This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/ 


► 


^  .        /  • 


*V?>t^ 


//  C    ^ 


^■>1 


'.-WPfc-.-**-4v 


f 

J 

» 

i 

i 


\  \ 


\     V 


% 


\ 


H  A  R  R  I  S  O  X's  _ 


C^ 


Co/t//fr/ff/to^ 
Dr.  Joluifoii  s  Rambler, 


r 


) 


) 


4,i'/J 


Liord  Lvtteltous  IVrliaii  Letters 


•tiuJ ' 


•  •  •  • 

••      •  «         • 


.•    •  • 


HARRISON'S    EDITION. 


THE 


R       AMBLER. 


IN    FOUR    VOLUMES, 


I  '.  '■■ 


KULLIVS    ADDICTU5  JUftARE  IN  VERBA  MAGISTRI, 
quo  MK   CUN<^K  RAPIT  TEMPESTAS,   DEFEROR  HOSPES. 


HOR. 


LONDON:  .        •...  -     , 

priDfcd  for  Harrison  ind  Co.  N<*x8,  Patcrn(fter,|lo^*  J 


THE 


RAMBLER. 


VOLUME    THB    FIRST. 


N<»I.    TUESDAY,   MARCH  ao,  1750. 

CrR  TAMKH  KOC  LiftEAT  P0TIV8  DICURKKKC  CAMPO9 
V£l   tiytU  MAGNUI  iqVOt  AUKUNCA    TLZXIT  ALVMNVS^ 
SI  VACAT,  ET  PLACIOl  KATIONKIC  ADillTTXTII,  EDAM. 

Jur. 

WHT  TO  EZFATTATl  IH  THlS  fttAflN  fllLb; 
WRT   AIMS,   OFT  US*D  IN  TAIN,  X   MEAN   TO  WXELO; 
JT  TIME  PXKMIT,  AND  CAMDOUK  WILL  ATTEND, 
SOME  SATItr ACTION  THIS  BtSAT  MAT  LEND. 


THE  difficulty  of  the  £rft  address 
on  any  new  occafion  is  felt  by 
ncrv  man  in  his  tran(a£(ions  with  tfaie 
world,  and  confefled  by  the  fettled  and 
r^^iar  foTms  of  falutation  which  necef- 
fiTv  has  introduced  into  all  lanfi;uage8. 
Judgment  was  wearied  widi  the  per- 
plnity  of  being  forced  upon  choice, 
vbcre  thciewas  no  motive  to  preference  | 
sad  it  was  found  convenient  that  fome 
eafy  method  of  introduAion  fliould  be 
cftabliihed,  which,  if  it  wanted  the  al- 
hiranent  of  novelty,  might  enjoy  the 
&ainrjr  of  prefcription. 

PeAapi  few  authors  hafc  prefoited 
riiemfdves  before  the  publick,  ^thout 
viihing  that  fuch  ceremonial  modes  of 
cTitxance  had  been  anciently  eftabliflied, 
u  might  have  freed  them  from  thofe 
^ugps  which  the  defire  of  plealing  is 
certain  to  prodoce,  and  precluded  the 
vibi  expedients  of  (bftening  cenfure  by 
iplogics,  or  noufing  attentioa  by  ab* 

IMBdS. 

The  cpick  writers  hcve  found  the 
inaial  put  of  die  poem  (bch  an  ad- 
WB  to  Acir  undcnakxng,  that  they 
hncalnoi  vuuunouOr  adoottd  the 


adojMtd  the 
maeriieecU 


Elpbinitok* 

only  be  informed  of  thefubjefl,  to  koaW' 
in  what  manner  the  poem  will  b^in. 

But  this  folemn  repetition  is  hitherto 
the  peculiar  diftin£lion  of  heroick  poetrvj 
it  has  never  been  legally  extendea  to  me 
lower  orders  of  literature,  but  ieems  to 
be  confidercd  as  an  hereditary  privile^^ 
to  be  enjoyed  only  by  thofe  ^o  claun 
it  fh>m  their  alliance  to  the  genius  of 
Homer. 

The  rules  which  the  injudicious  uie 
of  this  prerogative  fuprgeftcd  to  Horace, 
may  indeed  be  applied  to  the  direction 
of  candidates  for  mferior  tame ;  it  may 
be  proper  for  all  to  remember,  that  ^ley 
ought  not  toraife  expe£lation  which  it  is 
not  in  their  power  to  fatisfy,  and  that  it 
is  more  pleaiing  to  fee  fmoke  brighten- 
ing into  flame,  than  flame  linking  into 
fmoke. 

This  precept  has  been  long  received, 
both  from  regard  to  the  authority  of 
Horace,  and  it's  conformitv  to  the  ge-> 
neral  opinion  of  the  world;  vet  there 
have  been  always  fome,  that  thought  it 
no  deviation  from  modsflt^  \o  T«CiQfca-> 
mend  thdr  own  Uborvin^  axvd  Vmiki^TiftdL 
themfelves  en^dedby  \iiAAlvivsw\Ajt  mt- 
rit  to  an  exemption  itom  ^«x«w\  t* 
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ftralnts,  and  to  ckvitior.s  not  allowed 
in  common  life.  Tliey  perhaps  be- 
lieved, that  when,  like  Thuo'^dide?;,  they 
bequeathed  to  mankind  '  jub/u*  i;  ail — 
•  nn  eftare  for  cvrr,*  it  was  an  additional 
favour  to  inform  them  of  it's  value. 

It  may,  indeed,  be  no  lefs.  dangerous 
to  cliim,  on  certain  occafions,  too  little 
than  too  much.  There  is  fomething 
captivating  in  fpirit  and  intrepidity,  to 
which  wc  often  yield,  as  to  a  i-cfiltlefs 
pcrweri  nor  can  h-j  re-^fonal  ly  expeft  the 
confidenrc  of  others  who  too  apparently 
diftrufts  himillf. 

Plutarch,  in  his  enMmcratlon  of  the 
various  occafions  on  which  a  man  may 
without  jult  otKfncc  proclaim  his  own 
excellences,  hns  omitted  the  c:'fc  of  an 
author  en fcrinj;-  the  worhl ;  uniefs  it  may 
be  compn^hcr.dcd  undor  lii&  general  po- 
(ition— that  a  man  mrtv  lawiully  pnile 
himfelf  for  thoie.  qualitits  which  cannot 
be  known  but  from  his  own  mc-uth  j  as 
when  he  is  among  ftrungers,  and  can 
have  no  opport\miiy  of  an  afluil  exer- 
tion of  his  jKJwers.  That  the  cafe  of 
an  author  is  parallel,  will  frarctly  be 
granted,  btc:ui(o  he  neceliarily  dilcovers 
ine  dej^rei"  of  his  merit  to  his  judges 
when  he  appLcirs  at  his  trial.  But  it 
fhould  be  rcincir.Weil,  that  unlcfs  his 
judjTi'*  are  incli vd  to  favour  him,  tluy 
will  hirdly  b'."  perluaili-d  to  hp:«rthccau(c. 

In  lo%*e,  the  fhte  which  fills  the  hearr 
with  a  d^j.irf  of  folit-itudc  next  that  of 
an  authcii',  it  hn.s  'necn  held  a  maxim, 
that  fuccefs  is  moft  tr.sily  obtained  by 
in(lire6^  and  rnnercrjw  J  r>.ppro'irhrs  :  he 
who  too  <*-.on  p:<.i".  ."'Is  liiiiii^lfa  !ov^r, 
raifes  obft:i'.  :► -.  t"  ii<  fr.vn  wMht«5;  nrd 
thole  whom  riii  :'>K(jjn'-nK:-.t  i  hr.vi  tanj;;ht 
rjipprivnco,  r»>,lr:  ,'nir  to  ror.ital  their 
palli(;n  till  tr.v  bc'J.vr  their  miftRl'< 
wime*^  f<-r  tb*  dilco'.eiy.  'J'he  ir.:.ic* 
inc-thcdjir  it  -.^i:;.  pMoiniM;  tt)  v.'ilu.,<;, 
wouhi  ;...\  !r.M:v  ccm,ijir.;-.  of  tl\-  :i.- 
Yvnry  <u  t:.f  :»;.(■,  ar.d  t!K  f r.;;:-icc.-.  <,f 
cr•^itilTT}.  fi'  •  rTn  couM  ^-;ii»w*  imp-.r- 
fc^ribiv  ini.>  rh:  t":LVrvr  oi'  rh;.'  rul>.'i;.k, 
and  o.ily  prof  li.'n. his  pr^-.  rfli'-r.^  ro  '.\\  - 
rary  iioj-.om?  v.'i;i  u  l.r  m  i'lo  <if  r.'.i  I  c- 
inKJ  icicv'.  .-,  }.^-  m;,.!;-;  i<»!:i:.:i:'f <;  u- 
thor  with  betur  hoie;,  a^  his  t  jl:i;i.  ^ 
mirht  clcjpc  ton«c:n;[«»,  tiuiii^ii  he  Ji  ili' 
n»:v\-r;iit:'!n  niiich  nFarJ. 

Ku*  ixr-.i.'.  till'  worl.l  li.piK-frs  c\:ry 
m::n  thit  v.:::  s  :i*n'.itioiis  cf  .ipjtiriu'I.-, 
as  lonjt  I'ld:-.-;  have  ::ui:;ht  rMem'elve'  to 
belJ-i'f  tfi::t  r*vi)'  m:i!i  ir  r^-r.i'^'  W\\.'  v/ho 
"•Ay/.c'.'t'.  til/.  :v,  tiu-  in.jwuiii-^*' of  any 


endf^vour  in  leanrlnc:  raifos  an  un- 
bounded ci^ntempt,  indulgt-l  nv  moil 
minds  withoilt  Temple,  as  an  honcit  tri- 
umph over  uniull  claims  and  exorbi- 
tant cxpe£lations.  The  ai  tif^  .cs  of  thofs 
who  put  themfelvfs  in  this  h:iznrdous 
ftate,  have  ihercfoa*  been  multiplied  in 
proportion  to  tJicir  fear  as  wcllrts  their 
ambition ;  and  are  to  be  looked  upon 
with  mon  indulc:».nce,  as  they  are  ircit'.-d 
at  one?  by  the  two  great  mowrs  of  the 
human  mind,  the  dilire  of  ^^m)!?,  ai-.d  the 
fear  of  evil :  for  who  can  wond'T  that, 
alluivd  on  one  fide,  and  frightened  on 
the  other,  fome  flio\dd  ^deavour  to  gain 
favour  by  bribing  the  judge  with  an  ap- 
pearance of  rcfjv:  61  wli  ;ch  the  y  do  nor  fee!, 
to  excite  conipain'^n  by  confciruiir  weak- 
ncfs ofwhich the v :i:c not convince<l ;  and 
oihe's  to  attract  re/rud  by  a  fluw  of 
opennefsandmajTuanim-iv,  by  a  daring 

fjrofefnon  of  their  ov»n  dcfcrts,  ind  a  pub- 
ick  challenge  of  honours  and  nwards. 

ThcoiUntatious  and  haughty  difnlay 
of  ihcmfi-lvcs  has  betn  the  ufii:;l  ixfuge 
of  diurnal  writ.rs;  in  vindi<:;tion  of 
whofe  praftice  it  may  Ix'  faid,  thiit  what 
it  wanti  in  p!ii.'.v.r.c;:  is  fupplicd  by  Ini- 
ccrit)'j  and  who  at  Icalt  may  plead,  that 
if  their  boaits  dt ctive  any  into  the  )>eRi- 
fal  of  thvir  pLrforn'-anccs,  thc-y  defraud 
ihum  of  but  little  time, 
•— — i^wiV/  tnitr  f   Ccftrurritur—~i'''^ 

The  battle  join,  and,  in  a  momf  r,-\  T  ,.1.1, 
Death, or  a  joylul  cunqucil,  tiuls  tl  c  fi  .ht 

Fr  ANCl! 

The  que" ion  cnr.c.-^pi'r.rr  i'-  ncr't  ( 
thi-  df»\  I**  foon  <lf^  i-.i«.ii;  snd  w'  i.n'  r; 
condiuineci  to  toil  tlip»u'Th  jmIt  ri  f :)', 
to  be  convinced  Ilia t  th:  wriiLrh;««i  br^l 
his  proir.iC . 

Ft   •<.  csnt'  :iiv.o:'i7  'uanv    rci'^riv 
whicli  T    p-.;'p.\   ro  rr.  i<T.vov.r  tl 
tcu.i'nrMvUt  ot'  rrvL\>'.n»tiVin-  i^  -n  ;i 
iHiiv  CM-!  Tuv.".!:-^^'  ;»vi!   S..'n.!.y. 
i:ope  not  in-.-r".  ro  Mv  {''.rjl-'vl-om 


not  nappcr.  t 
co;n.nj  ji'.!i;(i  ' 
to  W  a  L-i!-* 
Jju;  whvih  I 


..i 


I 


■itn.'i  f.'r  *■•. 
51  V  cx-.vr:  •"  - 
i  p-i:--.!v>M  o/  pr.iil 
nee  lui;y  to  dii'.f ■■■•.•r;  U 
\'*.-{\  :  V. -A «» li  J 1 ! h I  : f  r. f. i ■ 
:;r:l  'AibujiiT-"':,  1  i".r.<l 
t:vUik,.v.ndtran%  tii.t  iny 
try  tl-t  t.\t:»t  of  i^iv  i'.:'"  yv.  •■! 
r/'t  iiificr  n.e  to  attcr.d  any 
L'-epida'tiwis  of  the  l-,»l..nce. 
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Tbot  ite,  Indeedy  many  convonien- 
ce«  almoft  peculiar  to  this  method  of 
publication » which  may  natumllv  fbtter 
ihe  author,  whether  he  be  confident  or 
timorous.  The  man  to  whom  the  extent 
of  his  knowledge,  or  the  fpri^fhtlinefs  of 
his  imapnation,  has  in  his  own  opinion 
already  i«ciire'l  the  praifcK  uf  the  world, 
v.'iilin;2:iy  takes  that  v-'ay  of  difplaving 
his  abilities  which  will  iboncil  give  him 
an  opportunity  of  hearing  the  voice  of 
fcunc ;  it  heightens  his  alaciity  to  think 
in  hoiv7  many  places  he  fhall  hear  what 
be  is  now  writing,  read  with  extafics  to- 
myrrcw.  He  will  ofttn  plcale  himfelf 
*ithrtficftin~,  that  the.r-.thorot  a  large 
tnratiiie  muil  proceed  with  anxie:>*,  le4, 
bcf  jrc  the  coinpletion  of  his  work ,  the  at- 
tex^icncf  the  public k  may  have  ch.'nocd 
ij*4  ohitiS;  but  that  he  who  is  confined 
tonoiinglctopick  may  followthcnat-onal 
taitc through  all  it's  variations,  and  c  itch 
thj  aura pcpulari: — thebaic  of  r;i\o'.ir, 
fro:^j  wf\at  point  Ibever  it  ihall  i)low. 

Nor  is  the  profpc£t  lei's  likely  to  e;ife 
the  daubts  ot"  the  cautious,  and  the  ter- 
rors of  the  feaiiul?  for  to  luch  the 
liioraiLls  of  every  iingie  pai»cr  is  a  j»ow- 
trt'ul  encouragement.    He  that queltions 


his  abilities  to  arrange  the  diilTmilar  parts 
of  an  extenGve  plan,  or  fears  to  be  loft 
in  a  complicatea  fyllem,  may  yet  hope 
to  adjuft  a  ftw  pages  without  perplexity] 
and  iiF,  wlien  he  turns  over  the  repofito- 
ries  of  hifi  memory,  he  Ands  his  collec- 
tion too  Imall  for  a  volume,  he  may  \rt 
have  enough  to  fiimifh  oMt  ?t.  clihy.  Hr 
that  would  fear  to  lay  our  too  much 
time  upon  an  cx)»tTim;nr  of  which  he 
knows  not  the  event,  jiciTiiades  himfelf 
that  a  few  days  will  fticw  him  whai  he 
is  to  expert  from  his  JKirning  and  his 
gcni;'.« .  If  iitf  thinks  his  own  ji'dgnicnt 
not  liitlicienlly  enlightened,  he  may,  by 
a<r(  r.dini^  the  remarks  which  every  paper 
v/iJi  produce,  rectify  his  opinions.  If 
he  (hnulJ  with  too  little  premeditation 
«*nci»mi)cr  hiiUulf  by  an  unwieldy  l\jb- 
jc6l,  he  ran  i|iiir  it  without.  covSk^iWnfr 
his  iicnnrancc,  nnd  p:MS  fo  orlicr  topicks 
U'lS  d;in^.?ro'.y.,  or  rr.ore.trp.otalile.  An.l 
if  !i:r  iin<is.  \vi,h  alibis  iiultjihy, and  nil 
his  art!f;(.-.  3,  that  h.*  cinnot  Heicrvc  re- 
gard, Oi-  cannot  attain  it,  he  may  let  tlic 
defign  fall  at  once;  ai»d,  without  injury 
to  others  or  hin^felf,  retire  to  amuii^- 
merits  of  grtat'T  plci.ilue,  oi"  to  lludiss 
of  better  profj>ejt. 


N«>II.    SATURDAY,  MARCH  24,  1750. 

stark  loco  nfscit,  pfsr.l'nt  vfstigia  m2llb 

akt£  rvcam,  abszktxm^u£  rsrit  gravis  ungula  campuu. 

Statjvj. 
tk*  1m7atiint  courser  pants  in  eveiy  veinj 
ArcD,  PAwiNC,  sr.r.Ms  t«  beat  the  distant  plain: 

MILLS,    TALKR,    AN»   FLOODS,    ATPCAR    ALREADY    CROSTJ 
AMD,  IRE   ME  STARTS,    A  THOUSAND   STEPS  ARE   LOZl. 


THAT  die  mind  of  man  is  never 
tatisiieJ  with  the  ol>jtcls  immerli- 
^rtly  before  it,  but  is  always  breaking 
awav  from  the  prcftnt  moment,  and  Ici- 
iuj,  I'j'clf  in  fchciiKS  of  future  felicity; 
•ad  :!:at  we  forget  the  proper  uie  of  the 
tjiiiL  now  ia  our  power,  to  provide  ior 
the  tn;oymtnt  of  that  which,  perhrtns, 
CUV  never  be  granted  us;  has  Ixren  fre- 
<juc:.:iy  Feniaiktd:  and  as  t}iis  pra£\ice 
i":  a  cominotlioub  i'ubjeil  of  raillery  to 
the  gay,  and  of  declamation  to  tiie  leri- 
OU&,  it  has  liecn  ridiculed  with  all  the 
fbcafantry  of  wit,  and  cxaggeratcid  wi;:h 
all  the  amplifications  of  rhrtorick .  l^  v  cry' 
intbccc,  by  which  it's  abfurdity  mrr'.rit 

aiearmott  flagrant,  has  been  lludiciilly 
itctedi  It  ^^*  ^^^^  marked  with  every 
mhttof  contempt^  andallthetrojJtspnd 
igaa$  hare  been  coiled  forth  againit  it. 


Pope. 

Ccnfiire  is  wlllinc-ly  indulged,  becaufe 
it  iiKvays  impiics  fomc'  iVp.  rv-rln  ;  mm 
pleal'e  tlKmlLlvcs  vvi;]i  iiii?;:;i;iir.g  thut 
they  have  made  a  ilc'pcr  i':?v: !?,  or  wider 
fiirvf.'v,  than  others,  und  d.^t:ti.J  faulis 
and  folii(.s  v/hich  eli  :tc>e  si.iiJar  obii-r- 
vation.  A nd  the  pli aiure  cr  wantoning 
in  common  t<'»picks  is  lo  tunptin^  to  a 
writer,  tli;it  hi-  cannot  culily  vvA'itrn  it  j  a 
train  of  IcntinKntf.  j..«.ncr?iiyr«-i.c'.ved  en- 
ables him  to  Ihiiie  witb.out  labour,  and 
to  con«]uer  without  a  vi  nteft.  It  h  Co 
eaiy  to  laugh  at  the  f«»ily  of  him  who 
lives  or.ly  in  idea,  rcfules.  immediate  cafe 
for  dillant  plealun-s,  ;>i;d.  inltond  of  en- 
joy in*r  the  i?leiT.nrA  t-f  iii'.',  lets  bfj  elide 
av\'!y  in  prep.'.rariK.:i.»  io  n/o/  them;  it 
ritford.-»  ilich  op^>oMJni:;l!,s  ofu'iumYlvaut 
exuhuiion,  t«>  v.scn\Yi\i\  \\>«  >iXiC«vai\Tv\>^ 
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Ihcir  dream,  and  inform  them  of  the  filent 
celerity  of  time;  that  vc  may  hclicve  au- 
thors willing  rather  to  tranlinit  than  ex- 
amine lb  advantageous  a  principle,  and 
taaore  inclined  to  purTue  a  track  fo  fmooth 
and  Co  flowery,  than  attentively  to  con- 
fider  whether  it  leads  to  truth. 

This  quality  of  looking  forward  into 
futurity  feems  the  unavoidable  condition 
of  a  btfii^  whofe  motions  are  gradual, 
andwhofe  life  Is  prognifive :  as  his  pow- 
ers are  limited,  be  mull  ule  means  for 
the  attainment  of  his  ends,  and  intend 
fiiil  what  he  performs  lail ;  as  by  conti- 
nual advances  from  his  iirll  ftage  of  ex- 
ilience,  he  is  perpetually  varyinij  the  ho- 
rizon of  his  proipc^s,  he  mun  always 
difcover  new  motives  of  a^^ion,  new  ex- 
citements of  fear,  and  allurements  of  dc- 
iiir. 

The  end,  therefore,  which  at  prefcnt 
calls  forth  our  efforts,  will  be  found, 
when  it  is  once  gained,  to  be  only  one  of 
the  means  to  Ibme  remoter  end.  The 
natural  flights  of  the  human  mind  are 
not  from  plcafure  to  plcafurc,  but  from 
bope  lo  hope. 

He  that  dijc^s  his  flops  to  a  certam 
point,  muft  frequently  turn  his  eves  to 
that  place  which  he  flnves  to  reach ;  he 
that  undergoes  the  fatigue  of  labour, 
muft  folace  his  wenrirefs  with  the  con- 
templation of  it's  rewjrd.  In  agricul- 
ture, one  of  the  moft  llniple  and  necefl^iry 
employments,  no  man  turns  up  the 
ground  but  becaufe  he  thinks  of  the  har- 
veft;  that  harveft  which  blights  may  iii- 
terccpt,  which  inundations  may  Iwccp 
away,  or  which  death  or  calamity  may 
Idncler  him  from  i-raping. 

Yet  as  few  maxims  arc  widely  received, 
or  long  retained,  but  for  fome  confor- 
mity with  truth  and  nature,  it  mull  be 
confeflcd,  that  this  caution  againlt  keep- 
ing our  view  tco  intent  upon  remote  ad- 
vantages is  not  without  it's  propriet\'  or 
nfefuinois,  though  it  mav  liavc  been  re- 
cited with  too  much  levity,  or  enforced 
with  too  litt!*;  diftinOion :  fur,  not  to 
^nk  of  that  vehemence  of  dclirc  wliich 
prcfles  througii  right  and  wrong  to  its 
giatitication,  or  that  anxionc  inquietude 
which  is  juftly  chai-geablc  with  diflnifl 
of  I  IeavLn,fubjeOs  too  folemn  for  my  pre- 
fent  pui-}K>rc ;  it  fiv<|uently  happens  amt, 
by  indulginRtarly  the  raptures  of  I'uccels, 
v,x  forget  the  mcafurcs  necefl'ary  lo  fcciive 
it,  and  fufllrr  the  imagination  to  riot  in  the 
fruition  of  feme  pcffible  gcod,  till  the 
timt  of  obtsuning  it  has  flipped  away. 


There  would,  Kflwever,  be  few  enter- 
prifes  of  great  labour  or  hazard  under- 
taken, if  we  had  not  the  po\>er  of  mag- 
nifying the  advantage*  which  we  per- 
fuadc  ourfelvcs  to  expeft  from  than. 
When  the  Knight  of  La  Mancha  gra\xly 
recounts  to  his  companion  the  adven- 
tures by  which  he  is  to  fignalizc  hinifcif 
in  fuch  a  manner  that  he  ftiall  be  fum- 
moned  to  the  lupport  of  empires,  foli- 
cited  to  accept  the  heirefs  or  the  crown 
which  he  has  prclcrved,  have  honours  and 
riches  to  fcatter  al>out  him,  and  an  ifland 
to  bellow  on  his  worthy  fouire;  very  few 
readers,  amidft  tlieir  mirth  or  pin-,  can 
deny  that  they  have  admitted  viiions  of 
the  lame  kind ;  though  they  have  not,  * 
perhaps, expected  events  equally  llrange, 
or  by  nie^ns  equally  inadequate.  When 
we  pit)'  him,  vrc  refle£l  on  our  own  dif- 
appointmenis ;  and  when  we  laugh,  our 
hearts  infonn  us  that  he  is  not  more  ri- 
diculous than  ourfelvcs,  except  that  he 
t*.lls  what  we  have  only  thought. 

The  underflanding  of  a  man  natu- 
rally fanguine,  may,  Indeed,  be  eafily  vi- 
tiated by  the  luxurious  indulgence  of 
hope,  however  neceflary  to  the  production 
of  every  thing  greater  exccllentj  as  fomc 
plants  ai^e  deliroyed  by  too  open  expo- 
fure  to  that  fun  which  gives  life  and 
beauty  to  the  vegetable  world. 

Perhaps  no  clafs  of  the  human  fpecies 
requires  more  to  be  cautioned  againllthis 
anticipation  of  happincTs,  than  thofe  that 
albire  to  the  name  of  authors.  A  m.un 
or  lively  fancy  no  fooner  finds  a  hint 
movincj  in  his  mind,  than  he  makes  mo- 
mcntuneous  excurilor.s  to  the  prefs,  and 
to  the  world;  and,  with  a  little  cncou- 
rageiufnt  fromfiattciy,  puihcs  forward 
into  future  ages,  and  nrognollicates  the 
honours  to  be  yM  him,  when  envy  is 
extinft  anci  fuetion  forgt)iien,  and  thofe 
whom  partiality  now  fufi^crs  to  obfcure 
him  fliall  have  given  way  to  tlie  triflers 
of  as  ihort  duration  as  thcmfclves. 

Thole  who  have  proceetled  fo  far  as 
lo  appeal  to  the  tribunal  of  fucccedinf 
tlni'-s,  are  net  likely  to  be  cured  of  the 
infatuation;  but  all  endeavours  oug 
to  bt  ufed  for  the  prevention  of  a  dilea: 
for  which,  when  it  has  attained  It's  hcigV 
perhaps  no  remwly  will  be  found  in 
g.irdens  of  Philolophy,  howe\'sr  flie 
boail  her  ph^^-fick  of  the  mind,  h( 
thrriicks  of  vice,  or  lenitives  of  ]>afl 
1  IhalJ,  therefore,  while  I  am  yc 
lir'htly  touclied  with  the  fympto 
tlic  wi'iter's  malady,  endeavour  to 
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vyfslf  againft  the  infeflioiiy  not  without 
taiat  weak  hope,  that  my  preiiervativcii 
may  extend  their  virtue  to  others  whofe 
eiitployment  cxpo(es  them  to  the  fame 

LjuJitgKzrt  tumtiT  Sunt  rerfapianila,qu^te 
^er  fsre  leSio  p^ttrUKt  rccrtart  tiMU, 

Xi  fame  your  paflian?    Wirdom't  powerful 

charm. 
If  :h:l^e  read  oier,  (hall  It*s  force  dlfarm. 

FlANCIS. 

It  is  the  fac^e  advice  of  Epi£lct\is,  tliat 
a  mill  (hould  accuftom  hiinfclf  often  to 
think  of  what  is  moll  fhocking  and  ter- 
rible, thjit  by  fuch  reflcftions  he  may  he 
pm'cTved  from  too  ardent  wifhes  for 
iccming  good,  and  from  too  much  de- 
jection in  real  evil. 

There  is  nothing  more  di-eadful  to  nn 
isith'jr  than  nej^le^tj  compared  with 
*fciuch,  nrproach.  hatred,  an-.l  oppofuion, 
arc  mines  of  happinci's :  yet  th?s  worll, 
Lii*  mcancit  fate,  cver^*  one  who  dares 
t^  write  has  rvalbn  to  u-ar. 

/  iL;KCf  et  verfus  tecum  mcditare  cancrcs* 

Cj  now,  and  mediute  thy  tuneful  lays. 

Elfhikston. 

I:  nny  not  be  unfit  for  him  who 
r.ak:-^  a  new  entrance  into  the  lettered 
w.^rl'l,  fofur  to  f«f|x:fi  his  own  poweis, 
3-  *.') '  elieve  ih.i:  he  poflibly  may  defervc 
r:r.:c*;  that  natuic  may  not  haveaua- 
t.ric.i  him  much  to  enlari^c  or  em))ell.ih 
kr.t-AJMce,  nor  lent  him  forth  entitled 
t .  Tiliij,niaMe  Ibperiority  to  regulate 
I  .<  ccinnuc"!  of  the  reft  of  mankind ; 
t*^  iT,  'ricn^h  ::\c  world  mutt  he  granted 
: »  K  ;.vf  in  i^rnoiTinciS,  lie  is  not  dcftined 
:w  ti:i^>cl  ilic  cloud,   nor  to  (hine  out  as 


one  of  the  luminaries  of  life.  For  this 
fufpicion,  cvci-y  catalogue  of  a  libranr 
will  funiifli  fuificicnt  rcafon  5  as  he  wifl 
find  it  crouded  with  names  of  men 
who,  thouf^h  now  forgotten,  were  once 
no  Icfs  enterpri/ing  or  confident  than 
himfclf,  equally  plcafcd  with  their  own 
produftions,  equally  careffed  by  tlielr 
patrons,  and  flattered  by  their  friends. 

But  though  it  should  happen  that  an 
author  is  capable  of  excelling,  yet  hit 
merit  mny  pals  without  notice,  huddled 
in  tlu.  v:nir-ty  of  things,  and  thrown  into 
the  j;envTal  miicellany  of  life.  He  that 
tndeavours  after  fame  by  writing,  foli- 
cits  the  regard  of  a  multitude  fiuauating 
ill  inca flirts,  or  immerfed  in  bufinefs, 
without  time  for  intcUc£hial  amufe- 
mcnts;  he  appeals  to  judges  prcpoflcffcd 
by  palfnins,  or  corru]>ted  by  jireiudicrss 
winch  piecluJe  their  ipprt>bation  of  any 
new  pfi  fjmnanc^c.  Some  are  too  indo- 
lent to  read  anv  thiiiar,  till  it*s  rcpuia- 
tion  is  ell  ibliflied ;  others  too  envious  to 
promote  rhat  fame  which  gives  thcin 
pain  by  it's  increule.  What  is  new  it 
oppoltd,  bccaulc  mod  aie  unwilling  to 
be  taught  j  and  what  is  known  is  re- 
je<^cd,  bccaufe  il  is  nor  iuiHciently  con- 
lidcred,  t!i.it  nun  nur..-  frequently  rc- 
quiiv  to  bo  rL'juiudid  ih^m  infoimed. 
i'lie  ir.'.rnrd  .>rt  afiv.iil  to  iWlare  their 
opinion  cnrly,  iv::t  rhcy  fliould  put  their 
reputation  in  haznid:  the  ignorant  ai- 
wnys  im.u^ine  thenilelv".-;  givinp:  fbme 
pioof  (pf  delicacy,  when  they  reftife  to 
be  piia'td}  and  he  th:«  tind*;  his  way  to 
Ti  putatioii  tbrou'jh  all  thfle  ohftruftions, 
mviit  Jcknov/lc.lL'o  that  he  is  indebted  to 
othi'i-  cuuils  lulides  his  induftry,  hit 
learning,  or  his  wit. 
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t7f:niSAYroiKTrn  i>  nrsicNt, 

MrlTH   NAIIVK   HfM'URS  VIRIUIT    SHINF^j 
1«0»    T.'KXSVr    I'OWF.R,    NO.H     LAVS    IT 
^S    CJDPT   RAIVLXS  SMILL  OK   rr^cWN 


HbK. 


>WK, 
£LrHIMTO|l. 


Tlin  tnflt  ofyt  author  is,  dihcr  to  in  \i\ym  the  riind,  and  op;.n  new  fcenrs 

te.uh  wliat  is  not  known,  or  ^J  re-  to  tb.-  ni-o»jx^>,  m  to  v:»rv  thv  (hrts  and 

fwnn.rJknown  truths  by  his  manner  fitiK-.ti.T.  f^f  cc;t\'.\v.:\oV\\c^>*.,Xo'3k>\<>%>>!^ 

vf  J.  «un^'  thcui;  liithcr  to  Jcr  new  Ji^ht  them  f  i  wih  gv.ite  jluA  iwuvc  yo>nv:'Av\\  vo.- 
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toft  lens;  to  fj^rcad  Aich  flovrcrs  over 
the  resfions  through  which  the  intclleft 
lias  alre-ady  made  if  s  progrtfs,  as  niny 
tempt  it  to  i*etiim,  and  take  a  fecond  view 
of  things  baftily  paflied  over  or  negli- 
gently reg;irded. 

Either  of  thefc  labours  is  very  difHciiIr ; 
1)ccaulc,  that  they  may  not  be  fniitlei's, 
men  mi: ft  not  only  1)e  perfuadcd  of  their 
moirs,  but  reconciled  to  their  griidej 
ihcy  mull  not  only  confefs  their  ipioi -sncc, 
l>nt|  what  is  (Irll  lefs  plcnfing,  inuft  :illuw 
that  hi.*  from  whom  they  are  to  learn  is 
more  knowing  riian  thcmfclvcs. 

It  might  be  imagined  that  fiich  an  cm- 
ftlovmentwas  in  itielf  iitlRciendy  irkibme 
indliaza^iluUB}  that  none  woiilcf  be  found 
fo  malevolent  as  wantonly  to  add  weight 
to  the  lionc  of  Si  Typhus;  sJid  tltal  few  en- 
«]eavouri^  would  I*c  nfed  toobftnift  ilioli* 
advances  to  ivputation,  which  mu.^  l^** 
made  at  fuch  an  er pence  of  time  ar:d 
thovight,  with  fo  ffreat  hizan'  in  the  mif- 
cania^e,  and  with  fo  Httls  advant:-:gc 
from  the  fucce's. 

Yet  lhcr«  is  a  certain  race  of  men,  that 
wt^-cr  imagine  it  their  duty,  or  make  it 
thJr  omulenLint,  to  hinder  the  reception 
of  every  work  of  learning  or  ger-ins,  v.-i.o 
ftand  as  ccntinels  in  the  avenues  if  r;iTr.t, 
and  value  themfelvcs  upon  i;iv!ii!  Icno- 
nnccand  Envy  the  firft  noti'.v  of  a  nr.". 

To  tiicfc  men,  who  diltinp^irti  ihv::i^ 
ftlves  by  the  appellation  of  Crifichs,  it  ii 
nerefiiry  for  a  new  author  to  f:nd  lomc 
mmns  cf  recommcRdr.tlon.  It  is  pro- 
bable, that  the  moft  malign :uit  of  ih^/e 
pfrlccnters  might  be  fomewhat  foftmc  1, 
and  prevailed  on,  for  a  (hori  time,  to  rc- 
rait  their  fury.  Having  for  diis  punwfe 
confidcrsd  many  expeuient?,  I  finn  in 
tlie  records  of  ancient  times,  that  Argus 
was  lulled  by  mudck,  and  Ctrberus 
<]i]{etod  with  a  fop;  and  am,  tlicrefore, 
inclined  to  bdieve  that  motlern  criticks, 
^ho,  if  the>'  h:ive  not  the  eycs,  h:ivc  the 
watchfulncis  of  Aigus,  and  can  burl:  as 
loud  as  Cerberus,  though  perhaps  thcv 
camipt  bite  with  equal  force,  might  be 
fttMuid  by  methods  of  the  fame  kind. 
I  havj  hcTird  howfomc  ha\'c  been  pacified 
will*  claret  and  a  flipper,  and  others  laid 
ailecij  with  th^  loft  notes  of  flatter)'. 

Though  tha  nature  of  my  undertaking 
gives  me  Aiiticient  reafon  to  dread  the 
nnite-.l  attr^cks  cf  this  virulent  gen;rat-on, 
ytt  I  have  not  hilherto  perfuaded  myfelf 
to  take  any  meafurc-  for  flight  or  tiraty. 
For  I  am  in  doubt  whether  th?y  can  a£l 
pr^^K^ine  hy  lawful  9X\(i\ox\^yy  and  fu- 


(pefl  that  they  have  f 
cd  comniiflion,  ftile 
nilbrs  of  Criticifm, 
tick  evidimce  of  del 
their  own  dctennina 
a  hiclicr  iudicaimv. 
Criticifm,  from  w 
claim  to  deride  the 
the  c'd:ft  d:iT:.-h::r 
Truth:  flie  w:?^,:ir  1 
to  the  cp.ve  of  JuiK( 
he:  in  t]iep:ihcei:i"\ 
dift'p<Tuiflie<l  by  <^.* 
common  quai-.iix^s,  i 
governc:;,  i.f  ■'.i;-.c\- 
beat  time  to  \\\i-  .* 
when  iliiy  liir.i.-;  b:l" 
pifer. 

wiv■lt^e^:1:':^ 

this  loA-.  r\vty.Ll.t'\ 
bv  Cri:' .  il'n.  to  wlw 
fr:>m  h;-  •vtti-.  r  .. 
frejtire,  to  he  cnr/ii 
h.'irdi  ore  <ivi  or"  ' 
viitV  uiijl>K-!Vi,  anv^ 
golvi^n  fi)li:ivi  of  :. 
the  oth.r  rnd  wns  e' 
ar.I  poppies,  r.;Td  d: 
Oblivion.  In  her  1 
unv':t':i  ;x;ifli.ib'c  loi 
I.  iVo.:r,  tiiii'.  liJjKd 
it  w:is  tile  pa.  i'cu! in- 
to il'tv/  eviry  ih-iv. 
huwc; crit:lli^hl  Vi 
tye^;.  \Vlr.i'.i'\er  _A 
cr  Folly  coui(i  tor.tV 
firll  gleam  of  \}..c  tt 
bited  in  it's  diliin^ 
finiplicityj  it  dartec 
rlnths  of  fophiltry, 
allrhcabiurdiiiesto 
rtfiipTf;  ji  pierced 
wiiieh  Rheicmck  oft 
and  detected  the  tlif 
whlcii  artificial  veils 
to  cover. 

Thu>  fiTniihcd 
her  office,  C'riticiiin 
vey  the  jjerfornianc? 
fL-illd  themltlves  the 
fes .  W  hate  ver  >va? 
flicbeluldbytheftc: 
of  Truth;  and  when 
convinced  her  that  I 
in«(  hud  been  obl'ei 
v/ith  liic  amaranthiri 
and  c<inf»gncd  itov< 

But  it  more  frequ 
in  the  works  which 
tv>n,  there  vi-is  fomt 
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ed;  thit  falfo  colours  wen  laborioufly 
\vi\\  that  feme  Iccret  inequality  was 
found  bctwx-cn  the  worda  and  lentiments, 
or  fcmedliruniiitudc  of  the  ideas  and  the 
ori^.nal  cb'scts;  that  incongruities  were 
linicc!  toi;cther,  or  that  ibmc  parts  were 
tif  no  ufc  but  to  enlarge  the  appearance 
c?"'J-iC  whole,  without  contributing  to  it's 
btairv,  Iblid'ty,  or  urcfulnefs. 

Wherever  Inch  dilcovcries  were  made, 
and  ihty  were  made  whenever  thcfc  faults 
wCTi  corninittc.l,  Criticilm  refufed  the 
tD'jch  which  conferred  the  ianfUon  of 
ImmofTnUty;  and,  when  the  errors. were 
frcjuent  and  grci'«,  rcverlcd  the  Iclptre, 
and  let  drcp<;  of  Lethe  dillil  from  the  pop- 
ples and  cyprcfs,  a  fatal  mildew,  which 
inin-iidiateiy  began  to  wafte  the  work 
a%^-av,till  it  was  at  Jalt  totally  deftroyed. 

Thtri:  were  (cm?  coinpolitions  brought 
tc  the  !crt,  in  which,  when  the  ftrongcll 
ii^ht  '.vas  thrown  upon  them,  their  beau- 
lirt  and  faulcs  appeared  fo  equally  min- 
gl.d,  that  Criticilm  ilood  with  her  fceptre 
poiied  in  her  hand,  in  doubt  whether  to 
ihul Lethe  or  ainhrofia  upon  them.  Thefe 
a?  iait  incrcalld  to  fo  great  a  number, 
that  Ihe  was  weary  of  attending  fuch 
doubtful  rlaims)  and,  for  fear  of  ufmg 
improperly  the  fceptre  of  JulHce,  referred 
thecaufc  to  be  coiifidtreti  by  Time. 

The  i-'ocwdings  of  Time,  though  very 
diUtoni-,  were,  fome  ft  w  caprices  except- 
ed, conformable  tojuftice:  and  many  who 
Aought  th.Tnli^lves  Icciire  by  a  (hort  for- 
bearance, have  funk  \mder  his  fcythe,  as 
ifce\'  were  po  (ling  down  with  their  volumes 
in  Diumph  to  futurity.     It  was  obfcrv- 


able  that  ferae  were  deftroyed  by  Ifttle 
and  little,  and  other:;  cru/hed  for  ever  bf 
a  lingle  blow. 

Criticifm,  having  long  kept  her  eye 
fixed  llcadily  upon  Time,  was  at  kift  ^ 
well  fatikficd  with  his  conduct,  that  (be 
withdrew  from  the  earth  with  herpatro- 
ncl's  Altrea,  and  left  Prejudice  and  Falfe 
Talte  to  ravage  at  large  as  the  aflbciates 
of  Fraud  and  Mifehief  j  contciting  her- 
felf  thenceforth  to  Ihcd  her  influence  horn 
afar  upon  ibme  i'elccl  minds,  fitted  for 
it's  reception  by  learning  and  by^  virtue. 

Before  her  departure  ihe  broke  her 
fceptre ;  of  which  the  fhi  vers  that  formed 
the  ambrofial  end  were  caught  im  by 
Fbttery,  and  thofe  tliat  had  been  mfe^ed 
with  the  waters  of  Lethf  were,  with  equal 
halte,  feized  by  Malevolence.  The  fol- 
lowers of  Flattery,  to  whom  ftie  diftrlUut- 
ed  her  part  of  the  fceptre,  neither  had  nor 
dcfired  light,  buttouchctl  indifcriminately 
whatever  Power  or  Interell  happened  to 
exhibit.  The  companions  of  Malevolence 
wei-e  fupplied  by  the  Furies  with  a  torch» 
which  hadtliis  quality*  peculiar  to  infernal 
luilre,  that  it's  light  fell  only  upon  faults. 

No  light)  but  rather  darknefs  vliibley 
Scrv'd  only  to  difcover  fights  of  woe. 

With  thefe  fragments  of  authority^  the 
flaves  of  Flatten*  and  Malcvolenccmarch- 
ed  out,  at  the  command  of  their  miftrelleSi 
to  confer  immortality,  or  condemn  to 
oblivion.  But  the  fceptre  had  now  loft 
it*s  pov^'er ;  and  Time  padcs  his  (entcnce 
at  leifurc,  without  any  regard  to  their  de* 
terminations. 


N"IV.    SATURDAY,   MARCH  31,  1.750. 


SIMVL    XT    JVCVNDA    XT    XDONXA    DXCXRX    VXTJE. 
AND  JOIN  BOTH  fBOriT  AND  DELIGHT  IN  ONE. 


Hot. 
Crbzch. 


TH  E  works  of  fi£lion,  with  which 
the  nrefent  eeneration  feems  more 
ptticularly  delighted,  are  fuch  as  ex- 
liibit  life  in  it*s  true  ftafe,  diverfified  only 
by  accidents  that  daily  happen  in  the 
world,  and  influenced  by  paflions  and 
quzlitiet  which  are  really  to  be  found  in 
converiin^  with  mankind. 

This  kmd  of  writing  may  ^e  termed 
act  improperly  the  comedy  of  romance, 
ud  it  to  be  condufVed  nearly  by  the 
nUcf  of  conick  poetry.  It's  province 
ii  to  bring  aboitf  natunl  events  by  eafy 
— -v,  Mad  to  keep  up  curioGty  with- 


out the  help  of  wonder:  it  is  therefore 
precluded  from  the  machines  and  expe- 
dients of  the  hcroick  romance,  and  can 
neither  employ  giants  to  fnatch  awav  a 
lady  from  the  nuptial  rites,  nor  knights 
to  bring  her  hack  from  captivity  j  it  can 
neither  hevvilder  it's  pcrfonagcs  in  defaiTs, 
nor  lodge  tliem  in  imaginary  rallies. 

I  remember  a  remark  maile  by  Sca- 
liger  upon  Pontanus— -that  all  his  writ-. 
ings  arc  fillnl  with  the  fame  images;  and 
that  if  you  take  (vom  \\vcn  V\s  \\\«:^  "ayA 
hiR  rofci,  K\«4  ?>a\\r^  :iM  \\\';4  X^rfaAs^V^t 
will  have  uglUtvi  V:V\.  vW\  c-\tv\»:  c;^>N!A 
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foftry.     In  like  mnn-r,  :i\rc\o!k  all  the  . 
ii^^ions  of  the  hft  age  will  vanifn*  if 
you  deprive  them  of  u  hfmit  and  a 
wood,  a  battle  and  a  (lirpwii^ck. 

Why  this  wild  ftmln  cS  imtrination 
foimd  reception  fo  long,  in  pulife  r»nd 
learned  aR.cs,  it  is  not  cafv  to  ronreive; 
but  we  cannot  wonder  ih.it  ^vhile  rej-3.ers 
could  be  procurc<.l,  the  aut'mn  wore 
willing  to  conimuc  it;  for  wiit-n  '  m:,M 
had  by  j>i"ai!ilice  pained  Ibme  fltu  ncy  of 
IsnciP'a^,  he  had  no  further  care  ihan 
to  ret  in;  to  his  clofet,  let  loo(e  his  in- 
vention, and  hent  his  mind  with  incre- 
dibilities: a  book  wai;  thus  produced 
^thont  fear  of  criticifm,  wiiboiit  the 
toil  of  ftudy,  without  kno\vl«lf;c  of  na- 
ture, or  acquaintance  with  lif?. 

The  taik  of  our  pre (cnt  write  ra  i^  very 
.difFen?nty  it  rpquirfs,  together  with  that 
reaming  which  is  to  be  grained  frc»n 
1k>oks,  thit  experience  which  can  new  r 
he  attained  by  folitarj'  dilij^cncr,  biit 
muft  arifefrom  general  converfc  and  ac- 
«Drate  obfin-alion  of  the  living  wiirld. 
Their  perfoim-inces  have,  as  Horace  cx- 
prdfes  it—*  Plus  oner  is  quantum  venia 

*  w/'/ii^/— little   imlMl'.xrnce,    and  tlierc- 

•  fojc more ditfic n U v. '  Tliey are en^j;;fd 
in  portraits  of  which  vsvv':  ohl'  ki-.i;v. -; 
the  orisrina),  and  can  detect  any  <lcvi:-- 
rion  from  cxaflnefs  of  rcfcmblanrc. 
Other  writings  are  fafs,  except  from  the 
malice  of  learning;  but  thclc  nre  in  drip.- 
jrerfrom  every  common  reader:  ai  the 
flipper  ill  executed  was  cenfurM  by  i 
ihoemakvr  who  happened  to  Itoji  in  his 
vav  at  tht;  Venus  of  Apellcs, 

But  tlic  fcnr  cf  not  hi. in;;  approved  as 
juil  copiers  (^f  human  mnnn«'is,  is  not 
the  moft  imp'jrtiint  concern  that  an  au- 
thor of  iH::;  fort  ov.f;hr  to  have  before 
him.  Thrfc.  KioJcs  arc  written  chiefly 
to  thf  ^ouncj,  thiig'iornnt,  ancl  tlieidle, 
to  whrm  fhcy  firvr  as  lc6turt  s  of  con- 
ducl,  and  iniroduiVlcns  into  life.  They 
are  th-?  inttrtaimient  of  minds  unfur- 
niihcd  with  ide-.ss,  and  therefore  CJifily 
fufceptible  of  im]>R'ffi<>n''. ;  not  fix«>d  by 
principks,  and  thcnc-fcR'  cafily  follow- 
JHft  the  cuiTint  of  fancy;  not  ir.fcnncd 
by  ixpcricncc,  and  coniiqueiiily  op*n 
to  c\iry  falfe  luggcilion  and  partial  ac- 
connt.' 

That  the  higheft  degree  of  revcn-nce 
fhov.ld  be-  p-iid  to  vculh,  and  that  no- 
thing; indet  p«t  ft'ouli  be  fulfu'ed  to  ap- 
pjai.h  their  cvts  or  c?j^,  are  precepts 
**x!r.itrtl  by  Jlnfc  and  virtue  from  an  an- 
rt/nt  wrhtT  hy  to  mihns  eminent  for 


chaftity  of  thouj^'ht.  TI*.r  r-ime  fci-TJ, 
though  r.o*^  the  Ome  de;:;i-r:-  <(  c-iutioii, 
is  rcquirid  in  every  thinsj  'vbich  is  h.v\ 
before  them,  io  lecur"  th-.r*!  fvairx  \^.nhiik 
pnrudict-5,  p?i*\eTK-  opine v.<?,  nnd  ia- 
coi^^rurns  combinnM-Tis  of  mr»;rtR. 

In  the  romajip-^  firmcriy  written, 
eft'ery  tranfac^ion  .-.mi  ffntiuunt  was  fo 
r*mo*c  from  nil  tiiat  p::ltl-*  ;intnngmcn, 
lint  the  ri?'.'.T  wav  in  v^rv  i •:•!.•  dansTLT 
of  miici'-isr  .mv  ;ip«'!icL;:ifir.:;  to  himftlf; 
the  virtues  jnd  cii.pes  v.'*Te  tonally  be- 
yond his  rplicrt  of  acrvi-y;  and  he 
nmTii^  himfclf  with  hero.-,  anfl  with 
traitc^,  dclivtrers  and  ]nM-»l'ciiTor«*,  M- 
v^irh  bcinp[3  of  n^ot-v.r  fp-'cit-s,  whofr 
aflions  were  rrruhiicd  upon  motives  of 
their  own,  and  -.v-'.o  had  nt-irhcr  f.uilts 
licr  excellences  in  common  with  him- 
fclf. 

But  when  an  adventurer  is  levflled 
with  the  rcll  of  the  world,  and  aft 5  in 
fucfl  iVi'ii's  of  th^  univtiiid  drama  as 
mav  be  tli ^  lot  of  ;iny  othei'  man,  young 
fpfi^totors  fix  their  eyes  lipon  him  with 
cloifr  i'.tcntion,  and  hope,  by  oblibrving 
his  behaviour  and  fuccls,  to  repdate 
their  t»wn  prr.il ices  whvn  they  fliall  be 
cnjr^p;cd  in  th"  liV.i*  pnt. 

Vov  ilijs  n-i"n  ilcil-  f.imiliar  hiftoriet 
m-.y  p"rha]js  1:;^  nv.  ;"\-  of  i-ri-nt'.-r  ulc  than 
thi'  fokim lilies  of  profiled  n-orality, 
and  ccn"ey  the  knowled^Tc  of  vice  and 
virt\ic  with  more  efficacy  than  axioms 
anl  dcfinitionr.  B'.'t  it  the  p-.nver  of 
example  is  To  ^rro;it  '.s  to  tr.kc  pofl'eflfion 
of  the  iren'..ir>'  l»y  a  kind  i*f  violences 
and  j»roduce  i  tfcas  ilmoR  without  the 
iiiUncntion  of  thi;  v.jll,  raiv:  ought  to 
be  t:.^i'n  thit,  \\I*.'.n  the  choice  is  imrc- 
ftraiiiv.il,  the  b^ft  cxaniph'S  only  flumld 
be  I  xhd'it:d ;  and  that  which  is  likely 
t«»  oiK-nUc  lb  ftion;',ly,  fliould  not  be 
ini'chie\f  )iis  or  uncvriain  in  it's  cficrls. 

Thr  chief  ad  van  r. v.;  I-  whirh  thifc  f:C- 
tir.^r.,  have  ovprical  litl  is,  that  their  au- 
thor^i  are  at  li>Mity,  though  not  to  in- 
vent, yrt  to  fe!«.ct  objcftb,  and  to  ns\h 
from  the  maf:>  of  n:rnkind  Lholc  indivi- 
durds  upon  whicli  the  attLUticm  ought 
moll  to  be  cni]i!uycd;  a^  a  diamond, 
thoujih  it  canr.ot  be  made,  may  be  po- 
lilhtd  by  art,  and  placcxl  in  Aich  a  fitua- 
tion  as  to  difpluy  that  hi  ft  re  which  iK'fore 
was  buried  among  cojnmon  lloncs. 

It  is  julUy  confidered  as  the  greateft 
excellency  of  art,  to  imitaie  nature  j  but 
it  is  nccefiary  to  diftingui/h  thofc  pafts  of 
nature  which  are  moft  proper  for  imita- 
ticn ;  greater  care  i»  ftill  required  in  re- 
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pf-ftr;r*ng  Vifo,  which  is  fo  often  dil- 
c<.^',«CircA  V»y  p.'JTicin,  or  deronncd  by 
v.-ick'i.l:>fiV.  If  tVc  world  he  promif- 
cucTilly  dctcribcd,  I  cir.not  fee  of  wh^it 
11'."-  "^r  c^n  be  ta  re.^.i!  th;  account  j  or 
vSy  h  m  y  not  Ijc  as  iUfc  to  turn  the 
tVv  imir:.?d":uc!y  n.p»n  ir.rmkind  ^s  ujv»n 
3  rvrror,  which  Jh-w^  aii  tint  pitieiiis 
\'.'»c\f  with  Ai:  difcrimi nation. 

It  i<  theivfore  not  a  fufficient  vindlc.i- 
t:^.:  of  a  c!\--»r.i5ter,  thr.t  it  is  drawn  us 
1:  nr^ji^i:?,  for  »i?.ny  chai"a£lers  oiicht 
rtvi:r  t<»  1h?  drawn;  nor  of  a  narrative, 
thr.  t!u-  truin  of  events  is  agrcealxlc  to 
c:'  I'crvr.ricn  nn  ?  experience,  for  that  ob- 
r.n-rion  which  is  called  knowleilge  of 
\:t  v.-'.irlJ  will  be  found  much  more  frc- 
c«  .Titlytomnkfrnen  cunningthan  ^-ood. 
'I'iii:  piirpofc  c'f  thefc  writings  is  fuitiy 
not rnly  to  Ihcv/  mnnkind,  but  to  pro- 
¥•-]•.•  thit  tV,.:)-  may  be  feen  liercr-ftcrwrh 
\::<  hi2::ri ;  to  teach  the  means  of  avoid- 
ir.;  the  fnnrtH  which  air  laid  by  Twa- 
cl:er}'  for  Innocence,  without  infufing 
try  Wifli  for  that  liiperiority  with  which 
tV.r  ht!rr»\vr  fl.iiti-rs  h:^  vanity;  to  pfive 
thepor.vcrof  co'intcr.'ifting  fraud,  with- 
out Lhc  tempf'tion  to  prnftifc  it;  to  ini- 
tiate youth  hy  n-.v-c":  c  ncountc: «".  in  the 
an  of  r.eccflary  dtfciicc,  and  to  incfiul'e 
pnidence  without  imp-iiring  virtus, 

Miny  writers,  for  the  fake  of  follow- 
tnj:  nature,  fo  mingle  f^ocd  and  bat!  qna- 
l'ti-."<  in  their  principal  pcrlunag-jr,  thnt 
th-7  PTf  both  cquTlly  confplcuous;  :"**.d 
a.  .vcaccompnny  thi'm  through  their  ?.•'.- 
vcr.:jr,.-i  \vi:h  ileli^ht,  and  are  led  V<y 
dtgnti  to  intw'aft  or.rlMves  in  their  f:i- 
v'.«.-,  we  lulc  the  abhoiTL-ncc  of  tlicir 
fi'j':!^,  Ujciiufc  iliey  do  not  hinder  oitr 
pi».-.il'.»r  •,  or  ptThaps  rcgaai  them  wiih 
Lrr.v  kin'!n-?fs  for  being  united  witli  fo 
n.'.i:li  merit. 

Thae  hav*  bc?n  men,  indeed,  fplcn- 
di  llv  '.vlckcvl,  v.'hoiL-  endowments  thi  t-w 
a  '•n-litn-ffs  on  their  crimes,  and  whuni 
f:r.rcc  any  villainy  made  perfc^Hv  ile- 
tcliiblc,  hccaufc  they  never  could  l-.c 
v.ho!!y  diverted  of  their  cxctlleiiC'.s : 
bu;  fuch  have  been  in  all  ages  the  grcat 
comiptcrs  of  the  world;  and  their  ic- 
femhiance  ought  no  more  to  be  prclcrr- 
e^i  than  the  art  of  murdering  without 
.      pain. 

!  Some  hare  advanced,  without  due  at- 
tention to  the  confcquences  of  this  no- 
tion, that  certain  virtues  have  their  cor- 
Rfiondtnt  faults;  and,  therefore,  that  to 
afihit  either  apart  u  to  dtsviate  from 
pobability.  Tmimmsacoblervedby 


Swift  to  be  '  gratxful  in  the  fame  degree 
*  as  cliey  are  rcil.'ntfal.'  This  princi- 
ple, v/ith  others  of  the  ihme  kiml,  fup- 
poles  mr.n  to  act  fr^m  a  brute  impiihe, 
and  punlic  :\  Ck-M;:in  dw\^Trc%?  of  inclina- 
tion, wiiliuuc  any  choice  of  the  objcil  5 
for,  orl.;;v.J'.-,  t'.oMgh  it  fiioidd  be  al- 
lowed th:it  :;:Ti'.it.ti.ic  :'.r.J  rc-lcntmtnt  arife 
from  the  fame  co;;lutut:on  of  t!ie  paf- 
fio::?,  it  follcjv.s  not  that  thty  wWl  be 
equally  indul'',Ld  wju-n  reafon  is  con- 
fultcdj  vet  unlcfs  that  confequcnce  be 
admitted,  tliii  faj.;r.cio\is  ma::im  becomes 
aneiupty  loupd,  with«out  any  relation  to 
praiVjce  or  to  life. 

Noi  is  it  evident,  that  even  the  fiHl 
motion  i  to  rhtrlc  elK6t-}  aif  always  in  the 
fame  jirop<»rtion.  For  pride,  which  pro- 
duces quicknefsof  refenimtnt,  will  ob- 
ihutl  gratitude,  byunwillin^rnefsto  ad- 
mit that  infei  iority  which  obligation  im- 
plies ;  and  it  i«  very  unlikely  that  he 
who  cannot  think  he  receives  a  favour^ 
will  acknowledge  or  repay  it. 

It  is  of  ih';  iitmoft  importance  to 
manlind,  th.u  ]K>i!iion^>  of  thi««  ten- 
dency fhouKl  Ik-  lhi<i  <i>fn  and  confuted  { 
for  whiL  mm  conillcr  ^;ood  and  evil  as 
f^.ii'i-inj;  fr.nn  th,-  Ihtrje  roor,  they  v.-iil 
Iparc  the  one  for  tlie  lul.c  of  the  other; 
rrd.  in  ."id'-jing,  if  not  of  others,  r.t  leaft 
<■■(  th.!nii.!vc?,  v*-!!!  l>c  apt  to  cllimate 
ilv...r  virtues  by  their  vices.  To  this 
frtiid  eir:r  all  thoii?  will  contribute-  who 
Cv  nfound  the  colours  of  licjhtaiid  wrong; 
arid,  inftcad  of  helping;  to  fettle  ih.ir 
boundarirs,  mix  tlitni  wuh  :ij  much  art, 
th?t  no  common  mind  is  abiu  to  difunite 
th.m. 

In  rarrri'.i^'cs,  wh-.'»-e  I'.il -rical  vri*?.- 
city  li".^  nopiiicc,  I  cxi.nct  diiVovtrwhy 
ihfiv  flio'iid  p.':t  he  txl;:M;.:.'i  t.'io  :noft 
perf-'ft  ider.  0.*  vlriue;  cm'  viiiuc  not  an- 
gJicul,  ncT  above  pioba'hiliry.  fv>r  wh:it 
we  cannot  credit  w.*  fhall  n-^-verimit.^.'v:, 
but  the  highelt  nr.d  punl^  tliat !^M*njnity 
r  «n  itach,  v.-hlch,  cx£ri.'.:Ld  \v.  !"'jch  rri.-»h 
as  thevprious  i\.'\\«h.ti':r.o.:f  !h;n;;?  fh-iil 
bring  upon  it,  moy,  h\  c-iiqu.ring  fom*; 
crdamitic^,  r.nd  n '.'.viitj^^  '.'*hcr*,  tvvxh 
us  what  wt-may  hope,  and  v.'.:ut  v-  caii 
perfomi.  Vice,  for  vicj  is  ncci.iVary  tu 
be  fhewn,  iliould  niv.\.y:>  dil-^-uit;  nor 
Oiculd  the  grac'.'f.  of  r-^.i.-y,  or  the  dig- 
nity of  foungf!,  be  1'^  united  with  it 
as  to  ix^cmcilc  it  10  th-  mind.  Wheie- 
cvcr  it  appears,  it  fnoviM  riifj  hatn.i.i  by 
the  malignity  of  it's  prav^liccf,  r.nt!  con- 
tempt hy  the  nitanuvib  o\'  V' :-  ^XTyjvc^wwL  \ 
for  while  it  is  l■upY^vl)L^^.•:  a'O^tt  ^^n-*. 
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<«-  <7vint,  it  wiJl  be  feidom  heartily  ab- 
bcrred.  The  Koman  tyrant  was  con- 
tent to  be  hiited,  if  he  was  huf  feared; 
and  there  arc  thoufands  of  the  readers  of 
romances  willing  to  be  thought  wicked, 
if  they  may  be  allowed  to  be  witt;.     It 


i'i  therefore  to  he  (ter^-.-^ily  innilcatcd,  th:\t 
vlruic  is  the  hiL^hed  prouf  of  uniUrilarul- 
ini(,  and  the  only  lolid  bafis  of  grcjt- 
ncfs :  and  that  vice  is  tiic  natural  con- 
fequcnrc  of  nanow  thoiight^ij  th.it  it 
begins  in  n2iltake>  and  ends  iniguoniiny.. 


N«  V.   TUESDAY,   APRIL  3,  1750. 


»T  VvnZ  OMNII   ACEX,  NUNC  OMNIS   PA«TUR1T  AKBOS; 
NUNC  rtONDKNT   SILVA,    NUNC  F  01  MOSI  SSIMU  S  ANNUS. 


Vmc. 


KOW   EYCRT  PICLD,    NOW  EYERY   TEEF,  T5  CEFEN; 
VOW  CEMAL  NAIUKE's  FAXKEST   FACE   IS   StEN* 


EVERY  man  155  fufficiently  difcon- 
tented  with  fomc  circnmiVAnces  of 
bis  preient  fiate,  to  fuller  his  imagina- 
tion Id  range  more  cr  lefs  in  quert  of 
future  happinefsy  and  to  fix  npon  fome 
point  of  t'lmCf  in  which,  by  the  removal 
of  the  fnconveriience  which  now  per- 
plexes him,  or  acquifition  of  the  advan- 
tage which  he  at  preftnt  wants,  he  fliall 
find  the  condition  of  his  life  veiy  much 
improved. 

When  this  time,  which  is  too  often 
czpeAed  with  great  impatience,  at  laft 
arrivvs,  it  generally  comes  without  the 
lilellhig  for  which  it  was  defired  j  but  we 
ibbce  ourielves  with  fome  new  profpe^^, 
and  prtfs  foTivaxd  again  with  equal  ca- 
^mcfs. 

It  i*".  Kicky  for  a  man  in  whom  tliis 
temper  prevails,  when  he  turns  his  hopes 
upon  things  wltolly  out  of  his  own  pow- 
er J  fince  he  forbears  then  to  precipitate 
hi*  aitairs,  for  the  fake  of  the  great  event 
t\it  is  to  complete  his  felicity,  and  waits 
for  the  blifsful  hoxir  with  leis  negleft  of 
the  mcalure':  jicceilajy  to  be  taken  in  the 
Sii',  •.^v,  time. 

I  have  l(jii^  known  a  perfon  of  this 
ttrnfer,  wno  imliilgeil  his  dream  of  hap- 
I  siurls  with  tcfs  hurt  to  himfelf  than  fuch 
chimerical  v^ifne*  commonly  produv-e, 
-aid  ikliuilevl  hi-^  fchvnur  with  llich  ad- 
•liofc,  that  his  lifjjvjs  were  in  full  bloom 
three  J;a^t^  of  t*ic  year,  and  in  the-  other 
{.art  nevx-r  w  holly  blalkd.  Many,  pcr- 
h:ips,  w/ji^ld  \tc  deiirous  of  learning  by 
y/hat  nieajjs  he  procured  tohimlclf  fuch 
a  cheap  .f  nd  iaiVing  fatisfadiun.  It  was 
gained  by  a  conrtiint  praflice  of  refer- 
ring tite  removal  of  uli  his  uneafinefs  to 
rhe  coming  of  tJie  ntxt  Jpring:  if  his 
hjijlth  was  impairtrd,  the  ipKn;;  would 
juJiar^  /t§  a  whjl  he  w.ijitcd  was  at  a 
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high  price,  it  would  fall  it's  value  in  the 
fprln'^. 

The  fprjjig,  Indeed,  did  often  come 
without  any  of  thefc  effeils,  but  he  was 
always  cenain  that  the  next  would  be 
more  propitious  \  ror  was  ever  convinced 
that  theprefent  fprlnij  would  fail  him  be- 
fore the  middle  of  fiunmer :  for  he  al- 
ways talked  of  the  fpring  as  coming  till 
it  was  paft;  and,  wht-n  it  was  once  pall, 
every  one  agreed  with  him  that  it  was 
coming. 

By  long  convcrfe  with  this  man,  I 
am,  perhaps,  broiight  to  feel  immode- 
rate pieifure  in  the  (.ontemplation  of  this 
delightful  fenfon:  but  I  have  the  fatis- 
fai5^ion  of  finding  many,  whom  it  can  be 
no  fhame  to  ix-fcinMe,  infefted  with  the 
fame  enihufjafm ;  for  there  is,  I  believe, 
fcarcc  any  poet  of  eminence  who  has 
not  lirft  fome  tcftimony  of  his  fondnefs 
for  the  flowers,  the  ztph}T«,  and  the 
warblers  of  the  fpring.  Nor  hns  the 
moll  luxuriant  imagination  been  able  to 
deft  ri be  the  fercnity  and  happintfs  of 
the  golden  age,othciwife  than  by  giving 
a  perpetual  fpring,  as  the  higheii  ix-warcl 
of  uncorrupted  innocence. 

There  is,  indeed,  fomething  inexpref- 
fibly  pL-afmg  in  the  annual  renovation  of 
the  world,  and  the  new  dlfplay  of  llic 
ti  eafuix's  of  nature.  The  cola  and  dark- 
nels  of  winttr,  wiih  the  n:dced  defor- 
mity of  every  object  on  which  we  turiv. 
our  eyes,  make  us  rejoice  at  the  fxicceed- 
ing  Icafon,  as  well  for  what  we  have  ef- 
ca'pcd,  as  for  what  we  may  cn'oy;  and 
every  budding  flov/er,  which  a  warm  fi- 
tuatlon  bringw  caily  to  our  view,  xsccin- 
iiilcnd  by  us  as  a'  mclTengcr  to  notify 
the  approach  of  moi-c  joyous  day's. 

The  Spring  affords  to  a  mind, fe  fnn 
from  the  diftiubance  of  cares  or  paffioni 
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»f  •o  Ve  r»car.t  to  c:iim  amufcmcrts,  al- 
w.^l  evtriy  thir.i;  that  our  pR-lLTi:  It.ite 
r-.-kc*  v.s  cipabVe  of  en-ioyins:-  I'^^v;  va- 
ijr  jittfd  -. siiUirt*  of  the  fii.!J»  ami  woc^i;;, 
lut  ivTccfiion  of  pi-artful  <n!oiir>,  the 
\^\c^  of  plcafuiT  poitrir.g  otit  its*  nctii 
« 1  rVL-rv  liitf,  v.iih  :l;t  ^l.L'.nt'f^  ;ij»^)i- 
r-.r.iiv  cor.»'L-lveJ  'uy  i\tiy  himiii-'I,  t'lom 
r.:  ■  iriowth  of  his  fjxxl,  avd  the  cleint-ncy 
•- :"  iVe  \v-.'.ther,  thrr.v  owr  th.: 'vhc-le 
r-j-:r.  an  sir  of  gaiety,  fig!iif.iTi?ifiy  ljc- 
r.tlVe.l  h\  the  ilmii'*  of  iiAtu't. 

Vtt  t!:i:re  art TT.'.'n  to  v  h^rt  th 'll- fc*: n .*s 
:.rc  abit  to  pvj.  no  iLligh%  r.r..l  v.!iO 
t."Tva\v::y  from  all  tht  ^r'.i:».:i^s  of  ni- 
r  J  ociuty,  fo  lole  tiirir  hoiuv.  ?n:i  I'.i- 
vr.t  ".'.i-:!  ihoii^l-.rs  by  cards  or  rillcm- 
k'\i.-  t  a  tuvcm  dlrjier,  or  tlie  pra:;icof 
?-•     i.iy. 

It  nukybc  laid  do^vn  as  a  p  >rif  ion 
which  "wiii  icldoin  deceive,  th:;v  wiicn  a 
v.xn  cannot  bear  his  own  con'.p.ir.;.  there 
1-  foir«:u:;n^  wrong.  Ht-inuit  riy  i'lom 
t.r.Sclij<Ahtr  bccaufc  he  firels  a  tatlouf- 
r.ri".  in  life  frwn  the  eqviijioilc  of  :-i\  vHip- 
tv  iji::*d,  which,  having'  no  tcr.ucr.cy  ro 
t  Lc  nn.cTion  more  than  another  but  :i*w  It 
i*  irr.pci'cJ  bv  tome  txteriial  power,  mull 
ii^vvnys  hjvc-  luCturft  to  foreign  ooiccls; 
cr  tK  mult  be  ufraid  of  the  intriificn  of 
^r.Tir  unplcailn^  iiLas,  and  pcrl\aps  is 
f'-ni?gling  to  cfc.ipc  from  the  rsmem- 
1  i  ViQc  of  a  lofs,  the  fear  of  a  c:ikunit>-, 
c  r  f-  -me  other  thought  ot'  j;reatcr  horror. 

Iholu  vhrnn  forrow  incapricitafi  s  to 
tr'^y  the  plcifurc^  of  contvinpi.ifion, 
ri^y  properly  .*ippJy  to  fuch  divci  fions, 
picvided  they  are  innocent,  as  lay  Itrong 
fct>£d  on  the  attmtior.  j  and  thole  whom 
frai  of  any  future  aifiiction  chainii  down 
iM  miiet7  mail  endeavour  to  obviate  the 

-\Iy  confidtrations  (hill,  on  this  oc- 
rrjMon,  bo  turned  on  fuch  as  are  burJ.?n- 
Wziic  to  thcmicUcs  merely  bccauii:  tht-}* 
wjnt  fubjc^s  for  rt  f?c^ion,  and  lo  v^  h  jm 
the  volume  o(  nature  a  thro-.vn  open 
*Li'hw\it  aJfording  them  pleafuic  or  in- 
Kr-.tsTrion,  littjiule  tbcy  never  learned  to 
rti^  thf  fh'iraicfcci^i. 

A  I'rcKrh  author  has  advanced  this 
f«rinlnji  ituradox— that  *  very  fv'w  men 
*  know  iiow  to  take  a  walk  ;*  and,  in- 
G-M,  it  is  true,  that  few  know  how  to 
tjkt  a  walk  widi  a  profpsci  of  any  other 
pleaioK  thui  the  fame  company  would 
tare  afforded  them  at  hamr. 

There  are  animaiB  that  borrow  their 
cdour  {worn  the  neighbouring  body,  and 
caiAyifagly  ?9cy  tbcir  hueai  they  hdp» 


\r  w  to  ihani-c  th  \v  phre.  In  like  man- 
ner it  ougi:r  to  1.C  ih':  ( ndcavour  of  every 
Br.xn  to  deiive  hi'*  r.flcctions  from  the 
ob>*cN  a^<mt  hi::i ;  Icr  it  is  tc»  no  pur- 
p'-'i':  tliat  ht  aJt'-r.»  liis  pofition,  if  his  at- 
tLUtinn  coi.linu;:*  ri:wul  lo  tlit  Ihjiic  poiiit. 
Th';  nvnd  flioi  id  be  k-jpt  opni  to  tlicac- 
ctf-i  of  eveiT  TiLw  iiLa,  ar.J  lb  fir  diiL-n- 
psi^'d  from  the  pi cihr.r inane*:  of  p-rti- 
cnlnr  thoughts  as  eafily  to  jccommodace 
iifclf  io  ocL-afion-J  cntortninmcnt. 

A  man  that  h:t*  ffjnr.eJ  this  habit  rf 
turnir.g  evcr\-  r.tw  obircl  io  his  cnter- 
tairmur.t,  lin:i«i  ip  tljL-]»roiiuctions  of  na- 
tiirx-  ;ui  incxh.uiirj^^le  !*ock  of  natcrials 
U}>on  v.lr.chhc  c:\r.employhimlclfwiih- 
cnit  any  ic7npt;itiors  to  envy  or  m:ilr\*o- 
icnc*;;  faults,  perhap'4,  fcidom  totally 
avohicd  by  ihofe  whofe  judgment  is 
much  cxeicifui  upon  the  works  of  art- 
He  has  always  a  certain  prof]j«£l  of  dif- 
covering  new  realuns  for  adoring  the 
foveix-ign  Author  of  the  univerfe,  and 
p-rly-ibic  hopes,  of  making  ibmc  difco- 
\ci  y  of  bincHt  to  others,  or  of  proht  to 
lu.'ijilif.  ThiJT  is  no  doubt  but  many 
\  ..,;:!uVi'.c«  arid  animals  liavc  quidities 
th'.'.t  ini2;l*.t  be  of  gi'eat  ufe,  to  the  kiiow- 
k'di--cot  which  there  is  not  required  much 
foice  cf  ptr.ctraiion,  or  f.itigue  of  Ruily, 
bur  only  f  ■v.-qiicnt  cxj>erimcnrs  and  clofc 
atteniicn.  Whaiisfaidby  L.icchym-.itsof 
tht-ir  (la/lin;:  rr.eicuiy,  is  pe']iap>  tmeuf 
ev^rv  body  ihroi  iih  rhc  whole  creation, 
th.-.t  if  a  tho'uUnd  livi:*;  friouiJ  W  f|)ei:t 
\'l't)!i  ir,  aii  it  s  proi^rtits  would  not  be 
foiT.d  out. 

M.'.rkind  muf:  nceefTarily  he  tilverfi- 
HcJ  by  vario:'.-*  tailL-^,  fiine  1  I'c  artbr*^?; 
auiir.  ii'iiiv-^  I'^ch  ):»ultii>licit3.'&f\:Tiplcy- 
liieiit*;  ?.iv.I  1  nation  cf  r.ui.'iir.li!is  is 
ni:!l:!':r  ro  '.e  iit^.J  :io;"  djllrcd:  biit  it  id 
furtiv  r..t  i;r.; :  ;;  i-i  fj  i>i.»Int  out  a  fre/h 
amuiin-.nt  to  •''.•;:'j  v.ho  b.npuish  in 
hiruiili,  a!id  rc^ji::w  ii\  I'kr.ty.  for  wp.nt  of 
fume  Ivuice  oiMivc:  ilon  I'lU  n'.:iy  bj  Itf* 
eaiiiv  v^xiiMi •.".'.■■!.  iind  lu  inform  the  ir.uU 
ti^Jlic^  'A  bc.r]:i:::ci,  v.l-.o  are  burdened 
wirli  evL-.y  new  d:'.y, ih'it  '.hc"c are* many 
lii  v.-s  v.-hi'jh  tV.c^'  jiiivc  nor  fcen. 

He  :/.■■•-  ui.lai-i^c-t  lii\  curiofiry  after  the 
v.'oj ks of nut'.i)f,  t'lCrncnrti al'ly  mu;liph:_"s 
tl.j  inl.ts  :o  lL:'.pp:ncis;  and  thcretcre 
the-  \ oun^cr  pa:  t  of  n.y  :jJ.i!cri,  to  whvm 
I  licdicnie  tii:"!.  vernal  fpecularion,  mud 
exci.!e  n.c-  fer  cailii-g  upon  them,  to 
make  Lfc  at  once  of  the  ipi  ir.g  cf  the  year, 
and  tlie  furing  of  life;  to  acquia,  v.'hile 
tlipir  minds  imy  bt  ytt  unprcVXcA  v!\^iw 
utfw  iiDtg4<,  a  loYi'  of  kRTiOWul  ipVa^- 


H 


fijiTs,  ami  an  ardour  for  nfttful  k:7ry\v- 
kiigt j  aiid  to  remfcmbcr,  thut  a  bli;.:hted 
%nng  makes  a  barren  year,  und  that  the 
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vernal  fitwrcrs,  liownirr  beat 
giy,  ire  only  in  fended  bvnr.tu 
paratives  to  autumnal  fiiiits. 


N'VI.    SATURDAY,  APRIL  7,  1750. 

imeMUA  Kos  r.xr.Kc%r  inertia,  navibus  athjjt 

r.nADiriGtS  PFTIMUS  9ENC  TIVKRE:    <^U0D  PKTIS,  HIC   EST} 
EST   ULUBRIS4    ANIIwrVS  81   T£  NON    DEFICIT    AqUUS. 

Hoe. 

ilCTlVE   IN   INDOLENCE,    ABROAD  WE   liOAM 

IN   <iUEST  or   IlArPINESSy    WHICH  DWELLS  AT    HOME: 

WITH   VAIN    PURSUITS   FA7ICU*D,    AT    LENGTH   YOU*LL    FIND, 

SiO  PLACE   EXCLUDES  IT  FROM  AN    EQ.UAL   MIND. 

E  L  F  '11  N  ! 


THAT  man  (hould  nevesr  fuflfcr  his 
happinel's  to  depend  upon  external 
^cumilauceG,  is  one  of  the  chief  pre- 
cepts of  the  Stoical  piulofophy;  a  pre- 
cept, indeed,  v^ich  that  lofty  feci  has 
extended  beyond  tlie  condition  of  human 
life,  and  in  which  fome  of  Licm  fecm  to 
have  compriied  an  utter  cxcluiion  of  all 
corporal  pain  and  pici'urc  fix>m  tlic  re- 
gard or  attention  of  awiie  man. 

Such  fapicfuia  mfantefis,  as  Horace 
calls  the  doctrine  of  another  fefl,  iuch 
extravagance  of  phiJofophy,  can  want 
neither  auihorky  nor  ari^mcnt  for  it's 
confutation:  it  is  overthrown  by  the  ex- 
perience of  every  lionr,  and  the  powers 
of  nature  rife  up  againO^  it.  But  we  may 
Tcr^'  "properly  enquire,  how  near  to  tliis 
cacaited  llate  it  is  in  our  power  to  ap- 
proach, how  far  we  can  exempt  ourfelves 
fcoiu  outwari  influences,  and  fccuie  to 
our  minds  a  ftate  of  tranquillity:  for 
though  the  boaft  of  abfolutc  indepen- 
dence is  ridiculous  and  vain,  yet  a  mean 
flexibility  to  every  im]?ulfc,  and  a  patient 
fnbniiflion  to  the  tyi-anny  of  cafuul  trou- 
bles, is  below  the  dignity  of  that  mind 
ivhich,  however  depraved  or  weakened, 
boafts  it's  derivation  from  a  celeftial  ori- 
ginal, and  hopes  for  an  union  with  infi- 
x^j'ie  goodnefs  and  unvahabk  felicity. 

Nl  vitiis  pfjora  foveia 

Prtprium  dejrat  crtum, 
Unlefs  the  foul,  to  vice  a  thrall^ 
Defert  her  own  original. 

The  neccflity  of  rrc£ling  ourfelves  to 
ibine  degree  of  intelleftual  dignity,  and 
of  prefervingrefoiu>ces  of  pleafure  which 
may  not  be  wholly  at  tlic  meicv'  of  acci- 
4ent,  is  never  more  apparent  than  when 
vi;  turn  our  eyes  upon  thofe  whom  for- 


tune has  let  loofe  to  their  own 
who,  nci  heipiy  chain'^.-d  dow 
condition  to  a  regular  and  ft; 
mcnt  of  their  hour«,  are  ob!i,^ 
themfelvcs  bi:;ine;  or  diver 
having  nothing;  within  that  cai 
or  cmpjoy  thcnj,  arc  comjjelle 
the  arts  cf  dcilroying  lime. 

Thv  irjmbcrlefs  expedient? 
by  Oils  clafs  of  mortals  to  all 
buixlcn  of  life,  is  not  lefs  fhj».r 
perhaps  mucii  lefs  pitiable,  ih 
which  a  trader  on  the  edi.7e 
riiptc^'  is  reduced.  I  have  fe 
choly  overfpread  a  whole  fain 
diiappointmcnt  of  a  partj'  for  < 
when,  after  thi.*  propolbl  of  3 
fchemcR,  and  the*  dil'patch  of  tV 
upon  a  hundred  nuflages,  they 
mitt.'»d,  with  gloomy  refignat 
misfortune  of  paffing  one  cveni 
verfation  with  each  other,  on 
fuch  arc  the  revolutions  of  the 
unexpr£led  vifitor  has  brough 
lief,  acceptable  as  provifion  to 
city,  and  enabled  them  to  he 
the  next  day. 

The  geiicral  remedy  of  tho! 
uneafy  without  knowing  the 
change  of  place;  diey  arc  willi 
gine  that  tlveir  pain  is  tlic  conl 
iiame  local  inconvc-nitnce,  and 
to  fly  from  it,  as  children  from 
dow?  J  always  hoping  for  {om 
tiifa^lory  delight  from  every 
and  always  returning  home  « 
pointment  and  complaints. 

Who  can  look  upon  this  kii 
tuation,  without  refleSting  on 
fuflfer  under  the  dreadful  fy 
canine  madnefs,  termed  by 
tlic  dread  of  ivaterf  Thefc 
wretchjss,  usable  todrinki  tho 
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1^  With  thirft;  are  fofneftimes  known  to 
try  various  contortions*  or  incUnations  of 
^  body,  ffatterinj  themfclves  that  they 
cm  (\7ali0w  in  one  potture  that  liquor 
vhich  they  find  in  another  to  repel  their 

V_t  luch  folly  is  not  peculiar  to  the 
&au^tld's  or  ignorant,  hut  fometimLs 
Saret  thole  minds  which  leera  moft  ex- 
cmpt<^  rrom  it,  by  the  variety  of  at- 
ninmcnt.s  quickncls  of  penetntion,  or 
fr-.erity  of  jucigment;  and,  indired,  the 
pride  of  Nvit  and  knowied:^  is  often 
mortified  by  finding  that  they  confer  no 
feau'itv  againfi  the  common  errors  which 
nudca^  the  weakeft  and  meaneil  of  man- 
kind. 

Thefe  refleftioni  arofe  in  my  mind 
\i:>-)n  the  nrmembrance  of  a  paA'a^  in 
Co\*'ley"s  pref:ice  to  his  poems;  where, 
h jwfvcr  exol'cd  by  genius,  and  enlarged 
by  itudy,  he  informs  us  of  a  fchcme  of 
L'lppincfs  to  which  the  Imaginaiion  of  a 
giri  upon  the  lofs  of  her  fir  ft  lover  could 
h-vcr  Icarcely  givfn  way,  but  which  he 
f(.vms  to  have  indulged,  till  he  had  to- 
tally forgotten  it's  abfurdity,  and  would 
nrobibly  have  put  in  execution  had  he 
bscn  hindered  only  by  his  reafon. 

*  My  dtfu^-,-  fays  he,  *  has  been  for 

*  (lime  ycv'S  pad,  thoujrh  the  execution 
'  has  been  accidentally  iUverte<l,   and 

*  docs  (till  vehemently  continue,  to  re- 
'  tire  niyfelf  to  fome  of  our  American 

*  Planutions;  not  to  feek  for  gold,  or 

*  enrich  mvfclf  with  the  traffick  of  thole 

*  parts,  wtiich  is  the  end  of  moft  m.en 

*  th.it  bavel  thither,  but  to  fbrlake  this 

*  world  for  ever,  with  all  the  vanities 
^  and  vexations  of  it,  and  to  bury  n-  yfclf 
'  there  in  forae  obfcure  rctrtat,  but  not 

*  without  the  coniblation  of  letters  and' 

*  philofophy.* 

Such  was  the  chimerical  provifion 
which  Cowley  had  made,  in  nis  own 
mind,  for  the  quiet  of  his  remaining  life; 
aid  which  lie  Teems  to  recommend  to 
pvlMty,  fince  there  is-  no  other  reafon 
fcr  difciofing  it.  Surely  no  ftlt>nger  in- 
Aancc  can  be  given  of  a  perfuafion,  that 
content  w  t  the  inhabitant  of  particular 
ftpont,  and  that  a  man  might  fet  fail 
widi  a  fair  wind;  and  leave  behind  him 
all  fait  cares>  iacnmbrancet,  and  cala- 
fliitks% 

If  he  travellodifo  far  withno  oAcr  pur- 
yefethmto  bmy  bimfelfimfimi  gbfcmre 
^ttftmty  he  might  have  founds  in  his  own 
•RMTT,  innumenbte  covvm  fvffident^ 
Ir^Hfc  V^^am  €OBt€ahd  the  genrn  of 


Cowley;  for  \Aatevcr  might  be  his  opi- 
nion of  Oie  importimity  with  which  he 
might  be  i'nnimoned  back  into  pubtick 
lif;,  a  fhort  cxpc.-icncj  would  have  con- 
I'inced  him,  that  privation  is  ealier  than 
acqulHtinn,  and  that  it  would  require  littitf 
connnuaiice  10  fee  himielf  from  ih'--  in- 
trulion  of  the  v/o:ld.  There  is  pride 
cnon;Th  in  th:  hiiin:m  heart  to  prevent 
mucli  dclire  of  rtcqariintiincv*  with  a  in-m 
by  whom  wsr  arc  line  to  be  ncgle^^ed, 
h(r,vevcr  hi«5  reputation  for  fcicriCv-  or  vir- 
tue may  excite  our  curio fity  or  eilccm; 
fo  that  the  Idvci-  of  retirement  needs  not 
be  afrnid  Icit  the  rcfpcft  of  Itrangws 
Oiould  ovenvh'jlr.i  him  with  vifits.  Even- 
thofe  to  whom  he  has  fonnerly  bcwi' 
known  will  v?ty  pitienlly  fnpport  his 
aljfence  when  they  have  tried  a  little  Mar 
live  without  him,  and  found  new  divcr- 
fions  for  thole  momvinis  which  his  com- 
pany contributed  to  exliiiuratc. 

It  was  pcrliaps  ordained  by  Provi- 
dence, to  hinder  us  from  ivrannifiMg 
over  one  another,  that  no  mdi vidua! 
fiiould  be  of  fuch  importance  as  to  caufe, 
by  his  rcf^reincnt  or  death,  any  chafm 
in  the  wor!«l.  And  Cowley  had  con- 
verilyl  to  little  purpoi'e  with  mankind,  if 
he  had  never  remarked,  how  loon  the 
ufcful  friend,  the  gay  companion,  and 
the  favoured  lover,  whon  once  thty  are 
remov*-d  from  btfoit  the  fight,  give  way 
to  the  iuccefi'on  of  n'-'.v  objeft«. 

The  privacy,  therefore,  of  his  hsmai- 
tage  might  have  been  fafe  enough  from 
viobHcn,  though  he  ha<l  chofen  it  within 
the  lirr.its  of  his  native  iflind;  he  mip:ht 
have  found  here  prefervatlvus  again  It  the 
'vanities  and  ^vexations  of  the  world,  not 
leis  efficacious  than  thofe  which  the 
woods  or  fields  of  America  could  afTojxl 
himt  but  h'».ving  once  his  mind  imbitt<*r- 
cd  v.'ith  difgult,  he  cor.ccived  it  impof- 
fible  to  be  fai*  enough  from  the  caule  of 
his  uneall!ief<5;  p.r.c!  was  polling  away 
with  the  cxjxdition  of  a  cowai-d,  whug 
for  want  of  venturing  to  look  behind 
him,  thinks  the  enemy  pci-pctuallyat  hi» 
heels. 

When  he  was  interrupted  by  company, 
or  fatigued  wirh  bufincft,  he  fo  ihxmg- 
ly  imaged  to  himfdf  the  happinefs  of 
Icifunr  and  i-^treat,  tliat  he  determined  to 
enjoy  them  for  the  fiiture  witliout  intcr- 
n:ption,  and  to  exclude  for  ever  all  that 
could  deprive  him  of  his  darling  fatis- 
fa^ion.  He  forgot,  in  t\\e  veViemecicc 
ofdefiTc,  that  folitude  and  <\\i\cl  qw&\^c 
pieafuTK  to  thofe  mifcrin  v/VvcVwVw  vr^* 


i6 


THE    RAMBLER. 


to  (hidions  to  obviate:  for  fiirh  srre  ihc 
niciiTitudcsof  the  world,  throiip:h  all  ifs 
ports,  that  dar  and  night,  labour  and 
left,  hurry  and  retirement,  endear  each 
other;  fuch  are  the  changes  that  keep  the 
aiiml  in  a6lion;  wede(ire,we  purfue,  we 
obtain,  wc  are  latiated;  we  defirc  fome- 
tfaing  die,  and  begin  a  new  ptirfiiit. 

If  he  had  proceeded  in  his  project,  and 
fixed  his  habitation  in  the  moft  dclight- 
liil  part  of  the  new  world,  it  may  be 
donbted,  whether  his  diihtnce  from  the 
^mmiits  of  Life  would  have  enabled  him 
to  keep  away  the  vexations.  It  is  com- 
mon tor  a  man  who  feels  pain  to  fancy 
that  he  could  bear  it  better  in  any  other 
put,  Cowley  having  known  t*ie  trou- 
bles and  perplexities  of  a  particular  con- 
^itioa^  readily  perfuaded  himfelf  that  no- 


rinng  worfc  was  to  br  fm 
ever\'  alteration  v/mild  bi 
provenM-nt:  he  never  ft  if} 
raufc  of  his  u:iriapptn*j(' 
that  his  own  paifums  were 
ly  rw'gulatecl;  and  that  be  v 
liii  own  imiiatience,  whic 
be  without  lomcthing  to  av 
accompany  him  over  the 
it's  way  to  his  American 
would,  upon  the  trial,  hayc 
vinccd,  that  the  fountain  t 
fpring  up  in  the  mimi;  n 
has  lb  Httle  knowledge 
ture,  as  to  fevrk  happinel 
any  thing  but  liis  ov%ni  di 
wade  his  life  in  fruit U-f 
multiply  thegricfj^  which 
remove. 


N»  Vn.    TUESDAY,  APRIL  lo,  i; 


D   QUI    7IRVITVA    MUNPUM    RATIONS    GVBERNA9» 
TKRRARVM    COELI^UR    SATOR  !— 

VI8JICB    TKRREN^,    NEBULAS    FT    TO^PFRA    MOLIS, 
ilT^UE     TWO    SFLCNPORE    MICa!     TU    NAMQ^VE    SIREKUM, 
TW    REqVIES    TRANq^UII.r.A    rilS.       7E    CTRNERF,    FINIS, 
rRIMCiriUMy    VECTOR,    DUX,   SEMITA,    TERMINUS,    IDEM. 


] 


o  Twow  wnosB  TOWER  o'lt  MorrKn  wori. n<  trt«tpes, 

WHOIE    TOICB    CREATED,    AND    WKOSB    WInDOM    CUIPE&, 
QN    BARKLIKG    M-^N    SN    TV  RE    t¥  e  V  L<KET^Cl.    SHINE, 
AND-  CHEAR   THE  CLOUPBD    MIND  WITH   L/IcUT    DiriNB* 
*TI1    THINE    ALONE     TO    CALM    THE    HOUS     BREAST 
WITH     SXLBNT    CONFIDENCE    AND    nOLV    REST: 
r%OM    THEI,    GBBAT    COP,    WE    SPRING  i   TO    THEE    WX    TEN 
TATB>   MOTIVBy   GUIDE,   ORIGINAL,    AND    END. 


THE  love  of  Retirement  has,  in  all 
ages,  adhered  clofelv  to  thofe  minds 
which  nave  been  moft  enlarged  by  know- 
ledge, or  elevated  by  genius.  Thofe 
who  enjoyed  every  thing  generally  fup- 
voied  to  confer  happinel's,  have  been 
forced  to  feek  it  in  the  fhadcs  of  privacy. 
TTiough  they  poiTefTed  both  power  and 
riches,  and  were  thereforc  furrouiidcd 
hy  men  who  confidei-ed  it  as  their  chief 
intereft  to  remove  from  them  every  thing 
that  might  offend  their  eafe,  or  inter- 
rupt tlieir  pleafurc,  they  have  foon  felt 
the  bnguors  of  latiety,  and  found  them- 
lelves  unable  to  purme  the  race  of  life 
without  frequent  rcfpirations  of  inter- 
mediate folitude. 

To  produce  this  difpofition  notliing 
appears  requiiite  but  quick  fenfibility, 
snd  a^ive  imagination }  for,  though  not 
ikvoted  to  rirtuc  or  fcknce,  the  man 


whofe  facilities  enable bii 
comparifons  of  the  prcfcT 
will  find  fuch  a  conftun 
the  fame  ple.ifures  and  trc 
expe6>aiions  and  drfapp 
he  will  gladly  fnaicli  an 
to  let  his  thoughts  exj: 
and  feek  for  that  vani 
ideas  which  the  objects 
afford  him. 

Nor  will  greatnefs,  or 
empt  him  from  the  impo 
dclirej  fmce,  ,if  he  is  be 
cannot  reftrain  himfelf  I 
enquiries  and  fpeculati 
muft  purfue  by  his  ov 
which  the  fplehdourof  1; 
only  hinder;  for  thofe 
exalted  above  dependai 
are  yet  condemne<l  to  pj 
butfi  of  their  tinofi  to  ctii 
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nty.  that,  according  to  the 
rcrb»  no  man  in  the  noufe  is 
-e  than  the  mailer, 
king  alked  Euclid  the  ma- 
ly  whether  he  could  not  ex- 
rt  to  him  in  a  more  compen- 
ner,  he  was  anfwcred^  that 
no  royal  xm  to  geometry, 
igs  may  be  teized  by  mighty 
r^  witn  money;  but  know, 
be  gained  only  by  ftudy,  and 
ic  prosecuted  only  in  retire- 

re  focne  of  the  modves  which 
pow^r  to  fequeiler  kines  and 
>m    the  crowds  that  toothed 

flatteries,  or  mfpiritcd  them 
unations:  but  their  efHcacy 
ined  to  the  hl^ier  mind,  and 
little  upon  the  common  clafTes 
id,  to  whoie  conceptions  the 
rmblage  of  things  is  adequate, 
ddom  range  b^ond  thofe  en- 
ix%   and  vexations  which  fo- 

attcntion  by  prefling  on  their 

re  is  an  univerfal  reafon  for 
d  intervals  of  folitude,  which 
tions  of  the  church  call  upon 
efpecially  to  mention;  a  rea- 
1  cxtnids  as  wide  as  moral 
the  hopes  of  divine  favour  in 
tate;  and  which  ought  to  in- 
l  ranks  of  life,  and  all  degrees 
£\;  fmce  none  cm  imagine 
s  not  comprehended  in  it's  Ob- 
but  fuch  as  determine  to  kt 
icer  at  defiance  by  obftinnte 
Ts,  or  whofe  enthuliaftick  le- 
his  approbation  places  them 
nmal  orainances,  and  all  hu- 
1%  of  improvement. 
-eat  talk  of  him  who  condufls 
'  the  precepts  of  religion,  is  to 
future  predominate  over  the 
»  jmprefs  upon  his  mind  fo 
rnie  of  the  imporunce  of  obe- 
die  divine  will,  of  the  value 
irard  promt  led  to  virtue,  and 
(  of  the  puniihment  denounced 
imes,  as  may  overbear  all  die 
IS  w^iich  teniporal  hgiie  or  fear 
in  his  way,  and  enaole  him  to 
defbncc  to  joy  and  forrow,  to 
r  at  one  time  from  die  allure- 
ambition,  and  pufh  forward  at 
^ft  the  threats  of  calamity, 
twidiout  reafon  that  the  Apof- 
*nts  our  paflage  through  tliit 
urexifhiice  by  images  drawn 


from  the  alarms  and  folicitude  of  a  mi* 
litary  life ;  for  we  are  placed  in  fuch  a 
(late,  that  almoft  every  thing  about  us 
confpires  againft  our  chief  intercft.  We 
are  in  danger  from  whatever  can  get  pof- 
feflion  of  our  thoughts;  all  that  can  ex- 
cite in  us  either  pain  or  pleafure  has  a 
tendency  to  obftruft  the  way  that  leads 
to  happinefs,  and  either  to  turn  us  afide, 
or  retard^our  progreis- 

Our  fenfes,  our  appetites,  and  pur 
pafiions,  are  our  lawful  and  faithful 
guides  in  moil  things  that  relate  folely 
to  this  life ;  and  therefore,  by  the  hour- 
ly necefTity  of  confulting  them,  we  gra- 
aually  fink  into  an  implicit  iubmiuioii 
and  habitual  confidence.  Every  a£l  of 
compliance  with  their  motions  facilitates 
a  fecond  compliance;  every  new  ftejp  to- 
wards depravity  is  made  with  lefs  re- 
lu^ance  tnan  the  former;  and  thus  the 
defcent  to  life  merely  fenfual  is  perpe- 
tually accelerated. 

Tne  fenfes  have  not  only  that  advan- 
tage over  confcience,  which  things  ne* 
ceflary  muft  always  have  over  things 
chofen,  but  they  have  likewife  a  kind  of 
prefcription  in  dieir  favour^  We  feared 
pain  much  earlier  than  vire  apprehended 
guilt,  and  were  delighted  with  the  fen- 
lations  of  pleafure  before  we  had  capa- 
cities to  be  charmed  with  the  beauty  of 
reftitude.  To  diis  power,  thus  early 
elUblifhed,  and  inceflandy  increafmg,  it 
muft  be  remembered,  that  almoft  every 
man  has,  in  foine  part  of  his  life,  added 
new  ftrength  by  a  voluntary  or  nc^lig[ent 
fubjeflion  of  himfelf ;  for  who  is  there 
that  has  not  inftigattd  his  appetites  by 
indulgence;  or  fuffered  them  by  an  un- 
refiftingneutiality  toenlarge  their  domi- 
nion, and  inuhiply  their  demands  ? 

From  the  ncceflity  of  di^xiflefling  the 
fenfitivc  faculties  ot  the  influence  which 
they  muft  naturally  rain  by  this  pre- 
occupation of  tlic  fou^  ariies  that  con- 
flict oetween  oppofite  dclires  in  the  firft 
endeavours  after  a  religious  life;  which, 
however  enthufiaftically  it  may  have  been 
defcribed,  or  however  contcmptuoufly 
ridiculed,  will  naturally  be  felt  in  fome 
degree,  though  varied  without  end,  by 
difterent  tempers  of  mind,  and  ixmu- 
merable  circumftances  of  health  or  con- 
dition, greater  or  lefs  fervoiir,  more  or 
fewer  temputions  to  relapfe. 

From  the  perpetual  neceflity  of  con- 
fulting the  animal  faculties,  in  our  pro- 
vifion  for  the  nrcC<tnt  V\tt,  vf\^<:%  ^  ^A- 
ficulty  of  >i9i&^ftaxviV\xt^  ^<»x  Viq^Aks% 
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even  in  cafc$  where  they  ought  to  be  of 
xio  weight  5  for  the  motions  of  fenfe  arc 
inftantnneous/it'ftohie^s  (Irike  unfoughty 
wc  are  accuftomed  to  follow  it's  direc- 
tions, and  therefore  often  fubmit  to  the 
ientence  without  examining  the  authority 
of  the  judgf*. 

Thus  It  appears,  upon  a  nhilofbphical 
cftimate,  that,  fuppofing  tne  mind,  at 
any  certain  time,  in  an  equipoife  between 
the  plcafures  of  this  lift*  and  the  hopes 
of  futurity,  prefent  <)bie£^s  falling  more 
fl"cqucnt1y  into  the  Tcale  would  in  time 
preponderate,  ^nd  that  our  regard  for 
an  mvifible  ftate  would  erow  every  nw- 
ihcnt  weaker,  till  at  hit  it  would  \o(k 
^11  if  s  af^ivity,  and  become  abfolutely 
vrithout  dtt&. 

To  prevent  this  dreadfViI  event,  the 
balance  rs  put  into  our  own  hands,  and 
wc  have  power  to  trausfcr  the  wright  to 
cither  fide.  The  motives  to  a  life  of 
holiness  are  infinite;  not  lefs  than  the 
favour  or  anger  of  Omnipotence,  notiefs 
than  eternity  of  happiness  or  miferv.  But 
thefe  can  only  influence  our  condufl  as 
they  gain  our  attention,  which  the  bufi- 
nefs  or  diverfions  of  the  vf  orld  are  always 
calling  off  by  contrary  attra^Uons. 

The  great  art  therefore  of  piety,  and 
the  end  for  which  all  the  rites  of  religion 
Icem  to  be  inftituted,  is  the  perpetual 
renovation  of  the  motives  to  vutue,  by 
a  voluntary  employment  of  our  mind  in 
die  contemplation  of  it''s  excellence,  it's 


importince,  and  It^s  ne 
proportion  as  thty  are 
and  more  willingly  rcvc 
forcible  and  pcrmancn 
time  they  become  the  n 
ftandin^  principles  of  a 
by  which  every  thing 
ju<lgmcnt  is  reje^ed  or 

To  ^cilitate  this  cY 
fcfVions,  it  is  necefTarj 
the  temptations  of  th( 
tiring  at  certain  feafons 
influence  arifing  only  f 
i^  much  lelTened  whei 
objeft  of  foKtary  raedi 
ftant  refidence  amid  ft  n 
inevitably  obliterates  il 
piety,  and  a  frequent  at 
ftlvcs  into  a  ftatc,  whe 
the  next,  operates  only 
will  rcinftate  religion  ii 
rity,  even  without  thofc 
above,  the  hope  of  wh 
tention  to  withdraw  fro 
the  diligent. 

This  is  that  conquc 
and  of  ourfelves,  which 
confidercd  as  the  perfc 
nature:  and  this  is  on) 
by  fervent  prayer,  Ih 
and  frequent  retiremcn 
vanity  J  from  the  cures 
the  joys  of  intcrapvnini 
ling  founds  of  deceitful 
tempting  fight  of  prolpc 


N«  VIII.    SATURDAY,  APRI  L  14, 

■  TATITVH  ?OF.NAS  PECCANBI   SOLA  VOLUNTAS) 

NAM  6CELUS    INTRA  SZ  TACITUM  qjil  COCITAT  ULLVM, 
X-ACTl  CKIMLN  HAftET. 


rOR  HS  THAT  BUT  COKCtlVCS  A  CRIME   IN   THOUGHT, 
CONTRACTS  THE   DANCER  OF  AN   ACTUAL   FAULT. 


IF  the  mod  a5live  and  induftrious  of 
mankind  was  able,  at  the  clofe  of 
Ijfc,  to  recollect  diftin£Uy  his  paft  mo- 
ments, and  diftribute  them,  in.arcgu^ 
lar  account,  according  to  the  manner  in 
which  they  have  boenfpent,  it  is  fcarcely 
to  be  in^agincJ  how  few  would  be 
marked  out  to  the  mind  by  any  penna- 
rjcnt  orvifible  efFc-fts,  how  fmall  a  pro- 
poition  his  real  a^ion  would  bear  to  h» 
leeming  pofTibilities  of  a£lion,  how  ma- 
ny chaims  he  would  find  of  wide  and 
continued  vacuity-,  and  how  mai\y  in- 
torftitial  Ipaces  unfiUcd|  even  in  the  moll 


Cre 

tumultuous. hunie-*  of ' 
moft  eager  vehemence  < 
It  is  faid  by  mode: 
that  not  only  the  great  ] 
are  thinly  fcattcred  throi 
but  the  hardell  bodies 
that,  if  all  matter  wer 
pcrfcA  fulidity,  it  mig 
in  a  cube  of  a  few  feet 
ncr,  if  all  the  cmployn 
crouded  into  the  time 
occupied,  perhaps  a  few 
hours,  would  be  fufHc 
cvmpUOimcnt,  fa  far  a 
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CBgsgni  in  the  performance.  For  fuch 
is  the  iiMquaiity  of  our  coiporeal  to  our 
inidleebiai  faculties,  that  we  contrive  in 
flunutes  what  we  execute  in  ^ears,  and 
Ae  foul  often  ftands  an  idle  Ipe^lator  of 
the  labour  of  the  hands  and  expedition 
ot  the  feet. 

Fcr  thi»  reafon,  the  ancient  generals 
often  fonnd  thrmiclves  at  leifure  to  pur- 
fue  the  ftudy  of  philofophy  in  the  camp: 
and  Lucan,  with  hiftorical  vtMacity, 
mikes  Caefar  relate  of  hiinfelf,  that  he 
noted  the  revolutions  of  the  ftars  in  the 
nidftof  prepai-ations  for  battle* 

>— -Jlff^«  inter  frstVta  femp^r 

Amid  the  ftorzns  of  war,  wlcii  curious  eyes 
1  ttjce  the  pUnets  Jnd  furvcy  the  ikies* 

That  the  foul  always  exerts  her  pecu- 
liiT  powers,  withgftateror  Icfs  force,  is 
\rry  probable,  thoiij^h  the  common  oc- 
ciuons  of  our  prefcnt  condition  require 
hot  a  fmall  part  of  that  incclTant  cogi- 
titloD)  and  by  the  natural  frame  of  our 
bodies,  and  general  combination  of  the 
worlJ,  we  arc  fb  frequently  condemned 
to  inaflivify,  that  as  thruugh  all  our 
time  We  arc  thinking,  lb  for  a  great  part 
of  ourtimc  we  can  only  think. 

Left  a  power  fo  rLllIcfs  ftiould  be  ei- 
ther unprofitably  or  hurtfully  employed, 
ad  the  il'.(H:rfluities  of  intelleA  run  to 
waftc,  it  i'*  no  vain  fpeculation  to  con- 
fkltr  how  we  may  ffovem  our  Uioughts, 
nftraln  them  from  irrejjular  nxttions,  or 
confini  thi-m  from  boundlef's  di/Tipation. 
How  the  undtrftanding  is  bell  con- 
d'jcluJ  to  the  knowludiye  of  Icidncc,  !)y 
what  llcps  it  is  to  be  led  forwards  in  it*s 
P-rfuit,  how  it  i*.  to  be  cured  of  it'* 
diftffi,  and  hahituutcd  to  new  ftudies, 
his  ken  tlie  inquiry  of  many  acute  and 
JeanurJ  mt-n,  whole  oblcrx'ations  I  fhall 
not  either  adopter  cenl'urcj  my  purpofc 
btir.g  to  confider  the  moral  dilcipline  of 
thrmi.'-.d,  and  to  promote  the  increaic  of 
virtue  iuthcr  than  of  learning. 

Thi«»  inquiry  fecins  to  have  bccnneg- 
kfted  for  Mrant  of  remembering  tliat  ail 
iSton  has  ;t*s  origin  in  the  mmd^  and 
that  theic  fore  to  iufl«:r  the  thoughts  to 
k  vitiateil  is  to  poifun  the  fountains 
«f  moraliry ;  irregiilar  dcfircs  will  pro- 
duce Gcentious  practices}  what  men  al- 
low themfclveb  to  wi/h  they  will  foon 
Uievs,  and  will  be  at  lad  incited  to  -jx- 
•nite  what  they  plcaft  Ar/u^jVei  with 


For  this  reafon  the  caAiifts  of  the 
Romifli  church,  who  gain,  by  confef- 
fion,  great  opportunities  of  knowing 
human  nature,  have  generally  deter- 
mined that  what  it  is  a  crime  to  do^  it  it 
a  crime  to  think.  Since,  by  revolving; 
widi  plcafure  the  facility,  i'atety,  or  ad- 
vantage of  a  wicked  deed,  a  man  foon 
begins  to  find  his  ronilancy  relax,  an«I 
his  deteftation  foften;  the  huppinefs  of 
fucccfs  glittering  before  him,  withdraws 
his  attention  from  the  atrocioufnefs  of 
the  guilty  and  a^ls  are  at  hii  confidently 
perpetrated,  of  which  tht  firft  conception 
only  crept  into  the  mii^.d,  difguiied  in 
pleafing  complications,  and  permitted 
radier  than  invited. 

No  man  has  ever  been  drawn  to  crimes 
by  love  or  jealoufy,  envy  or  hata-d,  but 
he  can  tell  how  ealily  he  might  at  firft 
have  repelled  the  temptation,  how  rea- 
dily his  mind  would  have  obeyed  a  call 
to  any  other  objcfl,  an<l  how  weak  his 
palTion  has  been  after  fame  calual  avo- 
cation, till  he  has  recalled  it  again  to  his 
heart,  and  revived  die  viper  by  too  wami 
a  fondnels. 

Such,  tliei-efore,  is  the  iniportanre  of 
keeping  reaiun  a  conllant  guard  over 
imagination,  that  wc  have  oiheiwile  no 
fecurity  for  our  own  virtue,  but  may 
corrupt  our  hearts  in  the  mod  reclulc 
iblirude,  with  more  pernicious  and  ty- 
rannical api>ctitcs  and  wifhcs  than  the 
commerce  of  the  world  will  generally 
produce :  for  we  arc  cafily  fhocketl  by 
crimes  which  appear  at  once  in  their  full 
magnitude  j  but  the  grndutl  growth  of 
our  own  wickedncfs,  endeni'xl  by  intt- 
red,  and  palliated  by  all  the  aitihccs  of 
lelf-deccit,  jjive*  us  time  to  form  dif- 
tinitions  in  our  own  favoni",  and  rcifon 
by  degrees  fubinit^  to  ahlindity,  as  the 
eye  is  m  time  accommodated  tociarknefs? 
In  this  diicile  of  the  foul,  it  is  of  the 
iitmod  importance  to  '>4pply  remedies  at 
the  beginning;  and  thneforc  I  ihall  en- 
deavour to  ihcw  what  thaui;hts  are  ta 
be  rejeclcd  or  improvtd.,  .i»  they  ifgard 
the  pad,  prefcnt,  or  future;  in  hope 4 
that  ibmc  may  be  awakeued  to  caution 
and  vigil  anci.',  who  perliaub  indulge 
thtmlelvcs  in  dangerous  dreamsj  lu 
mucli  the  more  dangerous,  bccaul'e  lieing 
yet  only  daaniK,  they  <ae  concluded  in* 
nocent. 

The  ri:c'.il!eftion  cf  the  pad  is  only 
uft'fni  liy  way  of  prmiiiun  for  the  fu- 
ture i  and  t\\trefoTe>  Vtv  xc>i\w\\\«  :J\  «jr.~ 
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fidcration,  it  is  proper  that  a  man  ftop 
at  the  firft  thoughts,  to  remark  how  he 
was  led  thitluT,  and  why  he  continues 
the  refleftion.  If  he  is  dwelling  with 
delight  upon  a  ftratagem  of  fuccefsfiil 
fraud,  a  night  of  licentious  riot,  or  an 
intrigue  of  guilty  pleafure,  let  him  fum- 
mon  off  his  imagination  as  from  an  un- 
lawful purfuit,  expel  thofe  paifagcs  from 
his  remembrance,  of  whicn,  though  he 
cannot  ferioufly  approve  them,  the  plea- 
fure  overpowers  tnc  guilty  and  refer 
them  to  a  future  hour,  when  they  may 
be  confidered  with  greater  fafety.  Siicn 
an  hour  will  certainly  come;  for  the 
impreflions  of  paft  pleafiire  are  always 
leflening,  but  the  Icnfe  of  guilt,  which 
reipc6ls  futurity,  continues  the  fame. 

The  ferious  and  impartial  retrofpe6l 
of  our  condu£l  is  indifputably  neccUary 
to  the  confirmation  or  recovery  of  vir- 
tue, and  is  therefore  recommended  un- 
der the  name  of  felf-examination,  by 
divines,  as  the  firft  a6l  previous  to  re- 
pentance. It  is,  indeed,  of  fo  great  ufe, 
that  without  it  we  ihould  always  be  to 
begin  life,  be  feduced  for  ever  by  the 
fame  allurements,  and  mifled  by  the 
fame  fallacies.  But  in  order  that  we 
may  not  lofe  the  advantage  of  our  ex- 
perience, we  muft  endeavour  to  fee  eveiy 
thing  in  it's  proper  form,  and  excite  in 
ourfelves  thofe  fentiments  which  the 
great  Author  of  nature  has  decreed  the 
concomitants  or  followers  of  good  or 
bad  a6lJons. 


VltTM, 

Let  not  fleer,  f'ys  Pythagoras,  fall  upon  thy 
tyes  till  thou  huft  thrice  reviewed  the 
tranfa£lions  of  the  paft  day.  Where  have 
I  turned  afide  from  rectitude?  What  have 
I  been  doine?  What  have  I  left  undone, 
which  I  ought  to  have  done?  Begin  thus 
from  the  firft  a£^,  and  proceed;  and,  in 
conclufion,  at  the  ill  which  thou  haft  done 
be  troubled,  and  rejoice  fur  the  good. 

Our  thoughts  on  prefent  things  being 
fWtermincd  by  the  obieAs  before  us, 
fall  not  under  thofe  indulgence*;,  or  ex- 
curfions,  which  I  am  now  confulering. 
But  I  cannot  forbear,  under  this  head, 
to  cuition  pious  wd  tender  mindsj  that 


are  difturbed  by  the  irr 
ed  imaginations,  again 
jeftion,  and  too  anxi 
thoughts  arc  only  crir 
are  ftrft  dtofen,  and 
continued. 

Evil  into  the  mind  of  god 
May  come  and  go,  ib  una 
No  fpot  or  ftain  behind. 

In  futurity  chiefly 
lodged  by  which  the  in 
tangled.  Futurity  is  i 
of  hope  and  fear,  witl 
and  progeny  of  fubor 
fions  and  defires.  In 
and  chances  are  yet  fi 
without  apparent  conn( 
caufcs ;  ana  we  therefo 
the  liberty  of  gratifyin 
a  pleafing  choice.  T 
among  poflible  advantaj 
law  terms  it,in*va^uum 
what  belongs  to  nobodj 
hazard  in  it,  that  we  fr 
to  quit  what  we  have  0 
owner  fhould  be  foun* 
think  on  that  which  m: 
at  laft  we  refolve  to  gair 
the  happinefs  of  partic 
till  we  can  be  eafy  in 
ought  at  leaft  to  let  ou 
noming  in  another's  pc 
of  our  Quiet,  or  in  an 
for  the  lake  of  our  inr 
a  man  finds  himfelf  l< 
train  of  honeft  fentimc 
that  to  which  he  has  nc 
ftart  back  as  from  a  pit 
flowers.  lie  that  fane 
nefit  the  publick  more  i 
than  the  man  that  fills 
imagine  it  an  a£l  of  v; 
him ;  and,  as  oppcfitio; 
into  hatred,  his  eager 
good  to  which  he  is 
betray  him  to  crimes  « 
ginal  fcheme  were  neve 

He  therefore  that  w 
actions  by  the  laws  of 
gulate  his  thoughts  by 
he  muft  keep  guilt  fro 
his  heart ;  and  rememb 
fures  of  fancy,  and  the 
(ire,  arc  more  danger* 
more  hidden,  fince  the 
of  obfervation,  and  o] 
every  iituatlon,  withou 
of  external  opportuniti< 
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N<»  IX.     TUESDAY,   APRIL  17,  1750, 

^UOD  SIS   SSSC  VCLIl,  MIKILQOE  MAL1S.    |^^,^^ 
CHUSX  WHAT    TOU  ABK}    fiO  OTHIR   ITATX  r«I7KR« 


IT  is  jiiftly  remarked  by  Horace,  that, 
bowfoever  evciy  man  may  complain 
occafionally  of  the  hard(hi[is  of  his  con- 
dition, he  IS  feldom  willing  to  change  it 
for  any  other  on  the  fame  level:  for 
vbrdier  it  be  that  he  who  follows  an 
employment  made  choice  of  it  at  firll 
ca  iccount  of  it*s  fuitablencfs  to  his  in- 
clinition ;  or  that,  when  accidenti  or  the 
iktermination  of  others,  have  placed 
hm  in  a  particular  ftation,  he,  by  en- 
davouring  to  reconcile  himfelf  to  it,  gets 
the  cuftom  of  viewing  it  only  on  the 
fiireft  fide ;  or  whether  every  man  thinks 
that  dafs  to  which  lie  belongs  the  moll 
iihiibiuus,  merely  becaufe  he  has  ho- 
Bourtd  it  with  his  nume;  it  is  certain 
thit,  whatever  be  the  reafon,  mod  men 
h\t  ^  very  ftrong  and  aftive  prejudice 
i]i  favour  of  theii'  own  vocation,  always 
vorking  upon  their  minds,  and  inAu- 
ncingmeir  behaviour. 

Tlus  partiality  is  fudiciently  vifiMe 
in  every  rank  of  the  human  fptcies ;  hut 
i:  exerts  itfelf  more  frequently  and  with 
giutrr  force  among  thofc  who  have  ne- 
ver kamcd  to  conceal  their  fentiments 
for  reofons  of  policy,  or  to  model  their 
expreflions  by  the  laws  of  politeneps; 
and  therefore  the  chief  contefts  of  wit 
imongardficei'sand  handicraftfmen  nrifc 
from  a  mutual  endeavour  to  exalt  one 
trade  by  depreciating  another. 

From  the  fame  principles  are  derived 
ttany  confolations  to  alleviate  the  incon- 
TQaicnces  to  which  every  calling  is  pe- 
culiarly expofcd.  A  bliickfmith  was 
hrelj  pleaiing  himfelf  at  his  anvil,  with 
cbicTving  that,  though  his  trade  was 
Kot  and  iuoty,  laborious  and  unhealthy, 
jet  he  had  the  honour  of  living  by  his 
bmmer;  he  got  his  bread  like  a  man; 
^i  if  his  fon  (hould  riic  in  tlic  world, 
sndkcep  hi#  cgach,  noliody  could  re 
poach  him  that  his  father  was  a  taylor. 
A  man  truly  zealo^is  for  hin  frater- 
uty,  is  never  to  irrefiftibly  flatteicd  as 
vken  (bme  rival  calling  is  mentioned 
^  contempt.  Upon  this  principle  a 
^-draper  bbailed  that  he  had  get  a 
Kw  cnAomer  whom  he  could  ^ftly 
^  lor  be  could  have  no  doubt  of  his 
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honc(ly,  fmce  it  was  known,  from  "nn- 
(]ue(lionable  authority,  that  he  was  now 
hiing  a  bill  in  chancer}'  to  delay  pay- 
ment for  the  doatlis  which  he  hud  worn 
the  lail  fcven  yeai  sj  and  he  himiclf  had 
heard  him  «leclare,  in  a  publick  coffee- 
houl'e,  that  he  looked  upon  the  whole  ge- 
neration of  woollen-drapei s  to  be  fuih 
defpicahle  wretches  that  no  geademaa 
ought  to  p?.y  them. 

It  has  been  obicn'cd  that  phyficians 
and  lawyers  are  no  friends  to  religioRs 
and  many  conjeftures  have  been  formed 
to  diicover  the  realbn  ot  Juch  a  combina- 
tion bv'twcen  men  who  a»;ree  in  nothing 
elfe,  and  w^o  iL'cm  lefs  to  be  atfedled,  in 
their  own  provinces, byreligioub  opinions, 
than  any  other  part  of  tlic  conimunity. 
The  tniih  is,  very  few  of  them  have 
thougtit  about  rclii;ion :  but  they  have 
nil  I'cen  a  pari bn  \  i'\xn  him  in  a  habit 
diiFcrent  from  Lhcir  own,  and  therefore 
declared  war  agaii^lt  him.  A  young  llu- 
dent  from  the  inns  of  court,  wlvq  lias  of- 
ten attacked  the  curate  of  his  father's 
piiriih  with  fuch  arguments  as  his  ac- 
q\)aintunces  could  furniih,  and  retuinei 
to  town  without  I'uccefs,  i^  iiow  ";one 
down  with  a  refolutjon  to  dpllroy  Kim; 
for  he  has  Itarned  at  lalt  how  to  manage 
a  prig,  and  if  he  pretends  to  hold  him 
again  to  fyllogifm,  he  has  a  catch  in  re- 
iirrve,  which  neither  loi^lck  nor  meta- 
phyficks  can  rciid. 

I  langh  l.>  thir.k  how  your  unfha'.en  Cjf5 
Will  look  agluil,  wh:n  untoreiccii  dcUiuc 

tion 
Pours  in  upon  him  thus. 

The  malignity  of  ibldiers  and  U\\oy\ 
againll  esich  other  has  been  often  cxpr- 
rienci-d  at  the  colt  of  their  country  5  and, 
ptrliap"«,  no  orders  of  mtn  have  an  en- 
mity of  moie  acrimony,  or  longer  con- 
tinuincc.  When,  upon  our  late  fuc- 
certcs  at  fi;;!,  fome  new  n't<ulations  were 
concerted  Ibrcrtabliihin^'ilie  rank  of  tlie 
nr»val  comma ndenf,  a  captain  of  foot 
very  aciitely  remarked,  that  nothing  wa^ 
more  abfiird  than  lo  «^Wc  ^tvv  Vv<i\\o\^\-^ 
rewards  10  l\:a\i\i:i\-.  ^  Yoi\viivQ>\^>  fac^ 
he,    *  ovmVil  ovA\  \.o  \>c  >wviw  V>j  Vx*>. 
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*  verj';  and  all  tlie  world  knows  that  in 

•  a  icii- fight  thtre  is  no  danger,  and 

♦  thcrefoic  no  evidence  of  courage.* 
But  although  thi;;  general  defireof  ag- 
grandizing themfelvcs  by  railing  their 
profeiTion,  betrays  men  to  a  thoafand 
ridiculous  and  xnirchievous  a£ls  of  fup- 
plantation  and  detrafUon,  yet  as  alniolt 
all  paflkms  have  their  goo<1  as  well  as 
b:id  efFe^s,  it  likewife  excites  ingenuity, 
and  (uinetiincs  raifes  an  honcft  and  ufeful 
emulation  of  diligence.  It  may  be  oh- 
fervcd  in  gt-npr-nl,  that  no  trade  natl  ever 
reached  tlK*  exa-llence  to  which  it  is  now 
improved,  had  it's profelfors  looked  upon 
it  with  the  eyes  of  iiidittercnt  fpcflntorsj 
the  advances,  from  the  firft  rude  efljy^f^ 
mult  have  been  nndc  by  men  who  \i- 
hied  theinfclvi's  for  pt-rformanccs  for 
wliich  fcarce  any  othiT  would  Ixj  ptr- 
fuidcd  to  crtocm  them. 

It  is  pfcafing  to  contemplate  a  raann- 
f.i^mc  rifing  gradually  from  it's  firft 
nu-an  (late  by  \.\w  fucccflTivc  labours  of 
innumerable  minds  j  to  confidcr  the  firft 
hcllovv  trunk  of  an  oak,  in  which,  i>er- 
b-ips,  the  ihcphvrrd  could  fcarce  wntiirc 
to  crof'<«  a  hro<»k  fv^Tlled  with  a  fhowcr, 
enlarged  at  latt  into  a  (hip  of  wir,  at- 
fa(:kini;fi;rti-eires,  terrifying  nations,  fct- 
tingllonns  and  billows  at  defiance,  and 
vititincj  the  rciju>tcit  pans  of  the  globe. 
An<l  it  might  contribute  to  difpofe  us  to 
«  kindtr  regard  for  the  labours  of  one 
another,  ifv/ewcre  lo  confiderfrom  what 
unpromifing  beginnings  the  nioft  ufeful 
pvoduoflions  of  art  have  probably  arifen. 
Who,wlien  he  faw  the  firft  find  urafties, 
by  a  cafuid  intenfenefs  of  heat  melted 
into  a  metalline  form,  f  wggcd  with  ex- 
crelccnrcs,  and-cloudcil  vyith  impurities, 
would  hMvc  imagined,  that  in  jhts  fhape- 
Icfi  lump  lay  concealed  fo  many  convc- 
n»:ncL*i  of  life  as  would  in  time  con- 
iliuite  a  great  part  of  the  happinefs  of 
the  world?  Yet  by  fome  fuch  fortuitous 
litjuefartion  was  mankind  taught  to  pro- 
cure a  liody  at  once  in  a  high  diegrec  fo- 
iid  and  tiunlparent,  which  might  admit 


the  light  of  the  fun,  and 
lence  of  the  windj  whf 
the  fight  of  tlic  philofoph 
of  exiftence,  and  chanu 
with  the  unbounded  ext 
rial  creation,  and  at  a 
cndlcfs  fubordination  of 
what  is  yet  of  more  im 
fupply  the  decays  of  i 
courold  age  with  fubfid 
was  the  firft  artificer  in 
though  witliout  hii  ow 
ex[w^ation.  lie  was 
prolongmg  the  cnjoymn 
larging  the  avenues  of  i 
ferring  the  higheft  and  i 
fure«;  he  was  enablinj 
contcmplriu  nature,  and 
hold  hciidf. 

This  palTion  for  the  I 
fcfjion,  like  that  for  the 
own  counti  y,  is  to  be  n 
t ingu i fhed .  Every  nun j 
to  the  loweft  ilalion,  oi 
heart  and  animate  his 
the  hojx:S  of  being  ufe: 
by  advancing  the  art  '^ 
to  cxcrcife;  and  for  thai 
cefrarily  confider  the  wh 
application,  and  the  wh< 
importance.  But  let  K 
ly  ntiagine  that  another 
beruufe,  for  wjtryt  of  f 
of  hi:>  bufmefs,  he  is  no 
htnd  it's  dignity.  Eve 
endcaviiur  at  eminence 
others  down,  but  by  rai 
enjoy  tlie  pleafure  oi  his 
wlit-tlier  imaginary  or  i 
tervupting  others  in  tb 
Tljt  philofopher  may  v 
lighted  with  the  extent  < 
the  artificer  with  tl>e 
hands :  but  let  the  one 
without  mechanical  pc 
fined  f^)cculjti<m  is  an  ei 
the  other,  that,  withou 
foning,  dexterity  is  Uttlc 
inliiu^t^ 


N**  X.    SATURDAY,  APRIL  21,  tj 

POSTHABUX  TAMlIf  3LtORV!iff  MEA  $E11A  LVt»0,       yj^g 
FOR   TIIFLINC  SFORTt   X  Q^WXTTKO  CKAVX   A7rAXRS. 

THE    number    of   con^fpondcnts  ofthcjuefs.     Itisnal 

which  increafes  ev«T  day  upon  me,  minence  to  have  man  v  en 

J^czr<  rhnt  my  Paper  is  at  Icaft  dilhn-  fiicmls  j   and  I  look  u 

^iiifhixl  from  the  common  produtlioTLi  whctlxev  li  coracJvsvi  cti 
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L«  in  equal  attetbition  of  rifuig 
lie  only  b;iin  which  I  can  fee! 
HTelDondence,  is  the  fearof  ilif- 
ile  whofe  letters  I  fhall  necle6^; 
ore  I  take  this  cpportunit}'  of 

them,  that,  in  oilapproving 
tptSy  whenever  it  may  hap^n, 
im  the  trKitment  which  I  often 
Bc£de%  many  particular  mo- 
ence  a  writer,  known  only  to 
hi*  private  friemU;  and  it  may 
ixmauded,  that  not  all  letters 
potlponcci  are  reje6^etl,  nor  al] 
icAra,  critically  condemneih 

thus  t3iCed  my  heart  of  the 
^heniion  that  fat  heavy  on  it, 
fc  myfclf  with  the  candour  of 
9  who  encourages  jne  to  pro- 
lOUt  Gnkine  under  the  anger 
who  quarreis  with  me  for  bc- 
d  uglv,  and  for  wanting  both 
F  body  and  fprightlincls  of 
is  her  monkey  widi  my  lucu- 
ind  refuies  any  reconciliation 
z  appeared  in  vindication  of 
c$.  That  fhc  may  not  how- 
ne  me  without  fupport,  and 
wholly  upon  my  own  forti- 
all  now  publi(h  (bme  letters 
ve  received  from  men  as  well 
J  as  haxulfome,  as  her  favou- 
others  from  ladies  whom  I 
efie\T  as  voiing,  as  rich,  as 
etty,  as  faJhionable^  and  as 
;d  ind  treated  as  herlUf. 

of  candid  readers  fend  their 
'(ie£^s  to  tlic  Rambler,  and  ac- 
^  hfs  merit  in  Co  well  begin- 
fork  that  may  be  of  publick 

Bu%  Tupcrior  as  his  genius 
npeninenccsof  a  trifling  igc, 
loi  help  a  wifh,  that  lie  would 
id  to  the  weakncfs  of  minds 
*y  perpetual  amufcraents,  and 
then  threw  in,  like  his  pic- 
ibme  papers  of  a  gay  and 
( turn.    Too  fair  a  ncld  now 

with  too  plentiful  a  harvcft 
!  Let  the  cbearfiil  Thalia  put 
:le;  and,  fmging  at  her  work, 
hair  with  red  aiid  blue/ 

fends  her  compliments  to  the 
ablcFj  and  defires  to  know  by 
tr  name  (he  may  dire£l  to 
It  are  his  fct  of  friends,  his 
\U}  what  his  way  of  think- 
regard  to  the  living  world  • 
lyk  I  in  fhartp  wbctw  he  is 


23 

a  perfon  now  alive,  and  in  town  f  If 
he  Iht,  (he  will  do  herfclf  the  honour 
to  write  to  him  pretty  often :  and  h6pe<(, 
from  time  lo  time,  to  be  ttie  better  for 
his  advice  and  animadverfions ;  for  his 
animadverfions  on  her  neighbours  at 
"  leaft.     But,  if  he  is  a  mere  elTayiil, 

*  and  troubles  nothimiclf  with  the  man- 

*  ners  of  the  age,  fhe  is  forry  to  tell 

*  him,  that  even  the  genius  and  correft- 

*  nefs  of  an  Addilbn  will  not  fecure  him 

*  from  negle^L"  , 

No  man  is  fo  much  abftra^led  from 
common  life,  as  not  to  feel  a  particular 
pleafure  from  the  regard  of  the  ftmafe 
world  J  the  candid  writers  of  the  fiill 
billet  will  not  be  offended,  that  my  hafte 
to  fatisfy  a  lady  has  humeil  tlieir  ad- 
drefs  too  foon  out  of  my  mind,  and  that 
I  refer  them  for  a  reply  to  fome  fiiture 
paper,  in  order  to  tell  this  anious  in- 
quirer after  my  other  name^  the  anlwer 
of  a  philofopher  to  a  man  who,  mect^ 
mg  him  in  ttie  ftreet,  defiretl  to  fee  what 
he  carried  under  his  cloak — *  I  carry  it 

*  there,'  fay«  he,    *  that  you  may  not 

*  fee  it.'  but,  though  (he  is  never  to 
know  my  name,  fhe  may  often  lee  my 
face :  for  I  am  of  lier  opinion,  that  a 
diurnal  writer  ought  to  view  the  world; 
and  that  he  who  ncj;lcfts  his  cotempo- 
raries,  may  be,  with  juitice,  ncglcfted 
by  them. 

*  T  ADY  Racket  fends  compliments 
"^ '  to  tlieRamblcr ;  and  lets  him  know, 

*  (he  (hall  have  cards  at  her  houfe  every 
<  Sunday,  the  remainder  of  the  fealbn, 
'  where  he  will  be  lure  of  meeting  all 

*  the  good  company  in  town.     By  this 

*  means  (he  hopes  to  (ee  his  puprrs  in- 

*  terfperfed  with  living  characters.  She 
'  longs  to  (ee  the  torch  of  Truth  produced 

*  at  an  aflfenibly,   an<l  to  admire  the 

*  charming  lullrc  it  will  throw  on  the 

*  jewels,  complexions,  and  behaviour  of 

*  every  dear  creature  tlMrre/ 

It  is  a  rule  with  rae  to  receive  every 
offer  with  the  fame  civility  as  it  is  made ; 
ami,  therefore,  though  Lady  Racket  may 
have  had  fomt  re  a  ion  to  gucf;  that  I 
feldom  frequent  card-tables  on  Sundays, 
I  (hall  not  iniilt  upon  an  exception 
which  may  to  lur  r.ppear  of  fo  little  f  ore. 
My  bufincfN  has  hteii  to  view,  as  opi)or<r 
tunity  was  offeivd,  every  place  in  whic  h 
mankind  was  to  lie  fern:  but  at  card- 
tables,*  however  brilliant,  I  have  always 
thought  my  vilil.b\t.lvjT  \c()v\<iV.tiOv:  tvii^- 
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^injx  of  thr  compar.y,  l)Ut  their  cIoa:hs 
»nd  their  fr?ces.  I  Ihw their  look^  clouded 
at  ihe  beginning:  of  every  game  with  an 
uniform  foUcitiidc,  now  and  then  in  it*s 
progicft  varied  with  a  fhort  triumph, 
■It  one  time  wrinkled  with  cunning,  at 
another  cfeadened  with  defpondency,  or 
by  accident  (lufhcd  with  rage  at  the  un- 
ficiljul  or  unlncky  play  of  a  partner^ 
From  fuch  aiTcmblics,  m  whatri'cr  hu- 
mour I  happened  to  enter  them,  I  was 
qi:irkly  forct-d  to  retire;  tliey  were  too 
tr'tHing  for  mc  when  I  was  grave,  and 
too  dull  when  I  was  chcarfuT. 

Vet  I  cannot  hut  value  myfelf  upon 
riiis  token  of  rej^ard  from  a  lady  who  is 
rot  afraid  to  Ibnd  before  the  torch  of 
Troth.  Let  her  not,  however,  confult 
kcr  curiofity  more  riuui  her  prudence; 
but  refieft  a  moment  on  the  fate  of  Sc- 
mele,  who  mi^t  have  Jived  the  favourite 
*if  Jupiter,  it  ihe  could  have  been  con- 
tent withcmt  his  thuhdcr*  It  is  danger- 
ous for  mortal  brauty,  or  tOTeftrial  vir- 
tue, to  be  examined  liv  tooftrong  a  light. 
The  torch  of  Truth  (news  much  that  we 
cannot,  and  all  that  we  would  not  (ce. 
In  a  face  dimpled  >with  fmiles,  it  has 
cften  difcovercil  malevolence  and  envj'; 
and  detefled,  under  jewels  and  brocade, 
the  frightful  forms  of  poverty  and  dif- 
trefs .  A  fine  hand  of  cards  have  changed 
before  it  into  a  thoufand  fpeflres  of  ^ck^ 
Ecfs,  mifery,  and  vexation;  and  im- 
nenfc  fnms  of  mone)',  while  the  winner 
counted  them  with  tranfport,  have  at  the 
firrt  rlimjpfc  of  this  unwelcome  luftrc 
vanimed  from  before  Iiim.  If  her  huly- 
Ihip  therefore  defign^  to  continue  her  af- 
itmbly,  I  would  ndvife  her  to  (hnn  fuch 
dangerous  experiments,  to  fatisfy  herfclf 
with  common  appearance?,  and  to  light 
vp  her  apartments  rather  with  myrtle 
than  the  torch  of  Ti-uth. 

•  A  Modeft  young  man  fends  h?«  fcr- 
■**• '  vice  to  the  author  of  the  Rambler, 

•  and  will  be  very  willing  to  aflill  liim 
'  in  his  work,  but  is  iadlv  afraid  of 

•  being  difcou raged  by  havmg  his  firft 

•  eflay  rejef^etl;  a  difgract  he  has  woc- 

•  full V  experienced  in  evcrj'  offer  he  had 

•  ma<ic  of  it  to  every  new  writer  of  every 

•  new  pai>er:  but  he  comforts  himfelf 

•  by  thmfcirc,  without  vanity,  that  this 

•  has  been  nom  a  peculiar  favour  of 

•  the  Mufe«,who  fa  vcd  his  performance 

•  from  being  buried  in  trafli,   and  re- 

•  Irrvcd  it  to  appear  with  lullrc  in  the 
^  Rambler.' 


I  am  equally  a  friend  to  mo 
entcrprize;  and  therefore  fha!I 
an  honour  to  corrcfpond  with 
man  who  poffefles  both  in  fo 
a  degree.  Youth  is,  indeed, 
in  which  theic  qualities  ough 
to  be  found;  modcfty  fuits  > 
inexperience,  and  enterprize  w: 
and  vigour,  and  an  extenfive 
of  life.  One  of  ray  predecc 
juftly  obferved,  that,  though 
has  an  amiable  and  winning 
ance,  it  ought  not  to  hinder 
tion  of  the  a^ive  powers, 
a  man  fhould  Ihcw  under  his 
latent  refolution.  This  point 
fe6lion,  nice  as  it  is,  my  com 
fecms  to  liave  attained.  Tl 
modeft,  his  own  declaration  m: 
and,  I  think,  the  latent  re/oh 
be  difcovcred  in  his  letter  by 
obfencr.  I  will  advife  him, 
fo  well  deferves  my  precepts,  : 
difcouraged,  though  the  Ramb 
prove  equally  envious,  or  tafte 
the  rcll  of  this  fraternity.  If 
IS  refufed,  the  preifes  of  Enss 
open;  let  him  try  the  judgmei 
publick.  If,  as  it  has  fomcti 
pcned  In  general  combinatior 
merit,  he  cannot  perfuade  the 
buy  his  works,  he  may  preico 
his  friends;  and  if  his  friends 
with  the  epidemical  infatuation, 
not  find  his  genius,  or  will  n< 
it,  let  him  then  refer  his  caufi. 
riiy,  and  refervc  Ills  kbours  f< 
age. 

Thus  have  I  difpatchcd  for 
con-efpondcnts  in  the  ufual  mar 
fair  words  and  general  civility 
FlirtUla,  the  gay  Flirtilli,  wl 
rq)ly  ?  Unable  as  I  am  to  f 
command,  over  land  and  fcas^ 
ply  her,  fiom  week  to  week, 
faidiions  of  Paris,  or  the  in: 
Madrid,  I  am  yet  not  wijling 
her  further  difpieafure,  and  w 
my  papers  from  her  monkey  oi 
fonahle  terms.  By  what  pn 
tliercfore,  may  I  atone  for  11 
gravity,  and  open,  without  t 
the  future  letters  of  this  fprigl; 
cutor  !  To  vnrixt  in  dcfenci:  o 
rades  is  no  eafy  tafk ;  yet  lumc 
ficult  and  daring  may  well  be 
as  tlie  price  of  fo  important  an 
tion.  I  tlicreforc  confult^d,  in 
emergency;  a  man  of  hi^hi-ej 
gay  life;  who, having  added,  ti 
accomp 
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ircomplifhmentt,  no  mean  proficicncv 
fe  the  minute  philofophy,  after  ilie  fifth 
pau&l  of  her  letter,  broke  out  with  nip- 
lure  into  thefc  words-—*  And  can  you, 
•Mr.  Rambler,  ftand  out  againft  this 

*  cinnnins:  crcat\irc  ?  Let  her  know,  at 
'  kaft,  that  from  this  moment  Nigrinus 

*  dfvotes  his  lifv  and  his  labours  to  her 

*  farice.     Is  there  any  ftubbom  prc- 

*  judice  of  education  that  ftands  l^e- 
'  twwn  thee  and  the  moft  amiable  of 
•mnnkind?     Behold,  Flirtjlla,  at  thy 

*  feet,  a  man  grown  grey  in  the  ftudy 

*  of  thofe  nohlc  arts  by  which  right  and 

*  wrong  may  be  conrmmded;  by  which 

*  rcafon  may  be  blindeti  wluu  we  have 
'  1  mind  to  efcapc  from  her  infpe6lion ; 
'  ind  caprice  and  appetite  inftatcd  in  un- 
'  controuled  command,  and  boundlefs 

*  dominion  t  Sudi  a  cafuift  may  lurely 
'engage,  with  ccitiinty  of  fiicccfs,  in 

*  vindication  of  an  enteitainment  which 

*  io  an  iclfauit  gives  confidence  to  the 
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'  timorous,  and  kindles  ardour  in  the 
'  cold  5  an  enterainment  where  the  vi- 

*  gi lance  of  jealoufy  has  fo  often  been 

*  eluded,  and  the  virgin  is  fet  free  from 

*  the  neceffity  of  languifhing  in  filence  j 

*  where  all  tne  outwoHcs  of  chaftity  are 

*  at  once  demolifhed ;  where  the  heart 

*  is  laid  open  without  a  blufh ;  where 

*  bafhfulnefs  may  furvivc  virtue,  and  no 

*  wifh  is  crufhed  under  the  frown  of 

*  modefty.     Far  weaker  influence  than 

*  Flirtilla^s  might  gain  over  an  advo- 
'  cate  for  fuch  amufements.      It  was 

*  declared  by  Pompey,  that,  if  the  com- 

*  monwcalt!i  was  violated  ,he  could  (lamp 

*  with  his  foot,  and  raifc  an  army  out 

*  of  the  ground :  if  the  rights  of  plca- 
'  lure  arc  a?ain  invaded,  let  but  FlirtiU 

*  la  crack  ner  fan,   neither  pens  nor 

*  {words  fhall  be  wanting  at  the  fum- 

*  mons  I  the  wit  and  the  colonel  fhall 

*  march  out  at  her  command  j  and  neither 

*  law  nor  reafon  (hall  Hand  before  us.* 


N«»  XI.    TUESDAY,  APRIL  24,  1750. 


KOy  PIKDYMIKE,  Tin?l  ADYTII    ^UATIT 
MINTEM  SACERDOTUM    IVCOI.A  rYTRlU8« 
VON   LIBER  JK^UE,  NON    ACOTA 
lie  CBMINANT   CORVBANTtt   MWA^ 
TlJtTES   VT   ItLMo 


HOR. 


TCT  0I  REMEMBER,  VOR   THE  GOD  OP  WINE, 

Roai  rVTHIAN  PHOVBUfi  PROM  HIS   INMOST  SHUINE, 

JbOR   DIKDYMEHS,  NOR  HIR  PRIESTS  POSSESl', 

CAN  WITH  THBXR    80UNBING  CYMBALS  SHAKE  THE  BREAITy 

LIXB  /URZOUI  ANGER. 


THE  maxim  which  Periander  of 
Corinth,  one  of  the  fcven  fagcs  of 
Greece,  left  as  a  memorial  of  hi:^  know, 
kdgc  and  beuevok'nce,  was,  ^\»  xf arEi 
— &  mafter  of  thy  anger.  He  c<jn- 
iidered  »«r  is  the  great  difturber  of 
buman  Mi^  the  chin'  enemy  both  of 
juhlick  happinefs  and  private  tranquil- 
lity, ihd'tnouffht  that  ne  could  not  I.iy 
ott  poAthty  a  ftrougtr  obligation  to  re- 
Benaee  his  memory',  than  by  leaving 
tben  t  iahnaiy  caution  againft  this  ouc- 
UmiflMfEoo. 

To  «4iit  ltd  tilde  Pb-iander  mi8:ht  ex> 
md  the  wotdy  the  bi«vity  of  his  pre- 
cept wfl]  fcarce  allowr  ui  to  conje^re. 
ftam  aagcTy  in  it*s  full  import,  pro- 
tmSki  iaao  mafefroleiioe,  and  exerted  in 
nm^  agUk^  indnd,  ^uiiy  o£  the  tylii 


Francis. 

to  which  the  life  of  man  is  expofed.  By 
anger  operating  upon  power  arc  pro- 
duced the  fubvcrfion  of  cities,  the  ae(b-> 
lation  of  countries,  the  maflacrs  of  na- 
tions, and  all  thofc  dreadful  and  afto- 
nifhing  calamities  which  fill  the  htftories 
of  the  world,  and  which  could  not  be 
read  at  any  didant  point  of  time,  when 
tliepafTions  ftand  neutraf,  and  every  mo- 
tive and  principle  is  left  to  it's  natural 
furoc,  witliout  fomc  doubt  of  the  truth 
of  ihv:  relation,  did  we  not  fee  the  lame 
caufes  IHII  tending  totht  fame  etfcfls,  and 
only  afting  with  Icfs  vigour  for  want  of 
the  fame  concurrent  opportunities. 

But  this  gi^nric  and  enormous  fpc- 
cics  of  anger  falls  not  properiy  under  the 
animadvenion  of  a  v,Titer  whofc  chief 
end  is  ih«  regulation  of  coim&onYvte^^ti^ 
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whofe  prtcepts  are  to  recommend  them- 
fclves  by  tlveir  general  ufe.  Nor  is  this 
f  flay  inter.ded  to  cxpofc  the  tragical  or 
fitol  tffefts  even  ot  private  malignity-. 
The  anger  which  I  propofc  now  for  my 
fubjefl  is  fuch  as  makes  thofe  who  in- 
dulge it  more  troxiblcfome  than  formi- 
dable, and  ranks  them  rather  with  hor- 
nets and  wafps>  than  with  bafilifks  and 
lions.  I  have  therefore  prefixed  a  mot- 
to, which  charaflerifes  this  paiRon,  not 
fo  much  by  the  mifchief  that  it  caufes 
as  by  the  noife  that  it  utters. 

There  is  in  the  world  a  certain  clafs 
of  mortals,  known,  and  contentedly 
known,  by  the  appellation  of  *  paflionate 
•  men,'  who  imagine  themfclvcs  entitled 
by  that  di(lin6lion  to  be  provoked  on 
every  flight  occafion,  and  to  vent  their 
rage  in  vehement  and  tierce  vociferations, 
in  furious  menaces  and  licentious  re- 
proaches. Their  rage,  indeid,  for  the 
moft  part,  fumes  away  in  outcries  of  in- 
jury, and  protcftations  of  vengeance, 
and  feldom  proceeds  to  a£lual  violence, 
unlefs  a  drawer  or  linkboy  fall  in  their 
way  5  butthcy  intcmipt  the  quiet  of  thofc 
that  happen  to  be  within  the  reach  of 
their  clamours,  obftnift  the  courfe  of  con - 
Terfation,  and  difturb  the  enjoyment  of 
fociety* 

Men"  of  thii  kind  are  fometimes  not 
withoutunderdandiiig  or  virtue;  and  arc, 
therefore,  not  alwari  ti-eated  with  the  fc- 
vtrity  which  their  ncgU  'S^  of  the  eafe  of 
all  about  them  mi^^h:  iulHy  provoke: 
tlicy  have  obtiiined  a  kind  of  prefcription 
for  their  folly,  and  are  confidercd  by  their 
rompujiions  as  under  a  pretlomlnant 
intluence  that  leaves  them  not  maders 
of  their  conduft  or  language;  as  aft- 
ing  without  conic  ioufiu Is,  and  nifliing 
into  mifchief  with  a  mill  before  their 
eves;  they  arc  tKrcfore  pitied  rather 
than  cenfured,  and  their  failles  are  paf- 
fed  over  as  tiie  involuntary  blows  of  a 
man  agitated  by  the  fpafms  of  a  convul- 
ilon. 

It  is  furely  not  tobe  obfcrved  without 
imlignation,  that  men  may  be  found  of 
minds  mean  enough  to  be  fatisfied  with 
this  treatment ;  wretches  who  are  proud 
to  obtain  the  privilege  of  madmen,  and 
can,  without  fliame,  and  without  re- 
grtt,  coniider  themielvcs  as  receiving 
liourly  pardons  from  their  companions, 
and  giving  them  continual  opportunities 
of  tf^xu-ciGng  tlieir  patience^  wd  boafting 
tiicir  doiicucv. 


Pnde  is  undoubtedly  the  original  of 
anger ;  but  prid*:,  like  tvci-y  other  pal- 
fion,  if  it  once  breaks  loofe  from  rcafon, 
countera^s  it's  own  purj)orcs.  A  pif- 
(ionate  man,  ujwn  the  review  of  his  dav, 
will  have  very  few  gratifications  to  oflfer 
to  his  pride,  when  he  has  confidered  how 
his  outrages  were  caufcl,  why  they  were 
borne,  and  in  what  they  are  likely  to 
end  at  laft. 

Thofe  fudden  burfts  of  rage  gene- 
rally break  out  upon  fmall  occauQnsi 
for  life,  unhappy  as  it  is,  cannot  fupply 
great  evils  as  trequently  as  the  man  of 
fire  thinks  it  fit  to  be  emafircd ;  tl^cre- 
fore  the  firft  rcflcRion  uix)n  his  violence 
mud  fhew  him  that  hi-  ir.  mean  enough 
to  be  driven  from  his  \x>i\  by  every  petty 
incident,  that  he  is  tlic  mere  (lave  of  ca- 
fualty,  and  that  his  rcafon  and  virtue 
'arc  in  the  power  of  tlie  wind. 

One  motive  there  is  of  thefe  loud  ejf- 
travagances,  which  a  man  Is  careful 
to  conceal  from  others,  and  does  not 
always  difcover  to  himfelf.  He  that 
finds  his  knowledge  narrow,  and  his 
arguments  weak,  and  'by  confequence 
his  fuffrage  not  much  regarded,  is  fome- 
times in  hope  of  gaining  that  attention 
by  his  clamours  which  he  cannot  other- 
wife  obtain,  and  is  pleufed  with  remem- 
bering that  at  leaft  he  made  himfelf 
heard,  that  he  had  the  power  to  inter- 
rupt ihofp  whom  he  could  not  confute, 
and  fuipend  the  dccifion  which  he  could 
not  guide. 

Of  this  kind  is  the  furj'  to  which 
many  men  give  way  among  their  fer- 
vants  and  domcllicks;  they  feel  their 
own  ignorance ;  they  fee  their  own  in- 
fignificance;  and  therefore  they  en- 
deavour, bv  their  fury,  to  fright  away 
contempt  from  before  them,  when  they 
know  it  muft  follow  them  liehind ;  and 
think  themfelves  eminently  mailers, 
when  they  fee  one  folly  tamtlv  complieti 
with,  onlv  left  refufal  or  delay  (hould 
provoke  tnem  to  a  gixatcr. 

Thefe  temptations  cannot  but  be  • 
owned  to  have  fome  force.  It  is  fo  little 
pleafing  to  any  man  to  fee  himfelf  wholly 
overlookcti  in  the  mafs  of  things,  that 
he  may  be  alloweii  to  try  a  few  expe- 
dients for  procuring  fome  kind  of  fup- 
plemental  dignity,  and  uie  fome  endea- 
vour to  add  weight,  by  the  violence  of 
his  temper,  to  the  lightnels  of  his  other 
powers.  But  this  has  now  been  long 
pra^ed«   axul  founds  upon  tlie  moft 
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imatc,  not  to  produce  advan- 
ual  to  it's  inconveniences;  for 
s  not  that  a  man  can  by  uproar, 
and  bbifter,  alter  any  one's  opi- 
his  underl^anding,  or  gain  in- 
ixccpt  over  thofe  whom  fortune 
re  have  made  his  dependents. 
,  by  a  fteady  j>erfeverance  in  his 
,  fright  his  diildren,  and  harafs 
ants  ;  but  the  reft  of  the  world 
k  on  and  laugh ,  and  he  will  have 
ifort  at  laft  of  thinking,  that  he 
ly  to  raiie  contempt  and  hatred, 
IS  to  which  wifdom  and  virtue 
be  always  unwilling  to  give  oc- 
He  has  contrived  only  to  make 
ar  him  whom  every  reafonable 
endeavouring  to  endear  by  kind- 
nd  muft  content  himfelf  with  the 
5  of  a  triumph  obtained  by  tram- 
n  them  who  could  not  refift.  He 
rceivethat  the  apprehendon  which 
'ence  caules  is  not  the  awe  of  his 
but  the  diead  of  his  brutality, 
It  he  has  given  up  the  felicity  of 
oved  without  gaining  the  honour 
,^  reverenced. 

his  is  not  the  only  ill  confequence 
fre(|uent  indulgence  of  this  bluf- 
»nion,  which  a  man,  by  often 
to  his  afUllance,  will  teach,  in 
time,  to  intrude  before  the  fum- 
to  rufti  upon  him  with  rcfiftlcfs 
%  and  without  any  previous  no- 
it's  approach.  He  will  6nd  him- 
lie  to  be  inflamed  at  the  fidl  touch 
ocation,  and  unable  to  retain  his 
ent,  till  he  has  a  full  conviction 
offence,  to  proportion  his  anger 
caufc,  or  to  regulate  if  by  pni- 
ir  by  duty.  When  a  man  has 
iffered  his  mind  to  be  thus  vi- 
he  becomes  one  of  the  moftliate- 
unhappy  beings.  He  can  give 
ity  to  himfelf  that  he  Ihall  not, 
at  interview^  alienate  by  ibme 


fudden  tranfport  his  deareft  friend ;  or 
break  out,  upon  fome  flight  contradic* 
tion,  into  fuch  terms  of  rudenefs  as  can 
never  be  perfectly  forgotten.  Whoever 
converfes  with  him,  lives  with  the  fu- 
fpicion  and  folicitude  of  a  man  that 
plays  with  a  tame  tiger,  always  under  a 
neceflity  of  viratching  the  moment  in 
which  the  capricious  favage  fliall  begin 
to  growl. 

It  is  told  by  Prior,  in  a  panegyrick  on 
the  Duke  of  Dorfct,  that  his.'fervants 
ufed  to  put  themfelves  in  his^Mljf  when 
he  was  angry,  becaufe  he  was  lure  to 
recompenfe  them  for  any  indignities 
whichhe  made  them  fuffer.  This  is  the 
round  of  a  pafllonate  man's  life ;  he  con- 
trails debts  when,  he  is  furious,  which 
his  virtue,  if  he  has  virtue,  obliges  him 
to  difcharge  at  the  return  of  rcafon.  He 
fpends  his  time  in  outrage  and  acknow- 
ledgment, injury  and  reparation.  .Or, 
if  there  be  any  who  hardens  himfelf  iA' 
oppreflion,  and  juftifles  the  wrong;,  W« 
caufe  he  has  done  it,  his  infeniibility  can 
make  fmall  part  of  his  praife,  or  his, 
happinefs;  he  only  adds  deliberate  to 
haify  folly,  aggravates  petulance  by  con- 
tumacy, and  deftroys  the  only  plea  that 
he  can  offer  for  the  tendernefs  and  pa* 
tience  of  mankind. 

Yet,  even  this  degree  of  depravity  we 
may  be  content  to  pit)',  becaufe  it  feldom 
wants  a  puniflunent  equal  to  it's  guilt. 
Nothing  is  more  defpicable  or  more  mi- 
ferabic  than  the  old  age  of  a  paflionate 
man.  When  the  vigour  of  youth  fails 
him,  and  his  amufements  pall  with  fre- 
quent repetition,  his  occafional  rage  finks 
by  decay  of  ftrength  into  pecviflincfsj 
that  peevifhnefs,  for  want  of  novelty  and 
vaviet>s  becomes  habitual;  the  worla  falls 
oft'  from  around  him,  and  he  is  left,  as 
Homer  expreflbs  it,  ^Bi^lBvt  ^ iXo>  xr^to 
devour  his  vwn  htan  in  fol^ude  andcon« 
tempt. 
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N»XII.    SATURDAY,  APRIL  28, 

mmmHJttttJU  fARTA  STIH  FOCILAT,  UT  PUniBUNOOt 

tZESCERI  SAtrS  IKTtt   CONVITIA  POSSIT. — 

•  '        '      TV   MfTIS.  IT   ACm 

ASrKRtTATS  CAKIKS,  P08ITO<^UE  PFR  OMNIA  fASTW, 

IMTEI   UT    AC^VALCS  VNUSKUMLRARIS  AM  I  CO?, 

SBSI^UIUMQUE  DOCKS,  ET  AMOREM  q.O>RRIs  AMANPO 

Lt'CA 
ITNLXKE   THE  KXKAID,  WHOIE   LICENTIOUS   JEST 
POLLUTES  «II    BANQ.UETfAKD  INSULTS  HIS  CUKSTJ 
^B.OM   WEALTH  AND  XiRANDEUR  EASY   TO    PUSCINP, 
TKOV  ;oy*8T  TO   LOSE  THE   MASTER   IN    THE  FRIEND: 
WE   ROUND  THY  BOARD  THE  CHEERFUL  MENIALS  SEE, 
CAY  WITH   THE   SMILE  OF  BLAND  FQ^UALITY; 
VO  SOCIAL  CARE  THE    CRACIOUS  I.OKD  DlSPATNS; 
lOTE  PROMFTfe  TO  LOVE,  AND  EEV'rENCE  Ri  v'«  EKCE  Ci 


to  THE   RAMBLER, 
•  riR, 

*  A  S  you  (ecm  to  have  devoted  yotir 
JTjL  *  labours  to  virtue,  I  cannot  for- 

*  bear  to  inform  you  of  one  fpecies  of 

*  cruelty  with  which  the  life  of  a  man 

*  of  letters  perhaps  does  not  often  make 

*  him  acquainted;    and  which,  as   it 

*  feems  to  produce  no  other  advantage 

*  to  Aofe  ttiat  pra^^ice  it  than  a  fhort 

*  l^tiHcation  of  thoughtkfs  vanity, 
^  may  become  Icfs  common  when  it  has 
'  been  once  expofed  in  it*|  various  forms, 

*  and  it's  full  magnitude. 

*  I  am  the  daugntcr  of  a  country  gen- 

*  tieman,   whofe  family  is  numerous, 

*  and  whofe  eftate,  not  at  firft  fuffici- 
'  ent  to  fupply  us  with  affluence,  has 
*"  been  lately  fo  much  impaired  by  an 

*  unfucccfsnil    law-fuit,    that  al)    the 

*  younger  children  are  obliged  to  try 

*  fuch  means  as  their  education  affords 

*  them,  •  for  procuring  die  neccflaries  of 

*  life.     Diftrefs  and  curiofity  concurred 

*  to  bring  me  to  London,  where  I  was 

*  received  by  a  relation  with  the  coldnefs 

*  which  misfortune  generally  finds.     A 

*  week,  a  long  week,  I  lived  with  my 

*  coufin,  before  the  mod  vigilant  en- 

*  qiiiry  could  procure  us  the  feaft  hopes 

*  of  a  place,  in  which  time  I  was  much 

*  better  qualified  to  bear  all  the  vexa- 

*  tions  of   fcrvitude/    The  firft  two 

*  days  /he  was  content  to.  pity  me,  and 

*  only  wifhed  I  had  not  been  quite  fo 

*  wcU  bred;  but  people  muft  comply 

*  with  their  circumftances.   This  lenity, 

*  howfiver,  was  foon  at  an  end ;  and, 
'  Axr  the  rsjnainwg  part  o£  the  week,  I 


*  hear«l  every  hour  cf 

*  family,  the  obdin^ 

*  and  of  people  better 

*  that  were  common  1 
*  At  laft,    on  Sat 

*  fold  me,  with  very  ^ 
'  that  Mrs.  Bonibafiii 

*  mercer's  lady,  want 

*  fine  place  it  wouUl  h 

*  be  nothing  to  do  but 

*  trefs's  i\x>m,  get  uj 

*  the  young  ladies,  v 

*  moming,  take  care 

*  jurt  come  from  nu 
'  down   to   my  neetil 

*  was  a  woman  of  ] 

*  would  not  l>e  contr.it 

*  fore   I    fhould  take 

*  places  were  not  eafib 
'  With  thefc  cauti 

*  Madam   Bombafinc 

*  firft  fight  gave  me  n 

*  She  was  two  yards 

*  her    voice    was   at 

*  fqueaking,  and  her  f; 

*  mind  the  piflure  oi 
**  Are  you   the  youn 

*  (he,  "  that  are  come 
**  It  is  ftrange  when  p 
"  want  a  fervant  ho 
"  town -talk.  But 
"  (hall  have  a  belly-f 
**  me.  Not  like  pec 
**  end  of  the  town, 
*'  o'clock.  Butlnev 
*'  without  a  chara6le 
"  do  you  come  of?" 

*  that  my  father  was  a 
'  that  we  had  been  un 
*'  great  misfortune  ia 
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lYianrediree  meals  a-day!  So 
thcr  was  a  gentleman;   and 

a  gentlewomany  I  fuppofe : 
mtlewomen  T' — "  Madam,  I 
t  mean  to  claim  any  excmp- 
only  anfwered  yourenquiry." 
I  gentlewomen !  People  (hould 
r  children  to  good  trades,  and 
lem  otF  the  parifh.  Pray  go 
other  end  of  the  town  $  there 
ktlewomen,  if  they  would  pay 
ebts  :  I  am  fure  we  have  loft 
I  by  gentlewomen!'*  Up- 
,  her  broad  face  grew  broader 
umph ;  and  I  was  afraid  flie 
have  taken  me  for  the  plea- 
'  continuing  her  infult;    but 

the  next  word  was—"  Pray, 
Gentlewoman,  troop  down 
*  You  may  believe  I  obeyed 

omed,  and  met  with  a  better 
n  from  my  coufin  than  I  ex- 
for,  while  I  was  out,  (he  had 
lat  Mrs.  Standifli,  whofe  huf- 
d  lately  been  raifed  from  a  cleric 
(fice,  to  be  commiflloner  of  the 
had  taken  a  fine  houfe,  and 
a  maid. 

Irs.Standi(hIwent;  and,  after 
ifraited  ftx  hours,  was  at  laiftad- 

0  the  top  of  the ftairs,  when  (lie 
It  of  her  room,  with  two  of  her 
y.  Therewasa  finell  of  punchy 
mg  woman,  you  want  a  place | 
r  do  you  come?"— "From  the 
y,Madam."— "  Yes,  they  aU 
>ut  of  the  country.  And  what 
It  you  to  town;  a  baibuxi? 
:  do  vou  lodge?"—"  At  the  Se- 
lls?—**Wiat,you  never  heard 
Foundling-houle?"  Upon  this 
laughed  to  ob(breperoufly,  that 
the  opportunity  of  fnrakmg  off 
aimilt. 

1  heard  of  a  place  at  an  elderly 
She  was  at  cards ;  but  in  two 

I  was  told,  (he  would  fpeak  to 
be  aiked  me  if  I  could  keep  an 
4  and  ordered  roe  to  write.  I 
NTo  lines  out  of  fome  book  that 
cr.  She  wondered  what  people 
to  breed  up  poor  gyis  to  write 
rate.  **  I  fuppoie.  Mi's.  Flirt, 
It  to  iise  your  work,  it  would 
iftnffi  Yoo  may  walk.  I  will 
fc  lofe-kttiers  written  from  my 
t»  cvcsyyooBg  ftikrar  in  tte 

49»  Bfter^  I  mac  oi  At  Am 


purfnlt  to  Lady  Lofty»  dfefled}  at  X 

M^as  direfied,  in  what  little  omamentB 

I  had,  becauie  (he  had  lately  got  • 

place  at  court.    Upon  the  $rft  fight  d 

roe,  (he  turns  to  theworoan  that(hew« 

ed  me  in-T*'  ^^  ^^  ^  lady  that  wantt 

a  place?  Pray  what  place  would  yo« 

have,  Mifs  ?  a  roaid  cf  honoxir's  placef 

Servants,  now-a-days!"— "  Madaro^ 

I  heard  you  wanted — ^*   "  Wanted 

what  ?  Somebody  finer  than  myfelfl 

A  pretty  fcrvant,  indeedl  I  (hoiUd  be 

afraid  to  fpeak  to  her.— I  fuppofe^ 

Mrs.  Minx,  thofe  fine  bands  cannot 

bear  wetting.  A  fervant,  indeed!  Pray 

move  off;  I  am  refolvvd  to  be  ths 

head  perfon  in  this  houfe.     You  ana 

ready  dreiTed;   the  taverns  wiU  bit 

open." 

*  I  went  to  enquire  for  the  next  place 
in  a  clean  linen  Rown;  and  heard  the 
fervant  tell  his  lady,  there  was  a  young 
woman,  but  he  faw  (he  would  not  do* 
I  was  brought  up  howeyer.  "  Are  yon 
the  trollop  that  has  the  in({>udence.to 
come  for  ray  place?  What,  you  haw 
hired  that  nafty  gown,  and  are  come 
to  fteal  a  better.*'—"  Madam,  I  havt 

*  anod)er,butb6ingobligedtowalk— ** 

*  Then  thcfe  are  your  manners,  with 

*  your  blu(hes,  and  your  courteiies,  to 

*  come  to  me  in  y<Jur  worft  gown  !"— 

*  Madam,  give  mc  leave  to  wait  upga 
you  in  ray  other."—"  Wait  on  me^ 
you  (aucy  (lut!  Then  you  are  fure  of 
coming!  I  could  not  let  fuch  a  drab 
come  near  rae.— Here,  you  giri>  that 
carae  up  with  her,  have  you  touched 
her?  If  you  have,  wa(h  your  hands 
before  you  drefs  rae.— Such  troUopst 
—Get  you  downl    What,  whunper* 


*  ing?  Pray  walk!' 

*    I    VI 


went  away  with  tears)  for  taf 
ooufra  had  loft  all  patience.  Howevert 
(he  told  me,  that  naving  a  refpeft  for 
my  relations,  (he  was  willing  to  Jceep 
me  out  of  the  (beet,  and  woold  let  mo 
have  another  week. 
*  Thefirft  day  of  this  week  I  faw  two 
places.  At  one  I  was  a(ked  where  JE 
nad  lived ;  and,  upon  ray  anfwer,  was 
told  by  the  lady,  that  people  (hould 
Qualify  themfelves  in  ordinary  places^ 
tor  (he  (hould  never  have  done  if  ihm 
was  to  follow  girls  about.  At  tfat 
other  houfe  I  v^-as  a  fmirking  hafff^  ' 
and  that  fweet  face  I  mi^t  make  mo« 
ney  of;  for  her  part,  it  was  a  rok 
with  her  never  to  taki^  ask^  onttsaft 
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jnuft  be  withotit  priiff ,  txcf^t  from  the 
foele  perfon  who  tries  and  knows  it. 

TTiere  arc  many  ways  of  telling  a  fe- 
cret  by  which  a  man  exempts  himlelf 
from  the  reproaches  of  his  confaence, 
<nd  ^jatifies  his  pnde,  without  fuflfcring 
litmfelf  to  believe  that  he  impairs  his 
Wtuc.  He  tells  the  private  affairs  of 
his  patron 9  or  his  friend,  only  to  thofe 
^x>m  whom  he  would  not  conceal  his 
cwn ;  he  tells  them  to  thofe  who  have 
no  temptation  to  betray  the  truli,  or  with 
a  denunciation  of  a  certain  forfeiture  of 
his  friendfh'p,  if  he  difcovers  that  they 
hecome  publick. 

Secrets  are  very  frequently  told  in  the 
Urft  ardour  of  kindnels,  c»r  of  love,  for 
the  fake  of  proving*,  by  fo  important  a 
facrifice,  fmcerity  or  tcndcrnefs ;  but 
with  this  motive,  though  it  be  ftrong  in 
kfelf,  vanity  concui*s,  fmce  every  man 
dcHres  to  be  moft  efteemeJ  by  thofe 
whom  he  loves,  or  with  whom  be  con- 
ferles,  with  whom  he  paflTcs  his  hours 
of  pleafure,  and  to  whom  he  retires  from 
butinefs  and  from  care. 

When  the  dlfcovery  of  fccrets  is  under 
condderation,  there  is  always  a  diftinc- 
tron  carefully  to  be  made  between  our 
own  and  thofe  of  another:  thofe  of 
which  we  are  fully  mailers,  as  they  if- 
Ie6l  only  our  own  interefl;  and  thofe 
which  are  repofited  with  us  in  truft,  and 
involve  the  happinefs  or  convenience  of 
liich  as  we  have  no  right  to  expofe  to 
hazard.  To  tell  our  own  fecrets  is  ge- 
nerally folly,  but  that  folly  is  without 
guilt;  to  communicate  tiiofe  with  which 
we  ai-e  intruded  is  always  treachery,  and 
treachery,  for  the  moft  part,  combined 
with  folly. 

There  have,  indeed,  been  fome  en- 
thuHaftick  and  irrational  zealots  for 
friend/hip,  who  have  maintained,  and 
perhaps  belie\'ed,  that  one  friend  has  a 
right  to  all  that  is  in jpofleffion  of  ano- 
tfer  5  and  that,  therefore,  it  is  a  viola- 
tion of  kindnefs  to  exempt  any  fccret 
from  this  boundlefs  confidence.  Ac- 
cordingly, a  late  female  minifter  of  ftate 
has  been  (hamelefs  enough  to  inform  the 
world,  that  ftie  ufcd,  when  fhe  wanted 
to  extras  any  thine  from  her  fovereign, 
to  remind  her  of  Montaigne's  reafoning; 
who  has  determined,  that  to  tell  a  fecret 
tp  a  friend  is  no  breach  of  fidelity,  be- 
caufe  the  number  of  perfons  trufted  is 
not  multiplied,  a  man  and  his  friend,  be- 
ii^gvirtually  the  fame. 
Tl^  fuch  3  faiJ^  could  he  ImjpoM 


upon  any  human  tindeHbnding,  c 
an  author  could  have  advanced  a 
tion  fo  remote  from  truth  and  n 
any  other  ways  than  as  a  declaim 
(hew  to  what  extent  he  could  ttret< 
imagination,  and  with  what  ftren^ 
could  prefs  his  principle,  would  fc; 
have  been  credible,  nad  not  this 
kindlv  fhewn  us  how  far  weaknef< 
be  deluded,  or  indolence  amufed. 
fince  it  appears  that  even  this  fop 
has  been  able,  with  the  help  of  a  ( 
defire  to  rcpofe  in  quiet  upon  the  u 
(binding  of  another,  to  mi  (lead  1 
intentions,  and  an  underftandin| 
contemptible,  it  may  not  be  fupcrf 
to  remark,  that  thofe  things  whic 
common  among  friends  are  only  fii 
either  poffeffes  in  his  own  right,  an 
alienate  or  deftroy  without  injury  t 
other  perfon.  Without  this  limitj 
confidence  muft  run  on  without 
the  fecond  perfon  may  tell  the  fee 
the  third,  upon  the  fame  principle 
received  it  from  the  firft;  and  the 
may  hand  it  forward  to  a  fourth,  t 
laft,  it  is  told  in  the  round  of  frien 
to  them  from  whom  it  was  the  fir 
tcntion  to  conceal  it. 

The  confidence  which  Caius  h 
the  faithfulnefs  of  Titius  is  nothing 
than  an  opinion  which  himfelf  c: 
know  to  be  true,  and  which  Clau 
who  firft  tells  his  fecret  to  Caius, 
know  to  be  falfe ;  and  therefore  the 
is  transferred  by  Caius,  if  he  reveal 
has  been  told  him,  to  one  from  v 
the  perfon  originally  concerned  ir 
have  withheld  it ;  and  whatever  m 
the  event,  Caius  has  hazarded  the 
pinefsofhis  friend,  without  ncceflitj 
without  permifHon,  and  has  put  that 
in  the  hand  of  fortune  whicn  was  | 
only  to  virtue. 

All  the  arguments  upon  which  a 
who  is  telling  the  private  affairs  of 
thcr  may  ground  his  confidence  of 
rity,  he  muft  upon  reflcftion  know 
uncertain,  becaufc  he  finds  them  ^ 
out  cffc6l  upon  himfelf.  When 
imagining  that  Titius  will  be  caut 
from  a  reeani  to  his  intereft,  his  i 
tation,  or  nis  dutjr»  he  ought  to  r 
that  he  is  himfelf,  at  that  inihoit,  ai 
in  oppofition  to  all  thcfe  reafoDS,  an< 
veafing  what  interefty  reputatioD^ 
duty,  direfl  him  to  conceal. 

Every  one  feels  that,  in  hit  own 
he  Qiould  confidcr  die  man  incapab 
troft»  who  belictod  Unfitf  at  IM 
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vcr  he  knew  to  the  fidl  whom 
conclude  ilcfci  vingj  cf  his  con- 
thcretofo  Cains,  in  admitting 
the  atfairs  imparted  only  to 
nult  know  that  he  violates  liis 
c  he  ac>s  contiary  to  the  intcn- 
nudius,  to  whom  that  faith  was 
>r  promitcs  of  friendship  are, 
:hers,  ull'lefs  and  vain,  unlefs 
nadf  in  foine  known  fenle,  ad- 
i  acknowledged  by  both  par- 

>t  ignorant  that  many  queilions 
tarted  relating  to  the  duty  of 
here  the  atlairs  are  of  pubiick 
where  fublijiiuent  realbns  may 
iter  th-'  appearance  and  nature 
\\\y  that  the  manner  in  which 

was  told  mav  change  the  dc- 
D ligation,  and  that  tFve  princi- 
i  wh.ich  a  man  is  cholcn  for  a 

may  not  always  equally  con- 
i ;  but  thefc  fcruples,  if  not  too 
are  of  t<x>  extenJive  confidera- 
ly  pix-lcr.t  piiqjole,  nor  are  they 
entraliy  t>ccui  in  common  life : 
^rhcaliiiitical  knowledge  be  ufe- 
)p»r  hands,  yot  it  ought  by  no 
b::  cir;  Icisly  cx]»oicd,  fince  molt 
:  rather  to  liiU  than  awaken  tlu-ir 
I  iences ;  and  the  threads  of  rea- 
n  which  truth  is  lUi'pendcd,  aix* 
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frequently  drawn  to  fuch  fubtilty,  that 
common  eyes  cannot  j)erceivc,  and  com- 
mon fcnfibility  cannot  feel  them. 

The  whole  do61rinc,  as  well  as  prac- 
tice, of  fecrccy  is  To  jxrrplexinij  and  dan- 
gerous, that,  next  to  him  who  is  com- 
pelled to  trurt,  I  think  him  unhappy  who 
is  chofen  to  be  trulled ;  for  he  is  often 
involved  in  fcruples  without  the  liberty 
of  calling  in  the  help  of  any  other  under- 
ftanding;  he  is  frequently  drawn  into 
guilt  under  the  appearance  of  friendfhip 
and  honefty;  and  fometimcs  fubje6led 
to  fiifpicion  by  the  treacheiy  of  other* 
who  are  engaged  without  his  knowledge 
in  the  fame  fchemes :  for  he  that  has  one 
confident  has  generally  more,  and  wlien 
he  is  at  lall  betrayed,  is  in  doubt  on 
whom  he  fhall  fix  the  crime. 

The  rules,  dicrefore,  diat  T  f.iall  pro- 

r>fe  concerning  fecrecy,  and  from  which 
think  it  not  fafe  to  deviate,  without 
long  and  cxaft  deliberation,  are — Ne- 
ver to  folicit  the  knowledge  of  a  fcciet. 
Not  willingly,  nor  without  many  limi- 
tations, to  accept  fuch  confidence  when 
it  is  ottered.  When  a  fccret  is  once  ad- 
mitted, to  confider  tlie  trultas  of  a  very 
high  nature,  important  as  fociety,  and 
faci-ed  as  truth,  and  therefore  not  to  be 
violated  for  any  incidenral  convenience, 
or  llight  appearance  of  contraiy  htiicls. 


N°XIV.    SATURDAY,   MAY  5,1750. 


— -Nir.    FLIT  VSKIVAM 

Dii?AX.  Sir: 


HOR, 


SL'HE  SUCK   AVaIIOUS  ClEATURl  VZ   r.«   WAS  KNOWK. 


FHANCIS. 


>NG  the  many  inconfillencies 
ch  folly  proiluti  ?.,  or  infinnity 
n  the  human  niind,  there  has 
n  obkTvcda  manifclt  and  Itrlk- 
■ai  iciy  between  the  life  of  an 
id  his  writings  :  and  Milton, 
to  a  learned  Itranger,  by  whom 
•c.n  vilitcd,  with  great  rcafon 
late*  himfelf  ujKjn  tli».*confciouf- 
win^  found  equal  to  his  own 
,a»d  having  ]>rcfcrv'cd,  in  a  pri- 
ramiiiar  interview,  that  rcpuiu- 
h  hi»  works  had  procured  hinu 
wliom  the  api>caiance  of  vir- 
tlik  evidence  of  (renins,  hn\c 
o  A  nearer  knowledge  of  tl.e 
whofe  perfonnancirs  they  muy 
have  indctJ  JmJ  Jhtjucnt  rti* 


fon  to  repent  their  curiofity ;  the  bubble  ' 
th:\t  fparkled  before  them  has  become 
Common  water  at  the  touch;  the  phan- 
tom of  perfecHon  has  van!  (lied  wht-n 
thi.y  wlfhcd  to  prefs  it  to  their  boli)in. 
They  have  lolt  the  pLafure  of  inuigia- 
ing  now  far  hvinr.uiity  mav  bo  (.Xviltoli 
and,  perhaps,  felt  themkivcs  leis  ii:- 
dined  to  toil  up  the  Itecps  of  virtue, 
when  they  obu.rve  thofe  who  ftem  bi  it 
able  to  point  the  way  loitering  below, 
as  citliLF  ufraidof  the  labour,  ordov.'ji- 
ful  of  thi-  re.vard. 

It  h^s  Icon  lon^^  lb?  cuftom  of  ilie 
cri.r.'.'il  mciiarchs  i>)  i'idc  thciTilelves  in 
gnrJ.:nf.  and  pabcrs,  to  a\oid  tlic  ccn- 
vci/jri(in  of  nanLmd,  :vr.dtoV,cV.T\v>\v'.\ 
Uj  theli    fubki'Vi  on\v  \>v  iWu:  ^ivVcva. 
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Thf  ('Aiv.^  po'iicy  U  no  jcio  nf.ccfiary  to 
h'jn  that  writes,  than  to  liiin  that  go- 
veins;  for  mtn  won  lei  not  more  piti- 
ently  lubmit  to  h^  tau^lu,  ihm  coin- 
jiianded,  by  one  kaown  to  liave  the 
fame  follies  ami  wcakneiTes  wiih  tbcm- 
fclves.  A  fu(id*n  intruder  ir.to  the  clo- 
iet  of  an  author  would  perhaps  £^tA 
equal  indignation  with  the  oftictr  who, 
liaving  long  Ibllcitcd  adniifHon  into 
the  prelence  of  Sardanapaliis,  ihw  him 
not  confulting  upon  laws,  enquiring  in- 
to gric\'anccs,  ou  meddling  armies,  but 
tmpioyed  In  tVmininc  ammoiicntr.,  and 
flirccling  the  ladies  in  their  work. 

It  is  not  difluult  to  conctivc,  however, 
that  for  raany  rcMl'on 3  a  man  writes  mucli 
better  than  he  lives.  For  wiiliont  enter- 
ing into  rv.::nt:il  rpcculati'jns,  it  may  be 
Ihcwn  much  caiier  to  dclign  ilian  to  per- 
form. A  man  propofes  his  fclit:nLS  of 
life  in  a  Ibte  of  al?rtraction  and  dilen- 
gageiaent,  exempt  from  the  enticements 
©£  hope,  th.5  folicitatlorisof  affe6lion,  the 
importunities  of  appelilc,  or  the  dcpref- 
fions  of  fear;  and  is  in  the  iamc  llate  with 
him  that  teLichcs  upon  land  the  art  of 
navigation,  to  whom  tlie  fea  is  always 
fmooth,  and  the  wind  always  ororp^i"" us. 

Thematlnnnaticians  arewell  acquaint- 
ed with  tJic  difference  between  piie 
ic icncc,  which  haslo  do  only  wltli  idea.*, 
and  the  application  of  it's  laws  to  the 
ufe  of  life,  in  vthich  they  are  conlbain- 
ed  to  iubmit  to  the  imperfcj^iou  <>f 
matter  and  the  iniUiencc  f;f  a-::itk:p.tJ. 
Thus,  in  mond  difcuiVicms,  it  W  to  be 
n.-membered  that  many  iwipcdimtnisol)- 
Uru6^  cur  practice,  which  veneufdy  give 
way  to  thcoiy.  Tl-.c  fpcculuiit  is  only 
in  danger  of  erroneous  rcalbning,  but 
the  man  involved  in  life  has  his  own 
paiTiona  and  thole  of  other?  to  c:K(.un- 
tOi*,  and  is  em ba •;>•.« illd  with  a  tlioui'Vvjd 
inccnveniences,  wlii.li  confound  him 
with  vuriet)'  cf  impulfe,  and  either  per- 
plex or  oV.Itri:ci  his  way.  Hs  is  i'orctiX 
to  ait  without  u-.-M^erntion,  ur-.l  oblii^ed 
to  chull-  bL/ore   \:C  cm\  exar.^i'-K;  )ic  "Z 


ii:rp:ii;\l  by 


tJ!e 


i\.d-.'..r.  al-.ciMticr.; 
ftau  of  thingfs,  and  chan5;\^  hi^  ir..:!- 
fures  acrordlng  to  l\ip.-:]k:.;i  -^j-yL.:-- 
antva;  he  is  kd  byc\r'..»£,  i"!"-.:  i:.-- 
c:ni)c  lie  is  ii\doIv"."Jt,  cr  l;jcai!l.'  i..:  is  ti- 
nu^'^His  ;  hv-  is  li'!U\.tinus  an\'i;i  U)  know 


I.' 


,  in-.l  Joniotiu'.e-; tin.'.s frler.da 
or  cmmi.^  diiigent  to  d-.cilv  •  l::m. 

\Vc  are,  thep-f-:  ,  noL  to  wosJcr 
thai  u'olt  f..i',  I'midJt  t;i;iiuit  and  fn:uvs, 
j/;J  ring,.}-,  )].  fhe  ol>/',iT.incc  of  tlioib 


tu'.lc,  f.'f'jtv,  ar.d  tranqujlljty,  witn  a 
mir.vt  unb.alud,  and  witji  libtny  uw- 
ol»iiiu.."ied.  It  is  the  conol^i-yn  of  our 
pre: Lilt  ihire  to  li-e  more  tli  \:\  v.x-  can  at- 
tain ;  tlic  cxaillell  vigilance  .ir.d  caution 
can  \\(:\Tr  maintain  a  fm-jle  ilay  of  un- 
mingled  innocence,  muth  lei:>  can  the 
utmolt  tflforts  of  incorporated  inir.J 
reacli  the  iV.mmis  of  ipcculativt  virtue. 

It  is,  however,  necelTury  for  the  idea 
of  }>cri'eilion  to  be  pro\>oR-d,  that  we 
may  have  fome  objccl  lo  whicli  our  en- 
deavours are  to  be  dirccKd ;  and  he  that 
is  molt  deficient  in  the  dutic?  of  life, 
makes  fomc  atoncmciU  for  hi«  fault«t,  if 
he  warnn  others  ajiainil  his  owt  failing^r 
and  hind;.rs,  by  the  falubrit)-  cf  his  ad- 
monition.^,  the  contagion  of  hi-^  example. 

Noti'ir.g  io  iroreuiijult,  howtVL-r  com- 
mon, than  «o  chariot  \nx'n  hy}xjcriry  him 
that  exprclle 5  7 jal for thofe  vii tucs wh.ich, 
he  r.e^L-cts  to  pniitiiir;  lince  he  may  be 
fjuccpjlv  convinced  of  the  advantages  of 
conqiicilng  his  paflTions  wiihout  having 
yet  obtained  the  viftoiy,  a?  a  man  may 
be  confident  of  the  advantages  of  a 
vo;,.::;^,  or  a  iourney,  witiiout  having 
couiai;c  <;r  ind:iiiiy  to  un;ititake  it,  ancf 
may  hoiulliy  recommend  to  others  thofc 
attL-mpts  whi-h  he  negleits  himfc'if. 

Tiic  intcrcll  v/iuch  the  corrupt  part 
of  mankimi  have  in  hardtning  them- 
fv,lve?  again  ft  ever}'  motive  to  amend- 
ment, has  difiwled  thera  to  give  to  thefe 
conti-a;ii6tions,  wlien  tl;ey  can  be  |»ro- 
Jnrod  againlt  ihe  caufc  of  virUte,  that 
we  I  gilt  wjiich  they  will  not  allow  them 
in  ary  otlier  cafe.  Thi'y  fee  men  act  in 
oppoiition  to  their  intereii,  without  iiip- 
j^oiln;;  ij'iat  they  do  not  icnow  It ;  thofc 
who  f;Ive  way  to  the  Aul.kn  violence  of 
]>:ifll(  n,  ::nd  foillike  tho  moli  Impartant 
jMnfo'fs  fo"  petty  pleafures,  ait  not  fup- 
]K)Icd  to  ha .e  tlia-.igcd  their  opinions,  or 
to  approve  tiitir  own  conduit.  In  inora( 
or  rjiigious  queftions  alone  they  deter- 
mine the  fv:iUiment^  by  the  ariion»:,  and 
c'l^vge  evtr/  nnn  with  cndcavouting  to 
i'/:}u^i^  T:prjn  the  v.'orld  wiiofe  writings- 
a:'j  not  mniiimcd  by  bis  liiTi.  They 
,v;vi-v  cylinder  that  tiiemfelvis  nogli^itor 
r  ■ai'-.v.t';'  ionu tiling  every  day  inronfiit- 
L.\ri.-  -w-irh  their  own  fcitled  judgment; 
n*.'!'  c'.'irov'T  that  the  conHu^l  of  th-:  r.d- 
vocstv-j  for  viitue  can  little  incrcofi-.  or 
ivifc-n,  the  obligatit.-n!*  of  their  »liitati's: 
:ir.;r.inc?nt  is  io  r/e  'uvi'uiatet!  only  by 
ar:>umenl,  aiul  is  in  it:i.-lF  of  the  fimic- 
f-Mc.*,  wh. t!'.v.r  t^r  not  it  convinces  him. 
by  whom  it  is  propoJlil. 

'  V-sl  1lu\Cv;  O.As  "j^rt^v^'^v:^,  \\ov*cn«  a"^- 
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)lf ,  1^  alvrays  likely  to  have  fome 
ICC,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man 
care  left  he  rtiouKi  hinder  the  ef- 
-f  his  owji  inftru6tions.  When 
.^s  to  gain  the  belief  of  ethers, 
id  ihcw  that  he  belie^'cs  himfeif  j 
r.i  he  t^iichcs  the  iitnefs  of  virtue 
tafonings,  he  (liould,  by  his  ex- 
prove  it's  poffibiiity :  thus  much 
may  be  required  of  him,  that 
I  not  aft  worfe  than  otliers,  bc- 
;  writes  better^  nor  imagine  that, 
neritof  his  genius,  he  may  claim 
nee  beyond  mortals  of  the  lower 
and  be  cYCufcd  for  want  of  pru- 
or  negl<:6^  of  virtue, 
n,  n\  his  Hirtory  of  tlic  Winds, 
avini;  otfcred  fonflething  to  the 
ition  as  ddii-ablc,  often  propofes 
dvafitagts  in  it's  place  to  the  rea- 
attainablc..  The  fame  metliod 
fomctimcs  purfucd  <in  moral  en- 
rs,  vdiich  this  philofopher  has 
d  in  natural  enquiries:  having 
:  pofitive  and  abfolute  excellence 
us,  we  may  l>e  pardoned  though 
:  down  to  hvimbler  virtuej  trying, 
r,  to  keep  our  point  always  in 
nd  ftniggling  not  to  lok  ground, 
we  cannot  gain  it. 
recorded  of  Sir  Matthew  Hale, 
for  a  long  time  concealed  the 
ation  of  himfeif  to  the  Itriflcr  du- 
relipon,  left,  by  fome  flagitious 
uneful  a^iion,  he  (hould  bring 
to  difgrace.  For  the  fame  reafon 
be  prudent  for  a  writer  who  ap- 
is that  he  (hall  not  enforce  his 
surims  by  his  domedick  chara^er, 
real  Kis  name,  that  he  may  not 
Jlem. 

■e  are,  indeed,  a  great  number 
iiriofity  to  gain  a  more  familiar 
dgc  of  fncccfsful  writers  is  not 
h  prompted  by  an  opinion  of  their 
t>  improve  as  to  delight  j  and  who 
from  thcni  not  arguments  again  ft 
r  diflertations  on  temperance  or 
but  flights  of  wit,  and  fallies  of 
try,  or,  at  Icaft,  acute  remarks, 
tjn^lions,  juftnefs  of  fendment, 
gance  i]if  diftion. 
expectation  is,  indeed,  fpecious 
bable^  and  yet,  fuch  is  the  fate 
iiman  hopes,  that  it  is  very  often 
td,  and  thofe  who  nii^  admira- 
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tion  by  their  books,  difguft  by  their 
company.  A  man  of  letters  for  the 
moll  part  fpends,  in  the  privacies  of 
ftiidy,  that  feafon  of  life  in  which  the 
manners  are  to  be  foftened  into  eafe, 
and  poli/h?d  into  elegance ;  and,  when 
he  has  gained  knowledge  enough  to  be 
refpe^led,  has  neglcfted  the  minuter  afts 
by  wiiich  he  mijjhthave  pleafcd,  AVhen 
he  enters  life,  if  his  temper  be  foft  and 
timorous,  he  is  diffident  and  bafhful, 
from  the  knowledge  of  his  defeats ;  or 
if  he  was  born  with  fpirit  and  refohmon^ 
he  is  ferocious  and  arrogant,  from  the 
comcioufeefs  of  his  merit;  he  is  either 
diflipated  by  the  awe  of  company,  and 
unabJe  to  rcfoUeft  his  reading,  and  ar- 
range 1ms  arguments  j  or  he  is  hot  and 
dogmatical,  quick  in  oppofition,  and 
tenacious  in  defence;  difabled  by  hisowa 
violence,  and  confafed  by  his  halle  to 
triumph. 

^  The  graces  of  writing  and  convcrfa- 
tion  are  of  different  kinds:  and  though  he 
who  excels  in  one  might  nave  been  with 
opportunities  and  application  ^ually 
fucccfiful  in  the  other,  y<it  asraaayplcafe 
by  cxtempontry  talk ,  though  utterly  un- 
acquainted vrith  the  more  accurate  me- 
thod, and  more  laboured  beauties,  which 
com poii tion  re^juir'^s  ;  fo  it  is  very  pof- 
fible  that  men,  wholly  accufloined  to 
works  of  lludy,  may  be  without  that 
readinefe  of  conception,  and  affluence  of 
language,  always  nccclfary  to  colloquial 
entertainment.  They  may  want  addrefs 
to  watch  the  hints  which  convcrfation 
offers  for  the  dilplay  of  their  particular 
attainments,  orthcy  may  be  fj  much  un- 
furnilhed  with  matter  on  common  flib- 
jefits,  that  diil'ourfc  not  proftlfedly  lite- 
rary glides  over  them  as  heterogeneous 
bodies,  without  admitting  their  concep- 
tions to  mix  in  the  circulation. 

A  transition  from  an  author's  book  to 
his  converfation  is  too  often  like  an  en- 
trance into  a  large  city,  after  a  uiftant 
profpe6l.  Remotely,  we  fee  noiliiug 
but  fpircs  of  tiinples,  and  turrets  of 
palaces,  and  imagine  it  the  rcfidcnte  of 
fplendour,  grandeur,  and  magnificence  j 
but,  when  we  have  palfcd  the  gates, 
we  find  it  perplexed  with  narrow  pal- 
fages,  difgraced  with  defpicable  cot- 
tages, embarraffcd  wiihubftructions,  and 
clouded  with  finokc. 


El 


^•^^^V. 
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NO  XV.     TUESDAY,    MAY  8,  1750. 

«T    QUANPO  VBEaiOR    VITJOR  UM  COP  I  A  ?     Q^UAVnO 
MAJOR    AVAR1TJ-*  PATflT  SINL'S?    ALEA<J,VANDO 


nOS  ANIMOS  I 


JtV, 


VfHAT  AGE  SO  LARGE  A  CROT  OP   VICES  BORE, 

OR  WHEN  WAS  AVARICE  EXTENDED  MOR  R  ? 

^'HEN   WERE  THE  DICE  WlTli  MORE  yROKUSXON   THROWN  ? 


THERE  is  no  giievance,  piiblick 
or  private,  of  which,  fmcc  I  took 
upon  me  the  oflicc  of  a  periodical  mo- 
nitor, I  have  rcc.fi vai  fo  many,  or  fo 
tarnell  complaints,  as  of  the  predomi- 
nance of  play;  of  a  fatnl  pnlTion  for 
cards  and  dice,  which  fcems  to  have 
overturned,  not  only  theamhition  of  ex- 
cellence, but  the  defire  of  pieafure  ;  to 
haveextinguiflicd  tl;eflapies  of  the  lover, 
as  well  as  of  the  patriot  ;  and  threatens, 
In  it's  further  progrefs,  to  dcftroy  all 
dirtin6lions,  both  of  rank  and  fex,  to 
crulh  all  emulation  but  that  of  fmud, 
to  con'upt  all  thofe  clafles  of  our  people 
whofc  anceftors  have,  by  their  virtue, 
their  induftry,  or  their  parfimony,  given 
them  the  power  of  living  in  extravagance, 
idlenefs,  And  vice,  an<l  to  Itave  thein  with- 
out knowledge,  but  of  the  mod  ifh  gjames, 
and  witliout withes,  but  for  lucky  hands. 

I  have  found,  by  long  cxj)eriencc, 
that  there  are  few  enterprizes  fo  hoi>e- 
Icfs  ascontcftswith  thefafhion;  in  which 
the  opponents  aj-c  not  only  mrufc  confi- 
dent by  their  numbers,  and  ilront;  by 
their  union,  Init  are  hardened  by  con- 
temj>t  of  thcirantagonill,  whomtney  al- 
ways look  upon  as  a  v.-retch  of  low  no- 
tions, contrafled  views,  mean  convcrfa- 
tion,  and  narrow  fortime;  who  envies 
the  elevations  which  he  cannot  reach, 
who  would  gladly  imbitter  the  happi- 
nefs  which  his  inelegance  or  indigence 
deny,  him  to  partake,  and  who  has  no 
other  end  in  his  advice  than  to  revenge 
bis  own  mortification  by  hindering  thofe 
whom  their  birlh  and  talle  have  fct  a- 
J)ove  him,  from  the  enjoyment  of  their 
iupcriorit}',  and  bringing  them  down  to 
a  level  with  himfelf. 

Thout;^h  I  have  never  found  myfelf 
much  attcfled  by  this  fonnidable  cen- 
iiire,  which  I  have  incurretl  (.ften  enough 
to  be  acquainted  with  it's  full  force,  yet 
1  fliall,  in  fome  meafurc,  obviate  it  on 
this  occafion,  by  offering  very  little  in 
dnv  own  name,  cltlm'  ot  argiJir.ent  pr 


Drydek, 

inlrcaty,  fincc  thofe  who  fufi'ei'  by 
general  infatuation  may  be  fuppofei 
able  to  relate  it's  efi'e61s. 


npH  R  R  K  Teems  to  be  (o  little  k 
■*"  ♦  ledge  left  in  the  world,  ai 
little  of  that  reflexion  practifci 
which  knowledge  ir>to  beg,.ini'd 
I  am  in  doubt  whether  I  (lull  b( 
derftood  when  I  cmnplain  of  wa 
opportunity  for  tliinking ;  or  wh 
a  condemnation,  which  at  pr 
fecms  iireverfible,  to  perj-ietuaf  • 
rancc,will  raife  any  compailion  eit 
you  or  your  readers  j  yet  I  will 
ture  to  lay  my  ft  ate  before  you 
caufe  1  believe  it  is  natural  fo 
minds  to  take  fome  plealiuv  in 
plaining  of  evils  of  which  they 
no  reafon  to  be  afhamed. 

*  I  am  the  daughter  of  a  ma 
great  fortune,  whofedillidenceof 
kind,  and  j^rhaps  the  pieafure  of 
tinuul  accumulation,  incline  hi 
refjde  upon  his  own  eftate,  ar 
educate  his  children  in  his  own  h 
where  1  was  bred,  if  not  witl 
moll  brilliant  examples  of  virtue 
fore  my  eyes,  at  leall  i«.motc  en 
from  any  incitements  to  vice; 
wanting  neither  Icifurc  nor  book; 
the  acquaintance  of  fome  ptrfo 
learning  in  the  neighbourhood, 
deavoureti  to  acquire  fueh  know 
as  might  molt  recommend  me  t 
teem,  and  thought  myfelf  able  to 
port  a  converfation  upon  moft  c 
fubje^ts  which  my  fcx  and  conc 
made  it  proper  forme  to  umlcrlt 

*  I  had,  bclides  my  knowledge,  a 
mamma  and  my  maid  told  me,  a 
fine  face,  and  elegant  fhape,  and 
all  thefe  advantages  hail  been  fe\'e: 
montl;s  tlie  reigning  toalt  for  t> 
mih-.-i  round,  and  never  came  t 
monthly  aircin'oly,  but  I  heard  th 
lavlies  th;u  tat  byj  vfifliingtliat  it  i 
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,nd  their  daughters  criticifing 
iv  tea  tin  c<;,  or  my  drels. 
low,  Mr.  Rambler,  that  am- 
latiiml  to  youth,  and  curlo- 
ulerrtandin^;  and  therefore 
without  wonder,  that  I  was 
o  extend  my  viflories  over 
t  might  give  mdre  honour  to 
cTor  J  and  that  I  found  in  a 
ifi.-  a  continual  repetition  of 
j'eafures,  which  was  not  fuf- 
hil  up  the  mind  for  the  pre- 
iife  any  expectations  of  the 
md  I  will  confefs  to  you, 
H  impatient  for  a  fight  of  the 
d  filled  my  thoughts  with 
criis  which  I  flioidd  make, 
>hs  that  I  ftiould  obtain,  and 
» that  I  Oiould  receive. 

the  time  came.  My  aunt, 
band  has  a  feat  in  parliament, 
:e  at  court,  buried  her  only 
:\  font  for  me  to  fupply  the 
le  hope  that  I  fliould  fo  far 
nyfelf  into  their  favour,  as  to 
onfiderable  augmentation  of 
le,  procured  me  eveiy  conve- 
my  departure,  with  great  ex- 

and  I  could  not,  amidll;  all 
>orr';,  forbear  fome  indigna- 
:  with  what  readincfs  the  na- 
rdians  of  my  virt\ie  fold  me 
which  they  thought  more  ha- 
lan  it  really  was,  as  foon  as  a 
fiion  of  fortune  glittered  in 

day!«  I  was  upon  the  road, 
lie  fourth  morning  my  heart 
the  fight  of  London.  I  was 
\i  my  aunt's,  ami  cntenid  up- 
ieofa«^tion.  I  expected  now, 
age  and  experience  of  my 
e  prudential  leiTons:  but,  af- 
i  civilities  and  firft  tears  were 
told  wliat  pit)-  it  was  to  have 
(ic  a  girl  fo  long  in  the  coun- 
he  people  who  did  not  begin 
Idem  dealt  their  cards  hand- 
r  played  them  tolerably, 

pcrfon^  are  commonly  in- 
llight  the  remarks  and  coun- 
ir  ciders.  I  fmircd,  perhaps, 
nuch  contempt,  and  was  up- 
jint  of  tcllinfi:  her  that  my 
not  he«n  pail  in  fuch  trivial 
ts.  But  I  foon  foimd  that 
:  to  be  eftimatcd,  not  by  the 
c  of  their  ^ffeils,  but  the  fre- 
*  their  ufe, 
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*  A  few  days  after,  my  aunt  gave  me 

*  notice,  that  fome  company,  which  ftie 
'  had  been  fix  weeks  in  collefting,  was 

*  to  meet  that  evening,  and  fhe  expelled 

*  a  finer  affembly  than  had  been  feenall 

*  the  winter.     She  expreflfcd  this  in  the 

*  jargon  of  a  gamefterj  and,  when  I  alkcd 

*  an  explication  of  her  terms  of  art,won- 

*  dered  where  I  had  lived.  I  had  aJready 

*  fdund  my  aunt  fo  incapable  of  any  ra- 

*  tional  conclufion,  and  fo  ignorant  of 

*  every  thing, whether  great  or  little,  that 

*  I  hatl  loft  all  i-egard  to  her  opinion,  and 

*  drcll'ed  myfelf  with  G:reat  expeftations 

*  of  an  opportunity  to  difpjay  my  chann«» 
'  among  rivals  whofc  coinpctition  would 

*  not  di (honour    me.     The    company 

*  came  in,  and  after  the  curfory  compli- 

*  ments  of  falutation,  alike  eafy  to  the 

*  loweft  and  the  higheft  underftanding, 

*  what  was  the  refult  ?  The  cards  wcl^e 

*  broke  open,  the  paitics  were  formed, 

*  the  whole  night  paffed  in  a  game  up- 

*  on  which  the  young  and  old   were 

*  equally  employed  :  nor  was  I  able  to 

*  attraft  an  eye,  or  gain  an  ear;  but  be- 

*  ing  compelled  to  play  without  fkill,  I 

*  perpetually  embarraflcd  my  partner, 
'  and  loon  perceived  the  contempt  of  the 

*  whole  table  gathering  upon  me. 

*  I  cannot  but  fufpe6>,  Sir,  that  this 

*  odious  fafhion  is  produced  by  a  con- 

*  fpiracy  of  the  old,  the  ugly,  and  the 

*  ignorant,  againft  the  young  and  beau- 

*  tlfuj,  the  witty  and  the  gay,  as  aeon- 

*  trivance  to  level  all^dillinAions  of  na- 

*  t'jre  artd  oi  art  j  to  confound  the  world 

*  in  a  chr.os  of  folly,  to  take  fromthofe 

*  who  could  outfliinc  them  all  the  ad- 
'  vantages  of  mind  and  body,  to  with- 

*  hold  youth  from  it's  natural  plcafurcs, 

*  deprive  wit  of  it's  influence,  and  beau- 

*  ty  of  it's  charms,  to  fix  thofe  hearts 

*  upon  money,  to  which  love  has  hithcr- 

*  to  been  entitled,  to  fink  life  into  a  te- 

*  dious  unifonniry,  and  to  allow  if  no 

*  other  hopes  or  fears  but  thofe  of  rob- 

*  bin^  and  being  robbed. 

*  Be  pleafed,  Sir,  to  inform  thofe  of 

*  my  lex  who  have  minds  capable  of 

*  nobler  fentiments,  thai,  if  they  will 

*  unite  in  vindication  of  their  pleafures 

*  and  their  prerogatives,  thcymayfixa 

*  time  at  which  cards  fliall  ceafe  to  be 

*  in  faftiion,  or  be  left  only  to  thofe  who 

*  have  neither  beauty  to  be  loved, *  nor 

*  fpirit  to  be  feared;  neither  knowleiigc 

*  to  teach,  nor  modcfty  to  learn ;  and 

f  >viio,  having  paftcd  tViir  "jou^XxVaNKt* 
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*  arc  niftlycondcmnci^  to  fpcnd  ihclr  jge 

*  ill  folly.  *  1  am  Sir,  Sec. 

*  Cleora.' 

*    SIB, 

^  *  if  I  do  not  give  it  vent.  As  ycni 
'  publiih  a  Paper,  I  infift  upon  it,  that 
you  infert  this  in  your  next,  as  ever 
you  hope  for  the  kindncls  and  encou- 
ragement of  any  woman  of  taftc,  fpi- 
rit,  and  virtue.  I  would  have  it  pub- 
liflied  to  the  world,  how  defciTing  wix-es 
are  ufed  by  imperious  coxcombs,  that 
thenceforth  no  woman  may  marry  who 
has  not  the  patience  of  Grizzel.  Nay, 
if  cvsn  Grizzel  had  been  married  to  a 
gameftcr,  her  temper  woidd  never  have 
held  out.  A  wretch  that  lolls  his  good- 
humour  and  humanity  along  with 
his  money,  and  will  not  allow  enough 
from  his  own  extravagances  to  fupport 
a  woman  of  fafhion  in  the  necclVury 
amufements  of  life!  Why  does  not  he 
employ  his  wife  head  to  make  a  figure 
in  parliament,  raife  an  cftate,  and  get 
a  title?  That  would  be  fitter  for  the 
mafter  of  a  family,  than  rattling  a 
noify  dice-box;  and  then  he  might  in- 
dulge his  wife  in  a  few  flight  cxpences 
and  elegant  divcrfions. 
*  What  if  I  was  unfortunate  at  Brag  ? 
—^Should  he  not  have  flayed  to  ice 
how  hick  would  tirnri  another  time  ? 
Inftead  of  that,  what  does  he  do,  but 
picks  a  quarrel,  upbraids  mc  with 
lofs  of  beauty,  abufes  my  acquain- 
tance, ridicules  my  play,  and  infults 
my  undcrftanding ;  fays,  for(both, 
that  women  have  not  h^ads  enough 
to  play  with  any  thing  but  dolls,  and 
that  they  Ihmild  be  employed  in 
things  proportionable  to  their  under- 
flanding,  keep  at  home^  and  mind  fa- 
mily affairs. 

'  I  do  flay  at  home.  Sir;  and  all  the 
world  knows  I  am  at  home  every  Sun- 
dav.  I  have  had  fix  routes  this  wiii- 
t*.T,  and  fent  oxit  ten  packs  of  cards 
in  invitations  to  private  parties.  As 
for  mana^enaent,  I  am  fure  he  cannot 
call  me  extravagant,  or  fay  I  do  not 
mind  my  fu^ily*  The  childiren  are  out 


at  Tiurie  In  villager*  a-;  clicnp  as  -n] 
little  bi\its  can  be  kept,  nor  '. 
ever  fecii  them  fince;  fo  he  1 
trouble  about  them.  The  il- 
live  at  board-wages.  My  owi 
ncrs  come  frojn  the  Thatched  1 
and  I  luve  never  paid  a  pen: 
any  thing  I  have  bought  fince 
married.  As  for  play,  I  do  i 
may,  indeed,  indulge  in  that, 
am  my  own  miflrefs.  Pai>a  ma 
drudge  at  Whill  till  I  was  tired 
and,  far  from  wanting  a  heat! 
Hoyle,  when  he  had  not  given 
bove  forty  Icfibns,  faid  1  was 
his  bcft  fcholars.  I  though 
with  myfelf,  that,  if  once  I  ^ 
liberty,  I  would  leave  play,  an 
to  reading  romances,  things  1 
bidden  at  our  houfe,  and  fo  rai 
that  it  was  impoflible  not  to 
them  very  charming.  Moft 
tunately,  to  fave  me  from  abfoli 
dutifulnefs,  juft  as  I  was  m 
came  dear  Brag  into  fafliion,  ar 
fince  it  has  been  the  joy  of  m 
fo  eafy,  fo  cheerful  and  cai^l 
void  of  thought,  and  fo  g 
Who  can  help  loving  it?  Y 
]x:rfidious  thing  has  ufed  m 
ill  of  late,  and  to-morrow  I 
have  changed  it  for  Faro.  Bu 
this  dcteftable  to-morrow,  a  tb 
ways  expcfted,  and  never 
Within  ihefc  i'cw  hours  mul 
dragged  into  the  country, 
wivtch,  Sir,  left  me  in  a  fit  wh 
thrc;itenings  had  cKcafioncd,  ai 
mtrt  if\Uly  ordered  a  poft-chaife 
I  cannot,  for  money  I  have  nor 
credit  I  cannot  get— But  I  wil 
the  monkey  pi  ay  with  me  at 
upon  the  road  for  all  I  vrant. 
alinofl  fure  to  beat  him,  and  hi 
of  honour  I  know  he  will  pay. 
who  can  tell  but  I  may  flill  coin 
and  conquer  Lady  Packer  ?  Sij 
need  not  print  this  laft  fchcmc 
upon  fccond  thoughts,  you  i: 
Oh,  diftraftion!  thepoft-chai( 
the  door.  Sii',  publifli  \frha 
will,  only  let  it  be  printed  wit 
name** 
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UI.  IIS    DICENDl    COP  I  A    T0RREJJ8, 
A    MORTlFtKA  EST  FACUNDIA— 


J« 


A- MO   THE   OFPTHSOr   ELOQ^ULNCEHAVE   FOUND, 
AT    V^^AV1GADLE  &TBEAM   W£«E    DEQWN'P. 

Dryden. 


?  iTiodeft  yoim^  man  whom 
favoured  with  your  advice 
aper  >  and,  as  I  am-  very 
riiipc-clmg  that  yon  fore- 
lumbeilds  inronvcniences 
ve,  by  fallowing  it,  brought 
If,  I  will  lay  my  condition 
€  vou,  fi)r  \oti  feein  bonnil 
?  me  frcun  the  perplexities 
yonr  ccnnfcl,  however  in- 
the  intention,  has  contii- 
Tvolve  me. 

J  me,  as  yoir  thotight,  tomy 
lat  a  writer  might  eafily  find 
ntiT)d'acing  his  genius  to  the 
tlw  prejfes  of  England  n.vcre 
lis  I  have  now  fiitally  expe- 
hc  prefs  is,  indeed,  ojxrn. 

'./  crjus  Attrni, 

iiii  t>a:t't  atr'i  janua  Dith. 

Vjrg. 
hell  arc  open  nK'ht  and  dayj 
efccr.t,  afhd  caiy  is  the  way. 

Drtcen. 

eans  of  doing  hurt  to  oiir- 
always  at  hand.  I  nnmedi- 
to  a  printer,  and  contra^wd 
fof  an  iniprelTion  of  fevcml 

of  my  pumphlftt.  While  it 
z  prefs,  I  was  feldora  abfent 

printing-houfej  and  conti- 
jed  the  workmen  to  hull.:,  by 
n»,  promifcs,  and  reward.**. 
•  day  all  other  plealUres  w^re 

by  tlic  cLcliglufid  employ - 
cornering  the  (hccts ;  and 
night  ilte]>  generally  was  ba- 
f  antic ipaciuns  of  the  happi-' 
:h  cvtry  hour  was  bringing 

,  the  trnic  of  publication  ap- 
,  aad  my  heart  beat  with  the 
jf  ail  author.  I  was  above 
irccau^ions;  and,  in  defiance 
r  of  criticiim,  fet  my  name 
;itle,  milAiOUtlh/Bdentlycon' 
iat  what  has  once  pafhrd  the 
rocabJej  and  tha:,  tlwu^h 


*  the  printing-houfe  may  properly  be 

*  comj>ared  to  the  infernal  regions  for  tlie 

*  facibty  of  ifs  entrance,  and  the  dllh- 

*  culty  with  which  authors  return  fio.n. 

*  it^  yet  there  h  this  difference,  that  a 
*■  great  gf-nius  r:s\  never  return  to  his^ 

*  fonner  llate  Ijv  a  happy  draught  of  the 

*  waters  of  obhvit/n. 

*  I  ani  now,  Mr.  Rambler,  known  to 

*  be  un  author  J  and  am  condemned,  ir- 

*  rtvcrfibly  condemned,  to  all  the  mik- 

*  ries  of  high  reputation.      The    firft 

*  morning  after  publication  my  friends 

*  aflTcmhied  aboirtn??  J  I  prcfeiited  each, 

*  as  is-  u^jal,  with  a  cojiy  of  my  book  r 

*  they  looked  into  tlvo  tirft  pages ;  but 

*  were  hindered,  by  thdr  aJmiration, 

*  from  reading  farther,  s  The  firll  pagcA 

*  are,    indeed,   very   elaborate.     Sonit 

*  paflagcs  tlicy  particulariy  dwelt  upon, 

*  as  move  eminently  beautiful  than  th't 

*  rtllj  and  fomc  ddicate  Itrcl^c^,  and 

*  fecret elegancies,  I ^xjlnt^out  to  t(k;ni, 

*  v»'hich  had  efcaivNJ  their  obfcrvation. 

*  I  rhvn  bejij/.ed  of  tr.fru  to  forbear  their 
'  compliments;    and  invited-  tlitm,    I 

*  could  do  no  lefs,  to  line  with  me  at  a 

*  tavern.     After  diunor,  the  book  v.us 

*  refumed.  j  but  thjir  jn-ailcs  very  often 

*  fo  much  overpov/cred  my  modgfty, 
'  that  I  was  i'orccvl  to  put  about  the 

*  glafs,  and  had  often  no  means  of  n.- 

*  piefhng  the  clamo^ii-s  of  their  a;iniira- 
'  tion,  but  by  thundering  toihe  drawer 

*  for  another  bottle. 

*  Next  morning  another  fct  of  my  ac- 

*  quaintance  congratulatii!  me  ujvc'U  my 

*  pcrfonnance  with  luch  importunity  of 

*  prailc,  that  T  was  again  forced  to  ob- 

*  viatc  their  civilities  by  a  treat.  On  the 

*  third  day,  I  l:ad  yet  a  greater  number 

*  of  applaudcrs  to  put  to  filence  in  the 

*  fame  manner;    and,  on  the  fouiih, 

*  thofe  whom  I  had  entertained  the  fii  ft 

*  day  came  again,  having,  in  the  p.-ruiiil 
'  of  the  remaining  part  of  the  book, 
'  diffovt-red  ib  many  forcible  CctVLCWCv:^ 

*  and  marterly  touches,  lV\at  \t.  v;;\%  \ti\- 

. '  poffifcle  for  mc  to  bear  ti^c  rc^-uuotv  o? 
'  r  htsir  connnendations :  I  t\\i:Yt.?v>rv:  -^t  - 
*  /Uautd  tLcm  once  mon:  to  ad^oviiA  ^o 
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'  tlie  tavern,  am!  cliufc  fomc  other  fiib- 
'  je^,  on  which  I  mlyht  fliare  in  tlic 
'  converfation :  but  it  was  not  in  their 

*  power  to  withhold  their  attention  from 

*  my  performance  j    whicli  had  fo  en- 

*  tirely  taken  pofTeflTion  of  thtir  minds, 

*  that  no  entreaties  of  mine  couM  change 

*  their  topick ;    and  I  was  obliged  to 

*  ftifle,  with  claret,  that  praife  which 

*  neither  my  modefty  could  hinder,  nor 

*  my  uneafmcfs  reprefs. 

*  The  whole  week  was  thus  fpcnt  in 

*  a  kind  of  literary  revel ;  and  I  have 

*  now  found  tliat  nothing  is  fo  expenfive 

*  as  meat  abilities,  unlef^  there  ib  joined 

*  wiln  them  an  infatiable  eagemcfs  of 

*  praife ;  for,  to  cfcapc  from  the  pain  of 

*  nearing    niyfelf   exalted    above    the 

*  i^reatei^  names,  dead  and  living,  of  the 

*  learned  world,  it  has  already  coll  me 

*  two  hogftieads  of  port,  fifteen  gallons 
.•  of  arrack,  ten  dozen  of  claret,  and  five 

*  and  forty  bottles  of  champagne. 

*  I  wa§  rcfolved  to  (lay  at  home  no 

*  longer,  and  thci-efore  rofc  early,  and 

*  went  to  the  coffee -houfc  ;  but   found 

*  diat  I  hay!  now  made  myfelf  too  emi- 

*  nent  for  happinefs,  and  that  I  was  no 

*  longer  to  enjoy  the  plcalure  of  mixing, 

*  upon  equal  tcnns,  with  the  relt  of  tlic 

*  world.     As  foon  as  I  enter  the  room, 

*  I  fee  part  of  the  company  raging  widi 

*  envy,  which  diey  endeavour  to  con- 

*  ceai,  fometimes  with  the  apjK-aranceof 

*  la\ighter,  and  fometimes  with  that  of 

*  contempt;    but  the  dil'guife  is  fuch 

*  that  I  can  difcover  the  fecret  mncour 

*  of  their  hearts;   and,  as  envy  is  dc- 

*  fcrvedly  it's  own  punifhmcnt,  J  fie- 

*  quently  indulge  mylclf  in  tormenting 

*  them  with  my  prelence. 

*  But,  though  there  may  be  fomc  (light 

*  fatisfaclion  received  from  the  mortiti- 

*  cation  of  my  cncnuLS,  yet  my  bL^ncvo- 

*  Itnce  will  notfuffer  mcto take  any  plca- 

*  fure  in  the  tenors  of  my  friends.      I 

*  havebcen  cautious,fmce  the  appearance 
«  of  my  work,  not  to  give  myfelf  more 

*  premeditated  airi*  of  fuperiority   than 

*  the  mort  ricid  humility  might  allow. 
«  It  is,  indeed,  not  impoffible  that  I  may 
«  fometimes  have  laid  down  my  opinion 

*  in  a  manner  that  (hewcil  a  confcioul- 
«  ncfs  of  my  ability  to  maintain  it,  or  in- 
«  (eiTupted  the  converfation,  when  I  law 
«  it's  tendency,  without  futfeiin^  the 
«  fpeaker  to  walle  his  time  in  explaming 
<  his  fcntiments;  and,  indeed,  I  did  in- 

*  ilale^e  myfelf  for  two  days  in  acullom 
f  afarumwing  with  my  fingexif  when 
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the  company  began  to  lofe  the 
in  abfurdltics,  or  to  cncro:ich  up 
je^s  which  I  knew  them  unq 
to  difcufs.  But  I  generally  acl 
great  ap}7carance  of  rcfpe6>,  i 
thofc  whofc  ftupiditj*  I  pitied 
heart.  Vet,  notwitnftanding  1 
einplar)'  moderation,  fo  univerf 
dread  of  uncommon  powers,  ar 
the  unwillingnefs  of  mankint 
made  wifer,  that  I  have  now  f 
days  found  myfelf  (hunned  by 
acquaintance.  If  I  knock  at : 
nobody  is  at  home;  if  I  enter  a 
houfe,  I  have  the  box  to  myi 
live  in  the  town  like  a  lion  in 
fcrt,  or  an  eagle  on  his  rock,  tc 
for  fricndfhip  or  focicty,  am 
demned  to  Iblitude  by  unhapp) 
tion  and  dreaded  afcendency.  ' 

*  Nor  is  my  chara^cr  only  fo 
h\6  to  others,  but  burdcnlbnu' 
felf.  I  naturally  love  to  talk  \ 
much  thlnkino;,  to  fcatter  my 
ment  at  random,  and  to  rel; 
thoughts  with  ludicrous  remar 
f;mcifu!  images j  but  fuch  is  r 
importance  of  my  opinion,  th: 
afraid  to  otfer  it,  leit,  by  bcir 
bliflied  too  halMIy  into  a  ma: 
(liould  be  thx  occalion  of  error 
the  nai  ion :  and  fuch  is  the  expe 
with  which  I  am  attended  whe 
going  tofpcak,  that  I  frequentl; 
t.)  reflect  whether  what  I  am  al 
utt'>r  ib  worthy  of  myfelf. 

*  This,  Sir,  is  fufiiciently  mift 
but  there  are  ftill  jjjreater  calami' 
hind.  You  mull  have  read  ir 
and  Swift  how  men  of  parts  ha 
their  clol'.ts  rifled,  and  their  c 
broke  open,  at  the  inlligatlon  c 
ticivl  booklellcrs,  for  the  profit  < 
woikj  J  and  it  is  apparent,  tha 
are  many  piints  now  fold  in  \h 
of  mwHwhom  you  cannot  liif 
fitting  for  that  purpofe,  and 
likenefies  muil  have  been  ce 
ftokn  when  their  names  mad 
faces  vendible.  Thefe  confide 
at  firft  put  me  on  my  guard; 
have,  indeed,  found  fumcicnt 
for  my  caution,  for  I  have  difc 
many  people  examining  my  c 
nance  with  a  curiofity  that 
their  intention  to  draw  it ;  I  in 
attly  left  the  hoyfe,  but  find  tfc 
behaviour  in  another. 

*  Odiers  maybe perfccutcd,  bi; 
«  \i;vuivxdLi  I  laxt  ^Qod  n»foo 
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fine  dot  derm  painters  are  nowdoff- 
^■giM»  for  they  know  that  he  i»So 
cai^niy  face  firft  willnakiehk  fiv- 
nmc.  I  often  change  my  ^m§,  and 
war  myhat  over  my  cyetybytiiiichl 
^«  ibinew^het  to  cfXDfbiuiddiem}  for 
yoa  know  it  it  not  fair  to  ftU  my  ftce 
widwat  admitdng  me  to  flian  the 
pront* 

'  I  am,  hoirever»  not  Ibniiidi  iajpain 
for  my  face  at  for  m^r  merty  which  I 
'  dan  neither  aurry  witt  me  nor  leave 
'  bdiind.  I  haire.  indeedy  taken  Ibine 
'  ncafiirea  for  their  prefSavatiQn,  hat^g 
'  pat  them  in  an  iron  cheft,  and  fixed  a 
'  pdlock  upon  my  doiet,  I  chanee 
'  my  lodgiugt  fire  times  a  wedC|  and  u- 
*  van  remove  at  the  dead  of  night. 

*  Thus  1  live,  inconiequenoeof  har- 
'  isg  given  too  great  prooti  of  a  piedo- 


minant  genius,  in  the  folitude  of  a 
hermit,  with  the  anxiety  of  a  mi(er» 
and  the  caution  of  an  outlaw :  afraid 
to  fhew  my  face,  left  it  (houid  be  co- 
pied $  afnud  to  fpeak,  left  I  ihould 
injure  my  charaocr ;  and  to  write,  left 
my  correipondents  (hould  pubUlh  my 
letten;  always  uneafy  left  my  fer'* 
vant^  fhould  flea]  my  papers  for  the 
fake  of  money,  or  my  friends  for  that 
of  the  publick.  Ttiis  it  is  to  (bar 
above  the  reft  of  mankind :  and  this 
reprefentation  I  lay  before  you,  that  I 
mav  be  informed  how  to  diveft  myfelf 
of  tne  laurels  which  are  focumberlome 
to  the  wearer,  and  defcend  to  the  en- 
joyment of  that  ouiet  from  which  I 
find  a  writer  of  tne  firil  clafs  fo  fa- 
tally debarred. 

•MiSBLLUS,' 


N«  XVII.     TUESDAY,  MAY  15,  i7So. 


— ->MK  MOM  OIACVIA  CXaTOMy 
119  MOKS  CEKTA  TACIT. 


LUCAK. 


IIT  THOSE  WZAX  SfXKDt  WBO  LITE  IN  OOVaT  AND  FXAIf 

70  JUGGLING  FRIESTt  FOK  OlACLKt  RtPAIft) 

CVZ  CERTAIN  HOUR  OF  DEATH  TO  EACH   DZCRrEP, 

Mr  FIX*»,«IV  CERTAIN  •OVI,    FROM  DOUBT  HA»  KREED. 


IT  is  recorded  of  Tome  eaftem  mo- 
narch, tiut  he  kept  an  officer  in  his 
kinlr,  wfaofe  employment  it  was  to  re- 
■ind  him  of  his  mortality,  bv  calling 
Ht  every  moiT.ing,  at  a  ftatea  hour— 
'  Remember,  prince,  that  thou  (halt  diel* 
^d  the  contemplation  of  the  fradlnefs 
lad  uncertainty  of  our  pre(ent  fUte  ap- 
)tiicd  of  (b  much  impwtance  to  Solon 
)f  Athens,  that  he  left  this  precept  to  fu- 
we  ages — *  Keep  thine  eye  fixed  upon 

the  end  of  life.* 

A  fi  squcnt  and  attentive  profpe£^  of 
bt  moment  which  muft  put  a  period 
0  all  our  fchemes,  and  deprive  us  of  all 
v  acquifitions,  is  indeed  of  the  utmoft 
fiticytothc  juftand  rational  regulation 
f  ov  Uvea  J  nor  would  ever  any  thing 
ricked,  or  often  any  thine  abfurd,  be 
■dcnaken  or  prolecuted  oy  him  who 
koidd  begin  every  day  with  a  (crious  re- 
l>&ion  that  he  is  boi-n  to  die. 

The  difturben  of  our  happinefs,  in 
^  world,  are  our  defires,  our  griefs, 
^  ov  fen  j  and  to  ail  thefe  the  con- 
of  mortal 'ty  it  a  certain  and 
*  Thiak/ fMy9  E" 


Rows* 

pi^etus,  *  frequently  on  poverty,  ha- 

*  nifliment,  and  death,  and  thou  wile 

*  then  never  indulge  violent  dcfires,  or 

*  give  up  thy  heart  to  mean  fentiments^ 
'  uHt  ihmlt  ravtMV  h^vfAzn^  ^  ayaw 

That  the  maxim  of  £pi£lctus  is  found- 
ed on  juft  obi'ervation,  will  eafily  be 
granted,  when  we  refle£i,  how  that  ve- 
hemence of  cagemefs  after  the  common  - 
obje6^s  of  purfuit  is  kindled  in  our  minds* 
We  reprefent  to  ourfelves  the  pleafures 
of  Tome  future  pofleffion,  and  iuifer  our 
thoughts  to  dwell  attentively  upon  it,  till 
it  has  wholly  engrofled  the  imagination, 
and  permits  us  not  to  conceive  any  hap- 
pinefs but  it's  attainment,  or  any  mifcry 
out  it*s  lofs ;  ^^ry  other  i'atiLfj^Hon 
which  the  bounty  of  rrovidcnce  has  fcat- 
tered  over  life  i'*  negleflcd  as  inroniider- 
able,  in  comparilbn  of  the  great  obje£t 
which  wc  have  placed  before  us,  and  i» 
thrown  from  us  as  incumbering  our  ac- 
tivity, or  trampled  under  foot  as  ftand- 
ing  in  our  way. 

Every  man  W  expoienced Yifirw  tKMc\i 
of  this  ardoar  has  been  rnnitui,  w^ik 
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%  (Harp  or  tedious  ficknefs  ha^  fet  deith 
before  his  eyes.  The  extenfiv^  infliience 
of  preitneu,  the  glitter  of  wealth,  the 
pnifes  of  adroirerty'and  the  attendance 
of  fupplicants,  have  appeared  vain  and 
empcy  things  when  the  laA  hour  ftemed 
to  betpproachingi  and  the  fame  appear- 
ance they  would  always  have»  if  the 
6me  thought  was  always  predominant. 
We  fhould  then  find  the  abfuitlity  of 
^retching  out  our  anns  inceifantly  to 
grafp  that  which  we  cannot  keep,  and 
wearing  out  our  lives  in  endeavours  to 
«dd  new  turrets  to  the  fabrick  of  ambi- 
tion, when  the  foundation  itfelf  is  (bak- 
ing, and  the  ground  on  which  it  (lands 
IS  mouldering  away. 

All  envy  is  proportionate  to  defire; 
wc  are  uneafy  at  the  attainments  of  an- 
mher,  according  as  we  think  our  own 
happinefs  would  he  advanced  by  the  ad- 
dition of  that  which  he  withholds  from 
us;  and  therefore  whatever  depceiTes  im- 
mocteVate  wifhes,  w'rfl,  at  the  fame  time, 
fet  the  heart  free  from  the  corrofion  of 
envy,  and  exempt  us  from  that  vice 
which  is,  above  mod  others,  toi-mentinj; 
to  ourfelves,  hateful  to  the  world,  and 
productive  of  mean  artifices  and  for- 
did projects.  lie  that  confiders  how 
foon  hcmuft  clofehis  life,  will  find  no- 
thing; of  fo  iTWic}i  importance  as  to  clofc 
jr  well;  aml>^ill  therefore  look  with  In- 
liitFcroncc  upon  wharewr  is  ufelcfs  to 
tiiat  purpf>fe.  Whoever  rcfle6lf  frequent- 
ly upon  thf  tincert:unty  of  his  own  du- 
ration, will  find  out  that  the  iKtc  of 
others  iv  not  more  permanent;  and  that 
vtWu  ran  confer  nothing  on  himfclf  very 
defirahle  cannot  fo  muth  improve  the 
romlirion  of  a  rival  a>  to  make  him 
nuich  fupcrior  to  ihofe  from  whom  he 
has  carrietl  the  prize,  a  prize  too  mean 
to  cl;.Tervea  vent'obitinatc  oppofilion. 

Kvtn  p'ief,  that  puifion  to  winch  the 
vii  tiious  and  ttnJer  mind  i>  particularly 
iulvcfl,  will  he  obviated  or  alkviuted 
by  the  lAmr  thoucjhts.  It  will  be  oh- 
viarvtl,  if  :j11  the  blciTmjrs  of  our  roudi- 
tionare  tnioyctl  wiili  acontlant  fcnfi*  <»f 
th:*  uncertain  leni.n-.  If  \v«  runember, 
that  \vh;ntver  we  j>o(n.rs  i^  to  he  in  our 
hands bi:t  a  vciy  little  ri.v.c,  and  thr.cihc 
little  which  our  molt  i.vely  hopes  can 
lin.ni'fc  us  m;iy  be  made  Icfi  by  ten 
t^oiitri.d  accivLi.ts,  we  fimll  not  much 
r*-pine  at  ;;  lofs  of  wIiIcIj  we  cannot  tili- 

V.  : I. -:!■.'-•  \r\»P,  Vu\  nfwfUCll,  I'lOTIgllWC 

aiv  :-.».r  iMrto  ivll  the  leull  amount,  we 
Ajjovi-,    wJeh    /!:ft'{-;tiit   ccriaii::;',    tlw 


greateft,  and  are  convinced  that  thff 
gmteft  it  not  nrach  to  be  regretted. 

But  if  any  paffion  bat  fo  mnch  u« 
Ibiped  our  vndHbndings  at  not  to 
fuiler  us  to  enjoy  advantaget  with  die 
modesadon  prefcribad  by  rea(bn»  it  it 
not  to9  lilt  to  apply  tbia  remedy  wbm  : 
we.  find  ouxirlvet  imkmg  under  forroir^  : 
and  inclined  to  pine  for  tnat  which  it  ir- 
Kbovefably  vanifhed.  We  may  then 
ufcfully  revolve  the  imcertainty  of  our 
own  condition,  and  the  folly  of  lament- 
ing that  from  which,  if  it  had  ftayed  a 
little  longer,  we  fiiould  ourfelvct  have 
been  taken  away. 

With  regard  to  the  (harpeft  and  moft 
melting  forrow,  that  wbicn  ari&s  from 
the  lofs  of  thofe  whom  we  have  lofcd 
with  tendernefs,  it  may  be  obferved, 
that  friendfhip  between  mortals  can  bd 
contracted  on  no  other  terms  than  that 
one  muft  fome  time  mourn  for  the  other's 
death:  and  this  grief  will  always  yield 
to  the  furvhror  one  confolaCion  propor- 
tionate to  his  afflifVion;  for  the  pain|k 
whatever  it  he,  that  he  himfelf  ferftf,  his 
friend  hasefcapcd. 

Nor  is  fear,  the  mod  overbearing  and 
refiftlefs  of  all  our  pafiions,  lefs  to  be 
tcmperatcd  by  this  univerfal  medicine  of 
the  mind.  The  frequent  contempla- 
tion of  death,  as  it  <hows  the  vanity  of 
all  human  good,  difcovers  likewjle  th( 
Itghtncfs  of  all  tcrrellrial  evil,  which  cer- 
tainly  can  latt  no  longer  than  the  fubicft 
upon  which  it  a6U ;  and,  according  to  the 
old  ohflrvation,  mult  be  ihorter,  as  it  is' 
more  violent.  The  moft  cmcl  calamity 
which  misfcrtime  can  produce,  mnlt, 
by  the  neceflity  of  nature,  be  quickly  at 
an  end.  'l"Tie  fo\il  cannot  long  be  held 
in  prifon,  but  will  fly  away,  and  Itfavc  a 
lifelefs  body  to  hunun  malice. 

I       ■      RiJitqutJut  luilliiJ  tmKc'u 

And,  foarlns,  mocks  the  broken  frame  belonr*- 

The  utmoft  that  we  can  threaten  to 
one  another  is  th:it  death  which,  in- 
dt-ed,  we  mav  precipitate,  but  cannot 
retard;  and  from  which,  therefore^  it 
cannot  become  a  wife  man  to  biy  a 
reprie^-e  at  the  cxj»ence  of  virtue,  finee 
he  knows  not  how  fmnll  a  portion  of 
time  he  can  purch.ii'e,  Init  knows  that, 
whether  fiiort  or  long,  it  will  be  mader 
Xvf'!^  valuabk*  by  the  remembrance  of  the 

iirice  nt  which    it  has  bten  obtained.' 
;Ic  is  fure  that  be  deilioys  liis  bs^inffsr*- 

Wit 
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ot  fure  that  he  kngdieiis  bis 

mown  (hortnefs  of  life,  as.  it 
)  moderate  our  paflionsy   may 

with  eoual  propriety,  contraa 
^.  There  18  net  time  for  the 
cihle  genius,  and  moft  active  in- 
to extend  it*s  tffeOs  beyond  a 
phere.  To  proje£l  the  conqueft 
vorid,  is  the  madnefs  of  mighty 

to  hope  for  excellence  in  every 
has  been  the  folly  of  literary 

and  bodi  have  foxind,  at  laft, 
ry  have  panted  for  a  height  of 
«  denied  to  humanity,  and  have 
y  opportunities  of  making  them- 
feful  and  happy,  by  a  vun  am* 
f  obtaining  a  ipecies  of  honour, 
the  ettrDaTlaws  of  Providence 
iced  be^d  the  reach  of  man. 
mifcamages  of  die  great  deiigns 
«s  are  recorded  in  t&  hiftories  of 
rid,  but  aie  of  little  ufe  to  the 
'  mankind,  who  fecm  very  little 
d  in  admonitions  againft  errors 
:hey  cannot  commit.  Bbt  the 
earned  ambition  is  a  proper  fub- 
rvery  fcholar  to  confider ;  for  who 

had  occafion  to  regret  the  diiii- 


pation  of  great  abilities  in  a  boxmdleft 
multiplicity  of  purfui  ts,  to  lament  theiud* 
den  ddertion  of  excellent  defigns,  ujxm 
the  offer  of  fome  other  fubjed  made  in- 
viting, by  ifs  novelty,  and  to  obferve 
the  inaccuracy  and  deficiencies  of  works 
left  unfinifiied  by  too  great  an  extenfioa 
of  the  plan? 

It  is  always  pleafing  to  obierve,  how 
much  more  our  minds  can  conceive  than 
our  bodies  can  perform ;  yet  it  is  our 
duty,  while  we  continue  m  this  com- 
plicated ftate,  to  regulate  one  part  of 
our  compoiition  by  fome  regard  to  the , 
other.  We  are  not  to  indulge  our  cor^- 
poreal  appetites  with  pleafures  that  im- 
pair our  mtelleflual  vigour,  nor  gratify 
our  minds  with  fchemes  which  we  know 
our  lives  muft  fail  in  attempting  to  ex* 
ecute.  The  unceruinty  of  our  ouration 
ought  at  once  to  fet  bb«UAdt  to  our  de- 
figns, and  add  incitements  to  our  in* 
duifay)  and  when  we  find  ourfelves  in* 
clined  either  to  immenfity  in  our  fchemes^ 
or  (luggiOinefs  in  our  endeavours,  w« 
may  either  check  or  animate  our- 
felves by  recollefting,  widi  the  fathef 
of  phytick— /A^  art  h  hng^  ttnd  Uft  i> 
Jiort. 


N^  XVra.     SATURDAY,  MAY  19,  1750. 

iLLtC  MATJIC  CARIKTIBUI, 
»IIVlCl«If    MVLIERE    TSMFEftAr   IKWOCKNSy 
lie    DOTATA    KZOJT    VIRVM 
:01iJVXf    KIC     MITIOO    riDlT    ADVLTKKOt 

Dot    ItT    MAGMA    FABBNTUM 
iBtUt,    ZT    MBTUBKt   ALTBKIVS    TOBI 

:bbto  fosdxbb  caititas. 

Hob. 

9i0t  thzbx  tkx  6uiltlb8s  ttbp-damz   knows 
thz  baleful  dbaugmt  fob  obmians  to  compofc} 
ko  wipb  higm-robtion*d  bvlbs  hbb  tpovsb, 

9B    TBUSTS    MSB    BSSXNc'd    LOVER'S    FAITMLBSI    VOWIt 

Tax    LOVXBS    THXBX    FOR    DOW*RY   CLAIM 
THE    FATNBB*S   VIRTVX,   AKD    THE    SPOTLXSI  FAMX, 
Wh;CH    PASKI    MOT    BBBAK    TUB    KVFTlAL    TXX. 


ERE  IB  BO  obftnratlon  more 
^quentlT  made  by  ffth  as  employ 
ret  in  rarveying  the'^condM^  ot 
d,  than  that  Marriage,  though 
^e  of  nature,  and  the  inditution 
denee,  is  yet  very  of^n  the  caufe 
ry;  and  tlut  thole  who  enter  into 
■  cap  (Udom  forbear  to  exprels 
imlMice,  and  their  envy  of  thofe 
ilfaer  thancc^^afitiantsft  vfith- 


Fbancxi* 

This  general  unhappinefs  has  given 
occafion  to  many  fa?e  maxims  among 
the  ferious,  and  fmart  remarks  among 
the  gay ;  the  moralift  and  the  writer  of 
epigrams  have  equally  (hown  their  abi- 
litics  upon  it ;  fome  have  lamented,  and 
fome  hafve  ridiculed  it :  but  as  the  fa- 
culty of  writing  has  been  chiefly  a  maf- 
euline  endowment,  thercpnnicYi  of  vciak- 
ing  the  world  mirerable  \va%  \>teii  ^vrvj  % 
An'wn  upon  the  wonxen-,  ;iLtvd^  ^S^n^ 
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and  the  merry  hare  cq\ially  thought 
thcmfclves  at  liberty  to  conclude  eiuier 
with  dechmiatory  complaints,  or  fatirical 
ccnfurcs^of  fcmaSc  folly  or  ficklenefs,  am* 
bjtion  or  cruelty,  extravagance  or  luft. 

Led  by  fuch  numbers  of  examples,  aad 
incited  oy  my  (hare  in  the  common  in- 
tcreft,  I  fometimes  venture  to  confider 
this  uAivcifal  grievance,  having  endca-' 
voured  to  diveft  my  heart  of  all  partia- 
lity, and  place  myfelf  as  a  kind  of  neu- 
tral being  oetwcen  the  fexes,  whofe  cla- 
mours, being  equally  vented  on  both 
fides  with  allthe  vehemence  of  diftrefs, 
all  the  apparent  confidence  of  juftice, 
and  all  the  indignation  of  injured  vir- 
tue, feem  entitlccTto  equal  regard.  The 
men  have,  indeed,  by  their  fupcriority 
of  writing,  been  able  to  colleft  the  evi- 
dence of  many  ages,  and  raife  Drejudices 
in  their  favour  by  the  venerable  tclli mo- 
nies of  philofophers,  hiftorians,  and  poets  j 
but  the  pleas  of  the  ladies  apjKal  to  paf- 
iions  of  more  forcible  operation  than  the 
reverence  of  antiquity.  If  they  have 
not  fo  great  names  on  thtir  fide,  they 
have  ftronger  arguments :  it  is  to  little 
purpofe  that  Socrates  or  Euripides  are 
produced  againft  the  fighs  of  foftncfs, 
and  the  tears  of  beauty.  The  moft 
frigid  and  inexorable  judge  would,  at 
l»;ift,  lland  fufpended  between  equal 
powers;  as  Luc  an  was  perplexed  In  the 
determination  of  the  caufe  where  the  dei- 
ties were  on  one  fide  and  Cato  on  tlie 
other. 

But  I,  who  have  long  ftudied  the  fe- 
vwrcil  and  moft  abftraiicd  philofophy, 
have  now,  in  the  cool  maturity  of  lite, 
arrived  at  fuch  command  over  my  nai- 
iions,  that  I  can  hear  the  vociferations 
of  either  fcx  without  catching  any  of 
the  fire  from  thofe  that  utter  them.  For 
I  h:ivc  found,  by  long  experience,  that 
a  man  will  fometimes  rage  at  his  wife, 
when  in  reality  his  miftrcfs  has  oHFendcd 
him ;  and  a  lady  complain  of  the  cruelty 
r)f  Kit  hun>and,  when  fhe  has  no  other 
enemy  than  bad  cards.  ^  I  do  not  fufFer 
myfelf  to  be  any  longer  tmpofed  upon 
by  oathi  on  one  fide,  or  nts  on  the 
other  i  nor  when  the  huiband  hai>ens 
to  the  tavern,  and  the  ladv  retires  to  her 
clofet,  am  I  always  confident  that  tht-y 
are  driven  by  their  mifcrics ;  fmce  I  have 
fomcrtimys  nrafim  to  Klitvc:  that  they 
purpofe  not  fo  much  to  Tooth  tlieir  for- 
rowR  as  to  animate  their  fury.  But 
ksw  little  cr-dit  foever  m;iy  be  given  to 
j'STtkuhr  £ccuJdtions,  .the  ^Jitral  ac- 


cumulation of  the  charge  fliews,  wiib 
too  much  evidence,  that  married  perfoni 
«rc  not  very  often  advanced  in  felicity; 
and,  therefore,  it  may  be  proper  to  ex-, 
amine  at  what  avenues  fo  many  crib 
have  made  their  way  into  tlie  world.. 
With  ^s  purpofe,  I  have  reviewed  t]i& 
lives'  of  roy  friends,  who  have  been  leaft 
fuccefsful  in  connubial  contrails,  and. 
attentively  confidcrcd  by  ^at  moti\'es 
they  were  incited  to  marry,  and  by  what 
principles  they  regulated  their  choice. 

One  of  the  firft  of  my  acquaintance 
thatrefolvedtoquitthe  unfet  Jedthought- 
lefs  condition  of  a  batchelor,  was  rru<- 
dentius,  a  man  of  flow  parts,  but  not 
\yithout  knowledge  or  judgment  in 
things  which  he  1^  leifure  to  conilder 
gradually  before  he  determined  thenu 
Whenever  wc  met  at  a  tavern,  it  wai 
his  province  to  fettle  the  fcheme  of  our 
entertainment,  contra^  with  the  cook» 
and  infoiTn  us  when  we  had  called  for 
wine  to  the  fum  originally  propofed. 
This  grave  confiderer  found,  by  deep 
meditation,  that  a  man  was  no  ioier  by 
marrying  early,  even  though  he  con- 
tented himfelf  with  a  lefs  fortune ;  for 
eftimating  the  exa£>  worth  of  annuitiei» 
he  found  that,  conddering  the  conftant 
diminution  of  the  value  of  life,  with  the 
probable  fall  of  the  intereft  of  money. 
It  was  not  worfe  to  have  ten  thoufand 
pounds  at  the  age  of  two  and  twenty 
years,  than  a  much  larger  fortune  at 
thirty :  *  For  many  opportunities,*  (ays 
he,  '  occur  of  improving  money,  which 

*  if  a  man  mifles,  be  may  not  after- 

*  wards  recover.' 

Full  of  thefe  reflexions,  he  tlurw  hit 
eyes  about  him,  not  in  fcarch  of  beaiTty 
or  elegance,  dignity  or  underllanding, 
but  of  a  woman  with  ten  thoufami 
pounds.  Such  a  woman,  in  a  wealthy 
fKUt  of  the  kingdom,  it  was  not  very 
difficult  to  find;  and  by  artful  raana^- 
mcnt  with  her  father,  whoJfc  ambition 
was  to  make  his  daughter  a  gentlewo- 
man, my  friend  got  her,  as  he  boafted 
to  us  in  confidence  two  days  after  hit 
marriage,  for  a  iettlement  of  f<nrenty- 
thiee  pounds  a  year  lefs  than  her  for- 
tune might  have  claimed,  and  kfs  than 
he  would  himfelf  have  given,  if  the  fuels 
had  been  but  wile  enough  to  delay  the 
barg:iin. 

Thus,  at  ^ncc  delighted  with  the  fur 
periority  of  iiis  parts,  ami  the  augment 
tatjon  of  his  foitunc,  he  carried  Funata 
his  Q\'^VK  houfc,  m  vjYiVdilvi.'pCTtK.^L^fK- 
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«sds  fs^ifffA  one  lurar  of  InppineTft. 
For  Fvia  was  a  vrretch  of  mean  Intel- 
k^  violent  paflionss  a  ftrod^  voke, 
ad  low  cducation»  witliout  anv  ienfe 
cf  hap^neft  but  tiMLt  whkh  connfted  in 
osing  and  countiiig  wautf*   Fnria  was 
afeoid.    They  agned  in  die  diCif  of 
uroldi,  but  irab  dttt  ^i&Kiie%  dut 
Pradendua  ^ntti  lor  f^rowinr  rich  ly 
pin,  Furii  by  oarfimony.   Prodentros 
vsYiuki  Tentore  nit  money  with  chnnces 
Tery  mncb  in  his  favour :   bnt  Puria 
very  wifrly  ohfervinj^  that  what  they  had 
was,  white  ibcy  lud  it,   rbeir  owiti 
thought  ail  txamck  too  great  a  haaard| 
and  was  fqv  putting  it  out  at  low  in- 
ttrcfty  upon  good  (ecurity.    Pnidentius 
wntuwly  however,  to  infure  a  (hip,  at 
a  very  unreaibnable  pric^;  but  happen- 
ing to  lofr  hit  monevy  was  fo  tormented 
with  die  chmourl  of  his  wife,  that  he 
never  durft  try  m  ieoond  experiment. 
Ht  has  now  grovelled  feven  and  forty 
yean  under  Furia*s  dire6kion,  who  never 
oDce  mentioned  hiin,  Gnce  his  bad  luck, 
by  say  other  name  than  that  of  tAe  in^ 

The  next  that  married  from  our  £>• 
riety  was  Florentius.  He  hippecsd  tet 
ICC  Zephynttai  in  a  chariot  at  a  hoHc- 
race,  cunced  with  her  at  night,  was  con* 
firawd  in  his  lirft  ardour,  waited  on  her 
ant  moniingy  and  declared  hlmfelf  her 
lotvr.  Florentius  had  not  knowledge 
\  caough  of  the  worid  to  dillinguifn  be- 
tween the  flutter  of  coquctr\'  and  the 
^gfadinefs  of  wit,  or  between  the  I'mile 
n  aliurement  and  that  of  cheerfulncfs. 
He  was  ibon  waked  from  his  rapture  by 
conviftion,  that  his  pleafurc  was  but  the 
wcaiuie  of  a  day.  Zcphyretta  hr.d  in 
lour  and  twenty  hours  'pent  ht>r  flock  of 
Rpartec,  gone  round  the  circle  of  her 
iir>,  and  lud  nothing  remaining  for  him 
b«it  childi/h  inlipidity,  or  for  herfeif  hut 
the  pra£lice  of  the  ume  artifices  upon 
Binvmen. 

MeliflTus  was  a  man  of  parts,  cripahlc 
cf  enjoying  and  of  improving  lifi-.  He 
bd  pafed  throo^h  the  N-arious  fceiics  of 
piety  with  that  mdiflfercnce  and  pdiTef- 
■on  of  himlelf,  natural  to  men  who 
bre  fiomething  hightr  and  nob!i:i  in 
tbtt  profpeA.  Retiri:ig  to  ipcnd  tiic 
'  ftiBUBcr  in  a  village  litru-  frvnucniCLl,  he 
WppcDid.  to  Ivdgr  in  the  Inmc  houi'e 
•ilh  laathe,  and  was  unavoidably  drawn 
IB  fine  acquaintancty  which  ncr  wit 
sad  polhcael's  doa  \av\mA  bim  to  im. 
ptm   Hating  nf  opporauutf  of  ir{y 


other  company,  they  were  alvrayi  to* 
gether;  and,  as  thty  owed  their  plea* 
lures  to  each  other,  they  b^n  to  forget 
that  any  pleal'ure  wis  enjoyed  befoxv 
their  meetrnj:.  MclifTu!;,  from  being 
delighted  with  her  company,  quicklv 
bc^an  to  be  unoafy  in  1k;i  abVtnce-,  and 
being  fuAiciently  convinced  of  the  force 
of  hw-Tjaderftandir.g.  nnd  finding,  :ia 
he  hm^gined*  lucb  a  conformity  of  tem- 
per as  declared  them  formed  for  each 
other,  addrefiM  hec  as  a  lover;  afier  no 
Terj'  long  counfhSp  obiamed  her  for  hit 
wife,  and  brought  her  next  winter  t9 
town  in  triumph. 

}*o\v  began  their  infelicity.  Mellfliit 
had  only  Tech  her  in  one  icene,  whu'e 
there  was  no  variety  of  objefts  to  pro- 
duce the  proper  excitements  to  contranr 
dcfires«  The}-  had  both  loved  folitude 
and  n^flc^Hon,  where  tht^rc  was  nothing 
but  folimde  and  refleclion  to  be  loved  { 
but  when  they  came  into  publick  life, 
lanthe  dilcovcred  thofe  paiHons  whicb 
accident  rather  than  hypocrify  had  hi- 
therto concealed.  She  wa^,  indeed,  not 
without  the  power  of  thinking,  but  was 
wholly  Nvithont  the  exertion  of  ili:it 
power  when  cither  gaiety  or  fpfinJoisr 
played  on  her  imagination.  She  w;u 
expcnfivc  in  her  divcrfious,  vclitmcnt  in 
h(T  p^fuons,  inl'atrats  cf  pLalvnc,  hov- 
evcr  danrcHius  to  hd  icputation,  and 
czc^T  of  apphufc  by  whomfiievcr  it 
might  or  frycn,  Thiu  wns  the  wiie 
wliich  7vle]iii\is  the  phiiolopher  Found  in 
his  rctiiTir.cnt,  and  from  whom  he  ex - 
pc^ed  an  airotintc  in  his  ftudies,  and 
an  afiiltaitt  tu  his  virtues. 

Profapiiis,  upon  tlic  deatli  of  his 
yoimger  hrorhv;i,  that  the  family  might 
not  be  cxtinil,  married  his  houlckcvivr, 
and  has  ever  fmce  been  romplaining  to 
his  fri?ndb  th.it  mean  notions  arc  infb lied 
into  his  childirn,  that  he  is  adiamed  to 
Ht  at  his  own  tabic,  and  tiiut  his  houfe 
is  uncafy  to  Iiim  for  want  of  fuitable 
ccmpr.nioti<. 

Avaro,  nialW  of  -a  very  large  cilate^ 
took  a  \v(;man  of  had  reputation,  re- 
commended to  him  by  a  ricli  uncle,  who 
made  that  mariia!^:  tlic  condition  on 
whicii  ho  fhoidd  be  his  hilr.  Avaro  now 
womicrs  to  perceive  his  tAvn  fortune, 
his  wife's  and  his  \inclc's,  inliiiiicicnt  to 
five  him  that  hiippini-fs  which  is  to  be 
foimd  only  with  a  woman  of  virtue. 

X  intend  to  treat  u\  more  ^^yets  oik 
this  important  arlick  oC  W^e  \  ^vl\  ^'a\\ 
therefoiT  make  no  vv:\lCwV.Wv\  >i\viA\  \W^« 
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hiiloriw,  rKC^  that  ill  whom  I  have 
mt"ntu>nei<  t>ilrd  to  obtain  happineft, 
for  want  of  conlidpiiiTg  thai  marria^  is 
the  rt.1  ifleft  tic  o{  pojrpeliia)  friend ihipj 
chac  tluric  can  be  iio  triciKKhip  without 
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confidence,  and  no  confidence  wrthout 
integrity;  and  that  he  niull  expert  to  be 
wretched  who  pays  to  beauty,  riches^ 
or  poJitenefs,  that  regard  wiiich  oi^jf 
▼ktue  and  piety  can  cuiin. 


N'  XIX.    TUESDAY,    MAY  2^  1750. 
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K  notionv  Or  tnc  condition 
y£t  with  whom  hr  conreriei 
g  to  attain.    .Polyphiliit,  in 

to  London,  fell  xddeiitilly 
e  phy  (icians,  and  was  fo  intich 
,th  the  proTpeA  of  tnrnine  phi- 
>  profity  aund  (6  highly  ddight- 
i  new  theory  of  fmrs  which 
:o  his  imagination,  and  whicli« 
ing  conTiikrtcl  it  a  few  houn, 
himfclf  aUe  to  maintain  againft 
vocates  for  the  ancient  fyftem^ 
'folveJ  to  apply  himTelf  to  ana* 
tany  and  chemiftry,  and  to  kavt 
nconquered,  cither  of  the  ani- 
lend,  or  vegetable  kingdoms. 
Ttfore  read  authors,  conftru£i- 
is,  and  tried  experiments;  but 
y,  as  ht^was  going  to' fee  a  new 
flower  in  CheUea,  he  met,  in 
VVeftminlier  to  take  water,  the 
it's  coach  5  he  had  thecurioiity 

him  into  the  Hall,  where  a  ne- 
:  caiife  happened  to  be  tried, 
id  himfclf  able  to  produce  io 
ruments  which  the  lawyers  had 
>ni>adiiides,  that  lie dctermin- 
it  phyHck  for  a  proftfljon  in 

fonnd  it  would  be  fo  eafy  to 
d  which  promiM  higher  ho- 
d  larger  profits,  without  me- 
attendance  upon  mifery,  mean 
n  to  pceviihnefs,  and  continual 
on  of  reft  and  pleafure. 
Mediately  took  chambers  in  the 
bought  a  common-place  book, 
Lned  himfelf  fome  months  to 
al  of  the  ibtntes,  year-books, 
,  and  reports;  he  was  a  con- 
iT  of  the  courts,  and  began  to 
wifhreafenable  accuracy.  But 
ifcoveredy  by  coniidering  the 
f  bwyen,  that  preferment  was 
:  got  by  acutenefs,  learning, 
oence.  He  was  perplexed  by 
hties  of  atfionues,  and  mific- 
ras  made  by  his  dtents  of  their 
fesy  by  the  u&lefs  anxiety  of 

the  inceflant  importunity  of 
be  bmn  to  repent  of  having 
limicrf  to  a  ftudy  which  was 
r  in  it*s  compreheniion  that  it 
ercany  his  n3nM.to  any.otlier 
and  thought  it  unworthv  of  a 
arts  to  fell  his  life  only  for 
The  barrennefs  of  his  fellow- 
irccd  him  generally  into  other 
at  hishofora  of  entertainment, 
^  the  Yarietlet  of  converfation 
vhkb  bis  cuno£tjr  wsu  daily 
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neandecingt  he  liy  chance  mingled  at  m 
tivem  with  fome  iotelligeiit  officers  of 
the  army. .  A-  man  of  letters  was  eafily 
dasafed  widi  the  gaiety  of  their  appear* 
ance,  and  foftened  into  kindnefs  by  the 
politeneft  of  their  addrefs:  he,  then;* 
fore,  cultivated  thb  new  acquaintance; 
and  wlwn  he  ficwhow  readily  ifaey  fonnd 
in  every  place  admifTion  and  regard,  and 
how  familiarly  they  mingled  with  evay 
rank  and  order  of  men,  he  began  to 
feel. his  heart  heat  for  militaiy  honours 
and  wondertd  how  the  prejudices  of  ilie 
univerGty  ihould  make  him  io  long  in- 
ienfihle  of  that  ambiiion,  which  h:is 
fired  fo  many  hearts  in  every  age,  ar.d 
negligent  of  that  calling,  which  is,  above 
all  otliers,  univerfaily  and  invariably  i!- 
hiftiious,  and  whith  gives,  even  to  the 
exterior  appearance  of  it's  prufcilbrif 
a  dignity  and  frcredom  unknown  to  die 
reft  of  mankind. 

Thefe  favourable  impreflRons  wcr 
made  ftill  deeper  hj  his  convcr&tion 
with  ladies,  whole  regard  for  ibldiets  he 
could  not  obferve  without  wilhing him - 
felf  one  of  that  happy  fraternity  to 
which  the  female  wojKI  (eemed  to  liar's 
devoted  dieir  charms  and  their  kindnefs. 
The  love  of  knowledge,  which  was  ftili 
his  predominant  inclination,  was  gJiai- 
fied  by  the  recital  of  adventuren,  ^and 
accounts  of  foreign  countries;  andtfaere- 
fbre  he  concluded  that  there  was  i)o  wajf  • 
of  life  in  which  all  iu«  views  oould  io 
conipletdy  concentier  as  in  that  of  a  fisl- 
dicr.  In  the  art  of  war  he  Lhougjit  it 
not  difficult  to  excel,  having  obi&vei 
his  new  friends  not  very  much  vei-fed  in 
the  principles  of  ta^licks  or  fortifica- 
tion; he  tnerefbre  ftudicd  all  the  mili- 
tary writers,  both  ancient  and  moderBf 
and,  in  a  ftioit  time,  could  tell  how  to 
have  gained  every  remarkable  batds 
that  ha^  been  lo(l  from  thrheginning  of 
the  world.  He  often  Oicwcd  at  table, 
how  Alexander  ftiould  have  been  checks 
ed  in  his  conqucfts,  what  was  the  fatal 
error  at  Pharfalia,  how  Charles  of  Swr;- 
den  might  ha\e  efcapcd  his  ruin  at  Pul- 
towa,  and  ^lai  lborou;;h  might  have 
bfen  made  to  lepent  his  temerity  at 
Blenheim.  He  entrenched  armies  upon 
paper,  fu  tliat  no  fuperiorit^-  of  Dumbers 
co'jid  force  iiicin,  'and  inooellcd  in  clay 
many  iinpre^nablt;  tWirriTe!?,  on  which 
all  the  nn-fcnt  art*  «.>♦" attack  wculd  be  ex- 
haulted  w-.thout  ftt^tt. 

PoJ>'philu<;,  in  a  ft\oTt  to.c,  dbr^ivt*^^ 
a  coxamiiJiwn ;  bui  LwX vri  \it  comU  i\A> 
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•Sfitt  folenmity  of  a  ieholar,  aad  gm 
tbe  true  air  of  militany  vivacitjr,  a  wir 
wu  firriared,  and  faecct  ikst  to  the 
continfxit.  Here  Polyphilw  xaimifpiy 
fmmd  dttt  ftudv  alone  woUd  not  mke 
m  feldier;  for  being  much  aeaiftomed 
It  think,  be  let  tbe  ftnfe  of  danger  fink 
kito  Bis  mind,  and  felt,  at  the  appcoaeh 
of  any  adion,  that  terrM*  whka  a  ibl« 
fence  of  death  Ywuld  have  hcoughtiip* 
on  him.    He  faw  that,  intiead  of  con* 

2nernigr  the!r  fears,  the  eodea^^our  of 
if  gay  firiendf  was  only  toefcape  diem; 
imt  his  jifailofophy  chained  his  mind  to 
H\  object,  and  rather  loaded  him  with 
iiacklts  than  fumifhcH  him  \vnh  arms. 
He,  however,  fupprcfTcd  his  niifery  in 
filrnce,  and  paflTcd  through  i  he  c;impaign 
with  honour;  but  found  himfclf  utterly 
unable  to  fupport  another. 

He  then  had  recourfe  again  to  his- 
Bool:s,  and  continued  to  range  from  one 
iudy  to  another.  As  I  ufually  vifit 
him  once  a  mcnth,  and  am  adxnitted  to 
kirn  withont  prerioua  notice,  I  have 
fimnd  him,  within  this  bft  half  year, 
decyphering  the  Chinefe  language,  mak- 
ing a  finre,  colle^in^  a  vocabulary  of 
the  obfolete  terms  of  the  Englilh  (aw, 
writing  an  inquiry  concerning  the 
ancient  Corinthian  brafs,  and  forming  a 
aew  Ubeme  of  the  variationi  of  ntt 
seedle. 

Thuft  is  thils  powerfiil  genius,  which 
Might  bare  extended  tJicVphcre  of  any 
iciencc,  or  benefited  the  world  in  any 
frolclCon,  diffipated  in  a  boundlels 
variety,  without  profit  to  othwa  or  him- 
lelf.  He  makes  fudden  imiptionit  into 
th*  rmons  of  knowledge,  and  fees  all 
obftacles  give  way  before  him  j  but  he 
never  ftays  long  enough  to  complete  his 
cocqueft,  to  cllablilh  laws,  or  bring 
tway  the  fpoils. 

Such  is  often  the  iblly  of  men,  whom 
nature  has  enabled  to  obtain  (kill  and 
knowledsre,  on  terms  fo  ealy,  that  they 
have  no  ienfe  of  the  value  of  the  acqui- 
iitxon;  they  are  (juall/ied  to  make  fiich 
fpvdy  progrefs  in  learning,  that  they 
think  themfclvcs  at  lihcit)'  to  loiter  in 
At:  way,  2nJ  by  turning  afide  after 
cTuj  ucwo!»jea,  lole  the  xTice,  like  Ata- 


faolta,  to  (lower  eompedtors,  wl 
diligtmlyfarward,  and  wko&fbi 
i«£M  toa  fiiigk  poim. 

I  hcvt  of  ten  ttuNi^t  thoift  ha] 
Ittvcbeen  fixed,  hma  tbe  firfl  i 
tl^aeht,  in  a  dttenaiaitioo  to  fb 
of  life,  by  dio  dioice  of  one  wl 
thonly  may  pffechide  Ci|irite,  an 
mfloeiice  may  prcjiMUK  them  in 
of  hit  opinion.  The  general jpr 
canfultiiig  die  genius  is  of  Ixttk' 
-^th  we  are  ton  bow  die  genius 
knopoi.  If  it  is  to  to  be  Sfcovei 
by  ewriiMnt,  life  will  be  bfi 
tne  mblutifln  cui  befized  i  if  ai 
indieitiona  are  to  be  found,  th 
perfa^,  be  very  early  difcemc 
leaft,  if  tomifcarry  m  an  atten 
proof  of  having  miftaicen  the  d 
of  the  genius,  men  appear  not '. 
quendy  deceived  with  legard  t< 
ielves  than  to  others ;  and  there 
one  has  much  reafon  to  complain 
life  was  pfamncd  out  by  his  firii 
to  be  confident  that  he  fhoold  fas 
either  more  honour  or  happiiiefs  I 
abandoned  to  the  chance  of  1 
£incy. 

.  It  was  ^id  of  the  learned 
Sanderfon,  1^,  when  he  was 
ing  his  ]e6hires,  he  hefitated  ft 
and  rcjefted  fb  often,  that,  atd 
of  reading,  he  was  often  forced 
duce,  not  what  was  beft,  h\ 
happened  to  be  at  hand.  Tliia 
the  flate  of  every  man  who, 
choice  of  his  employment,  bala 
the  aiguments  on  every  fide :  tii 
plication  is  fo  intncate,  the 
and  obje£lions  Co  numerous,  thi 
much  phy  for  the  nmagindtton, 
much  remains  in  the  power  of  oth 
reafon  is  forced  at  laffc  to  reft  i 
trab'ty,  the  decifion  devolves  i 
hands  of  chance,  and  after  a  gr 
of  life  fpent  in  inquiries  wnj 
never  be  reiblved,  the  reft  mu 
pis  in  repenting  the  unncceflar 
and  can  be  ui'eful  to  few  other  p 
than  to  warn  odier^;  againft  ti 
folly,  and  to  (hew,  that  of  twol 
life  equally  confitbmt  with  religi 
virtue^  he  who  chutes  earlidi,  chui 
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N'XX.     SATURDAY,  MAY  26,  1750. 

ADrorVLVM  rHALCftAly   EGO  TS    INTUS»    BT    IN  CUTS  NOVI' 

Persivi* 

IVCn    TAGXAKTftY    Bl    TO   TRl  rCOPLX   SHOWN; 
TMFIC    «CfA»T  THY    NORIB*!  TRAPPINGS  ANO  Til Y  OWX  : 
1  XNC'.V     TtfXK  TaTMTlOTTOMJ    FROM  WITHIN 
THY  SKAl,LOW  CSKTRCy   TO  THY  UTMOST  IKXN. 

DXTDCN. 


AMONG  the  mirnertNif^nUagcms 
hy  wliicU  priilc  cndeivouri  Jto  re- 
IwiBHicind  folly  to  rtgardy  there  is 
iziiriAy  one  that  meets  with  left  Aiccefs 
ir.2n  AfTciliition,  or  a  pcrpeMial  difguife 
CI  tilt  rtal  charaf^er  by  fiiStitious  ap- 
p»3nc£5;  whether  it  be,  that  every 
riaha'.:s  faU'chood,  from  the  natural 
w-/^iiiy  cf  tiiilh  to  his  faculties  of 
Mian,  or  ih:it  cvtry  man  is  jealous  of 
tx  honcur  of  hi^r  underftanding,  and 
thinks  his  diiceminent  conlequenlinlly 
died  in  qneHion,  whenever  any  thing 
15  cihibittd  under  a  borrowed  ionn. 

This  avcrfion  from  all  kinds  of  dif- 
pMi*.  whatever  be  it's  caufe,  is  linivcr- 
tiHy  diffiuedy  and  inccffantly  in  a6^ion ; 
scr  is  it  necefiar^'  that,  to  exafjicratc 
Mbtkm,  or  excite  contempt,  any 
iniertft  fliould  be  invaded,  or  any  com- 
petition attempted;  it  is  fufficient  tliat 
tbert  is  an  intention  to  deceive,  an  iji- 
tenacm  which  evci-y  lieart  fwclls  to  op- 
pole,  and  every  tongue  is  bufy  to  dc- 

tsA. 

This  rrfleAion  was  awnkcncd  in  my 
s:iadby  a  I'try  common  pni£lice  among 
n!?  correfpofidents,  of  writing  under 
r^■;nSe^s  which  they  cannot  fupport, 
vh-ch  are  of  no  ufc  to  the  explanation 
vofortement  of  that  which  the>' de- 
itnhe  or  recommend;  and  wliich,  thcrc- 
if^tf  finre  th«:v  alTume  them  only  for 
SMiakeof  difplaying  their  abilities,  I 
vH  advife  them  tor  the  future  to  for- 
t.  ^  without. ad vflmage« 

V  't%  linwil  ^  general  ambition  cf  thofe 
Mlb  hixmr  mc  with  their  advice  for  the 

Sibon  of  my  condu£l,  or  their  con- 
tion  fur  the  «lfiibince  of  my  undcr- 
%^^,  to  aAf«d  the  ftyle  and  the 
Mwi  of  Udt^.  And  I  cannot  alwavs 
^^Mi  C^tTvc  ocpreifion  of  anger,  like 
^Uog^  in  ^  comedy,  when  I  hap- 
fi  fr  £nd  Th»t  a  woman  hat  a  beaixl. 
■WlfaH^  ^^"^  the  gentle  Phyllis, 
MtWRTtct  mt  no  more  letters  from 


inda,  that  ihc  be  content  to  rcfipi  hec 
pretentions  to  female  elegance,  till  Ihe 
has  lived  three  w<:eks  without  hearing 
tlic  politicks  of  Batfon's  coftec-houfc- 
I  muft  indulge  myil'lf  in  the  libertv  of 
obfu-vation,  that  there  >vcrc  fome  dlu- 
Hons  in  Chlorls's  produclion,  fufHciont 
to  fljow  that  Braflon  and  PlowJen  are 
l:cr  favouriic  authors ;  and  that  Euphe* 
lia  ii.ii  not  been  long  enough  at  home 
to  wear  out  all  the  U-accs  ot  the  ])hrai^ 
ology  which  flic  learned  in  the  expcdi-* 
tion  to  Carthagcin. 

Among  all  my  female  friends,  there 
was  none  who  j;tivc  ine  more  trouble  to 
dccynher  her  tn;c  cJmrafter  than  Pcn- 
thenlea,  whofc  letter  lay  upon  my  deflc 
three  days  bcfoic  I  ccnild  fix  iipon  the 
real  wriicv.  Thei-c  v.':?r  a  confufion  of 
images,  :mJ  medley  of  b:i:bariry,  which 
held  me  long  in  !i>r})curc;  lill  by  pcrie- 
verance  I  dircnu;Ti^Ud  the  perplexity, 
and  found  th:it  Pcnthcfika  is  the  fon 
of  a  v,\:ilthy  floik-jobhcr,  who  fpcnds 
his  mornipjx,  undorhis  filhcr's  eye,  in 
Change- Ail: y,  iiin>s  at  a  tavein  in  C.'>- 
vcr.t-Gauilcn,  palll-^  lii«;  c;  .iiing  in  ihe 
play-houfe,  pad  part  ot  the  night  at  a 
gaming-ta^^kj  ami,  h:-.vinjj  leiirncd  ilie 
dii«.le«!:"^s  of  i-iLie  vaiioui  ri:.;ions,  has 
mingled  tiiem  all  in  a  liudicd  compoli-- 
lion. 

Wlicn  Lcc  V.T.;  onrc^luM  by  a  critick, 
t}»at  it  v.'.is  vvry  enfy  to  wiiu-  like  a  ni:.d- 
man,  he  nnKvcreJ,  tint  it  wnsdiificdt 
to  write  like  a  m.idni.;i'.,  Vw^  caly  tnou,;h 
to  write  like  a  f(.(yl :  uiul  I  ho{)e  to  be 
cxculed  by  my  kii.d  cioitributors,  if,  iii 
imitation  of  this  i;rt;it  -.'.iithor,  I  p!v- 
liirnc  to  rciiiiml  tli.m,  that  it  is  miuh 
eaiier  not  to  v^iiu-  like  ;i  man,  thaji  to 
write  like  a  \voir..ir.. 

I  have,  luJi:*;tl,  iomc  i;i::'rniou5\vcll- 
wifniTs,  who,  withoMt  d«j>.irting  from 
their  fcx,  have  foisn  1  \  Jiy  v.-ondcrfiil 
appellaiion^.  A  very  imart  Liur  Kj.^ 
hf^n  iirnt  nie  from  a  V'^'^Y  <^^^^^?,^>  ^''-€^'^- 
td  *'i;*A  Ttljni.jT.ius  j  ^u-3t\\?T,  \«\  tt- 
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commrn'Jai.Ion  of  a  new  trclitifc  upon 
c:ii-d"^,  from  a  gaiiiclhr,  who  calls  him- 
J'elf  Selbitrls;  nml  anotlicr  upon  the  im- 
provements of  the  fiflicrv  from  Diocle- 
iian:  Init  as  thcfe  lecm  or.lyto  have  pick- 
ed up  their  apj)tllation«i  by  chance,  with- 
out endeavouring  at  any  particular  im- 
poflure,  their  improprle'iies  arc  rather  in- 
ftances  of  blunder  than  of  affcclation, 
and  are  therefore  not  equally  fitted-  to 
inflame  the  holHlc  paHions;  for  it  is  not 
folly  but  pride,  not  error  but  deceit, 
which  tlic  world  means  to  perfecute, 
when  it  raifes  the  full  cry  of  nature  to 
hunt  down  a (Fc 61  al ion. 

The  hatred  which  difTunulation  alwavs 
ilyaws  upon  itfclf  is  (6  great,  that  if  I 
did  not  know  how  much  cunning  dif- 
fers from  wifdom,  T  fliould  wonder  that 
any  mm  have  fo  little  knowledge  of  their 
own  inteicll  as  to  alpire  to  wcai-  a  malk 
for  life;  to  try  to  impofe  upon  the  world 
a  character,  to  which  they  teelthemfelves 
void  of  any  Juft  claim  j  and  to  hazard 
rh'eir  quiet,  their  fame,  and  even  their 
profit,  by  expofmg  themfclves  to  the 
danger  of  that  itproach,  malevolence, 
and  noirkfl,  whicli  fi'.ch  a  difcovcry  as 
thty  have  always  t(5  fear  will  certainly 
bring  upon  them. 

It  might  be  imagined,  that  the  plea- 
fure  of  reputation  fhouUl  confiil  in  the 
latisfaf^ion  of  having  our  opinion  of  our 
own  merit  conlinnei!  by  the  fuffrage  of 
the  publickj  and  that  to  be  extolled  for 
a  qualit)'  which  a  man  knows  himfelf 
to  wnnt,  fliould  give  him  no  other  hap- 
pinefs  th".ntobcmiit::kcn  for  the  owner 
<^f  r.r\  tllaic  ov..r  which  he  chances  to 
tc  :rr. veiling.  But  he  who  fubfifts  upon 
at'eilation  kinm-s  nc^thing  of  th»s  deli- 
c:icy;  likc:>.diMpciM.tc-aihentnrcrin  com- 
merce, he  ir.kifi  lip  rtj-.utntion  upon  truft, 
i:iortgag(:sj>oneil!<^r.  whirhhcn'-'verhad, 
TuvA  enjoys,  to  tho  in:?.!  hour  of  bank- 
ruptcy,' though  v.'lth  a  'ihoufand  terrors 
;.:-d  anxittii-;^  tlu  i^iineccifary  fplendor 
4if  lu.rrowtd  rich?*i. 

A*fe51atio:i  •:>  i  d  he  a!  wnys  Jiftinguifli- 
ti\  fri»m  hv'p..-cr'i*y,  a^  \-::h^^  the  art  of 
CAiiinterftlti*:,;  thv-ti^  qualities  which  we 
irsi^i-fj  with  ir.:'!cc'.:Ki:  .md  ihfety,  be 
kv-it^n  to  v.'.-:  -.t.  Thus  iho  mm  who, 
t*;  f::]rv  fi*.i  aM"  fi;  M'^.,  t-f  to  coo.rtal  any 
cr.-vi.,  ii*-wii'nJs  to  rigouri  if  '.'evotion, 
;.i?'.t  txa^^tnefb  of  lift-,  is  t^iihy  of  hypo- 
cr.C;/;  "nrl  his  riiiU  ii  j.';ri-Aicr,  as  tli'.'tnd 
I'M'v.jvrh he piiiii c':i rlic  fr.l;t  n^jeirunce 
Ti  mere  ^'<»niclou».    i>ur  he  that;  v.itJi 
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an  awkward  addrefs,  and  unplcaCng 
cotmtcnancc,  boalts  of  the  conquefts 
made  hy  him  among  the  ladies, and  counts 
over  the  thouiands  which  he  might  have 
poflTeflcd  if  he  would  have  fubmitted  to 
the  yoke  of  matrimony,  is  chargeable 
only  with  afFeclation.  Ilynocrify  is  the 
neceflary  burthen  of  villainy,  affe^a- 
tion  part  of  the  chofon  trappings  of 
folly;  the  one  completes  a  vihain,  the 
other  only  fin i flies  a  fop.  Contempt  is 
the  proper  punifliment  of  affc51at  ion,  and 
dcteilation  the  juft  conftquencc  of  hypo- 
crify. 

With  the  hypocrite  it  Is  not  at  pre- 
fent  my  intention  to  expoftulattr;  though 
even  he  might  be  taught  the  excellency 
cf  virtue,  by  the  neccnity  of  feeming  to 
be  viituous;  but  the  man  of  affe^atioa 
may  perhaps  be  reclaimed,  by  fijidiag 
how  little  he  is  likclv  to  gain  by  perpe- 
tual condraint  and  incefTant  vigAanc^ 
ami  how  much  more  fecuixly  he  might 
make  his  way  to  eftcem  by  cultivating 
real,  than  difplaying  counterfeit  qua- 
lities. 

Every  thing  future  is  to  be  eftimated 
by  a  wife  man,  in  proportion  to  the  pro- 
bability of  attaining  it,  and  it's  valiB 
when  attained ;  and  neithei*  of  thefe  con- 
fiderations  will  much  contribute  to  tht 
encouragement  of  alteration.  For  if 
the  pinnacles  of  fame  be,  at  bcf(,  dip- 
per)', how  unfteady  mull  his  footing  bt 
who  (lands  upon  pmnaclcs without foun«. 
dation!  If  praife  be  made  by  the  incon- 
llancy  and  malic ioufnefs  of  thofe  who 
mud  confer  it,  a  bk-ITing  which  no  maa 
can  proraifc  himfelf  from  the  mull  con- 
fpicuous  merit  and  vigorous  indultry» 
how  faint  muft  be  the  hupc  of  gaining  It, 
when  the  uncertainty  is  murtipIIcdbT 
the  wcaknefs  of  the  pretenfions !  He  that 
purfucs  fame  with  juil  claims,  trulh  hii 
nappincfs  to  the  winds;  but  he  that  en- 
deavours after  it  by  falfe  merit,  has  to 
fear,  not  only  the  violonce  of  the  ilorm« 
but  the  leaks  of  his  veflcl.  Though  he 
/hould  happen  to  keep  above  water  for 
a  time,  by  the  help  ot  a  foft  breeze  and 
a  calm  fea,  at  the  firft  gufl  he  mult  ine- 
\itably  founder,  with  this  mclancholf 
rcile£lion,  tlvat,  if  he  would  have  lieea 
content  with  his  natui-al  (latJon,hemiEht 
have  cfca]>ed  his  calamity.  Affcflation 
may  pofllbly  fucceed  for  a  time ;  and  % 
man  luay,  by  great  attention,  pcrAiade 
others  that  he  Really  has  the  aualidet 
whicl\  lifi  prcfumes  to  boaft:  out  tba 
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h^r  will  come  when  he  fliould  exert 
tlion;  and  then  whatever  he  enjoyed  in 
pri'-'rhcmiirt  fxiflfer  in  reproach. 

Appi-ul'c  and  adniintion  are  hy  no 
ir.csr. .  10  he  counted  among  the  necefla- 
r.js  of  lifj,  and  therefore  any  indlrcft 
ej-:>  to  •jhtain  llieiii  have  vcr)'  little  claim 
tnpa:<<onorcomp.ilfion.  Thercis  fcarce- 
h  any  imn  without  ibme  valuahlc  or 
InpjvcaHcqixr.Iitifs,  by  which  he  might 
alA-i.s  C^cMic  him  I'd  r  from  contempt. 
An  I  pci'i  ij*'.  r\i;inj>tion  from  iL^ominy 
i^th::  mo*t  cJi^^-^Mo  iV|uit3tioni  as  frcc- 
C\.'*A  t.t  :u  j:  .in  i.-i,  nm.»n*^  fome  j-^hilolb- 
jj!k^r%,  ilic  jli-i-.nitiun  of  hsppincfs. 

It  wr-  t'vjtfi^rc  compare  tlie  valne  of 
the  prju;c  obtained  by  ii6litious  excel- 


lence, e%'en  while  th?  cheat  Is  yet  iindif- 
covered,  with  that  kin<lncls  which  every 
man  may  I'liit  by  hh  \irtue,  and  that 
eftcem  to  which  molt  men  may  rile  by 
common  lunlc-rltindini;  ftendily  and  ho- 
ncltly  applied,  we  (hail  find  that  when 
from  thcad!'ciii:i.m.i  happincls  all  the  de- 
durtions  arc  made  hy  fear  and  cafiialtyy 
there  will  rcnnin  notiiin^^  equiponderant 
to  the  liriirity  of  1 111th.  The  Hate  of 
the  pollcilor  of  humble  virtues,  to  the 
artcctor  of  i:r,,*it  cx'-.-U'jnccs,  is  that  of 
a  fmail  coHa;:c  of  ll-»r.e,  to  th.-  palace 
railldwirh  in-  by  th  •r.inpief''  of  Ruflia; 
it  was  i\jv  a  tini.:  IpLndid  and  luminous, 
btit  tlic  iiiii  ruufliiinc  melied  it  to  no* 
thing. 


N^XXI.    TUESDAY,    MAY  29,  1750. 


TCVt^    SALUTIFEBAS    HEXBA^,    FAPFMQrF    N'^CESTESJ 
M'yjlJIi    EI     VRTICA  rROXJMA   S.«rE    ROSA   EST. 

ovp.  ba::f  and  ptiysick  the  same  earth  nrsTows, 

ANC   S  £.\R   Uli'.  ^U1SUME  N£TTI.£   BLOOMS  T>il    ROSE. 


OVTD. 


EVERY  m-.p  :<*  prompted  hy  the 
low  of  himlilf  to  imagine,  that  he 
p-iilstris  Tome  qualities,  fupcrior,  cither 
ir.  jtirii  01  in  de^Te.^,  to  thoft'  which  he 
(tn  lii'i'tcd  to  the  rt:l  of  the  woihl; 
a".J,\vh:irt-.i  apparent  diladvantagcs  he 
n-..'yinJfi.r  in  the  comparifon  with  others, 
tr  h?.s  foi'ic  invifihlo  dilHnclion^,  fome 
!•  •--.?  rvilrve  of  c::cellcnce,  wliich  lie 
■;.:cw.  into  the  balance,  and  hy  which 
\r  generally  fancies  that  it  is  turned  in 
t»>  favciir. ' 

The  Itudious  and  fpeculalive  part  of 
aiOTKind  always  Iccm  to  confider  their 
fntcmitv  as  placcil  in  a  ftate  of  onpofi- 
tion  to  ifcofe  who  are  engaged  in  the  tu- 
tr.rilt  of  public  k  hufmel'^j  and  have  pleaf- 
e»l  themfcUx*<,  from  age  to  aj^c,  with  cc- 
kbraiing  the  felicity  of  their  own  con- 
C:Hon,  and  with  recounting  the  perplexi- 
^  of  politicks,  the  dangers  of  greatnefs, 
tbe  anxieties  of  ambition,  and  the  mife- 
JWi  of  riches. 

Among  the  niimemiis  topickfi  of  de- 
(bnntxm  that  their  indullry  has  difco- 
v^  on  this  fiihicfl,  there  is  none  which 
^  prcfs  with  greater  efforts,  or  on 
•fcich  they  have  more  copioufly  laid  out 
^realbn  and  their  imagination,  th.in 
^  inftability  of  high  ftations,  and  the 
^JBoniinty  with  which  the  prvfiTs  ami 
^noan  w  pc&iTed,  tbMt  muii  be  hc^ 


quired  v,".th  fo  nnuli  liaznrj,  vigllancffj 
and  labour. 

Thi-i  ihcvappv-nr  to  conhder  as  an  ir- 
refragable arjununt  aj^ainil  the  choice 
of  the  ft«i'-lin  in  ird  the  warrio\u-;  and 
fwell  with  conHdenc:'  of  victory,  thi'.« 
furnilhc'l  by  i1\e  mules  with  the  ann«* 
v/hicls  njvoi-  r  m  be  blunted,  and  which  no 
art  or  rtruii^th  of  their  advcrfiirics  can 
elude  or  refiih 

It  is  Well  knovn  by  experience  to  tlie 
nations  v/hicli  employed  elephants  in  war, 
thnt  tliouL^h  by  the  terror  of  their  bulk, 
and  the  violence  of  their  imprciTion,  they 
often  threw  the  oncmy  into  dilbrJer,  yet 
thiTc  was  always  danger  in  the  ufc  of 
them,  Very  Uf-aily  cijuivalf-nt  to  ihe  ad- 
vaniaj.-'}  far  if  their  tirit  chnrj^c  couU 
'be  fuppoiro'l,  they  v/^re  ealily  driven 
back  upon  tliclreonfediTate^;  they  then 
broke  tluoULh  the  troop;  beliind  tliem, 
and  mai'.c  no  iels  havock  in  iheprccipi- 
tari'in  of  their  retreat  than  in  the  fury  of 
their  onli.?. 

I  know  not  whetlicr  thofc  who  have 
{0  vehi'iu'Titly  urged  the  inronvcniencn 
and  danj;2r  ot  an  active lifc.havc no:  :nad;; 
ull-  of  ar.niments  that  may  Im-  utorted 
with  equal  force  ujK)n  thcmlclve'ij  and 
whether  the  happincls  of  a  r-.\\\v.V\d'i\v.Vot 
/li'erary  i'aine  htr  not  iuKy.o>  to  x\\c  <-a\\\i 
(iiiccruinty  witli  tk-tQ?  \\\n\  v;\v^  'Zj.-cc^'wt 
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provinces,  ccmmmds  annic^,  prcr.dc-?  in 
the  (cuate,  or  dilates  in  the  cabinet. 

That  eminence  of  learning  is  not  to 
be  gained  wiihout  lal>our,  at  leali  equal 
to  uiat  which  any  other  kind  of  great nefs 
can  regiiire,  will  be  allowed  by  thofe 
who  wifli  to  elevate  the  charafler  of  a 
fcholar;  fince  they  cannot,  but  know 
that  every  human  acquifition  is  valuable 
in  proportion  to  the  difliculty  employed 
in  iC%  attainment.  And  that  tliolc  who 
Jiave  gained  the  efleem  and  veneration  cf 
the  world,  bv  their  knowledge  or  their 
gemusy  are  by  no  means  exempt  from 
the  folicitude  which  any  other  kind  of 
dignity  produces,  may  be  conjectured 
from  the  innumcnble  artif.ctrs  which 
they  make  ufe  of  to  degrade  a  fuperior, 
to  reprefs  a  rival,  or  obftnifl  a  follower ; 
artinccs  fo  grofs  and  mean,  as  to  prove 
evidently  how  much  a  man  may  exctl  in 
learning,  without  being  cither  more  wilv: 
or  more  virtuous  than  thoie  whoii;  igno- 
rance he  pities  or  dcfpifes. 

Nothing  thorcfv^re  rLmrjns  by  which 
the  ftudent  can  f^-ntify  his  defirc  of  ap- 
pearing to  !r»vc  built  hio  h::ppinef>,  <..n  a 
xnore  firm  iTifi-.  t]i:ui  h?s  ar.trii^onift,  ex- 
cept the  certain 'y  with  whiirh  his  honours 
are  enjoyed.  1*he  ^'r.ri»r.'.U  gained  by 
the  heroes  of  littratiue  n.ilt  !-c  Tallier.  d 
from  fuminitb  equally  dllVicilt  to  climb 
with  thofe  that  bear  iiic  civic!-,  or  trium- 
phal wreaths;  they  niuft  bo  worn  with 
equal  envy,  and  gAiari'ird  with  cijiui!  cire 
f.'cm  thoiC  hands  that  an:  al'v:iV'i  em- 
ployed in  efforts  to  tcir  tliem  awnyj  the 
only  remaining  hoj^.c  Is,  th:»i  tiieir  ver- 
dure is  moi*  liltinjv.  and  that  they  are 
Icfs  likely  to  fail  by  lirr.c,  or  lels  obnoxi- 
ous to  the  blads  of  arcident. 

Even  this  hope  will  receive  very  little 
encouragement  from  the  examination  of 
the  hiilor>'  of  lenminc:,  or  ob/crvationof 
th»  fate  of  fcholars  in  the  pjefent  age. 
If  we  look  back  into  pait  times,  we  find 
innumerable  names  of  authors  once  in 
high  reputation,  reacl  peihaps  by  the 
beautiful^ quoted  by  thewiity,  and  com- 
mented by  the  gi'ave^  but  of  whom  wre 
ROW  know  only  that  they  once  exilled. 
If  v.c  confide r the  diftribu'tion  of  literary 
fame  in  our  own  time,we  (ball  findjt  a  poi- 
i^ion  of  very  uncertain  tenure;  fome- 
times  beftowed  by  a  fuddcn  caprice  of 
the  pub  lick,  and  again  transferi^  to  a 
sew  favourite,  for  no  other  reafon  than 
that  he  is  ncw^  fometimet  refufcd  to 
long  labour  and  eminent  dcfert,  and 
Jhmcdmes  granted  to  rejyUi^t  pretca* 


(ions  J  lolt  lomrtim-^  by  fec-rity  3r  H  r^sj- 
ligcncc,  and  funcii:nf>  by  too  dtji^cnt  . 
endeavours  to  i;.ii:in  it. 

A  rvicccnir'"yl  uuihor  is  t-quallv  in  ^Isn- 
gfer  of  the  diminution  of  his  funii:,  whe- 
ther he  continues  or  ceafes  to  write/ 
The  regard  of  the  publick  is  not  to  be 
kept  but  by  tribute,  and  the  r^^mcm- 
brance  of  \tsSx.  fervice  will  quiclily  ian- 
guilh  unLls  fucceflivc  peifv^rrrtai.cc-s  fre- 
quently revive  it.  Yet  in  every  new 
attempt  there  is  ne%v  hazard;  and  thcie 
are  few  wi:o  do  rot,  zx  feme  nr.]*.cky 
time,  injure  their  own  chara^Slcr.  by  at- 
temp:i  -•▼  to  eniari;e  them. 

.TIkjc  art  many  pofTiSle  caule^ofthit 
inequality  which  we  m:iy  fo  fre<|uently 
obfervc  in  the  p.:rfoiniajicLS  of  the  lame 
man,  from  thtiniluence  of  which  no  abi- 
lity or  ind'.irtr}'  is  iiilHcU  r.tiv  lecurcd,an4 
v/hich  have  fo  often  fulhcd  the  fplendor 
of  n,ti'.ius,  that  the  wit,  as  well  as  the 
con(jucror,  may  be  pr-jptrlv  cautioned 
not  to  indulge  hi-;  \.\\-}.c  with  too  early 
f !  iuniphs,  b'lt  to  cLfcr  to  tiie  end  of  Life 
his  el'timate  of  happinefs. 

— — rV.'Vj  (:jrftr 
F.xp:.^hn;,{.i  u'i-f  Hrt'itr^  ult.jue  icjfvt 
j^rrc  chitum  rifn!/  Jvjn  tnr.^tii*  fii/wra  dtbitm 

Kut  no  frsllxnars,  hovtvr:  prcat  or  hii;!i. 
Can  be  co;;cluJcu  b!?!^  l^cicrc  ).?  Hie. 

y-'.T.nng  the  mot''.  '^'^  t^^it  wrj^  an  au- 
thor -.-^  -;nden'^ki:i^>-  Hy  v.-]!!ch  his  repu- 
tation i^  impiiirctl,  \\.^:  v-f  the  ii'.oil  trt- 
qumt  n»;ifi  be  mci.tivincd  with  tender- 
nef*,  btcji  ■>  it  is  n  t  to  b.e  counted 
amraig  his  ful'/.i^,  bni  hi:^  miferits.  It 
vciy  ofien  lirippcns  that  the  works  of 
lenrningor  ot  wit  are  |>cTformpd  at  the 
direction  of  Lhofr  by  whom  they  are  to 
be  rewarded ;  ilie  writer  has  not  always 
the  choice  of  his  fubjc6t,  but  is  com- 
pelled to  acccjit  any  tafk  which  is  thrown 
before  him,  without  much  ccnfideratlon 
of  his  own  convenience,  and  without 
time  to  prepare  himfielf  by  previous  fbi- 
dies.  ^       ^      ■ 

Mifcarriages  of  this  kind  are  likewifc 
frequently  uie  confequence  of  that  ac- 
quaintance witli  the  great,  which  is  g»* 
nerally  confidered  as  one  of  tlw  chief  pd- 
vileges  of  literature  and  genius.  Ainaa 
wlio  has  onte  learned  to  think  himfmC 
exalted  .by  familiarity  with  thofe  wlioia 
nothing  bnt their  birth  or  their  fortunes^ 
or  fuch  ftations  as  are  fcldom  gained  by. 
iQonl€XCcU«ii!Qes  fetabQvehiiDf  will  nor 
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hi  long  withont  nibmitting  his  under- 
(hndinLT  to  Their  conduft  ;  he  will  fuffer 
;  Lhcm  to  picfcribe  the  courfe  of  his  ftii- 
'  dif*.  mil  cn^ploy  him  for  their  Cf^Ti  pur- 
p:i;:-> c^rhpT  of  divcrfion  or  intcrclh  His 
cc:"i:-:  »;f  p- taiinc:  thofe  whofe  favour  he 
hi'i  weAly  ma.ic  ncctlTary  to  himfelf 
will  not  uiifcT  him  always  to  confidcr 
hrfr  little  he  is  cjmlif.cd  for  the  work 
i.'.i,)cltd.  Either  his  vanity  will  tciiipt 
h:m  TO  conceal  his  dcficicnciL's,  or  that 
ccwarJice  which  alw^vb  tnci-oaches  fall 
tpcn  fv-ch  as  l'['tnd  thtir  lives  in  the 
cc-Tipany  of  per  Ions  higher  than  thnm- 
iVvcs,  u-ill  not  Uavc  him  refolution  to 
S:"'*rt  the  lilxrry  of  choice. 

But,  though  wc  fupnofe  that  a  man 
bvhis  foittinc  can  avoid  the  ncctfTity  of 
dependence,  and  by  his  fp'rit  can  ivpcl 
tijc  viurpations  of  patronage,  yet  he  may 
r.'.ily,  Iw  viTir-r^  iGnsr,  happen  to  write 
ill.  Thcrv  is  a  crcnirr.il  fucctflion  of 
c\"vn:s  in  '.vhic'i  co»'ti  iri-rsare  prcdi:c-:!d 
ly  piri';..Jic.il  \ic"inti:i*cs;  b.bc.:!-  ?.ud 
cart  ire  r^wanl.il  \vlr.h  lucrerj-'.  fTirccfs 
prcn!»i''. ,  conF.dtTfc,  cor.fi'I'tnc*;  rcla::cs 
ir-iultr;.,  and  negligence  ruins  that  rc- 
p^r.L?iun  which  accuracy  had  ra:lid. 

Hj  that  happens  not  to  he  liilhd  hy 

yrvAi  into  fupincncfs,  may  he  r.rjnutod 

•     1-;  ;:  t-j  v.n:U:takinj-»  above  his  rtrtj;i;ih, 

,     tr  '/...itol  ti»  f;incy  liimfelf  alikr  <]ul'.H- 

I     L-d  fi.r  tvtrj-  kind  of  cor:i)0!iticn,  and 


ahu:  to  coTnpIy  with  the  puhlick  taile 
throujrh  all  it's  variations.  By  fomc 
opinion  like  ilil ',  many  jncn  have  been 
cnjiii^whT.  Mn  :idv?.ncv'l  -.'^^^  in  a:t::mpts 
which  t^i-y  had  net  liir.c  to  complete, 
r.nd,  after  r.  Tlw  we:ik  eiToi-ts,  funk  into 
the  gi-avc  with  vcx.nli-n  to  Ico  the  rifing 
generation  jain  j^round  v.ponthera.  From 
tlieil  faiiurc-G  the  hii;h-..lt  e^'nius  is  not 
exempt;  that  judgment  wl.lch  r^pt-ars  lb 
pvTMtrating  when  it  is  cinplo\ed  upon 
th:  works  of  oIIuts,  very  often  t'ils 
whevii  iui'Ttfft  or  prifdon  can  exert  their 
powjr.  We  arc  MinJe*.!  in  examining 
our  ov'.Ti  labour fi  hy  innumcrabitr  pre- 
judice:. Our  Juvenile  compyfitlon*;  pleafe 
us,  beca-.ifc  they  brinij  to  our  minus  Uie 
iTmcmbiancc  of  youth;  our  l^'.a  p^T- 
formanccs  we  arc  icady  to  cfte:.m,  bc- 
cuufc  we  ?re  un\vi'Jin;jr  to  tliink  that  we 
h.ivc  }z\\di  r.o  improveiMvTjt:  whatflowi 
eniily  fio^n  t'li  pen  cha:-ir,'-.  us,  hrcauii 
wc  r:'.d  v/ith  pleafur.'  thnt  which  flatters 
onr  opi'-.'icn  of  our  own  power-;  what 
wnr  corTipclcd  witii  per.t  ftrj  juries  of  the 
mird  wc  do  not  can  i\  ri-;e«Tt,  became  we 
cannot  bear  tliat  fo  mu?-h  h'.hov.r  ftsuull 
he  frui'lcfs.  Bnt  th:.  K".;dci  has  mine  of 
thelc  prepi.ircni.^n';,  :.vJ  wndeVs  that 
thi:  :iulMui-  ii  ^o  iinlikL  :;iriH!f,  v.'it'io'ut 
C'nii.'.Tir.^'  tlv.it  tli:  :':'.mc  iWu  .-.  ill,  witi 
c''-yi.nt  ctiiLurc,  alVoru  diiieient  pro- 
duCU. 


NO  XXII.    SATURDAY,  JUNE  2,  1750. 


M         TOO    XF.C     STUDIUM    SINK     DIVITF.     VENA, 

jirr  RUPE   nyin   prosit   vinro  inginium,  at-ttpius  sic 

ALTERA   roSCIT  OrXM  RES,     ET  CbNJUKAT   .-.MICF.. 

Hon. 

VITHOVT   A  Cr.KIUS   LEARNING  SOARS   IN   VATN  ; 
AND,  WITHOUT    LFARNING,  CENIU:  SINKS   AGAIN: 
THEIR   >'0«CK    UNITED  CROWNS  THE   SPRIGHTLY   REIGN. 


WI T  and  Learning  were  the  chil- 
dren of  Apollo,  hy  diflfcr^nt 
mothers ;  Wit  was  tnc  offspring  of  Eu- 
^ofyne,  and  refcmbled  her  in  cheerful- 
■eft  and  vivacity;  JLearning  was  bom 
of  Sophh,  and  retained  her  (erioufnefs 
isd  caution.  As  their  mothers  were 
rinli,  they  were  bred  up  by  them  from 
ibdr  birth  in  habitual  oppofition ;  and 
all  meani  were  fo  inceflantly  employed 
to  iai|iitrs  UDon  thcni  a  hatred  and  con- 
tempt of  caca  other,  that  thoueji  Apollo, 
«kof€ic(aw  the  ill  effiea»  oftbeir  dif 
CMd^  taAmround  »  /aftca  them  by 


] 

Elpkinstok- 

dividinc^hi'j  rcrrard  equally  between  them, 
yet  hi?  ii.iv.Hiti.ility  und  klndnets  were 
without  LlTtr-r; ;  the  mr.rernal  animoliiy 
wris  deeply  irot'^ri,  having  been  inUr- 
mimrlcd  wlt!i  \\w\y  firft  ideas,  and  was 
con  firmed  every  hour,  as  frrfli  oppor- 
nmities  occiincd  of  cxeiiing  it.  No 
fooner  v.erc  tluy  of  :*.;e  to  be  icceivcd 
into  the  apartments  of  the  other  cclel'- 
tials,  than  Wit  began  to  entertain  Venus 
at  her  toilet,  by  apinij  the  folcmnitv  of 
Learning,  and  Ltrirmaj  \a  d\\'CY\  mv- 
ntiy:i  at  her  loom,  \>y  cxy^oCxu^iOMiViVMv- 
dcn  aad  ignorance  gi  \V'\U 


THE    RAMBLER. 


54 

Thu?;  tlnfv  grew  up,  with  malice  per- 
petually inci-eafing,  by  the  encourage- 
ment which  each  received  from  thofe 
whom  their  mothers  had  pcrfuidcd  to 
patronife  and  fupport  them ;  and  longed 
to  be  admitted  to  the  table  of  Jupllcr, 
not  fo  much  for  the  hope  of  gaining  ho- 
nour, as  of  excluding  a  rival  from  all 
pretenfions  to  regard,  and  of  putting 
an  cverlafting  ftop  to  the  progrefs  of  that 
influence  which  either  Iwlicvcd  the  other 
to  have  obtained  by  mean  arts  and  falfe 
appearances. 

At  lafl:  the  day  came  when  they  were 
both,  with  theufual  folcmnitic**,  received 
into  the  clafs  of  Aipciior  dcitic^>,  and  al- 
lowed to  take  nc6tar  froni  the  hand  of 
Hebe.  But  fmm  that  \\o\iv  Concord 
loft  her  authority  at  tlic  tabic  of  Jupiter. 
The  rivals,  animated  by  their  new  dig- 
nity, and  incited  by  the  alternate  ap- 
piaufe^  of  the  aflTociate  i>owers,  haraflcd 
tach  other  by  inceffant  cont-'ils,  with 
fuch  a  regular  vicifl It udc  of  viilbry,  that 
neither  was  deprcfT-.d. 

It  was  oblervable,  that,  at  ihe  be- 
ginning of  every  debate,  the  advantage 
was  on  the  fide  of  Wit ;  an*!  that,  at  the 
iirft  fallies,  the  whole  afTtrniMy  Ijiarklod, 
according  to  Homer's  expreihon,  with 
linextinguiihable merriment.  ButLeam- 
ing  would  i-efcrve  her  flrength  till  the 
burft  of  applaufe  was  over,  and  the 
lancruor  with  which  th?  v;;;!cr.ce  of  joy 
is  always  lucccedcd,  In-^ran  to  promilo 
more  calm  and  patient  artei^tion.  She 
tlicn  attL-mptcd  hrr  defence;  and,  by 
comparing  one  pnrt  of  her  antayjonili's 
objeaionswirh  anniht-r,  commonly  made 
him  confute  hiiiif elf;  or  by  (hewing  how 
fmall  n  part  of  the  queftioa  ht  had  taken 
into  his  vic.v,  proved  that  his  opinion 
could  have  no  weight.  The  audience 
l)e^an  gradually  to  lay  afule  tiieir  pre- 
poirtffions;  and  role,  at  lalt,  with  great- 
veneration  for  Learning,  but  with  greater 
kindnefN  for  Wit. 

Their  conduct  wr.s,  wlienever  they 
dcfired  to  recommend  thenifelves  to  dif- 
tin.^ion,  cntialy  oppofitc.  V/it  was 
daring  and  adventurous;  Learning  cau- 
tious and  deliberate.  Wit  thought  no- 
tiiing  repi'oachful  but  dulnefs ;  Team- 
ing Tvas  afraid  of  no  imputiuion  but 
that  cf  cnx)r.  Wit  anfwered  bcfoix*  he 
under ftood,  left  his  quickncfs  of  ap- 
prehenfion  (hould  be(|ueftioneil;  Learn - 
mg  paused  where  theie  vras  no  diiTi- 
ca/tjr,  left  any  in  fulvous  fuphifm  fliouUl 
Me  uadUcovcred.     Wit  pciplKCcJ  every 


debate  by  rapiditj'and  confuhon ;  L 
ing  tired  th^.^  hearers  with  endlefs  di 
tlons,  and  prolonged  the  dif|Kite 
cut  advantage,  by  jvoving  that  y 
never  was  denied.  Wit,  in  hop 
fhining,  would  venture  to  produce 
he  had  not  confidered,  and  ofter 
ceeded  beyond  his  own  cxptciatio 
following  tl>c  ti-ain  of  a  lucky  tho 
Learning  would  rcje6l  every  ne\v  n< 
forfcarofbeingintangleillnconftqi 
which  (he  could  not  forelce,  and  wa^ 
hindered,  by  her  caution,  frompr 
her  advantages  and  lubduing  he: 
ponent. 

Both  had  prejudice^,  which  in 
dcgi'ce  hindered  their  progrefs  to' 
pei-fe^ion,  and  left  tlicin  open  to  ati 
Novelty  was  the  darling  of  Wit 
Antiquity  of  Learning.  To  W; 
that  was  new  was  fpecious ;  to  Lcai 
whatever  was  ancient  was  venc 
Wit,  however,  feldora  failed  to  • 
thofe  whom  he  could  not  convina 
to  convince  was  not  often  his  amb 
Learning  alwavs  fupported  her  oj 
with  fo  many  collateral  truths,  that, 
the  caufe  was  decided  againft  hei 
arguments  were  remembered  wit) 
iniiation. 

Nothing  was  more  common,  on 
fide,  than  to  quit  their  proj^er  ch 
tcrs,  ami  to  hope  for  a  complete 
qufft  i)y  the  ufe  of  tlic  wc.ipons  ' 
had  bcrn  employed  againlc  them. 
w.)uld  Ibmetimes  lal)our  a  fyllogifn 
Learning  diftort  her  features  with 
but  they  always  lUiferetl  by  the  e 
inent,  and  betrayed  themtdvcs  tc 
futation  or  contempt.  The  ferio 
of  Wit  was  without  dignity,  ar 
memment  of  Learning  without 
city. 

Their  contefts,  by  long  contim 
grew  at  laft  im}X)rtant,  and  the  c 
ties  broke  into  parties.  Wit  was 
into  protection  of  the  laughter-! 
Venus,  had  a  retinue  allowed  h 
Smiles  and  Jefts,  and  was  often  per 
to  dance  among  the  Gi-aces.  Le 
ftill  continued  tlie  favourite  of  NC 
and  feldom  went  out  of  her  palace 
out  a  train  of  the  fevcrer  virtues, 
tity,  Temperance,  Fortitude,  an 
hour.  Wit,  cohabiting  with  ■^ 
had  a  fon  namctl  Satyr,  who  fo 
him,  carrying  a  quiver  filled  wit1 
foncd  arrows,  which,  wheie  thej 
drew  blQod>  Qovld  by  no  ikillc 
cxtrafted,    TY«fc  mi w»^  Vfc  ^w 
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or  inVt'.iHy-cinpliiyert,  irnj^gcil 
it  i;^.v;iiirics,  or  giving  inrtniL- 

■  .r  t'o-  .■^v^r^.     Mint-iva  therc- 
lUcvi  C  •itUiJ'ni  to  hcT  aid,  v/lio 

■  bioKf  the  jviiiit  of  Satyr's  ar- 
rr.i.i:h%'i»  aii'Ju,  Oi  rctorttdtiiem 

r  va-i  It  ]:\(i  antTV',  ihiit  the 
tVjo  h;:avcniV  le^.i^ns  r.u.iiltl  he 
:-:J  d.Li:g».*r  i.*"  vioia'i-M^  :Mui  rc- 
j  ui:ini:s  thclc  Iruiililcromo  :in- 
;  l.j  the  lower  world.  Hither 
.  t'l.-y  cinvj,  aiul  '.ani  Jon  tlicir 
]v  i'ix'i  .i'-Ti'i^n^  !iiorr:ii5;  nor  was 
>r.s    \vi:hj:ii    ;-c:il'»iis    vot:irics. 

rn*n;_',  i>v  h-.-r  auihtjiity,  inflii- 


c-.-l.    'TKc 


quickly 


i  h\  w.;y  t:;i:ri  nc  i:ftccis;  ihiii- 
i  !.-iii:  rV»r  fuc  r;.i-cj>t:i;r:  of  Wit, 
I-.^cs  i-r.'i'.Kve.l  ii'i  the  rclidtncc 
aiiij;.  lyirh  pcivtv  vnilcuvourul 
r  thv  ether  in   colt  and  innmii- 

ani!  tn  propagate  an  opinion, 
Ta*  ncresriiv,  tVom  tlic  firlt  cn- 
r.t'.'  lire,  to  tnliil  in  one  of  the 

}  z:vA  :ii?.r  none  could  hone  for 
iiiil  cl"  ti?l:i.r  divinity  wIto  had 
:itttvi  tiis  temple  of  thj  rival 

twer:  ir.<lftd  a  clafs  of  nioittsU 
n  Wit  ;ir  .i  J  ^  jrninEj  wtrc  ciually 
dti ;  c'lcle  were  the  di-vcrees  of 
HiL-  god  «..f  rithe«i;  auwiiJ  tlicfi? 
IS  hiip^Jtr.^d  that  th;;  j^:iicty  of 
lU  f-iiic  a  i^nilc,  or  th;  tloqi:.^!i:2 
n-::/  p'o-rnii;  attciitioii.  in  ic- 
"t"  fr:;s  conttrapi  rhr:y  av^ive.l  to 
i:;r  i:'i\:f,:xr^  agaiait  then?;  but 
e»  U»ai  w'kXi.  fcnt  ou  thole  cxp:- 
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ditlons  frequently  betrayed  their  truftj 
and,  in  contempt  of  the  orders  which 
they  had  received,  tiattcrod  the  rich  in 
pu'.'iick,  while  tht:y  fconii-J  thtaii  in 
their  hearts ;  and  when,  l>y  this  trea- 
chery, they  had  obtain:'*^  tjie  favour  of 
Piiitiis,  nfteiiod  to  lo.;k  with  an  air  of 
fu'ienoiity  un  rliofe  witolliil  remained  ia 
the  foivici.  of  Wit  and  Lcarninpr, 

Dilljulled  with  ihcle  dcfertions,  the 
two  rivals,  at  th;:  f;uno  time,  petitioned 
Ju[.IU'r  for  rt-adiniiiion  to  their  native 
hai stations.  Jupiter  thundered  on  the 
ri^ht-hand,  and  tliey  pi-e»>;ucd  to  obey 
t ij -J  h a pj ly  1  uinmons .  Wi t  le^i! i ly  ipread 
his  wir.gs, 'in ;llLur;.d  aloft;  but  not  being 
able  to  fee  far,  v^hs  Ix.'wiluux-d  in  tlie 
pa:hlels  iimnennty  of  the  ethereal  fpaces. 
Learning,  who  knew  the  wav,  ihook. 
her  pinions ;  but,  for  want  of  natural 
vii-our,  cuuld  only  take  fhort  (lights : 
lb,  afu'r  many  e«brt*,  rhey  both  I'unk 
aiiain  lo  the  groundj  ami  learned,  from 
ilieir  mutual  diltrels,  the  neceility  of 
union.  They  tliercfore  i'jintd  thiir 
hi'nds,  and  renewed  their  flight :  Learn- 
ing wa**  bor.^.c  up  by-  the  vigour  of  W  Ir, 
:::id  Wit  guided  by  the  perlplcacity  i-f 
Learning.  'I'hcy  loon  reached  the  dwj  - 
ii:i;^s  cf  Jupiter,  and  were  fo  eiide.'iol 
to  e-xh  olh;;r,  thnr  tliey  live  J  afrcp.vard« 
in  pt-ryetual  coiie.n!.  Wil  poiinadcd 
L-j-.iining  to  C'lmti-'e  v.i-h  the  (.'ia'-co, 
:ind  Lc::ruin<;  c n.-.:»;;«'d  Wit  in  ihe  I'er- 
vice  fjf  tl;e  Virtues.  Fhcy  w^re  now 
U\:  favouii--(s  of  all  the  pjwdi  uf  hea- 
\c  n,  aivl  j^Ia.id:  nei  fxiy  Im-iquet  by 
tJ'.w!i"  |.ri.fjr,'.::.  I'hcy  lix.'.  ■  ft«-r  rniriei, 
at  tlit:  c.>riir..'.nd  of  J :!;;.*.,::;  and  had 
a  nupiciuvii  progeny  ci  Attj  aiid  Sci- 
c:iC'.-s. 


N»  XXIII.    TUESDAY,  JUNE  5,  1750. 


TtT-   VlKl  CO>:VIV.C  TroVT  nTlsrNTT^E  VIDFNTURj 
*OiCCNTU|C  \'AJIIO  MILTUM  DlVTr.^A  PALATO. 

rif  r.*   CCF-ST*   I   HAVF,    Ci:sFNTIN"  AT  MY  FEAST, 
tO,D|Rl>G   ZACH  TO  Cr.ATirV   HIi    TASTE 
ilTM   DXrrEJlENT  FOuD. 


Hob. 


AT  cvcr>'  man  diould  rci;\ihte 
is  afbons  by  his  own  confciencc, 
:  any  regard  to  the  opiDipns  of 
of  the  world,  is  one  of  this  fit  it 
I  of  moral  prudence ;  juj^iued 
If  hy  ths  fufi&age  of  rc?J>>ii, 
fedve^  that  none  of  the  gifir,  of 
lit  t9  lie  ufclciS/  hut  by  the  voice 


FflA:;cis. 

liV.-r^vIlc  of  eype:i(;nte,  v/hich  v,Hl  fooa 
iiif  ^-m  us,  tl-.nt,  if  we  mnke  the  praifs 
or  bh:ne  of  others  the  rule  cf  our  con- 
ilu.5>,  we  fh.:il  be  iliitrafted  by  a  bound- 
It  i'^  variety  of  ineroncilcabje  iudt^merts, 
be  held  in  peqjttual  fufjK-nce  l^tweer. 
roiifrary  impuilirs,  and  confuU  Cot  eN« 
v.'jJu;ut  dc:criDin2Uon. 
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I  kr.ow  not  whrtnf^r,  fiT  tlic  fame 
rt!3ibn,  it  is  not  iicccrlhry  tor  an  aiiilK^r 
to  place  Ibnr.r  coniijenct  iii  his  own  (kill, 
ana  to  faiisfy  lil'.iifelf  in  the  knowledge 
that  he  has  not  deviated  from  the  cfti- 
Mifned  laws  of  compofition,  witliout 
fuhmitting  his  works  to  frequent  exa- 
minations rofore  he  gives  them  to  the 
publick,  or  endeavourins:  to  fecurc  fu:- 
cefs  by  a  folicitoiis  conformity  to  ad- 
vice and  criticifm. 

It  is,  indeed,  quickly  difcoverable, 
that  ccnfiilraiion  and  compliance  can 
conduce  little  to  the  perfe-ftion  of  any 
liiei-aiy  perfoimance;  for  whoever  is  fo 
doiibti'ul  of  hi^  own  abilities  as  to  en- 
co^iiaice  the  remarks  of  others,  ^^^]l  find 
himfclf  every  day  embarrafTed  with  new 
difficuUies,  ;ind  will  harafs  his  mind, 
in  vain,  with  the  hopelefs  labour  of 
uniting*  hcUii>geni:ous  ideas,  digciling 
independent  hints,  nnd  collefting  into 
one  jwint  the  fcveral  rays  of  borrowed 
light,  emitted  often  with  contrary  di- 
re6lions. 

Of  all  authors,  ihofe  who  retail  their 
labours  in  periodical  (heets  would  be 
moft  unhappy,  if  they  were  much  to 
rceard  the  cenfures  or  the  admonitions 
of  their  readers:  for,  as  their  works  are 
notfent  into  the  world  at  once,  but  by 
finall  parts  in  gradual  fucceilion,  it  is 
always  imagined,  by  thofe  who  lliink 
thcmielves  qualified  to  give  in(tru6lions, 
that  they  niay  yet  redeem  their  former 
failings  bv  liearkenin;^  to  better  judges, 
and  fupply  the  deficicnces  of  their  pbn 
by  tlie  htlp  of  the  critlcil'ms  which  arc  lb 
linenijly  alfordcd. 

I  have  had  (K"ca(ion  to  obferve,  fomc- 
limeswith  vcxution,  and  fimelimes  with 
merriment,  the  diill-rrnt  icmi>er  with 
which  the  f  uno  man  reads  a  punted  and 
nianiifcript  pci-formanrr.  When  a  book 
is  once  in  the  hands  of  the  publick,  it 
.1?  coniidtre<:  as  permanent  and  unaltcr- 
ablej  and  the  reader,  if  he  be  free  from 
pcrfonal  pie;udiccs,  ukf  ?  it  up  with  no 
other  inbjnfion  than  of  j»^'.afing  or  in- 
itniilln;^  himfiHj  he  accommodates  his 
min<l  to  the  author's  di'llgn;  a!id,  having 
no  intereft  in  i-cfunr.g  the  amuA'ment 
that  is  offlred  him,  never  inlcrrupis  his 
ov.Ti  tranquillity  by  ftudicd  cavils,  or 
dcilroys  his  fatisfa^lion  in  that  which  is 
already  well,  by  an  anxious  enquiry 
how  it  might  be  bettei';  but  is  ofttn  con- 
tenfcil  without  pleafurc,  and  plcafed 
without  pcifcSt'u  *n . 
^u£  it  the  Ihmc  man  be  rolled  to  con- 


fide r  the  merit  of  a  produ6lion  w  im- 
puMiiheil,  he  brings  an  imagination 
ntated  with  ohie6>ions  to  paflagrrs  which 
he  hii-  yet  never  heard;  he  invokes  all 
the  powtirs  of  criticifm,  and  ftorcshisme- 
morywiih  Ta lie  and  Grace,  Puritj' and 
Delicacy,  M^.nners  and  Unities;  rounds 
which,  having  been  once  uttcrecl  by  thofe 
that  undcrfh>ckl  them,  have  been  fince 
rsT -echoed  wit 'Ujut  meaning,  and  kept  up 
to  the  dil'turbance  of  the  world,  by  a 
conftint  repercuffion  from  one  coxcomb 
to  another.  He  confidcrs  himfclf  as 
oblia[ed  tc)  (hew,  by  fomc  proof  of  hii 
abilities,  that  he  is  not  confulted  to  no 
purpofe,  and  theretorc  watches  every 
opening  for  objefclion,  and  looks  round 
for  every  opportunity  to  propofe  fomc 
fpecious  alteration.  Sucn  opportuni- 
ties a  very  fmall  degree  of  fagacity 
will  enable  him  to  find ;  for,  in  every 
work  of  imagination,  the  dilpofition  of 
parts,  the  insertion  of  incidents,  aiul 
ufe  of  decorations,  may  be  varied  a 
thoufand  ways  v/ith  equal  propriety ;  and 
as  in  things  nearly  equal,  that  will  al- 
ways feem  beft  to  every  man  which  he 
himfelf  produces,  the  critick,  whofe  bu- 
finefs  is  only  to  propofe,  without  the 
care  of  execution,  can  never  want  the 
fatisfa£lion  of  believing  that  he  has  fug- 
gefted  very  important  im|)rovnncnts,  nor 
the  power  of  inforcing  his  advice  by  ar- 
gurpents,  wh'ch  as  the)' appear  convinc- 
ing to  himfelf,  either  his  kmdnefs  or  hii 
vanity  will  prcfs  obftinately  and  impor- 
tunately, without  fufpicion  that  he  may 
{wilibly  judge  too  haftily  in  favour  elf 
lis  own  adv!ce,  or  enquiry  whether  the 
advantage  of  the  new  fchcmebe  propor- 
tion:ite  to  the  labour. 

It  is  obi'erved  by  the  younger  Pliny, 
that  an  orator  ought  not  fo  much  to  fe- 
Icfl  the  ftiongcft  arguments  which  his 
caufc  admits,  as  to  employ  all  which  his 
imagination  can  afford:  for,  in  pleading, 
thofe  reafons  are  of  mod  value  which 
will  moll  aife^l  the  judges;  and  the 
judges,  fays  he,  will  be  always  rooft 
touched  with  that  which  they  had  before 
conceived.  Every  man  who  is  called  to 
give  liis  opinion  of  a  performance,  de- 
c  lis  upon  the  fame  principle;  he  fii^ 
f; :  ffcrs  himfelf  to  form  expectations,  and 
then  is  angry  at  his  difappointmeint.  He 
lets  his  imagination  rove  at  large,  and 
wonders  that  another,  equally  uncoa- 
fined  in  the  boundlefs  ocean  oif  pofliln- 
lity,  takes  a  difTd'ent  courfe. 

Bull  i!doik^  ^  rak  «£  PUtiy  be  Ju- 
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inl  down,  it  is  not  applicable 
er^s  caufe,  bccaufe  there  al- 
ii appeal  from  domeftick  cri- 
I  higncr  judicature;  and  the 
»rhicK  is  never  corrupted,  nor 
ived,  is  to  paTs  the  jaft  len- 
a  literary  claims. 
great  force  of  preconceived  opi- 
lad  many  proofs,  when  I  nrft 
pon  this  vreekly  labour.  My 
iving,  from  die  performances 
redeceflbrs,  eftabliihed  an  idea 
lefted  eflays,  to  which  they  be- 
.  future  authors  under  a  necef- 
mfon^n^,  weie  impatient  of 
Icviation  from  their  fyftem;  and 
s  cemonftrances  were  accord - 
de  by  each,  as  he  found  his  fa- 
ibjc«  omitted  or  delayed.  Some 
jy  that  the  Rambler  did  not, 
Spectator,  introduce  himfelf  to 
aintance  of  die  publick,  by  an 
>f  his  own  birdi  and  ftudies,  an 
don  of  his  adventures,  and  a 
cm  of  his  phyfiognomy.  Others 
;an  to  remark  that  he  was  a  fo- 
nous,  di£bitorial  writer,  with> 
^htlinefs  or  gaiety,  and  called 
,  vehemence  for  mirth  and  hu- 
Lnother  admonifhed  him  to  have 
I  eye  upon  the  various  clubs  of 
t  city;  and  informed  him,  that 
the  Spectator's  vivacity  was  laid 
)  iuch  aflemblies.  He  has  been 
i  for  not  imitating  the  polltenefs 
-edcceflbrs,  having  hitherto  neg- 
» take  the  ladies  under  his  pro- 
and  give  them  rules  for  the  juft 
Ml  of  colours,  and  the  proper 
¥DM  of  ruffles  and  pinners.    He 


has  been  required  by  one  to  fix  a  parti* 
cular  ccnfurc  upon  thofe  matrons  who 
play  at  cards  with  fpe6lacles.  And  ano- 
ther is  very  much  offended  whenever  he 
meets  with  a  r])ecuIation  in  which  naked 
precepts  are  comprifed  without  die  il- 
lullrauon  of  examples  and  chai-afters. 

I  make  not  the  lead  queftion  that  all 
thefe  monitoi-s  intend  the  promotion  of 
my  deCgn,  and  the  inftru6lion  of  my 
readers;  but  diey  do  not  know,  or  do 
not  refleCl,  that  an  author  lias  a  rule  of 
choice  peculiar  to  himfelf;  and  feleCls 
thofe  fubjefts  which  he  is  bcft  qualified 
to  treat,  by  the  coiufc  of  his  itudies,  or 
the  accidents  of  his  life;  that  fome  to* 
picks  of  amufement  have  been  ^heddf 
treated  with  too  much  iucceis  to  invite  a 
compeddon;  and  that  he  who  endeavours 
to  gain  many  readers  mud  try  various 
arts  of  invitation,  effhy  every  avenue 
of  pleafure,  and  make  frcauent  changes 
In  his  methods  of  approach. 

I  cannot  but  confider  myfelf,  amidft 
this  tumult  of  criticifm,  as  a  /hip  in  a 
poedcal  tempefl,  impelled  at  the  fame 
drae  by  oppofite  winds,  and  dalhed  by 
the  waves  from  every  quarter,  but  held 
upright  by  the  contrariety  of  the  affail- 
ants,  and  fecured,  in  fome  meafure,  by 
multiplicity  of  diftrefs.  Had  the  opi- 
nion of  my  cenfurcs  been  unanimous,  it 
might  perhaps  have  overfct  my  refolu- 
tion ;  but  fince  I  find  them  at  variance  ^ 
with  each  other,  I  can,  without  fcruple, 
ncgle6lthem,  and  endeavour  to  gain  tlie 
favour  of  the  publick  by  following  the 
dire£Uonof  my  ownreafon,  and  indulg- 
ing the  fallies  of  my  own  imagina- 
don. 
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HONK,  KOIfX  OBSCINDS  2VT0  HlMtlLT. 


PlRSlU'C. 

Drtdzn. 


)NG  the  precepts,  or  aphorifms, 
bnitted  by  general  content,  and 
sd  by  frequent  rtfpeddon,  there 
nore  fanious  amone  the  mafters 
m  wifdom,  than  ttat  com|>en- 
Ibn,'  rvmbi  0««v]d»— Be  acquaint- 
bdiy^elf ;'  aicribed  by  fome  to  an 
lad^by  odien  to  Chiio  of  Lace- 

kf  indeed,  ft  diftate  which  in 
ole  txieat  of  it's  meaning  msf 


be  faid  to  comprife  pU  the  fpeculatlon 
requifitc  to  a  moral  agent.  For  what 
more  can  be  ncccflary  to  the  regulation 
of  life,  thin  the  knowledge  of  our  ori- 
ginal, our  end,  our  dudes,  and  our  re- 
lation to  other  beings  ? 

It  is  however  very  improbable  that 
the  firft  author,  whoever  he  v^s,  intend- 
ed to  be  underftooJ  in  this  Mt\\vnviU.4 
and  complicated  fcnfv;  •,  ioi  o^  ^^<i  m- 
qoirics  which  in  fo  \\x^  ^^avjccc^xaslaa 
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it  would  fccm  to  recommend,  fomc  are 
too  extcnfive  for  the  powers  of  man,  and 
fome  require  lic:ht  from  above,  which 
was  not  yet  indulged  to  the  heathen  world . 

We  might  have  had  more  fatisfaflion 
conccminR  the  original  imjKjrt  of  this 
celebrtitcn  fentence,  if  hillory  had  in- 
formed us,  whether  it  was  uttered  as  a 
general  inlhiifVion  to  mankind,  or  as 
a  particular  caution  to  fome  private  in- 
ouirer  j  whether  it  was  applied  to  fomc 
iingleoccafion,  or  laid  down  as  the  uni- 
vcrfal  rule  of  life. 

There  will  occur,  upon  the  flighted 
confideration,  many  poflibic  circum- 
ftances  in  which  this  monition  might 
very  properly  be  inforccd;  for  every  er- 
ror in  human  conduft  muft  arifc  from 
ignorance  in  ourfclves,  cither  perpetual 
or  temporary ;  and  happen  either  be- 
caufc  wc  do  not  Icnow  what  is  belt  and 
litteft,  or  becaufe  our  knowledge  is  at 
the  time  of  a6lion  not  prcfent  to  the  mind . 

When  a  man  employs  himfelf  upon 
remote  and  unneccflary  fubjefls,  and 
wartes  his  life  upon  queilions  which 
cannot  be  refolved,  and  of  which  the 
folution  wo\ild  conduce  very  little  to  the 
advancement  of  happinefs;  when  he  la- 
virtics  h's  hours  m  calculating  the 
weight  of  the  terraqueous  globe,  or  in 
adjuliing  fucceffive  fyftems  of  worlds 
beyond  the  i-each  of  the  tclefcope  j  he 
may  be  veiy  properly  recalled  from  his 
excurfion?  by  this  precept,  and  remind- 
ed, that  thi:rc  is  a  ncan^  Being  with 
which  it  i^  his  dutv  to  be  more  acqualnt- 
e\1 ;  and  from  wfuch  his  attention  has 
hitherto  been  withheld  by  ftudies  to 
which  he  has  no  other  motive  than  vani- 
ty orVuriofity. 

The  gi  :at  praifc  of  Socrates  is,  that 
he  drew  the  wits  of  Greece,  by  his  in- 
struction and  example,  from  the  vain 
purfuit  of  natural  phllofophy  to  moral 
inquliies,  and  turned  their  thoughts 
from  <brs  and  tides,  and  matter  and  mo- 
tion, upf>n  the  various  mtxles  of  virtue, 
and  lelatioi^s  of  life.  All  his  Icflures 
w^rt  but  commentaries  upon  this  fay- 
ing J  if  wc  fuppolc  the  knowledge  of 
curfclves  ]-ecominended  by  Chilo,  in^p- 
pofitlon  to  (ither  inquiries  let's  fuitablc 
lo  the  ftatcof  man.    ■ 

The  great  fault  of  men  of  leaming 
fs  flill,  that  they  olftnd  againll  this  rule, 
and  appear  willing  to  ftudy  any  thing 
rather  than  ^wmlelvcs  j  fur  which  rca- 
Ibn  thev  are  ofien  dcr])iied  by  ihule 
yrJth  whom   tlicy    ;/iw^in«  theinidves 


above  comparifonj  dcfpi 
to  common  purptjl'es,  as 
du€t  the  moiV  trivial  afl 
qualified  to  peifonn  th 
which  the  concatenation 
preferred,  and  mutual  ten 
and  maintained. 

Gclidus  is  a  man  of  gre 
and  deep  refearchcs.  H 
naturally  formed  for  th< 
ences,  he  can  comprehend 
binations  without  con  full 
of  a  temper  naturally  cc 
he  is  foldom  interrupted 
in  the  purfuit  of  the  longc 
cxpe6led  confequences. 
fore,  a  long  tim^  indulg 
the  folution  of  fohie  probl 
the  profeflTors  of  fcienceh:* 
to  baHied,  is  referved  for 
indulhy.  He  f})ends  hi 
higheft  room  of  his  hou 
none  of  his  family  arc  fu 
and  when  he  comes  down 
or  his  reft,  he  walks  abo 
ger  that  is  there  only  for 
any  tokens  of  regard  or  t 
has  total ly  diverted  him fel 
fenfations  j  he  has  neithe 
ty,  nor  ear  for  complaint 
joices  at  the  good  fortune 
friend,  nor  mourns  for  ; 
private  calamity.  Hiivini 
a  letter,  and  given  it  his  i 
he  was  infonned,  that  it  ^ 
his  brother,  who,  bcin^ 
had  fwam  naked  to  land, 
titute  of  necelfarie;*  in  a  fc 

*  Naked  and  deltitute  !' 

*  reach  down  the  bft  volu: 

*  logical  obfervations,  c> 

*  account  of  the  wind,  ai 

*  fully  in  the  diary  of  thi 

Tlic  family  of  Gelidus 
to  his  (hidy,  to  rticw  bin 
at  alinall  dillance  was  or 
few  mcimints  afervantc; 
that  the  riamc  had  ca\ 
houlis  on  both  fidcs,  th 
tants  were  confounded, 
think  of  rather  efcaping 
than  favlng  their  dwelling 

*  tell  me/  laysGelidus,  * 
'  blcj  for  fire  naturally  a 

Thus  lives  this  great  p 
fcnfible  to  every  fpe^acle 
unmovttl  by  the  loudell 
nature,  for  want  of  cc 
men  arc  deligncd  for  tl 
colli  fort  of  each  othcri  th 
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ivhich  may  be  laudably  fpent 
wledge  not  immediately  ufe- 
:  fiHc  attention  is  d\3fi  to  prac- 
r;  and  that  he  may  bejuftly 
from  the  commerce  of  man- 
has  fo  far  abftra£led  himfelf 
fpeciesy  as  to  partake  neither 
rs  nor  griefs  of  others,  but 
he  endearments  of  his  wife, 
ireiles  of  his  children,  to  count 
of  rain,  note  the  changes  of 
and  calcubte  the  eclipfcs  of  the 
Jupiter. 

rcGa-ve  to  fome  future  paper  the 
and  important  meaning  of  this 
)f  wifdom;  and  only  remark, 
ay  be  applietl  to  the  gjay  and 
well  as  to  the  grave  and  folcmn 
life;  and  that  not  only  the 
er  may  forfeit  his  pretences  to 
ing,  but  th?  wit  and  the  beau- 
lifcarry  in  their  fchemes  by  the 
this  univcifal  requifite,  the 
re  of  thf-mff^!ves. 
urely  for  no  other  reafon  that 
ich  numbers  refolutely  Rrug- 
linft  nature,  and  contending  for 
;h  they  never  can  attain,  enciea- 
:o  unite  contradictions,  and  de- 
to  excel  in  charafters  incon- 
th  each  other;  that  ftock-job- 
i^  drefs,  gaiety,  and  elegance, 
lemiticians  labour  to  be  wits  j 
bldier  teazes  his  acquaintance 
(lions  in  theology,  and  the  ara- 
lopes  to  divert  the  ladies  by  a 
his  gallantries.  That  al^furdity 
could  proceed  only  from  it^no- 
thcmfelves,  by  which  Garth  at- 
riticifni,  and  Congreve  waved 
sdntmatick  reputation,  aqd  dc- 
rcQ;ifideredQnlyas  a  gentleman, 


5? 

Euphues,  with  great  parts  and  exten* 
(ive  knowledge,  has  a  clouded  al'peft 
and  ungracious  form ;  yet  it  has  been 
his  ambition,  from  his  nri\  entrance  in# 
to  life,  to  diilingruifh  himlclf  by  particu* 
larities  in  his  drefs,  to  outvie  beaus  in 
embroidery,  to  import  new  trimmings, 
and  to  be  foremoft  in  the  faihion.  £u- 
phues  has  turned  on  his  exterior  appear •» 
ance  that  attemion  which  would  al-  . 
way 6  have  produced  eilccm  Jiad  it  been 
fixed  upon  nis  n)ind ;  and  though  his 
virtues  and  abilities  have  preferved  him 
from  the  contempt  which  he  has  fo  dili- 
gently folicited,  lie  has,  at  Icaft,  raifed 
one  impediment  to  his  reputatioti ;  fmce 
all  can  judge  of  his  drefs,  but  few  of 
his  under/landing;  andmimy  who  dif- 
cem  that  he  is  a  fop,  are  unwilling  to 
believe  that  he  can  be  wife, 

There  is  one  inftancc  in  which  the 
ladies  are  particularly  unwilling  to  ob- 
ferve  the  rule  of  Chilo»  They  arp  de» 
iirous  to  hide  from  themfclves  th«  ad- 
vances of  age,  and  endeavour  too  fre- 
quently to  hipply  the  fprightlinefs  and 
bloom  of  youth  by  artificial  beauty  aii4 
forced  vivacity.  They  hope  to  inflame 
the  heart  by  glances  which  have  lort 
their  fire,  or  melt  it  by  liuii^or  which 
is  no  longer  delicate  j  they  play  over  the 
airs  which  plcaled  at  a  time  when  they 
were  expelled  only  to  pica fe,  and  forget 
that  airs,'  in  time,  ought  to  give  place  to 
viitues.  They  continue  to  trifle,  be- 
caufe  they  could  once  trifle  agi-eeably, 
till  thofe  who  fl^ared  their  tarlypleafures 
are  withdrawn  to  more  lerlous  engage- 
ments; and  are  fcarccly  awakened  from 
their  dream  of  pcri)ctual  youth,  but  by 
the  fcom  of  thole  whom  they  endeavouc 
to  rival* 


N^XXV.    TUESDAY,  JUNE    12,1750, 


rOSSVNT  ^VXA   POSSE  VID 
FOR  TMEV   C/^NCONqVKR 

'.  R  E  arc  Come  vices  and  errors 
lich,  though  often  fatal  to  thofe 
they  are  found,  have  yet,  by 
rialconfent  of  mankind,  been 
d  as  entitled  to  fome  degree  of 
r  have,  at  lead,  been  exempted 
itpnntufuf  iofapiy,  an4  con-r 


ViRCII., 
\^H0  BEM£V£  THEY  OAK. 


DavOEN^ 

tjemned  by  the  fevered  moi*alifls  with 
pity  rathf^r  than  detcihition. 

A  conflant  and  invariable  example  of 
this  genend  partiality  will  be  found  in 
the  different  regard  which  has  always 
been  fhown  to  rafhncfs  and  cowardice  ^ 
t^g  vices,  of  wVuc\\,  tVvoWw  ^^vtN  vwk^ 
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be  conceived  equally  dlftant  from  the 
middle  point,  where  tnie  fortitude  is 
placed,  and  may  equally  injure  any  pub- 
lick  or  private  intcreft,  yet  the  one  is 
never  mentioned  without  fome  kind  of 
veneration,  and  the  other  always  con- 
sidered as  a  topick  of  unlipiited  and  li- 
centious cenlare,  on  which  all  the  vii-u- 
Icncc  of  reproach  may  be  lawfully  ex- 
erted. 

Tiie  fame  diftinftion  is  made,  by  the 
common  fuffrage,  between  profiifion  and 
avarice;  and,  perhaps,  between  many 
other  oppofitc  vices ;  and,  as  I  have  found 
irafon  to  pay  gi^at  regard  to  the  voice  of 
the  people,  in  cafes  where  knowledge 
has  been  forced  upon  them  by  experience, 
without  long  deductions  or  deeprcfearch- 
«,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  this 
diftribution  of  rcfpe£l  is  not  without  feme 
agreement  with  the  nature  of  things;  and 
that  in  the  faults  which  are  thus  inverted 
with  ejpti-aordinary  privileges,  there  are 
generally  fome  latent  principles  of  merit, 
lt)me  poflibilitics  of  future  virtue ;  which 
may,  by  degrees,  break  from  obftruc- 
tion,  and  by  time  and  opportunity  be 
brought  into  aft. 

It  may  be  laid  down  as  an  axiom,  that 
jt  IS  more  eafy  to  take  away  fuperfluities 
than  to  fupply  defrfts ;  and  therefore  he 
that  is  culpable  becaufe  he  has  paffcd 
the  middle  point  of  vinue,  is  always  ac- 
counted a  fairer  objeft  of  hope  than 
he  who  fails  by  falling  fhort.  The  one 
h.isallthat  perteftion  requires,  nndmore, 
but  the  excefs  may  be  eafily  retrenched  j 
the  other  wants  the  qualities  reqiiifite  to 
excellence;  and  who  can  tell  how  he  (hall 
obtain  them  ?  We  are  certain  that  the 
horfc  n^.ay  be  tawght  to  keep  pace  with 
his  fi'liov.s,  whofc  fault  is  that  he  leaves 
them  behind.  We  know  that  a  few 
ftrokes  of  the  axe  will  lop  a  cedar ;  but 
what  arts  of  cultivation  can  elevate  a 
ihrub  ?" 

To  wrJk  with  circumfjKftion  and 
llcndinefs  in  the  right  path,  at  an  eqi'.al 
diftancc  between  the  extremes  cf  error, 
ought  to  be  the  ccnftant  endeavour  of 
every  reafonable  being;  nor  can  I  think 
thofe  teachers  of  moral  wildoni  much  to 
be  honoured  as  bencfaftors  to  mankind, 
who  are  always  enlarging  upon  the  dif- 
ficulty of  our  duties,  and  providing  ra- 
ther crxcufcs  for  vice,  than  incentives  to 
virtue. 

But,  fmcetomoft  it  will  hnppen  often, 
and  to  3«1  iuuictin^es,  that  there  will  be 
a  deviation  towards  one  fide  or  the  othcr^ 


we  ought  always  to  en* 
with  moft  attention,  c 
which  there  is  the  gn 
to  ftray,  if  we  mull  l\ 
parts  from  whence  w 
cafily  return. 

Among  other  oppc 

mind,  which  may  Y 

though  in  different  d< 

had  occafion  to  confic 

fefts  of  prefumprion 

of  heady  confidence,  \ 

tory  without  conteft, 

fillanimity,  which  flu 

thought  of  great  undci 

difficulty  with  impoffi 

all  advancement  towa 

ment  as  irrcverfibly  j 

Prefumption  will 

Every  experiment  wil 

mifcarriages  will  hoi 

tempts  arc  not  always 

cefs.     The  moft  prec 

in  time,  be  taught  tl 

thodical  gradation  an 

fures ;  and  the  moft  d 

convinced  that  neitht 

ties,  can  command  < 

It  is  the  advantage 

activity,  that  they  ai 

to  their  own  reforms 

incite  us  to  tiy  whet) 

are  well  giounded,  i 

the  deceits  which  the^ 

Eut  timidity  is  a  difc: 

obrtinatc  and  fatal ;  ; 

fuaded  that  any  imjv 

ble,  has  given  it,  wil 

tliat  ftren^h  and  WL-i; 

before.     He  can  ica 

gour  and  j^frfeveiant 

hope  of  gainirg  the 

he  never  will  tr)'  his 

di  (cover  the  u  me  a  Ion 

There  is  often  to  I 

voted  to  literature,  a 

cow  a  rdicc ,  wh  i  cl  1  w  h( 

among  them,  may  o 

dtprel's  the  Jbcrity 

by  confcquencc,  to 

mentof  fcience.     T 

everv  fpecies  of  kno* 

ricatcharafter  of  te 

which  they  tranfmlt 

fiction,  from  one  :c 

fright  themkh'cs,  ; 

thtpanicktotheii  ic 

ance.     One  ftudy  ii 

lively  imagination, 

judgment  J  one  is  ii 


THE    RAMBLER. 


6i 


,  another  requires  fo  much 
is  not  to  be  attempted  at  an 
e  ;  one  is  dry,  and  contrafts 
Its  \  another  is  diihife,  and 
\  the  memory ;  one  is  infiif- 
ftc  and  delicacy,  and  another 
life  in  the  ftudy  of  words, 
fs  to  a  wife  man,  who  defires 
lowledge  of  tilings. 
11  the  bugbears  by  which  the 
r^«/i— boys  both  young  and 
bten  hitherto  fiigntcd  from 
into  new  trails  of  learnings, 
een  more  mifchievqufly  tffica- 
an  opinion  that  every  kind  of 
;  requires  a  peculiar  genius,  or 
aftitution,  framed  for  the  re- 
fome  ideas,  and  the  exclufion 
and  that  to  him  whole  genius 
)ted  to  the  Ihidy  which  he  pro- 
labour  (hall  be  vain  and  fniit- 
,  as  an  endeavour  to  mingle 
ter,  or,  in  tlw  language  of  che- 
amalgamate  bodies  of  hetero- 
rinciples. 

Tinion  we  may  reafonably  fu- 
ve  been  propagated, by  vanity, 
:  truth.  It  IS  natural  for  thofe 
railed  a  reputation  by  any 
•  exalt  thcmldvcs  as  endow- 
ivcn  with  peculiar  powers,  or 
It  by  an  extraordinary  dcilg- 
their  profrflion  5  and  to  ft  ignt 
■s  away  by  reprefcnting  the 
with  which  they  mull  con- 
the  necefllty  of  qualities  which 
xl  to  be  not  generally  conferred, 
no  man  can  know,  but  by  ex- 
(rhether  he  enjoys, 
difcouragenicnt  it  may  be  pof- 
ered,  that  iincc  a  genius,  wliat- 
,  is  like  fire  in  the  flint,  only 
luced  by  collirion  with  a  pro- 
\\  it  is  the  bufmefs  of  every 
f  whether  his  faculties  may  not 
>-operate  with  his  defires ;  and 
wiiofe  proficiency  he  admires, 
r  «fwn  force  only  bf  the  event, 
l«it  engage  in  the  fanie  under« 
th  equal  fpirit,  and  niay  rea- 
Qft  fur  «qiial  fucccfs. 


There  is  another  fpecles  of  falfe  in- 
telligence, given  by  thole  who  piofeis 
to  ihew  the  way  to  the  fumroit  of  Know- 
ledge, of  equal  tendency  to  deprefs  the 
mind  with  falfe  diftrutl  of  itieif,  and 
weaken  it  by  ncedlefs  folicitude  and  de* 
je^ion.  When  a  fcholar  whom  they 
defire  to  animate,  confidts  them  ut  his 
entrance  on  fome  new  ftudy,  it  is  com- 
mon to  make  llattering  wprefentations 
of  it's  pleafantnefa  and  facility.  Thus 
they  generally  attain  one  of  two  ends 
almoft  equally  defirable ;  they  either  in- 
cite his  induftry  by  elevating  his  hojx's, 
or  produce  a  high  opinion  of  their  own 
abilities,  fmce  they  are  liippofcd  to  re- 
late only  what  they  have  found,  and  to 
have  proceeded  with  no  lefs  cafe  tlian 
they  promile  to  their  followers. 

The  lludent,  inflamed  by  this  encou- 
ragement, fets  forward  in  the  new  path, 
and  proceeds  a  few  ileps  with  great  al.-i- 
crity;  but  he  foon  finds  afperitics  and 
intricacies  of  which  he  has  not  been  foj  e- 
warned;  and,  imagining  that  none  ever 
were  fo  entangled  or  fatigued  before  him, 
finks  fuddenly  into  defpair,  and  d.-fiils 
as  from  an  expedition  in  which  fnte  op- 
pofes  him.  'Thus  his  terrors  ane  nmU 
tiplied  by  his  hopes;  and  he  is  defeated 
witliout  rcfiftance,  becaufc  he  had  no 
expeftafion  of  an  eru;my. 

Of  thtfe  treacherous  inftniftors,  tlie 
one  dcftroys  induftiy,  ^y  declaiing  that 
indultry  is  vain,  the  other  by  reprticnt* 
ing  it  as  needlcfs  j  the  one  cuts  away  ti\e 
loot  of  hope,  the  other  i-ailes  ir  only  to 
be  blaiVed.  The  one  confines  his  pupil 
to  the  fhorc,  by  trlling  him  that  his 
wreck  is  ccnain;  the  other  TcivJs  him 
to  (ca,  witliout  preparing  him  for  tem-« 
pcfts. 

Falfe  hopes  and  falfe  terrors  are  equally 
to  he  avoided.  Every  mnn  who  pro- 
pofcs  to  grow  eminent  by  learning,  flkould 
cany  in  his  mind,  at  once,  the  clifllculty 
of  excellcnr*-:,  and  the  force  of  indufti-y ; 
and  rcin».n/i»wr  ti»;it  fame  is  not  conferred 
but  as  tl>e  reromp^nce  of  labour;  and 
thnt  labo\ir,  "vi^oroully  continued,  has 
not  often  taiUl  of  'Xi  reward. 
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N°  XXVI,    SATURDAY,  JL*NE  14,  175 

XNCtKTtS  VOMtKOSy    £T  CLAKA  NOMINA  FAM.C, 

ILLUS TRK^Ve  CHAVES  NOBILITATB    POMOS 
BITITA,    ET   tONCE  CACTUS    rWClJ    COKTXAHf    VElAf 

XT   T£  LITTORIBVS  CYM»A   P>OriN<^VA  VEIIAT.       q 

EACH  MIGHTY  r.01T>,  BIG  WITH  A  TOUYOVS  NAME, 
AND  EACH  HIGH  HOUSE  OF  FORTUNE  ANT)  OE  EAMT, 
WITH  CAUTION    E  T.  Y  J     CONTRACT  THY  A  M  W- E  SAILS, 


AND  NEAR  THE  fKORE   IMPROVJI  TH£  GENTLE  CALES. 


EVPMI 


Ml.  RAMI  LER, 

IT^is  iifiial  for  men,  cnga^  in  tire 
fxmc  j»urluir<i,  to  he  inquihtive  after 
the  condu6\  and  fortune  of  each  other; 
and,  therefore,  I  fuppofir  it  wiH  not  be 
unp)ca{in[^  to  you,  to  read  an  account 
of  the  various  changes  which  have  hap- 
pened in  part  of  a  life  devoted  to  litera- 
ture. My  narrative  will  not  exhibit  any 
l^rcat  variety-  of  events,  or  extraordinary 
revolutions;  hut  may,  perhaps,  be  not 
lefs  ufrfuj,  l>ecaure  I  fhall  relate  nothing 
which  is  not  likely  to  haj^pen  to  a  thou- 
land  others. 

I  was  bnrn  heir  to  a  very  fmall  for- 
tune j  and  left  by  my  fathcy,  whom  I 
cnnnot  remembe-,  to  the  care  of  an  un- 
cle. He  having  no  childreo,' always 
treated  me  a»  his  fon;  and  findinjx  in  me 
thofc  qualities  which  old  men  eafily  dif- 
cover  in  Jprightly  children,  when  they 
hapjwn  to  love  them,  det-laired  that  a  ge- 
nius like  mine  fhould  never  be  loft  for 
want  of  cultivation.  He  therefore  ulaccd 
mc,  fortheufual  thne,  at  a  great  ichool, 
and  then  fcnt  mt  to  ihc  uni\'Serrity,  with 
a  larger  allowance  than  my  own  patri- 
mony would  have  affordrd,  that  I  might 
wot  keep  mean  company,  but  learn  to 
become  my  dignity  when  I  fhould  be 
made  lord-chancellor,  which  he  often  hu 
mented,  that  the  ircreafe  of  his  infir- 
mitits  was  very  likely  to  preclude  him 
front  feeing. 

This  exuberance  of  money  difpJayed 
itfelf  in  gaiety  of  appearance,  an4  wan- 
tonnels  of  expencc,  and  introduced  mc 
to  the  acr.uaintance  of  thofe  whom  the 
fame  fupeifluity  of  forttmc  betrayed  to 
the  f*jTit  licence  and  oftentation:  young 
heirs,  who  plcafed  thcmfclves  with  a 
remai-k  %Try  frequent  in  their  mouths — 
that  though  thtry  were  fent  by  their  fa- 
thers to  the  iinivcrfitA',  they  were  not  un- 
der the  ncccflity  of  living  by  tlieir  karn- 


Amonj:  men  of  this  clafs 
taiiKd  the  reputation  of  a  g 
and  was  perluaded  that,  wit 
linefs  of  imagination  and 
fentimet^,  I  fhonld  never  be 
mit  to  the  drudgery  of  the  la 
fore  g^vc  myll'lf  wholly  to  tl 
and  elegant  parts  of  leamin 
often  fo  much  elated  with  mi 
to  the  youths  with  whom  ] 
that  I  l)cgan  to  liften  with 
lion  to  thofe  that  recommc 
a  wider  and  more  confpiaK 
and  was  particularly  touched 
fervation  made  by  one  of  m 
thai  it  was  not  bv  Hngering 
verfity  that  Prior  bccauieam 
Addilbn  ftcictary  of  ftate* 

This  defirc  was  hourly  ii 
the  Iblicitation  of  my  comjx 
removing  one  by  one  to  Loi 
caprice  of  their  relations  all 
or  the  legal  dilinilTion  from 
their  guirdians  put  it  in  thti 
ver  failed  to  fend  an  accc 
beauty  and  felicity  of  the 
and  to  rcmonftrate  how  nu 
by  evtrry  hour\  continuanc( 
of  retiremcnf  and  conlhaint 

My  uncle  in  the  mc.m  tin 
ly  harafl'cd  mc  with  monit 
which  I  fometimes  neglc6iei1 
a  week  after  I  recwvcil  the 
ncrally  read  in  a  tavern,  will 
ments  as  might  fhew  how  i 
fuperior  to  in(^ru£lion  or 
could  not  btit  wonder  how 
fined  to  the  country,  and  u 
with  the  pjrefcnt  fyftcm  of  th 
imagine  liimielf  qualified  t 
rifing  genius,  born  to  giv« 
aire,  refine  it's  talte,  and  r 
pleafures. 

The  poftman,   however, 
nucd  to  brini;  mc  new  reii 
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fcr  ray  uncW  wa<  very  little  dqjrcflTctl 
by  the  ridicule  and  reproach  which  he 
hevdhtard.  But  inen  of  parts  have 
<{uick  rtfimtmentf;  it  was  iinpofliblc  to 
hnrhis  ului  put  ions  for  ever}  and  I  re- 
icIv^U,  once  tor  all,  to  make  him  an  ex- 
vn^lv-  to  thoic  who  imagine  tliemleWcs 
wik  brcaule  they  are  old,  and  to  teach 
TOing  inen,  who  are  too  tanic  under  it- 
prdintacionfin  whatmannergrey-bcard- 
^  inibkncf  ought  to  be  treateil.  I  there- 
for; one  evening  took  my  pen  in  hand; 
and  after  h:iving  animated  inylclf  with 
3  catch,  wrote  a  general  anlwcrto  all  his 
pTBcqttSy  with  mch  vivacity  of  turn, 
i'lrch  elegance  of  irony,  and  (uch  alpe- 
ntyofiarcalin,  th?t  1  convulfed  a  large 
coonpany  with  univerfal  laughter,  dil- 
lorbcd  the  neighbourhood  with  vocife- 
niiuns  of  applaufe,  and  five  tbys  after- 
wards was  anfwered,  that  I  muft  be  con- 
tca  to  live  on  my  own  eiiate. 

This  contniflion  of  my  income  gave 
me  no  difturbance,  for  a  genius  Uke 
mine  was  out  of  the  reach  of  want.  1 
kid  friends  tliat  would  be  proud  to 
cpen  their  purfes  at  my  call,  and  pro- 
^^s  of  hich  advancement  as  would 
toon  rttfORcilc  n>y  uncle,  whom,  upon 
mature  deliberation,  I  relblvcd  to  re- 
ceive into  favour,  without  infixing  on 
»iy  acknowledgment  of  hi.s  offence, 
*hcn  thr  fplendour  of  my  condition 
tnuM  induce  him  to  wiih  for  my  coun- 
ft^tiaoce.  I  thervfure  went  up  to  Lon- 
d^.  before  I  had  Oicwn  the  alteration 
(f  my  condition  by  any  abatement  of 
Bv  wj%-  of  living,  and  wjs  received  by 
^i  iny  ai*ademic:d  acquaintance  with 
ttiumph  and  congiiitulation.  I  was  im^ 
nediaitly  intixxluced  among  the  wits 
aaJ  men  of  fpiriti  uiid  in  a  fhort  linie 
M  divelted  nuTtrlf  of  all  my  fcholir  s 
RTivity,  and  obtained  the  reputation  cf 
ipRtty  fellow. 

You  will  eafily  believe  that  I  had  no 
peat  knowledge  of  tlie  world;  yet  I  bad 
Wen  hindered,  by  the  general  difttivli- 
WioB  evciy  man  feels  to  coidVfs  po- 
'trtjr,  from  teliini^  to  any  one  ihc  refo- 
ld of  my  uncte,  and  for  funic  tin.;. 
fiibfiftfd  upon  the  ftock  cf  mone}-  which 
Ibd  brought  with  me,  and  contributed 
By  lane  as  before  to  all  our  entcrtiiid- 
^U.  But  my  pocket  was  foon  cmp- 
(nl,aiK|  ]  was  obliged  toalkmy  fiicnds 
f^^  iinall  Turn,  ihis  was  a  favour 
*^b  wc  had  often  reciprocally  received 
^  9IK  another^   thsy  fuppoll-d  m/ 
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wants  only  accidental,  and  therefoftwiU 
Jingly  lupplied  them.  In  a  fhorttime 
1  found  a  necelllty  of  afkini;  .again,  and 
was  again  treated  with  thr  fame  civility? 
but  the  third  time  they  began  to  wonder 
what  that  old  rogue  my  uncle  could  mean 
by  fending  a  gentleman  to  town  without 
money;  and  when  they  gave  me  what  F 
alked  for,  advifed  nic  to  liipiUate  for 
more  regular  remittances. 

'JTliis  lbmewhatdiitiiti»ed  my  dream  of 
conftant  affluence:  but  I  was  three  days 
after  completely  awaked;  for  entering 
the  tavern,  where  we  met  every  ^evening, 
I  found  the  waiters  remitted  their  com- 

f»laiiunce,  and,  initead  of  contending  f  o 
ight  me  up  ilairs,  fiitfercd  me  to  wait 
for  Ibme  minutes  by  the  bar.  WHien 
I  came  to  my  company,  I  found  them 
unufuuUy  grave  and  formal;  and  one  of 
them  look  a  hint  to  turn  the  convcrfa- 
tion  upon  the  milcondufl  of  young  meiiy 
and  enlarged  upon  the  folly  of  fre<]ucni- 
ing  thecompany  of  men  of  fortune,  with- 
out hein^  able  to  riip}H>rt  the  exfKMice;  ai) 
obfcrvation  which  t\\^:  rclt  coniiibureJ 
either  to  enforce  by  re|)ctitIon,  or  to  il- 
lultratc  bv  examples.  Only  one  of  them 
triwl  to  JivcTt  tlic  diicourle,  and  cndca- 
vourcil  to  dirf«^t  luy  attention  to  remote 
t|Vicftions,  and  common  topicks, 

A  man  guilty-  of  poverty  eafdy  believes 
himliflf  fiil'p;:ctcd.  I  went,  however, 
next  morning  to  breaklall  with  him  w1k» 
appeared  ignorant  of  the  ilrift  of  the  con- 
verfation,  and  by  u  lirriw  of  enquiries, 
drawing  Itill  nearer  to  the  point,  prcvail- 
e»l  on  him,  not  pcihtps  mucli  aipinil 
his  will,  to  infuim  iiie.  thiitAL-.  Dafh, 
whofo  father vva?>  a  werihhy  attorney  near 
my  native  place,  had,  thv;  morning  be- 
for»;,  received  an  jccoun!  of  my  uncle's 
rcrt'iiTment,  and  ic  •»i;nuuc.Vc.i  his  in- 
tcllii':fnce  v.-i»h  the  u'jiiolt  indulliy  of 
grovelIin>T  ir.rjlencc. 

It  wii  i\ov/  no  li.ib^r  practicable  to 
cocifort  with  my  former  fiiinds,  unlelk 
I  wimld  be-  content  to  l.»e  uled  as  an  in- 
feiiortn It-It,  >vho  v/a-.  to  p  lyfor  his  wine 
bvmirth  ami  tlattcrv;  a  chani6Vr\vliich, 
it  I  could  not  tlVape  it,  1  refolv;d  to  eu- 
duro  only  anioi^.r  ilu>fe  who  had  never 
known  me  in  tlie  pride  of  plenty.  I 
cliangeil  my  lo  lyiii^^s,  and  frej]uenled 
the  cojft'.*  Iw.Miies  in  a  ditlln'nt  rj*jjion  of 
the  town;  where  T  w  !'•.  very  quickly  dif- 
tin;;uij}ied  by  !e'  ^lA  youv;;  gentlemen 
of  h!;;h  bir:h  and  laru;.-  c\t;.ics,  iM\d  V*t- 
gm  again  '.y  amuu  r*»v  mvjL^mgkVvoTvvjwVv 
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hopcft  of  preferment,  though  not  quite 
(b  confidenily  as  when  I  had  lei's  expe- 
rience. 

The  firftjjrentconqucft  which  this  ne^T 
ftene  enableti  metogain  over  m^'felf  was, 
M'hen  T  fubmitted  to  cont'efs  to  a  part}',who. 
in\ite<l  mo  to  an  expcnfive  divcrfion,  tliat 
myrc'\'cm!('s  Wiut  not  equal  to  fuch  gol- 
<fen  p]cali:rcs-j  ihe^'  would  not  liift^rme 
however  to  H:»Y  bcbir.i,  and  with  great 
rtluflancc !  yielded  to  I  e  treated.  I  took 
th:itoppoi-tunity<  frLCcmmendingmyfelF 
to  fomc  r.fficv  or  eir.i)lo\incnt,  which  they 
ttmnimoufly  prom ikd  to  procure  nw!  by 
their  ioint  int'jrel*. 

I  had  now  rnM»\i  into  a  ftutp  of  d"- 
|wndrncc,  and  h:ul  hopes,  or  fears,  from 
2lmc!t  every  in?n  I  liiw.  If  it  be  un- 
happy to  hive  r-nc  pt^tron,  what  ii-  his 
nifi-rv  who  Wjl'-,  r.ir.ny?  I  wi«;  obliged  to 
comply  witli  at^oui'and  caprices,  to  con- 
cur in  a  thoui-.>!'.d  foilies,  and  to  countc- 
itancc  n  tUoufav.d  crro:  *;.  I  cnd^ircd  in- 
ruiuerriMi;  niorcificitions,  if  not  from 
cruelty,  at  lead  iVom  negligence,  which 


will  creep  in  upon  the  kindef!  and  mtik 
delicate  minds,  when  they  converfe  with- 
out the  mutual  awe  of  o^ual  comlition. 
I  found  the  fpirit  and  vigour  of  liberty 
evcrv  moment  fmking  in  me,  and  a  fer- 
vile  fear  of  difpleafmg,  ftealingby  degrees 
upon  all  mv  behaviour,  tHl  no  word,  or 
look,  or  a6iion,  was  my  own.  As  the 
folicitudc  to  pleale  incrcafed,thc  power  of 
plefafing  grew  lefs,  and  I  was  always 
clouded  with  difHdcnce  where  it  was  moft 
my  intereft  and  wifh  to  (hine. 

My  patrons  confidering  me  as  belong- 
ing to  the  community,  and  therefore  not 
the  charge  of  any  particular  perfon,  made 
no  fcTupic  of  neglefting  any  opportunity 
of  promoting  mc,which  everyone  thought 
more  properly  the  bufinefs  of  anodter. 
An  account  of  my  expectations  anddif- 
appointments,  and  the  fucceedln^  viaC- 
litudes  of  my  life,  I  fhall  ^ivc  you  in  my 
fo) lowing  letter 5  which  will  be,  I  hope,  rHF 
uf-  to  fhewhow  ill  he  forms  his  fchemes 
who  expels  happinefs  without  freedom. 
I  ain,  &c. 


N^  XXVII.    TUESDAY,    JUNE  19,    1750. 

■  ■  ■  P  A  U  r  E  r>  I  F  M  MTTUESS   POTIZRE  MSTALLIS 

LI  BERT  A  T£  CARF.T.—  jr 

80   HF,  V.  HO  PovKPTY  WITH    HOftROR    VIEWS, 

WHO  SKI.1.5  Hl!»  >  R  KTDeM   IN    JTXCHANGE     FOR    rr-tPf 

(FR  FI  P  .U   Vi.H    MlNli  OF  WEALTH  1  CO  CirEATLY   80LD) 

S  H  -^  r.  T.   M  A  K  t.    F  1  t  J:  N  A  L  S  F  B  VT  T  U  1)  r    I!  in  F  A  T  I* , 

AND   FEEL   A   HAUGHTY  MASTER'S  oXlLIKO   V/EIGHT. 

FltAKCTt. 


MR.  RAMItt  ER, 

AS  it  is  natural  forever}'  man  to  think 
himfclf  of  impf*;iancc,your  know- 
Icilgv.'  of  the  world  will  incline  you  to 
forgive  me,  if  I  Imagine  vour  cuiiofity 


unlimited  profufion,  and  life  and  fortune 
were  but  :i  fcanty  facrifice  to  friendship; 
but  when  the  hour  came  at  which  any 
effort  was  to  be  made,  I  had  generally 
tJic  vexation  to   find  th:'.t  my  intereft 


fo  much  excited  by  the  toimw  jv.ut  oV     ^vL•ighcd  nothing  againll  the  fligliteft  a^ 


my  narration  as  to  mr:kc  ytiu  dclirc  that 
1  fhould  proceed  without  any  uniiercf- 
faiy  arts  of  connoi^.ion.  I  Ihrll  there- 
fore not  keep  "you  longer  in  Inch  fu- 
Ipcnie,  as  ixrrhnps  my  peifonnunce  m^y 
not  compcnlUte. 

In  the  c^y  company  with  which  I  was 
*  now  united,  I  found  tlv.jfc  allurements 
antl  dcli-hts  vvhich.ihc  fricndil.ip  of 
younjrmcn  alvravsafforilsj  there v/ao  that 
opennei's  which  iiatui  ;dly  produced  con- 
fidence, that  atf:il»iliLy  which,  in  fomc 
mciiiirc,  foftcnel  d'jj)c'ndcncc,  nnd  lliat 
ardo\'r  of  ))rofcl!lon  which  incit-.d  iiopL*. 
^V/icn  uzirhijni  v'crc  dihtci^  ^vi'ii  iner- 
riaciiT,  pronzllb'j  wci'::  poured  out  wiiii 


mufcmcnt,  and  that  cveiy  petty  avoci*' 
tlon  was  found  a  fufiicient  pica  for  con- 
tinuing me  in  uncertainly  and  want. 
Their  kindncfs  was  indeed  hnccrcj  when 
they  promifcd  they  had  no  intention  t^ 
deccivcj  but  the  fime  juvenile  warmth 
which  kindled  their  benevolence,  gave 
force  in  tlie  fame  proportion  to  every 
other  pajlion,  and  I  was  forgotten  as 
fcon  a;>  any  ncwplcafiire  lei  zed  on  their 
aiti'ntion. 

Viit^ario  told  me  one  evening,  that  all 
myp-rpicxitiL-s  fhmdd  be  Toon  at  an  end,  " 
a::d  djlircd  me  from  th.it  inlbntto  throw 
v»pc.n  h;;ii  all  caic  cf  my  foitune,  for  a 
poll  oi  cov*lLvto*JL\Ac  \'AM<t  Nri&  \Kat  daf 
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ant,  and  he  knew  hit  intereft 
>  pi-ocurc  it  in  the  morning, 
me  to  call  on  him  early,  that 
e  dreffed  fbon  enough  to  wait 
lifter  before  any  other  appli- 
ild  be  made.  I  came  as  he 
with  all  the  flame  of  gratitude; 
3ld  by  his  fenrant,  that  having 
his  lodgings,  when  he  came 
acquaintance  who  was  going 
he  had  been  perfuaded  to  ac- 
him  to  Dover,  and  that  they 
I  poii-horlcs  two  hours  before 

>nce  very  near  to  preferment  by 
icli  of  Charinus,  who  at  my  re- 
nt to  bt:g  a  place,  whicn  he 
mc  likely  to  fill  with  great  re- 

and  in  which  I  ihould  have 
poTtunities  of  promoting  his  in- 
retiim;  and  he  pleafed  himfelf 
gining  the  mutual  benefits  that 
d  confer,  and  the  advances  that 
d  make  by  our  united  ftrength. 
lercfore  he  went,  equally  warm 
ndlhip  and  ambition,  and  left 
rpare  acknowledgments  acfainft 
n.  At  length  he  came  back, 
me  that  he  had  met  in  his  way 
;oing  to  breokfaft  in  the  coun- 
the  ladies  importuned  him  too 

be  rcfufed)  and  that,  having 
c  morning  with  them,  he  was 
k  to  dref$  himfelf  for  a  ball,  to 
;  wa«  invited  for  the  evening, 
fuffcred  ieveral  diiappointments 
lors  and  periwig-nasikers,  who 
iing  to  perform  their  work  with- 
patrons  from  court;  and  once 
an  eftabliihnient  for  life  by  the 
a  lenrant,  fent  to  a  neighbour- 
to  repleniih  a  fhtifF-box. 
i  I  thought  mv  folicitude  at  an 

an  office  fell  into  the  gift  of 
miu*t  fither,  who  being  then 
nntry,  could  not  very  fpeedily 
nd  whofe  fbndnefs  would  not 
Bied  him  to  refufe  his  (on  a  lefs 
le  rtqueft.  Hippodamus  there- 
inward  with  great  expedition, 
pefked  every  hour  an  account  of 
Is.  A  long  time  I  waited  with- 
ntellieence;  but  at  laft  received 
from  Newmarket,  by  which  I 
rmed  that  the  races  were  begun, 
cw  the  vehemence  of  his  paT- 
I  well  to  imagine  that  he  could 
nlUf  his  favourite  amufement. 
viU  not  wonder  diat  I  was  at  lat 
!  the  pafronvp  of  young  jnttif 
'MS  J  found  taoB  not  gcPsnally 


to  promtie  mudi  gitster  6!elity  gs  they 
advance  in  life;  for  I  obicnred  that  wh;i 
they  gained  in  fteadinefs  they  loft  in  be- 
nevolence, and  grew  colder  to  my  inte» 
reft  as  they  became  moie  diligent  to  pro* 
mote  their  own.  I  was  convinced  &at 
their  liberality  was  only  pro^iienefs,  that 
as  chan^  directed  they  were  equally  ge« 
nerous  to  vice  and  virtue,  that  they  were 
warm  but  hecaufe  they  were  thoughtlefi, 
and  counted  the  fupport  of  a  friend  only 
amongll  other  gratifications  of  paiEon. 

My  refoludon  was  now  to  ingratiate 
myfelf  with  men  whoie  reputation  was 
fftablifhed,  whofe  high  ftations  enabled 
them  to  prefer  me,  and  whofe  ageezempt- 
ed  them  from  fudden  changes  of  tnclina-. 
tion.  I  wasconfideredasamanofpartSt 
and  therefore  eaiily  found  admiinon  to 
the  table  of  Hilarius,  the  celebrated  ora- 
tor, renowned  equallv  for  the  extent  of 
his  knowledge,  the  elegance  of  his  dic- 
tion, and  the  acutenefs  of  his  wit.  Hi- 
larius received  me  with  an  appearance  of 
ereat  fatisfafbon,  produced  to  me  all  his 
friends,  and  direftcd  to  mc  that  part  of 
his  difcourfe  in  which  he  moft  endea- 
voured to  difplay  his  imagination.  I  had 
now  learned  my  own  inteieft  enough  to 
fupply  him  opportunities  for  fmart  re- 
marks and  gay  (allies,  which  I  never  fail- 
ed to  echo  and  applaud.  Thus  I  was 
gaining  every  hour  on  his  affections,  till 
unfortunately^  when  the  afrembly  was 
more  fplendid  than  ufual,  his  dchre  of  ' 
admiration  prompted  him  to  turn  his 
raillery  upon  mc.  I  bore  it  for  fome 
time  with  mat  fubmiflion;  and  fuccefs 
encouraged  him  to  redouble  his  attacks: 
at  laft  my  vanity  prevailed  over  ray  pru- 
dence; I  retorted  his  irony  with  fuch  Ibi- 
rit,  that  Hilarius,  unaccuftomed  to  relift- 
ance,  was  difconcerted,  and  foon  found 
means  of  convincing  me  that  his  purpofe 
was  not  to  encourage  a  rival,  but  to  fof- 
ter  a  parafite. 

I  was  then  taken  into  the  familiarity 
of  Argiitio,  a  nobleman  eminent  for 
judgment  amd  criticifm.  '  He  had  con- 
tributed to  my  reputation  by  the  praifes 
which  he  had  often  beftowcd  upon  my 
writings,  in  which  he  owned  thir  there 
were  proofs  of  a  genius  that  might  riie 
to  high  degrees  of  excellence,  when  time 
or  information  had  reduced  it's  exube- 
rance. He  therefore  reijuired  me  to  con- 
fult  him  before  the  publication  of  any 
new  performance,  and  commonly  ura* 
pofed  inn\u«erabVe  aXxtraL^AOt^^)  >ii\VByi:)!>akX 
fufficient  attention  to  \\\t  zc\««^  d«fe^% 
or  regard  to  xorf  iwva^i  ^  ;\<i^%xwixfftAft 
1  'i 
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of  imaginttion.  But  thcfe  eorre^iont 
he  nevier  failed  to  prefs  as  indifpenfably  ' 
neceffaiy,  and  thought  the  leaft  delay  of 
compliance  an  aft  of  rebellion.  The 
pride  of  an  author  nuuie  this  treatment 
infuflFenible;  and  I  thought  any  tyranny 
eafier  to  be  borne  dtan  that  'wmich  took 
from  me  the  ufe  of  my  underlbnding. 

My  next  pati'on  was  Eutyches  the 
ibtemian,  wno  was  wholly  engaged  in 
publick  affairs,  and  Teemed  to  have  no 
ambition  but  to  be  powerful  and  rich. 
I  found  his  favour  more  permanent  tlian 
that  of  the  others,  for  there  was  a  cer- 
tain price  at  which  it  might  be  bought ; 
he  allowed  nothing  to  humour,  or  to  af- 
feftion,  but  was  always  ready  to  pay 
liberally  for  the  fcnrice  that  he  required . 
His  demands  were,  indeed,  very  often 
fuch  as  virtue  could  not  eafily  confcnt  to 
gi-atifyj  but  virtue  is  not  to  be  confultcd 
when  men  are  to  raife  their  fortunes  by 
the  favour  of  the  great.  His  meifurts 
vcrc  cenfured ;  I  wrote  in  his  defence. 


and  was  recompenfcd  with  a  ; 
which  the  pronts  were  never  rc< 
me  without  the  pangs  of  remc 
that  they  were  the  reward  of  wic 
a  rewaixl  which  nothing  but  tV 
(ity,  which  the  confumption  of 
efnte  in  thefe  wild  purliiit**  ha'.^ 
upon  nvc,  hindered  rne  from  i 
back  in  the  face  of  my  corn-.f 
At  this  time  my  uncle  died  \ 
will,  and  I  became  heir  to  a  fu 
tune.  I  had  rcfolution  to  thror 
fplendor  which  reproached  mc 
lelf,  and  letiic  to  an  humbler 
which  I  am  nov/  endeavourln 
cover  the  dignity  of  virtue,  an 
make  foms  I'eparatlon  for  my  c 
.follies,  by  informinu^  otheis,  > 
be  led  after  the  fame  pageants, 
are  about  to  eng;:p:c  in  a  co\irfi 
in  which  ihcy  are  to  piircha 
ihoulimd  mifcrics,  the  piivilcj 
pentancc.  I  am,  ^c. 


N^XXVin.    SATURDAY,  JUNE  23,  1750. 

IlLX  MOKS    GRAVIS  IKCUBAT, 

^lyJt    NOTUS  NIMIS  OMNIBUS, 

2CNOTUS  MORITUR  SIBl. 

StKICA. 
TO  HIM,    ALAS?    TO  HIM,    I  F  T.  A  R  , 
THE  FACE  or   DEATH  WILL  TERRIBLT.  APPEAR, 
WHO  IN  HIS   LIFE,    FLATTERING  HIS  SENSELESS  PRIDI 
BY    BEING    KNOWN  TO  ALL  THE  WORLD  BFSIDE, 
pots   NOT  HIMSELF,    WHEN  HE    IS  DYING,    ICNOW, 
NOR   WHAT  ME  IS,    NOR  WHITHER   HE's    TO  GO. 

Cowl 

carriages,  it  mav  juftly  be  c< 
that  it  is  notcafy  for  a  man  to  kr 
felf;  for  wherefocvcr we  tmn  c 
we  /hall  find  almoft  all  with  w 
convene  fo  nearly  as  to  judge 
fcntiments,  indulging  more  fa 
conceptions  of  their  own  vir 
they  have  been  able  to  impit 
others,  and  congratulating  tli 
upon  degrees  of  excellence  whi 
fondeft  admirers  cannot  allow 
have  attained. 

Thofe  reprefcntations  of  ir 
virtue  are  generally  coniidered  : 
hypocrify,  and  as  fnares  laid  fi 
doice  and  pralfe.  But  I  bcllcvi 
fplcion  often  unjuft^  thofe  who  t 
pagatt  their  owti  t^^vLXaXvoxv  • 
tend  dit  ir^-udb^  nv^c\l  ^-^ ' 


I  Have  (hewn,  in  a  life  e(Dy,  to  what 
errors  men  arc  hourly  betrayed  by 
a  miltaken  oj5inion  of  their  own  pow- 
ers, and  a  negligent  infpcflion  of  tlieir 
own  charafVcr.  But  as  I  then  con- 
fined my  obfervations  to  common  oc- 
currences, and  familiar  fcenes,  I  think 
It  proper  to  inquire,  how  far  a  nearer 
tcqriamtance  with  ourfelves  is  neceiTary 
to  cur  prefcr\'ation  from  crimes  as  well 
as  follies,  and  how  much Hchc  attentive 
ftudy  of  our  own  minds  may  contribute 
to  fecure  to  us  the  approbation  of  that 
Being  to  whom  we  are  accountable  for 
our  thoughts  and  our  aflions,  and  whofe 
favour  muft  finally  coniUtutc  our  total 
happincfs. 
h  it  he  redbnzhh  to  cflimate  the  dif- 
£euity  of  any  ent&rpnCtbj  frequent  nuf- 
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civcs  deceived  ;  for  this  failing  is 
Dt  to  number^,  who  feem  to  live 
lit  dcli^.s,  competitions,  or  pur- 
it  ipjicai-son  occaiions  which  pro- 
no  aiccirion  of  honour  or  of  profit, 
pcrJbns  from  whom  very  little  is 
hopctj  or  foared.  It  is,  indeed, 
fy  to  ttll  how  far  we  may  be  blind- 
thc  love  of  ourlelves,  when  we 
hc'.v  much  a  IcLondary  paflion 
j;iJ  our  jiul^nent,  and  how  few 
a  man.  in  the  fiiil  raptures  of  love, 
i'covcr  in  the  pcrfoii  or  conduct  of 
ItTc-ir.. 

lay  ojDcn  all  the  fourccs  from 
ei'ior  nows  in  upon  him  who  con- 
ites  liis  own  chaniftcr,  would  rc- 
norc  txail  knowledge  of  the  hu- 
cajt  than  perliaps  the  moll  acute 
.l>oi-Iovi<5  obfervers  have  acquiixid. 
hncc  fallehood  may  be  divcrfi- 
ithout  end,  it  i^  not  r.nlikely  that 
nan  admirs  an  impolture  in  fome 
:  peculiar  to  himfclf,  as  his  views 
\ten  accidentally  direded,  or  his 
jarticularly  combined. 
iL*  fallacies,  however,  there  are, 
Vcqucntly  infidious,  which  it  may, 
ts,  not  be  ufclefj  to  detect;  bccaufe 
1  thfi-y  ai-e  grofs,  they  m?.y  be  fatal, 
caiiL  nothing  but  attention  is  ne- 
'  to  I U feat.  them. 

•  fop'iilin  by  which  men  peifuadc 
Ivvs  that  they  have  thof-j  virtues 
tlu'V  really  want,  is  fvr.ned  by 
lititutioii  of  fmdea3^s  for  habits. 
Lr  who  once  relie\icd  a  friend  from 
n^l^i'r  of  a  prifon  fuftcrs  his  ima- 
3n  to  dwell  for  ever  upon  his  own 
k  generofity;  he  yields  h'«i  heait 
indipiation  at  thofe  who  aio  bhn J 
it,  or  iiifcnliblc  to  millr)',  and  who 
eafe  ihem (elves  with  ihc  enjoy- 
of  that  wealth  which  they  never 
;  othL-rs  to  paituke.  From  any 
es  of  the  world,  or  reproaches  of 
ifcience,  he  has  an  appeal  to  ac- 
nd  to  knowledge;  ancf  though  his 
life  is  a  courlL-  of  rapacity  and 
e,  he  concludes  himfclf  to  be  ten- 
d  liberal,  becaul'c  he  lus  orxc  per- 
d  an  act  of  libei-ality  and  tendcr- 

a  glafs  which  magnifies  objects  by 
proaeh  of  one  end  to  the  eye,  Icf- 
if  m  by  the  application  of  the  other, 
es  are  extenuated  bv  die  inverlioji 
It  fallacy,  bv  wh'ch  virtues  are 
ateJ,  XiofeiiuJa  which  wfcaO' 


not  conceal  from  our  own  notice,  ars 
confidered,  however  frequent,  not  as  ha- 
bitual corruptions,  or  fettled  pra£tices» 
but  as  cafual  failures,  and  fmgle  lapfes. 
A  man  who  has,  from  year  to  year,  lit  • 
his  country  to  fale,  either  for  the  grati- 
fication of  his  ambition  or  rcfentment, 
confelTes  that  the  heat  of  party  now  and 
then  betrays  the  ftvercft  virtue  to  mea- 
fures  that  cannot  be  fcrioully  defended. 
He  that  fpen^as  his  days  and  nights  in 
riot  and  debauchery,  owns  that  lus  paf« 
fions  oftentimes  overpower  his  refolu- 
tion.  But  each  comforts  himfelf  that  his 
faults  are  not  without  precedent,  for 
the  beft  and  the  wifeft  men  have  §^iven 
way  to  the  violence  of  fudden  temptations. 

There  arc  mtin  who  always  confound 
the  praifeof  goodnefs  with  the  pni£^ice» 
and  who  believe  themfelves  mild  and. 
moderate,  charitable  and  faithful,  be- 
caufe  they  have  exerted  their  eloquence 
in  commendation  of  mildnefs,  fidelity^ 
and  other  virtues.  This  is  an  error  au- 
moit  uoiverfal  among  thofe  that  converfe 
much  with  dependents,  with  fuch  whof6 
fear  or  intcrefi  diipQlcs  thun  to  a  fcem- 
ing reverence  for  any  declamation,  how- 
ever en  thufiaitick,  and  fubmidion  to  any 
boalt,  however pjiogant.  I-iavingnone  to 
recall  their  attention  to  ihcir  lives, they  rate 
theinfUvcs  by  the  Koodnefs  of  their  ojpi- 
nions,  and  forget  how  much  inoi\:  ealily 
men  may  fiiew  their  virtue  in  their  talk 
th.in  in  their  a6lion<>. 

The  tiibc  is  likewiie  very  numerous 
of  ihofc  who  regulate  the  r  lives,  net  by 
the  ftandard  of  religion,  but  tlie  inea- 
fure  of  other  men's  virtue  j  who  lull  their 
own  remorfe  with  the  remcml trance  of 
crimes  moi\i  atrccicus  than  their  owo^ 
and  ft:em  to  bt-litve  tliat  tl.ov  are  not  bad 
while  an»)tlier  can  be  found  worfe. 

For  tlcaping  ihtfj  and  a  thoudmd 
odicr  deceits  many  expedients  havo  been 
propofed.  Some  h  avc  rccomn  lended  tlie 
ti'cquciit  confultation  of  a  wife  friend  ad- 
mirxed  to  intim^^y,  and  encouraged  to 
llncerity.  But  this  app.:aA's  a  remedy bjr 
no  means  adapted  to  general  ufex  for  in 
order  to  fccurc  the  viitue  of  one,  iipre- 
fuppofcs  more  viitue  in  r.vo  than  sHrili 
general  fy  Ih:  found.  In  the  fiill,  luch 
a  deCrc  of  reclitude  and  amendment,  a» 
may  incline  him  to  hear  his  own  accufa- 
tion  from  tht.  mouth  cf  him  whom  he 
citcems,  and  by  ^hoTn,\]h&Tdoi^,VxN«'^\ 
always  hope  thai  \us  tjM\w  wt  tiu\  ^^* 
covexed  j  aad  ia  die  tecoiA  v«iic\x  u»X 
1  s,  «a\ 
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a»»d  houcfty,  as  wll!  make  him  content 
for  his .  frici>d's  advantage  to  loic  his 
kindntrfs. 

A  long  life  may  be  paffed  without 
finding  a  friend  in  whole  underiiandinc 
and  virtue  we  can  equally  confide,  and 
whofe  opinion  we  can  value  at  once  for 
if  s  juftnefs  and  rmcerity.  A  weak  man, 
however  honcft,  is  not  qualified  to  judge. 
A  man  of  the  world,  however  penetrat- 
ing, is  not  fit  to  counfel.  Friends  are 
often  choien  for  fimilitude  of  manners, 
and  therefore  each  palliates  the  other^'s 
faiUngs,  becaufe  they  are  his  own. 
FHcnds  arc  tender,  and  unwilling  to 
cive  pain ;  or  they  are  intereiled,  and 
tearful  to  offend. 

Thefe  objeAions  have  inclined  others 
to  advife,  that  he  who  would  know  him- 
ielf  (hould  confulthis  enemies,  remem- 
ber the  reproaches  that  are  vented  to  his 
£atc,  and  iiften  for  the  cenfures  that  are 
uttered  in  private.  For  his  great  bufinefs 
is  to  know  his  faults5  and  thofe  mali^^. 
ttity  will  diicovcr,  and  refentment  will 
refeal.  But  this  precept  may  be  often 
fruftrated;  for  it  leldom  happens  that 
rivals  or  opponents  are  fuffered  to  come 
near  enough  to  know  our  conduf^  with 
fo  nrach  exaOnefs  as  that  confcience 
'4ionId  allow  and  reflet  the  accufation. 
The  charge  of  an  enemy  ispften  totally 
falie,  and  commonly  fo  mingled  with 
ialiehood,  that  the  mind  takes  advantasre 
from  the  failure  of  one  part  to  difcre Jit 
the  reft,  and  never  fuffers  any  di(hu-b- 
ancc  afterward  from  fuch  partial  reports. 
Yet  it  feems  that  enemies  have  been 
alwayfv  found  by  experience  the  moft 
fuithful  monitonr ;  for  adverfit)'  has  ever 
been  confidered  as  the-  ftate  in  which  a 
man  moft  eafily  becomes  acquainted  with 
liimfelf,  and  this  efFe£l  it  mutl  produce 
,  by  withdrawing  flatterers,  wholi^  bufi- 
nefs is  to  hide  our  weakneflcs  from  us, 
or  by  giving  loole  to  malice,  and  licence 
to  reproach  ;  or  at  leaft  by  cutting  off 
tholl*  pleafures  which  called  us  away 
from  meditation  on  o^ir  own  condu6l, 
and  rcprefling  that  pride  which  too  eafir^ 
ly  periiiades  us  that  we  merit  whatever  . 
ve  enjoy.  ^ 

part  of  thefe  benefits  it  is  in  every 
inan  s  power  to  procure  to  himfelf,  by 
^figning  proper  portions  of  his  life  to 
the  examination  of  the  reft,  and  by  put- 
ting himlclf  frequently  in  fiich  a  fitua- 
^ion,  by  retirement  and  abftraftion,  as 
^3j^  iviaken  the  infiuciici  ol  oxtenKil  cb- 
0/9^2^^  By  thispra^kc  he  may  obuua  the 


folitude  of  adi'crfi*y  without  it's  mehn- 
choly,  it's  inltniAions  without  it's  cen- 
fures, and  it's  fenfibility  without  it's 
perturbations. 

The  neceflity  of  fetting  the  world  at 
a  dillance  from  us,  when  wc  are  to  take 
a  furvey  of  ourfclves,  has  fcnt  many 
from  high  llations  to  tiic  le verities  of  a 
monallick  life;  and,  indeed,  evcr\-  man 
deeply  engaged  in  bufinefs,  if  all  res^ard 
to  another  iUte  be  not  extinguiflied» 
muft  have  the  conviftion,  though  per- 
haps not  therefolution,  of  Valdeflo,  who, 
when  he  folicited  Charles  the  Fifth  to 
difmifs  him,  being  afkcd  whether  he 
retired  upon  difguft,  anfwered  that  he 
laid  down  his  commiffion  for  no  other 
reafi)n  but  becaufe  there  cagbt-fo  bejhct 
time  for  fiber  refleSiion  bet -ween  the  Iij4 
of  afoliier  and  bis  death. 

There  are  few  conditions  which  do 
not  entangle  us  with  liiblunary  hopc^s 
and  fears,  from  which  it  is  ncceflary  to 
l>e  at  intervals  diftncumbered,  that  we 
may  place  om-lclves  in  his  prefcnce  who 
views  effefts  in  their  caufes,  and  anions 
in  their  motives;  that  we  may,  as  Chil- 
lingworth  expreifes  it,  confider  things 
as  if  tliere  were  no  other  beings  in  the 
world  but  God  and  ourlelves ;  or,  *  to 
ufe  language  yet  more  awful,  may  com- 
enutie  nviib  our  oivn  hearts^  and  beflilU 

Death,  fays  Seneca,  falls  heavy  upon 
him  who  is  too  much  known  to  others, 
and  too  little  to  himielf :  and  Pontanus, 
a  man  celebrated  among  the  early  rel^or- 
ers  of  literature,  thought  the  ftudy  of  our 
own  hearts  of  fo  much  importance,  xhat 
he  has  recommended  it  from  his  tomb. 

*  Sum   Joannes  Jovxanus     Pontaitus^ 
«  quern  amorverunt  bona  fnuftty  fufpexe^ 

*  runt  viri  probiy  honefiamerunt  reges 

*  domini'y  jamfcis  qui  Jim ^  ^vel  qui  po- 

*  tiusfuerim-y  ego  vero  te,  ho/pej,  nof- 

*  cere  in  tenebris  nequeoy  fed  teipfum  ut 

*  Hofcas  r»jTP.— I  am  Pontanus,  beloved 
'  by  the  powers  of  literature,  admired 

*  by  men  of  worth,  and  dignified  by  the 

<  monarcfis  of  the  world.  Thou  know* 

*  eft  now  who  I  am,  or  more  properly 

*  who  I  was.  For  thee,  ftranger,  I  who 

<  mi  in  darknefs  cannot  ki>ow  thee;  but 

*  I  intreat  thee  to  know  thyfclf .' 

I  hope  every  reader  of  this  paper  wJU 
confider  himfelf  as  engaged  to  the  obfer- 
vation  *of  a  precept,  which  the  wifdom 
and  virtue  ot  all  ages  have  concurred  to 
enforce;  a  precept  dictated  by  philofo- 
phers,  inculcatea  by  posts,  and  ratified 
by  i9a&ti% 
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rnuDBM  ruTcii  TiMfoms  exitum 

CALIGIKOSA  NOCT£  PRKMIT    PLUS, 
KIDCTq,VX  SI  MORTALIii  ULTRA 

r^s-r.EMDET „^,^ 

»VT  C01>  HAS  WlJEt.Y  HID   FROM  HUMAN  SIGHT 

THE    DARK   P  KCR  E  ES  OT  F  U  T  U  R  E    FATE, 
AND  snUN   THEIt   SEEDS   IN   UEP  TH  OP  NKHT; 
HE    rAUCHt  AT  ALL    THE  GIPDY  TURNS  OF  STATE, 
WHEN  MORTALS  SEAECM  TOO  kOON,    AND  FEAR   TOO  LATI* 
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THERE  is  notning  recommemlcd 
TPiih  grratcr  frequtxicy  ainonfr  the 
pyer  pofis  of  antiquity »  than  the  fc- 
cure  poircOian  of  th«  preicnc  hour,  and 
thrdiimiffion  of  all  the  caiTS  which  in- 
trude upon  our  quiet»  or  hinder,  hy  im- 
portunati:  pcrturlMUJoiis,  the  enjoyment 
et  thoTe  drlighrs  which  our  condition 
happen*  to  ttt  before  us. 

The  anciioit  poct«  arc,  indeed,  by 
CO  means  uneEceptionabie  tcachci'^  (;f 
moraiiiy^  their  precepts  are  to  be  al- 
ways coufKlered  as  the  fallies  of  a  ge- 
r.iQs  intent  rather  upon  giving  plealiii-c 
rbu  inllruAion,  eager  to  take  every  ad- 
vantage of  inlinuation;  and,  provided 
('»  paflkms  can  be  engaged  on  iCs  lidc^ 
\KY  iittic  (blicitous  about  tlie  fuflrage 
urcaioii. 

The  darknefA  and  uncertainty  through 
vHich  the  heathens  were  compel  icil  to 
wander  in  t!ie  purfuit  ot'  happincls,  may 
indeed  be  alleged  as  an  excuie  fur  many 
(if  their  fcducing  invitations  to  imme- 
^\itt  enjoyiuent,  which  the  moderns,  by 
whom  they  have  been  imitated,  have  not 
to  plead.  It  is  no  wonder  tliat  fuch  as 
hid  DO  promiie  of  another  ftate  (hould 
r^riy  turn  their  thoughts  upon  the  im- 
prbvcment  of  that  which  was  before 
(beni{  but  fureiy  thole  who  are  ac- 
<|ttain&ed  with  the  hopes  and  fears  of 
eternity  mi^  think  it  necei&ry  to  put 
Sumt  reftnunt  upon  their  imaffination* 
Md  reflefi,  that  by  echoing  the  longs 
of  the  ancient  bacchanals,  and  ti-ani- 
uittiiig  the  maxims  of  palt  debauchery, 
iKej  doc  only  prove  that  thOT  want  t% 
frcDtion,  but  vulue,  and  fiifiiHit  to  OH 
firvilit^  o£  iaiitatioD  only  to  copy  that 
fit  which  the  writer,  if  he  was  to  live 
BOW,  wmiU  often  be  »lhaiiied. 

Vet  as  the  erron  and  follies  of  a 
gxatt  gfisuuB  are  ieidom  without  fomc  rz- 
dutiaaB  cf  tatierMaadJnf,   by  which 

minds  m2y  he  enhghtcucd,  the 

iojiJcstjfurezre,  in  cbofe  au- 


Drydzw; 

tl»or<5,  generally  mingled  with  fuch  re- 
flcitions  upon  life,  as  well  dclerve  to  b« 
coniideird  diftin6lly  from  the  purpofes 
for  which  they  are  produced,  and  to  be 
trcafured  up  as  the  letded  conclufions  of 
extenfive  obfer\'ati&n,  acute  fagacity,  and 
mature  cxpeiience. 

It  is  not  without  true  judgment  th|i 
on  thtic  occaiionk  they  often  warn  tlMP-  , 
readei  s  agaitiit  enquiries  into  6iturity, 
and  iblicitiidea1>out  events  which  lie  hid 
in  cauifd  yet  una^ivc,  and  which  time 
has  not  brought  forward  into  the  view 
of  realbn.  An  idle  and  thoiightlefs  re- 
lignarion  to  chance,  witliout  any  ftnig- 
gle  againrt  calamity,  or  endeavour  after 
advantage,  is  indeed  below  the  dignity 
of  a  realbnable  being,  in  whole  power 
Providence  has  put  a  great  part  even  of 
his  preient  happinei's;  but  it  (hews  an 
equal  ignorance  of  our  proper fphere,  to 
h■.^l•nls  our  thoughts  with  conjectures 
about  things  not  y^^^t  in  being.  How 
can  we  regulate  eveiUs  of  which  we  ytt 
k'.iow  not  wlicilier  they  will  ever  hap- 
pen? And  whyHiouldwe  thinkrwitli 
painful  anxiety,  about  tiiaton  which  our 
thoughts  can  have  no  influence? 

It  is  a  maxim  commonly  receivetf, 
that  a  wife  man  is  never  fiirprifed;  aiui^ 
perhaps,  this  exen\p*Jon  from  aftonilh- 
ment  may  be  imagined  to  proceed  from 
fuch  a  profpei>  into  futurity,  as  ijave 
previous  intimation  of  tliole  evils  which 
often  fall  uncxpe6ted  ujjon  others  that 
have  lefs  foreiighi.  But  the  truth  is, 
that  things  to  come,  except  ^^hen  they 
approach  ven- ne:irly,  aie  eoually  hidden 
from  men  of  aii  decrees  of  underftand- 
ing;  and  if  a  wile  man  is  not  amazed  at 
fudden  occurrences,  it  is  not  that  he  has 
thought  more,  but  Icfs  upon  futurity.  He 
never  confidered  things  not  yet  exiting 
as  the  proper  objcfls  of  \\\s  ;i\.UivVvoTv\Vi 
nei'cr  indulged  dreams  \\\\  Vie  W2i&  ^cc^vn  - 
0(1  by  their  phantonis,  nor  tvet  t«a\'vit\ 
aonentitivi    to  hU  xniivd,      Hti  xs  ^o\ 
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ftirprifcd  bccaufe  he  is  jiot  difappointed, 
and  hecfcapcs  difappointmcnt  becaufc 
he  nc\'cij  forms  anv  cxpe£bitions. 

The  foncern  about  things  to  come, 
that  isfo juftly  ccnfurcd,  is  not  Ae  refult 
of  thofc  general  rcfteftions  en  the  vari- 
ablencls  of  fortune,  the  uncertainty  of 
life,  and  the  univerfal  infccuritv  of  all 
fhiiman  acqiilfitionR,  whlcli  muft  always 
be  fuggefted  by  the  view  of  the  world; 
but  fuch  a  dcfponding  anticipation  of 
misfortune,  as  fixes  the  mind  upon 
fcenes  of  gloom  and  melanclioly,  and 
makes  fear  predominant  in  ever)'  ima- 
gination. 

Anxitly  of  this  kind  is  nearly  of  the 
fame  nature  wth  jealoufy  in  love,  and 
fufpicion  in  the  general  commerce  of 
life;  a  temper  %\'h{ch  keeps  the  man  al- 
ways in  alarms,  dilpofes  him  to  judge 
of  every  thing  in  a  manner  that  leaft  fa- 
HiBurs  his  own  quiet,  fills  him  with  pcr- 
pOual  ftratagems  of  countera^lion,  wears 
nim  out  in  fchemes  to  obviate  evils  which 
never  tlireatcned  him,  and  at  length  per- 
haps contributes  to  the  produ6lion  of 
thole  mifchicfs  of  which  it  had  raifcd 
fnch  dreadful  apprehenfions. 

It  has  been  uiua!  in  all  ages  for  mo- 
ralifts  to  rcprcfs  the  fwellings  of  vain 
hope  by  i-cprefentations  of  the  innume- 
rable caiualtics  to  which  life  is  fubje^l, 
and  by  indances  of  the  unexpefted  de- 
feat ct  the  wifeft  fchemes  of  j>olicy,  and 
liidden  fubvcrfions  of  the  higheft  emi- 
nences of  greatnefs.  ■  It  has,  perhaps, 
not  been  en u ally  obrv.'i*vcd,  that  all 
thefe  examples  aftord  the  proper  an^dote 
to  fear  as  well  as  to  hope,  and  m:iv  be 
applied  with  no  Icfs  efficacy  as  conlbla- 
tions  to  the  timorous,  than  as  rcltraints 
to  the  proud. 

.  Evil  is  uncertain  in  the  fame  degree 
as  good ;  and  for  the  reafon  that  wc 
ought  not  to  hope  too  fecurcly,  we  ought 
itot  to  fear  with  too  much  dejedlion. 
The  ftate  of  tlie  world  is  continually 
changing,  and  none  c?.n  tell  the  refult  of 
the  next  viciflitude.  Whatever  is  afloat 
in  the  ftream  of  time,  may,  when  it  is 
rery  near  us,  be  driven  away  by  an  ac- 
cidental blaft,  which  lliall  happen  to 
crofs  the  general  comfe  of  the  cun-ent. 
The  fudden  accidents  by  which  the  pow- 
erful are  deprefled,  may  fall  upon  thole 
whofc  malice  wc  fear  5  and  the  greatnefs 
by  which  we  expert  to  be  overborn  may 
become  another  proof  of  the  falfc  flat- 
teries of  fortune.  Our  enemies  may  bc- 
came  weak,  otvfc  grow  Arong,  bcfoir 


our  encounter;  or  we  may  adrj 
gainll  each  other  without  ever  m 
There  ai-e,  indeed,  natural  evils 
wc  can  flatter  ourfelves  with  no 
of  efcaning,  and  with  little  of  de 
but  or  the  ills  which  are  appro 
frcm  human  malignity,  or  the 
tion  of  rival  intcrrlls,  we  may 
alleviate  the  terror  by  confulcrir 
our  pcrfecutors  arc  weak  and  ig 
and  mortal  like  ourfelves. 

The  misfortunes  which  ai  ife  f 
concurrence  of  unhappy  incident 
never  be  fuffcrcd  to  diltui  b  us  bif( 
happen ;  becaufe,  if  the  brcaft  1 
laid  open  to  the  dread  of  nitre 
lities  of  miferi',  life  muft  be  givei 
to  difmahblicitude,  and  quiet  mul 
for  ever. 

It  is  remarked  by  old  Cornai 
it  is  abfurd  to  be  afraid  of  the 
diiTohition  of  the  body ;  bccaufe 
certainly  happt-n,  and  can  by  no 
or  artifice  be  avoided.  Whet] 
fentiment  be  entirely  juft,  I  (hall 
amine;  but  certainly,  if  it  be  ii 
to  fcir  events  which  muft  happ< 
yet  more  evidently  contrary  to  ri; 
ion  to  fear  thofe  which  may  nev 
pen,  and  which,  if  they  Ihoul 
upon  us,  wc  cannot  refift. 

As  we  ought  not  to  give  way 
any  more  than  indulgence  to  he 
caufc  the  obief^s  both  of  fear  a 
are  yet  uncertain,  fo  we  oughl 
tnift  the  rcprefeutations  of  one  m 
of  the  other,  bccaufe  they  arc  botV 
falhcious;  as  hope  enlarges  ha 
fear  ag«rravate«  calamity.  It  i 
rally  allowed,  that  no  man  ev< 
the  happinels  of  poflefliion  projx 
to  that  cxpeilation  which  incite< 
frrcy  and  invigorated  his  purluit ; 
any  man  found  the  evils  of  lif 
midable  in  reality,  as  they  were  <i 
to  him  by  his  own  imaginatior 
fpecies  of  diftrcfe  brings  with  it  1 
adiar  fupports,  fome  unfore(ee 
of  refilling,  or  power  of  enduring 
lor  juftly  blames  fome  pious  perfc 
indulge  thoir  fancies  too  much,  1 

t,  hrihB  force  of  imagin: 
acevtte  ancient  mart)Ts : 
^,  and  qu^ion  the  validity 
own  faithy''wcaufe  they  flirin 
thoughts  of  flames  and  tortiir 
^/  fays  he,-  *  fufticient  that 
'•  able  to'cncotfnter  the  temptatio 
*  nowaflkuhyou;  when  God  ftn 
**4e  may  fend  ftrength/ 
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a-  is  in  itfelf  painful;  and,  when 
c&  not  to  fafety,  is  painful  with- 
Every  confidention,  therefore, 
I  grounJlcft  terrors  may  be  re- 
idds  fomctbing  to  human  hap- 
It  is  likewife  not  unworthy  of 
that  In  proportion  as  our  cares 
oytd  upon  the  fuiure,  they  are 


abftra  fled  from  ihc  prcfcnt,  from  the  only 
time  which  we  can  call  om-  own;  and  of 
which,  if  we  neglect  the  duties  to  make 
provifion  againlt  viiionaiy  attacks,  we 
Ihall  certainly  countcra6l  our  own  pur- 
pofei  for  he,  doubtlels,  millakeshis  true 
mtereil,  who  thinks  that  he  can  inaeafe 
his  fafety  when  he  impairs  his  vii  lue. 


N«>XXX.    SATURDAY,   JUNE  30,  1750- 


-VULTTJS  VCI    Tl'VS 


ArrrisiT  poruto,  cratior  it  sizs, 

XT    SOLIS    MZLIUS    NIT£NT.  „ 

WHCNC^XR    THY    COUNTZNANCK    DIVINZ 
TH'    ATTINPAKT    PKOPLE    CHirKS, 

THZ    CINIAL    SUNS    MORE    RADIANT    SHXNZ, 
THK    DAY    MORS    GLA1>   iVrPEARS. 


RAMBLZt, 

11  RE  are  few  taOcs  more  un- 
Uef ul  than  for  per  ions  of  mo- 
peak  their  own  prail'es .  In  fome 
wvever,  this  mult  be  done  for  the 
rood;  and  a  generous  fpirit  will 
cccalions  aflert  it's  merit,  and 
;  itlcif  with  becoming  warmth- 
rcumilances.  Sir,  aie  very  hard 
licU-.  Could  the  world  be  brought 
Tie  as  I  dcferve,  it  would  be  a 
benefit.  This  makes  mc  ajiply 
that  my  cafe  being  fairly  ftated 
ZT  io  generally  eileemcd,  I  may 
longer  from  ignorant  and  child - 
dices. 

ider  brother  was  a  Jew.  A  veiy 
)lc  perfon,  but  fomrwhat  aullcre 
lanner:  highly  and  defei-vcdly 
oy  his  near  relations  and  inti- 
ut  utterly  unfit  for  mixing  in  a 
>cicty,  or  gaining  a  general  ac- 
ice  among  mankind.  In  a  ve- 
ddagc  he  retired  from  the  world, 
the  bloom  of  youth  came  into 
-eding  him  in  all  his  dignities; 
aed,  as  I  might  reafonably  Ratter 
to  be  the  obje£l  of  univerfal  love 
an.  Joy  and  gladncfs  were  born 
e;  chcerfulnels,  good-humour, 
rvolcivce,  always  attended  and  ^- 
ny  infancy.  That  time  is  la|g 
\o  long,  that  idle  iwginat^p 
to  fancy  me  wrinlded,  old,  and 
ablc^  but,  unlcfs  my  looking- 
ceives  me,  I  have  not  yet  lo.'l 
rni,  one  beauty  of  my  earlieft 
However,  thus  far  Is  too  ceitaiOy 
evay  hodyjuSk  what  flicjr  chule 
mc,  lb  th2t  to  very  few  I  ap* 
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pear  in  my  right  (hape ;  and,  though 
naturally  I  am  the  friend  of  human  kind, 
to  few,  very  few  comparatively,  am  I  u(c- 
ful  or  agreeable. 

This  is  tlie  more  grievous,  as  it  is 
utterly  impnfTible  for  roc  to  avoid  bcinjj 
in  all  forts  of  places  and  companies  5  and 
I  am  therefore  liable  to  meet  with  per- 
petual aft'ronts  and  injuries.  Though  I 
have  as  natural  an  antipathy  to  cards  and 
dice,  as  forac  people  have  to  a  cat,  man^r 
and  many  an  aflembly  am  I  forced  to 
endure;  and,  though  reft  and  compo- 
fure  aie  my  peculiar  joy,  am  worn  out 
a!id  haraflld  to  death  with  joumies  by 
men  and  women  of  quality,  who  nefw 
take  one  hut  wlien  I  can  he  of  the  party. 
Sujni',  on  a  contrarj'  cxtivmc,  will  never 
recede  me  but  in  be<i,  where  they  ipend 
at  leail  half  of  the  time  I  ha\'c  to  (Uy 
with  them;  and^others are  fomonftixnif- 
ly  ilUbred  as  to  take  phyfick  on  p\ir- 
pofe  when  they  have  reaion  to  cxpe6l  me. 
rholc  who  keep  upon  terms  of  mone 
politenefs  with  me,  are  generally  fo  cold 
and  conlb^ined  in  their  behaviour,  thit 
I  cannot  but  perceive  myfelf  an  unwel- 
come guell ;  and  even  among  perfons  de- 
fending of  cllcem,  and  who  certainly  liai^ 
a  value  forme,  it  is  too  evident  that,  ge- 
nerally, whenever  I  come  I  throw  a  dnl- 
ncfs  over  the  whole  company,  that  I  am 
entertained  with  a  formal  ftiff  civility, 
and  that  ttity  are  glad  when  I  am  faixiy 
gone. 

How  bitter  rouft  this  kind  of  reoep- 
tion  be  to  one  formed  to  infpire  delight^ 
admiratioB,  and  \ovt\  To  tm^  cK^iWi 
of  aufwaiug  ^xA  rcwLiAxtv^^  ^ptaxA 
warmth  uid^ic^^  ui  fesi\ae^t^ 
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I  vvas  bred  up  smonc:  a  ftt  of  ex  -el- 
Itnt  people,  who  aflctSlionately  loved  me, 
and  treated  me  with  the  \itmoii  hoiio^ir 
and  rcfpeft.  It  would  he  tc.-iious  to  re- 
late the  variety  of  my  «dvcnrureG,  and 
ilrange  vicilfitudesof  my  fortune  in  many 
different  countries.  Here-  in  Enpjiind 
there  was  a  tlinc  when  1  lived  acrorcU 
ing  to  my  hcaifs  dciire.  Wlytnevcv  I 
a|>peared,  publick  ;iiremblits  appointed 
for  jTiy  ixxtption  were  crow  vied  with  pcr- 
ibns  of  quality  anti  faihion,  early  drell 
85  for  a  court,  to  pay  mc  tficir  devoirs. 
ChccrfuUiofpitality  every  whci-ccrowmd 
my  board,  and  I  was  looked  uiwn  in 
rver)-  country  parifh  as  a  kind  or  locial 
bond  between  ll:e  Iquirj,  the  p;*rii.in,  and 
the  Icnanis.  The  laborious  poor  every 
where  blcft  my  appearance :  ihey  do  fo 
fiill,  and  keep  ttieir  bell  clouths  to  do 
me  honour ;  though  as  much  as  I  de- 
light in  the  honeflcouritry-folks,  thv»y  do 
now  and  then  throw  a  pot  of  ale  at  my 
head,  and  fomctimcs  an  unlucky  boy  will 
cLive  his  cricket-ball  full  in  my  face. 

Even  in  thefe  my  bcil  days  there  were 
imfons  who  thoupfht  mc  too  demure  and 
grave.  I  mufl,  torfooth,  by  all  mcanj 
he  inftmfled  by  foreig^n  maimers,  and 
taught  to  dance  and  play.  This  mcthmi 
of  education  was  fo  contrary  to  my  ge- 
nius, formed  for  much  nobler  entertain- 
ments, that  it  did  not  fucceed  at  all. 

I  fell  next  into  the  hands  of  a  very 
drfferent  fet.  They  were  fo  cxccflTivcly 
fcandalized  at  the  gaiety  of  my  appear- 
ance, as  not  only  to  defiHiil  me  of  the  fo- 
JTcigii  fopperies,  the  paint  and  the  patches 
tfiat  had  \yccn  tricked  out  with  by  my 
iaft  misjudging  tutors,  but  they  robbed 
me  of  every  innocent  ornament  I  had 
from  my  infancy  been  ufcd  to  gather  in 
.the  fields  and  gardens ;  nay,  the>'  blackc<i 
my  face,  and  covered  me  all  over  with 
a  nabit  of  mourning,  and  that  too  veiy 
coarfe  and  awkward.  I  was  now  ob- 
liged to  rpc-nd  my  whole  life  in  hearing 
Srrmons;  nor  permitU:d  fo  much  as  to 
linile  upon  any  occafion. 

In  this  melancholy  difguife  I  became 
a  ]>crfc6l  bugbtar  to  all  chiluren  and 
young  folks.  Wherever  I  came  there 
11-3 s  a  general  hu/h,  and  immediate  (top 
to  all  pleafantnefs  of  look  or  difrourfe ; 
and  not  being  permitted  to  talk  with 
them  in  my  own  language  at  that  time, 
they  took  fuch  a  difpift  to  mc  in  thnfe 
tedious  hours  of  yawninc,  that  havir.p 
traaiinktcd  it  to  t/ieir  diildrcny  I  cannot 
4^fr  t^  iicardg  though  it  ii  long  iinuc  I 
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hrvf  recovered  my  ni*unt  for? 
piirirmrr  lone  of  voice.  Wou! 
mit  receive  my  vifi's  kindK-,  an 
to  what  I  rovM  tell  th;.-in— let 
it  without  vanity— how  c'laiTi 
companion  Hiould  [  be!  to  evt 
could  I  talk  oTi  the  Oi'n'ccrs  mo 
rs.^iu^  and  moil  picaili:;;.  W 
great  and  unihitioui  I  \vi)\\\  \  d 
of  hunoui^  aiul  advincei.icrit'?, 
tindions  to  which  tl»*.-'v}K»L'*vvoi  i- 
be  wiincf: ,  of  unenvicd  f!i;;i:it ;:f  ; 
rablc  pn;  fer mi,  '^ :  i .  To  1 1 .  j  r icl 1 1 
tell  of  inexhauitii-vlc  txe;uiMes,  a 
fuic  method  to  aitjin  ih^m.  I 
teach  them  to  put  out  tlL.rr  r.^on-f) 
belt  iiitcreil:;  i^nd  inili^tlr  the  k 
pleafure  hov/  to  iucuie  and  inn-mo 
the  highrlt  degicv-  The  beauty 
learn  of  mc  liow  to  prcferve  an  c 
ing  bloom.  To  tiie  afTIidfrd  I  wn 
mini  iter  comfoit,  and  rebxatioi 
bulv. 

As  I  dai-e  promife  m>felf  y< 
atlclt  the  truth  of  all  I  liavc  ad- 
thei-e  is  no  doubt  but  mniiy  will 
firous  of  improving  thcii  acqua 
with  me}  and  that  I  may  i»ot  be  t 
too  didiciilt,  J  will  tell  vou,  ir 
how  I  wifh  tor  be  received. 

You  muft  know,  [  equally  h: 
idlcnefs  and  hurry.  I  would  ever 
be  welcomed,  at  a  tolerably  earl 
with  decent  good  -  humour  anci  mi 
I  mu(^  be  attended  in  the  great  ha 
culiarly  appropi  iateil  tome  with  ; 
but  I  do  not  infill  upon  finery^  pi 
of  appearance,  and  periefl  neat: 
all  I  require.  I  mud  at  dinner  be 
with  a  temixrrate,  but  checrfu 
meal  j  both  the  neighbours  and  t 
(houhl  be  the  better  for  me.  Soi 
I  mull  have  tetc-a-tetc  with  my  k 
tcitainers,  and  the  reft  of  my  vifit 
be  {ytent  in  pleafant  walks  and 
among  fcts  of  agreeable  people, 
difcourfc  as  I  fliall  naturaiiy  di^ 
in  reading  fume  few  feleflcd  out  < 
mniibejiei's  booki»  that  are  dedic 
me^  and  go  by  my  name.  A  nan 
aljiK*  as  the  world  thmds  at 
l^kes  them  oftener  thrown  afi 
Wen  up.  As  thole  converfatic 
books  (hould  be  both  well  cbc 
Ctve  ibmc  advice  on  that  head  m 
ubly  fumifli  you  with  a  future 
aikf  any  thing  you  (hall  offer  on 
half  wdl  be  of  great  fervice  U 
Mr.  Kam\>Wi,  vo\xi  i;i^!^l>A  Ivv 
1ifp:vant|  '  ^ 
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OUGH  the  fallibility  of  man's 
c^a^on,  and  the  narrownefs  of  his 
dge,  are  very  liberally  confeflcd, 
condu^l  of  thofe  who  fo  wiliing- 
it  the  wcaknefs  of  human  n:iture, 
:o  difcem  that  this  acknowledg- 
i  not  altogether  fincere ;  at  Icaft, 
jft  nuke  It  with  a  tacit  referve  in 
lyfthcmlclves,  and  that  with  what- 
fc  they  give  up  the  claim  of  their 
3urs,  they  are  dcfirous  of  bciqg 
t  exempt  from  faults  in  their  own 
I,  and  m>m  error  in  their  opinions, 
certain  and  obftinatf^oppofition, 
we  may  obfcrve  made  to  confnta- 
iwcver  clear,  and  to  reproof,  bow- 
lder, is  an  undoubted  argument, 
nc  dormant  privilege  is  thought 
ttackcd;  for  a<  no  man  can  lofe 
e  neither  pofleife'?,  nor  imagines 
to  poffefs,  or  be  defrauded  of  that 
h  he  has  no  right,  it  is  reafonable 
ofc  that  thofe  who  break  out  into 
the  foftcft  contradiction,  or  the 
k  cenfure,  fmcc  they  apparently 
le  themfelves  injured,  muft  fancy 
icient  immunity  violated,  or  fome 
prerogative  mvaded.  To  be 
n,  if  they  thought  thamfdves  li- 
midaJce,  could  not  be  confidcred 
r  (hameful  or  wonderful,  and  they 
lot  receive  with  fo  much  emotion 
encc  wSich  only  infonncd  them 
t  they  knew  before,  nor  ftiiigglc 
ch  eam^ftncfs  againll  an  attack 
srived  them  of  nothing  to  wliich 
Id  themfeivei  entitled, 
related  of  one  of  the  philofophei-s, 
en  an  account  was  brought  him  of 
s  death,  he  received  it  only  with 
left  ion— *  I  knew  that  my  fon 
nortsl/  He  that  is  convinced  of 
r,  if  he  had  the  fanoc  knowledge 
>wn  weaknefs,  would,  inltead  of 
g  for  artiiices,  and  brood ine  ma- 
only  regard  fuch  ovcrdghts  at 
ench^  of  humanity,  saia  pacir 
•If  with  conHdering  that  he  had 
wwa  wan  to  be  a  SimbJ^^cing, 


Elphinston* 

If  it  be  true  that  moft  of  our  pafliom 
arc  excited  by  the  novelty  of  obje^s,there 
is  little  rea(on  for  doubting  that  to >e 
confidered  as  fubjcfl  to  fallacies  of  ra» 
tiocination,orimperfe£lion  of  knowledge, 
is  to  a  great  pait  of  mankind  entirely 
new;  for  it  is  unpoflible  to  fall  into  any 
company  where  there  is  not  fome  rcgu* 
lar  and  eftablifhed  fubordination,  with- 
out finding  rage  and  vehemence  produced 
only  by  difference  of  fentiments  about 
things  in  which  neither  of  the  difputants 
have  any  other  intereft  than  what- pro- 
ceeds from  their  mutual  unwillingnefs  to 
give  way  to  any  opinion  that  may  bring 
upon  them  the  dilgracc  of  being  wrone, 

I  have  heard  of  one,  that,  having  ad- 
vanced fome  erroneous  dofbines  in  phi- 
lofophy,  refufcd  to  fee  the  experiments  by 
which  they  were  confuted:  and  the  ob- 
fervation  of  every  day  will  give  new 
proofs  with  how  much  induftry  fubtcr* 
fuges  and  evaficns  are  fought  to  decline 
the  preflure  of  refiftleis  ar^ments,  how 
often  the  (late  of  the  queftion  is  altered, 
how  often  the  antagonift  is  wilfully 
mifi^prefented,  and  in  how  much  per- 
plexity the  cleared  pofitions  aj-c  involved 
by  thofe  whom  they  ha]^>en  to  oppofe. 

Of  all  mortals,  none  fecm  to  have 
been  moi^e  infected  with  this  fpccics  of 
vanity  th^n  the  race  of  writers,  whofo 
reputation  arifmg  folely  from  their  un- 
dtrlbnding,  gives  them  a  very  delicate 
ftnfibility  of  any  violence  attempted  on 
their  literary'  honour.  It  is  not  un- 
pieafmg  to  remark  v/ith  what  folicitude 
Xtitn  of  acknowledged  abilities  will  enr 
deavour  to  palliate  abfurditics  and  re- 
concile  contradi^ions,  only  to  obviate 
criticifms  to  which  all  human  perform- 
ances muft  ever  hi  cxpofcd,  and  from 
which  tlicy  can  never  fuffer,  hut  whca 
they  teach  the  world,  by  a  vain  and  ri- 
diculous impatience,  to  tl\ink  them  of 
imnortance. 

biydcn,  whofc  vrancitK  o^  ^ayvc^j  ^tA 
haitc  of  compofitlon  very  ttt^\virca^^\vw- 
jied  him  iuto  inaccuwvta,  Y^viVvovr 
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fflf  fomctlmes  expofed  to  ridicule  for 
having  faid  in  one  of  his  tragedies — 
I  fullow  fate,  which  doci  too  faft  purfue. 

That  no  man  could  at  once  follow  and 
be  followed,  was,  it  may  be  thought,  too 
plain  to  be  long  difputed;  and  the  truth 
IS,  that  Diyden  was  apparently  betrayed 
into  the  blunder  by  tlie  double  me^ming 
of  the  word  Fate,  to  which  in  the  former 
part  of  the  vcrfe  lie  had  annexed  th.c  idea 
of  Fortune,  and  in  the  latter  that  of 
Death;  fo  that  the  fenfe  only  ^v?.s,  though 
purfued  hy  Deaths  I  ^viii  not  rejign  my» 
Jtlfto  dejpahy  but  'willfolh<w  Fortune ^ 
and  do  and  fujfer  ivkat  is  afpointed. 
This,  however,  was  not  completely  cx- 
prelVed;  and  Dr^-den  being  determined 
not  to  give  way  to  his  critick?,  never 
cohfelfed  that  he  had  been  (lirprifed  by 
an  ambiguity;  but  finding  luckily  in 
Virgil  an  account  of  a  man  moving  in  a 
circle,  with  this  exprefTion — '  Etfe  fsqui- 

*  turque/mgitque''-^*  Here,"  fays  In.',  *  is 

*  the  pailage  in  imitation  of  which  I 

*  wrote  the  line  that  my  criticks  were 
*-  plcafcd  to  condemn  as  nonfcnlV;  not 

*  b\it  I  may  fonictimes  wiitc  nonfenfe, 

*  thoujrh  they  have  not  the  fortune  to 
«  find  It/ 

Every  one  fees  the  folly  of  fuch  mean 
doublings  to  cfcape  the  purfuit  of  rriti- 
cifm;  nor  is  there  a  fincfle  reader  of  this 
poet  who  would  not  have  paid  him  greater 
veneration,  had  he  fticwa  confcioulnefs 
enough  of  his  own  fupericrit^  \o  frt  fuch 
cavils  at  <lefiance,  and  owned  that  he 
Sometimes  flipped  into  errors  by  the  tu- 
*iult  of  his  imagination,  and  the  multi- 
tude of  his  ideas. 

It  is  hr^ppy  when  this  temper  difco- 
vers  ilillf  only  in  little  things,  which 
may  be  right  or  wrong  without  anv  in- 
fluence on  the  virtue  or  happineis  c»f 
mankind.  We  may,  with  very  little 
inquicmde,  fee  a  man  perfift  in  a  pro- 
jc.A  which  he  h:is  fouml  to  be  impra»^i- 
taWcjlive  in  an  inconvenient  houfe  be- 
caxifi  it  was  contrived  by  himfelf,  or 
wear  a  coat  of  a  particular  cut  in  hcpes 
by  pe«  ftvcrancc  to  bring  it  into  faHiion. 
Thefe  aif  indeed  follies.  Inn  they  ai-e 
only  follies;  and,  ho«.vcvcr  wild  or  ridi- 
culous, can  vciy  litt!c  aflR?£l  otheis. 

But  fuch  pride,  once  indulged,  too 
frequently  oprratt:*  upon  m.ore  import- 
ant ob'eiTts,  am!  inclines  men  not  only 
ro  vindicate  their  errors,  but  their  vices; 
to  perfift  in  pra<S>ice5  which  their  own 
htaxts  condemn^  only  left  thry  ftiould 
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fccm  to  feel  reproaches,  or  be  made 
wifcr  by  tlie  advice  of  others ;  or  to  fearch 
for  fophifms  tending  to  the  confufion  of 
all  pnnciples,  and  the  evacuation  of  all 
duties,  that  they  m^y  not  appear  to  aft 
what  they  are  not  able  to  detcnd. 

Let  everj'  man  who  finds  vanity  fo 
far  predominant  as  to  betray  him  to  the 
danger  of  this  laft  degree  of  corruption, 
paufe  a  moment  to  confider  what  v-iU 
be  the  confequences  of  the  plea  which 
he  is  about  to  offer  for  a  praftice  to 
which  he  knows  himfolf  not  led  at  firft 
by  reafon,  but  impelled  by  the  \iolence 
of  defire,  furprizei  by  the  fuddenncfs  of 
paflion,  or  feduccd  by  the  foft  ap- 
proaches of  temptation,  and  by  iivper- 
ceptJble  gradations  of  guilt.  Letnim 
confider  what  he  is  going  to  commit, 
bv  forcing  his  underftanding  to  patro- 
ni{e  thofe  appetites  which  it  is  it's  chief 
bufinefs  to  hinder  and  reform. 

The  caufe  of  virtue  requires  fo  little 
art  to  defend  it,  and  good  and  evil, 
when  they  have  boen  once  fhewn,  are  fo 
eafily  diftinguifhcd,  that  fuch  apologias 
feldom  gain  profelytes  to  their  party, 
nor  have  their  fallacies  power  to  deceive 
any  but  thofe  whofe  defire s  have  clouded 
thc-ir  difcemment.  All  that  the  bcft  fa- 
culties thus  employed  can  perform  is, 
to  perfuade  the  hearers  that  the  man  is 
hopelefs  whom  they  only  thought  vi- 
cious, that  corruption  has  paflcd  from 
his  manners  to  his  principles,  that  all 
endeavours  for  his  recovery  are  without 
prcfpeft  of  fuccefsjand  that  nothing  re- 
mains but  to  avoid  him  as  infe£lious,or 
hunt  him  down  as  deftni6live. 

But  if  1:  be  Ai^poled  that  he  may  im- 
pofe  on  his  audience  by  partial  repre-» 
fentations  of  confequencw-s,  intricate de- 
du£\ions  of  remote  caufcs,  or  perplexed 
combinations  of  id.as,  which  naving 
various  relations  appear  different  as 
viewed  on  different  fides ;  that  he  may 
fomctimes  puzzk*  the  weak  and  well- 
meaning,  and  now  and  then  fcduce,  by 
the  admiration  of  his  abilities,  a  young 
mind  ftill  flufluaiing  in  unfcttle'd  no- 
tions, and  neither  fortified  by  inftruc- 
tion,  nor  enlightened  by  exiKricncc ;  j-et 
what  mu  (I  be  the  event  of  fuch  a  triumph  ? 
A  rar.n  cannot  fi  end  all  his  life  in  tro- 
lick :  age,  or  difepfe,  or  folitude,  will 
bring  fomc  hours  of  I'er'.ous  confidcra- 
tion ;  and  it  will  then  afford  no  comfort 
to  think  that  he  has  extended  the  do- 
minion of  vice,  th.at  he  has  loaded  him- 
felf with  the  crimes  of  otbcn,  and  cad 
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LAow  the  extent  of  his  own  wkk- 
,  or  make  reparadon  for  the  mif- 
bat  he  has  caufcd.  There  is  not» 
s  in  all  the  ftorcs  of  ideal  anguifh, 
^t  more  painful  than  the  con- 
lefs  of  having  propagated  comip- 
7  Tidating  pnnciples,  of  having 

[y  diawn  others  from  the  paths  of 
,  but  blocked  up  the  way  by  which 
lould  return^  of  having  blinded 
x>  every  beauty  but  the  paint  of 
re,  and  deafened  them  to  every 
It  the  alluring  voice  of  the  fyrens 
ni^^ion. 

src  is  yet  another  danger  in  this 
:e :  men  who  cannot  deceive  others 
■ry  often  fuccefsful  in  deceiving 
rives ;  they  weave  their  fophiftry 
mV  own  rcafon  is  entangled^  and 

their  pofitions  till  they  are  cre- 
jy  themfeWes;  by  often  contcnd- 
ey  grow  (incere  in  the  caufe,  and 
ig  wlAiing  for  demonftrative  ar- 
its»  they  at  laft  bring  themfclves 
iCy  that  they  have  &und  them, 
are  then  at  tne  uttcrmoft  verge  of 
Inefsy  and  may  die  without  having 
^t  rekindled  in  their  minds  which 
own  pride  and  contumacy  have 
uifhca. 
i  men  who  can  be  charged  ^th 
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f<rwcft  failings,  either  widi  refpe^l  to 
abilities  or  virtue,  are  generally  moft 
ready  to  allow  them :  for,  not  to  dwell 
on  tnings  of  folemn  and  awfiil  conii<« 
deration,  the  humility  of  confefTors,  the 
tears  of  faints,  and  the  dying  ten'ors  of 
perfons  eminent  for  piety  and  innocence^ 
It  is  well  known  that  Caefar  wrote  an 
account  of  the  errors  committed  by  him 
in  his  wars  of  Gaul ;  and  that  Hippo- 
crates, whofe  name  is  perhaps  in  ratio- 
nal eflimation  greater  than  Caefar^s^ 
warned  pofterity  againft  a  miftake  into 
which  he  had  fsillen.  *  So  much,*  fays 
Celfus,  <  does  the  open  and  artlefs  con- 

*  fcflion  of  an  error  become  a  man  con- 
^  icious  that  he  has  enough  remaining 

*  to  fupport  his  charafter.' 

As  all  error  is  meannefs,  it  is  incum- 
bent on  every  man  who  confults  his  own- 
dignity,  to  r^tra£l  it  as  foon  as  he  dif- 
covers  it,  without  fearing  any  cenlure  ib 
much  as  that  of  his  own  mind.  As  juf- 
tice  reouires  that  all  injuries  ihould  be 
repaired,  it  is  the  duty  of  him  who  has* 
reduced  others  by  bad  practices,  or  faiit 
notions,  to  endeavour  that  Aich  as  havr* 
adopted  his  errors  fhould  know  his  re- 
tra^ion,  and  that  thofe  who  have  learned 
vice  by  his  example,  fhould  by  his  ex** 
ample  be  taught  amendment. 
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or  all  the  woes  that  load  the  mortal  statsy 
whate'er  thy  portion,  mildly  meet  thy  fate; 
but  lask  it  as  thou  can*st 


az^  a  part  of  human  life  pafles 
a  ftate  contrary  to  our  natural 
f  that  one  of  the  principal  topicks 
al  inftni£(ion  is  the  art  of  bearing 
ties.  And  fuch  is  the  certainty 
,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man 
liih  his  mind  with  thofe  principles 
lay  enable  him  to  a£l  under  it 
ecency  and  propriety. 
fc£i  of  ancient  phifofophers  that 
.  to  have  caiTied  this  neceflary 
to  the  higheft  perfection,  were 
icks»  or  fcnolars  of  Zeno,  whole 
iti^liaiUc  virtue  pretended  to  aa 
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exemption  from  the  fenfibilities  of  unen* 
lightened  mortals,  and  who  proclaimed 
ttonfelves  exalted,  by  the  do^rines  of  ■ 
their  fcft,  above  the  reach  of  thofe  mi- 
feries  which  embitter  life  to  the  reft  of 
the  world.  They  therefore  remo\<^ 
pain,  poverty,  lots  of  friends,  exile,  and 
violent  death,  from  the  catalogue  of 
evils  ;  and  pficd,  in  their  haughty  (lylet 
a  kind  of  irreverfible  decree,  by  which 
they  forbade  them  to  be  counted  any 
longer  among  the  objc£\s  of  terror  or 
anxiety,  or  to  give  any  difturbancc  to 
the  tnuquillity  of  a  wile  man* 

K%  Tlua 


76 


THE    RAMBLER. 


This  cdi^l  was,  I  think,  not  univcr- 
fally  ohfervcd  j  for  though  one  of  the 
more  refolutc,  when  he  was  tortured  by 
a  violent  difeaie,  cried  out,  that  let  pain 
harafs  him  to  it*s  utmoft  power,  it  fhould 
ftcvcr  force  him  to  conlidcr  it  as  other 
than  indifferent  and  neutral:  yet  all  had 
not  ftubbomnefs  to  hold  out  againft  their 
fcnfcs;  for  a  weaker  pupil  of  ^tio  is 
recorded  U)  have  confcffed,  in  the  an- 
guilh  of  the  gout,  that  hi  ntrM  found 
pain  to  be  an  rvil. 

It  may  however  be  queftioncd,whethcr 
thcfe  philofophcrs  can  be  very  properly 
numbered  amonc^  the  teaclicrs  or  pa- 
tience 5  for  if  pam  be  not  an  evil,  there 
iccms  no  inftruftion  rcquifite  how  it 
may  be  borne ;  and  therefore,  when  they 
endeavour  to  arm  their  followers  witn 
arguments  againft  it,  they  may  be 
thought  to  have  given  up  their  firft  po- 
fitlon.  But  fuch  inconfiftencics  are  to 
be  expeflcd  from  the  greatcft  under- 
ftandings,  when  they  endeavour  to  grow 
eminent  by  Singularity,  and  employ  tlieir 
ftrength  in  eftablifliing  opnions  oppo- 
iite  to  nature. 

The  controverfy  about  the  reality  of 
external  evils  is  now  at  an  end.  That 
life  ha»  many  miferies,  and  tliat  thofe 
miferies  are^  lometiraes  at  Icaft,  equal  to 
all  the  powers  of  fortitude.  Is  now  uni- 
verfally  confefledj  and  therefore  it  Is 
iifefiil  to  confidcr  not  only  how  wc  may 
cfcapc  them,  Imt  by  what  means  thcfc 
which  either  the  acciilents  of  affairs  or 
the  infinnitios  ofr.Hturc,  mufl  bring  up- 
on us,  m:iy  he  riitlgutfl  nnd  lightened, 
and  how  wc  may  make  thofft  hours  Icfs 
wrttchcd,  which  the  c<..nditJon  of  our 
pirfent  exillcnce  will  not  allow  to  be 
very  happy. 

The  cure  for  the  grcatcH  part  of  hu- 
man miferies  is  not  r.uiiral,  but  palli- 
lUive.  Infelicity  is  involved  in  coipo- 
rtal  nature,  and  intci-wovnn  with  our 
Iving;  all  attempts  therefore  to  decline 
it  wholly  are  ufelefs  arid  vain:  the  ar- 
mies of  pain  fend  ihcir  arrows  a2:ainft  us 
fjR  every  fide,  t!iccli«jico  is  only  between 
thole  which  are  more  or  Icfs  fliaip,  or 
tinged  with  p?ilun  of  gitatcr  or  Icfs  ma- 
lignity j  and  tJif  Jh-cnc:ft  armour  which 
rcafon  can  fupply  will  only  blunt  their 
points,  but  cannot  repel ilum. 
•  The  grtar  rcinvily  which  f  kavcn  has 
piU  in  ourluBih  \t.  patience;  by  which, 
ihovgh  wv  cannot  Iflftn  the  torments  of 
the  bd:i\',  \w^  cxa  m  a  i^'^Jt  meuruu- prc- 
^ivt:  the  pt-nce  uf  tlii  mind,   und  lUull 
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fuffer  only  the  natural  and  genuitve  forc^ 
of  an  evil,  without  heightening  k's  acri- 
mony, or  prolonging  it's  eflfcfts. 

There  is  indeed  nothing  moreunfuit- 
able  to  the  nature  of  man  in  any  cala- 
mity than  rage  and  turbulence,  whtch 
without  examining  whether  they  are  not 
fometimcs  impious,  are  at  Icaft  always 
offenfive,  and  incline  others  rather  to 
hate  and  dcfpife  than  to  pity  and  alTift 
us .  If  what  we  fuffer  has  been  brought 
upon  us  by  ourfelves,  it  is  obftrved  by 
an  ancient  poet,  that  patience  is  emi- 
nently our  duty,  fmce  no  one  fhouldbe 
angry  at  feeling  that  which  he  has  dc- 
fci-vcd. 

Len'iter  exmerit»  quicquid  fat  tare fertnivmef* 
Let  pain  deferv'd  without  complaint  be  bome« 

And  furcly,  if  we  are  confcious  that  wc 
have  not  contributed  to  our  own  fuf- 
fcrings,  if  punifliment  falls  upon  inno- 
cence, or  difappointment  happens  to  in- 
duftry  and  prudence,  patience,  whether 
more  neceffary  or  not,  is  much  eafier, 
fince  our  pain  is  then  without  aggrava- 
tion, and  wc  have  not  the  bittemefs  of 
rcmorfe  to  add  to  the  afperity  of  mif- 
fortime. 

In  thofe  e^'ils  which  are  allotted  tou9 
by  Providence,  fuch  as  deformity,  pri- 
vation of  any  of  the  fenfes,  or  old  age, 
it  is  always  to  he  remembcrctl,  that  im- 
patience can  hiivc  no  prefent  ef&£l,  but 
to  deprix'C  us  of  the  confolations  which 
our  condition  admits,  by  driving  away 
from  us  thole  by  whofc  convcrl'ation  or 
advice  we  might  be  amuicd  or  helped; 
and  that  with  regnrd  to  futurity  it  is  yet 
lefs  to  be  juflified,  Ifince,  without  lefT- 
ening  the  p^iii,  it  cuts  off  tlie  hope  of 
that  rcwanl,  which  he  by  whom  it  isin- 
fli6lcd  will  confer  upon  them  that  bear 
it  well. 

In  all  evils  which  admit  a  remedy, 
impatience  is  to  he  avoided,  becaufe  it 
walles  that  time  and  att£ntion  in  com- 
plaints, that,  if  properly  applied,  might 
remove  the  can le.  Tmcnne,  among  the 
.icknowledgments  which  he  ufeti  to  pay 
in  cotiverfation  to  the  memory  of  thofe 
by  whom  he  had  been  inftruiftcd  in  the 
art  of  war,  mentioned  one  with  honour, 
who  taui^ht  him  not  to  fpend  his  time 
in  rcf;retting  any  miltake  which  he  had 
mail*,  Imt  to  lit  himfelf  immediately 
aiid  vigovouUy  to  n:\)air  it. 
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tt^  mookhcf .     Wc  arc  not  to  repiwe, 
but  we  may  lawfully  ftnigglc;   for  the 
cadimides  of  life,  like  the  necefTities  of 
wttuitf  are  calls  to  labour  and  exercifea 
•f  diligence.     When  we  feel  any  pi-cf- 
fiiRS  of  diibneis,  we  are  not  to  conclude 
that  we  can  only  obey  the  will  of  Hea- 
ven by  languiniMig  under  k,  any  more 
than  when  we  perceive  the  pain  of  thiril 
wearetoimaj^ne  that  water  is  prohibit^ 
ed.    Of  misfortune  it  never  can  be  cer- 
tainly known  whetlier,   as  proceeding 
from  the  band  of  God,  it  is  an  a6l  of 
favour  or  of  puniihment:  but  fince  ail 
the  ordinary  diipenfations  of  providence 
arc  to  be  interpreted  according  to  the  ge- 
Dcral  analogy  of  ihingfi,  we  may  con- 
chide  tiiat  we  have  a  right  to  remove 
«ne  inconvenience  as  well  a^  anotlierf 
that  we  are  only  to  take  care  left  we  pur- 
chafe  .cafe   with   guilty  and  that   our 
Maker's  purpoie,  whether  of  rcwaid 
or  (ci'crity,  will  be  anfwered  by  the  la- 
bours which  he  lays  us  under  the  neccl- 
ijty  of  perfonning. 

Thi«  duty  is  not  more  difficult  in  any 
ftate  than  m  difeafes  intenfdy  pain- 
ful, which  may  indeed  fufftr  fuch  exa- 
cerbations as  icem  to  ftrain  the  powers  of 
life  to  their  utmoil  ftrctch,  and  leave 
Tcry  little  of  the  attention  vacant  to  pre- 
cept or  reproof.  In  this  (late  the  na- 
ture of  man  requires  fome  indulgence, 
and  every  extravagance  but  impiety  may 
be  ealily  forgiven  him.  Yet,  left  we 
fliould  think  ourfclvcs  too  foon  entitled 
to  the  noournful  privileges  of  irrcfiilihle 
icifery,  it  is  jiroper  to  refle£l,  that  the 
utinon  anguim  which  human  wit  can 
contrive,  or  human  malice  can  iiiflif^, 
hia  been  borne  with  conltancy;  and  that 
if  the  pains  of  di/eafe  be,  as  I  believe 
dicy  aie,  fomctimcs  greater  dian  thofe 
of  artificial  torture,  they  art  therefore 
in  their  own  nature  (hortcr,  the  vital 
frame  is  quickly  broken,  or  the  union 
between  iiouland  body  is  for  a  time  fu- 
ffsr.dcd  by  inicniibility,  and  we  foon 
oale  to  fci;l  our  maladies  when  they 
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or.cc  bect^-ne  tno  vl<»Jcnr  to  he  l)ornc.  I 
think  theie  is  Ibmt  italbn  for  queftion- 
ing  whether  the  body  and  min<t  aie  not 
fo  proportioned,  that  the  one  can  bear 
all  that  can  be  infilled  on  the  other,, 
whether  viitue  cannot  ibnd  it's  ground 
as  long  as  life,  and  whether  a  Ibul  well 
principled  will  not  l>e  fcparatcd  Iboncr 
than  lilhdued. 

In  caliunities  which  operate  chiefly  on 
our  pallions,  liich  as  diminution  of  for- 
tune, Id's  of  fricn^ls,  or  declenfion  of 
chard<^er,  the  chief  danger  of  impaticm^ 
is  upon  the  firft  attack,  and  many  expe- 
dients have  been  voutrivcd,  by  which  the 
blow  may  be  broken.  Of  thefe  themoft 
general  precept  is,  not  to  take  pleaf^re 
in  any  t)\ing  of  which  it  is  not  in  our 
jKJwer  to  fccure  the  p<*ircflion  toourlelves. 
This  counll),  when  we  confider  the  en- 
joyment of  any  terrcltrial  advantage,  as 
oppofite  to  a  conlhmt  and  habitual  ibli- 
citude  for  future  felicity,  i&undoubtoiUy 
}ui\y  and  delivered  by  that  authority 
which  cannot  be  dilputedj  but  in  any 
other  fenfc,  is  it  not  like  advice  not  to 
walk  Ictt  we  fliould  fturable,  or  not  to 
fee  left  our  eyes  rtiould  light  upon  de- 
formity ?  It  I'ecms  to  me  rcaibnabic  ta 
enjoy  bicfiings  with  confidence,  as  well 
as  to  rtiign  them  with  fubmiffion,  an<l 
to  liope  for  the  continuance  of  good 
which  we  jxjflcfs  without  inlblence  or  vo- 
luptuoufnels,  as  for  the  rcftltutlon  of. 
that  which  we  loiie  without  delpondency 
or  murmurs. 

The  chief  fccurlty  againft  thefmltleft 
anguifli  of  impatience  mull  arife  from 
frequent  reflexion  on  the  wifdom  and 
goodncfsof  the  God  of  nature,  inwhoii: 
hands  are  riches  and  povcity,  honour 
and  difgrace,  pl»nfure  and  pain,  and  llftf 
and  death.  A  fettled  convi6lion  of  the 
tendency  of  every  thing  to  our  good,  and 
of  the  ptoffibility  of  tuming  milerics  into 
happincfs,  by  receiving  them  rigiit- 
ly,  will  incline  us  to  bkfj  tke  name  ^f 
the  Lord,  <wbLther  he  gi'jej  or  takes 
aivaj'^ 


N»  XXXIII.    TUESDAY,   JULY  lo,    1750. 


^VOD  CARKT  ALTKKNA  REQ^UII   DtTRABILE  WON   EST. 
ALTtXNATB  ICST  AND  LABOUR   LONG  ZNDURE. 


Ovio. 


JN  the  earJy  ages  of  the  worh!,  ns  is     yet  untainted,  and  fimYvYvcHY  WTVaAviV*- 
fir//  knovifn  to  tbofe  who  are  vcrfed     i-ated,  mankind  v.as  \\av>vv  \w  \\\e  tv>,v,>j- 
msoaeottndtoons,  wheauwQcencc  wa$     njeiu  of  continual  plcAUxvc,  ^^d  co\A\qltX 
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plenty,  linger  tlic  proteflion  of  Reft j  2 
j^cntle  fliviiiiiy,  whorcqiiiied  of  her  wor- 
ihippcis  neither  alt:ir^  nor  facrificts,  and 
whole  iilej.  were- (.n I vperfornietl  by  pro- 
ftrations  upon  turfs  cf  ftovcrs  in  fhadct 
of  jafmine  and  myrtle,  cr  ^y  dances  on 
the  banks  of  rivcri  flowing  with  milk 
nnd  nc^lar. 

Under  this  ciify  provernment  the  firft 
gencfHtiors  breathed  the  fnpjrance  of  pcr- 
petiirl  fpringr,  cit  the  hi:its  which,  with- 
out culture,  fell  ripe  i;"ro  thcT  hands, 
and  flcpt  iindci  bowers  arched  by  nature, 
with  the  birds  finj^inj;  over  their  head'*, 
and  tl-.c  beai>s  fpi^itinj;  p.boutlhcm.  lint 
iiv  dcgi-ees  they  lx;g.ui  to  lofe  their  ori- 
ginal integrily;  enrh,  though  there  was 
more  than  cnoii^h  for  ;:!!,  wa*  defuoue 
of  appropriating  p.ut  to  hinii'llf.  Then 
entered  vit.Unce  and  f.i'U''.,  and  theft 
and  rapine.  Sorm  afjcr  pri<icand  envy 
broke  into  th'.*  vi-rld,  ::nd  brout^ht  with 
tfitm  a  pew  itand:-.rd  of  wealth;  for  men, 
m'ho  till  then  thought  iliemielvcs  rich 
when  they  wanted  nothing:,  nnv/  rated 
theirdci?nr'fU",r.'-t  bv  the  cills  of  nature, 
but  by  the  plmty  cf  otl^ersj  and  bcr:an 
to  confiderthemrelve^  as  poor,  wh?n  they 
bthrid  their  own  pcirefTions!  cxc«vded  by 
thofe  of  their  neighboni's.  Now  only  one 
could  be  happy,  l>ecauft  oniv  one  couM 
have  mofi,  an<l  that  one  vras  always  in 
•l^ngei*,  left  the  fame  ait<^  by  whirh  he 
ha.i  luj>)»la:ited  others  fnouid  be  pjaflifcd 
ujjon  himfeif. 

Amivlll  theprevnl'-ncc  of  this  rornip- 
tion,  tlte  ftatr  of  thee:«rth  wa^'.  chnn,-red; 
the  vear  was  divided  into  fcafonsj  pnrt 
of  tlic  ground  became  l)airen,  and  the 
reft  yielded  only  berrie"^,  n corns,  and 
kerbs.  Thefummerand  autumn  in<!eed 
fumiihcd  a  coarfe  and  ineletrant  fufiici- 
ency,  but  winter  was  without  any  relief  j 
Famine,  with  a  thouf^nd  difeales,  which 
the  inclemency  of  the  air  invited  into  the 
upper  regions,  made  havock'amongmen, 
afid  ihciv  appeared  to  be  danger  lert  they 
Ihouhi  be  deftroyed  before  they  were  re- 
foi-mcd. 

To  oppofc  the  devaftalions  of  Famine, 
who  fcattcied  the  ground  evciy  where 
with  carcalcs,.  Labour  came  down  upon 
cvth.  Libour  was  the  Ion  of  NcccfTi- 
tVi  the  nuricling  of  Hcjic,  and  the  pupil 
of  Art;  he  had  the  irrength  of  his  mo- 
ther, iht  fpirit  of  his  nurle,  and  iJit  dex- 
terity of  his  go\'ernels.  His  face  was 
wrinkled  with  the  wind,  ami  fwarthy 
wj'tli  the  funi  he  had  the  jmpicin'.nts  of 


hufbqndry  in  one  hand,  with  which  ha  • 
turned  up  the  earth ;  in  the  other  he  had 
the  tools  of  architeilure,  and  railed  wallf 
and  towers  at  his  plcafure.     He  called 
out  with  a  rough'  voice-^'  Mortals!  fee 

*  here  the  pon»vcr  to  whom  you  are  con- 
'  figned,  and  from  whom  you  are  ta 
'  hope  for  all  your  pleafures  and  all 

*  your  iafety.  You  have  long  languifli- 
'  ed  under  the  dominion  of  Rc%y  an 

*  impotent  and  deceitfiil  goddefs»  who 

*  can  neith.er  proteft  nor  relieve  you,  hut 

*  refigns  you  to  the  firft  attacks  of  either 

*  Famine  or  Difeafe,   and  fuflfers  her 

*  /hades  to  be  invaded  by  every  enemy, 

*  and  dclh'oyed  by  ever)'  acclcient. 

*  Awake  therefore  to  the  call  of  Labour. 

*  I  will  teach  you  to  i-cmedy  the  i^rility 

*  of  the  earth,  and  the  fcverity  of  the  lkyi 

*  I  will  compel  fnmmer  to  find  pravi-~ 

*  fions  for  the  winter;  I  will  force  the 

*  waters  to  ^\\e  you  their  fifh,  the  air 

*  it's  fowls,  and  the  foreft  it's  beafts;  I 

*  will  teach  you  to  pierce  the  boweU  of 

*  the  earth,  and  bring  out  from  the  ca- 

*  verns  of  the  mo\mtains  metals  which 
'  fhali  give  ftrength  to  your  hands,  and 

*  fccurity  to  your  bodies,  by  which  you 

*  may  be  covt-red  from  the  affaults  of 

*  the  lierccll  "beafts,  and  with  which  you 
'  fhall  fell  the  oak,  and  divide  rocks^and 

*  fub ief t  al  1  n  a t u re  to  your  u fe  and  plea* 

Kncouraged  by  this  magnificent  invi- 
tntionj  the  ir.hal-itants  of  the  globe  con- 
fnii.  red  Labour  as  their  only  friend,  and 
halted  to  hi>  comn^and.  He  led  them 
out  to  tlie  fields  and  mouutains,  snd 
fliev^-cd  thein  how  to  open  mines,  to  level 
hills,  to  dr.iin  mai-flies,  and  change  the 
courle  of  rivers.  'J'he  face  of  things  wa* 
immetliately  transformed ;  the  land  ^-as 
ciyvered  with  town-^  and  villages,  cn- 
compaf^ed^vlth  fieMs  of  corn  and  plan- 
tations of  fruit-trees ;  and  nothing  was 
fecn  but  he'sp-;  of  grain  and  bafkcts  of 
fruit,  full  tables,  and  crowded  ftorc- 
houfes- 

l^hus  Labour  ?nd  hi^ followers  adilcd 
ever)*  hour  newarquilitions  to  their  ccn- 
quefts,  and  fiv.-  Faniine  gradually  dif- 
IwlTeflfcd  "of  his  dominions}  till  at  laft, 
amldft  thtir  jollity  and  triumphs,  they 
were  depix:lVt:d  and  amazed  by  the  ap- 
proach of  Laintudo,  who  was  knc^vn  by 
ner  funk  eyes,  and  deieftcd  countenance. 
Slie  came  forward  ♦■rcmbling  and  gioan- 
in<;:  at  cwry  groan  the  hearts  of  all 
Uiufe  \.\\a'..  \jAvcU  Vvqv  Wt\.  >^^x  ^QowTk^c^ 
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5S  fiackened,  their  hanch  (hook, 
itlruintnts  of  Labour  fell  from 

*P- 

i  with  thi»  horrid  phantom,they 
with  rcCTet  on  diclr  ealy  coxn- 
rlth  the  lolicitations  of  Labour, 
n  to  wilh  again  for  the-golden 
lich  they  remcinbcix-d  to  have 
ulcr  the  rcig^n  t)f  Ro4t,  whom 
Ived  again  to  vifit,  and  to  whom 
:nded  to  dedicate  the  remain- 
of  their  lives.  Rell  had  not 
•vorld;  they  quickly  found  her; 
itone  for  their  former  defcition, 
itr  to  the  enjoyment  of  thole 
MU  which  Labour  had  procured 

lerefore  took  leave  of  thcjrroves 
[es»  which  Hie  had  hitherto  in- 
and  cmered  into  p;ilaci.'s,  re- 
rfelf  in  alcoves,  and  llumberod 
;  winter  upon  bc<ibof  down,  and 
Dcr  in  artificial  grutlos  wirh  caf- 
lying  before  her.  'I'htre  was 
uways  fometiiinpr  wantinu^  to 
:her  fcllcicy,  and  fiie  could  ne- 
her  returning  fugitives  to  that 
which  they  knc.v  before  ihcir 
lents  with  Lal>our:  nor  wn<i  her 
n  entirely  without  controul,  for 
obliged  to  (hare  it  with  Luxury, 
fhe  always  lookcil  upon  her  as 
friend^  by  whom  her  inliucncc 
vality  dciu-oyol  while  it  itemed 
omotcd. 

two  foft  aHTociate?,  however, 
for  fometiine  without  vifiblc  dif- 
:nt,  till  at  hil  Luxury  Intrayed 
ge,  and  let  in  Diicafe  to  fci/e  up- 
rodhippers.  Keil  then  fiew  away, 
:  the  place  to  the  ui'ui-(KTt;;  who 
k!  all  their  arts  to  fortify  them- 
1  their  pcRefnon,  ami  to  ttun^ih- 
ntcrcft  (if  each  other, 
had  not  always  the  lame  enemy i 
places  ihe  efc-ipedithcincurfions 
ue-y  but  had  her  rufii^incc  invad- 
I  more  flow  and  fubtle  intnu'er, 
f  fremiently,  wlirn  evuy  thing 
»mpok:d  and  cjuiit;  when  there 
ther  pain  within,  nor  danger  with- 
hen  cv£ry  flower  was  in  bloom, 
r/galc  treiji^ied  with  p"rf".mcs; 
would  enter  with  a  lanvuiflunor 
Jinin;;  look,  and  tlirow  herfclf 
be  couchj  placed  and    adcmed 
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for  the  accommodation  of  Reft.  No 
fooncr  was  flie  fcatcd,  than  a  general 
gloom  fprea-i  itfelf  on  tvrry  fide,  the 
giovM  immedi:itely  loft  their  vprdura, 
and  their  inhabitants  dcfifted  from  their 
melotly,  the  breeze  i'unk  i'i  i\i(;\\9,  and 
the  flowers  con tiafttf  I  their  lt:avt«,  and 
fliut  up  their  odour--.  Nothing  was  fcon 
on  every  fide  but  m'.i!titr..1->  «t  v/andcrincr 
about  tfwy  knew  not  whiihtr,  in  que  it 
tliey  knew  not  of  what;  no  voice  w.n 
heard  but  of  complaint<t  tlrat  mi-ntior.  d 
no  pain,  and  murmurs  that  could  tell 
of  no  mrsfortune. 

Reft  hail  now  loft  her  authority.  Her 
followers  again  began  to  treat  her  with 
contempt;  ibme  of  them  imited  them« 
fclves  more  clofely  to  Luxury,  who  pro- 
mifed  by  her  arts  to  drive  Satiety  away; 
and  others,  that  were  more  wii>,  or  had 
more  fortitude,  went  back  again  to  La- 
l>our,  by  whom  they  w<?rtf  indeed  prc^ 
tcded  from  Satiery,'bur  djlivcred  up  in 
time  to  Laflltude,  and  forced  by  her  tar 
the  bowers  of  Reft. 

Thus  Reft  and  Labour  equally  per- 
ceived their  ruign  of  fiiort  duration  and 
uncertain  tcnuj  o,  and  their  empire  lia- 
ble to  inroads  fr(>m  thofe  who  were  alike 
enemies  to  both.  Thijy  each  found  their 
AihjeiU  unfaii^tiil,  and  ready  to  dcfert 
tiirm  iij^on  every  o|>|)o:-trnity.  LaSonr 
fi'.v  tliC  riches  whicn  he  had  givjn  al- 
ways camnl  av/ay  as  an  oftcring  to  Rellp 
and  Reft  fiHirKl  her  votaries  in  c\'cry 
exigence  flying  from  hc»r  to  hrg  liMp  of 
Labour.  Tliey,  thci-cfore,  at  l::ft  de- 
termined Uj>on  :n  interview,  in  which 
they  agiecd  to  divide  tl.e  world  bot\veen 
them  ;  an<i  gox'crn  it  nlternaiely,  allot- 
ting the  dominion  of  the  (kv  to  one, 
and  that  of  the  njiiht  to  I  he  other,  ani 
promiieil  to  ^:uai<i  the  f ronticp;  of  cacH 
other;  ib  tiiat,  v/henevLr  hoftili  ties  were 
attempteil,  Satit  •  y  (hould  bo  intercepted 
by  Labour,  and  Liflifude  expclleti  by 
Reft.  Tliu ;  the  ancient  quarrel  was  ap- 
iHrafctlj  pnd  as  li.itied  is  oiun  lucceedid 
by  it's  contrar.,  Ri-ft  aftcrwanls  be- 
came prepiant  by  Labour,  and  was  de- 
livered of  Health;  a  benevolent  p;oddel% 
who  confolidutt.l  the  union  of  her  pa- 
rents, and  c-ni:  ibuted  to  the  regular  vi- 
cifliludcs  of  tlitirrcii^i*  hydifiKfulinghet 
gifts  to  ihnrconly  who  lliaiifd  tneir  lives  in 
j  u  ft  propyl  tions  bciwcc  nRcft  andLabour  • 
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■  ■■       ■  won  sine   vano 

avrarcm  et  s  1 l  u  .*  mitu."        ■< 

alarm'd  with   tv'ry   rx<;isc    GALI> 
IN    ev'ry   woop,  in   ev'ry    VALK. 


Hot. 


Elphikston* 


I  Have  bfcn  ccniurcci  for  having  Iii- 
thcrto  dcdiiMtcii  fo  few  of  iriV  Ipcca- 
Jations  to  the  hul  es  \  and  indeed  the  mo- 
ra lift  whofc  iiittrTi«5Hons  arc  accoinino- 
dalcd  only  to  one  half  of  the  human 
fpecies,  muft  be  confcfltd  not  fufiicicntly 
to  have  cxtentled  his  views.  Yet,  it  is 
to  be  confidercd,  thnt  mafcuiine  duties 
afford  more  nmm  for  counfels  and  oh- 
fti-vations,  as  they  arc  lefs  uniform,  and 
connci^cd  with  things  raoic  iVibjcct  to 
.  vicilfitude  and  accident;  %ve therefore  find 
that,  in  philofophical  difcourfcs  which 
teach  by  precjpr,  or  hlltoricnl  naiTative.% 
that  inilri»6^  bv  cx.;mple,  the  peculiar 
virtues  or  faults  of  women  nil  but  a 
fmall  part  j  perhaps  gent-rail  v  too  fmall ; 
for  Co  much  of  our  domeftick  happin^Is 
is  in  their  hands,  and  their  in^uencc  is 
fo  jgjeatiipon  our  earlielt:  years,  that  llio 
imiverfal  intcrcfl  of  the  world  ix-quircs 
them  to  be  w:'J  inlini6^cd  in  their  pro- 
vince; nor  can  it  he  i>. might  jwc^ivr,  that 
the  qualities  by  v/hich  lb  much  pain  or 
pleafurcmay  ])c;  given,  ihould  bt  kit  to 
the  dire<S\ion  of  cliance. 
...  I  have,  tiiereforc,  willingly  given  a 
plare  in  my  paper  to  a  letter,  which,  yttr- 
haps,  may  not  Le  wholly  ufelefs  to  them 
whoiV  chief  ambition  is  to  pleafe,  as  it 
flicws  Ikjw  certainly  tlie  end  is  mifled  by 
>l><«rd  and  injudicious  endeavours  at 
diilinition. 

TO  THE  RAMBLER, 

SIRy 

T  Am  a  young  gc-ntleman  at  my  own 

dilpofaf,  v/itii  a  confKtcrable  ertale  j 

pnd  having  palled  thioujjh  the  common 

forms  of  eilucution,  liient  fome  time  in 

foreign  countiii-s,  and  made  myfelf  dif- 

tinguifhcd  fircc  my  return  in  the  j>olit- 

nd  company,  1  r.m  nov/  arrived  at  lljat 

p;»i'r  of  life  in  wi»ich  ^v^ry  ipan  is  ex- 

pc<9e-!  to  ft't:}:\  .jnd  provide  for  the  cnn- 

fmiT.i/i'on  of  hii,  //neasro.     I  wiLhftcxxl 

'/or /hinc thtjc the  foUnVAUon ^  an< i  rcinon - 


was  perfuaded  to  vifit  Anthca,  an  hcweit, 
whofc  land  lies  conlTgiKJUs  to  mine,  and 
whofe  birth  and  bcaiity  arc  without  ob- 
jection. Our  friends  declared  that  v/t 
were  born  for  each  other,  all  thofe  on  both 
fides  who  had  no  intereft  in  hindering  our 
union  contributed  to  promote  it,  and 
were  ronfoiring  to  hurry  us  into  matii- 
luony,  before  we  had  an  opportunity  of 
knowing  one  another.  I  was,  howe\'cr, 
too  old  to  be  given  away  without  my 
own  conl'cnt;  and  having  hapjKncd  I* 
pick  up  an  oJ)inion  which  to  many  of  my 
relations  feemed  extremely  odd,  that  a 
man  might  be  unhappy  with  a  largo 
eltatc,  detennincd  to  obtain  a  nearer 
knowledge  of  the  pcrfon  with  whom  I 
was  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  my  time. 
To  protract  the  court fhip  was  by  no 
moans  dhScult,  for  Antiiea  h:id  a  won- 
derful facility  of  cvadingquelHona  which 
I  fildom  repeated,  and  of  bairing  ap- 
proaches which  I  had  no  great  eagemcfs 
tojjicis. 

Thus  the  time  paffed  away  in  vifils 
and  civilities,  wiih.out  any  ardent  pro- 
ftflions  of  love,  or  formal  offei-s  of  fettle- 
ments.      I  often  attende*!  her  to  publick 

{?lacci;  in  which,  as  is  well  known,  all  be, 
laviour  is  fo  much  >\'gulated  by  ciiftom^ 
tl\at  very  little  infight  can  be  gaine*l  into 
the  j>rivate  chanidtr,  and  therefore  I  was 
not  yet  able  to  infonn  inyiclfofher.hu- 
mour  and  inclinations. 

Atlaft  J  vm^red  to  propofe  to  her  to 
make  one  of  ^  fmall  jKirty,  and  fpend  a 
day  in  yitNving  a  feat  and  gardens  a  few 
milesdlllant;  and  having,  upon  licr  com- 
pliance, coUedWl  tlie  velT  of  die  company, 
1  brought  at  the  hour  a  coach  which  I  had 
borroweil  from  an  acquaintance,  having 
delayed  to  buy  one  myfelf,  till  I  ihould 
liayc  an  opportunit}'  of  taking  the  lady'i 
opinion  for  whofe  ufe  it  was  intendai. . 
jfinthea  canic  down,  but  as  (be  was  goi^M 
to  ftcp  into  the  coacfi,  ftaited  back  wi^ 
great  aYkY^^atvce  oV  Vavvov  ,vLad  told  us  that 

V0\U  o{   \\v;  VlYUVv^'txi.lo   XSL>iOOk^%^X 
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mourning- coach  in  which  fhe 
i  her  aunf  s  funeral  Arec  years 
that  (he  (hould  never  have  her 
iT  aunt  out  of  her  head. 
ew  that  it  was  not  for  lorcrs  to 
ridi  their  miftrefies;  I  therefore 
ck  the  coach»  and  got  another 
ly.  Into  thit  we  all  entered,  the 
lan  bepan  to  drive,  and  we  were 
pouriaves  with  the  cxpeAation 
It  we  (hould  fee,  when,  upon  a 
iclination  of  the  cairiage,  Anthea 
sd  out,  that  we  were  overthrown* 
n  obliged  to  fix  all  our  attention 
er,  which  file  took  care  to  keep  up 
wing  her  outcries,  at  every  corner 
m  lud  occafion  to  turn:  at  inter- 
e  entertained  us  with  fretful  com- 
of  the  uneafinefs  of  the  coach, 
Hwed  me  to  call  ieveral  times  on 
icnman  to  take  care  and  drive 
t  jolting.  The  poor  fellow  en- 
red  to  pleafe  us,  and  therefore 
▼ayflowly,till  Anthea  found  out 
is  pace  would  only  keep  us  longer 
flones,  and  defired,  that  I  would 
im  toflnkemoreibMd.  Hewhip- 
hoffts,  die  coach  jolted  again,  anu 
I  very  complaiiiuitly  told  us  how 
Ihe  npentea  that  (he  made  one  of 
npaoy* 

iaft  we  got  into  the  fmooth  road, 
egan  to  think  our  difficulties  at 
,  irfwn,  on  a  fudden,  Anthea  faw 
k  before  us,  which  (he  could  not 
etopafs.  We  were,  therefore, 
1  to  alight,  that  we  might  walk 
c  bridge;  but  when  we  came  to  it, 
and  it  to  narrow,  that  Anthea 
lot  iet  her  foot  upon  it,  and  was 
t,  after  long  confultation^  to  call 
ich  bockj  and  widi  innumerable 
tions,  terrors,  and  lamentations, 
I  the  brook. 

vas  neceSuj  after  this  delay  to 
[  our  pace,  and  dire£lions  were  ac- 
gl^  given  to  the  coachman,  when 
a  iiSbnned  us,  that  it  was  ^com- 
or  the  axle  to  catch  fire  with  a 
modon,  and  begged  of  me  to  look 
!ry  minute  left  we  (hould  all  be  con  - 
.  I  was  forced  to  obey,  and  gave 
am  time  to  time  the  moft  folemn 
ations  that  all  was  fafe,  and  that  I 
we  (hould  reach  the  place  without 
our  lives  cither  by  fire  or  water. 
u«  we  p'^ffed  on  over  ways  foft  and 
with  moi-e  or  with  lefs  /heed,  but 
wieh  newvici&tades  ot  anxiety. 
:round  was  hard,  we  were  joltedi 


if  foft,  wc  were  fmklng.  If  we  went 
fefl,  we  fhouM  be  overturned;  if  llowlv, 
we  (hould  never  reach  the  place.  At 
lenfl;thlheraw  fomething which  (he  called 
a  cloud,  and  began  to  confider  that  at 
that  time  of  the  year  it  frequently  thun- 
dered. This  feemed  to  be  the  capital 
terror,  for  after  that  the  coach  was  fuf- 
fered  to  move  ouj  and  no  danger  was 
diou^httoo  dreadnil  to  be  encountered, 
provided  (he  could  get  into  a  houfe  be- 
fore the  diunder. 

Thus  our  whole  converfation  pa(red 
in  dangers,  and  cares,and  fears,  and  con- 
folations,  and  ftories  of  ladies  dragged 
in  the  mire,  forced  to  fpend  all  the  night 
on  a  heath,  drowned  in  rivers,  or  burnt 
with  lightnings  and  no  fooner  had  a 
hair-bf«idtfa£ape  (et  us  free  from  one 
calamity,  but  we  were  threatened  vnrk 
another. 

At  leneth  we  reached  the  hou(e  where 
we  inten£d  to  regale  ourfelves;  and  I 
propofed  to  Anthea  the  choice  of  a  great  \ 
number  of  di(hes,  which  the  place,  be- 
ing well  provid^  for  entertainment* 
happcDcd  to  afford.  She  made  fome  ob- 
jection to  every  thing  that  was  offiered ; 
one  thing  (he  hated  at  that  time  of  the 
year;  another  ihe  could  not  bear  fince 
(he  had  (een  it  fpoiled  at  Lady  FcedweU's 
table;  another  (he  was  fure  they  could 
not  drefs  at  this  houfe;  and  another  (he 
could  not  touch  without  French  faucc« 
At  Iaft  (he  fixed  her  mind  upon  falmon, 
but  there  was  no  falmon  in  the  houfe. 
It  was  however  procured  with  great  ex- 
pcdition}  and  when  it  came  to  the  table 
(he  found  that  her  fright  had  taken  away 
her  ftomach,  which  indeed  ihe  thoug:ht 
no  great  lofs,  for  (he  could  never  believe 
that  any  thing  at  an  inn  could  be  cleanly 
got. 

Dinner  was  now  over,  and  the  com- 
pany propofed,  for  I  was  now  palt  the 
condition  of  makinor  overtures,  that  we 
(hould  purfiie  our  original  dtifign  of  vifit- 
ing  the  gaixicns.  Antliea  declared  that 
Ihe  could  not  imagine  what  pleafbre  we 
expelled  from  ihc  fighc  of  a  few  green 
trees  and  a  little  ^avel,  and  two  or 
three  pits  of  clear  water;  th«  for  htr 
part  me  haled  w?ijcing  till  the  cool  ef 
the  evening,  and  thought  it  very  likely 
to  rain;  and  age  in  wifhed  that  (he  had 
(laid  at  home.  We  then  reconciled  our- 
felves  to  ourdifappo-ii\*Jrck<iivt,a»d\«^wi 
to  talk  on  common  (uVjeE^*,  >w\vwv  Kxv- 
thca  told  us  that,  (vnct  v*e  cwt«  xo  ^ 
gardens,  (bAv»c\i\dr.otV\Twdw  omi^vvv- 
1^  i^£!t^»a« 
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faftion.  Wcall  rofe,  and  walked  through 
the  inclofiircs  for  fomc  time,  with  no 
other  trouble  than  the  neceflity  of  watch- 
ing leil  a  frogihould  hop  acrofs  the  way, 
which  Anihea  told  us  would  certainly 
kill  her,  if  Jheihould  happen  to  fee  him. 

Frop;s,  as  it  fell  out,  tnere  were  none; 
t>ut  when  \vc  were  within  a  furlong  of 
the  gardens,  Anthca  fawfome  (hccp.and 
heard  the  wether  clink  his  bell,  which 
ihc  was  certain  was  not  hung  upon  him 
for  nothing,  and  therefore  no  afliirances 
nor  intreaties  ihouKl  prevail  upon  her  to 
go  a  ftep  farther;  fhe  was  forry  to  dif- 
appoint  the  company,  but  her  life  was 
dearer  to  her  tlian  ceremony. 

We  came  back  to  the  inn;  and  An- 
fliea  now  difcovcred  that  there  was  no 
time  to  be  loft  in  returning,  for  the  night 
would  come  upon  us,  and  a  thoufand 
misfortunes  might  happen  in  the  dark. 
The  horfes  were  immeaiatcly  harnefled; 
an  dAnthea,  having  wondered  what  could 
/educe  her  to  ftay  fo  long,  was  eager  to 


fot  out.  But  we  had  now  a  ne 
of  tcrrour;  every  man  we  faw  wa 
bcr,  and  wc  were  ordered  (bmei 
drive  hard,  left  a  traveller  whom 
behind  (hould  overtake  us)  an< 
times  to  ftop,  left  we  ftiould  con 
him  who  was  pa/Ting  before  u 
alarmed  mamr  an  honeft  man, 
ging  him  to  (pare  her  life  as  he  p 
the  coach,  and  drew  me  intc 
quarrels  with  perfons  who  encrc 
fright,  by  kindly  ftoppinir  to 
whether  they  could  aflift  us. 
we  came  home  ^  and  Hie  told  h 
pany  next  day  what  a  plcafant 
nad  been  taking. 

I  fuppofe.  Sir,  I  need  not  en 
you  what  dedu^ions  may  be  ma 
this  narrative,  nor  what  happii 
arife  from  the  focict)*  of  that  won 
miftakes  cowardice  for  eles^ant 
imagines  all  delicacy  to  conhft  i 
ing  to  be  pleafed. 

I  am,  i 
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WITHOUT  CONMVBIAL   JUKO*s'aID  TTlEY  WEP; 
KOR  HTMIN  NOR   THE  GRACES  BLELS  THE  BKP. 


Ovxv* 


TO  THE  RAMBLER. 
SIR, 

AS  you  have  hitherto  delayed  the 
performance  of  the  promife,  by 
which  you  gave  us  reafon  to  hope  for 
another  paper  upon  Matrimony,  I  ima- 
gine you  defirous  of  coUeftingmore  ma- 
ttrials  than  your  own  experience,  orob- 
fervation,  can  fupply;  and  I  (hall  there- 
fore lay  candidly  before  you  an  account 
of  my  own  entrance  into  the  conjugal 
fta^\ 

I  was  abont  cij;ht  and  t^RTnt)'  years 

olfl,  when,  having  tried  the  diverfions 

of  the  town  till  1  bcg:in  to  be  wear}',  and 

being  awakened  into  attention  to  more 

ferious  bufincfs  by  the  failure  of  an  at- 

toi-ney  to  whom  I  had  implicitly  trufted 

■  the  cond\"!«5t  of  my  fortiuie,  I  refolved 

to  take  my  eftate  into  my  own  care,  and 

metliofliit;  my  whole  iifc  according  to  the 

Arjd}cl}  rules  of  economical  prudence. 

In  puiiltancc  of  this  fcheme,  I  took 

Jtart  of  my  acquaintance^  who  difmilTed 


Elphiksto* 

me  with  numVerlefs  jefts  upon 
f^'flem;  having  fiiil  cndeavoui-e 
vert  me  from  a  ilcfign  fo  little 
of  a  man  of  wit,  by  ridiculous  3 
of  the  ignorance  and  rufticity  int 
many  had  funk  in  their  rctireme: 
having  diftinguiftiwl  thtmfelve! 
verns  and  phyhoufes,  and  give 
of  rihng  to  uncommon  eminence 
the  gay  part  of  mankind. 

When  I  came  fir  ft  into  the  c 
which,  by  a  ntp^left  not  unc 
among  young  heirs,  I  had  nci 
fmce  the  dtntli  of  my  father, 
cveiythinfi  in  Ivich  ronfufion,  th; 
utterly  witliotit  practice  in  bn 
had  great  difficulrie*?  to  encounte 
tntunglinir  the  perplexities  of  my  I 
ftances ;  t  hey  however  gave  way 
gent  application,  and  I  perceivea 
advantage  of  keeping  my  own  a 
wmiid  very  much  overbalance  I 
which  they  could  rtquii-c. 

1  had  now  v'vCvted  tiv^  tcRints^ 
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^•liicli  for  ibmc  years  had  been  running 
to  decay.  Thcle  proofs  of  pecuniary 
nifdom' began  to  recommend  me,  as  a 
fobcr,  judicious,  thriving  ccntlcman, 
to  all  my  graver  neighbours  of  the  coun- 
try, who  never  failed  to  celebrate  my 
management  in  oppofition  to  Thi'iftleis 
and  Latterwit,  two  fmart  fellows,  who 
had  eftates  in  the  fame  pnrt  of  the  king- 
dom, which  they  vifited  now  and  then 
in  a  frolick,  to  take  up  their  i*ents  be- 
forehand, debauch  a  milk-maid,  make  a 
feaft  for  the  village,  and  tell  iWics  of 
their  own  intiigues,  and  then  roi'e  poft 
b2ck  to  town  to'ftjend  their  money. 

It  was  doubtful  however  for  fomc 
time,  whether  I  fhculd  !^  able  to  hold 
my  rtfolution;  but  a  flicrt  perfcvcmncc 
rcino\'ed  all  fufpicion<:.  I  rofe  ever}'  day 
in  reputation  by  the  decency  of  my  con- 
vcrlation,  and  the  repilarity  of  my  con- 
H;ift,  and  was  mentioned  with  great  re- 
gard at  the  aflizes,  a?  a  man  very  fit  to 
tf  put  in  commiflion  for  the  peace. 

Durinn;  the  confuCon  of  my  afftirs, 
ind  thr  daily  nccelfity  of  vifiting  fiimss, 
i  'd'ufting  contra^s,  letting  leales,  and 
i'lptrinterding  repairs,  I  found  very 
I  little  vacuity  in  my  life,  and  therefore 
bj  not  many  thougi'tj  cf  marriage ;  but 
in  a  little  while  the  ivi>\\\U  of  bufin?fs 
r-ibfldi.d,  and  the  exaft  method  which  I 
I'Jil  li^abliflied  enabled  me  to  difparch 
my  nccounts  with  great  facility.  I  had 
thfrtforc  now  upon  my  han-is  the  talk 
of  finding  means  to  fpend  my  time,  with- 
out fallin?  back  into  the  peer  ariiur.*- 
ments  which  I  had  hitheito  indulgcJ.,  or 
chant '.ngthcni  for  tl:e  fporfs  of  the  f^.Uf, 
uiiich I  iawpurlii; d wlili  fo much cu^;*  :- 
ncf^  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  country, 
thit  ihcv  were  imlced  the  only  pleafuivs 
ill  whi'jK  J  could  promife  myl'clf  any 
fjitikcr. 

The  inconvenience  nf  this  fituarion 
r.iTvi  jily  diiiHjftd  me  to  wii'h  for  a  i-om- 
panicrj  and  th--  known  value  of  my 
r.tatr,  with  my  rcjiutation  fo*-  frugality 
iTid  :*rjd'jr.c::,  eaiily  gaini.l  me  adniif- 
f»on  inrocYei-y  family  j  for  I  foon  found 
tliji  notrnqiiiiy  was  made  after  Hny  other 
vinue,  n..r  2nytcjHrroi:ial  ncccflary,  but 
of  my  frci.lojn  from  icnnubi'&nce^,  and 
my  care  of  what  they  tc:  mcd  the  main 
c^oMce.  I  faw,  not  without  indigna- 
tion, thecagcrnefs  with  which  thedaugh- 
Itru,  whei-ever  I  came,  v/cre  fct  out  to 
Ihowj  nor  coi?Jd  J  ccrJldcr  them  in  a 
/tjte  much  difTcrtnt  ftotn  proUitutlon^ 
njkg  I  found  than  oi-dercd  tc  phy  thifir 


aii-s  before  me,  and  to  cxhl'  it,  bv  fomt 
feeming  chance,  fpecimens  of  their  mu« 
fick,  their  woik,  or  their  houfewifexy* 
No  fooner  was  I  placed  at  table,  than  tne 
yoimg  lady  was  called  upon  to  pay  me 
fome  rivillty  or  other;  nor  could  I  find 
means  of  tfcaping,  from  either  father  or 
mother,  fome  account  of  their  daughters 
excellences,  with  a  dcclai-ation  that  they 
were  now  leaving  the  world,  and  had  no 
bulinefs  on  thi-?  hde  the  gnive,  but  to  fee 
their  children  happily  dilpofed  of  j  that 
fhe  whom  I  had  been  pleaftd  to  compli- 
ment at  table  v.-as  indeed  the  chief  plca- 
furc  of  their  age,  fo  good,  fo  dutiful,  fo 
great  a  relief  to  her  manima  in  the  care 
of  the  hcufc,  and  fo  much  her  papa's 
favouihe  for  her  chtcrfulncfs  and  wit, 
that  it  v/ould  be  wiih  the  lail  rcluflancc 
that  dicy  fliould  parr ;  but  to  a  worthy 
gcntlemin  in  the  niMruhciuhood,  whom 
they  mlcrht  often  vifit,  they  n-ould  not  fo 
far  coriiult  their  own  gruitl cation  as  to 
rcfufc  her;  and  their  itnJtrpcfs  fhould 
be  li.cwn  in  her  f-^rtuiv/,  whenever  a 
fuitabk-  foiilenK-nt  v.-  ^  tjrojrofrd. 

As  I  kncv/  thcli.  ovci  lures  not  to  pro* 
cccd  from  any  pief.  rencc  of  me,  before 
another  eijujilly  i:v.::,  I  ecu  Id  not  but 
look  with  pi'y  on  yc.",'-  jv-i"  ns  con- 
demned to  Ih:  frt  to  an»"^::i-,  and  made 
cheap  by  injudicii;:s  comU'..  n-lations ; 
for  how  cculJ  ihcy  !-.i:o\v  ihtmfelvcs  of- 
feivdand  leieflfl  a  li'ir.ilriid  tinic;;,  with- 
o'.it  fome  lofs  of  th:-.t  I'ofr  elevation,  :uui 
maido:i  dignity,  fo  n-c-jT-iiy  to  the  com- 
pletion  <.f  female  exct  Iknce  ? 

I  fliall  not  trouble  you  v/Iih  a  hlftoiy 
of  the  llratagLir.s  praflif^d  upon  my  jud^^- 
nitnt,  or  the  allurements  tried  upon  my 
heart ;  which,  if  you  have,  in  any  part 
i.i'  >our  life,  been  acquainted  with  rural 
pc!iiicL>-,  you  will eafdy  conceive.  TIk  Ir 
arts  havL  no  i?reat  \  avicty,  they  think  nc- 
thin^^  \vc.rth  their  care  but  money  j  and, 
fuppohng  it's  influence  the  fame  upon  all 
llic  woild,  fcldom  endeavour  to  deceive 
by  any  other  means  ihiui  i:\}ic  compu- 
tations. 

I  will  not  deny  th:it,  by  heaiir.g  my- 
fi,lf  loudly  commended  for  my  difcre-* 
tion,  T  began  to  ft  I  fome  value  upon  my 
tha.u^er,  and  was  unwilling  to  lof*.  my 
credit  I)y  marrying  for  love.  I  there- 
fore r;folvcd  to  know  the  fortune  of  the 
ladywhoml  fliot'Itladilnls,  before  1  en- 
quired after  her  wit,  drlkrcv^  or  beautv^ 

Tills  «Uuu»Vmav\u\^tv\  mc  xo  M\\m"\^ 
tiic  daughter  cf  C  ur.ro\Av\\v>*,  vfVo'i^  y^t- 


THE    RAMBLER* 


whofc  manners  were  free  from  reproach» 
ai  Hie  had  been  bred  up  at  a  diftance 
from  all  common  temptations.  To  Mi- 
tiflk,  therefore,  I  obtained  leave  from 
her  parents  to  pay  ray  court,  and  -vas 
referred  by  her  again  to  her  fadier,  whyfe 
dire^ion  me  was  refolved  to  follow.  The 
queftion  then  was,  only,  what  (hould  be 
fettled.  The  old  gentleman  made  an 
enormous  dbnand,  with  which  I  refufed 
to  comply.  Mitiffa  was  or-iered  to  exert 
her  power;  ihe  told  me,  that  If  I  could 
refufe  her  papa,  I  had  no  love  for  her; 
that  (he  was  an  unhappy  creature,  and 
that  I  was  a  perfidious  man  j  then  fhe 
burfl  into  tears,  and  fell  into  fits.  All 
this,  as  I  was  no  palfionate  lover,  had 
little  effej^.  She  next  refufed  to  fee  me  j 
and  bccaufe  I  thought  mylelf  obliged  to 
write  in  terms  of  diflrefs,  they  had  once 
>  hopes  of  iburing  me  into  measures ;  but 
finding  me  inflexible,  the  father  com- 
plied widi  my  propofidi  and  told  me  he 
liked  me  the  more  for  being  fo  good  at 
a  bargain. 

I  was  now  married  toMiti(ra,and  was  to 
experience  the  happlncfs  of  a  match  made 
without  paiHon.  MitiiTa  loon  difcovered 
that  ihe  was  equally  pnident  with  mv- 
felf,  and  had  taken  a  miiband  only  to  iic 
at  her  own  command,  and  to  have  a  elm- 
riot  at  hei"  own  call.  She  brought  with 
her  an  old  maid  recommended  by  her 
mother,  who  taught  her  all  the  arts  of 
domcfUck  management;  and  was,  on 
ev'ciy  occafion,  her  chief  agent  and  di- 
rci^refs.  They  foon  invented  one  rea- 
fon  or  other  to  quarrel  with  all  my  fcr- 
vants,  and  either  prevailed  on  me  to  turn 
them  away,  or  treated  them  fo  ill,  that 


they  left  me  of  themfelves,  and 
fupplied  their  places  with  feme  1 
from  my  wife  s  relations.  Th 
eftabliflied  a  family,  over  whic 
no  authority,  and  which  was  ii 
Y^^tuH  confpiracy  ajpinft  me;  \ 
tiflfa  confidered  nerielf  as  havin 
parate  interefl,  and  thought  notl 
own  but  what  fhe  laid  up  wit! 
knowledge.  For  this  reafon  fhe 
me  falfe  accounts  of  the  expenci 
houfe,  joined  with  my  tenants 
plaints  of  hai'd*  times,  and,  by  n 
a  fteward  of  her  own,  took  rcw 
foliciting  abatements  of  the  ren 
great  hope  is  to  outlive  me, 
may  enjoy  what  fhe  has  thus  a 
lated,  and  therefore  fhe  is  alw: 
triving  fome  improvements  of  1- 
ture-land;  and  once  tried  to  pn 
injunction  to  hinder  me  from 
timber  upon  it  for  repairs.  He 
and  mother  afTift  her  in  her  proje 
are  frequently  hinting  that  fl 
ufed,  and  reproaching  me  with 
fonts  that  other  ladies  receive  fin 
hufbands. 

Such,  Sir,  was  my  iituation  f 
years,  till  at  laft  my  patience 
haufled;  and  having  one  day  ini 
father  to  my  houfe,  I  laid  th< 
my  affairs  before  him,  detected 
in  fcveral  of  her  frauds,  turned 
fle^^'a^d,  charged  a  conftable  i 
maid,  took  my  bufinefs  in  my  ow 
reduced  licr  to  a  fettled  allowai 
now  write  this  account  to  war 
againft  marrying  tliofe  whom  tl 
no  reafon  to  efleeni. 

I  am,  & 


N^XXXVI.    SATURDAY,  JULY  21,  1750, 


'Afi*  IweHo  wfxmf 


Homer. 


— ?IF1HG    ON    TMVTR    KKSDS,    TWE    SHEPHERDS    CO) 
VOM.    FEAR    AN    AMBVSR>   NOR    SUSPXCT    A    FOR. 


THERE  is  fcarcely  any  fpecies  of 
poetry  that  has  allured  more  read- 
ers, or  excited  more  writers,  than  the 
Paftoral.  It  is  generally  pleafing,  be- 
caufe  it  entertains  the  mind  with  repre- 
fcntations  of  fcenes  familiar  to  almoft 
every  iinagination,  and  of  which  all  can 
eqiiMiJv  judge  wbelhtr  they  are  w«U  de«> 
£aM.   It  cxhilHU  a  life  to  which  wc 


Pops. 

have  been  always  accuflomed  to 
peace,  and  leifure,  and  innocei 
therefore  we  readily  fet  open 
for  the  admifTion  of  it's  imagr 
contribute  to  drive  away  cares 
turbations,  and  fufier  ourfelv< 
out  refiftance,  to  be  tranfporteit 

diini^  biit  \o^)  «XkiSk  ^ctvx:))  vtt 
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Whare  evoy  gale  wfaifpcrs  plea- 
knd  every  (hade  proniiin  lepofe. 
as  been  maintained  by  fome,  who 
» talk  of  what  they  do  not  know, 
ifloral  is  the  moft  ancient  noetryj 
jideed,  fince  it  is  probable  that 

is  nearly  of  the  uime  antiquity 
"adonal  nature,  and  (ince  the  lire 
firft  man  was  certainly  rural,  we 
eafoijably  conie^re,  that,  as  their 
rouid  neceflarily  be  borrowed  from 
3bjc£ls  -with  which  they  were  ac* 
ted,  their  compofures,  beins  fill- 
efly  with  fuch  thoughts  on  the  vi- 
xeation  as  muft  occur  to  the  firft 
ers,  were  paAoral  hymns,  like  thofe 

Milton  introduces  the  original 
i]|['mg,  in  the  day  of  innocence,  tOi 
aae  of  their  Maker, 
the  fame  reafon  that  paftoral  poe- 
is  tlie  firft  employment  of  the  hu- 
magination,  it  is  generally  the  firft 
y  amufcment  of  our  minds.  We 
feen  fields,  and  meadows,  and 
I,  from  the  time  that  our  cj-es  open- 
>n  life;  and  are  plcafcd  with  birds, 
rooks,  and  bi-eczcs,  much  earlier 
re  engage  among  the  aflior.s  and 
IS  of  mankind.  We  are  there- 
e lighted  with  rural  pictures,  bc- 
we  know  the  original  at  an  age 
our  curioHty  can  be  very  little 
ned  by  deicriptions  of  courts 
we  never  beheld,  or  reprefcntations 
Bon  which  wc  never  felt. 
t  fatisfaflion  received  from  this 
)f  writing  not  only  begins  early, 
fts  long ;  we  do  not,  as  we  advance 
lie  the  intellectual  world,  thiow  it 
among  other  childi(h  amufemcnts 
alimes,  but  willingly  rctumto  it  in 
>ur  of  indolence  and  relaxation. 
mages  of  true  paftoral  have  always 
wcr  of  exciting  delight,  bccaufe 
nks  of  nature,  from  which  they 
iwn,  have  always  the  lame  order 
siut^',  and  continue  to  force  them- 
upon  our  thoughts,  being  at  once 
IS  to  the  moft  carclefs  regard,  and 
han  adequate  to  the  ftrongeft  rca- 
nd  fe\'ereft  contemplation.  Our 
Ltion  to  ftillnefs  and  tranquillity  is 
I  much  lefTencd  by  long  know- 
of  the  bufy  and  tumultuary  part 
world .  In  childhood  wc  tiun  our 
Ma  to  the  country,  as  to  the  region 
tfarci  we  recur  to  it  in  old  age  as 
of  reft,  indperiupswith  th^t/c- 
jMttdMdrentinousjfladneft,  which 
mnfieJg  mutykwmg  tbofe  places. 


or  recollefling  thoie  occurrences,  that 
contributed  to  his  youthful  emoynicnts, 
and  bring  him  back  to  the  prime  of  life, 
when  the  world  was  gray  with  the  bioqm 
of  novelty,  when  mirth  wantoned  at  hia 
fide,  and  hope  (park led  before  him. 

The  fenfe  of^  this  univerial  pleafuro 
has  invited  numbers  witfjoui  mumbtr  to 
try  their  (kill  in  paftoral  peiformances, 
in  which  titcyhave  senerally  fucceedeil 
after  the  manner  of  omr  imitators,  tranf- 
mitting  the  fame  images  in  the  fame  com- 
bination from  one  to  another,  till  he  that 
reads  the  title  of  a  poem  may  gu^  at 
the  whole  fcries  of  the  compofition;  nor 
will  a  man,  after  the  peruial  of  thon« 
fluids  of  thefe  ^>crformances,  find  his 
knowledge  enlarged  with  a  fmgle  jyiew 
of  naiture  not  produced  before,  or  hit 
imagination  nmuled  with  any  new  ap- 
plication of  thofc  views  to  moral  pur- 
poles. 

The  range  of  paftond  is  indeed  nar- 
row; for  though  nature  itftif,  philofb- 
phically  confidered,  be  inexhauftible,  yet 
it's  general  tSh^%  on  the  eye  and  on  tlie 
ear  are  uniform,  and  incapable  of  much 
variety  of  defcription.  Poetry  cannot 
dwell  upon  the  minuter  diftin6lions,  by 
which  one  fpccies  differs  from  another, 
without  departing  frOm  that  fimplicity 
of  grandeur  which  fills  the  imagination; 
nor  diifedl  the  latent  qualities  of  things, 
without  lofmg  it's  general  power  of  g^- 
tifying  every  mind  by  recalling  it*scon« 
ceptions.  However,  as  each  age  makt% 
fome  difcoveries,  and  thofe  dilcoveiics 
are  by  degrees  eencrally  known,  as  new 
plants  or  modes  of  culture  a^e  intiu- 
duced,  and  by  little  and  little  become 
common,  paftoral  might  receive,  from 
time  to  time,  fmal]  augmentations,  and 
exhibit  once  in  a  centuiy  a  fcene  fome- 
what  varied. 

But  paftoral  fubjc^s  have  been  often, 
like  others,  taken  into  the  hands  of 
thofc  that  were  not  qualified  to-<idi*rn 
thtmj  men  to  whom  tne  face  of  nature 
was  fo  little  knov.Ti,  that  they  hnvQ 
drawn  it  only  after  their  own  imatrina- 
tion,  and  changed  ordiftorted  her  fea- 
tures, that  their  porti  nits  might  appear 
fomcthinff  more  than  (ei-vile  copies  fiom 
their  preJeceflbrs. 

Not  only  the  images  of  rural  life,  but 
the  occaHons  on  which  they  can  be  pro- 
perly produced,  are  few  and  general • 
The  ftate  of  a  man  conf\Tve<\  \o  ^t  «c&- 
plovments  and  pVeaCutes  o(  x)^^  coraxiM^^ 
18  io  little  divcm&cdy  axkdcjL^^t^V^  ^. 

tot 
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few  of  thole  accidents  which  pmduce 
perplexities,  tcmmrs,  and  f«rprifc««,  in 
more  conTi)LicateTl  tranfsiclrons,  thit  he 
ran  be  fticwn  bnt  feldom  in  (iich  cir- 
cumftanecs  as  attraft  ciiriofity.  His 
ambition  is  without  policy,  and  his  love 
without  intrij^iie.  He  has  no  complaints 
to  nrnkc  of  his  rival,  but  that  he  is  rich- 
er than  hiinlclf}  nor  apy  diiaftcra  to 
Lnnent,  bui  a  uuel  millrefs,  or  a  bad 
harrcit. 

The  ronn^^ren  of  the  ncreflity  of  f  >me 
fvfw  fourcc  of  pleafure  induced  Sani>;i- 
raiits  to  remove  the  frtne  fro:n  the 
lieljs  to  the  lea,  to  fubftitutc  fifhemen 
fjr  fliepherds,  and  deiivehis  fentlm^nts 
from  ttic  pifcatory  Irfej  for  which  he  has 
been  ccnlured  by  fuccecding  criticks, 
becaufe  theiea  is  nr  objeSl  of  terror,  and 
by  no  means  proper  to  amnie  the  mind 
and  lay  the  pamcrrs  afleep.  Ap.nnit 
this  objeflion  he  might  be  defended  by 
the  eftablifhed  maxim,  that  the  poet  h.is 
a  right  to  feleft  his  images,  and  is  no 
mere  oblifijed  to  (hew  the  len  in  a  ftorm, 
than  the  Iandtind'.r  an  inundation;  but 
may  difplay  all  the  pleafrTry.,  and  con- 
<i:ai  the  dangers  of  the  wnter,  as  he  may 
lay  his  fhepherd  under  a  fhady  b.^ech, 
■^-ithout  giving  him  an  .igue,  or  letting  a 
wild  bcaft  looft  npon  him. 

Tlici-c  are,  ho%vcvcr,  two  defects  In 
the  pi  fcatory  eclogue,  which  perhaps  can- 
li.'^r.  be  fnpplieil.  The  fca,  though  in 
hot  conn  trie-?  it  is  conlMered  by  thofe 
%v\i(}  live  like  Sannazurliis,  uj-'on  the 
ccnil,  as  n  place  of  pitai'ure  and  ilivt-r- 
fion,  lius  notwithllandinc;  iftuchltfs  v.i- 
rietythan  the  land,  and  tWefore  will  be 
fi^oner  t.vhaiillcd  by  a  dtfcriptive  writer. 
When  he  has  once  Ihcv/n  the  fun  rifing 
rr  fcttingupon  it,  cuiled  it's  wafers  with 
ffie  vernal  breeze,  rolled  the  waves  in 
gnultr  lucccfllon  to  the  Ihorc,  and  tnu- 
futratcd  the  fifh  fporiing  in  the  fliuUows, 
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he  has  nothinc^  remaining  but 
common  to  all  other  poetry,  tl 
plaint  of  a  nymph  for  a  drowncv 
or  the  indignation  of  a  frAier  that 
ftcrs  arercfufed,  andMycon^ai 

Another  obllacle  to  the  genera 
tion  of  th»<  kind  of  jiocUy,  is 
norance  of  maritime  plcafures,  i 
the  gi  cater  part  of  mankind  mufl 
live.  To  all  the  inland  inhabi 
every  region,  the  fca  is  onlykr 
an  immenfe  diti'ufion  of  water 
which  JTicn  pifs  from  oiie  counir 
other,  and  in  which  life  is  fre 
loil.  Theyh.irc,  thci-efbre,  no 
timity  of  tj^cing  in  their  own  th 
the  d^tcriptions  of  winding  fhoi 
'  ca'wi  bays,  nor  can  lock  on  the 
which  they  are  mentioned,  wid 
fwifallons  thm  on  a  fca -chart, 
metrical  geography  of  Dionylius 

This  dtfeft  Sannacarrus  was  h 
from  perceiving,  by  writing  in  a 
lan^iage  to  readers  generally  acq 
with  the  works  of  nature;  but  ii 
made  his  attempt  in  any  vulgar 
he  wouhl  foon  ha\'e  di (covered  ho 
ly  he  had  endcivoured  to  make  th; 
wl'ich  was  not  underllood. 

I  am  afniid  it  will  not  lie  fou: 
to  imjjrovc  tiw  paftoralsof  aniiai 
any  grcat  mi'iitions  or  divcrfih« 
Our  (Icfcripiions  muy  indicd  diff 
thole  of  Virgil,  as  an  Englilh  f 
Italian  iiimmer,  and,  in  fomc  r 
a»  moflern  from  ancient  life;  bin 
ture  is  in  both  countries  nearly  tli 
and  as  poetry  has  to  do  ratht^r  v 
pafllons  Of  men,  whicli  arc  unifor 
tlieir  culton><".,  which  are  changea 
varieties  which  time  or  pl;»v'e  c: 
nii'h  will  be  inronii(kra-.ie:  anc 
endcrrtvour  lo  ihew,  in  the  next  paj 
lirtle  the  latter  agci  haveiontnb 
tht  improvement  of  tile  ruiUck  uu 


N"  XXXVII.    T  U  E  S  D  A  Y,  J U  LY  24,  1 750, 


r  AVTO  ^iyjF.   SOLITUS,    81  q.UANDO  ARMF.NTA   VOCABAT, 

AMriiioN  cruc/i:us.  Vise* 


SUCH  iTRAINS-1   SING  AS  ONCE  AM 
UHLN   LXSTLNINC  FLUCKS  THE  TO 

IN  writinj:  or  judging  of  Paftoral  Poe- 
try, neither  the  authors  nor  criticks 
of  latter  times  fccm  to  have  paid  fuRici- 
ent  n-jrard  to  the  originals  Ittt  us  by  nn- 
tinniiy,  but  have  cjitangled  themfeivcii 
vjth  Uiiiiiccjjhry  iUffiruitk-f  bv  a^lvuut- 


PHION    PI.  AY   n, 
WERFl'L   CALL  OBtV'n. 


Elfhi] 

ing  pjinciple^,  which,  having  ru 
dation  in  the  nature  of  thing*,  ar 
ly  to  be  rejciSlcd  from  a  f)>ecies  o 
poution  in  which,  above  all  othei 
nature  is  to  be  regarded. 

It  ib  ilKrtl'jrc  ncce.'liuy  to  inn 
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ttT  fo-TiC  more  diilinft  and  cacaft  iilca  of 

th:$k:nd  ut'writiii'j.  This  may,  I  think., 

hi  tafily  found  in  the  Pallorals  of  Vir- 

j;;ii,  from  whofc  opinion  it  will  not  ap- 

Y.:,T  ver\'  fafe  to  depart,  if  we  confider 

th.i!  cvtry   advanr.igt-  of  nature,  and  of 

fortutic,  concurred  to  complete  his  pro- 

diictionsj  that  he  was  horn  with  great 

ac.„ricyand  fcvcrity  of  judi^jmcnt,  en- 

iiglitc-ncd  with  all  the  IcaminK  of  one  of 

the hiighteft  a^-s,  and  cnihcllinicd  with 

the  tlei;ancc  of  the  Roman  court;  that 

he  nnployed  his  powers  rather  in  ini- 

proung  than  invcntinsj,  and  therefore 

mult  have  endeavoured  to   recoinjK-nfe 

the  want  of  novelty  by  t>cacrnefs;  that 

tr:kinfij  Theotiituji  for  his  original,  he 

fcunti  palloral  far  advancvul  towards  pcr- 

Frtlion,  and  that  having  fo  gnat  a  rival, 

he  mulUiave  proceeded  with  uncommon 

c-urion. 

ff  we  fcarch  the  writings  of  Virgil 
for  the  true  definition  of  a  paltond,  it 
wiii  'iH*  found  a  poem  in  ivkicb  any  aSiion 
erpaffioH  is  reprtfented  by  Ws  effetls  upon 
a  niuUry  lijin  Whatlbever  theixrfore 
may,  according  to  the  common  cowrie  of 
things,  happen  in  the  country,  may  af- 
fu:  J  a  fuhicit  for  a  paftoral  poet. 

Znthi«  definition,  it  will  immediately 
occur  to  thofe  wlu>  are  verlcd  in  the  wiit- 
ir.gs  of  the  modem  criticks,  that  there  Is 
iu>  mention  of  the  golden  age.  I  can- 
not indeed  caiily  difcover  why  it  is 
thought  ncceffary  to  refer  defcriptions  of 
a  rjral  llate  to  remote  times,  nor  can  I 
(;crceive  that  any  writer  has  coniittently 
{•reicrved  the  Arcadian  manners  and 
icntimcnts.  The  only  reafon,  th.it  I 
hive  read,  on  which  this  nile  has  been 
fjundcd.  Is,  that,  according  to  the  cuf- 
tums  of  modern  life,  it  is  imprchuhic 
th;it  fliepherds  fhould  be  capable-  l  f  !::ir- 
inonious  riumbers,or  delicate  fenlimcnts ; 
and  therefore  the  reader  mull  ex:U  iii^ 
iclcis  of  the  paftoral  eharailtr,  by  y:i.n\  • 
uir  hi»  thoughts  hack  to  the  age  in 
which  the  care  of  herds  uiid  flocks  v/as 
whc  employment  of  the  vfiilii  and  giT ilw ft 
mta. 

Thefc  reoibners  fccm  to  have  bcv.n  led 
ir.!o  their  hypotheds,  by  conlidcring  pif- 
tori),not  in  general,  as  a  reprt  fen  ration 
of  rural  nature,  and  confe'jueniiy  cis 
exhibiting  the  ideas  and  fcntimcziis  of 
thofc,  wnoever  they  arc,  to  whom  the 
cuunt/y  affords  plcafui-eor  employment, 
but  limply  a^  a  dialogue,  or  narrative 
of  meo  a^ualiy  tending  fheep,  and  bu- 
fei  lA  the  ioweSt  anJ  mod  hiboriov.s  of- 


fices;  from  whence  they  very  rcadilv 
concluded,  fincc  eii;uachrs  nuift  necel- 
farily  be  preicrved,  that  cith^T  liic  fen- 
timents  muit  fmk  to  the  level  of  the 
fpeakei"s,  or  the  i'peakers  mull  \yc  railed 
to  the  height  of  the  Icntimcnts. 

In  conleijiienre  of  thele  original  er- 
rors*, a  thoiifand  precqits  have  been 
given,  which  have  onlv  contributed  to 
])erplex  and  confound.  Some  have 
thoi'^ht  it  neccfiTary  lliat  the  imaginary 
nr.mue's  of  the  ^'olilin  age  iliouid  be 
univerully  prcfencl,  :ind  have  theiv- 
fore  bclicveif,  th.at  nothing  moa'  coultl 
be  admitted  in  p  ill'sr.d,  than  lilies  and 
rol'cs,  and  rocJ:s  and  Ih  earns,  amon^ 
wliich  are  heard  the  :;entle  whifpei-s  of 
chute  fon«huTs,  or  the  foft  complaints 
of  amorous  inip.nienie.  In  pvi(h)ml, 
as  in  other  wri:ini;s,  chaftity  of  Icnti- 
ment  ought  douVjUefs  to  he  obib  vn'., 
antt  purity  of  niannu*.  to  be  reprefentt  d; 
not  becaule  the  j>oet  is  confined  to  the 
image;,  of  the  goKIi  n  age,  but.  bccarfe, 
having  the  fubjc^^  in  his  own  choice,  he 
ought  always  to  com'ult  ilie  inteiriJ  of 
viitue. 

Thcfe  advoc.ites  for  the  golden  a^^c 
lav  dewn  otlvLT piincn'.-.*.,  wot  very  con- 
filter.l  wiili  iI-.l!;-  i;e:K';-.l  y.lin  ;  for  ihey 
tell  u.;,  ih:;t,  to  iiip]x)rt  the  chara^lcr  of 
the  iheplierd,  it  is  niojH:r  that  all  r«f:r»v!- 
ment  fhcuhi  *;e  nvoiaed,  and  that  Ujinc 
fli«;hr  inlianCwS  (.f  i;;r.(.rar-ce  lliould  be  ir.- 
teriperfetl.  'J'hus  the  i'l  cph:;rd  ic  Vjrjjii 
is  i\]j)pffd  to  lia-.e  iorjroL  ihc  Lnmc  of 
An.'.ximn!ilei  ;  i\rA,  v.\  Pope,  the  term 
yiiJy.A  L  ;i :  y.>  h..i-\  iVr  a  v:\iiick  :.j>pic- 
hci.lion.  ]>'ir  if  we  j.-lncc  our  flitpuuds 
i.i  riieirpiiTiiir'V!'  e.r:di;itjn,wem.iy  i;:ve 
th.::j  k-arninr!  3ni'.a<r  tn^ir  oth?r  quili- 
ri..::iioii<-;  ur.d  if  v/c  lyS^v  tV>'.in  toailud; 
at  ■ii  to  tfilr,':!:-^  of  l-fer  Owiltcnce,  which 
jv.rh'ips  Ci-.:inc't  v-.ii-i  «ny  ;.-reat  propriety 
l.c  rJIcAvcd,  ti.ce  c/.n  be  no  f.^an^t;  of 
mr.kii.i;  them  Ij-cVk  withtct^m'-ichaccu- 
ra:vj  l.n';'."i?iv»yco!i\::ii«.'d  wiUi  divinitie>, 
ani  tra]:iV.iit:ud  to  ivccccdir.g  ages  the 
ai:*i  of  hiv'. 

OriiLT  v.T'S.T'.  Vr.!n;;  ilie  m«^in  ai..l 
d.  fplc'jDi  conJ.ticij  of  a  ihiph-J  al- 
v/:,'.  .  '  tic.j':  tik-in,  concci'.tf  it  nccirifiry 
todof;i3de  riie  i:.'n'.;ii-'cre  of  paRoml,  by 
cbioictc  irTJi..z:-A  niitirh  wonif.,  whicfi 
tl,-y  w"^  it'j\r.e  jly  call  Doiick,  witiiout 
ret1:;'":lr:<r,  lii?.'  r:cy  O.iun  become  j-.u- 
I'.v;:::  ot  a  minj^kd  diLvot,  which  no 
hu!»:3»-  'tir.^.  -.Vvr  cc/uid  have  fpobjn, 
ti."ti  they  H'.iy  .!■.  v.'-.-il  refiiuMlic  Ipcecii 
a*  i!".t'  Jciiiiir.er.:-:  ct  t.'.:'-i:  \xrVo'5i'3i^,-\rA 

v\vA 
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thtt  none  tf  the  inconiiftencies  which 
they  endeavour  to  avoid,  is  gpcater  than 
that  of  joining  elegance  of  thought  with 
coaWenefs  ot  diftion.  Spcnfer  begins 
erne  of  his  paftorals  with  (hidied  bar- 
barity—* 

Diggon  Dtvie,  1  bid  her  good-day: 
Or^  Diggon  her  is,  or  1  mlflay. 
pig.  Her  was  her  while  it  was  day-light^ 
But  now  htr  is  a  moft  wretched  wighu 

What  will  the  reader  imagine  to  be  the 
fbbje^  on  which  fpeakers  like  thefe 
czercife  their  eloquence?  Will  he  not 
he  fomewhat  diiappointed,  when  he 
£nds  them  met  together  to  condemn  the 
corruptions  of  the  Church  of  Rome? 
Surely,  at  the  fame  time  that  a  fhephcrd 
learns  theolo^,  he  may  gain  fome  ac- 
quaintance with  his  native  language. 

Palloral  admits  of  all  ranks  ot  perfons , 
bccaufe  peiTons  of  all  ranks  inhabit  the 
country.  It  excludes  not,  therefore,  on 
account  of  the  chara£lers  neceflary  to  be 
introduced,  any  elevation  or  delicacy  of 
Sentiment;  thofe  ideas  only  are  improper 
which,  not  owing  their  original  to  rural 
objefls,  are  not  paftoral.  Such  is  the 
exclamation  in  Vu'gil-— 

JhincfciofuidJitjImorfdurU  in  eautibut  ISum 
ijkans^aut  RhcJoptjaut  txtremi  Garmnauttsy 
^tcgcMtit  mfiipueruwty  necftrngHmu^edunt* 

I  know  thep,  Lovej  in  dcferts  thouwert  bred, 
AnA  at  the  dugs  of  favage  tygersfed} 
Alien  of  birth,  ufurper  of  the  plains* 

Drtden. 

vhich  Pope  cndeavourinj^  to  copy,  was 
cafried  to  IHll  greater  impropriety: 

.  I  know  thee,  Love,  wild  ac  the  raging  main, 
More  fierce  than  tygers  on  the  Lybitn  plain ; 
Thou  wert  from^tna'sburningentraik  torn  J 
Begot  in  tempefts,  and  in  thunders  born ! 

Sentiments  like  thcfe,  as  thev  have  no 
frrotind  in  nature,  ai-e  indeed  of  little 
▼aloe  in  any  poem;  but  in  pattorai  they 
are  particularly  liable  to  cenfure,  be- 
caufc  it  wants  that  exultation  alwve 
common  life,  which  in  tragick  or  hc- 
rock  writings  often  re  concilcs  us  to  bold 
flights  and  daiingtiwures. 

Paftoral  bcin^;  the  rcprcfentation  of 
^li  aSiUn  orp/ijffton.  by  ifs  fjfe^s  upon  a 
<OHntry  life,  h»s  nothing  peculiar  but  it's 

■  confinetnehr  to  niral  imager)-,  without 
which  it  ceal'cR  to  be  paftoral.  This  is 
it's  true  chara6ieri<lick,  and  this  it  can- 
not lofe  by  any  dignity  of  fentiment,  or 

hejwlyofUtWoa.  The  PoUio  of  Virgil) 
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with  all  it's  elevation,  is  a  comp. 
truly  bucoHck,  though  nje^ed  1 
criticksj  for  all  the  images  are 
taken  from  the  country,  or  from  i 
ligion  of  the  age  conmion  to  all  ps 
the  empire. 

The  Silenus  is  indeed  of  a  moi 

Sutable  kind,  becaufe  though  the 
ea  in  the  country,  the  fong  beir 
ligious  and  hiftoncal,  had  been  i 
adapted  to  any  other  audience  or 
Neither  can  it  well  be  defended  as 
tion,  for  the  introduflion  of  a  god 
to  imply  the  golden  age,  and  yet 
hides  to  many  fubfequcnt  tranfa^ 
and  mentions  Gallus  the  poet*s  co: 
porary. 

It  feems  neceflary  to  the  perf 
of  this  poem,  that  the  occafion  • 
IS  fuppofed  to  produce  it,  be  at  le; 
inconliftcnt  with  a  country  life,  < 
likely  to  intereft  t"hofe  who  have  i 
into  places  of  foKtudc  and  quiet, 
the  more  bufy  part  of  mankind, 
therefore  improper  to  ^ve  the  tttl 
paftoral  to  verfcs  in  which  the  fpc; 
after  the  flight  mention  of  their  f 
fidl  to  complaints  of  errors  in  the  c1 
and  conniptions  in  the  govemroe 
to  lamentations  of  the  death  of  fo 
luftrious  perfon,  whom,  when  on 
boet  has  called  a  (hepherd,  he  h 
longer  any  labour  upon  his  bandi 
can  make  the  clouds  weep,  and 
wither,  and  the  fhccp  hang  their  1 
without  art  or  learning,  genius  or 
It  is  part  of  Claudian*s  chara£ 
his  ntftick,  that  he  computes  his 
not  by  the  fucceflion  of  confuls, 
harvefts.  Thoft  who  pafs  their  d 
retreats  diftant  from  the  theatres  c 
fincfs  are  always  leaft  liktly  to 
their  imaghnation  with  publick  afi 
The  facility  of  treating  aftic 
events  in  the  paftoral  ftyle  has  i 
many  writers,  from  whom  more 
ment  might  have  been  expe£Ved, 
the  forrow  or  the  joy  which  the  oc 
required  into  the  month  of  Dap) 
of  Thvrlis;  and  as  one  abfurditj 
natin-ally  be  expcfted  to  make  w! 
anotlicr,  they  have  written  with  ', 
tcr  difrcarard  both  of  life  and  n 
and  filled  their  produftions  with  nr 
logical  alUifions,  with  incredible  fU 
and  with  fcntimcnts  which  neithe 
fion  norrcafon  could  havedi£lated 
the  change  which  religion  has  m 
the  whole  fyftcm  of  the  world. 
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AVRIAM  <^U1SQ.VI8  MK  DIOCRIT  AT  KM 
PILIGtTf    TU1W8   CAftKT   OESortTI 
tORDIIVt  TZCTI,    CARET   INVIPENDA 
■  OftRttS    AULA. 

HOR. 

THE  MAN  WITHIN  TkI  GOLDZN   MFAN, 
WHO  CAN  HIS  KOLDEST   WISH  CONTAIN, 
IKCURrLT  VIEWS  THE  RUINED  CRLI., 
rn'MERC   SORDID  WANT   AND   SORROW  DWELL^ 
AND   IN  HIMSELF   8tRENX.LY  QREAT, 
SZCLINXt  AN  XNVXED  ROOM  OF  STATB. 


AMONG  many  parallels  which  men 
uf  imagination  have  dnwn  between 
the  natural  and  moral  Jlatc  ot'the  worM, 
it  has  been  obicrveil  that  hauMneis,  as 
well  as  virtue,  conlilU  in  Mediocrity; 
that  to  avoid  every  extreme  is  neceflar}-, 
even  to  hhn  who  has  no  other  care  than 
to  psfs  through  thi  prefcatllate'with  eafe 
and  £ifety;  and  that  the  middle  patli  is 
thie  roa4  of  ftcurit)',  on  cither  Tide  of 
which  are  not  only  the  pitfals  of  vice, 
hut  the  precipices  of  ruin. 

Thu«  the  maxim  of  Cleobulus  the 
Llndian,  '  ^frpev  a^tcM*— Mediocrity  is 
*  hell,*  has  been  long  confidcred  as  an 
univerfal  principle,  extended  through  the 
^ole  compafs  of  life  and  nature.  The 
experience  of  cveiy  age  fcems  to  have 
given  it  new  confirmation,  and  to  fliew 
that  nothing,  however  ipccious  or  allur- 
ing, is  pirfued  with  propriety,  or  en- 
joj-«d  witli  fafe^,  beyond  certain  limits. 

Even  the  gifts  of  nature,  which  may 
tnity  be  conudered  as  tike  moft  To! id  and 
durable  of  all  terreftrial  advantages,  arc 
found,  when  they  exceed  the  midiUe 
point,  to  draw  tlic  pofTciTor  into  many 
calamities,  eafily  avoideil  by  others  that 
have  been  iefii  bountifully  enriched  or 
adorned.  We  fee  every  day  women 
pnipi  with  infamy,  by  having  been  too 
willing  to  fet  their  beauty  to  Ihcw;  and 
others,  though  not  with  equal  guilt  or 
nifery,  yet  with  very  ftiarp  remorie, 
lan^ifliing  io  decay,  neglect,  and  ob- 
fturity,  for  havine  ratc«i  thtir  youtliful 
charms  at  too  high  a  price.  And,  in- 
deed, if  the  opinion  ofBacon  be  tluMight 
•0  defirve  much  regard,  very  few  fighs 
Would  be  vented  for  cjninent  and  fuper- 
latare  elegance  of  form:  '  For  beautiful 
'  women,'*  lays  he, '  arc  fcldom  of  any 


FxANeis. 

•  p^at  accompliihments,  becanfe  th(iy, 

•  for  the  moll  part,  ftuJy  behaviour  ra- 

•  ther  than  virtue.' 

Health  and  vigour,  and  a  happy  coii- 
ilitiuiun  of  the  corporeal  frame,  are  of 
abfolute  ncceffity  to  the  enjoyment  of  the 
comforts,  and  to  the  perfoi-mance  of  the 
duties  of  life,  and  rcquifTte  in  yet  a 
greater  nieafurc  to  the  accompliOiment 
of  anything  illuflrious  ordiftinguiOicdi 
yet  even  thde,  if  ws  can  judge  by  their 
apparent  confequcnccs,  arc  fometimes 
not  very  beneficial  to  thofe  on  whom 
they  arc  moft  liberally  beftowed.  They 
that  fivquent  the  chambers  of  the  ficlc* 
will  generally  find  the  fharpefl  pains^ 
and  moft  ftubbom  maladies,  among 
them  whom  confidence  of  the  force  of  na- 
ture formerly  betrayed  to  negligence  and 
irregularitvj  and  that  fuperfluity  of 
rtrcngth,  which  was  at  once  tlieir  boaf^ 
and  their  fnare,  has  often,  in  die  latter 
part  of  life,  no  other  eft'eft  than  that 
It  continues  them  long  in  impotence  and 
anguifh. 

Thcie  gifts  of  nature  arc,  however, 
always  blefTmgs  in  thtrnfclves,  and  to 
be  acknowledged  with  gj*atitudc  to  him 
that  gives  tlicm;  lincc  they  are,  in  their 
regular  and  legitimate  l  ft  efts,  produc- 
tive of  hanpincis,  and  prove  pernicious 
only  by  voluntary  corruption, or  idle  neg- 
ligience.  And  as  there  is  little  danger  of 
purfuing  them  with  too  nuich  arduur  or 
anxiety,  bccaufc  no  fkill  or  diligence  can 
hope  to  procure  them,  the  uncertainty 
of  their  influence  upon  our  lives  is  men- 
tioned, not  to  depreciate  their  real  va- 
lue, but  to  i-eprcis  the  dii content  and 
envy  to  which  the  want  of  them  often 
gi\iK  occafion  in  thofc  who  do  not  cnougli 
iulp<r6\  tlieii-  own  frailty,  nor  confider 
M  Lo'W 
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how  much  lefs  is  the  calamity  of  not 
pofli  iTinfif  great  powers,  than  of  not  ufing 
ihcm  aright. 

Of  all  thofe  things  tliat  make  ns  fu- 
pcrior  to  others,  there  Is  none  fo  much 
within  the  reach  of  our  endeavours  as 
riches,  nor  any  thing  more  eagerly  or 
conffantly  dciired.  Poverty  is  an  evil 
al"ways  in  our  view;  an  evil  complicated 
with  fo  many  circumftances  of  uneafincfs 
and  vexation,  that  every  man  is  ftudious 
to  avoid  it.  Some  d^ree  of  riches  is  there- 
fore required,  that  wc  may  be  exempt 
from  the  gripe  of  neceffity;  when  this 
purpofe  is  once  attained,  we  naturally 
wifli  for  more,  that  the  evil  which  is  re- 
garded with  fo  much  hoiTor,  ipay  be  yet 
at  a  greater  diftance  from  us;  as  he  that 
has  once  felt  or  dreaded  the  paw  of  a 
lavage,  will  not  be  at  reft  till  they  are 
parted  by  feme  barrier,  which  may  take 
away  all  poflibility  of  a  fecond  attack. 
X  o  this  point,  if  fear  be  not  unrca- 
fonably  indulged,  Clcobulus  would,  per- 
haps, not  rcTufe  to  extend  his  mcdfo- 
crity.  But  it  almoft  always  happens, 
that  the  man  who  grows  rich,  changes 
Jiis  notions  of  poverty,  ftates  his  wants 
by  fome  new  meafure;  and,  from  flying 
the  enemy  that  pui-fued  hiiTL,  bends  his 
jcndcavours  to  overtake  tliofe  whom  he 
fees  before  him.  The  power  of  gratify- 
ing his  appetites  encrcales  their  demands ; 
a  thouland  wifhcs  crowd  in  upon  him, 
importimatc  to  be  fatisfied;  and  vanity 
and  ambition  op^'n  profpcvls  to  defire, 
vhich  ft  ill  grow  wider,  as  they  are  more 
contcmplateii. 

Thus  in  time  want  is  enlarged  with- 
out bounds ;  aji  eagerncfs  for  increafc  of 
^fTcfllons  deluges  the  foul,  and  we  Inik 
jnto  the  giilphs  of  infatiability,  only  be- 
caulc  v/e  do.  notfuJHciently  confidcr,  that 
all  real  need  is  very  foon  fupplied,  and 
all  real  danger  of  it's  invafion  eafil)  pre- 
xluded;  that  the  claims  of  vanity,  being 
without  limits,  muft  be  denied  at  la(l; 
and  that  the  pain  cf  rcprelTing  them  is 
lefs  pungent  before  they  have  been  long 
accuftomcd  to  compliance. 

Wholbcver  fhall  look  hccdfully  upon 
.thole  who  are  eminent  for  their  riches, 
will  not  think  their  condhion  fuch  as  that 
he  fhould  hazfird  his  quiet,  anci  much 
iefs  his  virtue,  to  obtain  It.  For  all  that 
great  wealth  generally  gives  above  a  mo- 
.  derate  fortune,  is  more  room  for  the  freaks 
•f  caprice,  and  more  j>rivile^  for  igno- 
rance axKiyicc^  z  quicker  iucccffioii  of 


flatteries,  and  a  larger  circle  of 
oufnefs. 

There  is  one  reafon  feldom  1 
which  makes  riches  lefs  defirab 
much  wealth  is  very  frequently 
fion  of  poverty.  He  whom  the 
nefs  ot  abundance  has  once 
eafily  links  into  negle^l  of  hi; 
and  he  that  thinks  he  can  affc 
negligent,  is  not  far  from  bei 
He  will  foon  be  involved  in  per 
which  his  inexperience  will  re 
furmountable;  he  will  fly  for 
thofe  whofe  intereft  it  is  that  1 
be  more  diftrefled,and  will  be  at 
to  pieces  by  the  vultures  that  al^ 
ver  over  fortunes  in  decay. 

When  the  plains  of  India  wc 
up  by  a  long  continuance  of  ( 
Hamet  and  Kafchid,  two  ncigl 
fliepherds,  faint  with  thirft,  fto< 
common  boundary  of  their  grou: 
their  flocks  and  herds  pantln 
them,  and  in  extremity  of  diftn 
ed  for  water.  On  a  hidden  th' 
becalmed,  the  birds  ceafed  to  cl 
the  flock  s  to  bleat.  They  turned  1 
every  way,  and  faw  a  being  ol 
ftature  advancing  througfh  th< 
whom  they  knew  upon  his  n< 
proach  to  be  the  Gemus  of  Difti 
In  one  hand  he  held  the  fheavcs 
,ty,  and  in  the  other  the  fabre  of 
tion.  The  fliepherds  flood  tn 
and  woiild  have  retired  before  Y 
he  called  to  them  with  a  voice  j 
the  breeze  that  plays  in  the 
among  the  fpices  of  Sabxa — * 

*  from  your  benefaflor,  childrt 

*  duft!  I  am  come  to  offer  y< 
'  which  only  your  own  folly  c: 

*  vain.     You  here  pray  for  wa 

*  water  T  will  beftowj  let  me  kr 

*  how  much  you  will  be  fatisfid 
'  not  rafhly;  conlider,  that  of  ^ 

*  can  be  enjoyed  by  the  body, 
'  no  Ids  dangerous  than  fcarcity 

*  you  1  v'membcr  the  pain  of  tl 

*  not  forget  the  danger  of  fuffbc 

*  Now,  Ilamct,  tell  me  your  ret] 
*  O  Being,  kind  and  benefice 

Hamet,  '  let  thine  eye-  pardon  1 

*  fufion.    I  entreat  a  little  broo) 

*  in  fummcr  fliall  hever  be  dry, 

*  winter  never  overflow."—*  It  i 

*  cd,'' replies  the  Genius;  and 
diately  he  opened  the  ground  ^ 
fabtc,  and  a  lountain  bubbling  1 
their  feet,  Mattered  it's  rills  < 

m 


JmsL^J^. 
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8CS;  the  flo-.vcrs  renewed  their  fra- 

,  tiie  trees  fpread  a  greener  foli- 

nd  the  Aocks  and  herds  quenched 

lirtl. 

•n  turning  to  Rafchid,  the  Genius 

I  him  likcv/ifc  to  offer  his  petition. 

jucil,'  fays  Ralchid,  *  that  thou 

turn  the  Ganges  through  mv 
nds»  with  all  his  waters,  and  all 
'  inhabiranli.'  Hamet  was  ftruck 
legreatnels  of  his  neighbour's  fen- 
s,  ami  fecretly  repined  in  his  heart, 
!  had  not  made  the  i'amc  petition 

him ;  when  the  Genius  Ipoke— > 
L  man,  be  not  infatiable!  remem- 

to  thee  that  ia  nothing  which 

canfi  not  u(c:  and  how  arc  thy 


*  wants  greater  than  the  wants  of  Ha- 

*  met ?'  Rafcliid  repeated  his  defire,  and 
pleafcd  himfelif  with  the  mean  appear- 
ance that.Hamct  would  make  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  tlie  proprietor  of  the  Ganges. 
The  Genius  then  retired  to\var<is  the 
river,  and  the  two  fluphcrils  ftooti  wait-  [ 
ing  tlie  event.  As  Rafchid  was  look- ' 
ing  v/ith  contempt  upon  his  neigbour,  on 
a  fudden  was  heard  the  roar  of  torrents, . 
and  they  found  by  the  mighty  ftream 
that  the  mounds  of  the  Ganges  were 
broken.  The  flood  rolled  forward  into 
the  lands  of  Rafchid,  his  plantations 
were  torn  up,  his  flocks  ovenvhehncd, 
he  was  fwept  away  before  it,  and  a  i:ra- 
codile  devoured  him. 


N«»XXXIX:    TUESDAY,    JULY  31,    1750. 
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AU'ONIl'ts 
UNBLZtT,    STILL    D0OM*P  TOWED  WITH  MISERY. 


E  condioon  of  the  female  fez  has 
ccnfrBQUcifiiythe  (ubje^  of  com- 
to  medical  writers,  bccaufe  their 
ition  of  body  is  fucfa,  that  every 
UfeMngs  ifs  peculiar  difeafes: 
ephced,acconding  to  the  proverb, 
n  Scylla  and  Charjbdis,  with  no 
Iwice  than  of  dangers  r(]ually  for- 
e;  and  whether  they  embrace  mar- 
or  determine  upon  a  fingle  life, 
poied,  in  confequcnce  of  thefr 
toiicknefs,  mtfer)',  and  death. 
tre  to  be  wifhed  that  Co  gix-at  a 
of  natunl  infelicity  might  not  be 
id  by  adventitious  and  nrtificial 
1}  and  that  bciiigrs  whofe  beauty 
mot  behold  without  admiration; 
lofe  delicacy  wc  cannot  contem- 
ithont  tendemefs,  might  be  fuf- 
>  enjoy  every  alleviation  of  their 
•„  Bat,  however  it  has  happen',  d, 
iom  of  the  world  feems  to  have 
mned  in  a  kind  of  confpiracy 
dcm,  tliough  it  does  not  appear 
f  had  thcmfelves  an  equal  fhai-e 
eftabliAiment;  and  prd'criptioi^s 
by  whomfocver  they  weitbfijun, 
V  of  long  continuance,  and  by 
icnce  of  threat  authority,  fccm  to 
noft  excluded  them  from  conrent, 
tibever  condition  they  fliall  pafs 
es. 
ry  ivfuib  the  focicty  cf  men,  and 


continue  in  that  ftate  which  is  rc.ifonably 
fuppofed  to  place  happinefs  mott  in  their 
own  power,  they  feldom  give  thofe  that 
frequent  their  converfation  any  exalted 
notions  of  the  blL-fling  of  liberty;  for 
whether  it  he  that  they  arc  angry  to  fee 
with  what  inconfidcratc  c.ig'.mcfs  other 
heedlefs  females  i-ufli  into  lV\v«rr)',  or 
with  what aMurd  vanity  the  mar/ied  la- 
dies boaft  the  change  of  ih^ir  ccnJitioii, 
and  condemn  tiie  heroines  whocpd:  '.voiu- 
to  aflcrt  the  natural  dignity  t»f  t!'i-?:i  l-.-:; 
whcthtr  they  are  confci;:»iJS<.!iar  lil.t-  rr-.r- 
ren  counrrios  thty  ar»ifrcc,  only  l^jTaiuV 
they  wei-e  never  ihouvht  to  Jtluvj  th'j. 
trouble  of  a  cunqueil,  or  [V.v'pi'..^  ■>'."t 
thvir  fmccriiy  is  not  always  ULl'ili-::::- 
Cil,  when  they  dochuv  the-r  cor.TLinj.r  «..f 
menj  it  is  cti'tain,  that  they  f;.?ic":'.:ly 
appear  to  have  Ibnie  iirc:^t  :irJ  ire  <?".r.r 
caiif^!  of  unealinvfs,  and  Tint  in;- .-in  nf 
them  have  at  lalt  been  pji'i:r.i'..  I,  '-v 
powerful  rh».*to«iciari<?,  tu  ny  in..-  l-i,. 
which  they  h?.d  lo  Iop.l'  contoir.n.  i,  •::i.i 
p\it  on  the  l>r'!('al  ornp.incr.ti  *:  a  :\:.\^ 
wh;.'n  they  lv.:i'.r  became  th-.m. 

What  arcr  t:.'.  'cal  cauff!;  of  he  ii::;>:i- 
tiencc  which  the  Indies  '!:!Vo-.lt  ip  ;i  \  li  - 
t*in  fbte,  I  Ihri'l  ;v.rh;:jv.i  i-i]:^  foir.c  oriivi- 
otraiu*:!  to  t>:  iir'v;.  ']  li.it  il  i:'  iio» 
to  be  envied  for  i-'s  h-.'.r''i;r.L'<,  :'\.}"-  .j  . 
from  tlie  rol:c'.t;i:l-^  \v?"h  wl.l.  11  li  w 
avoidw'Jj    fiom  \\:^  c.-.)"i.iyr.  -.iLiMW-iily 
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prevalent  among  the  fex,  that  no  woman 
continues  long  in  it  hut  hecaiiie  ihc  is 
not  invited  to  forfake  it  j  from  the  dif- 
pofition  always  (hewn  to  treat  old  maids 
as  the  itfiife  of  the  world  5  and  from  the 
vrillingnefs  with  which  it  is  often  quitted 
at  la  It,  by  thofe  whofe  experience  has 
enabled  them .10  judge  atleilure,  and  de- 
cide with  authority. 

Yet  fuch  is  life,  that  whatever  i»  pro- 
pofed,  it  is  much  eafier  to  find  reafons 
for  rcjcdling  than  embracing.  Mar- 
riage, though  a  certain  fecurky  from  the 
reproach  and  folitude  of  antiquated  vir- 
ginity, has  yet,  as  it  is  uiually  conduct- 
ed, many  difadvantages.  that  take  away 
much  fiom  the  pleafure  which  fociety 
promifes,  and  might  afford,  if  pleafurcs 
and  pains  were  honcftly  fhaiied,  and  mu- 
tual confidence  inviolabiv  preferved. 

The  miferies,  indeed,  which  many  la- 
clies  fuffer  under  conjugal  vexations,  are 
to  be  confidercd  with  great  pity,  bccaufe 
their  hufbands  are  often  not  taken  by 
them  as  objects  of  affc6lion,  but  fprccd 
upon  them  by  autliority  and  violence,  or 
by  perfuafion  and  importunity,  equally 
rcfiltlefs  when  urged  by  thpfe  whom  they 
have  been  always  accullomed  to  i'eve- 
rence  and  obe}';  and  it  very  icidom  ap- 
pears, that  thofe  who  are  thus  defpotick 
in  tlie  diCpofal  of  their  children,  pay  any 
regard  to  their  domelHck  and  perfunal 
feljcity,  or  think  it  fo  much  to  be  en- 
quired whether  they  will  be  happy,  as 
whether  ihey  will  be  rich. 

Ii  may  be  urged,  in  extenuation  of  this 
crime,  which  parents,  not  in  any  other  re- 
fpe6l  to  be  numbered  with  rubbers  and 
afTanins,  frequently  commit,that,  in  their 
eilimation,  riches  and  happinefs  arc  e- 
quival:;nt  terms.  I'hey  have  paiTed  their 
iivcs  with  no  other  wifh  than  that  of  ad- 
ding acre  to  acne,  and  filling  one  bag  af- 
ter another,and  imagine  the  advantage  of 
a  daughter  fuiiiciently  confidered,  when 
thcv  have  fccured  her  a  large  jointure, 
antf  given  her  rciifopable  expeflations  of 
living  in  the  midll  of  thofe  pleafures 
with  whurh  (he  had  feen  her  father  and 
mothi.r  iblacing  their  age. 

There  is  an  ouconomicul  oracle  reeciv- 
fd  among  the  pruitcntinl  part  of  the 
woild,  which  advifes  fathers  fo  marry 
their  Jaugklei's  left  they  Jbould  marry 
tkemfel*vcs\  by  which  I  iunpolt:  it  is  im- 
plied, that  women  It  ft  to  their  own  con- 
dui5t,  generally  unite  ihemlcUvs  with 
fuch  partnci*s  as  can  contribute  \xvy  lit- 
tle to  their  fvlicitj*.  Who  was  thw  auuSor 


of  this  maxim,  or  with  what  in 
it  was  orj^nally  utterc<I,  I  have  i 
dircovered;  but  imagine  that,  h 
folemnly  it  may  be  ti  anfmitted,  c 
ever  impUcilly  received,  it  ran 
no  authority  which  nature  has  > 
it  cannot  liccnii;  Titius  co  be  unj 
Caia  Ihould  be  imprudentj  nor  gi' 
to  imprifon  for  life,  left  liberty 
be  ill  employed. 

That  the  ladies  have  fometir 
curred  imputations  which  might 
rally  produce  edi^^s  not  much  in  t 
vour,  nnift  be  confeded  by  their  > 
advocates  J  and  I  have  indeed  fcld 
feived,  that  when  the  tendcmef) 
tue  of  their  parents  has  prcfcrvc 
from  forced  marriage,  and  left ' 
large  to  chufe  their  own  path  in 
byrinth  of  life,  they  have  ma 
great  advantage  of  their  liberr 
commonly  take  the  opportunit) 
dependence  to  trille  away  youth, 
their  bloom  in  a  hurry  of  diverfu 
curling  in  a  fucceiTion  too  quick 
room  for  any  fettled  reflexion; 
the  world  without  gaining  exp 
and  at  laft  regulate  titeir  choice 
tives  trifling  as  thofe  of  a  girl, 
ccnary  as  thofe  of  a  mifcr. 

Mclanthia  came  to  town  u] 
death  of  her  father,  with  a  vei 
fortune,  and  with  the  reputati( 
much  larger ;  fhe  was  therefore  f 
and  carclfed  by  many  men  of  nu 
by  fome  of  imderflanding ;  but 
an  infatiable  defire  of  pleafure, 
not  at  leiiiu^,  from  the  park,  the  \ 
the  theatres,  vifits,  affemblics,  ai 
querades,  to  attend  feriouiiy  to  : 
pofal,  but  was  ftill  impatient  f( 
flatterer,  and  neglected  marriag 
ways  in  her  power;  till  in  time  lie 
ers  fell  away,  weaiied  with  expci 
gufted  at  lier  folly,  or  oflendcdb; 
confbncy;  fhe  heard  of  concerts  i 
fhe  was  not  invited,  and  was  m 
once  forced  to  fit  ilill  at  an  af&c 
^-ant  of  a  partner.  In  this 
chance  threw  in  her  way  Philoi 
a  man  vain,  glittering,  and  the 
as  hericlf,  who  had  fpent  a  ib 
tune  in  equipage  and  drefs,  a 
fhining  in  the  laft  fuit  for  w 
tailor  would  give  liim  credit, 
been  long  endeavouring  to  reti 
extrav^i^nce  by  marriage,  andl 
foon  paid  his  court  to  Melanthi 
after  (>jms  weeks  of  infenfibil 
him  at  a  ball,  and  was  wholly  0 
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by  K»^  performance  in  a  m iiiuet .     T Ik  y 

norrudi    but     a  man   cannot   always 

(iance,  and  Philoiryphiis  had  no  other 

mtthod  of  plealing'/liowever,  as  neitlicr 

vm  in  any  great   degree  vicious,  they 

live  together  with  no  other  unhappincis 

than  racuitj-  of  mind,  and  tliat  taltclefl'- 

ntls  of  life  which  proceeds  from  a  ia- 

iiiiy  of  ju\cinlc  pleafures,  and  an  utter 

inahility  to  fill  their  place  by  nobler  cin- 

filoymentc.     As  thiey  have  known  tht 

taihionable  world  at  ibc  fame  time,  they 

agree  in  their  notions  of  all  thofe  liib- 

jtcki  on  which  they  ever  fpcak.}  and  ht- 

ing  able  to  add  nothing  to  the  itk-as  of 

each  other t  are  not  much  inclined  to 

converfation,  but  very  often  join  in  one 

wiih— *  That  they  could  liecp  more, 

aad  thiuk  leiji.* 


Ar^yiis,  aficr  liavinT  reruild  a  iliou- 
fand  oifers,  at  lall  ccralciited  to  mairy 
Cotyius,  the  younger  brother  of  a  duke, 
a  man  without  elegance  of  mien,  beauty 
of  pcrfon,  or  force  of  underilanding; 
who,  while  he  courted  her,  could  not 
always  forl'^ar  allu lions  to  her  blitlij 
and  I  ants  how  cheaply  ihe  would  pur- 
chali;  an  :uliancc  to  fo  illuihious  a  fajnily. 
Hi<i  conduft  from  the  houv  of  his  mar- 
riage has  bwtn  inruiV«.rdbly  tyrauinical; 
nor  has  he  any  other  re^n!  to  her  than 
wh.it  arills  fiyni  his  dciire  that  hc-r  a^;- 
pcarancc  niny  not  difgrace  him.  Upon 
tills  principle,  however,  he  always  or- 
ders that  ihc  /lioulJ  be  gaily  drw-fled,  and 
Iplcndidly  attended}  uiid  liic has,  amun^j 
all  her  moninc.-.tions,  the  happiucis  lo 
tiikc  pbcc  of  htr  eldcil  filter. 


N*  XL.    SATURDAY,  AUGUST  4,  1750. 


——NEC  DICIT,    CUR    EGO   AMICUM 
orriKPAM   IV   NUCIS.^       HX,  NL'CA:  SF.RIA  DUCEKT 
IN  MA.  A  OIRISUM   fcXMKL.  „ 

troa  lAY,  FOR   TRIFLES  WHY  SHOTJ1.D  I  niSPI  KA«:E 
THE   MAN  1  LOVE?       FOR    TKIKLFSSUCHaSTKIM. 
TO  SERIOUS  mischief;    LF.AP  THK  man   I    I.OVF, 
ir  OKCB  THE  FLATTKREk's  RIDICULE   HE  Pi&UVf. 


T  has  bten  remarked,  that  authors 
are  gejius  irritabiie'^a  generafioa 
utofteu 

giving 


I  . 

%m  tqfayput  out  oj  temper  \vj\6.  that  they 
Seldom  fail  of  giving  proofs  of  their 
in£cihiuty  upon  the  uigntcft  attack  of 
crJicifm»  or  the  moft  gentle  or  modett 
cSKT  of  advice  and  information. 

Writers  being 'belt  acquainteil  with 
tat  another,  have  reprciented  tliis  cha- 
ncer as  prevailing  among  men  of  li- 
terature, which  a  more  extenfive  view 
cf  the  world  would  have  fhewn  them  to 
bediffufisd  through  all  human  nature,  to 
mmgle  hfislf  witn  every  fpecies  of  um- 
biticm  and  defire  pf  praiie,  and  to  dil- 
cover  tC%  efiefb  with  greater  or  lefs  rc- 
Iniiit,  and  under  difguil'cs  mor.:  or  li  fs 
aitftil,  in  all  places  and  all  conditions. 

The  quarrels  of  writers,  indeed,  arc 
nan  oUnvedy  bccauie  they  neccifarily 
appeal  to  the  decifion  of  the  publick. 
Twirxainitiea  arc -incited  by  nv'plauicrs 
(ran  fheir  parties,  and  prolonged  by 
ticacbeiiDiis  encouragement  for  general 
4irKfioD|  and  w)i£a  the  conteil  huppeas 


Francis. 

to  rill-  high  bch.veenm?n  cf  genius  and 
leai  nir.t-,  it's  int:niwry  is  continued  for 
the  lianit^  realon  ss  it's  vehemence  was  at 
firrt  pronotL-d,  hot  -.uie  it  gratifies  the 
riiaitvck:i.e  or  CMioiliv  of  reaiUrs,  antl 
itiicvcs  ihcvacanfivv.oi'iircwiih  aniule- 
incnt  ami  lauj^htor.  'i  he  pvrional  dif- 
piilcs,  tlwrcfure,  of  ri'.ais  in  wit  arc 
Jbmctnnes  lianluiittvd  to  polierity,  wlieu 
the  ;^jrudircs  aiul  Ik-  i.  -luiiiiiiigs  of  nit n 
IcjV  conlpiAiiunis,  tlioii^jhcmiicj  on  wifh 
etjuai  l)iLtcmelV,  ur.d ];iu'juitive  of ^rv.ir- 
er  evils,  arc  CaJ).';clI  to  the  k.novvluli.c 
of  tht^li-  only  wlnjm  ihcy  nearly  afllit, 
and  flittered  to  pul"^  ou  an  J  be  fi>ri;ottcn 
aniunj-  common  unu  caiiial  ti\.ni"actions. 
1  !icrc:"n'ii;n.nt  wmcn  iiicdilcovcry  or 
a  fiuilt  or  ft.lly  piodua-.;,  mult  bear  a. 
certain  proponioii  to  oi'.i  j)ride,  and  will 
i";-:;ul.u ly  be  more  aci-imonious,  as  pride 
is  more  imnje^tia'Lly  ih-.-  principle  of  ac- 
tion. In  v.'hr.lvVtr,  th  rcf'or:;,  we  wilh 
or  iinaji'nL"  o-.iiHl.\.;  to  txcil,  wc  (hall 
al\v:i\>  be  dil"pi(.;i:"'"j  to  li:»vc  our  claims 
to  ropuuiiyn  dilpuici,  and  more  dif- 
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plwftdi  if  the  accompliilimert  f)t^  TiirK 
sn  cun  cjt^scft  rfpu^ation  cnly  toi  it\  tx- 
waivt.  For  this  leninn,  it  is  cor-T^nn 
TO  find  TTicn  brcik  cut  into  rig^  M  :my 
Tjifmvations  to  tb^;  dilvulvniitaj^e  of  tiidr 
*fil,  who!i:ivcl)ornc  v/:ih  [;iCAt  p.xriL- "c 
Tiflt^icTi>  on  their  mrrjJai  and  ci  wu- 
ritn  it  has  bt^n  iT*ays  knowji^  th;it  no 
tunftii'e  wounch  fo  H'jcp'y,  r>r  rjnklts  fo 
Icjiip,  a*  ibjt  wli^cii  clui^Ci  them  with 
w^LTit  of  bt:L*;ty. 

As  men  fivcjufntty  fill  their  iTnufjiiia- 
lions  with  trifling  ptiii'jits,  ariil  i>'l1jc 
thcmfdvcs  moft  with  iiunL^^tif  im^ll  im- 
portance, I  have  ofiLn  kno-.vn  vciy  Ic- 
vcrc  and  lallin^  malcvobncc  excite .1  by 
xnilucky  cenfurc?,  which  would  h.ive 
fallen  without  any  efisri^l,  had  tht-y  not 
hapjxrncd  to  wound  a  part  remarkably 
tender.  Gu'.hdu?,  who  valued  himlcif 
upon  the  nicety  of  his  palate,  difinhcriicd 
his  eldcll  Ton  for  tL-lling  hini  that  tlic 
wine,  wV.ch  he  was  then  ccmmcndinjr, 
was  the  fame  which  he  had  fcnt  away 
the  day  before,  n»»t  fit  to  be  dmnk. 
Proculus  withdrew  liis  kindncfs  fioin  a 
nephew,  whom  he  had  always  confidcnd 
as  the  moft  promifmg  jj;enius  of  the  age, 
fbrliappening  to  praijc  in  hisprcfcnccthc 
graceiui  horllmanfiiip  of  Maiius.  And 
Fortunio,whcn  he  wa?  privy -counfel lor, 
|>rocurcdackrk  to  be  difmilVed  from  one 
<if  I  he  publ'ck  ofTucs,  in  which  he  was 
•rnmcnt  fcr  iiis  ikill  :t:*d  ainduity,  be- 
caufelu:  ha  I  been  h^.ird  to  f:»y,  that  there 
vas  another  man  »u  the  kin^i-iom  on 
whoU-  :k-ll  at  bilii-AidN  h^  v.\)'.ii  I  by  Jiis 
rncnev  a^^ainli  Vomr'i'  ■. 

Kelic-i  ami  FI.:«...:i:i  ii  .d  birn  !»»rj  up 
W  mv  hi'Ull:,  and.  ftjiiwd  :i!'  *K  pleafiMvs 
and  cr-vi^anncnt-s  ox  ir.i\.r.r\  lojTi.fotr. 
Thiy  entcrf.d  upou  lit  ^r.c  the  f.\r>]>:  :iine, 
vind  rontiniK^.i!  ht  ir  ecu .  Cu  lencc  and  Trio  .id  - 
i>i:p;  rcnfultideacl'.o'dw.;  inr.crychiP'^e 
of  their dieP-,  ami  ev'::y  admil]*:-:i  ';f  a 
new  lover,  iIkv.:^!i'  cv^ry  divcrrioi.-  w.nr-^ 
ir,\'vxA\r.ir'fr,,  wnvrK-vi!-  it  hajpjncd  ihit 
tiorhwt-re*  prcftntj  and,  when  li. pirated, 
iufiitkd  tru  v-)n-i\»ct,  :ir.d  ccl^^biMttu  tlic 
fx>.ell'.nce3  f:i"  o:^e  :.r.'-:hLr.  Sjch  war, 
their  intinu:cy,  ami  fuch  thzir  fidelity  j 
till  a  birth -ni^^ht  i-pproachcd,  when  Fio- 
i^tta  took  one  morning  an  opporturJty, 
as  thry  were conful ting  upon  new  cloatbs, 
to  advifc  her  friend  not  to  dance  at  the 
"ball,  and  informed  licrihat  her|>crfonn- 
ance  tlit  year  before  iiad  not  ani'wercd 
the  cxpeftution  which  h.r  other  acccna^ 
pUHiuituts  had  TiiJfvd.     Fellclu  com^ 
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mended  h.r  finccri:)',  ani  tKmkcd  her 

for  the  jutiun  i  hut  told  bcr  that  Die 
danc^  ■^  to  pleafe  berftJf,  and  w^a  in  vti^ 
lifl^  concci-n  v.hjt  the  men  might  take 
u:^  liberty  of  faying,  but  that  if  her  ap^ 
pi-'irai^ct;  ^ve  her  dear  Florvtta,  any  wn- 
calinefs,  flie  would  ftay  away.  Ftorettl 
had  now  nothing  left  but  to  make  new 
proleftations  of  finctrrity  and  ^fft^ion, 
with  which  Felicia  was  fowcll  fatlififd* 
thit  ihey  parted  with  mor<?  than  ufial 
fonditcfs.  Thc7  ftill  continued  to  vifit, 
whh  this  only  difftiiicncc,  that  Felicia  wa» 
moPL' punctual  than  before,  ^ndoftcrf de- 
clared how  high  a  value  fhe  put  upon 
fmcerity,  how  much  (he  thought  that 
goodnels  to  be  cfteemed  which  would 
venture  to  admonilh  a  friend  of  an  error, 
aiid  with  what  gratitude  advice  was  to  be 
received,  even  when  it  might  happen  to 
proceed  from  mi  (lake. 

In  a  few  months  Felicia,  with  great 
fcrioufncfs,  told  Florrtta,  that  though 
her  beauty  was  fuch  as  gave  charms  to 
whatever  fhe  did,  and  her  qualifications 
fi  ex  ten  five,  that  ftie  could  not  fail  of 
excellence  in  any  attempt,  yet  fhe thought 
hcrfelf  obliged  by  the  duties  of  friend- 
ihip  to  infonn  her,  that  if  ever  fhc  be- 
trayed want  of  judgment,  it  was  by  too 
frequent  compliance  with  folicitation^  to 
fing,  for  that  her  manner  was  fomewhat 
ungraceful,  and  her  voice  had  no  great 
conipafs.     *  It  is  tiiie,'  fays  Florerta« 

*  when  T  fung  three  nights  ago  at  Ladr 

*  Sprightly's,  I  was  hoarfc  with  a  cold; 

*  but  I  fing  for  my  own  HitisfadioDy 

*  and  am  not  in  the  Icaft  pain  whether 
'  I  aui  liked.     However,  my  dear  Fc- 

*  Tciy's  kindncfs  is  not  the  I'efs;  and  I 

*  Ihull  aKvay;  think  myfelf  happy  in  fo 

*  true  a  friend.' 

From  this  time  they  never  faw  each 
othi'.r  without  mutual  profelllons  of  ef- 
tetm,  anil  declar.itlons  of  confidence^ 
bill  went  foon  after  into  the  country  to 
viiit  tlwir  relation^.  When  they  came 
back,  they  wcie prevailed  on,  bytheim- 

{xjrtunity  of  new  acquaintimce,  to  take 
od.iing'i  in  d.iflTn.ent  parts  of  the  town» 
and  had  fifjuen:  occafion,  when  they 
mit,  to  bcwnil  t-.e  diftancc  at  which  they 
were  }ilaccd,  ar  I  the  uncertainty  whicl| 
each  experienced  of  fihdihg  the  othfCr  at 
home. 

Thus  arc  the  fondcft  and  finneft  friend- 
fliips  diiTolvcd,  by  fuch  opcnnefs  and 
finccrity  as  intcniipt  our  enjoyment  of 
gur  own  approbation,  or  recal  us  to  the 

remepii 
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ranee  of  thofe  failings  which  we 
!  willing  to  indulge  than  to  cor- 

y  no  means  necelTary  to  imagine, 
who  is  oflfcnded  at  advice,  was 
t  of  the  fault,  and  refents  the  ad- 
n  as  a  falfe  charge;  for  perhaps 
»ft  natural  to  be  enragecf  when 

the  ftrongcft  conviflion  of  our 
ilt.  While  we  can  cafily  defend 
rafter,  we  arc  no  more  difturbed 
culadon  than  we  are  alarmed  by 
ay  whom  we  are  fure  to  conquer  $ 
oie  attack,  therefore,  will  bring 
nir  without  danger.  But  when 
feels  the  reprehenfion  of  a  friend 
d  by  his  own  heart,  he  is  eafily 
nto  refentment  and  revengje,  either 

he  hoped  that  the  fault  of  which 
conicious  had  efcapcd  the  notice 
rs;  or  that  his  friend  had  looked 
with  tendemefs  and  extenuation, 
lafed  it  for  the  fake  of  his  other 

or  had  coniidered  him  as  too 
need  advice,  or  too  delicate  to  be 
I  with  reproach  i  or,  becaufc  we 
feel,  without  pain,  thofe  reflec- 
•ufed  wliich  we  have  been  endea- 
:  to  by  aAecp^  and  when  pain  hus 
id  anscr,  who  would  not  willing- 
ve,  that  it  ought  to  be  difcharg- 

others,   iat£r  than  on   him** 

refentment  produced  by  fincerity , 
u*  be  it*s  immediate  caufc,  is  fo 
and  £^nerally  fo  keen,  that  very 
•c  niagnanimitY  fufficent  for  the 
of  a  duty,  which,  above  mqilt 
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others,  expofcs  it's  votarief;  to  hardships 
and  pei-fecutions;  yet  friendfhip  without 
it  is  of  very  little  value,  fmce  the  great 
ufc  of  fo  dole  an  intimacy  is  that  our 
virtues  may  be  guarded  and  encouraged* 
and  our  vices  reprcflcd  in  their  firft  ap- 
pearance by  timely  deteftion  and  iahi- 
tary  remonihances. 

It  is  decreed  by  Providence,  that  no- 
thing truly  valuaole  fhall  be  obtained  ia 
our  preient  (late,  but  with  difficulty  and 
danger.  He  that  hopes  for  that  advan- 
tage which  is  to  be  gained  from  unre- 
ftrained  communication,  muft  {bmetlmef 
hazard,  by  unpleafmg  truths,  that  friend- 
flai'p  whicn  he  afpires  to  merit.  The 
chief  nde  to  be  obfervcd  in  the  exercife  of 
this  dangerous  office,  is  to  preferve  it 
pure  from  all  mixture  of  intei-eit  or  va- 
nityj  to  forbeai-  aifmouition  or  reproof^ 
when  our  conl'ciences  tcU  ns  that  they 
are  incited,  notby  tlie  hopes  of  reform- 
ing faults,  bur  the  dcfire  of  fhewing  our 
difcemment,  or  gratifying  our  own  pride 
by  the  mortification  of  anotlier.  It  is 
not  indeed  ceitain  that  the  moft  refined 
caution  will  find  a  proper  time  for  bring- 
ing a  man  to  the  knowledge  of  his  own 
failings,  or  the  moft  zealous  benevolence 
reconcile  him  to  that  Judgment  by  which 
they  are  dete^fed*;  hut  he  who  endea- 
vours only  the  haj)i)inefs  of  him  whom 
he  rcpi'ovcs,  will  always  have  eithtT  the 
fatisfa6>ion  of  obtojninp;  or  dcferving 
kiudnefs;  if  he  iiicceeds,  he  benefits  his 
friend  j  and,  if  he  fails,  he  has  at  leaft  the 
confcioufneis  that  he  fuffers  for  only  do- 
ijng  well. 


N^  XLI.     TUESDAY,  AUGUST  7,    1750. 

KUr.LA  IICOROAS'TI  lux  1ST  INCRATA  ORAVISI^UE, 

NULLA  rUIT   CWJUS  NON   MEMINITISE  VILIT. 
AMPLIAT  ATATIS  tPATXUM  SIBX  VIR    BONU«,    HOC    Z1T 


VlVXm  Bit,    VJTA  PQSSZ  rtl01l£  TtLVl, 


Mart. 


no  DAY  t  KEMBMBKANCK   SHALL  THE   G009  REGHET, 
9COK  WISH  ONK  BITTKR   MOMENT  TO  rotOBTt 
THEY  STBBTCH  THX  LIMITS  OF  THIS  MARKOW  SP^N  i 
AKD,   BY  SKJOYING,   LIVE  FAST  LIPX  AGAIN. 

F.  Lewi  I 


IT  of  die  hours  of  life  are  filled 
rith  objeAs  adequate  to  the  miad 
»  and  {q  frequently  are  we  in 
pcefent  pleafure  or  emplovmenty 
m  fofccd  to  have  Roourie  every 
to  the  paft  and  future  for  fup- 
il  AtrnMiOM,  and  cdicve  tLt 


vacuities  of  6ur  being  by  recolle^io* 
of  former  paflUges,  or  anticipation  of 
events  to  conie. 

I  cannot  but  confido*  this  necefiHty  of 
iearching  on  every  fide  for  matter  on 
which  the  attention  may  be  employed,  as 
a  ikong  pt%of  of  the  fupecioi:  suid  celef- 
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tinl  intiirc  of  the  Toi:!  of  man.  Wc  linvc 
noiv-aftm  to  nellcvc  lli;U  other  crcatiircs 
h.i\e  !iIghcrf:icuItit-5,  or  more  cxtcnfivc 
capncUics,  than  the  prcfcrvation  of  ihcm- 
fflves,  or  ihcir  rpeci::s,  rcmilrch;  thty 
icwn  always  to  he  fully  eniployctV,  or  to 
Le  completely  ?.t  cafe  without  employ- 
ment, to  feel  few  inlcilcclujl  mifcritrs  or 
pliafurcs,  and  to  have  no  exubcrnnccof 
vndcrftanJin;;  to  lay  out  upon  curiofity 
or  caprice,  but  to  have  their  minds  exatt- 
ly  adapted  to  their  bodies,  with  few  other 
ideas  than  fuch  as  corporal  painorplca- 
furc  imprcfs  upon  them. 

Of  mcmoiy,  which  makes  fo  large  a 
part  of  the  excellence  of  the  liuman  ibul, 
and  which  has  Co  much  influence  ujM)n 
■all  it's  other  powers,  but  a  fmall  por- 
tion has  been  allotcd  to  the  animp.l  world. 
We  do  not  find  the  jjjrief  wit-i  which  the 
dams  lament  the  lofs  of  their  young,  pro- 
portionate to  tiie  tenderncCs  with  which 
they  carefs,  the  afliduity  with  which  they 
feed,  or  the  vehemence  with  wliich  tluy 
defend  them.  Their  regard  for  their  ott- 
Ipiinjr,  when  it  is  before  tlicir  eyes,  i^ 
not,  in  appearance,  lefs  than  that  of  ;i 
liuman  parent;  but  when  It  is  taken 
away,  it  is  very  foon  forgotten,  and  af- 
ter a  (hort  ablencc,  if  brought  again, 
wholly  di  fregardcd . 

That  they  \w.\2  very  little  remem- 
brance of  any  thing  once  out  of  the  rcacli 
of  their  (cnfts,  and  fcarce  any  |)pwer of 
comparing  the  prefent  with  the  paft,  and 
regulating  their  conclufions  from  experi- 
ence, may  be  gathered  from  this,  that 
tlicir  intelle^Tts  areproduccvl  in  thwir  full 
pcrfeftion.  The  fparrow  that  was  hatch- 
ed lall  fprini;  makes  her  fiill  nelt,  thecn- 
fulng  feafon,  of  the  fmi^  materials,  and 
with  the  fame  art,  as  in  any  following 

?:ear;  and  tlie  hen  condu^ls  and  llielt^rs 
ler  firft  brood  of  chickens  with  all  the 
prudence  that  flic  ever  attains. 

It  has  been  aflced  by  men  v/!io  love  to 
perplex  anything  that  is  plain  to  com- 
mon underrtandipgs,  how  rcafon  difters 
f'.om  inllin^t;  and  Prior  ha*;  with  no  great 
propriety  made  Solomon  himfelf  declan*, 
that,  to  diftinguifli  them  is  the  fields  ipic- 
ranee;  ami  the  pedanfs  pri le ,  To  give 
an  accurate  anfwei'  to  a  queftibn  of  which 
the  terms  are  not  completely  undcrftood, 
is  impoffdilc;  wc  do  not  know  in  what 
either  reaibn  or  Infttn^confifl^and  there- 
fni-c  cannot  tell  with  exaftnels  how  they 
drtFcTtbTit  furely  he  that  contemplates  a 
0iip  and  a  bird's  neft  will  not  be  long 
Wiuiout  AudiiiQ  cut;  tiuc  the  idcjiuf  Uw 
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one  was  iniprefled  at  onre,  an<<  contino- 
ed  through  all  the  progreflive  defcenuof 
the  fpecics,  without  variation  or  improve- 
ment; and  that  the  other  is  the  refultof 
experiments  compared  with  experiments 
lia«:  grown,  by  accumulated  obfcrvation, 
from  lefs  to  greater  excellence,  and  ex- 
hibits the  colleftive  knowledM  of  diffe- 
rent ages  and  various  profeHions. 

Memory  is  the  puiTtyoi-  of  reaforii 
the  power  which  places  thofe  images  be- 
fore the  mind  upon  which  the  ju^mnrt 
is  to  be  exercifed,  and  which  treaiurei 
lip  tlie  determinations  that  ai'c  once  paflfed, 
as  the  iides  of  future  aftion,  orgroundi 
of  fubfequent  conclufions. 

Ir  is,  indeed,  the  faculty  of  remera- 
brance,  which  mav  be  faid  to  place  us 
in  the  clafs  of  moraf  agents.  If  wc  were 
to  acl  only  in  canfe<|ucncc  of  (bine  im- 
mediate impulfc,  and  receive  no  dire^lioA 
from  internal  motives  of  choice,  wc  (hould 
be  puflied  forward  by  an  invincible  fa- 
tality, without  jiov-Tr  or  rcafon  for  the 
moft  pait  to  prefer  one  thing  to  another; 
becaulij  we  could  make  no  comparifoa 
but  of  objects  which  might  both  happai 
to  be  prefent. 

We  owe  to  memory  not  only  the  in- 
crenfe  of  our  knowledge,  and  our  pro- 
grcfs  in  rational  enquiries ,  hut  mant 
other  intelle^lual  pleaiures.  Indeedf  u- 
mufl  all  that  we  can  be  faid  to  enjoy  is 
paft  or  future ;  the  prefent  i&  in  peipc- 
tual  motion,  leaves  us  as  (bon  as  it  ar- 
rives, ccafes  to  be  prefent  before  it*s  pre- 
fencc  is  well  perceived,  and  is  only  known 
to  have  exi<led  by  the  etlect«  which  K 
leaves  behind.  The  greatcft  part  of  our 
ideas  ariics,  therefore,  from  the  view  be- 
fore or  behind  xi%\  and  wc  arc  happ)'  or 
miferable,  according  as  we  are  ane^ed 
by  the  fuiTey  of  our  life,  or  our  pro- 
fpefl  of  future  exigence. 

With  regard  to  futiuity,  when  events 
are  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  us,  that  «re 
cannot  take  the  whole  concatenation  into 
our  view,  we  have  generally  power  enough 
over  oYir  imagination  to  turn  itiiponpleaf- 
ing  fccne^,  and  can  promife  ounelvel 
riches,  honours,  and  delights,  without 
intei'minglingthofe  vexations  and  anxie- 
ties with  which  all  human  enjoymenti 
arc  polluted.  If  fear  breaks  in  on  one 
fide,  and  alarms  us  with  dangers  and 
difappointments,  we  can  c^I  in  hopeoa 
the  other,  to  folace  ns  with  rewanJs,  and 
efcapes,  and  victories ;  fo  that  wc  aic 
fcldom  without  means  of  palliating  rc: 
mote  «vils,  and  can  geoenuly  foodi  our- 

ftlvei 
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tranquillity,  whene\'cr  any  trou- 

prefage  happens  to  attack  us. 

therefore,  I  believe,  much  more 
n  for  the  folitary  and  thoughtful 
fe  thcmfclves  with  fchemes  of  the 

than  reviews  of  the  paft.  For 
lire  is  pliant  and  duflile,  and  will 
y  moulded  by  a  (h'ong  fancy  into 
mi.  But  the  images  which  me- 
ireients  are  of  a  ftubbom  and  un- 
k  nature ;  the  obje£ls  of  remem- 
have  already  exiiled,  and  left  their 
xe  behind  them  imprcfTcd  upon  the 
(b  as  to  defy  all  attempts  of  ra- 

of  change. 

he  fatisfaftions,  therefore,  arifing 
lemory  are  lefs  arbitrary,  they  are 
olid;  and  are,  indeed,  the  only 
bich  we  can  call  our  own.  What- 
e  have  once  repofitcd,  as  Dryden 
i:s  it,  in  tbefacred  treafurt  of  the 
%  out  of  the  reach  of  accident,  or 
«,  nor  can  be  loft  either  by  our 
eaknefs,  or  another^s  malice : 

■        iViwr  tamen  irritum 
uodcunque  retro  eft  efficiet,  neque 
Diffim^etf  in/iffumque  reddit^ 
Slyod  fug'us  fcmcl  bcra  vexit, 

i  fair  or  foul,  or  rain  or  (hioe, 

he  joys  I  have  poflcfsM  ia  fpite  of  fjte 

arc  mine. 

hnv*ii  itfelf  upon  the  paft  has  powV, 

what  has  been  has  been,  and  1  have 

had  my  hour. 

Drtoin. 

re  it  certainly  no  greater  happinefs 
)  be  able  to  look  back  on  a  life 
y  and  virtuoufty  employed,  to 
ur  own  progrtis  in  exiftence,  by 
ikens  as  excite  neither  ftiamc  nor 
.  Life,  in  which  nothing  has  been 
T  fiiffcred  to  diftinguifh  one  day 
nother,  is  to  him  that  has  pafTcd 
if  it  h:id  never  been,  except  thit 
)nfcious  how  ill  Vx  has  humanded 
at  depoHt  of  his  Creator.  Life, 
lemorable  by  crimes,  and  diver- 
hnnigh  it*8  feveral  periods  bv 
Eirfty  is  indeed  eafily  reviewed, 
iewcd  only  with  horror  and  re- 

grcat  coniidenition  which  ou^ht 
nee  us  in  the  ule  of  the  prefcnt 
9  is  to  ar  I  ic  from  the  effect,  which, 
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as  well  or  ill  applied,  it  muft  have  upon 
the  time  to  come ;  for  though  it^s  aaual 
exiftence  be  inconceivably  (bort,  yet  it*t 
effe^s  are  unlimited ;  and  there  is  not 
the  fmalleft  point  of  time  but  may  ex- 
tend itV  coniequcnces,  either  to  our  hurt 
or  our  advantage,  through  all  eternity, 
and  give  us  rcafon  to  remember  it  for 
ever,  with  anmiifh  or  exultation. 

The  time  of  life  in  which  memory 
feems  particularly  lo  clair.i  predominance 
over  tne  other  faculties  of  the  mind,  is 
our  declining  age.  Ithasbeen  rc.narkcd 
by  former  wiiters,  that  old  men  are  ge- 
nerally narrative,  and  fall  eafily  into  re- 
citals of  paft  tranfa6liont,  and  accounts 
of  perfons  known  to  them  in  their  youih. 
When  we  approach  the  verge  of  the  grave,  " 
it  is  more  eminently  true-— 

yitse  fumma  brevU  Jfem  ni  ^nttt  incboMn 
longum^ 

Life's  fptn  forbids  thee  to  extend  thy  caret. 
And  ftretch  thy  hopes  beyond  thy  years. 

CaEicEf 

We  have  no  longer  any  poflibillty  of 
great  viciflitudes  in  our  favour;  thechanges 
which  are  to  happen  in  the  world  will  come 
too  late  for  ouniccommodation ;  andthofe 
who  have  no  hope  before  them,  and  to 
whom  their  prefcnt  ftate  is  painfulapd  irk- 
fomc,  rauftof  neceflity  turn  their  thoughts 
back  to  tnr  what  retrofpeft  will  afrord. 
It  ought,  therefore,  to  be  the  care  of  thofe 
who  wifti  to  pafs  the  laft  hours  with  com- 
fort, to  lay  up  Tuch  a  treafure  of  pleaf- 
in?  ideas,  as  fhall  fupport  the  expences 
of^that  time,  which  is  to  depend  wholly 
upon  the  fund  already  acquired. 

*Pe:lte  bitie^  jwvemfne  Jicwfjut 
F'lnem  ammo  eertum,  miferlffiie  viatica  canity 

Seek  here,  ye  young,  the  anchor  of  your  mind  | 
Here,  fuff'riog  age,  a  blefs'd  provision  find. 

ELrHINSTON* 

In  youth,  however  unhappy,  we  folace 
ourfelves  with  the  hope  of  better  fortune  j 
and  however  vicious,  appeaf^  pur  con- 
fciences  with  intentions  of  repentance  ; 
but  the  time  comes  at  laft,  in  which  life 
has  no  more  to  promife,  in  which  hap- 
pinefs can  be  drawn  only  from  recollec- 
tion, and  virtue  will  be  all  (hat  yit  cai^ 
recoiled  with  pleafure. 


); 


^^  TLW* 
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MINI  TARDA  PLUUNT  INCRATA^Ul  TBMFORA. 


Hot. 


now  HEAVILY  MY  TlMI  RKVOLVES  ALONQ. 


ELfHIKSTOSf* 


TO  THE  RAMBLER, 
MR.  RAMBLER, 

1A  M  no  great  admirer  of  grave  writ- 
ings, and  therefore  very  frequently 
lay  your  papers  afide  before  I  have  read 
them  through;  yet  I  ciuinotbut  confcft 
that,  by  flow  degrees,  you  have  i-ailcd 
my  opinion  of  your  underftanding,  and 
that,  though  I  believe  it  will  be  long 
before  I  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  rcgarcl 
you  with  mucn  kindnefs,  you  have, 
however,  more  of  my  cfteem  than  thgfc 
whom  I  fometimcs  make  happy  with  op- 
portunities to  fill  my  tea-pot,  or  pick 
up  ray  fan.  I  fliall  therefore  chufe  you 
for  the  confident  of  my  diftreflcs,  and 
afkyour  counfelwith  regard  to  the  means 
of  conquering  or  cfcaping  them,  though 
I  never  expe£l  from  you  any  of  that  foft- 
ncfs  and  pliancy,  which  conllitutes  the 
perfection  of  a  companion  for  the  ladies: 
as,  in  the  place  where  I  now  am,  I  have 
recourfe  to  the  malliff  for  prote6Uon, 
though  I  have  no  intention  of  making 
him  a  lap-dog. 

My  mamma  is  a  very  fine  lady,  who 
has  more  numerous  and  more  frequent 
afl*emblies  at  her  houfe  than  any  other 
peribn  in  the  fame  quarter  of  the  town. 
I  was  bred  from  my  earlicft  infancy  in 
a  perpetual  tumult  of  pleafui*e,  and  re- 
member to  have  heaid  of  little  clfc  than 
meffageB,  vifits,  play-houfes,  ar.d  balls; 
of  the  aukwaidnefs  of  one  woman,  and 
the  coquetry  of  another;  the  channing 
convenience  of  fome  rifing  faftiion,  the 
difficulty  of  playing  a  newganie,  the  in- 
cidents of  a  malqueradc,  and  thedrefles 
of  a  court-night.  I  knew  before  I  was 
ten  years  old  all  the  rules  of  paying  and 
receiving  vifits,  and  to  how  much  civi- 
lity  every  one  of  my  acquaintance  was 
entitled;  and  was  able  to  return,  with 
the  proper  degree  of  refcrve  or  of  viva- 
city, the  ftat^  and  eftal)li(hcd  anfwer  to 
every  compliment;  fo  that  I  was  very 
foon  celebrated  as  a  wit  and  a  beauty, 
and  had  heard  befonr  I  was  thirteen  all 
that  is  everfaid  to  a  young  lady.    My 


mother  was  geneix)us  to  fo  uncoaimon  i 
degree  as  to  be  pleaied  widi  mv  sKhraace 
into  life,  and  allowed  roe,  without  envy 
or  reproof,  to  enjoy  the  fame  happinels 
with  nerfelf;  thougn  mod  women  about 
her  own  age  were  very  a»gry  to  fee  youag 
girls  fo  foi-wai*d,  and  many  fine  gentle- 
men told  her  how  cruel  it  was  to  throw 
new  chains  upon  mankind,  and  to  ty- 
rannize over  tncm  at  the  fame  time  with 
her  own  charms  and  thofe  of  her  daugh- 
ter. 

I  have  now  lived  two  and  twenty  years^ 
and  have  padkxl  of  each  year  nine  moathA 
in  town,  and  three  at  Richmond;  fi^ 
that  my  time  has  been  fpent  uniformly 
in  the  fame  company,  and  the  fame 
amufements,  except  as  fafliibn  has  in- 
troduced new  diverfions,  or  the  revolu- 
tions of  the  gay  world  have  afTordfed  new 
fucceilions  of  wits  and  beaus.  How- 
ever, my  mother  is  fo  good  an  econo- 
mill  of  pleafurc,  that  I  have  no  fpare 
hours  upon  my  hands;  for  every  moni- 
ing  brings  fome  new  appointment*  and 
evciy  ni^t  is  hurried  away  by  the  necef- 
fit^'  of  making  our  appearance  at  diffe- 
rent places,  and  of  being  with  one  lady 
at  the  opei-a,  and  with  anothur  at  the 
card -table. 

When  the  time  came  of  fettling  our 
fcheme  of  felicity  for  the  fummer,  it 
was  determined  tliat  I  fliould  pay  a  vifit 
to  a  rich  aunt  in  a  remote  county.  As 
you  know  the  chief  converlation  of  all 
tea-tables,  in  the  fpring,  aiifcs  from  a 
communication  of  the  manner  in  which 
time  is  to  be  pafTed  till  winter,  it  was  a 
git:at  relief  to  tlic  barrcnnefs  of  our  to- 
pic ks,  to  relate  the  plcafures  tliat  v/en  in 
llorc  for  me,  to  dcfcribe  my  unclc*s  feat, 
with  the  park  and  gardens,  the  charm- 
ing walks,  and  beautiful  waterfalls;  and 
every  one  told  me  how  much  fhe  envied 
me,  and  what  fatlsfaclion  flxc  had  once 
enjoyed  in  a  fitu atiun  of  tlie  farne  kind. 

As  v^e  are  all  credulous  in  our  owi^ 
favour,  and  willing  to  imagine  fome  la-' 
tent  fatisfaftion  in  any  thin^  which  we 
have  not  experienced,  I  will  confcTs  to- 

you. 
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hovit  reftramt,  that  I  had  fuf- 
r  head  to  be  filled  with  cxpcc- 
i  fome  namelefs  pleafiire  in  a 
,  and  that  I  hoped  for  the  hap. 
that  ihouid  fct  me  free  from 
id  flatter,  and  ceremony,  dif- 
to  the  peaceful  fhade,  and  lull 
itentand  tranquillity.  To  fo- 
blf  under  the  mifery  of  delay,  I 
:s  heard  a  (hidious  lady  of  my 
ance  read  paftorals.  I  was  de- 
rith  icarce  any  talk  but  of  kav- 
town,  and  never  went  to  bed 
dreaming  of  groves,  and  mea- 
id  frifkine  lambs, 
igth  I  had  all  my  clothes  in  a 
nd  faw  tlie  coach  at  the  door; 
in  with  ecftacy,  quarrelled  with 

I  for  being  too  long  in  taking 
the  othsr  fervants,  and  rejoiced 
'und  grew  lefs  which  lay  between 
le  comoletion  of  my  wi fhes .  A 
brougnt  me  to  a  large  old  houle, 
(led  on  three  (ides  with  woody 
i  ]ookine  from  the  front  on  a 
tr,  the  ught  of  which  renewed 
peflations  of  pleafure,  and  pve 
regret  for  having  lived  fo  long 
he  enjoyment  which  thele  de- 
cenes  were  now  to  afford  me, 
came  out  to  receive  me,  but  in 

•  far  removed  from  the  prefent 
hat  I  could  fcarcely  look  upon 
ut  laughter,  which  would  have 
kind  requital  for  the  trouble 
ikeii  to  make  herfelf  fine  againft 
1 .  Tlie  night  and  the  next  mom- 
driven  along  with  enquiries 
f  family;  my  aunt  then  ex- 
ir  pedigree,  and  told  me  (tories 
reat-grandfather^s  bravery  in 
nrars,  nor  was  it  lefs  than  three 
re  I  could  perfuade  her  to  leave 
felf. 

econofny  prevailed^  (he  went 
ud  manner  about  her  own  af- 

I I  was  at  libeity  to  range  in 
mefs,  and  fit  by  the  cafcade. 
dty  of  the  objefts  about  me 
e  ror  a  while,  but  after  a  few 
were  new  no  longer,  and  I  foon 
ptrotirt  that  the  country  was 
snent;  that  fbades  and  flowers, 

.  and  waters,  had  very  fbonex- 
l^lKtr  power  of  pleafme,  and 
not  in  myfelf  any  fund  of  fa- 
vritk  which  I  could  fupply  the 
f  cttftoRiary  amufements. 
tfihf  vM  my  aunt,  in  the  Mk 


warmth  of  our  embraces,  that  I  had 
leave  to  fby  with  her  ten  weeks.  Six 
only  are  yet  gone;  and  how  /hall  I  live 
through  the  remaining  four?  I  go  out 
and  return;  I  pluck  a  fiower,  and  throw 
it  away;  I  catch  an  infect,  and  when  I 
have  examined  it's  colour8,fet  it  at  liber- 
ty; I  fling  a  pebble  into  the  water,  and  ' 
fee  one  circle  fpread  after  another.  When 
it  chances  to  rain,  I  walk  in  the  great 
hall,  and  watch  the  minute-hand  upon 
the  dial,  or  play  with  a  litter  of  kittens, 
which  the  cat  happens  to  hsive  brought 
in  a  lucky  time. 

My  aunt  is  afraid  I  (hall  grow  melan- 
choly; and  tlierefore  encourages  the 
neighbouring  gentry  to  vifit  us.  They 
came  at  firfl  with  great  eagemcfs  to  fee 
the  fine  lady  from  London;  but  when 
we  met,  we  had  no  common  topick  oa 
which  we  could  convcrfe;  they  had  no 
curiofity  after  plays,  operas,  or  mufick  i 
and  I  find  as  little  fatisfa6lion  from  their 
accounts  of  the  quarrels  or  alliances  of 
families,  whofe  names,  when  once  I  can 
efcapc,  I  fhall  never  hear.  The  women 
have  now  feen  me;  know  how  my  gown 
is  made,  and  are  fatisfied;  the  men  are 
generally  afraid  of  me,  and  fay  little, 
becaufe  they  think  themfelves  not  at  li- 
berty to  talk  rudely. 

Thus  am  I  condenwed  to  folituile ; 
the  day  moves  flowly  forward,  and  X 
fee  the  dawn  with  uneafinefs,  becaufe  I 
conftder  that  night  is  at  a  great  diftance. 
I  have  tried  to  fleep  by  a  brook,  but 
finds  it*s  murmurs  inefre^ual;  So  that 
I  am  forced  to  be  awake  at  lead  twelve 
hours,  without  vifits,  without  cards, 
without  laughter,  and  without  flattery. 
I  walk  becaufe  I  am  difgufted  with  fit- 
ting dill,  and  fit  down  becaufe  I  am 
weary  with  walking.  I  have  no  motive 
to  aaion,  nor  any  objeft  of  love,  or  hate, 
or  fear,  or  inclination.  I  cannot  drei's 
with  fpirit,  for  I  have  neither  rival  nor 
admirer.  I  cannot  dnnce  without  a  part- 
ner; noi'  be  kind,  or  cruel,  without  a 
lover. 

Such  is  the  life  of  Kuphelia,  and  fuch 
it  is  likely  to  continue  for  a  month  to 
come.  I  have  not  yet  declared  acainft 
exiflence,  nor  called  upon  the  df  flinies  to 
cut  my  thread;  but  1  have  fmccrely  re- 
folved  not  to  condemn  myfelf  to  fuch 
another  fummer,  nor  too  haitily  to  Hat- 
tcr  myfelf  with  happinefs.  Yet  I  have 
heard,  Mr.  Rambler,  of  thofe  who  ne- 
Tcr  thought  themfelves  fo  niucK  ax.  iA^t, 
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as  in  folitndej  tnd  cannot  butfufpefV  it 
to  be  fome  way  or  other  my  own  fault, 
that,  without  great  pain,  either  of  mind 
or  body,  I  am  thus  weary  of  myfelf: 
that  the  cuiTcnt  of  youth  ibgnates,  and 
that  I  am  lanfi^iiifliing  in  a  dead  calm, 
for  want  of  fome  external  impuife.  I 
fhaJl  therefore  think  you  abenefa£^or  to 
our  &x,  if  you  will  teach  me  the  art  of 


living  alone;  for  I  an  confuk 
thouund  and  a  thoufand  and  a 
ladies,  who  affefl  to  talk  with 
of  the  pleaAires  of  the  countr 
reality,  like  me,  longing  for  th 
and  widiing  to  be  delivered  fro 
fclvei  by  companv  and  diverfio 
lam,  Sir,  Yo 
Evi 
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FLUMXNE   PERPETUO  TORRENS   SOLET  ACRIUSIRE, 

tED  TAMBN  HMC  ttSVIS  £&T,    ILLA  rSRENNIS  Af^VA* 


Ovid. 


In  course  impetuous  soon  the  torrent  dribs, 
THE  Brock  a  constant  rsACErvL  stream  supplies. 


IT  is  obfcrved  by  thofc  who  have  writ- 
ten on  the  conilitution  of  the  human 
body,  and  tlie  original  of  thofe  difeafes 
by  which  it  is  affli6>ed,  that  every  man 
comes  into  the  world  morbid,  that  there 
is  no  temperature  fo  cxaftly  regulated 
but  that  fome  humour  is  fatally  predo- 
minant, and  that  we  are  generally  im- 
pregnated, in  our  firft  cnti-aince  upon  life, 
tvith  the  feeds  of  that  malady,  which,  in 
time,  fliall  bring  us  to  the  grave. 

This  remark  has  been  extended  by 
others  to  the intclleflual faculties.  'Some 
that  imagine  thtmfelves  to  have  looked 
^th  more  than  common  penetration  in- 
to human  nature,  have  endeavoured  to 
perJuadc  us  that  each  man  is  bom  with 
a  mind  formed  peculiar  for  certain  pur- 
pcfes,  and  with  deiires  unalterably  de- 
fcnnined  to  particular  objects,  Vrom 
which  the  attention  cannot  be  long  di- 
verted, and  which  nionc,  as  they  are  well 
or  ill  puifued,  mnft  pix)duce  the  praifc 
or  blame,  the  happineis  or  mifcry,  of  his 
future  life. 

This  po(ition  has  not,  indeed,  been 
hitherto  proved  with  ftiength  propor- 
tionate to  the  aflui-ancc  with  which  It  has 
l^tn  advanced,  and,  pLri\aj>s,  will  never 
gniii  uiucli  prevalence  by  aclofe  cxaini- 
nation. 

If  the  do(rtr::u'  cf  innate  ideas  be  it- 
felf  dlfputablc,  there  Icenis  ti)  be  little 
hoj^e  01  eftablinting  an  opinion,  which 
iuppoles  that  even  complications  of  ideas 
have  been  f.iven  us  at  our  birth,  and  that 
wc  arc  niade  by  nature  ambitious,  or  co- 
vttous,  bffoi-e  v.'x:  knowtlie  meaning  of 
Ciifi^r  power  or  money. 

Ycr  r?  f'verv  itrp  in  the  progreffionof 
rj^/Uiice  liunji*^  our  poiition  wiOi  ic- 
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fpe£l  to  the  things  about  us,  fo 
us  open  to  new  aflTaults  and  p 
dangers,  and  fubjcfls  us  to  in< 
ences  from  which  any  other  fiti 
exempt;  as  a  publick  or  a  priv 
youth  and  age,  wealth  and  povei 
all  fome  evil  clofely  adherent,  wh 
not  wholly  be  efcaped  but  by 
the  (late  to  which  it  is  annexed, : 
mitting  to  the  incumbrance*  < 
other  condition;  lb  it  cannot  b 
that  every  diffejence  in  the  fta 
the  mind  has  it's  advantages 
wants;  and  that  failures  and  del 
ing  infeparablc  from  humanit; 
ever  tlie  powers  of  underllandin 
tended  or  contraftcd,  there  wil 
fide  or  the  other  always  be  an  an 
error  and  mifcarriage. 

There  feem  to  be  feme  fouls 
great,  and  others  to  little  cmplo 
fome  formed  to  foar  aloft,  and 
wide  views,  and  others  to  grove 
ground,  and  confine  their  reg; 
narrow  Iphcre.  Of  theic  the  oi 
ways  in  tianger  of  becoming  ui 
a  daring  negligence,  the  other  hi 
pulous  Iblicltude;  the  one  collec 
ideas,  but  confufld  and  indiltii 
other  is  bufied  in  minute  accun 
without  compals  and  without  di 

The  gene!-al  crn.r  of  thofe  \i 
ftfs  powerful  and  <le\'atcii  und 
ings,  is,  that  they  form  fchemo 
great  extt^-nt,  and  flatter  thtanfe 
haftily  v/ith  luccefs;  they  itt^lh 
force  to  be  great,  and,  by  the  i 
cency  with  which  everj'  man 
himfi'lf,  imagine  it  ftill  greale 
therefore  look  out  foi  imdeitakiDi 
lUy  v;f  dvv;ir  utilities,  and  en tjage 


THE    RAMBLER. 


lOI 


«itJi  Ttry little  precaution,  for  they  ima- 
|ine  that,  without  premeditated  mea- 
lares,  tKcy  (ball  be  able  to  find  expedi- 
ents in  all  difficulties.  TKey  are  na- 
turally apt  to  confider  all  pnidcntial 
maxims  as  below  their  regard,  to  treat 
with  contempt  thofe  iecurities  and  re- 
foiirces  which  others  know  themfclves 
fiUigfd  toprovIiic,nnd  difdain  toaccom* 
pliih  their  purpofes  by  eilabliHied  means, 
and  common  gradations. 

Preci^iitatton  thus  incited  by  the  pride 
of  intcilc^' -.;;!{ liiperiority,  is  very  fatal  to 
grtat  dcr..,n&.  The  refolution  of  the 
combat  is  feldom  equal  to  the  vehemence 
of  the  charge.  He  that  meets  v.ith  an 
cppofition  wliich  he  did  not  expect,  lolcs 
hi?  cmi-age.  The  violence  of  his  firft 
or*let  is  fucceeded  by  a  lading  and  un- 
conquerable languor;  mi  fcarriage  makes 
him  fearful  of  giving  way  to  new  hopes; 
and  the  contenuplation  of  an  attempt,  in 
which  he  has  fallen  below  his  own  cx- 
pe£lationR,  is  painful  and  vexatious;  he 
therefore  naturally  turns  his  attention  to 
more  pIcaTmg  objefls,  and  habituates  his 
imr^ination  to  other  entertainments,  till, 
by  Sow  degrees,  he  quits  his  firft  pur- 
fult,  and  fufTcrs  fome  other  proje6l  to 
take  pofTeiTion  of  his  thoughts,  in  which 
fhe  fame  ardour  of  mind  promifes  him 
again  certain  fuccefs,  and  which  difap- 
I      pointments  of  the  fame  kind  compel  him 

to  abandon. 
I  Thus  too  much  vigour  in  the  beginning 
I  ©f  an  undertaking,  often  intercepts  ar.  J 
pn.Tents  the  fteadinefs  and  pcrfevwance 
always  neccflary  in  the  conduft  of  a  coni- 
plicaud  fchemc',  where  many  iiitci-wfts 
arc  to  be  connefVed,  many  movements 
to  be  adjufVed,  and  the  joint  effort  of  dil- 
flncl  and  independent  powers  to  be  di- 
rcf^ed  to  a  (Ingle  point.  In  all  impoit- 
ant  events  which  have  been  fuddcniv 
brought  to  pafs,  chance  has  been  the 
agent  rather  than  reafon ;  and,  thti  cfoi\ , 
however  thofe  who  feemcd  to  prclidc  in 
the  tranfaflion  may  have  been  cclcbrat- 
eJ  by  furh  as  loved  or  feared  them,  Chl  - 
ccedmg  times  have  commonly  confidenrd 
them  as  fortunate  rather  than  prudent. 
Every  dctif^  in  which tlic  connci'lionis 
regularly  traced  from  the  firlt  motion  to 
the  laft,  muft  be  formed  and  executed  l.y 
cahn  in|fM||^'9  ^"^  requires  not  oniy 
onirag^jBi  danger  cannot  turn  afide, 
but  cunflancy  wlSch  fatieuLS  cannci 
weary,  and  contrivance  which  iiupedi- 
meptt  cannot  exhautt. 
All  the  performancci  of  human  air, 


at  which  we  look  with  praifcor  wonder, 
areinftancesof  the  refiltlefs  force  of  per* 
feverance:  it  is  by  this  that  the  quany 
becomcs  a  pyramid,  and  that  dillaat 
countries  are  united  with  canals.  If  a 
man  was  to  compare  the  cfftSk  of  a  iing^e 
Aroke  of  the  pick-ax,  or  of  one  impref- 
fion  of  the  fpade,  with  the  ffcneral  de- 
fign  and  lad  refult,  he  wovJd  be  over- 
whelmed by  the  fcnle  of  their  difpropor* 
tion ;  yet  thofe  petty  operations,  inccT- 
fantly  continued,  in  time  furmount  the 
ei-eatcd  difficulties,  and  mountains  are 
levelled,  and  oceans  bounded,  by  the 
/lender  force  of  human  beings. 

It  is  therefore  of  the  utmoft  import- 
ance that  thofe  who  have  any  intention 
of  deviating  from  the  beaten  roads  of 
life,  and  acquiring  a  reputation  fuperior 
to  names  hourly  fvcx-pt  away  by  time 
among  the  rcfufe  of  fame,  mould  add 
totlieir  reafon,  ami  their  fpirit,  the  pow- 
er of  perfilHng  in  their  purpofes ;  ac« 
quire  the  art  of  fapping  what  they  can- 
not hatter,  and  the  habit  of  vanquifh- 
ing  obftinate  refilhmce  by  obllinate  at- 
tacks. 

TIk'  ftudent  who  would  build  hif 
knowledge  on  folid  foundations,  .and 
procccfl  by  juit  cii-^roe?  to  the  pinaclcs  of 
truth,  is  'direftcifby  the  great  philofo- 
piicr  of  Fi-ancc  to  bei^in  by  doubting  of 
his  own  cxiftence.  In  liki  manner,  who- 
ever would  complete  r^iiV  arduous  and 
intricate  enii'iprilL',  flioviid,  as  foon  as 
his  i:nt;>;in?.Lion  en  cool  after  the  firft 
bhzc  of  hope,  pi.  :e  livfoic  his  own  eya 
cvvry  jioflibl''  oiv'oaKr.iTr.icnt  that  may 
rL-rard  or  d.  jit  him.  Hj  fliould  firft 
qucltion  'V  ]irol):J>ility  of  fuccefs,  and 
tliv;n  c.ict-.jvoiii  to  r^rnin-e  ih? objcfUor.s 
tlial  lie  \\:\:,  rair.d.  It  i>  proper,  fays 
01.1  M  irkliini,  u  rxcrcifc  yv;ur  horfeon 
fi:v  m:m"c  incorv'^nicn-  lidi;  of  the  courfe, 
tlMt  if  lu-  llioild,  in  the;  ract',  be  forctJ 
upwu  i»,  he  I  .ay  not  Iv  diTcouragcd:  and 
lIuLicc  adv';c-.  irn^-'oeticaitViena  to  con- 
fiJvr  tvury  Jiy  :;3  the  Ir.lt  wl-.i^hhe  (hall 
enjoy,  bee;.  .ilL  iliai  will  always  give  plea- 
fiMc  \vhic!ivv£  rLCL*ivcb(7ond  our  hopes. 
If  wc  al:.nn  ourJclvcr.  bv-forchand  with 
mcix'  dif  ".cullies  tlian  we  really  find,  wc 
iliail  W  mi:na*ed  by  uncxpefted  facility 
Vt-iih  do  \hW  jjiirit;  and  if  we  find  our 
c:iutii;n5  rjnd  ff  lis  iuiti lied  by  the  conlb- 
qucr.iL.  ih;.Tc  wiM  iio-.v.-.  t-r  happen  no- 
thini;  aj^.-Ihit  wh  c!i  piovifion  hss  not 
bceii  m?.dt.-,  v.j  i\,\\k:\  I'V.ock  v/ill  be  re- 
cti vt  J,  iiui  •„';!!  :i..  !i.:*;n  fihcme  be  dif- 
Cvucut^d. 


402 


THE    RAMBLER. 


There  is,  indeed,  fome  danger  left  he 
that  too  fcrupuloufly  balances  prababili- 
ties,  and  too  pcrfpicacioufly  forclces  ob- 
-ftaclet,  fhould  remain  always  in  a  ftate 
of  ina^ion,  wirhoiit  venturing  upon  at> 
temnts  on  which  he  may  perkips  Ipcnd 
ikis  labour  withont  advantage.  Kut  pre- 
vious defponc'iL-nce  is  not  ilie  fault  of 
thofe  for  whom  this  eflay  i»  dell<;ned; 
they  who  require  to  be  wr^mcd  againll 
precipitation,  will  not  I'ufficr  moro  fear 
to  intrude  into  their  contemplations  than 
it  necefTary  to  allay  the  cffervcCcence  of 
■n  agitated  fancy.  As  Dcs  Cartes  has 
kindly  (hewn  how  a  m:m  may  prove  to 
liimlelf  hi^  own  exiftence,  if  once  he  can 
be  prevailed  upon  to  qi];:!liv>n  it,  fo  the 


ardent  and  adventurous  will  not  fie  UtOg   f 
without  finding  fome  plauiihle  extenua*-    1 
tion  of  the  grcateft  aifliculties.    Suds   t 
indceti,  is  the  uncertainty  of  all  hunn    t 
affairs,  thatfecurity  and  defpair  art  equri    t 
follies;  and  as  it  it  prefumpdon  and  v-    k 
rog'ince  to  anticipate  triumphs,    it  it    . 
wciknefs  and  cowirdice  to  prognofticata    : 
mifcarriagcR.     Tlie  numbers  that  ban 
been  llopptd  in  their  career  of  happineft 
arc  iiifHcicnt  to  (hew  the  uncertainty  of 
human  furefight)  but  there  are  not  want- 
ing contrary  inftances  of  fuch  fucceft 
obtained  againft  all  appearances,  at  now 
warrant  the  buldeft  flights  of  genius,  if 
they  are  liipported  by  unfliaken  pcri(!« 
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-DRXAMS  PESCCND  FKOM  JOVE* 


TO  THE  RAMBLER. 

5ta, 

IHad  lately  a  veiy  rcmirksh!^  di-eam, 
which  made  fo  ftror,  r  an  impreffion 
on  me,  that  1  remcnibi.i-  it  every  word; 
and  if  you  are  not  bcitcfr  wnployctl,  you 
m:iy  read  the  relation  of  it  :is  fillows. 

Mcthought  I  was  in  tlic  midftof  a  very 
entertaining  fct  of  company,  ar.d  ex- 
tremely delighted  in  attending  to  a  il\  tly 
convcrfntion,  when  on  a  Iiuiden  I  jxrr- 
ccived  one  of  the  ni(»li  lliockir.g  F.pjics 
imaginaiioii  can  frame,  advancing  to- 
waids  me.  She  was  drell  in  blaclc,  Iicr 
{kin  was  contracted  into  a  thoui:iM:i 
wrinkles,  her  eyes  deep  funk  in  her  Ii:?r.d, 
and  her  complexion  pale  and  livid  as  tiie 
countenance  of  d^'atli.  Her  looks  v.-cre 
filled  with  terror  and  unrelenting  fcve- 
rity,  and  her  hands  armed  wjih  wliips 
and  fcorpions.  As  loon  as  /he  came 
iui.*r,  wiih  a  honi.l  fiown,  ant  a  voice 
that  chilLd  my  verv  1)Khh1,  fi.c  hid  mc 
follow  her.  I  ol^rvid,  an-i  flic  led  mc 
tln-oiigh  riigi^ed  p'ltij-i,  !).r.'r  wirli  briars 
and  thorns,  into  a  .\.:-.i  loliiaiy  valley. 
Wherever  fne  pa  (Ted  t!ie  failing;  vcrduic 
withered  bcni  li  '  r  ileps;  herp'/tilen- 
ml  breath  i::fecte>i  the  air  with  malig- 
nant vapours,  obuinel  the  li'.l)re  of  the 
fun,  and  involved  the  fair  fac^  c.f  hea- 
ven in  univerf.U  |^lo<^m.  Dlfmal  how- 
lija^  grounded  tliroii^h  tlic  fbreft,  fiom 


Po?E. 

e\'cr\'  baleful  tree  ;  the  night-raven  \if- 
tercd  his  di\adfui  note,  and  the  profpe6t 
was  filled  with  defolation  and  horror. 
In  tlie  midli  of  this  tremendous  fcene 
mv  cxecraMo  guide  uddrefled  me  in  the 
following  mannt  r : 
*  Retire  with  me,  O  rafh  unthinking 

*  ;r.r>rtal,  from  tlie  vain  allurements  of 

*  a  iLccltfui  world,  and  learn  that  plea- 

*  i\i'e  was  not  deiignctl  the  portion  of 

*  l:mnan  life.   Man  was  bom  to  mourn 

*  a;i.l  to  be  wretched ;  this  is  the  con- 
'  ilition  of  :dl  bilow  the  liars,  and  who- 

*  ever  endiavo\irs  to  ojipol'e  it,    afls  in 

*  contradl^ion  lo  the  will  of  Heaven. 

*  riy  then  tVom  the  fatal  enchantments 

*  of"  youth  and  focial  delight,  and  hrre 

*  confecntc  llie  lolitary  hours  to  lamen- 

*  ta:iun  and  woe.     Mifery  is  the  duty 

*  of  all  lu'ilunarv  beings,  and  every  en- 

*  ioyment  is  an  oRVnce  to  the  Deity,  who 

*  Is  to  be  ^vo^l^^^pped  only  by  the  mor- 

*  tiHr^-iioji  of  cveiy  llnle  oi'  pleafure, 

*  and tiic cvcilaftin^; exercifc of  fighs and 

*  tear-;.' 

This  melanclioiv  piiflnrc  of  life  quite 
fi:nk  my  rj>lilt^,a«.l  ilvmed  to  annihilate 
every  princii>li:  of  ;oy  within  jmu  I  threw 
r;yfslf  bcne!:h  a  blifteti  y^B^  where 
the  winds  Mew  cold  and  di^rai  round 
my  head,  and  dicadfid  appi  ^  fior^ 
cliilleii  my  heart.  Here  I  ivlbli  to 
lie  till  the  hand  of  Death,  which  I  im* 
patiently  Invoked,  (hould  ''-it    n  end  «o 
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.  Ij  fc  fb  deplorably  wretch- 
u\  fituation  I  fpied  on  one 
deep  muddy  river,  whofe 
Uecl  on  in  (low  Allien  mur- 
I  determined  to  plunge, 
upon  the  brink,  when  I 
fuddcnly  drawn  back.  I 
and  was  fiu-prifed  by  the 
'tlicft  objeft  I  had  ever  be- 
DOit  engaging  charms  of 
auty  appeared  in  all  her 
nt  glorrjs  fparkled  in  her 
ir  awful  fpleudours  were 
he  gentlcil  looks  of  com> 
nee.  At  her  approach  the 
ir%f  who  had  before  tor- 
jii/lied  away,  and  with  her 
s  fhe  had  caufed.  The 
s  brightened  into  cheerful 
jroves  recovered  their  vcr- 
who^c  region  looked  gay 
as  the  garden  of  Eden.  I 
liporLe'i  at  this  unexpe6l- 
ui  reviving  plcafure  began 
jiights,  when,  with  a  look 
e  Iweetnefs,  my  bciutcous 
uttered  her  divine  inibuc- 

i  is  Religion.  I  am  the 
Truth  and  Love,  and  the 
icnevolence,  Hope,  and 
monfter  from  wliolc  ixAver 
you  is  called  Su]KTltition; 
ild  of  Difcontent,  and  her 
i  Fear  and  Sorrow.  Th»is 
we  arc,  ihe  has  often  the 
afliunc  my  name  and  rha- 
leduces  unhappy  inortiils 
the  fame,  till  ihc  at  h-nr.th 
to  the  borders  of  DL-fpair, 
I  abyfs  into  which  you  were 
>  fmk. 

nd  and  Purvey  tlic  various 
the  globe,  wliich  Heaven 
for  the  feat  of  the  human 
onfjder  whether  a  world 
ely  framed  could  be  meant 
e  of  mifery  and  pain.  For 
s  the  Iavi(h  hand  of  Pro- 
Ted  fuch  innumerable  oh- 
fht,  but  that  all  might  re- 
privilti^e  of  exiikncc,  ai\d 
h  eratitude  to  tho  lieneH- 
of  it?  Thus  to  enjoy  tlie 
^as  fent,  is  virtue  snd 
H  to  njt£i  them  merely 
pleaAirei  is  pi  liable  igno- 
urd  perrerfenefs.  Infinite 
he  fource  of  created  cxift- 
^  lepdenf  y  of  every  rnr 


tional  being,  fnm  the  highcft  order  of 
rsmturcd  leraphs,  to  the  meaneft  rank' 
ot  men,  is  to  rife  inceifantly  from  lower 
degrees  of  liappinefs  to  higher.  They 
have  each  faculties  afllgnud  them  for 
various  orders  of  delijrhts/ 

•  What,'  cried  I,  *  is  this  the  lan- 
guage of  Religion?  Does  (he  lead  her 
votai'ies  through  (loweiy  paths,  and 
bid  them  pafs  an  unlahorious  life> 
Where  are  the  painflil  toils  of  virtxie, 
the  morti(icadons  of  penitents,  the  felf- 
denying  exercifes  of  iaints  and  heroc»?* 

*  The  true  enjoyments  of  a  reafon- 
able  Ixring,*  anfwered  (lie  mildly,  'do 
not  confiii  in  unbounded  indulgence^ 
or  luxurious  eafe,  in  the  tumult  of 
padions,  the  languor  of  indolence,  or 
the  flutter  of  li:;ht  amulements.  Yield* 
inr;  to  immoral  pkaliire  corrupts  the 
mind,  living  to  anintal  and  trifling 
ones  de^afes  it;  both  in  their  degree 
difqualify  it  tor  it's  genuine  good,  ami 
confign  it  over  to  wretche<inefs.  Who- 
ever would  be  really  happy  mnli  make 
the  diligent  and  regular  exerciie  of  his 
fuperior  powers  his  chief  attention, 
aclorinp:  tne  perfections  of  his  Maker, 
exprelling  good-will  to  his  fellow- 
criiit\nv«^,c'jltivatiiig  inwanl  ixrclitude. 
To  his  lower  faculties  he  muli  allow 
fucii  p  atilications  as  will,  by  rcfi-efliirg. 
him,  inv:j.:or\te  his  nobler  piirfuit^:^ 
In  the  regions  inhabited  by  aneelic  na- 
turcs,  unminglcd  fchcity  for  ever> 
blooms,  joy  flows  there  with  a  per- 
petual and  abundant  ilrcam,  nor  needs 
there  any  inoimil  to  check  it's  courfe.- 
Beings  conl'cious  of  a  frame  of  mind- 
originally  difealcd,  as  all  the  human 
race  has  caiiie  to  be,  muft  ufe  the  re- 
gimen of  a  (biflcr  fclf- government. 
Whoever  has  been  guilty  of  voluntary 
cxccHes  muft  patiently  fubmit  both  to 
tlic  painful  workings  of  natuiv,  and 
needful  (cverities  of  medicine,  in  or: 
der  to  his  cure.  Still  he  is  intitlcd  to 
a  moderate  (hare  oF  whatever  alleyiat  - 
ing  accommodations  this  fair  inanfion 
of  his  merciful  Parent  aflfords,  confdU 
ent  with  his  recoveiy.  And  in  pro- 
portion as  this  recovery  advances,  the 
tivclielt  joy  will  ipring  frpm  his  fecret 
fcnle  of  an  amended  and  improving 
heart.  So  far  from  the  Srir;nrs  of  de- 
Ipair  is  the  condition  even  of  the  guilty.' 
Shudder,  poor  mortal j  at  the  thought 
of  the  gulph  into  which  thmi  wa(^  but 


now  going  to  plunge. 
«  While  die  moftt^u 
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*  coungcment  to  tmend,  the  more  m- 

*  tioccnt  foul  will  be  iupix>rted  with  dill 

*  iweeter  conlbhttions  under  all  if  s  ex- 

*  peiiencc  of  human  infiiTntties )  fiiy- 

*  ported  by  the  ^rladdening  anfu ranees' 

*  that  evei  y  iincere  endeavour  to  outgrow 

*  them»  (hall  be  aflifted,  accepted,  and 

*  rewarded.     To  ftich  a  one,  the  love- 

*  lied  felf-ahnfcment  is  but  a  deep-laid 

*  foundation  for  the  mod  elevated  hopes ; 

*  flncc  they  who  faithfully  exanitne  and 

*  acknowledge  what  they  are,  dial  I  be 

*  enabled  under  my  condu£t  to  become 

*  what  they  defire.     The  chridian  and 

*  the  hero  aie  infeparable^  and  to  af- 
'  pirings  of  unafluming  tnid,  and  filial 

*  confidence,  are  fet  no  bounds.     To 

*  hira  who  is  animated  xyith  a  view  of 

*  obtaining  approbation  from  the  Sove- 

*  reicn  of  the  univerfe,  no  didicult)'  i;> 

*  inJurmoimtablc.     Secure  in  this  pur- 

*  f«it  of  evciy  nt'cdful  aid,  his  conflift 
«  with  the  feVcreft  pains  and  trials  is 

*  little  moie  than  the  vigorous  exercifes 
^  of  a  mind  in  health.     His  patient  de- 

*  pendcncc  on   that  providence  which 

*  looks  through  all  eternity,  his  fdent 

*  reJienation,  his  ready  accummodation 

*  of  hi*  thoughts  and  behaviour  to  it's 

*  infcrutablc  ways,  is  at  once  the  molt 

*  excellent  fort  of  felf-dcaiial,  and  a  fource 
^  of  the  mod  exalted  tranfnortP.     So- 

*  ciety  is  die  true  fphere  of  humnn  vir- 

*  tuc.  In  focial,  aL^jvc  hfe,  didicultles 
f  willperpetiially  bcmetwith;  rcllrainifi 

*  of  many  kinds  will  be  nccefTary  j  and 

*  ihidying  to  bchavi:  right  in  relpcft  of 
«  thcfe  is  a  difciplincof  the  human  heart, 
f  fifcful  to  others,  and  improving  to  it< 


(elf.  Suffering  is  no  duf 
it  is  ncceflary  to  avoid  cui 
good ;  nor  pteafure  a  cniiti 
It  drengthens  the  influenc< 
clinations,  or  leflcns  thege 
vity  of  virtue.  The  hatipi 
to  man  in  his  prefeiTt  ttat 
faint  and  low,  compared  \ 
mortid  profpc6ts,  and  nobl 
but  yet,  whatever  portion 
tributing  hand  of  Heaven  c 
individual,  is  a  needful 
refrcdiment  for  the  prefent 
far  as  it  may  not  hinder  t 
of  his  final  dedination. 
*  Return  then  with  me  fro 
mifery  to  moderate  enjo; 
grateful  alacrity.  Retur 
contra^ed  views  of  fohtud 
per  duties  of  a  relative  an» 
being.  Re'iij^on  isnotcon 
and  cldfets,  nor  rcftrained 
tiremcnt.  Thefe  arc  the  j 
tiines  of  Supertlition,  b; 
endea\'ours  to  break  tho; 
benevolence  and  focial  ad 
link  the  wvlfarc  of  ever 
with  that  of  the  whole, 
that  tlie  greated  honour  3 
to  thi-  Author  of  your  beir 
a  ch«ri ful  be!  rviour,  as 
mind  f'atisfitl  wich  his  difj; 
Here  my  j>' xc-'ptrefs  paufe 
going  to  exprcfs  my  ackno 
for  liCi  dikjurtc,  when  a  1 
frori  the  neighbouring  vili 
new-riff n  fun  darting  his  be: 
my  window:*,  awaked  me. 
I  am,  y< 
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"HoB-if  fAtyCf^  yCyyilai  ctSin^Uif 
'cOay  yvvn  ir^oc  av^^a  ft.ii  J*;i^«r*in, 


EuRir. 


THIS  IS   THE  CHIEF   TELICITV  OT   LIFE, 

THAT  CONCORD  SMILE  ON    THE  CONNUBIAL  BUbJ 

BUT    now    'TII    HATRED   ALL 


TO  THI  RAMBLER. 
tXB, 

THOUGH,  in  the  didbrtations  which 
you  have  givenus  on  marriage,  very 
jud  cautions  are  laid  down  agamd  tlic 
common  caufe&of  infelicity,  ami  thcne- 
cdiry  of  having,  in  that  importatit  chpioe. 


the  fird  regard  to  virtue,  is  < 
culcaied  j  yet  I  cannot  thinl 
fo  much  exhauded,  but  thi 
de£lion  would  prefent  to  mt 
quedions,  inthedifcudion  of 
numbers  are  intereded,  and 
cepts  which  dcfcrve  to  be  ir 
larly  and  fuicibly  imprefled 
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feem»  like  moft  of  the  writers 
re  gone  before  you,  to  have  al- 
as an  unconteilcd  principle,  that 
^e  is  gtiurally  unhappy  .*  but  I 
.ot  whether  a  man  who  profefTes 
:  for  himfelfy  and  concludes  from 
d  obfervations,  does  not  depart 
is  character  when  he  follows  the 
hus  implicitly,  and  receives  max- 
faout  recalling  them  to  a  new  ex* 
ioni  efpec'ally  when  they  com- 
wide  a  circuit  of  life,  and  include 
iriety  of  circumftances.  As  I 
I  equal  right  with  others  to  give 
nion  of  the  obje£ls  about  me,  and 
'  title  to  determine  concerning  that 
hich  I  have  tried,  than  many  who 
it  without  experience ;  I  am  iin- 
'  to  be  reftrained  by  mere  autho- 
im  advancing  what,  I  believe,  an 
e  view  of  the  world  will  confirm, 
irriage  is  not  commonly  unhappy, 
lie  than  as  life  is  unhappy ;  and 
>ft  of  th*fe  who  complain  of  con- 
miferies,  have  as  much  fatisfac- 
their  nature  would  have  admit- 
'  their  coi>du£^  procured,  in  any 
ondition. 

,  indeed,  common  to  hear  both 
epine  at  their  change,  relate  the 
efs  of  their  earlier  ^ears,  blame 
y  and  rafhnefs  of  their  own  choice, 
am  thole  whom  thev  fee  coming 
e  world  againft  the  iame  precipi- 
ind  infatuation.  But  it  is  to  be 
bered,  that  the  days  which  they 
:h  wiih  to  call  back,  are  the  days 
Iv  of  celibacy  but  of  youth,  the 
>f  novelty  and  improvement,  of 
and  of  hope,  of  nealrh  nnd  vi- 
f  body,  ot  gaiety  and  lightnefs 
ft.  It  is  noteafy  to  furround  life 
my  ciraimftances  in  which  youth 
)t  be  delightful ;  and  I  am  afraid 
hether  married  or  unmarried,  we 
nd  the  vcfture  of  tcrreftrial  exift- 
nore  heavy  and  cumbrous,  the 
it  is  worn. 

It  tliey  cenfure  thcmfclves  for  the 
etion  of  their  choice,  is  not  a  fuf- 
proof  that  they  have  chofen  ill, 
tt  ice  the  fame  difcontent  at  every 
artof  life  which  we  cannot  change . 
rfe  with  almoft  any  man,  f^rown 
a  profeiTion,  and  ycu  w^l  f.nd 
eneCtiiig  that  he  did  not  enter  into 
efferent  couric,  to  which  he  too 
Kb  his  cenius  better  adapted,  or 
db  he  difcovcrs  that  wealth  and 
r  aiejooncafily  attajjitd.    *  The 
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'  merchant,''  fays  HoncCy/  envies  the 
'  foldier,  and  the  foldier  rtcounts  the 

*  felicity  of  the  merchant;  the  lawyer, 
/  when  his  clients  harafs  him,  calls  out 

*  for  the  quiet  of  the  couiitrymanj  ml 

*  the  countryman,  when  hufmefs  calls 
'  him  to  town,  proclaims  that  there 
'  is  no  happinefs  but  amidft  opulence 

*  and  crowds.*  Evtri'  man  recounts 
the  inconveniences  of  his  own  ftntion, 
and  thinks  thofc  of  any  other  lefs,  be- 
caufe  he  has  not  felt  them.  Thus  the  mar- 
ried praife  the  eafe  and  freedom  of  a  fin- 
gle  itate,  and  the  fingle  fly  to  marriagef 
from  the  weariuefs  of  folitude.  From 
all  ourobfcrvations  we  may  colle^l  with 
certainty,  that  mifery  is  the  lot  of  man» 
but  cannot  difcover  in  what  particular 
condition  it  will  find  mod  alleviations; 
or  whether  all  external  appenda^rcs  are 
not,  as  we  ufe  them,  the  caufes  either  of 
good  or  ill. 

Whoever  feels  great  pain,  naturally 
hopes  for  eafe  from  change  of  pofture; 
he  ch^ges  it,  and  finds  himfelf  equally 
tormented:  and  of  the  fame  kind  are  the 
expedients  by  which  we  endeavour  to 
obviate  or  elude  thofe  uneafinelTes  to 
which  mortality  will  always  be  fubje6i* 
It  is  not  likelv  that  tlie  roairied  flate  is 
eminently  miferableft  fince  we  fee  fuch 
numbers,  whom  the  death  of  their 
partners  has  fet  free  from  it,  entering  it 
again. 

Wives  and  hufbands  are,  indeed,  in- 
cefTantly  complaining  of  each  other;  and 
there  would  be  reafon  for  imagining  that 
almoft  every  houfe  wa|  inteftcd  with 
perverfenefs  or  opprefTion  beyond  human 
fiiffci-ancc,  did  wc  not  know  upon  how 
fmall  occaiions  fomeniirtdsbiirli  ouiinto 
lamentations  and  reproaches,  and  how 
naturally  every  animal  revenges  his  puin 
upon  thofc  who  happen  to  be  m*ar,  with- 
out any  nice  examinuiion  of  it's  caule, 
Wc  arcalway-?  \villi::g  to  fancy  ourl'tlves 
within  a  little  of  h -ppincrs;  and  when, 
with  repeated  cIRii-s,  wc  cannot  ita:h 
it,  {)er{iiade  ourfllves  thn«:  :♦.  is  ii:tcr- 
ceptcd  by  an  Tll-pnir<.:d  Tr.;iie,  fince,  if  we 
could  find  c'ny  •..'thcT  oblhclc,  it  v.o\ild 
be  o\H*  own  f?.ult  that  it  was  net  removed. 

Aiiatomiilshavccften  iTmarkcd,  that 
though  our  dilcafcs  arc  fufHcienlly  nu- 
merous and  fcveie.  yet  wHin  wc  enquire 
into  the  lliufturc  of  the  body,  the  ten- 
dernefs  of  foir.c  p.irts,  tJ;c  ir-inuttTefs 
of  od'^ers,  and  the  imintnfe  multiplicity 
of  anim-ril  f minions  thit  nuft  concur  " 
to  ^  healthful  and  vi'^croUs  cxccciCe  of 
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all  our  pcrDrertt  there  appetiH  re^on  to 
^ircmder  radier  that  we  arc  preferved  To 
longy  than  diat  we  perifh  u>  foon,  and 
that  our  frame  fubfilts  for  a  fiagle  day» 
orboury  without  difonier,  rather  than 
that  it  (hould  be  broken  or  obftru^ledby 
violence  of  accidents,  or  length  of  tune. 

The  fame  reflexion  arifes  in  my  mind, 
upon  obfervation  of  the  manner  in  which 
•marriage  is  freouentlycontraf^ed.  When 
I  fee  die  avaricious  and  crafty  taking 
^companions  'to  their  tables,  and  their 
beds,  without  any  enquiry,  but  after 
'fisurms  and  money;  or  the  giddy  and 
thoughtlefs  uniting  themselves  tor  life 
-to  thoic  whom  they  have  only  fecn  by 
the  light  of  tapers  at  a  ba]l$  when  pa- 
rents make  articles  for  their  children, 
without  enquiring  af^er  their  confent ; 
when  fome  marry  for  heirs  to  difappoint 
their  brothers,  and  others  throw  thein- 
felves  into  the  arms  of  thofe  whom  they 
do  not  love,  becaufe  they  have  found 
themfel  ves  rejcfted  where  thejr  were  more 
folicitous  to  pleafe;  when  (ome  marry 
becaufe  their  fervants  cheat  themj  fome 
4>ecaufe  they  fcjuander  their  own  money, 
^Ibnie  becaufe  their  houfes  arepeftered 
with  company,  fome  becaufe  they  will 
live  like  other  people,  and  fome  only  be- 
caufe they  are  fickiof  themfel  ves;  I  am 
not  fo  much  inclined  to  wonder  that 
marriage  is  (bmetiities  unhappy,  as  that 
it  appears  fo  litdc  loaded  with  calamity; 
and  cannot  but  conclude  that  fociety  has 
fomething  in  itfelf  eminently  agreeable 
to  human  nature,  when  I  find  it*s  plea- 
fures  fo  great  that  even  the  ill  choice  of 
&  companion  can  hardly  overbalance 
them. 

By  the  ancient  cuftom  of  the  Muf- 
covites,  the  men  and  women  never  faw 
each  other  till  they  were  joined  beyond 
the  power  of  parting.  It  may  be  fu- 
fpefled  that  by  this  method  many  un- 


fuitable  matches  were  produce 
ny  tenlpers  aflbciated  diat  we 
lified  to  give  pleafare  to  each 
iperhaps, among  a  people  (b  litt 
where  the  paucity'  of  gratifies 
the  uniformity  of  life,  gave  n< 
nity  for  imagination  to  interpc 
je^bions,  there  was  not  mucn 
xapricious  diilike,  and  while 
neither  cold  nor  hun^r,  they 
quietly  together,  without  any 
tiie  defe^ls  of  one  another. 

Amongd  us,  whom  kno\ 
made  nice,  and  affluence  war 
are,  indeed,  more  cautions  i 
fecure  tranquillity;  and  yet  if  • 
the  manner  in  which  thofe  cor 
have  finglcd  out  each  other  for 
we  fliall,  perhaps,  not  think 
Ruflians  lod  much  by  their 
For  the  whole  endeavour  of 
tics,  during  the  time  of  court 
hinder  themfelves  firom  beir 
and  to  difguife  their  natural  te 
real  defu-es,  in  hypocritical 
ftudied  compliance,  and  cont 
fetation.  From  the  time  that 
is  avowed,  neither  fees  the  ot 
a  ma(k;  ?nd  the  cheat  is  man; 
on  botli  (ides  with  fo  much  ar 
covered  afterwards  with  fo  mu< 
nefs,  that  each  has  reafon  to  f 
fome  transformation  has  ha 
the  wedding-night,  and  thatb; 
impofture  one  has  been  con 
another  married. 

I  ilcfire  you,  therefore,  Mr. 
to  queftion  all  who  (hall  hercj 
to  you  with  matrimonial  c< 
conccniinff  their  behaviour  ir 
of  courtftiip,  and  inform  ther 
arc  neither  to  wonder  nor  rep 
a  contraft  begun  with  fraud 
in  difappointment. 

I  am 
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I  CINUS,  £T  PROAV08,    LT  qjJ J£  NON  FEClMUSUrSI, 

VIX  XA  NOSTRA  TOCO. 


Ovid. 


KOUGHT  FROM  MY  BIRTH  OR   ANCESTORS    I  CLAIM, 
AkL  IS  MY  OWN,    MY  HUMOUR    AND  MY   SHAMC 


TO  THE  RAMBLER.. 

SINCE  I  find  that  you  have  paid  fo 
much  regard  to  my  complaints  as  to 
piiblifli  thcin»  Tarn  incliiiat  by  vanity. 


or  gratitude,  to  continue  our  C( 
ence;  and  indeed,  without  eithc 
.natives,  am  glad  of  an  oppo 
write,  for  I  am  not  accufVonw 
m  any  thing  that  fwellt  my  I 
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:re  none  vnth  whom  I  can  freely 
fe.  While  I  am  thus  einpIoyed» 
edious  hours  will  flip  away»  and 
'.  return  to  watch  the  clock,  I  (hall 
at  I  have  difl>urdened  myfelf  of 
'  the  day. 

I  perceive  that  I  do  not  pretend  to 
with  much  coniideration  of  any 
rat  my  own  convenience;  aiid,  not 
seal  from  you  my  real  fentiments, 
Ic  time  which  I  have  fpcnt,  againil 
11,  in  folitary  meditation,  has  not 
contributed  to  my  veneration  for 
1.  I  have  no^  fufficient  reafon 
xft  that,  with  all  your  fplendid 
ions  of  wifdom,  and  feeming  re- 
br  truth,  you  have  very  little  fm- 
\  that  you  eiriier  write  what  you 
:  think,  and  willingly  impoi'e  upon 
nd,  or  that  you  take  no  care  to 
right,  but  while  you  fct  up  your- 
at  guides,  miilead  yoiu*  followers 
eduTity,  or  negligence;  that  you 
ce  to  the  publick  whitcver  notions 
m  fpecioufly  maintain,  or  clegant- 
ireft,  without  enquirinp;  whether 
rejuftj  and  tranfcribc  hereditary 
xxis  from  old  authors  perhaps  as 
int  and  carelefs  as  yourlelves. 

II  may  peihaps  wonder  that  I  ex- 
myfelf  with  10  much  acrimony  on 
ition  in  which  women  are  fuppofed 
re  very  little  intercft;  and  you  are 

enoueti,  for  I  have  re«:n  many  in- 
%  of  the  faucinefs  of  fcholars,  to 
«,  that  I  am  more  properly  em- 
d  in  playing  with  my  kittens,  than 
'ing  myfelf  airs  of  criticifm,  and 
ring  the  learnetl.  But  you  arc  mif- 
,  if  you  imagine  that  lam  to  be 
idatedbyyour  contempt,  orfileu- 
Y  your  reproofs.  As  I  read,  1  have 
It  to  judge;  as  I  r.m  injured,  have  a 
to  complain;  and  thefe  privileges, 
1 1  have  purchaled  at  fo  dear  a  rate, 
i  not  caiily  he  pcrfuuded  torelign. 
»  reail  has,  indeed,  never  been  my 
efs;  but  as  there  a;\;  liours  of  leifure 
:  molt  a"ive  liic,  I  h:4ve  pafied  the 
tiuities  of  time,  which  i-ic  divcr- 
of  the  town  left  upci:  my  hands,  in 
ng  over  a  large  cotlcclion  or  tra- 
s  and  romances,  where,  an;ongft 
fentiments,  common  to  all  authors 
is  clals,  I  have  found  almoll  every 
fiUed  with  the  charms  and  happincl's 
ountry  life;  that  life  to  which  cxcry 
nan  in  the  highell  elevation  of  his 
eritr  is  contriving  to  retire;  that 
whKh  eveiy  tragick  heroine  in  fomc 


fcene  or  other  wiflies  to  have  been  bom, 
and  which  is  reprefented  as  a  certain  re- 
fuge from  folly,  from  anxiety,  frompef- 
fion,  and  from^ilt. 

It  was  impoHible  to  read  fo  many  paf* 
(ionate  exclamations,  and  foothing  de* 
fcriptions,  without  feeling  forae  deSre  to 
enjoy  the  ftate  in  which  all  this  felicity 
was  to  be  enjoyed;  and  therefore  I  re- 
ceived with  raptures  the  invitation  of  my 
good  aunt,  and  expelled  that  by  fome 
unknown  influence  I  fhould  fin  i  all  hopes 
and  fears,  jccJoufics  and  competitions, 
vaniih  from  my  heart  vpon  my  firft  ar- 
rival at  the  feats  of  iiinuccr.cc  and  tran- 
quillity; that  I  fliould  iLep  in  halcyon 
bowers,  andwandei-  in  elyiim  gardens, 
where  I  fliould  meet  witii  nothing  but 
the  foftncls  of  bonevolence,  tlie  candvur 
of  limplicity,  and  the  cheerfulneft^  of 
content;  where  I  (hould  fee  reaibn  ex- 
erting her  ibverei^ty  over  life,  without 
any  interruption  trom  envy,  avarice,  or 
ambition,  and  every  day  pafling  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  the  leverelt  wifdom  ihould 
approve. 

This,  Mr.  Rambler,  I  tell  you  I 
expe£lcd,  and  this  I  had  by  an  hundrod 
authors  been  taught  to  expe6b.  By  this 
expectation  I  was  led  hither,  and  here  I 
live  in  ptrpetual  uneafinefs,  without  any 
other  com  fort  than  that  of  hoping  to  re- 
turn to  London. 

Having,  fmce  I  wrote  my  former  let- 
ter, been  driven,  by  the  mere  neceffity 
of  efcaping  from  abiblute  inaftivity,  to 
make  mylelf  more  acquaintedwith  the  af- 
fairs and  inhabitants  of  this  place,  I  am 
now  no  longer  an  ahfolute  ftranger  to 
rural  convcri'ationand  employments,  but 
am  far ,  from  difcovuring  in  them  more 
innocence  or  wifdom,  than  in  the  fenti- 
ments or  condu6l  of  thofe  with  whom  I 
have  pafled  more  cheerful  and  more  fa- 
{hionable  hours. 

It  is  common  to  reproach  the  tea- 
table,  and  tht*  pa: k,  with  giving  oppor- 
tunities and  encouragement  to  i'candal. 
I  cannot  wholly  clear  them  from  the 
charge;  but  muit,  however,  obferve,  in 
favour  of  the  modifti  prattlers,  that,  if 
not  by  principle,  we  are  at  leaft  by  ac- 
cident, Isfs  guilty  of  defamation  than 
the  countr)' ladies.  For  having  greater 
numbers  to  obferve  andcenfure,  vfta^re 
commonly  content  to  charce  them  only 
with  tlieir  own  faults  or  foUies,  and  fe!- 
dom  give  vrayto  malevolence,  but  fnch 
as  arilts  from  fome  injiuy  or  affiontj 
real  or  imaginary,  of&:Y«d  to  <MiiAVNt^« 
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But  in  thefe  di(lin£(  provinces,  where 
the  fame  families  inhabit  the  fame  houfes 
from  age  to  age,  they  tranfmit  and  re- 
count the  faults  of  a  whole  fucccflion. 
I  have  been  informed  how  every  eftate 
in  the  neigliSourhood  was  originally  got, 
and  find,  if  I  may  credit  the  accounts 
given  me,  that  there  is  not  a  fmgle  acre. 
m  the  h?nds  of  the  right  owner.  I  have 
been  told  of  intrigues  between  beaus  and 
toafts  that  have  been  now  three  centu- 
ries in  their  quiet  graves ;  and  am  ofteA 
entertained  with  traditional  fcandal  on 
perfons  of  whofe  names  there  would 
nave  been  no  remembrance,  had  they  not 
committed  fomewhat  that  might  difgrace 
their  defendants. 

In  one  of  my  vi fits  I  happened  to  com- 
mend the  air  -lid  dignity  of  a  young  lady, 
who  had  juft  left  the  company;  up.*:: 
which  two  grave  matrons  looked  wkh 
great  flincfs  at  each  other,  and  the  elder 
aiked  me  whether  I  had  ever  fecn  the  pic- 
ture of  Henry  the  Eighth.  You  may  ima- 
gine that  1  did  not  immediately  perceive 
the  propriety  of  ^he  qucllion;  but  after 
having  waited  awhile  for  information,  I 
was  told  tliat  the  lady's  grandmother 
had  a  great  great  grandmother  that  was 
an  attendant  on  Anna  BulUn,  and  fiip- 
•  pofed  to  have  been  too  much  a  favourite 
of  the  king. 

If  once  there  happens  a  quarrel  be- 
txveen  the  principal  perfons  of  two  fa- 
milies, the  malignity  is  continued  with- 
out end,  and  it  is  common  for  old  maids 
to  fall  out  about  fome  eleftion,  in  which 
their  grandfathers  were  competitors:  the 
heart-burnings  of  the  civil  war  arc  not 
yet  extinguifhed ;  there  are  two  families 
in  the  neighbourhood  who  have  dertroy- 
edcachodicrs  game  from  the  time  of 


Philip  and  Maty;  and  when  an  accoaiH 
came  of  an  inundation,  which  had  in- 
jured the  plantations  of  a  worthy  gen- 
tleman, one  of  the  hearers  remarked, 
with  extiltation,  that  he  might  now  have 
fome  notion  of  the  ravages  committed  faj 
his  ancellors  in  their  retreat  from  Bot« 
wprth. 

Thus  malice  and  hatred  defcend  here 
with  an -inheritance;  and  it  is  nece£Giry 
to  be  well  verfed  in  hiftory,  that  the  va- 
rious fa6^ions  of  this  county  may  be 
under ftood.  You  cannot  expc£i  to  be 
on  good  terms  with  families  who  are  re- 
folved  to  love  nothing  in  common;  and, 
in  felefting  your  intimates,  you  are  per- 
haps to  cunlider  whjch  party  you  nioft 
favour  in  the  barons  wars.  1  have  of- 
ten loft  the  good  opinion  of  my  aunt*s 
vifitantsby  confounding  ihe  interefts  of 
York  and  Lancafter;  and  was  once  ccnr 
f^icd  for  fitting  filcnt  when  William 
Rufus  was  called  a  tyrant.  I  have,  how- 
ever, now  thrown  afide  all  prtttnces  to 
circumfpe6licn,  for  I  find  it  impoffible 
in  lefs  than  fcven  years  to  learn,  all  the 
rcqui file  cautions.  At  London,  if  you 
know  your  company;  and  their  parents^ 
you  are  fafe;  but  you  are  here  (ufpefled 
of  alluding  to  the  (lips  of  great-grand- 
mothers, and  of  i-eviving  contefts  which 
were  decided  in  armour  by  the  redoubt- 
ed knights  of  ancient  times.  I  hope 
therefore  that  you  will  not  condemn  my 
impatience,  if  I  am  weary  of  attending 
where  nothing  can  be  learned,  and  dt 
quarrelling  where  there  is  nothing  to  con- 
teft,  and  that  you  will  contribute  to  di- 
vert me  while  I  ftay  litre  by  fame  face- 
tious perfoi-mance.         j  ^^  gj^.^ 

EUPHELIA. 
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^VAN^VAM  HIS  SOLATIIS  ACqj[72ESCAM,  DF.BILITOR  XT  FRAKGOR  BADCM  lZ.t,Ji 
HUMAVXTATK  QUA  MK»  VT  HOC  IFSUM  FT.R  MITTKR  CM,  INDUXlT,NON  IDE* 
TAMKK  -VELIM  DURIOR  FIERI*.  NEC  IGKORO  ALIOS  HUJUSMODI  CASUS  KJHII. 
AMPLIUS  VOCAEB  QJ17AM  DAMNUM;  EOC^UE  SIBI  MAGNOS  HOMINES  ET  SAFI« 
BMTSS  VIDXRX.  <^VI  AN  MAGNI  SAFIXNTESQ^U  E  SINT,  N  ESCIO:  HOMINES  KO« 
ICNT.  MOillMIS  EST  EMM  AFFICI  DOLORE,  SKNTIRS:  RESISTERE  TAMEN,  It* 
SOLATIA  ADMXTTERE}     NON  SOLATIIS  NON   ECtRE.  p 

TICSt  FROCXEDIKCS  RAVE  AFFORDED  ME  SOME  COMFORT  IN  MY'DlSTRESflf 
X0TWITH6TAMDING  WHICH,  1  AM  STILL  DISFIRITED,  AND  UNHINGED  BT 
THE  SAMK  MOTIVES  OF  HUMANITY  THAT  INDUCED  ME  TO  GRANT  9UCR  IN<- 
DOLGSMCBS.  HOWEVER,  I  BY  NO  MEANS  WISH  TO  BECOME  LESS9VSCEFTIBLC 
OP  TENPBRItBSS.  I  KNOW  THESE  KIND  OF  MISFORTUNES  WOULD  BE  ESTI- 
MATED BY  OTHER  FERSONS  ONLY  AS  COMMON  LOSSES,  AND  FROM  SUCH  SEN* 
SATIOMS  THEY  WOULD  CONCEIVE  THEMSELVES  GREAT  AND  WISE  MEN.  -X 
SHALL  NOT  DETERMINE  EITHER  THEIR  GREATNESSOK  THEIR  WISDOM}  BUT  X 
AM  CKRTAIM  THEY  HAVE  NOHUMANITY.  IT  IS  THE  FART  OF  A  MAN  TO  BS 
AFFECTED  WITH  GRIEF;  TO  FEIL  SORROW,  AT  THE  SAME  TIME  THAT  HE  XI 
TO  RESIST  IT,    AND  TO  ADMIT  OF  COMFORT. 

Earl  of  OtRERT* 


OF  the  padions  with  which  the  mind 
of  man  is  agiuted,  it  may  be  ob- 
iemd,  that  the^  naturally  haflen  towards 
their  own  extmdion,  by  inciting  and 
quickening  the  attainment  of  their  ob- 
jcAs.  Thus  fear  urges  our  flight,  and 
defire  animates  our  progrefsj  and  if  there 
are  fome  which  perhaps  may  be  indulg- 
ed till  they  outgrow  the  good  appropri- 
ated to  their  fatisfa^ion,  as  it  is  fre- 
quently obfiared  of  avarice  and  ambi- 
tkn,  yet  their  immediate  tendency  is  to 
hoc  means  of  happineis  really  exiiiing, 
and  generally  within  the  pi-ofpe^.  The 
miiier  always  imagines  that^  there  is  a 
ccftain  fum  that  will  fill  his  lieart  to  the 
brim;  and  every  ambitious  man,  like 
King  Pyrrhus,  has  an  acquifition  in  his 
thoughts  that  is  to  terminate  his  labours, 
after  which  he  fliall  pafs  the  rell  of  his 
life  in  ea(L>  or  gaiety,  in  repoie  or  devo- 
tion. 

Sorrow  is  perhaps  the  only  affe^lion 
of  the  breaft  that  can  be  excepted  from 
this  general  remark,  and  it  therefore  de- 
icrves  the  particular  attention  of  thofc 
who  have  aiTumed  the  ai'duous  piovincc 
of  jHvierving  the  balance  of  the  mental 
cooliitiition .  The  other  paflions  arc  d  if- 
ciTes  indeed,  but  they  ncccflarily  dire^l 
OS  to  their  proper  cure.  A  man  at  once 
ftelt  the  piioy  and  knows  the  medicine, 
to  which  he  it  carried  with  greater  ha(ie 
as  the  evil  which  requires  it  is  more  ex. 
crnciatinb  and  cures  himfelf  by  uner- 
liiig  mSnBf  at  the  wounded  ftags  of 
Cme  an  jclaud  by  JBlian  to  have  ic» 


courfe  to  vulnerary  herbs .  But  for  for- 
row  there  is  no  remedy  provided  by  na- 
ture; it  is  often  occanoned  by  accidents 
irreparable,  and  dwells  upon  objeSa' 
that  have  loil  or  changed  their  exilleiicei 
it  requires  what  it  cannot  hope,  that  the 
hws  of  the  univcM-fe  Should  be  repealed} 
that  the  dead  (hould  return,  or  tne  palt 
fhould  bt  recalled. 

SoiTow  is  not  that  regret  for  negli- 
gence or  error  which  may  animate  us  to 
future  care  or  a^ivity,  or  that  repent* 
ance  of  crimes  for  wiiich,  however  ir- 
revocable, our  Creator  has  promiied  to 
accept  it  as  an  atuaement}  the  pain 
wliich  arifes  from  thcic  caufes  has  veey 
lalutary  effects,  and  is  every  hour  ex- 
tenuating itfclf  by  the  reparation  of  thole 
miican  iagcs  that  pixxliice  it.  Sorrow  is 
propcrlv  that  itatc  of  the  mind  in  which 
our  denrcs  are  fixed  upon  the  paft,  with- 
out lookinjT  forward  to  the  future,  an 
inceflant  wifli  thntlbmcthingwereother- 
wiic  than  it  has  been,  a  tormenting  and 
harafTmg  want  of  fomc  enjoyment  or 
polio.Tion  v/hich  wckivc  lolt,  and  which 
no  endeavours  can  pofli'oly  regain.  In- 
to luch  anguifh  many  have  limk  upon 
fome  fudden  diminution  of  their  foitune, 
an  unexpe^led  blall  of  their  reputation^ 
or  the  Id's  of  children  or  of  friends. 
They  have  fuftcredalircnlibilityof  plea-  ■ 
fure  to  lie  deftroyed  by  a  fingle  blow, 
have  given  up  for  ever  the  hopes  of  fub- 
llituting  any  other  objc^  in  tnc  room  of 
that  which  they  lametvt,  reCvv»,wcA  xVveuc  • 
Jives  tp  gloom  and  dcli^o^OLttic^  >  ^tA 
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worn  themfelvet  oat  m  nnarafling  mi- 
iery. 

Vet  fo  much  IS  this  pa/Tion  the  natu- 
nl  confequencc  of  tendemefs  and  endear- 
ment, that  hovrcvcr  painful  and  however 
irlclefs,  it  is  juftlf  reproachful  not  to 
feel  it  on  (bme  occafion^;  and  fo  widelr 
and  eonfhmtly  has  it  always  prevaileci, 
that  the  kws  of  fome  nations,  and  the 
cnftoms  of  ethers,  have  limited  a  time 
for  the  external  appearances  of  grief 
r:txifed  by  the  di(r<>lution  of  elofe  alli- 
ances, and  thebreaeh  of  dooieilkk  union. 

It  ieem»  detenntned  by  the  ^eral 
faifragc  of  manlcinil,  that  forrow  is  to  a 
certahn  point  laudable,  as  the  oftspi  int; 
of  love,  or  at  )eai\  pardonable  as  the  ef- 
UR  of  weaknef«;  but  that  it  ought  not 
to  be  fuffcred  to  incrrafc  by  indulgence, 
>«nt  muft  give  way  after  a  ftated  time  to 
^ial  duties,  and  the  common  avoca- 
tions of  life.  It  is  at  firft  unavoidnble, 
and  therefore  muft  be  allowed,  whether 
with  or  without  our  choree;  it  may  after- 
wards be  admitted  as  a  decent  und  affec- 
tionate teftimony  of  kindnefs  and  efteem ; 
Something  will  lie  ex  tortt.\l  by  nature,  and 
Tfomething  may  be  given  to  the  world. 
But  lU  beyond  the  burfts  of  paflicn,  or 
tf»e  forms  of  folcmnity,  is  net  only  uic- 
fcfs  but  ralpabk;  for  we  have  no  right 
to  facrificcjto  the  va*?n  longings  of  af- 
feAion,  th:it  tine  which  Providence  al- 
lows us  for  the  tuir:  of  our  ftation. 

Yet  h  too  often  hr.ppen5  that  forrow, 
Aus  lawfully  en terjps,  pains  fuch  a  firm 
poiTefTion  oi  the  mind,  tr;U  it  is  not  af- 
terwards to  be  ejc^icd;  the  mournful 
ideas,  firfi  violently  Inii">rc{led,  and  afic;- 
wards  v.illingly  rtceived,  fo  much  er.- 
grofs  the  utLention,  as  to  pixdominate 
m  every  thorf;hl,  to  darken  craicty,  and 
perplex  i-ai ioc : nr.; Ion .  An  habitual  \'id - 
iw;ls  fjir.cs  upon  the  Ibiil,  and  the  facul- 
ties are  diaiticd  to  a  f.pgie  obje6>,  which 
fan  never  he  contemplated  but  with  hopc- 
Jefs  uneaf.nefs. 

From  this  ftate  of  deje^^ion  it  is  very 
difHcult  to  riib  to  chenfulnefs  and  ala- 
crity, and  therefore  many  who  hare  laid 
do\vn  rules  of  intelle^ual  health,  think 
prtfervativcs  eafier  than  remedies,  and 
teach  us  not  to  truft  ourfelves  with  fa- 
■VDurite  enjoyments,  not  to  indulge  the 
luxury  of  fondnefs,  but  to  keep^  our 
minds  always  fufpended  in  fuch  indifTer- 
cnce,  that  we  may  change  the  gbjc^^s 
about  us  without  emotion. 

An  exa£l  compliance  \vith  thit  rul( 


might  perhaps  confribnte  to  tnm 
but  fmely  it  would  never  produ> 
pinefs.  He  that  regards  none  ( 
as  to  be  afraid  of  lobng  them,  ir 
for  ever  without  the  gentle  plea 
fympathy  and  confidence;  he  n 
no  melting  fondneis,  no  warmt) 
nevolence,  noi-  any  of  thofe  hon 
which  nature  annexes  to  the  p 
plcafmg.  And  as  no  man  eai 
claim  more  tendcmefs  than  he  p 
muft  forfeit  his  fharc  in  thatoflTci 
watchful  kindnefs  which  love  o 
<!B£late,  and  thofe  lenient  endet 
by  which  love  only  can  (often  lii 
may  jnftly  be  overlooked  and  nt 
by  fuch  as  have  more  warmth 
heart  J  for  who  would  be  the  fi 
him,  whom,  with  whatever  afftc 
may  be  courted,  and  with  whate 
vices  oMigcd,  his  principles  will 
fcrto  make  equal  returns,  and  wh 
you  have  exhaufted  all  the  inft: 
good-will,  can  only  be  prevailed 
to  be  an  enemy  ? 

An  attempt  to  preserve  life  h 
of  neutrality  and  indifference,  ij 
fonahle  and  vain.  If  by  excluc 
we  could  fhut  out  grief,  the 
would  defervc  very  ferious  at 
but  fmce,  howivtr  we  may  deb 
fclvcs  frcm  happinefs,  mifery  vi 
it\.  way.  at  many  inlets,  and  the 
of  j^ain  will  force  our  regard,  thi 
ivay  withhold  it  from  the  in  vita 
pltafiive,  we  may  Purely  endea 
raife  life  above  the  middle  point 
thy  at  cne  time,  fince  it  will  nc 
fuik  bclo\y  it  at  another. 

But  though  it  cannot  be  mrfon 
to  gain  happinefs  for  fear  of  I 
yet  it  muft  Ix*  confefied,  that  in 
tion  to  the  plcafure  of  poflcffii 
be  for  fome  time  our  fcnow  for 
it  is  theiefore  the  province  of  th 
lift  to  cncjiilrc  whciher  fuch  pa 
not  quickly  give  way  to  mil 
Some  have  thnuglit  that  the  mo(i 
way  to  clear  the  heart  from  it's 
raffment  is  to  drag  it  by  force  ini 
of  merriment.  Others  imagir 
fuch  a  tranfition  is  too  violent, 
commend  leather  to  (both  it  in' 
.  quillity,  by  making  it  acquaint 
miferies  mofe  dreadful  and  zfS^S 
diverting  to  the  calamities  of  ot 
regard  which  we  are  inclined  to 
clofely  upon  our  own  misfortui 

It  may  be  doubted  whether  c 
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•medics  will  be  fufficiently  power- 
Fhe  efficacy  of  mirth  it  is  not  al- 
afy  to  try,  and  the  indulgence  of 
:hcly  may  be  rurpe6led  to  he  ohe 
(e  medicines  which  will  deftroy, 
pnens  not  to  ctire. 
{afe  and  general  antidote  againfl 
is  employment.  It  is  common - 
nvedy  that  among  foldiers  and 
I,  thoQgh  there  is  much  kindnei^, 
i  little  grief;  they  fee  their  friend 
hoot  any  of  d\at  lamentationwhich 
Iged  in  fecurity  and  idienefs,  be- 
hey  have  no  leifure  to  fpare  from 
e  of  themfelves;  and  whoever  fhall 
lis  thoughts  equally  hufy,  will 
mfelf  equally  unaffeded  with  ir- 
ible  lofTcs. 


Time  is  obferved  generally  To  wearcnt 
forrow,  and  it's  cfFcfts  might  doubtleft 
be  accelerated  by  quickening  the  fiic- 
ceHTion,  and  enlarging  the  variety  of  ob- 
jefts. 

Si  tempore  longo 
Len'tri  peter  it  lyffuSf  tu /feme  mwrarlf 
^ifapietjths  tempus  trit.^^^^ 

GmoTxos* 
'Tis  long  ere  time  can  mitigate  your  grief} 
To  wiTdum  tijr>  fbe  quickly  brings  relief. 

F.  Liwifl^ 

Sorrow  is  a  kind  of  ruft  of  the  foul, 
which  every  new  idea  contributes  in  it's 

?>a(ragc  to  fcour  away!     It  is  the  putre* 
aftion  of  ftagnant  life,  and  is  xemedied 
by  exercife  and  motion. 
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MOM   XtT  VXYERE,    tXD  TALEKK,    VITA* 


Mait* 


FOR  LjrX  It  NOT  TO  tXVI,    BUT  TO  BE  WXLL. 


LONG  the  innumerable  follies', 
)y  which  we  lay  up  in  our  youth 
mce  and  remorfe  for  the  fucceed- 
rt-of  our  lives,  there  is  fcarce  any 
;  which  warnings  are  of  lefs  efH- 
han  the  ncgle6l  of  Health.  When 
ings  of  motion  are  yet  elafHck, 
he  heart  bounds  with  vigour,  and 
!  fparkles  with  fpirit,  it  is  with 
ty  that  we  are  taught  to  conceive 
)ecility  that  every  hour  is  bringing 
It,  or  to  imagine  that  the  nerves 
are.  now  braced  with  fo  much 
k,  and  the  limbs  which  play  with 
ch  aftivity,  will  lofc  all  their 
inder  the  gripe  of  time,  relax  with 
efs,  and  totter  with  debility. 
the  arguments  which  have  been 
^ft  complaints  under  the  mifc- 
lfe,thephilofophers  have,  I  think, 
to  add  the  incredulity  of  thofe  to 
ire  recount  our  fuffenngs.  But  if 
pofe  of  lamentation  be  to  excite 
It  furely  fiiperfluous  for  a^e  and 
&  to  tell  toeir  plaintive  Sones; 
'  preiiippofes  (yii.pathy,  and  a 
enekm  will  (hew  them,  that  thofe 
not  fe«l  pain,  feldom  think  that 
;  and  a  wort  recollcAion  will  in- 
noll  every  man,  that  he  is  only 
lie  inftilt  which  he  has  given, 
mcj  remember  how  often  he  has 


ELpnrKSTOK. 

mocked  infirmity,  laughed  at  it*s  cas^ 
tions,  and  ccnfurcd  it^s  impatience. 

The  valetudinarian  race  have  m^dc 
the  care  of  health  ridiculous  by  fuffering 
it  to  prevail  over  all  othei*  conliderations, 
as  the  mifer  has  brought  frugality  into 
contempt,  by  permitting  the  love  ct  mo- 
ney not  to  ftiare,  but  to  engrofs  his  raindi 
they  both  err  alike,  by  confounding  the 
means  with  the  end;  theygra^)  at  health 
only  to  be  well,  as  at  money  onkr  to  be 
rich ;  and  fomt  that  eveiy  terrelbial  ad- 
vantage is  chiefly  valuable,  as  it  fiir- 
nifhes  abilities  for  the  cxerci&  of  virtue- 
Health  is  indeed  fo  neceflary  to  all  ths 
duties,  as  well  as  pleafures  ot  life,  that 
the  crime  of  fqusndering  it  is  equal  to 
the  follvj  and  he  that  for  a  fiiort  grati- 
fication brings  wcaknefs  and  difeafcs 
upon  himfcif,  and  for  the  pleafure  of  a 
ftw  years  palled  in  the  tumults  of  diver- 
(ion,  and  clamours  of  merriment,  con- 
demns the  maturcrand  more  experienced 
part  of  his  life  to  the  chamber  and  the 
couch,  may  be  juftly  reproached,  not 
only  as  a  fpendthrift  of  his  own  happi- 
nefs,  but  »^  a  robber  of  the  publick  j  as 
a  wretch  that  has  voluntarily  difqualificJ 
himfelf  iu:  the  bufincfs  of  his  ftation, 
and  rcfufed  that  part  which  Prdvidonce* 
affigns  him  in  the  gentr^il  talk  of  human 
nature. 

There 
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Thtre  a[re  nerliaps  vcrv  few  condltbns 
pore  to  be  pitied  than  that  of  an  active 
and  elevatea  mind,  labouring  under  the 
^sreij^ht  of  a  diftcmpered  body;  the  time 
«f  fach  a  man  is  al^yays  fpent  in  forming 
ichemes,  which  a  change  of  wind  hin- 
ders him  from  executinz,  his  powers 
fume  away  in  projcfls  and  in  hope,  and 
the  day  of  aflion  never  arrives.  He  lies 
down  delighted  with  the  thoughts  of  to- 
norrow,  pleaics  his  ambition  with  the 
fame  be  (hall  acquire,  or  his  benevolence 
with  the  good  he  fliall  confer.  But  in  the 
ai^t  the  dues  are  overcail,  the  temper 
otthe  air  is  changed,  he  wakes  in  lan- 
guor, impatience,  and  di(li-a£\ion,  and 
Eas  no  longer  any  wifh  but  foreafe,  nor 
any  attention  but  to  mifery.  It  may  be 
laid  that  difcafc  generally  begins  that 
equality  which  death  completes;  the  dif- 
tinflions  which  fet  one  man  fo  much 
above  another  are  very  little  perceived 
in  the  gloom  of  a  fick  chamber,  where 
xt  will  be  vain  to  cxpt£l  entertainment 
from  tlie  gay,  or  inttnlcrion  from  the 
Irife;  where  all  human  elory  is  oblite- 
rated, the  wit  is  clcxidea,  tne  reafoncr 
perplexed,  and  the  hero  fubdued;  where 
Wic  hijgfheft  and  brighteft  of  mortal  be- 
ings nnds  nothing  left  him  but  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  innocence. 

There  is  among  the  fragments  of  the 
Greek  poets  a  ftiort  hymn  to  Health,  in 
which  ner  power  of  exalting  the  happi- 
nels  of  life,  of  heightening  the  gifts  of 
fortune,  and  adding  enioymcnt  to  nof- 
icffion,  is  inculcated  with  fo  much  force 
and  beauty,  that  no  one  who  has  ever 
hnguifhea  under  the  dilcomforts  and  in- 
firmities of  a  lingering  difeafe,  can  read 
it  without  feeling  the  images  dance  in  his 
heart,  and  adding  from  his  own  expe- 
rience new  vigour  to  the  wifh,  and  from 
his  own  imagiaation  new  colours  to  the 
piJlure.  The  particular  occafion  of  this 
little  compofition  is  not  known,  but  it  is 
probable  that  the  author  had  been  fick, 
and  in  the  firft  raptures  of  i-etuming  vi- 
gour addrefled  Health  in  tlie  following 
iQanner : 

idrrk  9-S  nuoi/ui 
T«  Xfi«r0/Mfv»»  0ior sic 

*£»  yif  Tif  r,  wXvTv  ;y«f*C  *>  rttutnp 
T»f  iCJ*4ttfir»c  T    arB^virHf 

'H  i'  Tif  «?.Xa  &ii5i»  ii*df  vjrcic  ▼«{■!»;« 


Health,  moft  venerable  of  the  pow-rs  ot 
ven!  with  thee  may  the  retDainiag  | 
my  life  be  paded,  aor  do  thou  rd 
blefs  me  with  thy  refidenoe.  For  wb 
there  is  of  beauty  or  of  pleafure  ia  « 
In  drfcendants,  or  in  foverdgn  com 
the  liigheft  fummit  of  human  enjoy 
or  in  thofe  objeds  of  defire  which  \ 
deavjur  to  chafe  into  the  toils  oi 
whatever  delight,  or  whatever  M 
%T»nttd  by  the  celeftials,  to  foften  o 
tigiie^,  in  thy  prefence,  thou  parent  o 
pinefs,  all  thofe  joys  fpread  out  and 
r)(h;  in  thy  prefence  blooms  the  fpr 
pleafure,  and  without  diee  no  man  ul 

Such  is  the  power  of  health,  that 
out  it's  co-operation  every  other  coi 
IS  torpid  and  lifclefs,  as  the  pow< 
vegetation  \^thout  the  fun.  An 
this  blifs  is  commonly  thi-own  av» 
thoughtlefs  negligence,  or  m  fooli 
periments  on  our  own  fti-ength ;  ^ 
It  perifti  without  remembering  it's ' 
or  waflc  it  to  (how  how  much  we 
to  fpare ;  it  is  fometimes  given  up 
management  of  levity  and  chance 
fometimes  fold  for  the  applaufe  of 
and  dtbauchciy. 

Health  is  equally  neglected,  an< 
equal  impropriety,   by  the  votar 
bufmefs  and  the  followers  of  pie 
Some  men  ruin  the  fabrick  of  th< 
dies  by  inccflfant  revels,  and  oth< 
intemperate  (Indies ;  fome  batter 
exccfs,  and  others  fap  it  by  ina^ 
To  the  noify  route  of  bacchanalia 
ers,  it  will  be  to  little  purpofc  tl: 
vice  is  offered,  though  it  requires  n 
abilities  to  prove,  that  he  lofes  p 
who  lofes  health  j  tlicir  clamoiu^ 
loud  for  the  whifpers  of  cautioi 
they  nin  the  courfcof  life  with  toe 
precipitance  to  llop  at  the  call  of  w 
Nor,  perhaps,  will  they  that  are 
in  adding  thoufanis  to  thoufand 
much  regard  to  him  that  (hall  direx 
to  haften  more  (lowly  to  their  • 
Yet,  fmce  lovers  of  pjoncy  are  ee 
cool,  deliberate,  and  thoughltu! 
might  furcly  confider,  that  the 
ecxKl  ou^ht  not  to  be  facrificcd  to  t 
Health  is  certainly  more  valuab 
money,  becaufe  it  is  by  healtli  thai 
-is  pixKTured ;  but  thoufands  and  r 
arc  of  finall  avail  to  alleviate  t 
trailed  tortures  of  the  gout,  to  re 
broken  organs  of  fenfe,  or  rdfufc 
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3f  cUgeftion,  Poverty  is,  indeed, 
roin  which  we  naturally  fly  j  b\it 
Dt  rail  from  one  enemy  to  another, 
:  ihcltcr  in  the  arms  ol*  licknds. 

ijeccn  anlmatm!  quam  vclhnt  atinre 

tlto 

pau^erutn,  ft  Jura  tc/erare  lahcris  ! 

ithfal  iiidig-^acc  in  vjin  they  pray, 

ct  wealth  who  chruw  their  lives  away. 

fc  who  lo(e  their  health  in  an  ir-  • 
and  iinpw-luous  jnu'fult of  iiiemry 

'litlimcnts,  arc  yet  lefs  to  be  cx- 
for  they  ought  to  know  tliat  the 

» liot  forced  beyond  it's  ftrcngih, 


but  with  the  lofs  of  more  vigour  than  i» 
proportionate  to  th'j  c:fc6i  produced. 
Whoever  takes  up  life  bcfore-hmd,  by 
depriving  himfclf  of  reftaiul  refrethnient, 
miift  not  only  pay  back  the  hours,  but 
pav  them  back,  with  ufury^  and  for  the 
gam  of  a  itw  montlis  hut  half  cnioyed, 
mull  give  up  y^*ars  to  the  liltlefTnels  of 
languor,  and  the  implacability  of  pain; 
Th-jy  whofe  endeavour  is  mental  excel- 
lence, will  learn  perhaps  too  late,  how 
much  it  is  endangered  by  difcafes  of  the 
botly  ;  and  find  that  kno.vlcdge  may  ea- 
fily  be  loll  in  the  llarts  of  melancholy, 
the  flif:hts  of  impatience,  and  thcpcevilh- 
uefs  of  deciepitude. 


o  XLIX.     TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  4,  1750. 


NON  OMNIS  MORI  VP.,  MULTAQ^UE  PARS  Mil 
V  IT  ADIT  I.IBITINAM,  USqUE  EC)  POSTERA 
CJtfcSCAM    LAITDE    RCCLNS.  HoR. 

Vv-HOLE    :f  1RACE    CJIALL    N'»T    DTT.\   HIS  SOT.CS    SHALL   SAVE 
THE    GRKATEST  rORTXON    TROM    TI'-ECRKKDY   CRAVE. 


Creech. 


[E  full  motives  of  hum:m  u^lions 
ire  thofc  appetites  which  Pro\i- 
has  jjiven  toman  in  common  with 
t  of  the  inhabitants  of  t!ie  earth, 
liatcly  after  our  birth,  thirfl  and 
-  iincline  us  to  tlic  brcaft,  which 
iw  by  inllinck,  like  other  young 
es,  and  whsrn  we  are  fatisfu:d,  we 
»  our  uneaiinefs  by  importunate 
cciTant  cries,  till  we  have  obtained 
;  or  poih'.re  propji-  fci'  repoie. 
:  next  call  ihat  roufes  us  from  a 
*  ina^ivilv,  is  that  of  our  puflions ; 
ickly  begin  to  be  fcniible  of  hope 
rar,'love  and  h::trcd,  dclirc  and 
n;  thofc  ariling  from  the  power 
npariibn  r.n  \  reflcilion,  extend 
ir.;;cwilcr,  r.s  our  rcarf-nllrcngLh- 
A  our  knowledge  enlarges.  At 
c  have  no  thought  of  pain,  hut 
vc  actually  feel  it;  we  afti-nvards 
to  fear  hj  yet  not  before  it  an- 
•s lis  veiy  ntajiy;  but  by  dcgivcs 
:ovcr  it  at  a  gixater  dillancc,  ajid 
lurking  in  remote  conlLqucnces. 
rror  in  tirne  improves  into  cau- 
idwc learn  to  look  round  with  vi- 
and folic itude,  to  Hop  all  llic 
R  at  which  inifoy  c:ai  enter,  ^nd 
'wm  or  endure  muiy  things  iji 
Ives  tcilfoinc  and  uiipleafnig,  be- 
ifc  kntrjv  by  renlbn,  or  by  cxpe- 
that  our  labour  will  be  ovu ba- 
by the  le^'a.u,  thai  it  v/lli  ci- 


ther procuri*  for.ie  uofitivc  good,  or  avert  ^ 
forae  evil  i;reati:r  ilian  itfeif. 

But  as  the  Ibul  adv.ir.ccs  to  n  fuller 
cxjrcile  of  it's  powers,  thy  animal  ap- 
petites, and  the  palFions  immediately 
arifing  from  them,  are  not  fufilcirmt  to 
find  it  cmploymentj  tiie  wants  <»f  nature 
a:j  Ibo.i  lupi-licd,  the  fxiar  if  thw-ir  re- 
turn is  eafiiy  precluded,  an.i  (bmething 
more  is  necelr.My  to  relieve  tlie  long  in- 
t^iTal.^  of  inartlvity,  and  to  give  tl>ofe 
faculties,  wiilch  cannot  lie  wholly  (;vii- 
efrent,  fome  particular  din\Hion.  For 
this  i-eafon,  n;.  w  d-lires  and  anirioi'l  'Jil- 
i:cnr>  are  by  d.;.;rec<  produc;:.'.}  L.nd, 
fiom  having  wiliies  only  in  co:jll«]\:i.riCc: 
of  our  wants,  wl  begin  lo  f.fl  v.uri?  in 
confequence  of  our  v/ii]'.  :rs;  wc  pvrr»;;ide 
ourfelves  to  lit  a  viih;-.-  i'jxjti  thir.gi 
which  arc  of  no  ulV,  but  ()-'cni:i"  wi-  h;ve 
agreed  to  v?.hie  them  j  ilMr.:';s  wlv.'.'i  ciiii 
riL-itjierfati<iy  hur.^^r,  nor  nifl .:"  •  p:'.in, 
nor  fecurc  us  from  any  i\\:\  cljiniry, 
and  which,  tr.ert  f<irj,  w-  r.n.i  o(  n-^  cf- 
tcem  amcni^  llioic  nations  wb.t.ii'r  artlcfs 


..p 


wavs  anxious  tor  i!ie  ntJ.l.Liii'.s  oi  i:i.*. 
This  is  the  origin:*!  of  aviinc:-,  vrii- 
ty,  ambition,  and  ;;envndiy  t^f  ,-.!]  ihcf* 
ddircs  which  ariL-  from  thj  C'.m;/.irl;".):i 
of  our  tondiiion  with  th::t  uf  i;*.i.i'i>. 
He  that  ihiriks  himfelf  jroor,  b.'.:i» •.';.■  his 
r.,;;/ii'  our  is  rithir^  hu  fji:-.r,  li»  k  C'u:-  r, 
v.'wuid  rUih;;r  hi  th*j  f.iil  iv._..  'A  iva- 
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lage,  than  the  fccond  in  the  capital  of 
the  woi'M,  has  apparently  kindled  in 
hiralSf  dcfircs  which  he  never  received 
from  nature,  and  a6ls  upon  principles 
eftablifhcd  only  by  the  authority  of  cuf- 
tom. 

Of  thofe  adfcititious  pafTions,  fome, 
^s  a\Tirice  and  envy,  are  univcrfally  con- 
demned; fomc,  as  fricndftiip  and  curio- 
fity,  generally  praifcd:  but  there  are 
otheis  about  which  the  fufFof^  of  the 
wife  are  divided,  and  of  which  it  is 
doubted,  whether  they  tend  moft  to  pro- 
mote the  happinefs,  or  incrcafe  the  mi- 
ierics  of  mankind. 

Of  this  ambigiioiTS  and  difpu table 
kind  is  the  love  of  fame,  a  dtfire  of  fill- 
ing the  minds  of  others  with  admiration, 
and  of  being  celebrated  by  generations  to 
come  wrth  piaifcs  wiiich  we  (hall  not  hear. 
This  ardour  lias  bcon  confideied  h\- 
fomc,  as  nothing  better  than  fplcmlid 
madnefs,  as  a  flame  kindled  bv  pride, 
and  fanned  by  folly;  for  what,  laytliey, 
can  ?)c  more  remote  from  wifdom,  than 
to  direfl  all  our  a^lions  by  the  hope  of 
that  which  is  not  to  exilt  till  we  oinielvcn 
are  in  the  grave?  To  pant  after  that 
which 'can  never  be  pofleflTed,  and  of 
which  the  value  thus  wildly  put  upon 
it,  arifes  from  this  particular  condition, 
that,  during  life,  it  is  not  to  be  obtain - 
eil?  To  gain  the  favour,  and  hear  the 
applaufes  of  our  contemporaries,  is  in- 
dce<l  equally  dcfirable  with  any  other 
prerogative  of  fupcriorit}',  bccaufe  fame 
may  be  of  ufe  to  fmootli  the  paths  of 
\j£c,  to  terrify  oppofit'on,  ancl  fortify 
tranquillity;  but  to  what  end  fliall  wo 
be  the  darlings  of  mankind,  when  we 
can  no  longei*  ircrive  any  benefits  from 
their  favour?  It  is  mm-c  rcafonable  to 
wifti  for  reputation,  wlnle  it  may  yet  be 
enioyed;  as  Anacrcon  calls  upon  his 
companions  to  give  liim  for  prefent  r.fe 
the  wine  and  garh^nds  which  they  pur- 
j>ofe  to  bellow  upon  his  tomb. 

Tl^e  adv'ixiitvs  for  the  love  of  frme 
allege  in  it's  vindication,  that  it  is  a  pai- 
fion  natural  an-l  univerfal;  a  flame  ligln- 
Cil  by  Heaven,  and  always  burning  with 
grcatcll  vigour  in  the  moft  enlarged  and 
elevated  minds.  That  the  defire  of  be- 
mg  praifed  by  po!>erity  implies  a  refo- 
hxtion  to  defer ve  their  praifes,  and  that 
the  fully  charged  upon  it  is  only  a  no- 
ble and  dirmtcreftcd  generofity,  which  i'-? 
not  felt,  and  therefore  not  imderftood, 
by  thofe  who  have  been  alwaj-s  accuf- 
tt^mcd  to  ixfcf  fvery  thing  to  ihtm- 


fclves,  and  whofe  felfiflincfs 
traced  their  undcrftandings. 
foul  of  man,  formed  for  etcma 
tu rally  fprings  forward  beyon 
mits  of  corporeal  exillence,  ar 
to  confider  herfelf  as  co-opera 
future  ages,  and  as  co-cxter 
endlcfs  duration.  That  the 
urgetl  with  fo  much  petulanc 
proach  of  la'-ouring  for  w 
not  be  enjoyed,  is  founJctt  on 
on  -A'hich  may  with  gi"ear  prol 
doubled;  for  fmcc  we  fuppofe 
crs  of  the  foul  to  be  enlirged 
paration,  why  fhould  we  con< 
it's  knowk-dgc  of  fublunary  tr 
is  contra^led  orextinguifhed? 

Ujwn  an  attentive  and  nr:; 
view  of  the  argument,  it  will  n 
the  love  of  fame  is  to  I>e  rci; 
ther  than  extinguifhed;  and 
fhould  be  Liu^hc  not  to  be  wl 
kfs  about  their  mcmciry,  but 
vour  rhat  they  may  be  rerncmbt 
ly  for  their  viitucs,  fnue  no  o 
tation  will  be  able  to  tranfmit 
fure  be)'ondthe  grave. 

It  is  evident  that  fame, 
merely  as  the  immortality  of : 
not  Icf*  likely  to  be  the  rew: 
a(Vtions  than  of  good;  he  the 
no  certain  princinle  for  the  re^ 
his  condun,  whofe  fmcle  ain 
be  forgotten.  And  hiSory  \\ 
u;:,  that  this  blind  and  undif 
apjwlite  of  renown  has  .tlways 
certain  in  it's  ettcch,  and  diiX'C 
cidcnt  or  opportunity,  indiff 
the  benefit  or  devaluation  of  t 
Wlien  Themiffocles  compiain* 
trophies  of  Miftiades  hindered 
deep,  he  was  animated  by  ihi 
fonn  the  fame  fcr\-ices  in  the  fj 
But  Caffar,  when  he  wept  at  t 
Alexander's  pi^lnre,  having 
oppnitunities  of  aflion,  let  his 
brc'tk  out  to  the  niin  of  his  c 

If,  therefore,   the  love  of 
far  intiulged  by  the  mind  as 
independent  and  predominant 
gcrous  and  in-egular;  but  it  m 
fully  employed  as  an  infeiior  i 
dary  motive,  and  will  fervc 
to  revive  our  aftiviiy,  when  vw 
languifh  and  iofe  fi^t  of  diat 
tain,  more  valuable,  and  mo: 
reward,  which  ought  always 
firft  hope  and  our  laft.     But 
f^ronglv  impreflfed  upon  our  it 
viituQ  U  not  to  be  puHlied  as 
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Bom  to  famcy  but  fame  to  be  accepted 
as  the  only  recompencc  which  mortals 
can  beftow  on  virtue ;  to  be  accepted  with 
complacence,  but  not  fought  with  eager- 
left.  Simply  to  be  rcmembci-ed  is  no 
advantage}  it  is  a  privik-^^-  which  fatire 
as  well  as  panc^nck  can  confer,  and  is 
not  more  enjoyed  by  Titus  or  Conlian- 
line,  than  by  Timocrcon  of  Rhodes,  of 
«hom  we  only  know  fium  his  epltiph, 
that  he  had  eatem  mfiny  a  meal,  drank 
mtwjf  afia^oH,  aaJ  utured  many  a  re^ 
prsacbm 


TloWSi  ^yvVf  ««;  VflX>.4  nri%lft  sat  i 


riX>.i 


The  true  faiisfuftion  waich  U  to  he 
drawn  fiom  thj  coni'cioufncfs  that  wk 
fliall  fh:uc  tUc  attention  of  future  times, 
mull  aiilc  from  ihc  hope,  that  with  our 
n?»mc  our  viinits  will  be  prapagatcd; 
and  that  thole  whom  wc  cannot  benefit 
in  our  lives,  may  receive  inftruttion  from 
our  examples,  and  incitement  from  our 
renown. 


N<»L.    SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  8,  xjso. 

CREDEBAKT  HOC   GRANDE   NF?A5,    FT   MORTE   PINNDl'M, 
SI   JUVKNIS   VRTULOKON    ASS  U  R  R  EX  F  R  AT,    ATt^-'K 
SARBATU  CUICUNQ^VE   PUER,    LICET   IPSE   VIDEKF-  1* 
^LURA   D9MX  FRAGA,    IT   MAJUHLS  GLAMDii   ACLXV  1T^ 


AND  HAD  NOT    MEN  THF  HOAK  Y   HF  \n  RFVFit   D, 
AND   BOYft    PAID  REV*RENCF.  U'^FK    a  MAN    APPFAR*P« 
BOTH    MUST    HAVC   DIFP,    THO*   RICHER    SKINS   Till  Y    \NORr, 
AND  SAW  M01£  HEAPS  OF   ACORNS  IN    THEIR   STORE. 


I  Have  always  thought  it  the  bufineis  of 
thofe  who  turn  dicir  fpeculations  upon 
the  lining  world,  to  commend  the  virtiitH , 
a  well  as  to  expole  the  faults  of  their 
contfemponries,  and  to  confute  a  falle  as 
well  as  tofupport  ajuft  accufation^  not 
only  becaufe  it  is  peculiarly  tlie  bufmcfs 
of  a  monitor  to  keep  hiA  own  reputation 
tintainted,  left  thol«  who  can  once  charge 
him  with  partiality  fhouid  indulge  them- 
leUes  aftcrwaixls  in  difbelieving  him  at 
pleafure ;  but  becaufe  he  may  And  real 
crimes  fufficient  to  give  full  employment 
to  caution  or  repentance,  witnout  dil- 
traAinethe  mind  by  needlefs  fcruples  and 
vain  Micitudes. 

There  an  catain  fixed  and  ftated  re- 
proaches thmt  one  part  of  mankind  has 
in  all  ages  thrown  upon  another,  which 
arcre^larly  tranfmitteil  through  conti- 
nwd  fuccefllons,  and  which  he  that  has 
once  fuffered  them  is  ceitam  to  uie  with 
ibe  fame  undiliinguiftiing  vehemence, 
when  be  has  chanpd  his  ftation,  and 
gained  the  prefcriptive  right  of  inflicting 
on  oCiiers  what  he  had  formerly  endured 
fannftlf. 

To  thefe  hereditary  imputations,  of 
which  BO  man  fees  the  juttice  till  It  be- 
comes his  intcreft  to  fee  it,  very  little 
fcprd  is  to  be  fliewn;  iince  it  (k>es  not 
ijlfcv  that  they  are  produced  by  ratio - 


Cri.fc'r. 

cinafion  or  enquiry,  but  rc?ccived  impli- 
citly, orcau^'lir  }.y  :i  kind  of  inlhuitanc- 
ous  contagion,  uiui  ]'ii|i[«iir\.!  nrlier  by 
wiJlingncls  to  credit  than  ability  to  prove 
them. 

Ithasbeen  alway.-.  thej^r-KMircof  ihofe 
whi>  are  dcfiroas  to  bcluvi-  Themfelvci 
made  \ciiCTablc  by  lenk;th  of  time,  to 
cenfurc  die  new  comv.*rs  into  life,  for  want 
of  refpcft  to  grey  hairs  an:i  I'.iojc  experi- 
ence, for  heady  con fiiLoce  in  their  own 
underftandings,  for  haity  conchuion*; 
upon  p.iiti:;l  vicws,fordiiivt;;ird  of  coun-" 
feU  which  iheir  fathers  and  inancl'lri.i 
arc  ready  to  alfor^l  thtir,  an-.l  a  itbcl- 
lioiis  impatience  of  tiuit  liihouiiuation  Ui 
which  youth  is  con;lemnc\l  by  nature,  as 
ncccflary  to  it's  llcu;ity  from  evils  into 
which  it  would  be  othcrwifc  iirjrcipl tared 
by  the  rafhnefsof  paiHon,  and  the  blind - 
nefs  of  ignorance. 

Every  old  man  complains  of  the  grow- 
ing depi-avity  of  the  world,  of  the  petu- 
lance and  inlblcncc  of  the  rifm^  gcnL-ia- 
tion.  He  recount*;  the  decency  and  i\-- 
gularityot*  former  times,  and  CL-icbnites 
tlie  dilcipline  aiul  i(>lii  icty  of  the  j^c  \a 
which  his  youth  was  palled  j  a  happy  a;:e 
which  i3>  now  no  more  to  be  ex))£^'t(.\i, 
fince  confufion  hu'*  lirt»kiii  in  upon  t'le 
world,  and  th:ov.'n  down  :i!l  the  bounda- 
ritb  of  civ  Hit  V  and  i  cwvi  iv  e. 
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It  is  not  fufficicntly  confidcrcd  how 
much  he  affumes  who  dares  to  claim  ilic 
privilege  of  complaining:  for  as  rvcry 
man  has,  in  his  own  opinion,  :i  fr.U  Iharc 
of  the  mifcrics  of  life,  he  i*  inclintd  to 
confidcr  all  chmorons  uncafmtfs  as  a 
proof  of  impat-ence  raiher  than  of  alfiic- 
tion,  and  to  afk,  *  What  mrrit  hso  this 
t  man  to  (how,  by  which  he  has  acquinxl 

*  a  right  to  repine  at  the  dilh  i'ouiions  of 

*  nature?  Or,  why  docs  he  imagine  ihdt 

*  exemptions  (hould  he  granted  him  fr  jm 

*  the  general  condition  of  man?'  Wefmd 
ourfelvcs  excital  rather  to  captioiifriels 
than  pity}  and  inftead  of  being  in  haAe 
to  foQllj  his  complaints  by  fympathy 
and  tcndcrncfs,  we  enquire,  whether  the 
pain  be  proportionate  to  the  lamentation ; 
and  wheLher,fiippoling  thcaffliflion  real, 
jt  is  not  the  efTeil  of  vice  and  folly,  ra- 
ther than  calamity. 

The  qucniloulhefs  and  indicpiation 
which  is  obferved  fo  oficn  to  di-Hpirc 
the  laft  fccnc  of  life,  naturally  Iciid^  us 
to  enquiries  like  thefc.  For  furcly  it 
will  be  thought,  at  the  firlt  view  of 
tilings,  that  if  age  be  thus  contemned  and 
ridiculed,  infulted  and  neglc6led,  the 
ciimc  mufl  at  lead  be  equal  on  either 
part.  They  who  luvc  had  op{>ortuni- 
ties  of  eftabliftiing  their  authority  over 
minds  duftilc  and  unrcHltinr,  they  who 
have  been  the  protc6b  rs  of  helplclFnffs, 
and  the  inftru^ors  of  ignorance,  and 
who  yet  retain  in  their  own  hands  the 
power  of  wealth,  and  the  <ngnily  of 
command,  nnift  dcfeit  their  inHuence  by 
their  own  mifccnduft,  rnd  make  uie  of 
all  thefc  advantages  with  very  Uitle  Ikiil, 
if  they  cannot  Itcurc  to  thL-mfclves  an 
appearance  of  rcfpe6t,  and  ward  otf  open 
nicckcrj',  and  declared  contempt. 

The  general  llory  cf  mankind  will 
evince;  that  lawful  and  fettled  authority 
is  very  feldcm  refilled  when  it  is  well 
employed.  Grofs  corruption,  or  evi- 
dent imbecility,  is  nccelTary  to  the  fup- 
prcfTicn  of  that  re\-crence  with  which  the 
majority  of  mankind  look  upon  their  go- 
veiTiors,  on  thofc  whom  they  fee  li«r- 
roundcd  by  fplcndour,  and  fortified  by 
power.  For  thcugh  men  are  diavvn  by 
their  pafuons  into  fcr^jctfiilnrfs  cf  invi- 
fiblc  rewards  and  puniOnncnts,-  yet  they 
are  eafily  kept  obedient  to  thofe  v/ho  have 
temporal  dominion  in  their  hands,  till 
their  veneration  is  diifipated  by  fuch 
▼rickednefs  and  folly  as  can  neither  be 
defended  nor  concealed. 

Jt  may,  thercfoxr,  very  rcafonably  be 


fufpcflcd  that  the  old  draw  upo 
ftlvcs  the  grealcft  part  of  thof* 
which  they  fo  mnch  lament,  s 
age  is  rarely  dcfpiled  but  when  i 
tempt Iblc,  If  men  imagine  t 
ccfs  cf  debauchery  can  be  ma« 
, rend  by  time,  Oiit  knowledge  is 
fequcnrc  of  long  life,  however 
thuUj;htlcfsly  employed,  that  pr 
birth  will  fupj»iy  the  want  ot  fl 
or  honcfty,  can  it  raife  much 
thnt  their  hopes  are  difappoint 
that  they  fee  their  poftcrity  rat 
ling  to  trud  their  own  eyes  in  t 
grefs  into  life,  than  enlitt  thcmft 
der  guides  who  have  lolt  their  m 

There,  arc,  indixd,  many  tnjtl 
time  ncceiTariiy  and  certainly  tea< 
which  might,  by  thole  who  ha^ 
ed  them  from  experience,  be  co 
catcd  to  their  fuccetfors  at  a  chea 
but  dictates,  tliot'gh  liberally 
bellowed,  arc  generally  withoi 
the  teacher  gains  few  profclytc 
Itniclion  which  his  own  behavi* 
tradifls;  and  young  men  mils  th 
ofcounfcl,  bccaule  they  are  i 
ready  to  believe  that  thofe  who 
low  them  in  practice  can  mui 
iliem  in  theory.  Thus  the  pn 
knowledge  ib  iciardcd,  the  worl 
long  in  the  fame  (late,  and  e\ 
race  is  to  gain  the  prudence  of  t 
dcceflbrs  by  committing  and  r 
the  fame  mifcaniagcs. 

To  fecurc  to  the  old  tliat  i 
whic'i  tluy  are  willing  to  cla 
which  might  lo  much  contribul 
improvement  of  th«  arts  of  life, 
folutely  ncccrtai-y  that  they  giv 
lelves  up  to  the  cluties  of  dec li  nil 
and  contentedly  refign  toyputhit 
it'spleafuicS,  it's  frolitks,  and 
peries.  It  is  a  hoj^lefs  endc: 
unit 'J  the  contrarieties  of  fpi 
winter}  it  isunjuti  to  claim  the  p 
of  age,  and  retain  the  playtl 
childhood.  The  young  alwa 
magnificent  ideas  of  the  wifd 
gravity  of  men,  whom  they  co. 
placed  at  a  diltante  from  ther 
ranks  of  txiftcnce;  and  natura 
on  thofe  whom  tlicy  find  tiifli 
lonir  licards,  with  contempt  an< 
nation,  like  that  which  womei 
the  effeminacy  of  men.  If  dot 
contend  with  boys  in  thofe  perfo 
in  which  boys  mull  always  exc 
if  they  will  urefs  cripplecl  limb; 
broidery,  cndc^ivour  at  gaiety  v 
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icM;  and  darken  alTerablics  of 
with  the  ghaftlintsTs  of  dilbale; 
•  well  cxpcft  thole  who  find 
hlons  obftnifteil  will  hoot  them 
id  that  if  they  dcfcend  to  coni- 
vith  youth,  they  mull  bear  the 
:  of  lucccfsful  rivals. 

tj,  eJlflifttU  atque bV'iJii: 
bin  tibi  cp,  ^ 

ad  your  ihare  of  mirth,  of  meat  and 
ink; 

to  quit  the  fcene;  *tis  time  to  thinlc. 
Elphinston. 

icr  vice  of  age,  by  which  the 
neration  may  be  alicnatCil  from 
rci-ity  and  cenforioufnefs,  that 
)  allowance  to  the  failin^cs  of 
\  that  cxpecU  aitfulncfs  from 
d,  and  cunltancy  from  youth. 
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that  is  peremptory  in  cvenr  command, 
and  inexorable  to  every  failure.  There 
are  many  who  live  merely  to  hinder  hap- 
pinels,  and  whofc  defcendants  can  onlj 
tell  of  long  life,  that  it  produces  Aifpi- 
cion,  malignity,  perviflmefs,  and  per* 
fecution:  and  yet  even  tluTe  tyrants  can 
talk  of  the  ingratitude  of  the  age,  curie 
their  heirs  for  impticnce,  and  wonder 
that  young  men  cannot  take  plcofure  in 
their  fathers  companv.  ' 

He  tliat  would  pais  the  latter  part  of  - 
life  with  honour  and  decency,  muft, 
when  he  is  young,  contider  that  he  fliall 
one  day  be  oKlj  and  remember,  when  he 
is  old,  that  he  has  once  been  younc. 
In  youth  he  muIUay  up  knowledge  for 
his  fupport  when  his  powers  of  a6ling 
fliall  forfakchim;  and  in  age  forbear  to 
animadvert  with  rigour  on  faults  whicl| 
experience  only  can  corrcdU 
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HOW  FOOLISH  IS   TKX  TOIL  OF  TJtIFLING  CARF.s! 


TO  THE  RAMBLER. 

ou  have  allowed  a  place  in  vour 
per  to  Euphelia*$  letters  from 
itry,  and  appear  to  think  no 
human  life  unworthy  of  your 
■^  I  have  relblvcd,  after  mmy 
.  with  idlenefs  and  diffidence, 
ou  fomc  account  of  nw  cntt  r- 
:  in  this  Ibbcr  feafon  of  univ^rr- 
it,  and  to  dcfcribe  to  you  the 
MTDtv  of  thofc  who  look  with 
t  on  the  pleafure^  and  divcr- 
polite  life,  and  employ  all  their 
jf  cenfure  and  invcaive  upon 
Fnefs,  vanity,  and  folly,  of  drcfs, 
id  converfation. 

a  tirc(bme  and  vexatious  journey 
tvfc  had  brought  me  to  the  houfe, 
:tation,  regularly  lent  for  iL-ven 
ether,  had  at  laft  induced  me  to 
ummer,  I  was  furpriied,  after 
ies  of  my  iirft  reception,  to  hnd, 
f  the  leifui'e  and  tranquillity 
iiral  life  always  prom ifes,  and, 
>adu£led,  might  always  atford, 
\\  wildncfs  of  care,  and  a  tu- 
i  hurry  of  diligence,  by  which 


Elphinstok. 

every  face  was  clouded,  anil  ei'cr)- motion 
agitated.  The  old  lady,  who  v^'as  my 
father's  relation,  was,  mdcred,  vcr\'  full 
of  the  h'ippinefs  whi(  h  llic  received  from 
my  viiit,  and,  according  to  the  fonns  of 
ohfokte  breeding,  infiltcd  that  I  (hould 
recor.ipcncc  thr  lonp,  d^lay  of  my  com- 
pany with  ajLiiC/jnii'c  not  to  leave  her 
tin  winter.  But,  ainidft  all  her  kind* 
ncis  and  carcfics,  (lie  very  fi-cquently 
turned  her  hc.ul  alidc,  and  whilpcrca, 
with  anxious  eamcltntni,  Ionic  order  to 
her  daughters,  which  never  failed  to 
fend  ih  \\\  out  wiih  unpolite  precipita- 
tion. Somctimts  lur  Impitience would 
mt  lufFerhcrto  !tay  bcr.in'Jj  flie  bvg^ed 
my  pardon,  fhe  rnuft  Icavj  nic  tor  a  mo- 
mewL}  fhe  wriit,  and  rctumnl  and  (at 
dovr.  again,  :>u:  wa-J  a«;.»in  dilhirbcd  by 
forr.c  new  care,  difmilkd  !icr  daughter? 
with  tr.e  fame  t'Tpldution,  and  followed 
them  with  th-j  limie  countenance  of  bufi- 
nefs  anil  iblicit-iJ/j. 

Howev'.*r  I  w:-.>;  al.irmcd  at  tin's  (hew 
of  ea^-c:isdi  ar.d  diliurl.ance,  and  liow* 
ever  my  curioilty  w.is  excited  by  luch 
bujy  pifpaiaiions  w^  wmwAw  j^toinifcd 
feint  gr^at  c\ent,  i  was  yet  too  much  x 
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ftranger  to  gratify  rayfclf  with  enquiries  j 
butfinding  none  of  the  family  in  mourn- 
ing, I  plcafed  myfclf  w\xl\  iinaginintr 
chat  I  ihould  imther  fee  a  wedding  tlian 
a  funeral. 

At  hft  we  fat  down  to  fupner,  when 
I  was  informed  that  one  of  the  young 
Lidies,  after  whom  I  thoujcUt  myfclf 
obliged  to  enquire,  was  under  a  ncceffity 
of  attending  ibmc  aft*;iir  thnt  could  not 
Lc  ncgle£\ed :  ibon  afierward  my  rtiailon 
Wgan  to  talk  of  the  rL-gulaiity  of  her 
family,  and  the  inconvenience  of  Lon- 
licn  hoursj  and  at  h\\  k:  nvc  know  that 
they  hail  propofcd  that  night  t»«  go  to 
lifd  fooner  than  was  ulii:il,  hecaiifc  they 
were  to  rife  early  in  the  morning  to  n\ake 
checfccakes.  This  hint  fcnt  mc  to  my 
chamber,  to  which  I  was  accompanied 
by  all  the  ladies,  who  bcgfxed  me  to  ex- 
cufe  fome  large  ficvesof  leaves  and  flow- 
ers that  covered  two  thli^ls  i,f  tlu"  floor, 
for  they  intended  to  diitii  t!n.:n  when 
they  were  dry,  ami  they  had  no  other 
room  that  fo  conveniently  received  the 
rifing  fun. 

The  fccnt  of  the  plants  hlndei-ed  me 
from  reft,  and  therefoi'e  1  role  early  in 
the  morning  with  a  refolntlon  to  L-ripli.ic 
my  new  hnbitation.  1  llclc.  ur. perceived 
by  my  hufy  coufins  into  the  garden, 
where  I  faund  nothing  either  more  great 
or  elegant,  than  in  the  fame  number  of 
acres  cultivated  for  the  miuktt.  Of  tiic 
gardener,  I  loon  Icained  that  his  l:i<ly 
was  the  greatcti  manager  in  that  part  of 
the  country,  and  that  1  wa*;  come  hitlicr 
at  the  time  in  which  I  niijjjiu  karn  to 
make  more  pickles  and  conicrvesi,  than 
could  be  lecn  at  any  other  houle  a  hun- 
died  miles  round. 

It  was  not  long  before  her  ladylhip 
cave  me  fuflicicnt  opportunities  of  know- 
ing her  tharafttr,  tor  fne  whs  too  much 
pleafed  with  her  own  accomplilhmf  nts 
to  conceai  them;  and  tookoccufion,  from 
fome  Iweeimiuts  which  ihe  let  next  day 
upon  the  table,  to  difcourfe  for  two  long 
liours  upon  robs  andgellies;  laid  down 
the  bed  methods  of  conferving,  refei-v- 
ing,  and  picferving  all  forts  of  fruit  i 
t'id  us  v/iih  gaat  contempt  of  the  Lon- 
don lady  in  the  neighbourhood,  by  whom 
til*. ft  terms  were  very  ofun  confounded  j 
and  hinted  how  much  Ihe  (liould  be  a- 
(hamed  to  fet  before  company,  at  her  own 
houfe,  fweet meats  of  lo  d:iik  a  colour 
^sihe  had  ofien  feeu  at  Millicfs  Spright- 
lys. 

It  i5|  indeed,  the  great  buSnefs  of  ber 


life,  to  watch  the  Ikillct  on  the  fire,  t9 
fee  it  fniimer  with  the  due  degree  of  heat, 
and  to  fnatch  it  off  at  the  moment  of  pro- 
jeftionj  and  the  emplo}'mcnts  to  which 
[he  has  bred  her  daughters,  are  to  turn 
rofc-k-aves  in  the  Ihade,  to  pick  out  the 
feeds  of  currants  with  aqudi,  to  gather 
fmi'  without  bruifing  it,  and  to  cxtracl 
be^.m- flower  water  for  the  (kin.  Such 
are  the  taflcs  with  which  cveiy  day,  fiace 
I  came  hither,  has  begun  and  ended,  to 
wliich  the  early  hours  of  life  are  facri- 
ficcd,  and  in  which  that  time  is  paflinj 
away  which  ncvtr  Ihall  return. 

But  to  rcafon  or  ex|x>llulate,  are  hope-  . 
lefs  attempts.  The  lady  has  fettled  nei- 
opinions,  and  maintains  the  dignity  of 
her  own  performancirs  with  all  the  nmi- 
nefs  of  Itupidity  accuftomed  to  be  flat- 
tered. Her  daughters  having  never  fcen 
any  houfe  but  their  own,  believe  their 
motlier's  excellence  on  her  own  word. 
lli.r  luin).iiul  is  a  mere  fpoitfman,  who 
i>  pKi'.fed  to  lee  his  table  well  furnifticd, 
and  thinks  the  ilay  fufficicntly  .'"'iccefsful, 
in  which  Iv/  brings  home  alcath  of  hares 
to  by  potte<l  by  his  wife. 

After  a  f,.\v  dtys  I  pretended  to  want 
books,  bu:  my  lady  foon  told  me  that 
none  of  Kir  books  would  fuit  my  tafte; 
for  her  part,  lli:;  never  loved  to  lee  voung 
women  give  th^ir  minds  to  fuch  follies, 
l»y  which  they  would  only  learn  to  uft 
hiird  v/onls  i  Ihe  brsd  up  her  daughters 
to  undeilhind  a  houfe,  and  whoever 
fliould  marry  diem,  if  they  knew  any 
thin^-  c{  goc'.d  cookciy,  would  never  re- 
]>cnt  it. 

There  are,  however,  fome  things  in  the 
culinary  fclcnces  loo  fublime  for  youth- 
ful intelleJs;  my lleries  into  which  they 
nuilt  not  be  initiated  till  the  years  of 
lliious  maturity,  and  which  are  referred 
to  the  day  of  marriage,  as  the  fupreme 
qualificntion  for  connubial  life.  She 
makes  an  oi-angc  pudding,  which  is  the 
(..nvy  of  all  tlie  neighbourhood,  and  which 
Ihc  has  hitherto  found  means  of  mixing 
and  baking  with  fecrecy,  that  the  ingit- 
dient  to  wh'ch  it  owes  it's  flavour  nas 
never  been  dilcovered.  She,  iniecdt 
conducts  this  great  atfair  witfi  all  the 
caution  rhai  human  policy  can  luggcA. 
It  is  nt-vtr  known  before-hand  when 
this  pudding  will  be  produced  j  ihc  takes 
the  ingredients  privately  into  her  own 
clofct,  employs  her  maids  and  daughters 
in  diHcrcnt  parts  of  the  houle,  oixlers 
the  oven  to  be  heated  for  a  pie,  and  places 
ih'j  pudding  in  it  with  her  cwu  lunds, 
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fi  of  the  oven  Is  then  ftopped, 
jquirics  are  vain. 
mipolition>)f  the  pudding  (he 
ever,  promiicd  Chrlnda,  that 
;afcs  her  in  marriage,  fhe  fiiall 
ithoiit  referve.  But  the  ait  of 
".njjlKh  capers  (he  has  not  yet 
1  herlelf  to  difcover;  but  feems 
that  fecret  fliall  periih  with  her, 
ilchymills  have  obftinately  fup- 
\t  art  of  ti-anfmutinp  metals. 
•  ventured  to  lay  my  fin§|[er.s  on 
of  i-eceipts,  which  me  left  upon 
,  having  intelligence  that  a  vcf- 
30fcberry-wine  had  burft  the 
But  thoufijh  the  importance  of 
:  fufficicntly  cngroflTed  her  care, 
It  any  recolleftion  of  the  danger 
I  her  fecrets  were  expofcd,  I 
able  to  make  ufe  of  the  golden 
;;  for  this  treafure  of  hereditary 
ge  was  fo  well  concealed  by  the 
of  fpclling  ufcd  by  her  grand - 
her  mother,  and  herfclf,  that  I 
lly  unable  to  undcrihmd  it,  and 
opportunity  of  confulting  the 
'or  want  of  knowing  the  lan- 
1  which  it's  anfwcrs  were  re- 

indeed,  neceflar)',  if  I  have  any 
0  her  ladyfhip's  eftecm,  that  I 
^jply  myfelf  to  fomc  of  thefe 
:al  accompliihments;  for  I  ovcr- 
r,  two  days  ago,  warning  her 
•s,  by  my  mournful  example, 
legii^nce  of  pallry,  and  i?no- 
;ai  vmg :  *  For  you  faw,'  faidihe, 
'ith  all  her  nretenfions  to  know- 

fhe  tumea  the  partridge  the 

way  when  fhe  attempted  to  cut 

,  I  believe,  fcarcely  knows  the 

ice  between  parte  raifcd,  and 

ladifh.' 

reafon,  Mr.  Rambler,  why  I 

i  Lady  Buftlc's  charaf^  before 

dcfirc  to  be  informed  whether, 
opinion,  it  is  worthy  of  imita- 

whethcr  I  (hall  throw  av«hiy  the 
hicli  I  have  hidierto  thought  it 

to  read,  for  7be  Ladfs  CUfet 

The  Compifte  Servant  Maid, 
Cottrf  Cookt  and  refign  all  cu- 
ter right  and  wrong,  for  the  art 


of  fcalding  damafcencs  without  burftinjir 
them,  and  preferving  the  whitenefs  of 
pickled  mumrooms. 

Lady  Buftle  has,  indeed,  by  this  in- 
ccfTant  application  to  fruits  and  flowers^ 
contra^ed  her  cares  into  a  narrow  fpacc, 
and  fet  herfelf  free  from  many  perplexi- 
ties with  which  other  minds  are  diihirb* 
ed.  She  has  no  curiofity  after  the  events 
of  a  war,  or  the  fate  of  heroes  in  dif- 
trefs;  (he  can  hear,  without  the  leaft 
emotion,  the  ravage  of  a  fire,  or  devaf- 
tations  of  a  ftorm  j  her  neighbours  grow 
rich  or  poor,  come  into  the  world  or  go 
out  of  it,  without  regard,  'While  (lie  is 
prefTmg  the  gelly-bag,  or  airing  the 
lto!-e-room;  but  1  cannot  perceive  that 
(lie  is  more  free  from  difquiets  than  thole 
whofe  under^andings  take  a  wider 
ranee.  Her  marigolds,  when  thev  are  al- 
moft  cured,  are  often  fcattered  by  the 
wind,  and  the  rain  fometimes  falls  upon 
fruit  when  it  ought  to  be  gatliered  dry. 
While  her  artificial  wines  are  ferment- 
ing, her  whole  life  is  reftl&(rnefs  and 
anxiety.  Her  fweetinents  are  not  al- 
ways bright;  and  the  maid  fometimes 
forgets  the  juft  proportions  of  fait  and 

Gpper,  when  veni(on  is  to  be  baked. 
er  con(crves  mould,  her  wines  four, 
and  pickles  mother;  and,  like  all  the 
reft  of  mankind,  (he  is  every  day  mor- 
tified with  the.  defeat  of  her  fchcmes,' 
and  the  difappointment  of  her  hopes. 

With  regard  to  vice  and  virtue  (he 
ieems  a  kind  of  neutral  being.  She  has 
no  crime  but  luxury,  nor  any  virtue  but 
chaftity;  (he  has  no  defire  to  be  praifed 
but  for  her  cooker^r,  nor  wi(hcs  any  ill 
to  the  reft  of  mankind,  but  that  when- 
ever they  afpire  to  a  feaft,  their  cu(bj-ds 
may  be  wheyi(hy  and  their  pie-cruits 
tough. 

I  am  now  very  impatient  to  know 
whether  I  am  to  look  on  thefe  ladies  as 
the  great  patterns  of  our  (ex,  and  to 
coniMer  conferves  and  pickles  as  tkc 
bufinefs  of  my  life;  whetlier  the  cenfures 
which  I  now  fu(rer  be  juft;  and  whether 
the  brewers  of  wines,  and  the  diftillers 
of  wa(hes,  have  a  right  to  look  with  tn- 
folence  on  die  weaknefs  of 
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-<iU0TlE8  FLENTI  THESEIUS    RZKOS 


SI8TB  MODUM,    DIXIT,  KZQVE    ENIM  FOKTuKA    <^UERENDA 
SOLA  TUA  KST>    similes  ALIOKUM  RESFICX    CASUS, 
MITIU5  ISTA  FERES.  ^ 

Ovid* 

HOW  OPT  in  YAIN  THE  SON  OF  THESEUS  SAID, 
THE  STORMY  SORROWS  BE  WITH   FATIEKEC  LAID: 
MOR   AKE  THY  FORTUNES   TO  BE   WEPT  ALONE) 
WEIGH  OTHERS  WOES,    AND  LEARN   TO  BEAR'  THY  OWN, 


AMONG  the  various  methods  of 
confolatlon,  to  which  the  mifcries 
infeparable  from  our  prcfent  ftatc  have 
given  occafion,  it  has  been,  as  I  have 
already  remarked,  recommended  by  fomc 
writers  to  put  the  fufFerer  in  nund  of 
heavier  prcrfures,  and  rndtc  excniciating 
calamities,  than  thofe  of  which  he  has 
himfelf  rcafon  to  complain. 

This  has,  in  all  ages,  been  dircfVcd  • 
and  praftifed  j  and,  m  confonnity  to 
this  cuftom,  Lipfius,  the  great  modern 
snafter  of  the  Stoick  philofophy,  has  in 
his  celebi-ated  trcatilc  on  Jfeadinefs  of 
mtndf  endeavoured  to  fortify  the  brcaft 
againft  too  much  fcnfibility  of  misfor- 
tune, by  enumerating  the  evils  which 
have  in  former  ages  fallen  upon  the 
'world,  the  devafhition  of  wide-extended 
r^ons,  the  (ack  of  cities,  and  mafTacre 
01  nations.  And  the  common  voice  of 
the  multitude  uninftru6ted  by  precept, 
and  unprejudiced  by  authority,  which, 
in  quenions  that  relate  to  the  heart  of 
man,  is,  in  my  opinion,  more  decifive 
than  the  learning  of  Lipfius,  fecms  to 
juftify  the  efficacy  of  this  procetlure;  for 
one  of  the  fir  ft  comforts  which  one 
neighbour  adminifters  to  another,  is  a 
relation  of  the  like  infelicity,  combined 
with  circumftances  of  greater  bittemcfs. 

But  this  medicine  of  the  iiund  is  like 
many  remedies  applied  to  the  body,  of 
which,  though  we  fee  the  effc^ls,  we  are 
unacquaint^  with  the  manner  of  opera- 
tion, and  of  which,  therefore,  fome,  who 
are  unwilling  to  fuppofe  any  thing  out 
of  the  reach  of  their  own  fagacity,  have 
been  inclined  to  doubt  whether  they 
have  really  thofe  virtues  for  which  they 
arc  celebrated,  and  whether  their  repu- 
tation is  not  the  mere  gift  of  fancy,  pre- 
judice, and  credulity. 

Confolation,  or  comfort,  arc  words 
which,  in  their  projper  acceptation,  iig- 
nify  Ibme  allcriation  of  that  pain  t9 


Ca 

which  it  is  not  in  our  power  t< 
proper  and  adequate  remedy 
ply  rather  an  augmentation  o 
er  of  bearing,  than  a  dimini: 
buithcn.  A  prifoner  is  relics 
that  fcts  him  at  liberty,  bi 
comfort  from  fuch  as  fuegeil 
tions  by  which  he  is  made  pai 
the  inconvenience  of  confinen 
that  grief  which  arifes  from  a 
he  only  brings  the  true  ren 
makes  his  friend's  condition 
before;  but  he  may  he  prope 
a  comforter,  who  by  perfuafi 
atcs  the  pain  of  poverty,  anc 
the  ftylc  of  Heliod,  that  be 
tbdLfi  tke  ivhole. 

It  is,  perhaps,  net  immcc 
vious,  how  it  can  lull  the  i 
misfortune,  or  appeafe  the  1 
of  anguifh,  to  hear  that  other 
mifcrable;  others,  j^rhaps,  ur 
wholly  inditfcTcnt,  wbote  pro/| 
no  envy,  and  whofe  fall  can 
rcfentment.  Some  topicks  c 
arifing,  like  that  which  gav< 
I'pirit  to  the  captive  of  Sefol 
the  perpetual  viciflitiides  of 
mutability  of  human  aftairs,  n 
j)crly  raife  the  dcjc^^e^l  as  1 
proud,  and  have  an  immediat 
to  exhilarate  and  revive.  Bi 
it  avail  the  man  who  languil 
gloom  of  forrow,  without  p 
emerging  into  the  funfhine  of 
nefs,  to  hear  that  others  arc 
deeper  in  the  dungeon  of  rviSi 
led  with  heavier  chains,  and 
ed  with  darker  dcfpcration? 

The  folace  arifing  from  thi 
ation  feems  indeed  the  wea 
others,  and  is  perhaps  never  p 
plied,  but  in  cafes  where  tl 
place  for  reflexions  of  more : 
pleafin^  efficacy.  But  even 
calamities  life  i%  by  no  meBi 
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Ills  incurable,  3 thoufand  loflcs 
tic,  a  thouranddilHculties  infur- 
Ic,  art  known,  or  will  be  known, 
;  fons  of  men .  Native  deformity 
e  reftified,  a  dead  friend  ciinnot 
nd  the  hours  of  youth  trifled 
"oily,  or  lolt  in  fickncfs,  cannot 
jd. 

the  opprc/Tion  of  fuch  melan- 
has  been  found  ufcful  to  take 
of  the  woi  Id,  to  contemplate 
us  fcencs  of  dillrcfs  in  which 
arc  ftrnggling  round  us,  and 
ourftlvcs  with  ihc  tcrrihiUs  "jifii 
he  various  ihapes  of  nufcry, 
ikc  havock  of  ttrrefti'ial  happi- 
;?  all  corners  almolt  without  rc- 
umpli:  down  our  hopes  at  ilie 
iar\*eft,  and  when  wt  liave  built 
ijs  to  liie  top,  ruin  thjir  foun- 

•ft  efFcA  of  tills  meditation  is, 
rniJhes  a  new  employment  for 
,  and  cnr;ai^es  the  palFions  on 
bjc»5ls ;  as  kings  have  ibmetimes 
imfclves  from  a  fu!)jecl  too 
tO  be  governed  and  too  powtr- 
cru filed,  by  polling  him  in  a 
ovincc,  till  h.is  popularity  has 
or  his  pride  been  reprelled. 
ntion  is  aiflijiated  by  variety, 
more  weakly  upon  any  Tingle 
lit  torrent  may  be  drawn  off  to 
hannfk,  which,  pouring  down 
ijcltd  body,  caunot  \yc  refilltxL 
:es  of  comfort  ir.,  theicfore,  un- 
:i  fevere  paroxyiins  of  corpo- 
whcn  the  mind  is  evury  inilant 
k  to  milejy,  and  in  the  Hrft 
iny  fudden  evilj  but  will  cer- 
of  ufe  againil  encroaching 
Iv,  and  a  fettled  hahltof  gioo- 

rther  advantageous,  as  it  fup- 
rith  oppoitun:tics  of  making 
ns  in  our  own  favour.  We 
\  very  little  of  the  pain,  or 
which  docs  not  begin  and  end 
fcs,  is  otherwife  than  ivlativcj 
:h  or  poor,  great  or  little,  in 
1  to  the  number  that  excel  us,  or 
thus,  in  any  of  thcfcrefpcdU; 
fore,  a  man  whole  uneafincfs 
1  reflexion  on  any  misfortune 
r$  him  bcJow  thole  with  whom 
ce  equal,  is  comforted  by  fiaJ- 
c  is  not  yet  lowett. 
5  axiotlicr  l:iiid  of  comparifon, 

g;  towards  the  vice  of  envy, 
uftratcd  by  mold  {»C'et,w}ioVe 


fyftem  will  not  afford  man^  reaibnablt 
motives  to  content.  *  It  is,'  fays  he, 
<  pleafmg  to  look  from  fhore  upon  the 

*  tumults  of  a  ttorm,  and  to  fee  a  fhip 

*  ftruggling  with  the  billowsj  it  is  pleal- 

*  ing,  not  becaufe  the  pain  of  another 

*  can  give  us  delight,  but  becaufe  we 

*  have  a  ftronger  imprcflionof  the  hap- 

*  pinefs  of  fatety.'  Thus,  when  we 
look  abroad,  and  behold  the  multi* 
tudes  that  are  groaning  under  evils  hea- 
vier than  thofc  which  we  have  experi- 
enced, we  flirink  back  to  our  own  Icate, 
and,  inftead  of  repining  that  fo  much 
muft  be  felt,  learn  to  rejoice  that  wchai« 
not  more  to  feel. 

By  this  obfcrvation  of  the  miferies  of 
others,  foriituJe  is  ftrcngthcned,  ani 
the  mind  broi;*:ht  to  a  more  cxtcnfive 
knowledge  of  her  own  powers.  As  the 
heroes  of  a£lion  catch  tlic  flame  from  one 
another,  fo  tliey  to  whom  Providence  has 
allotted  the  harder  talk  of  fullering  with 
calmnefs  and  dignity,  may  animate  them  - 
felves  by  the  remcmbi-ahcc  of  thofc  eviU 
which  hav<-  been  laid  on  others,  peiliaps 
naturally  as  weak  as  themfelves,  and 
bear  up  with  vigour  and  rcfolution  a- 
gainll  their  own  oppreflions,  when  they 
fee  it  {>ofllbIc  that  more  fevere  affli6lion& 
may  be  borne. 

There  is  iHU  another  reaibn  why,  to 
many  minds,  the  relation  of  other  men's 
infchcity  may  give  a  lafting  and  conti- 
nual relief.  Some,  not  well  imlru6lcd 
in  the  meafures  by  which  Providence  dif- 
tributcs  happineis,  arc  perhaps  miflsd  b^ 
divines,  who,  as  Bellarmine  makes  tem- 
poral profperitv  one  of  the  character* 
of  the  true  church,  have  rcprcfcntcJ 
wealth  and  eafe  as  tlie  certain  conco- 
mitants of  virtue,  and  the  unfaiUng  re- 
fult  of  the  Divine  approbation.  Such 
fufferers  ai*edejc6led  in  their  misfortuneSt 
not  lb  much  for  what  ilicy  feci,  as  £br 
what  they  dread;  not  becaufe  they,  can ^ 
not  fupport  the  forrows,  or  endure  tlic 
wants,  of  their  pielent  condition,  but 
becauic  they  conlider  them  as  only  the 
beginnings  of  muie  iharp  and  more  laft- 
ing  p:iins.  To  thefc  mourners  it  is  an 
a^  of  the  high«ill  chaiity  to  rcprclcnt 
the  calamities  which  not  only  virtue  has 
fulFcrcd,  but  vinuc  has  incurrevlj  to  in- 
form thtmthatoncevide::Cw'cf  a  future 
ftaLc  is  the  uiiccituiuiy  of  aiiy  prcftntrc- 
v/ard  for  •^'>^)dnc^s  j  ajid  to  i\iiniud  ihejn, 
from  the  highcll  aullwrlry,  of  tin:  dil- 
t:eflc%  and  penury  of  men  cf  iiLbzm  tie 
iverU  liiis  uot  -ivorthj. 
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EncRAM.  Vet^. 

KVSBAND  THY  FOStSSSlONS. 


Til  £  R  £  is  (carcely  among  the  evils 
of  human  life,  any  fo  gcnci-ally 
dreaded  as  Poverty.  Every  other  fjx?- 
ciet  of  mifery,  thofc,  who  aic  not  much 
accuftomed  to  difturb  the  prefent  mo- 
ment with  reflection,  can  cafily  forpct, 
becaufc  it  is  not  always  forced  upon  their 
regard:  but  it  is  impofCble  to  pafs  a  day 
or  an  hour  ia  the  eonfluiccs  of  men,  with- 
out feeing  how  much  indigence  is  ex- 
pofcd  to  contumely,  negle£b,  and  infult; 
and,  in  it's  loweft  ftate,  to  hunger  and 
nakedncfsj  to  injuries  againft  which  cre- 
ry  pailion  is  in  arms,  and  to  wants  which 
nature  cannot  futlain. 

Againft  other  evils  the  heart  is  often 
Idrdencd  by  tnie  or  by  falfc  notions  of 
dignity  and  reputation:  tlius  we  fee  dan- 
gers of  every  kind  faced  with  willing- 
ncfs,  becaufe  bravery  in  a  good  or  bad 
caufe  is  neverwithout  ^"8  cncomiails  and 
admirers.  But  in  the  profpcft  of  jx)- 
▼erty  there  is  nothing  but  gloom  and 
melancholy;  the  mind  and  bo<ly  fuffer 
togcthe:-;  it's  miferies  bring  no  allevia- 
tions; it  is  a  ftate  in  which  every  virtue 
Is  obfcured,  and  in  which  no  condiiH 
can  avoid  reproach:  a  ftate  in  which 
cheerfvlnefs  is  infenfibility,  and  dejec- 
tion fuHcnnefs,  of  which  the  hardfliips 
are  without  honour,  and  the  labours 
without  reward. 

Of  thefe  calamities  thera  feems  not  to 
be  wanting  a  general  convi^^ion;  we 
hear  on  every  fide  the  noifc  of  trade,  and 
fee  the  ftreets  thronged  with  i»umlx:rlef8 
multitudes,  whole  faces  aix- clouded  with 
anxietj',  and  whofe  ftcps  are  hurried  liy 
pi-ccijnlallon,  from  nootlicr  motive  thnn 
the  hope  of  gain ;  and  the  whole  world 
is  put  in  motion  by  the  defire  of  tl-.at 
wealth,  which  is  chiefly  to  be  valued  as 
it  fecures  us  from  poverty;  for  it  is  more 
ufcful  for  defence  than  acquifition,  and 
is  not  fo  much  able  to  procure  good  as 
to  exclude  e\'it. 

Yet  there  are  always  fome  whcfc  naf- 
fions  or  follies  lead  them  to  a  condufl 
of^pofitc  to  the  general  maxims  and  prac- 
ticeof  rariukind;  fome  who  fcem  to  rufli 
c^x)n  povciiy  with  the  fame  cagcmefs 


with  which  others  avoid  it  j  who  fee  tlicir 
revenues  hourly  Icflcned,  and  the  cftaics 
which  they  inherit  frcm  their  anceftori 
mouldering  away,  without  refulutionto 
change  their  courfe  of  life  j  who  peiie- 
vcre  againft  all  remonftrances,  and  g9 
forward  with  full  career,  though  thty 
fee  before  them  the  precipice  of  deftnic- 
tion. 

IL  is  not  my  purpofe,  in  this  piper, 
to  ex  port  ul  ate  with  fuch  as  ruin  ineir 
fortunes  by  exptnfive  fchemcs  of  build, 
ings  and  gardens,  vi-hich  they  carry  on 
with  the  lame  vanity  that  prompted  them 
to  bogin;  chufing,  as  it  hapjKns  in  t 
thoiibnd  othtr  cafes,  the  remote  evil  be- 
fore the  lighter,  and  deferring  tlic  fliarae 
of  repentance  till  they  incur  3ie  miferies 
of  diftrefs.  l^hofc  for  whom  I  intend 
my  prefeDt  admonitions,  ai-c  the  thought- 
le is,  the  negligent,  and  the  difl())  utc ;  who 
having,  by  the  vicioulhefs  of  their  own 
inclinations,  or  the  feducemcnts  of  allur* 
ing  companions,  been  engaged  in  habits 
of  expence,  and  accuftomed  to  move  in 
a  certain  round  of  plcafurcs  difpropor- 
tioncd  to  tlicir  condition,  ai-c  without 
power  to  extricate  themfclves  from  the 
mchantments  of  cuftoni,  avoid  thought 
bccaufe  they  know  it  will  be  paintuly 
and  continue  from  day  to  day,  ami  horn 
month  to  month,  to  anticipate  tlicir  re- 
venues, and  link  every  hour  deeper  into 
thegulphs  of  ufurv  and  extortion. 

This  folly  has  Iffs  claim  to  pity,  bc- 
caufe it  cannot  be  imputed  to  ihe  vclie- 
mence  of  fudden  palGon ;  nor  can  tht 
mifchief  which  it  produces  be  extenuat- 
ed as  the  eflect  of  any  Lngle  aft,  which 
rage  or  dcfirc  might  execute  btforc  there 
could  be  time  for  an  appeal  to  reafbn. 
Thcfe  jren  are  advancing  townids  mi- 
fery  by  ibft  approaches,  and  dc(tro)ing 
themlelves,  not  by  the  violence  of  a 
blow,  which,  when  once  given,  can  n^ 
ver  be  recalled,  but  by  a  flow  poifbn» 
hourly  repeated^  and  obftlnately  conti- 
nued. 

This  conduct  is  fo  abfurd  when  it  it 
examined  by  the  unprejudiced  eye  of  n» 
tkmai  judgnoent,  tUt  Eoihing  tvt  cxper 

nuiGt 
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T^enre  could  evince  if  s  pofTihlHty;  yet, 
aSr.md  as  it  is,  the  fudden  fall  oV  fomc 
families,  and  the  fuUdcn  rife  of  others^ 
prove  it  to  be  common;  and  every  year 
ices  many  wretches  reduced  to  contempt 
and  want  by  their  cottly  facrificcstoplca- 
fure  and  vanity. 

It  is  the  fate  of  nimoft  every  paflion, 
wh:n  It  has  palfcd  the  bounds  which  na- 
ture prclcribcs,  to  counteraft  it's  ovm 
[H-Tpoic.  Too  much  ra?e  hindeis  the 
warrior  from  cinnimfpcftion,  too  much 
Mgemcfs  of  profit  hurts  the  credit  of 
tilt  trader,  too  much  ardour  tikes  awav 
from  th.^  lover  that  eafmefs  of  addrefe 
wirh  which  latins  arc  dtUghtcd.  Thus 
extravagance,  though  diftated  by  va- 
rity,  and  incited  by  voluptuoufnete,  fcl- 
dom  procures  ultimately  cither  applauie 
cr  pleafure. 

If  praifc  be  juftly  eftimated  by  the  cha- 
racter of  thofe  from  whom  it  is  received, 
little  fatisfaftion  will  be  given  to  the 
fpendthrift  by  the  encomiums  which  he 
purchafes.  For  who  arc  tliey  that  ani- 
mate him  in  his  pursuits,  but  young 
men,  thoughtlL-fs  and  abandoned  like 
hiinfelf  s  unacquainted  with  all  on  which 
the  wifdom  of  nations  has  impreflTed  the 
ftamp  of  excellence,  and  devoid  alike  of 
kiiowledge  and  of  virtue  ?  By  whom  is 
Ki<  profufion  praifed,  but  by  wretches 
who  confidcr  him  as  fubfervient  to  their 
purpofcs,  Sirens  that  entice  him  to  (hip- 
wreck,  and  Cyclops  that  are  gaping  to 
devour  hira  ? 

Every  man  whofe  knowledge,  or whofe 
virtue,  can  give  value  to  his  opmion,  looks 
vn'th  fcom,  or  pity,  neither  of  which  can 
aTord  much  gratification  to  pride,  on 
h'.m  whom  the  panders  of  luxury  have 
drawn  into  the  circle  of  their  influence  $ 
and  whom  he  fees  parcelled  out  among 
tlie different  minifters  of  folly,  and  about 
to  be  torn  to  pieces  by  taylors  and  jockies, 
vintners  and  attomies,  who  atonce  rob  and 
ridicu]ehim,and  whoarefecretlytriumph- 
ii^  over  his  weaknefs,  when  they  prcf'cnt 
new  incitements  to  his  appctite,andhcigh- 
ten  his  defires  by  counterfeitetlapplaulc. 
Snch  it  the  praife  that  is  purchafed  by 
pnxli^Ity.  £ven  when  it  is  yet  not 
difooTered  to  be  falfe,  it  is  the  praifc  only 
of  dwfc  whom  it  is  reproachful  to  pleafe, 
ud  wkofr  (incerity  is  corrupted  by  their 
iatereft )  men  who  li  ve  by  the  riots  which 
theyeiKOiiragevand  who  know  thatwhen-r 
ever  their  pupil  grows  wife,  they  Aiall 
kfttkir.  power.    Yet  with  fufb  flat- 


tcrits,  if  thpy  roi'M  l:i(l,  might  the  crav- 
ings of  vanity,  which  is  feldom  ver\'  de- 
licate, be  fatisficd;  but  the  time  is  al- 
ways hailening  forward  when  this  tri- 
umph, poor  as  it  is,  (hall  vanifh,  and 
when  thofe  who  now  furround  them  with 
obfequioufnefs  and  compliments,  fivJii 
among  his  cqiilpcigc,  and  animate  his 
riots,  (hill  turn  upon  him  with  infolence, 
and  reproach  him  with  the  vices  promoted 
by  thcmfelves. 

And  as  little  prctenfionshas  the  man 
who  fquanders  nis  ellate  by  vain  or  vi- 
cious expcnccs,  to  greater  dcgi'ccs  of 
plealure  than  are  obtfiineil  by  others. 
To  make  any  hippincfa  fincei?,  it  is 
mccflary  that  we  believe  it  to  be  lalting ; 
llnce  whatever  we  fuppcii  ourfelves  in 
danger  of  lo!:ig,  mule  be  tnjoye*!  with 
folirltiuic  and  uneaun.?!*;  and  the  more 
value  we  fct  upon  it,  the  more  mult  the 
pre  Ant  pofieHion  bo  imbittcrcd.  How 
can  he  then  W  cuvied  for  his  felicity, 
who  knov>rs  that  it's  continuance  cannot 
be  cxpeftcd,  and  who  15  conicious  dut 
a  very  (hort  tims  will  j^ive  him  up  to  the 
gripe  of  povcriv,  which  will  be  hardirr 
to  be  borne,  as  lie  has  given  way  to  more 
excefles,  wantoned  in  greater  abundance, 
and  indulged  his  appetites  with  more  pro- 
fu fends  ? 

It  appears  evident  that  frugality  is  ne- 
ceffary  even  to  complete  the  plcafure  of 
expence;  for  it  mny  \'»z  'Tencrallyi  ei  larkcd 
of  thofe  who  ftjMajid-;-  v^h?.t  they  know 
their  fortime  rot  lufiicicnt  to  allow,  that 
in  their  moil  jovial  cxotnce  iherc  always 
breaks  out  fome  proof^  of  di  Icon  tent  and 
impatience;  th-.v  either  Icattcr  with  a 
kind  of  wild  deiptiation,  and  affefted 
lavidincfs,  as  crinilnJs  brave  the  gal- 
lo^^■s  v/hcn  thev  cannot  cic.ipe  it,  or  pay 
their  money  v.iih  ;i  pctviib  anxiety,  and 
endeavour  at  once  to  i'prnd  idly,  and  to 
fave  meanly :  having  neither  firmnefs  to 
deny  their  pafTions,  nor  courage  to  gra- 
tify them,  thjy  munmir  at  their  own 
enjoyments,  :'.nd  '^xjifon  the  bowl  of  plea- 
fure  by  reflexion  on  the  colt. 

Among  ihelif  men  there  is  often  the 
vociferation  of  men  iment,  but  vciy  fv-l- 
dom  the  tranquillity  of  checrfulnel's  ; 
they  inflame  their  imaginations  to  a  kind 
of  momentary  jollity,  by  the  help  of  wine 
and  riot,  and  confider  it  as  the  firft  bu- 
(inefs  of  tlvc  night  to  llupify  recoUeftlon, 
and  lay  that  reaibn  aflcep  wliich  difturbs 
their  gaiety,  and  calls  upon  them  tu  re- 
treat from  ruin. 
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But  this  poor  broken  ratisfaf^ion  is 
of  fhort  continuance,  and  muft  be  ex* 
piated  by  a  long  feries  of  mifery  and 
regpret.  In  a  (hort  time  the  creditor 
grow9  impatient)  the  lafl  acre  is  fold, 
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the  paflions  and  appetites  (HII 
their  tyranny,  with  inceflTant 
their  ufual  gratifications,  and 
mainder  of  life  paflcs  away  in 
pcntance,  or  impotent  defire. 
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Hot* 


DAT  PRZStXS  ON  THE  HEELS  OF  DAY, 
AND  MOOK8  INCRXASZ  TO  THEIR  DECAY} 
BUT  YOU,    WITH  THOVGHTLZSS  PRIDE  ELATK> 
VKCONSCIOUt  OF  IMPENDING  rATBy 

command  the  pillared  dome  to  rise, 
whxn,  lo!  thy  toifb  robgottzn  lies. 

Francis. 

TO  THE  RAMBLER, 


e  lately  been  called,  from  a 
gled  life  of  bufmefs  and  a- 
it,  to  attend  the  lafl  hours  of 
nend;  an  ofHce  which  has  filled 
not  with  melancholy,  at  leafl 
otts  refle^ont,  and  turned  my 

towards  the  contemplation  of 
hjcA*  which,  thougti  of  the 
npOTtance,  and  of  indubitable 
f  are  generally  fecluded  from 
nd,  by  the  jollity  of  health,  the 
employment,  and  even  by  the 
ircrlioos  of  ftudy  and  fpecula- 
'they  become  accidental  topiclcs 
Mon  and  argument,  yet  rarely 
into  the  heart,  but  give  occa- 
to  Comt  fubtilties  of  reafoning, 
ries  €£  declamation,  which  are 
plaufted,  and  forgotten. 
ndeed,  not  hard  to  conceiw 
m  accoilomed  to  extend  his 
logli  a  long  concatenation  of 

eSk^tf  to  trace  things  fix>m 
I  CD  their  period,  and  compare 
di  €ad$,   mxy   difcover  the 


weaknefsof  human  fchcmcs;  dctefVthe 
fallacies  by  which  mortals  arc  deluded  $ 
(hew  the  infufficicncy  of  wealth,  honours, 
and  power,  to  real  happinefs;  and  pleafe 
himfelf  and  his  auditors  with  learned 
leftures  on  the  vanity  of  life. 

But  though  the  fpeculatift  may  fee  and 
fhew  the  follyof  terreftrial  hopes,fearsand 
dellres,  every  hour  will  give  proofs  that 
he  never  felt  ft.  Ti-ace  him  through  the 
day  or  year,  and  you  will  find  him  aft- 
ing  upon  principles  which  he  has  in  com- 
mon v^ththe  illiterate  and  unenlighten- 
ed, angry  and  pleafcd  like  the  loweil  of 
the  vulgar,  purfuing,  with  the  famear- 
dour,  the  fame  defigns;  grafping,  with  all 
the  eagemefs  of  tranfport,  thofc  riches 
which  he  knows  he  cannot  keep;and  fweU 
ling  with  the  applaufe  which  he  has  gain- 
ed bv  proving  that  applaufe  is  of  no  value. 
The  onlyconviftion  that  rulhesupon 
the  foul,  and  takes  away  from  our  ap- 
petites and  paflions  the  power  of  refift- 
ance,  is  to  be  founds  wnere  I  have  re- 
cciycd  it,  at  the  bed  of  a  dying  friend. 
Td'cntcr  this  fchool  of  wifdom  is  not 
the  peculiar  privilege  of  geometrtcians; 

tte 
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the  mod  fubliineand  important  precepts 
require  no  unoMnnion  opportunities, 
nor  laborious  preparations ;  they  are  en- 
forced without  the  aid  of  eloquence,  and 
underftood  without  (kill  in  analytick  fci- 
ence.  Every  tongue  can  utter  them,  and 
every  underftanding  can  conceive  thcni. 
He  that  wifhes  in  earned  to  obtain  juil 
fentimcnts  concerning  his  condition,  and 
would  be  intimately  acqur^intcd  with  the 
xvorld»  may  find  in(lru£^ions  on  every 
iide.  He  that  dcfircs  to  enter  behind  ihc 
Irene,  which  every  art  h:i«i  been  eiTi ploy- 
ed to  decorate,  and  evcrj-  palTion  Idwiirs 
to  illuminate,  and  wifhes  to  fee  life 
ftripped  of  thofc  ornaments  which  make 
It  glitter  on  the  ftagc,  and  expof^tl  in  it's 
natural  meannefs,  impotence»  and  na- 
kednefs,  may  find  all  the  dclufion  laid 
open  in  the  chaml)cr  of  difeafe:  he  wiH 
tnere  find  vanity  divcited  of  her  robes, 
power  deprived  of  her  fceptrc,  and  hy- 
pocrify  without  her  mart:. 

The  friend  whom  I  have  loft  was  a 
man  eminent  for  genius;  and,  like  others 
cf  the  fameclafs,  fufHcicntly  pleafed  with 
acceptance  and  apphufe.  Being  caref- 
fed  by  thofc  who  have  nerferments  and 
riches  in  iheir  difpofal,  he  confidered 
himfelf  as  in  the  dire£l  road  of  advance- 
ment, and  had  caught  the  flame  of  am- 
bition by  approaches  to  it's  obie6>.  But 
5n  the  mid  ft  of  his  hopes,  his  projeRs 
and  his  gaieties,  he  vas  feizedby  a  lin- 
gering difeafe,  which,  from  it^s  firft 
ilage,  he  knew  to  be  incurable.  Here 
vras  an  end  of  all  his  vifions  of  great- 
nefs  and  happincfs;  from  the  fir  ft  hour 
that  his  health  declined,  »11  his  former 
pieafures  grew  taftelefs.  His  friemis  ex- 
pelled to  pleafe  him  by  thofe  accounts 
of  the  growth  of  his  repul-ntion,  which 
>verc  formerly  certain  ot  being  well  re- 
ceived; but  they  foon  found  how  little 
lie  was  now  affcfttd  by  complimc*nts, 
and  how  vainly  they  attcmpteil,  by  fjnt- 
tcry,  to  exhilarate  t'ne  languor  of  we:ik- 
nefs,  and  relieve  the  folicitude  of  ap- 
proaching death.  W he  tver  would  know 
liow  mucli  pioty  and  virtue  furpafs  all 
external  goods,  might  here  have  fctn 
them  wei^ied  aga'mft  each  other,  where 
all  that  gives  motion  to  the  a^ive,  and 
elevation  to  the  eminent,  all  that  ipar- 
kles  in  the  tyt  of  hope,  and  pants  in 
the  boibm  of  lufpicjon,  at  once  became 
duft  in  the  balance,  without  weij^ht  and 
without  regard.  Ricbef ,  authorttyi  and 
praifej  lofe  all  their  influence  ^nben  they, 
aif  coQ^dqxd  as  richct  whi(;b  lo-mry- 
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row  fhall  be  beftowed  upon  ahc 
thority  which  fliall  this  night  c 
ever,  and  praife  which,  however 
or  however  fmcere,^  fliall,  afti 
moments,  be  heard  no  more. 

In  thofe  hours  of  ferioufnefs 
dom,  nothing  appeared  to  raif 
rit<i,  or  gladden  his  heart,  but  t 
le£lion  of  afts  of  goodncfs,  nc 
cite  his  attention  but  forac  opj 
for  thecxcrcifc  of  the  duties  of 
F-vcry  thing  tliat  terminated  or 
of  the  grave  was  received  with 
and  inditFerence,  and  regardc 
in  confcqiienccof  tlie  habit  of 
it,  than  from  any  opinion  that  i 
ed  value;  it  had  little  more  pi 
over  his  mind  than  a  bubble 
now  broken,  a  dream  from  ^ 
was  awake.  His  whole  pbwers 
grofied  by  the  confideration  oi 
llate,  and  all  convcrfation  wai 
that  had  not  fome  tendency  to  < 
him  from  human  aflairs,  and  to 
profpe6ls  into  futuritv. 

It  is  now  paft;  we  have  doled 
and  heard  him  breathe  the  gros 
piration.  At  the  fight  of  this 
flift,  I  felt  a  fenfation  ne\'er  1 
me  before;  a  confufion  of  pa 
awful  ftilnefs  of  forrow,  a  glc 
rour  without  a  name.  The  thov 
entered  my  foul  were  too  ftrong 
verted,  and  too  piercing  to  he 
but  fuch  violence  cannot  be  lai 
ftorm  fubfided  in  a  fliort  time 
retireil,  and  grew  calm. 

I  have  from  that  time  freqi 
volvid  in  my  mind  the  cff'iM 
the  obTeivation  of  death  pn 
thofe  who  are  not  wholly  wi 
power  r.nd  ufe  of  reflexion;  f 
the  greater  part  it  is  wholly  im 
their  friends  and  their  enemies 
the  grave  wi thout  railing  any  u 
emotion,  or  reminding  them 
are  themfelves  on  the  edge  of 
cipice,  and  that  they  mult  fo< 
into  the  gnlph  of  eternity. 

It  fcv^ms  to  mc  remarkable  1 
increafes  our  veneration  for  t 
and  extenuates  our  hatred  ol 
Thofe  virtues  which  once  we  < 
Horace  obfcrves,  becaufe  the 
our  own,  can  now  no  longer  ol 
reputation,  and  we  have  thcxd 
tereft  to  fupprefs  tlicir  pnufi 
wickedncfs  which  we  feared  f< 
lignity  is  now  become  impotei 
|MU  wbofe  saa9f  filled  vm  m 
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!»  and  indignation,  can  at  laft  be 
.xd  only  with  pity  or  contempt, 
n  a  friend  is  earned  to  his  gnive, 
noc  find  ezcufes  for  every  weak- 
od  palliations  of  every  fault;  we 
^  a  thoufand  endearments,  which 
glided  olT  our  minds  without  im- 
i»  a  thoufand  fiivours  unrepaid,  a 
id  duties  unpcrfonned  j  and  wifh, 
nriihy  for  his  return,  not  ib  much 
i  may  receive,  as  that  we  may  be- 
ppinefa,and  recompenfe  thatkind- 
Lich  before  we  never  underftood. 
re  it  not,  peihaps,  to  a  mind  well 
ted,  a  more  painful  occurrence, 
.e  death  of  one  whom  we  have  in- 
iritli0ut  reparation.  Our  crime 
now  irretrievable;  it  is  indelibly 
sd»  and  the  ftamp  of  fate  is  fixed 
it.  We  confidcr,  with  the  moft 
re  angaifli,  the  pain  which  we  ha\'e 
and  now  cannot  alleviate,  and  the 
which  we  have  canlcd,  and  now 
:  repair. 

the  fame  kind  are  the  emotions 
the  death  of  an  emulator  or  com- 
'  produces.     Whoever  had  quali- 

alarm  our  jealoufy,  had  excel - 
Lo  delerve  our  fondnefs;  and  to 
rer  ardour  of  oppofition  intcreft 
aflame  us,  no  man  ever  outlived  an 

whom  he  did  not  then  wifli  to 


have  made  a  friend.  Thofe  who  are 
verfcii  in  litetary  hiftory  know,  that  the 
elder  Scaliger  was  the  redoubted  antago- 
nift  of  Cardan  and  Erafmus;  yet  at  the 
death  of  each  of  his  great  rivals  he  re- 
lented, and  complainevl  that  they  were 
fnatclied  away  from  him  before  tl^r  re- 
conciliation was  completed.  « 

*tu'tu  etiBm  MorerUt  Ah!  ftild  me  Ihnfvh^    (f^ 

Amtt  mens  quamjlt  ecncU'uttui  amorT 

Art  thou  too  fairn?  ere  anger  could  fuUid^ 
Andbve  return,  has  ptat  Erafauis  died? 

Such  are  the  fentiments  with  whicK 
we  finally  review  the  cffe^ls  of  jpafllon, 
hut  which  we  fomctimes  delay  till  we  caa 
no  longer  reftify  our  errors.  Let  ua 
therefore  make  hafte  to  do  what  we  (hall 
certainly  at  la(l  wi(h  to  have  done ;  let  ua 
return  the  carefTes  of  our  friends,  and 
endeavour  hy  mutual  endearments  to 
heighten  that  tcndcmcfs  which  is  the 
balm  of  life.  Let  us  be  quick  to  re- 
pent of  injuries  while  repentance  may 
not  be  a  barren  anguiHi,  and  let  us  opeu 
our  eyes  to  every  rival  excellence,  and 
pay  early  and  willingly  thole  honours 
which  juilicc  will  compel  us  to  pay  at 

^  •  Atuanatus, 
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MATUROraOPIOR  Dr.SIV<K   PUNXXI 

INTER  lunrmE  tircxncs, 

■  T  illLLII  MACU1.AM  SPAKCKRX  CANDID18S 

NON   SIQ^UID  PHOLoRN  SATIS 
«T  TR,    CKLOR],    D£CRT.— - 

Hm. 

KOW  NEAR  TO   DEATH  THAT  COMES  KUT  ILOW| 
»OW   THOU   ART  STEPPING  DOWN   BELOW; 

■  VORT  KOT  AMONGiT   THE  BLOOMING  MAIDS, 
BUT  THIHX   ON  GHOSTS  AND    EMPTY  SHADES: 
WHAT  SUITS  WITH  moLoS  IN  HER   BLOOM, 
ORKY  CHLURIS,  WILL   WOT   THEE    BECOME} 

A  asa  IS  birrxRENT  from  a  tomb. 

CaitcN. 


I 


TO  THI  RAliBLEIl. 

ne  beeD  bnt  a  little  time  conver- 
t  in  the  world,  3^'ct  I  have  nlrcady 
•quent  opportunities  of  ohlcr>'inff 
Je  efficncy  of  rcmonftrancc  ana 
iilif»  vhichy  however  extorted  by 
ion,  or  ftipported  by  reafon,  are 
I  by  one  part  of  the  'world  as  re- 
I  Mfured  by  aaother  as  peeviib^i 


ncfs,  by  fome  heard  with  an  appearance 
of  compafTion,  only  to  lK;tray  any  of 
thofe  fallies  of  vehemence  and  refent- 
ment  which  arc  apt  to  break  out  upon 
encouragement,  and  by  others  pafTedovcr 
with  indifference  and  negle^,  as  matters 
in  which  they  have  no  concern,  and 
which,  if  they  fhould  endeavour  to  ex- 
amine or  regulate,  they  might  draw  mif- 
duef  vpoB  themfclves. 
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Yetrince  it  is  no  left  natural  for  thofe 
who  think  themlclves  injured  to  com- 
phiin,  than  for  others  to  neglcil  their 
complaints,  I  fliall  venture  to  lay  my 
cafe  before  you,  in  hopes  that  you  will 
enforce  my  opinion,  if  you  tliini:  it  juft, 
or  end^vour  to  rectify  my  fentiments, 
if  I  am  millaken.  I  expe6l  at  le.i(l,  that 
you  will  divert  yourfeff  of  partiality, 
and  that  whatever  your  age  or  folcmnity 
may  be,  you  will  not  with  the  dotard^s 
infolcnce  pronounce  me  ignorant  and 
foolifh,  pervcrfe  and  rcfra6lorj',  onlybe- 
caufe  you  perceive  that  I  am  young. 

My  father  dying  when  I  was  but  ten 
years  old,  left  me,  and  a  brother  two 
years  younger  than  myfelf,  to  the  care  of 
my  moLhcr,  a  woman  of  birth  and  edu- 
cation, whofe  prudence  or  virtue  he  had 
no  realbnto  dilbiilh  She  felt,  for  Ibmc 
time,  all  the  fonov/  which  nature  calls 
forth,  upon  the  final  fcparation  of  per- 
ibns  dear  to  one  another;  and  as  her 
erief  was  cxhauftcdby  it's  own  violence, 
It  fubfided  into  tcncfcmefs  for  me  and 
my  brother,  and  the  year  of  mourning 
was  fpcnt  in  carefTes,  confolations,  and 
in{iru6lion,  in  celebration  of  my  father's 
virtues,  in  profelfions  of  perpetual  re- 
gard to  his  memory,  and  hourly  inllan- 
ces  of  fuch  fondnefs  as  gratitude  will 
jiot  eafdy  fufFcr  me  to  forget. 

But  when  the  term  of  this  mournful  fe- 
licity was  expired, and  my  mother  apj>car- 
ed  again  without  the  cnfigns  of  forrow, 
the  ladies  of  her  acquaintance  began  to 
tell  her,  upon  whatever  motives,  that  it 
was  time  to  live  like  the  rcil:  of  the 
world  J  a  powerful  argument,  which  is 
Itldom  ufed  to  a  woman  without  cflTcft. 
Lady  Giddy  was  incelfantly  relating  the 
occurrences  of  the  town;  and  Mrs. 
Gravely  told  her  privately,  with  great 
ttndemefs,  that  it  began  to  be  publirUIy 
obfcn'cd  how  much  flie  overacled  her 
parr,  and  that  moii  of  her  acquaintance 
fufpefled  her  hope  of  procuring  anotlnjr 
huibind  to  be  the  tnic  ground  of  all 
that  appearance  of  tcndcrnefs  and  piety. 

All  the  ofHcioufneis  of  kindneis  zr.d 
folly  was  buftcd  to  change  her  condud. 
She  was  at  one  time  alarmed  with  cen- 
fure,  and  at  another  fired  with  praile. 
She  was  told  of  balls,  where  others  fhone 
enlv  bccaufc  (lie  was  abfcnt;  of  new  co- 
medies to  which  all  the  town  was  croud- 
ing;  and  of  many  ingenious  ironies,  by 
which  domcftick  diligence  was  made 
contemptible. 

'it  is  diihcuU for  viitue  to  ftaad  abac 


againft  fear  on  one  fide,  and  pic 
the  other;  efpecially  when  ni 
crime  is  propofed,  and  piiidei 
can  fuggctl  many  reaibns  for  it 
and  indulgence.  My  msmma 
laft  peiAiadcd  to  accompany  M 
dy  to  a  play.  She  was  rt:cei\ 
a  boundlei's  urofufion  of  comp 
and  attended  home  by  a  vciy  fin 
man.  Next  day  flic  was  v/ith  1 
culty  prevailed  on  to  play  at  >Irs, 
Iv's,  and  came  home  gay  and  iiv 
tnc  diftinirlions  that  liad  been 
awakened  her  vanity,  and  good  1 
kept  her  principles  of  frugality  fi 
ing  her  difturbancc.  Sh»j  now  n 
ff cond  entrance  into  the  world, 
friends  wur.  fufficiently  indull 
pr;rvcnt  any  return  to  her  fon 
every  morning  brought  meffagc 
vital  ion,  and  e\ery  evening  ws 
in  places  of  divciiion,  from  wl 
for  Ibmc  time  complained  that 
rather  be  abiirnt.  In  a  ibort  tintt 
gan  to  feci  the  hnppinefs  of  aflii 
out  conivoul,  of  being  unaccouni 
her  hours,  her  cxpenccs,  and  h 
pany;  and  leanitd  by  degieti 
an  expR-ll'on  of  contempt  or  pit 
mention  of  ladies  whofe  hufbai: 
ful'pe6>cd  of  reftraining  their  pi 
or  Uisir  play,  :ind  confeiTcd  that  i 
to  go  aiii  c  jp.ie  as  Hjc  plcafed. 

I  was  Itill  favoured  wilh  foi 
dental  pi-ecc:pts  and    tixinfient 
nicnts,  and  was  jiow  and  thei 
kiifed  tor  fmiling  Hkc  my  papa:  1 
part  of  her  morning  v/as  i'pent 

f)aring  the  opinion  of  her  maid  : 
iner,  C(»ntriving  fome  variatio; 
drefs,  vi filing  (hops,  and  fcndii 
pliments;  and  the  reft  of  the  i 
too  fhort  for  viilts,  cards,  pla 
concert>. 

She  now  began  to  difcovcr  th 
impoilliile  to  educate  chihirtn 
at  home.  P:!i-cnts  couKlnot  h: 
always  in  their  light;  the  focict 
vant^  was  conlagioxis;  companv 
ed  boldnds  and  Ipirit;  tinulatit 
ed  indultr)';  and  a  large  fchool 
turally  the  fird  llcp  into  the  opei 
A  thou  fa nd  other  reafons  mc 
fome  of  little  force  in  thcnifcl 
fo  well  fecondcd  byplcafurc,  vat 
idlenefs,  that  they  foon  ovtrcair 
remaining  principles  of  kindi 
piety;  and  both  I  and  my  brot 
difp-tfttched  to  lx>ard:ng  fchouis. 

HvNT  my  manujiii  fpem  kcr  tiJ 
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IS  thus  diftnirthened  I  am  not  able 
>nn  you,  but  I  have  reafon  to'be- 
dut  trifles  and  araufements  took 
ifterhold  of  her  heart.  At  firft  fhc 
1  me  at  fchool,  and  afterwards 
to  me;  but  in  a  fhort  time,  both 
lits  and  her  letters  were  at  an  end; 
lo  other  notice  was  taken  of  me 

0  remit  money  for  my  fupport. 
len  I  came  home  at  the  vacation, 
id  myfcif  coldly  received,  with  an 
ation— *  TTiatthis  girl  will  prcfcnt- 
e  a  woman/  I  was,  after  the  ufual 
ent  to  fchool  again,  and  overheard 
3thcr  fav,  as  I  was  a  going,  *  Well, 
'  I  (half  recover.' 

llx  months  more  I  came  again; 
nth  the  ufual  childifli  alacrity,  was 
ig  to  my  mother^s  embrace,  when 
)pt  mc  wUh  exclamations  at  the 
inefs  and  enormity  of  my  growth, 
^f  (he  faid,  pevcr  fecn  any  body 
up  fo  much  at  my  age.  Sue  was 
3  other  girls  (bread  at  that  rate,  and 
ted  to  have  children  look  like  wo- 
efore  their  time.  I  was  difcon- 
,  and  retired  without  hearing  any 
more  than—'  Nay,  if  you  are  an- 
Madam  Steeple,  you  may  vroXln  off." 
ten  ODce  the  forms  of  civility  are 
!d,  therp  remains  little  hope  of  re- 
3  kindncTs  or  decency.  My  mam« 
ide  this  appearance  of  refentment 
M  for  contmuin?  her  malignity, 
9or  Mifs  Maypole,  for  that  was 
pellation,  was  never  mentioned  or 

1  to  but  with  fume  expreflion  of 
or  diflike. 

had  vet  the  pleafure  of  drefling  me 
child;  and  I  know  not  when  I 
have  been  thought  fit  to  change 
bit,  had  I  not  been  refcued  by  a 
I  fifter  of  my  father,  who  could 
»r  to  fee  women  in  hanging- 
,  and  therefore  urefented  me  with 
e  for  a  gown,  tor  which  I  (hould 
ought  myfeif  under  great  obliga- 
fiad  Aie  not  accompanied  her  fa- 
ith  ic^me  liints  iliaf  my  mamma 
now  confider  her  age,  and  give 
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me  her  ear-rings,  which  (he  had  fhewa 
long  ehoufi[h  in  publick  places. 

I  now  left  the  fchool,  and  came  t«  live 
with  my  mamma,  who  confidered  me  at 
an  ufurpei'  that  had  feized  the  rights  of  a 
woman  before  they  were  due,  and  was 
pu/hing  her  down  the  precipice  of  age, 
that  I  might  reign  without  a  fuperior. 
Wliile  T  am  thus  beheld  with  jealoufy 
and  fufpicion,  you  will  readily  believe 
that  it  is  difficult  to  pleafc.  Every  word 
and  look  is  an  offence.  I  never  fpeak, 
but  I  pretend  to  fon\e  qualities  and  ex- 
cellencies, which  it  is  criminal  to  pof- 
CefSf  if  I  am  gay,  (he  thinks  it  esii'ly 
enough  to  coquette;  if  I  am  grave,  (he 
hatt:s  a  prude  in  bibs;  if  I  venture  into 
company,  I  am  in  hafle  for  a  hufband ;  if 
I  reure  to  my  chamber,  fuch  matron-like 
ladies  are  lovers  of  contemplation.  I  am 
on  one  pretence  or  other  generally  exclud- 
ed from  her  affcmhlies,  nor  am  I  ever  fuf- 
fered  to  vifit  at  the  fame  place  with  my 
mamma.  Every  one  wonders  why  (he  does 
not  bring  Mils  more  into  the  world;  and 
when  (he  comet  home  in  vapours  I  am 
certain  that  (he  hat  heard  either  of  my 
beauty  or  my  wit,  and  expe£l  notliing 
for  the  cnfuiug  week  but  taunts  and  me- 
naces, contraai6lion  and  reproaches. 

Thus  I  live  in  a  (late  of  continual 
pcrfecution,  onlybecaufe  I  was  born  ten 
years  too  foon,  and  cannot  Stop  the  courfe 
of  nature  or  of  time,  but  am  unhappily 
a  woman  before  my  mother  can  wming- 
ly  ceaie  to  be  a  girl.  I  believe  you 
woiiid  contribute  to  the!  happinefs  of 
many  families,  if,  by  any  arguments  or 
perfuafions,  you  could  make  mothers 
afhamed  of  rivalling  their  children;  if 
you  could  (hew  them,  tliat  though  they 
may  rcfufe  to  grow  wife,  they  iiiuft  in- 
evitably ^row  old;  and  that  the  proper 
folaces  of  age  are  not  mu(ick  and  com- 
pliments, butwifdom  and  devotion;  that 
thofe  who  are  fo  unwilling  to  quit  the 
world  will  foon  be  driven  from  it;  and 
th:it  it  is  therefore  thoir  xntcreil  to  retire 
while  there  yetrcniain^  a  few  hours  for 
nobler  eraploj-ments.    I  am,  3cc. 
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VALtA  r   Kt^   LVDICRA,    SI  ME 
FALMA  NEGATA   MACKVMi    DONATA  KZDUCIT  OPlMVBff. 

FAUfWEl,   THE  ITAOtj    FOI   HUMBLY  I   DlfCLAlM 

sxjcH  T  oNn  r"R'.'ViTs  or  PLXA^UKEy  OR  or  rAMFi 

jr  I   Ml'ST  sink    in      HAMK,    ok   SWKLL   with   PRIBE| 
AS  THE  CAY   FALM  IS  GRANTED  OR   DENIED. 
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NOTHING  is  more  unphafing 
than  to  find  ihsf  offence  hiis  been 
r^ceivwl  when  none  was  intended,  and 
that  pain  has  been  given  to  ihol'e  who  Nvcrc 
not  guilt>'  of  any  provdcation.  As  the 
gitatcndof  fociety  is  nmtiinl  beneficence, 
a  j»ood  man  is  alwr^ys  ii  ncafy  \v ben  he  finds 
himfclf  af^ingin  oppofilion  lo  ihcpurpofcs 
of  life;  bccaufe  though  his  ronfcience  may 
eafily  acquit  him  ol  malice  prcpenfei  of 
ft  Itlcd  hatred  or  contrivances  of  miichief, 
yet  he  feldom  can  be  certain  that  he  has 
not  failed  by  negligence  or  indolence; 
that  he  has  not  been  hindered  from  con- 
fiiltinz  the  common  intcreft  by  too  much 
regard  to  his  own  eafe,  or  too  much  in- 
difference to  the  happincfs  cf  other?. 

Nor  is  it  ncceflfary  that,  to  feci  this 
iineafincfs,  the  mind  fhould  be  extended 
to  any  great  diffufion  of  gcncrofity,  or 
melted  by  uncommon  warmth  of  bene- 
volence; for  that  prudence  which  the 
v^rld  teaches,  and  a  quick  fenfibllity  of 
private  inteiviV,  will  diit-ft  us  lo  tliun 
needlefs  enmities;  fince  there  is  no  man 
whole  kindntfs  we  may  not  fome  time 
want,  or  by  wliofe  malice  we  may  not 
fome  time  fuffcr. 

I  have  therefore  frequently  looked 
with  wonder,  and  now  and  then  with 
pity,  at  the  thoughtk/rnefs  with  which 
fome  alienate  from  theinfelves  the  nftec- 
tions  of  all  whom  chance,  bufinel*;,  or 
inclination,  brings  in  their  way.  When 
We  (ce  a  man  purluing  fome  d:ii  ling  in- 
ttsreft,  without  much  regaid  to  tlie  opi- 
nion of  the  world,  we  juftly  confider  him 
at  corrupt  and  dangerous,  but  are  not 
long  in  difcovering  his  motives;  we  Ice 
him  afluatcd  by  palTions  wlilc'i  are  hanl 
to  be  refifted,  and  deliidcd  by  ajipeiir- 
anccswliich  have  d.izzlcd  drrmgcreyci. 
kitt  tho  greater  part  of  tliofe  who  lit 
r..:uikind  at  defiance  by  hourly  in-ici- 
titm,  and  v.'ho  live  but  to  infufe  malig- 
nity, ard  nndtiply  enemies,  have  no 
hoyvt  tu  foiK  r,  no  defigns  to  promote, 


nor  any  cxpc^ations  of  attaining  power 
by  inffilence,  or  of  climbing  togreatncTs 
by  tnnnpling  on  others.  They  give  up 
all  the  fwcets  of  kindnefs,  for  the  Me 
of  peevifhnefs,  petulance,  or  gloom;  and 
alienate  the  world  by  ncgleft  of  the 
common  forms  of  civility,  and  breach  of 
the  eftablifhcd  laws  of  converfation. 

Every  one  mutt,  in  the  walks  of  life, 
have  met  with  men  of  whom  all  fpeak 
with  cenfure,  though  they  are  not  charge- 
able with  any  crime,  and  whom  none 
can  be  perfuaded  to  Ic^-e,  though  a  rca- 
fon  can  fcarcely  be  affigiacd  why  tliey 
fliould  be  hated;  and  who,  if  their  goocl 
qualities  and  actions  fometimes  force  a 
commendation,  have  their  panegyrick  al- 
ways concluded  with  conzefHons  of  dif- 
gult;  '  He  is  a  good  man,  but  I  cannot 
'  like  him.'  Surely  fuch  peHbns  ha« 
fold  the  etteem  of  rb  eWorld  at  too  low  a 
price,  fince  they  have  lott  one  of  the  re- 
wards of  virtue,  without  gaining  the 
profits  of  wickednefs. 

This  ill  economy  of  fame  Is  (bmetiinei 
the  cft'c^Sl  of  llupidity.  Men  whofe  per- 
ceptions are  languid  and  (luggjKh,  who 
hnnent  nothing  but  lofs  of  raonc)', 
and  feel  nothing  but  a  blow,  are  often 
at  a  dilHcu'ty  toguefs  why  they  areen- 
com  prilled  with  enemies,  though  they  neg- 
lect all  thofe  arts  bv  which  men  arc  en- 
deared to  one  another.  Thev  comfort 
themfelves  that  they  have  fivcd  irre- 
proachably; that  none  can  charge  thi-ra 
with  having  cndnngcrcd  his  I  if:,  or  di- 
minilhcd  his  pofllffion?}  and  therefore 
conclude  that  they  fuffer  l)y  fnnc  invin- 
cible fatality,  or  inpate  tht-  malice  of 
their  ncii;!ilioi:rs  to  ignorance  or  en\7. 
'1  hey  wr:ip  th..:rt".:'.VLS  up  in  ihcir  inno- 
cence, anl  oii'oy  the  congratulations  of 
tiv.-.r  ov.-n  hearts,  without  knowing  or 
fufiv. ciinT  that  they  uic  every  day  dc- 
ffvviv.ly  inrurrinji;  reil'r.tments,  by  whh- 
hoMinj;  tVom  tholl  with  whom  they  con- 
vcrle,  Uiai  regard,  or  appearance  of  re- 
gard, 
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fudf  to  which  every  one  is  entitled  by 
the  cuftonut  of  tlie  world. 

Tlicre  are  many  injuries  which  nimod 
Cfery  man  feels,  though  he  does  not 
coinpbin;  and  which,  upon  thofe  whom 
virtue,  elegance,  or  vanity,  have  mavle 
delicate  axkl  tender,  fix  deep  and  hfting 
inipreirions  ^  as  there  are  many  arts  of 
gracioui'nefs  and  conciliation,  which  are 
to  be  praflifeil  without  expence,  and  by 
which  thofe  may  be  made  oi:r  friends 
who  have  never  received  from  us  any 
real  beneiiu  Such  aits,  when  they  in- 
clude neitlier  guilt  nor  meannefs,  it  !•; 
furrly  reaibnable  to  leiin,  forwho  would 
want  that  love  which  is  fo  eafily  to  be 
gained?  And  fuch  injuries  are  to  be 
avoided ;  for  who  would  be  hated  v/lth- 
our  profit  ? 

Some,  indtcd,  there  arc,  for  whom  the 
txcwCe  of  ignorance  or  negligence  cr.n- 
rot  be  alleged;  becaufe  it  is  app:ii«.nt 
that  they  arc  not  only  carclefs  of  pleaf- 
ing,  but  ftudious  to  offend ;  thae  they 
contnTe  to  make  all  approaches  to  them 
^'fficult  and  vexatious,  and  imagine  that 
they  aggrandize  themfelves  by  wafting 
the  time  of  othei's  in  ufelefs  attexidancc, 
by  mortifying  them  with  flights,  and 
teazing  them  with  affronts. 

Men  of  this  kind  are  generally  to  be 
found  among  thofe  tlut  have  not  mingled 
much  in  general  con  vei  fat  ion,  but  r|x:nt 
thdr  lives  amidil  the  obfequioufiui's  of 
dependants,  and  the  flatter)-  of  parahtcs ; 
and  by  long  confulting  only  their  own 
inciinatioaf  have  forgotten  that  others 
have  a  claim  to  the  fame  deference. 

Tyranny,  thus  avowed,  is  indeed  an 
exuberance  of  pride,  by  which  all  man- 
kind is  fo  much  enraged,  tliat  it  is  never 
4|uictly  cnduretl,  except  in  thofe  who  c?.n 
reward  the  patience  which  they  exa^'t ; 
and  infoleace  is  generally  furroundcd 
only  by  fuch  whofe  bafencfs  inclines 
them  to  chink  nothing  infupportable  that 
produces  gain,  and  who  can  lau^h  at 
Icurrility  and  rudenefs  with  a  luxurious 
table  and  an  open  purfe. 
.  But  though  all  wanton  provocations 
and  omtcroptuous  iniblence  arc  to  .be 
diligently  avoided,  thtie  is  no  lefs  danger 
in  tmiid  compliance  and  tamerrfi^nation. 
It  h  conunon  for  foft  and  feailul  tem- 
pers to  give  themfelves  up  implicitly  to 
the  direaion  of  the  bold,  the  tiurbulcnt, 
and  the  overbearing;  of  thofe  wiiom 
they  do  not  belin'e  wifer  or  better  than 
thcmlchrct  $  to  recede  from  the  beil  de- 
fifu  wiMft  ofypofitioii  mu^  he  cncoua- 


tcrcd;  and  to  fall  off  from  virtue  for  fear 
of  cenfiinr. 

Some  firmnefs  and  refblution  is  ne« 
cefl?uy  to  ?he  difcharge  of  duty :  but  it 
is  a  very  unhappy  itate  of  life  in  ^vhidi 
the  ncceifity  of  luch  ffaoggle^ frequeully 
occui's ;  for  no  man  is  defeated  without 
fomc  refcntmcnt,  >vhich  will  be  comi- 
nued  with  obftinacy  while  he  belieres 
himfclf  in  the  right,  and  exerted  with 
bittern  efs,  if  even  to  his  own  con  virion 
he-  is  dcte^cd  in  tlic  wrong. 

Even  thoufl:h  no  regard  be  had  fo  the 
extciiial  coiifeqiurnces  of  contrariety  and 
dii'pute,  it  mull  be  piiinful  to  a  worthy 
mind  to  piit  otlicrs  m  pain;  and  there 
will  be  dnnger  leA  the  kindef(  nature 
m:iy  be  vitiated  by  too  long  a  cuftom  of 
debate  and  contelt. 

I  am  nfmid  that  T  m;iy  be  taxc^  with 
infcnfibility  by  many  of  my  correJpond- 
cuts,  who  believe  their  contributions  un- 
jultly  neglecK-d.  And,  indeed^  wiun  I 
fit  before  a  yux:  of  pap'.i'S,  of  which 
each  is  the  produ^Hon of  laborious  fhidy, 
and  t!ie  ofjsjmng  of  a  fond  parent;  I, 
who  know  the  paifions  of  an  author, 
cannot  rcmembtr  how  long  they  have 
lain  in  my  boxes  unregarded,  %vithout 
ir.iaKining  to  myfelftl^  various  changes 
of  » . .  row,  impatience,  and  rerentment, 
which  the  writers  muli  have  feh  in  this 
tedious  interval. 

TIk  ll-  rcfieftions  !>re  ftill  moreawaken- 
id,  when,  upon  perufal,  I  find  fbme  of 
them  calling  for  a  place  in  the  next  pa- 
per, a  plact:  v.'hJch  they  have  never  jTt 
obtained;  others  writing  in  a  ttyle  of 
fujieiiority  and  haiightincfs,  as  ft-cureof 
deference,  and  above  fear  of  criiicifm  $ 
others  humldy  offt  ring  their  weak  aJlift- 
aiice  with  foftncfs  and  fubmiflion,  which 
tlicy  believe  impofliblc  to  be  rdiirei; 
fomc  inti-oducing  their  compofitions  with 
a  mcrnce  of  the  contempt  wliich  he  that 
refufes  thiin  will  incur  ^  others  applying 
privately  to  the  bookfellcrs  for  tticir  in* 
tcrcll  and  folicltation ;  every  one  by  dif- 
ferent ways  endeavouring  to  feaire  the 
blifs  of  publication.  I  cannot  but  con- 
fidcr  myfelf  as  placed  in  a  ver}'  incom- 
modious fiiuatiou,  where  I  am  fbrcei! 
to  rcpix'fs  confidence,  which  it  is  plcafing 
to  indulge,  to  repay  civilities  with  ap- 
pearances of  neglca,  and  fo  frequently 
to  offend  thofe  by  whom  I  ne\-cr  w?.s 
otfcndcd. 

I  know  well  how  rarely  an  author, 
fired  with  the  beauties  of  uU  r;cMi  ^q\tv- 
pofiiign,  coniaans  V\«  vouwt^^vcvVtt^  owa 
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bofom,  and  how  naturally  he  Imparts 
to  his  friends  his  expectations  ot  re- 
nown ;  and  as  I  can  ea/Ily  conceive  the 
cagerners  with  'which  a  new  paper  is 
fnatched  up  by  one  who  ex^Tcfls  to  find 
it  filled  with  his  own  produ£lion  \  and, 
perhaps,  has  called  his  companions  to 
/hare  the  pleafur^of  a  fccond  peruljal;  I 
pricve  for  the  dlSippointment  which  he 
js  to  feel  at  the  fatal  infpefllon.  His 
hopes,  however,  do  not  yet  forlakehimi 
he  is  certain  of  giving  luftrc  the  next 
Hay.  The  next  day  conKii,  and  again 
he  pants  with  expectation  ^  ami  having 
dreamed  of  laurels  and  ParnafTus,  calls 
his  eyes  upon  the  barren  page  wirh  which 
he  is  doomed  never  more  to  be  delighted. 
For  fuch  cruelty,  what  atonement  can 
be  made  ?  for  fuch  calamities,  what  al- 
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Wiation  can  be  found  ?  I  am  afniel  thit 
the  mifchief  already  done  mufl  be  widi« 
out  reparation;  and  all  that  deferves  my 
care  is  prevention  for  the  fiitiuv.  Let, 
therefore,  the  next  friendly  contributor, 
whoever  he  be,  obferve  the  cautions  of 
Swift,  and  write  fecretly  in  hit  own 
chamber,  without  communicating  hit 
dcfign  to  his  nearell  friend,  for  the  neareft 
friend  will  be  pleafed  with  an  opportu- 
nity of  laughing.  Let  him  carry  it  to 
the  poft  himfelf,  and  wait  in  filence  for 
the  event.  If  it  is  publiflied  and  praifed, 
he  may  then  declare  himfelf  the  author  $ 
if  it  be  fupprefled,  he  may  wonder  ia 
private  without  much  vexation  j  and  if 
It  be  cenfured,  he  may  join  in  the  cry, 
and  lament  the  dulnels  of  the  writing 
genei-ation. 
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VOV  XNTELLICUNT  HOMINES  Q.UAM  MAGNUM  VZCTXGAL  SZT  V ARilMOMA. 

TuLt- 
THE  WOR^I>  HAS  NOT  YRT   LKARNED  THX  RICHXS  OF  FRUCAlITT. 


TO  THE  RAMBLER. 
SIB, 

IAm  always  pleafevi  when  I  fee  lite- 
rature made  ufcful,  and  Icholurs  de- 
fcending  from  that  elevation  which,  as 
it  raifcs  them  above  common  life,  muft 
Iikewife*hinder  them  from  beholding  the 
ways  of  men,  othei-wifc  than  in  a  cloud 
of  buftle  and  confufion.  Having  lived 
a  life  of  bufmefs,  and  remarked  how 
feldom  any  occurrences  emerge  for  which 
great  qualities  are  ixquircd,  I  have  learned 
the  nectfllty  of  regarding  little  things; 
and  though  I  do  not  preteni!  to  give  laws 
to  the  legiflators  of  mankind,  or  to  limit 
tljc  range  of  thofe  poweiful  minds  that 
cany  light  and  heit  through  all  the  re- 
gions of  knowledge;  yet  I  have  long 
thought,  that  the  gitattft  part  of  thoS 
who  lofe  themfelves  in  ftudics,  by  which 
I  have  not  found  that  th^v  grow  much 
wifer,  might,  with  more  advantige  both 
to  the  publick  and  ihtirifel  vcs,  apply  their 
undcrihindings  to  domcflick  arts,  and 
(lore  their  niincls  with  axioms  of  humble 
prudence,  and  private  economy. 

Your  late  paper  on  frugality  >^'as  very 
elegant  -and  pK-afing;  but,  in  my  opi- 
nion, not  fufficienrly  adapted  to  common 
readers,  who  pay  little  regard  to  the 
mufick  of  periods,  the  artifice  of  con- 
ncAion,  or  the  arrangement  of  the  flowers 
^  of  i^^rick^  but  recjuire  a  few  plain  and 


cogent  inftru6liont,  which  may  (ink  into 
the  mind  by  their  own  weight. 

Frugalitv  is  fo  necefTary  to  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  world,  fo  beneficial  in  it's 
various  forms  to  every  rank  of  men, 
from  the  higheft  of  human  potentates^ 
to  tlie  loweft  labourer  or  artificer;  and 
the  miferies  which  the  negle£l  of  it  pro- 
duces are  fo  numerous  and  fo  grievouti 
thst  it  oYigiit  to  be  recommended  with 
every  variation  of  addrefs,  and  adapted 
to  e\Try  clafs  of  underiianding. 

Whetlicr  thofe  who  treat  morals  as  a 
fciencc  will  allow  frugality  to  be  num-* 
bercd  among  the  virtues,  I  have  not 
thought  it  ncceflary  toenouire.  For  I, 
who  di-aw  my  opinions  rrom  a  careful 
obfervation  of  ttie  world,  am  fatisfied 
with  knowing,  what  is  abundantly  Aif- 
ficient  for  praf^ice,  that  if  it  be  not  a 
virtiie,  it  is  at  leafl  a  quality  which 
can  feldom  e-x'id  without  fome  virtuety 
and  without  which  few  virtues  can  exift. 
Frugality  may  be  termed  the  daughter 
of  Pnidcnce,  the  fifter  of  Temperancei 
and  the  parent  of  Liberty.  He  that  is  ex- 
travagant wili  quickly  become  poor,  and 
poverty  will  enforce  denendencey  and  in- 
vite corruption;  it  will  almoft  alwava 
pi-otlucc  a  pjifTve  compliance  with  the 
wickcdnefs  of  otlurs;  and  there  an  few 
who  do  not  leani  by  degrees  to  praAife 
thofi:  crimes  which  they  ^^  to  cenfore* 

if 
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«  any  who  do  not  dread  jx)- 
;i:rous  to  virtue,  yet  man- 
animoiis  enough  in  abhor- 
truAive  to  happincl's,-  and 
vant  is  terrible,  upon  what- 
:,  ought  to  think  themfdves 
im  the  fagc  maxims  of  our 
anceftors;  and  attain  the 
af  contniftingcxpcnce;  tor 
ility  none  can  he  rich,  and 
few  woidd  he  poor, 
ther  afts  of  virtue,  or  cx- 
viiHoni,  a  concurrence  of 
iftances  is  nccelVaiy,  fume 
»wled|^  muft  be  attained, 
ion  gifts  of  nature  pyflellld, 
rtunity  pioduced  by  an  cx- 
ombination  of  thing*;  but 
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by  which  it  Is  never  likely  to  be  tried, 
wf:  know  with  certainty  that  there  w 
fcarcely  any  individual  entei'ing  the 
world,  who,  by  prudent  parijniony,  may 
not  r«ifonably  firomife  himlelf  a  cheer- 
ful competence  in  the  decline  of  life. 

The  profpeft  of  penury  in  age  ig 
(b  gloomy  and  terrifying,  that  evwy 
man  who  looks  before  him  muft  rcfolve 
to  avoid  it}  and  it  muft  be  avoidcil  gene- 
rally by  the  fcience  of  fparing.  For 
though  in  every  age  there  are  feme  who, 
hy  bold  adventures,  or  by  favourable  ac- 
cidents, riie  fuddenly  to  riches,  yet  it  is 
dangerous  to  indulge  hopes  of  fuch  rai« 
events:  and  the  bulk  of  mankind  muft 
owe  their  afHuence  to  fnialland  gradual 
profits,  below  which  fheir  expcncc  muft 


er  of  favingwhat  is  aJrea-     oc  refolutely  reduced 


You  rault  not  therefore  think  me  fink- 
ing below  the  dii;nity  of  a  praclical 
philofophcr,  when  I  rccommcn<l  to  the 
confideiation  of  your  readers,  from  the 
llatciman  to  tlie  apprentice,  a  poiltion 
replete  with  mercantile  wiiHom ,  A  pemty 
mot'  be  within  tlie  reach  of  faytd  is  t-WQ-penu got-,  which  may,  I 
rs,  becauli:  to  be  rich  is  to     think,  be  accommodated  to  all  condi- 


ids,  mull  be  eafy  of  acqui- 
/  mind;  and  as  the  exam- 
1  may  Ihew  that  I  he  highcft 
lOt  fwfely  negU-ft  it,  a  thou- 
s  will  every  day  prove,  that 
naypra6>:le  it  with  lucceis. 


than  is  commouiy  placed  in 
J;  and  if  many  could  ob- 
which  now  makrs  a  man 
name  of  wealth  mull  then 
d  to  mil  greater  accumula- 
I  am  not  certain  that  it  is 
iflible  to  exempt  the  lower 
ikind  from  poverty;  becaufe 
rcvcr  be  the  wealth  of  the 
fome  will  always  have  lealt, 
has  Icfs  than  any  other  is 
yuoor;  yet  I  do  not  fee  any 
eifity  that  many  fhould  be 
indifpen fable  conveniencics 
am  fometimes  inclined  to 
t,  cafual  calainltiei»  cxcept- 
^,  by  univeifal  prutlcncc, 
in  univerfal exemption  from 
at  he  who  (hould  happen  to 
i^ht  notwithftanding  have 

ut  entering  too  far  into  fpe- 
hic}i  I  do  not  remcmUer 
icai  calculator  has  attempt- 
bich  the  moA  perfpicacious 
be  eaTily  bewddered,  it  is 
they  to  whom  Providence 
DO  other  care  but  of  their 
\nd  their  own  virtue,  which 
greater  part  of  mankind, 
\t  incitements  to  perfonal 
ce,  whatever  might  be  xt*s 
ujwn  pcovjiices  or  natipns^ 


tions,  by  obIi:r\'ing  not  cr.!y  that  i\\cy 
who  purine  any  lucrative  employment 
will  lave  time  when  they  forb(.ar  ex- 
pencc,  and  that  the  time'  may  be  c:n-. 
ployed  to  the  increafc  of  proli: ;  but  lV.it 
they  who  are  above  fuch  minute  conlidcr- 
ations,  will  lind,  by  every  viilory  over 
appetite  or  palTion,  new  itrength  add'.d 
to  the  mind,  will  gain  the  power  of  i-p- 
fuiing  thole  Iblicitations  by  which  the 
young  and  vivacious  are  hcui  ly  afl'ault- 
ed,  and  In  time  ftt  tlicmfelves  a'.iovc  the 
ii.ich  of  extravagance  and  folly. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  cnqujjed  by  thoft 
who  are  willing  rather  to  cavil  thin  to 
le:u-n,  wlmt  is  the  jull  mtiafrnv  of  fnj. 
galityj  and  wlien  expence,  not  aSlb- 
lutcly  miceffary,  degenerate:;  into  profii- 
fion?  To  fnch  qucj^ions  no  gcncial  an- 
fwer  can  be  irtuincd;  llucc  the  liberty  of 
fpending,  or  ncceflity  of  parlirr.ony,  may 
be  varied  without  end  by  different  cir- 
cumftanccs.  It  may,  howe^'er,  be  laid 
down  as  a  rule  never  to  be  broken,  that 
a  moo's  *oolMntary  expence  JbwU  not 
exccCst  his  re^venue,  A  nruim  fo  obvi- 
ous and  incontrovertible,  that  the  civil 
law  ranks  the  prodigal  with  the  mad- 
man, and  debars  them  equally  from  the 
coudufl  of  their  own  aftaii-s.  Another 
precept  ariiing  from  the  former,  and  in- 
deed mcluded  in  it,  is  yet  neceil'ary  to 
be  diAInflly  iinprcltcd  upou  lYvc  vi^vm, 
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the fiutcif  J^  arrdchebrvre — Lgtnomam 

pfti'LJTT»C  \Q  fjiciuf  upon  Itoft^  to  trult 
liu  owTi  abilitKff  for  nicaris  of  citflivtr* 
aoce  iVoai  penury,  ta  give  a  kioi?  lo  hit 
prcfeit  tleiltts,  and  leavt  the  iiccitoning 
Id  fortune  or  to  virtiic. 

To  theie  ca^itionsj  whicK,  I  foppofc, 
*rcj  nt  ieaft  ajiiong;  ihc  graver  p^rt  of 
fnniikind,  undiipiited,  I  wUl  nidd  arjo- 

ixxlm^h^i  With  tins  f«-*ftpt  it  ni^i/ 
Ik-,  (>erhap.<,  ii7i3p:iiial  cruy  i  ,  com|»ly5 
yet  if  thole  whom  proi  uUon  h.is  hiirJ'd 
ill  priroriS,  or  diivcn  inio  bHnilhmciit, 
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J  cxsiTrined,it  would  bf  ftwrad  „*„,pp 
ry  few  i?*cne  ruined  by  their  owd  ch«|«b 
w  jnjrchaiid  plesifure  with  tLtc  toftW 
tfKur  dbces;  but  that  tbt7  lnffi:rtrd  '^— 


fdves  to  be  borne  av«iy  ly  the  viuba 
oi  thofe  ^tliwiiom  tiiey  converted,  i|j 
yielded  reluctantly  to  attiouiind  proii- 
galitict,  ciLhtT  ftvm  a  trivia]  en^ulanoo 
of  wealth  and  ibirit,  or  a  nic*t\  fear*/ 
cxjnteinp*  aufl  ridfetiici  An  emuiriri&u/oi 
the  \iTite  of  foHy,  or  tbc  dic^  of  ti^ 

iiyghgf  ioda.  . 

1  am,  Sir, 

Voui  humble  Servant. 


N^LVIII.    SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  6,  1750. 


CL'RT  ,1   VESCTf.   '^^UlD    SIMTLB    ABEST   IIEI. 


Holt. 


»r7,  wrir.T  tn  htaps  kts  vi'icKtP  wealth  ascends^ 

i-T.  ir   y.nt  r,]'  ills  WISH  !•:  r.sE'^3*D; 

TJIT.RE's  JOMETHING  WANTIKC  LTILL  Tb  MAKE  R]M  ■LE1S*1>. 


AS  the  Io»".' of  ?»Ioney  has  h\:cT.,  in 
all  ages,  cnc  of  il.c.  ralPons  ih.:t 
have  given  j;ri.:it  ili!huh.ir..:c  to  t!ic  i:u:T- 
qtiillii)  of  the:  v.v.:l'L,  tl-..ie  I-?  do  io^Och 
more copioulTy  ticjtcd  by ih-.*  :,m  wn:  n-io- 
ralifts  th:in  the  foUy  of  dcv.Mr.^'.htiK-.rt 
to  the  atci:rr.ul:itioii  of  rich',  i;.  'T'l-y 
who  are  acq\i:ii»ted  with  ihci:  a'iii.ors 
ntL'd  not  l)c  ti 'id  how  riches  ji.ciic  pity, 
contempt,  or  Kpror.ch,  v/l.:  never  tlicy 
arc  mentiontdj  wlih  what  nuuibvT.uf 
cxamj.tcs  the  dcingcr  of  lHrj;e  f-ciTciTicns 
is  illufnal'.'J;  ^nd  iio\v  all  ihc  jkducig  of 
rcnib'i  :i;.d  Licqu.nct  ha\c  been  cxliauu- 
ed  in  cndciivoiir-  to  wwiiciilc  .i  dciirc, 
which  feems  to  h:ivc  iiitrciichcd  itfclf  loo 
ftrongly  in  the  mind  to  be  driven  out, 
anti  which,  jierhaps,  had  not  loil  its 
power,  cvsii  over  thofe  .vho  c!t claimed 
a^rat r.ll  ii,  but  would  have  Irokcn  out 
Jn  the  poet  or  the  iuge,  If  ii  had  been  ex- 
cited by  opportunity,  an;f  invi^';onUcd  by 
the  approxii.-iuilon  of  it'^  proper  object . 
l,i!iir  aiiiumcnts  have  been,  indeed, 
fa  \jrfncccfsful,that  Iknow  not  whether 
it  cin  be  iLewn,  thatljyall  the  wit  and 
rcafon  which  this  favourite  caiifc  has 
called  forth,  a  Lngle  convert  was  ever 
mnde;  that  even  one  inan  has  rcfufed  to 
be  rich,  when  to  be  rich  was  in  his 
power,  from  the  convifiion  of  the  great- 
er ha|]piiicfs  of  a  narrow  fortune ^  or 
4UburmcnQxl  himkH  of  wealth,  vrhsa  he 
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had  tiled  it's  incf  ileludes,  merely  to  en- 
jv  -  the  prrace  and  leifurc,  and'fecority 
of  !£  mtan  and  iinonvicd  ftatc. 

L  is  tr:o,  'M;«Iccd,  that  many  lent 
pc^.;'LT£\ed  cpportunitics  of  zarfingdinn- 
f  J  .'OS  to  hor  -j:?rs  and  to  wealth,  andte- 
jcjcc!  the  kliidfft  offers  of  fortune:  but, 
iv.)A\ V cr  thtir  ntedcTaiioii  may  fcfc  boaft- 
erf  1  y  thern'fc'.v?*-,  or  admired  t?y  fnchn 
on'y  view  thtm  at  a  diilancc,  it  will  be, 
p_'i  hjp3,  fcldom  fotJTKJ  that  thry  TaJne  . 
riches  Icfs,  bnt  that  they  drc-arf  bboor 
or  danger  niott  than  udters;  they  are 
unable  to  roufe  themfclves  to  aClioa,  !• 
ftrain  in  the  race  of  competition,  or  to 
fHiid  the  fhock  of  contel^^  bat  ikm^ 
they,  tha-efoiT,  drclrtiethctfulof  dhnb-  ^ 
Ing,  thty  nc-vcithelcfs  wilh  thcmi^Tes  ' 
aioft,  and  would  willingly  enjoy  what 
tlicy  dare  not  fciae. 

6tbcT»  luvc  retired  from  highftations, 
and  voluntarily  condemned  themfehes 
to  privacy  and  obfcuiity.  Bnt  even 
thefc  will  not  afford  many  ciccafiuni  tf 
triumph  to  the  philofc^her;  for  they  hove 
commonly  eitlwr  quitted  that  ofdyifhich 
thc}'  thought  themfehres  unable  to  hM% 
and  prevented  difgracc  by  lefigMUkm; 
or  they  have  been  induced  to  try  nei^ 
meafures  by  general  inconihmc^r,  whiek 
always  dreams  of  hap^meis  m  noTdtft 
or  by  a  doomy  difpontum,  ^ich  it  mi* 
gufted  in  the  fame  degtce  witlt  ckk]^ 
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InlKR  evvry  fcene  of  life  to 
i  foon  ms  ic  18  beheld*  Such 
d  high  and  low  ftations  equally 
(atisfy  the  wifties  of  a  diliem- 
td,  and  were  unable  to  (helter 
s  in  the  clofeft  retreat  from 
tment,  iblicitude,  and  mifery. 
ough  thefe  admonitions  have 
negle6ted  by  thofe  who  either 
ichcs,  or  were  able  to  procure 
is  not  laihly  to  be  detci-mincd 
arc  altogether  without  ufc;  for 
the  greateft  part  of  mankind 
oniincd  to  conditions  compa- 
nean,  and  placed  in  fitiiati.ms 
ch  they  naturally  look  up  with 
IC  eminences  before  thorn,  tho(e 
nnnt  he  thought  ill  en\]iioYcd 
r  adnnniftcred  remedies  to  Aif- 
ilmoil  univerfal,  by  /hawing, 
t  we  cannot  rtach  may  very 
orborn,  that  the  inequality  of 
3n,  at  which  wc  murmur,  is 
oft  part  lefs  than  it  iccms,  and 
srreatnefs,  which  we  admire  at  a 
has  much  fewer  advuntages, 
h  lefs  fplendor,  when  we  ane 

0  approach  it. 

le  btifmefs  of  moralifts  to  dc- 
lauds  of  fortiuK,  and  to  /how 
impofts  upon  the  carelefs  eye, 
•k  fucce(fion  of  (hadows,  which 
ik  to  nothing  in  the  gripe;  that 
ifes  life  in  extrinfick  ornaments, 
-ve  only  for  ihow,  and  arc  laid 
the  houTB  of  folitude  and  of 

and  that  when  greatnefs  afpires 
felicity  or  to  wifilom,  it  fliakcs 

diftin^ions  which  dazzle  the 
id  awe  the  fupplicant. 
r  be  remarked,  that  they  whofe 

1  haft  not  afforded  ihcm  the  light 
or  religious  in  ft  ruction,  and 

:&.  all  their  ideas  by  thi:ir  own 
1  dlgeft  thein  by  their  own  un- 
nn,  ieem  to  confider  tliofb  who 
1  m  ranks  of  remote  fuperiority, 
another  and  higiier  i'pccies  of 
As  themiclvcs  havo  known  lit- 
miicry  than  the  c<ftifequenccs  of 
Cf  are  with  difficulty  pcrfuaded 
DB  there  IS  wealth  tnere  can  be 
cxr  diat  thoie  who  glitter  in  dig- 
i  glide  along  in  aiHuence,  can  be 
M  with  pains  and  cares  like 
ich  lie  hmvy  upon  the  reft  of 

jmudice  ii,  indeed,  confined 
iicft  mauincft  and  the  darkcft 
tj  but  it  U  To  confiMd  only  be« 


caufe  others  have  been  fhown  it^s  fdl^ 
and  it^s  falfehood,  becaufe  ic  has  been 
oppofed  in  it^s  progixfs  by  hiftory  and 
pnilolbphy>  and  hmdered  from  fpread« 
ing  it's  infe^ion  by  powerful  pneierva- 
tivcs. 

Thedo^rinc  of  the  con temptof  wealthy 
tliough  it  has  not  been  able  to  eztinguifti 
avarice  or  ambition,  or fupprefs  thatre->> 
lu6lance  with  which  a  man  pafTes  bis 
days  in  a  Rate  of  infin-iority,  muft,  at 
If  aft,  ha\'eniade  the  lower  conditions  lefs 
grating  and  wenrilbmc,  and  has  confc- 
quently  comrib\ited  to  the  general  fixu- 
rity  of*^life,  by  hiriden'ng  that  fi'aud  and 
violence,  rapine  and  circumvention, 
which  muft  have  been  produced  by  an 
unbounded  cagemcfs  cf  wealth,  arifing 
from  ^n  imfhakcn  convi«flion,  that  to  be 
rich  is  to  be  happy. 

Whoever  finds  liimlclf  incited,  by 
fome  violent  impulfe  of  paiTiun,  to  pur- 
fue  riches  as  the  chief  end  of  being,  muft 
furely  be  [o  much  aloiined  by  the  fuc- 
celTive  admonitions  of  thofc  whofe  ex- 
pe:*ience  and  fagacity  have  ii-coirjnciiiltd 
them  as  tlie  guides  of  mankind,  as  to 
ftop  and  conhder  whether  he  is  al)oi:t  to 
cni;agc  in  an  undci  taking  that  will  re- 
ward hi»  toil,  and  to  examine,  before  he 
ni(hc8  to  wealth,  tlirough  right  and 
wrong,  what  it  will  confer  when  he  has 
acquired  it;  and  this  examination  will 
fddom  fail  to  reprefs  his  ardour,  and  iv« 
fcird  his  ralence. 

Wealth  is  nothing  in  itfclf;  it  is  not 
ufcfiil  but  when  it  departs  from  us;  it's 
value  is  found  only  in  that  which  it  caa 
purchafe,  which,  if  wc  fuppofcitputto 
it's  bcft  ufe  by  thofe  that  poileu  it, feenis 
not  much  to  deiervre  the  dcfue  or  envy 
of  a  wife  man.  It  is  certain  tliat,  with 
regard  to  corporal  enio)'ment,  money 
can  ncitluT  open  new  avenues  to  plcafuic 
nor  block  up  the  paffages  of  anguiih. 
Difcafe  and  infinnit)-  ftill  continue  to  tor* 
turc  and  ciifeehL',  perhaps  cxafpcrated 
by  luxury,  or  promoted  by  foftncf^;. 
W^lth  refpeot  to  ihc  mind,  it  has  rarely 
been  obfervcd,  that  wc.ilth  contributes 
much  10  quicken  the  difcemment,  en- 
large the  capacity,  orele\'ate  the  imagi- 
nation; but  may,  by  hiring  flattery,  or 
layini;  diligence  •afl^.'ep,  confirm  error, 
and  harden  ihipidity. 

Wealth  cannot  confir  gresrnefs,  for 
nothing  cnn  make  thuC  ^i--r*  which  the 
dtxree  of  nature  has  orilnini-.l  to  Ise  Uc- 
tle.  The  bramble  m:>.y  be  ^>lacud  in  a 
bot-b«dy  but  call  rxvsf  Lccv^iu^  ;u[i  cra!L. 
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Even  mTilry  itfclf  is  not  abtc  to  give 
tlzatdigr>i*y^'hicb  it  happenvUPt^o  nnd, 
but  opprtjiics  ictrhlc  jnindj,  thon-jh  it  may 
<ic?alt  thv;  ftcong'.  T\\t  vroAd  has  hcin 
I^OTcrrtki  in  iht  name  of  Jtirt^,  whole  e*- 
iftcncchas  Ii^ii-cdv  Ixjupeireivct  hynry 
real  cJ^t'^Ts  liL'jond  thrli'  owr,  p;i];ic<.s. 

When  thtivt'orc  xh^-.  riclnx:  of  wcaith  h 
fikinpr  hoMutthv  !uir:,li;i  Ti:iloi)k.  rcnmd 
atul  ist  bow  it  t>jiLnic»  ujiui:  Liiofk;  whoic 


induflry  or  fortuTi?  h%t  obtaiiKd  k. 
When  wi:  find  them  opprcftcd  wiik  tUr 
nwn  abunH:inct:,LuxunoiUMritlioaf  fdki- 
liir^,  idle  ^xnchout  n/e^  impatkntttd 
f^uvrulmis  in  themf^IvF^i  and  tldpiU  « 
haled  hy  the  lelt  of  mant^ind^  we  Aott 
Joon  be  convinrL'd  ihit  if  the  reil  tuu 
uf  our  condition  are  fatitfied,  thererr- 
Tnain^illttJr  to  he  fought  with  folicitOlki 
or  deiiitd  whh  cagtrncT*. 


N"  LIX.    TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  9,  1750. 

i^r  ArT9_rin  ritAtr  malum  rm  vitJinATtvAir, 

Ua    ^t:Elt  I  LAM    HAT.CVnKKSqjUE    rit^GNILK    TACIT  t 

\i:e    TAlinSWrT   LEMTfiA    SAIA   SUA, 
51kA^^,  II    ^I    ]SCLUfD|t>ULDJrAT<^UK    V.Iv»STUAT    IN  TV  If 

Ovid, 

c-r^?iii'i  ^Ttivfi  fifT,  GIVES  II  aftte  td  oiTvcriKr; 
tUkTM  iic>(k  tx^  wh  ETCHEDTnn'^KK  EaunHTVILltrj 
iitiNi  c  mr  r  4  .^NT1AN  uHiir  fit  fat  k  uErLmiti, 
ai:d  vrSTi.  his  sou  how  totki.  llmmaw  tHOhJi«i 

IN    VAIN    DY   >EeUEC\    WE  WOULD  A^SUAGE 

OVR   LARKbj   C'NL  CAL*!),    T»KY   GATHER   TEKrOLD  lACE. 


IT  is  common  to  cliftingitifh  men  by 
the  names  of  nntmals  which  thej*  are 
Itippoffd  to  rtfcmble.  'Fhii^  a  hero  is 
frequently  tcnned  a  Lion,  :md  a  Itattfrnan 
:i  Fcx;  an  extortioner  pains  the  appella- 
tion of  Vult;:ri,  and  :i  fop  the  title  of 
Monkry.  nitre  is  alfo  amonjr  the  vari- 
ous anomalies  of  character,  which  a  fur- 
Tey  of  the  world  exhibit^,  a  fpecies  of 
beings  in  human  form,  which  may  be 
properly  marked  out  as  the  fcreech-owls 
of  mnnkind. 

Thcli.*  fcrcech-owls  {trcm  to  be  fettled 
in  an  opinion  that  the  {^rat  bnfmcfs  of 
life  18  to  con: plain,  and  that  they  were 
bom  for  no  other  pin  poiV  !h:in  to  dif- 
ttirlrtht-  happimfs  ot  othcr>,  to  lelll'n  the 
little  conif'jitjs,  and  fliorten  the  fhort  plea- 
lurrs  of  our  condition,  by  painful  rc- 
mcmbi'unctr'i  of  the  puft,  or  melancholy 
pro^oflick<;of  the  future;  rhrir  only 
care  is  to  cruUi  the  rifing  huys,  to  damp 
the  kindling  tr.mih(»rt,  and  allay  the 
gulden  hom  &  of  paiciy  with  the  hateful 
(inn's  of  ^icf  :md  fulpicion. 

To  tho::-  wholb  wenknef*  of  fpirit«, 
or  tiniidiiy  of  temper,  fubjc<^ls  them  to 
ucpr.flioi:-*  from  other!*,  and  who  arc 
■pt  to  iiiirr  by  falci nation,  and  catch 
Utt  cont:t)',ioD  of  niiliM-y,  it  is  extremely 
wahippy  toUfe  whldn  Ute  tom[KAfk  of  a 


F.  Lewu. 

fcrcech-cwl's  voice;  for  it  will  often  fill 
their  cars  in  the  hour  of  dejeflion,  ter- 
ri  fy  them  with  apprehenlions,  which  tlieir 
own  thoughts  would  never  have  produc- 
ed, and  laddcn,  by  intruded  lonrowS) 
the  (Uy  which  niik^ht  have  been  paAiniin 
amufements  or  in  bufmefs;  it  will  bar- 
then  the  heart  with  tmneceifary  difcon- 
tents,  and  weaken  for  a  time  tint  love 
of  life  which  is  neccfTary  to  the  vigor- 
ous jn-ofecut  ion  of  any  undertaking. 

Though  I  have,  like  the  relt  of  man- 
kind, many  failings  ai>d  weakncfles,  I 
have  not  yet,  by  either  friends  or  ene- 
mies, been  charged  with  fuperliitioni  I 
never  count  the  company  wnich  I  enter, 
and  J  look  at  tlie  new  moon  indiflmntly 
ov'jr  cither  ihouLler.  I  ha\'e,  like  noil 
otlicr  philoliiphcrA,  often  heard  the 
cuckoo  without  money  in  my  pocket,  and 
have  been  fometimc3  reproacned  as  fool- 
hardy for  not  turning  down  my  eye* 
wlien  a  ravi-n  tiev/  over  my  head.  I  ne- 
ver go  home  abruptly  becaufe  a  fnake 
crofles  my  v^'ay,  nor  have  any  particular 
divad  of  a  diina^krical  year:  yet  I  con- 
fefsthar,  with  all  myfcom  of  old  wo- 
men, andrheir  tal.-s,  1  confider  itasw 
unhappy  day  when  1  happen  to  be  greet- 
ed, in  the  mornicg«  by  Sulpirius  tbe 
i'crecch-owl. 

Ihive 
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t  now  known  Sufpiriiis  fifty- 
in  aivi  four  montlis,  and  have 
et  paiTcd  an  hour  with  him  in 
e  has  not  made*  fomt  attack  up< 
luiet.  When  we  were  firft  ac- 
1>  his  great  topick  was  the  mi- 
fouth  without  riches,  and  when- 
walked  out  together  he  folaccd 
,  a  long  enumet-ation  of  pleafnrcs, 
as  they  were  beyond  the  reach  of 
Tine,  were  without  the  verge  of 
ires,  and  which  I  ihould  never 
rnfidered  as  tlic  ohje6ls  of  a  wifli, 
.  his  unfcaiboablc  representations 
:hem  in  my  fight, 
iher  of  his  topicks  is  the  ncelc£l 
t,  with  whicii  he  never  fails  to 
very  man  whom  he  fees  not  emi- 
f«>rtiinatc.  If  he  meets  with  a 
officer,  he  always  informs  him 
Ivmen  whofe  peribnal  courage  is 
:ioned,  and  whofc  military  fkill 
s  them  to  command  armies,  that 
lotwiihdanding  all  tl&eir  merit, 
old  with  fubaltem  commifldons. 
jeAius  in  the  church,  he  is  always 
d  with  a  curacy  for  life.  The 
he  informs  of  many  men  of  great 
nd  deep  ftudy,  who  have  never 
opportunity  to  fpcak  in  the  courts : 
aceting  Serenus  the  phyfician— 
lodofy*  iays  he«  *  wlu&t,  a- foot  ftill, 
I  fo  many  blockheads  arc  rattling 
£ir  chariots?  I  told  you,  feven 
ago,  that  you  would  never  meet 
encouragement)  and  I  hope  you 
low  take  more  notice,  when  I  tell 
that  your  Greek,  and  your  dili- 
r,  and  your  honeily,  will  never 
e  you  to  live  like  yonder  apo- 
ly^who  prefcribes  to  his  own  fliop, 
augbft  at  the  phyfician." 
irius  hasy  in  his  time,  intercepted 
authors  in  their  way  to  the  ftage; 
ed  nine  and  thirty  merchants  to 
om  a  piofperous  trade  for  fear  of 
ptcy,  hroKc  off  an  hundred  and 
i  matches  by  prognoftications  of 
uiefsi  and  enaldcd  tlic  fmalUpox 

niDtteca  ladies,  by  perpetual 
of  the  lofs  of  beauty. 
never  my  evil  ftars  bring  us  toge- 
i  never  foils  to  rcprefeut  to  me  the 
f  my  purfuits,  and  informs  me 
aic  much  older  than  when  we  be- 
r  acquaintance,  that  the  infirmi- 
lecr^tisde  arc  coming  faft  upon 
twhatever  I  now  get  I  (hall  en- 

n  lattb  timcf  that  hmc  is  to  a 
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min  tottering  on  the  edge  of  the  grave  of 
ver)'  little  importance,  and  that  die  time 
is  at  himd  when  I  ought  to  look  for  no 
other  pleahircs  than  a  good  dinner  and 
an  eal'y-chair. 

Thus  he  goes  on  in  his  unharmonious 
fti-ain,  difplaying  prefent  miferies,  and 
foitrboding  moi'c,  wKriuofk^  ihi  ^«wt4^« 
f«f.  every  fy liable"  is  loaded  with  mis- 
foitune,  and  death  is  always  brought 
nearer  to  the  view.  Yet,  what  always 
raifes  my  refcntment  and  indignation,  I 
do  not  perceive  that  his  mournful  medi- 
tations nave  much  effe£l  upon  himfelf. 
He  talks,  and  has  long  talked  of  cala- 
mities, without  dilcovcring,  otlierwife 
than  by  tlic  tone  of  his  voice,  that  he 
feels  any  of  the  evils  which  he  bewails 
or  threatens,  but  has  the  fame  habit  of 
uttering  lamentations,  as  others  of  telling 
ftorics,  and  falls  into  expreffions  of  con- 
dolence for  part,  or  apprehen lions  of  fu- 
ture miichicfs,  as  all  men  Ihidious  of 
tlicir  eale  have  recourfe  to  thofe  lubje^s 
upon  which  they  can  moft  fluently  or  co- 
piouily  difconrle. 

It  IS  reported  of  the  Sybarites,  that 
tliey  deftroyed  all  their  cocks,  that  xhay 
ini;;ht  dream  out  their  morning  dreams 
without  dirturbance.  Though  I  would 
not  To  far  promote  effeminacy  as  to  pro- 
pole  the  Sybarites  for  an  example,  yet 
fmce  there  is  no  man  fo  corrupt  or  foolifh, 
but  fometliing  uiciiil  mny  be  learned 
from  him,  1  could  wi(h  that,  in  imita- 
tion of  a  iKi;].lc  not  often  to  be  co|>iLd, 
ftmie  Tw-gulaXions  might  be  made  to  «:x- 
cludc  fcreech-owU  from  all  company,  a* 
the  enemies  of  mankind,  and  confine 
them  to  fome  proptr  receptacle*  wlieie 
they  may  n\ini;le  fig'is  rt  leilliR',  and 
thiciccn  the  gloom  of  cue  another. 

*  I'hou  prophet  of  evil,*  fays  Homer's 
Agamemnon,  *  thou  never  fortlclleftme 

*  good,  but  the  joy  of  thy  heart  is  to 

*  p.-cdicl  mis  fortunes.'  Wi-oevcr  is  of 
the  fnme  temper  mi^ht  there  find  the 
mc :Mi$< if  indiitgmjr  his  thcuglitb,  and  im- 
proving his  vein  of  denunciation,  and  the 
flock  of  fcrecch-owls  might  hoot  together 
wiitiout  injury-  to  the  rell  of  ih^  world. 

\\t,  ihongh  I  have  fo  little  kindncfs 
for  this  dai'k  geneiation,  I  am  venr  far 
from  jnfcndin^-  to  debar  the  ibft  and  ten- 
der mind  from  the  privilege  of  C(rmplaln- 
ingx  when  the  ligh  riles  fi-om  the  dcHre 
not  of  gU'ing  p3in,  but  of  gaining  eafe. 
To  hear  complaints  with  patience,  even 
when  complaiats  are  vain^  is  one  of  the 
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dudes  of  friendfliip;  and  though  it  mu(( 
be  allowed  that  he  fuffien  rooft  like  a 
hero  that  hidet  his  grief  in  iilence— 

Spem  vttltuJimaUttfrtmlt  cltum  eerded^iorem. 
His  outward  fmiles  conccard  hit  inward fmart. 

DlYDBM. 

yet  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  he  who 
complains  acls  like  %  man,  like  a  focial 


being,  who  looks  for  help  from  hi 
low-creatures.  Pity  is  to  many  c 
unhapiiy  a  (burce  or  comfort  in  ho 
diftreUes,  as  it  contributes  to  recom 
them  to  themfelvcs,  by  proving 
they  have  not  loft  the  regard  of  o 
ana  Hea\'en  fcems  to  indicate  th< 
even  of  barren  compafTion,  by  inc 
us  to  weep  for  evils  which  wc  cam 
mcdy. 


N^LX.    SATURDAY,   OCTOBER  13,  1750. 

Q^riP  SIT    Pri.CHRrM,  Q.UID  TVR?B,    QVXD  UTII.t,    Q.C1D  KOK, 
lL£>jrS  BT   MKJ.IVS   CIIXYSIFPO  KT  CRANTORB  PICIT. 

Hon. 

WHOSE  WOPKS   THF    BBACTIFUL   AND   BASE   CONTAIN, 
«F    VICr    ASV   VlkTft   MiiRK    INSTIlUCTIVt   RULES, 

1  han  all  t]i£  sus£r  sacis  of  thb  schools. 

Francis. 


AL  L  joy  or  forrow  for  the  happlncfs 
or  calaniitics  of  othen*  is  produced 
by  an  act  of  the  imagination,  that  rca- 
Jiics  the  event  however  fictitious,  or  ap- 
pu^xiiuatcs  it  however  a-motc,  by  plarjng 
\i5y  for  7.  rime,  in  the  condition  of  him 
whofc  fortune  we  contemplate;  fo  that 
wc  fotl,  while  the  deception  lafts,  what- 
evtr  motions  would  be  excited  by  the 
fume  good  or  evil  happening  to  ourfelves. 
OurpafTions  ai'c  therefore  more  ftrong- 
ly  moved,  in  proportion  as  we  can  more 
re:i<Iily  adopt  the  pains  or  plenfurc  pro- 
|>ofed  to  our  minds,  by  rcco^^ni ling  them 
us  onco  our  own,  or  coniidLring  tiicm 
«\s  n:iU'raily  incidciu  to  our  Hate  of  life. 
It  i>  not  euly  for  the  moft  artful  writer 
to  give  us  :\n  interdt  in  h^ppincfs  or  mi- 
ll iT,  wliirh  wc  think   ounirivtrs   never 
tlktiy  to  t'tcl,  and  with  which  we  have 
jicvcr  ycL  hctn  mr.dc  acquainted,  liillo- 
liob  of  tiii:  downfal  of  kingdoms,  and 
icK'olutions  of  empires,  are  read  with 
tiruat  traii'.'.uillity;  the  imperial  tragedy 
plcalVs  commoii  auditor:^  only  by  it's 
p<.m))ororn:'.m?nt  and  grandeur  of  iik-as  5 
.  ;tnd  the  man  whole  faculties  have  been 
tcgroffcd  by  bulinefs,  and  whofe  heart 
jK'vcr  fhiltercd  but  at  the  rife  or  fall  of 
ittyck?,  v»onder3  how  the  attention  can  be 
K'LZccI,  or  the  atfcclion  ugiiattd,  by  :i  tale 
of  love. 

Thofe  parallel  circumftanccs  and  kin- 
.  drud  images,  to  which  we  readily  con- 
form our  minds,  are,  above  ail  other 
wiltings,  to  be  found  in  narratives  of 
.  the  lives  of  particular  perfons;  and  there- 
fore, no  ip;cie&  o£  wiiUng  fectas  mc^rc 


worthy  of  cultivation  than  Biog 
fmce  none  can  be  more  dclign 
more  ufeful,non  can  mf»re  cc^laii 
chain  the  heart  by  iiTefirtiblc  intcj 
more  widely  diffufc  in!*i-u6tion  U 
diverfity  of  condition. 

The  general  and  rapid  narrati 
hiltory,  which  involve  a  thou  far 
times  in  the  bufmcfs  of  a  day,  an 
plicate  innumerable  incitlents  • 
gixrattranfa6tion,  aftbixl  few  Icflc 
plicable  to  private  life,  which  deri 
comforts  and  it's  wfL-tchcdnefs  fr 
right  or  wrong  mana2:oment  of 
which  nothing  hut  their  frequenc) 
confiderablc,  *  Varnittji  nonfim 
*  iidie^  fays  Pliny,  and  which  c: 
no  place  in  thofe  relations  whicl 
defcend  below  the  confultation 
nates,  the  motions  of  annics,  : 
fchemcs  of  confpiratrr*!. 

I  have  often  ihou^fht  that  th 
rarely  pafTcil  a  life  of  which  a  iu 
and  faithful  narrative  would  not 
fill.  For  not  only  every  man 
the  mighty  mafs  of  the  u'orld,  gres 
bers  in  the  fame  condition  with  1 
to  whom  his  milbkes  and  mifci 
efcapes  and  expedients,  wonld  be 
nudiate  and  apparent  ufe;  but 
Aich  an  uniformity  in  the  ftate  c 
conlidei^l  apart  from  advcntitic 
leparable  decorations  and  difguil 
there  is  fcarce  any  pofTihility  of 
ill  but  is  common  to  human  ki 
great  part  of  the  time  of  thofe ' 
placed  at  the  givateft-dBAancebyi 
or  by  t(;mperi  mutt  unavoidabli 
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ti»  bmt  manner;  and  though,  when  the 
claims  of  nature  arc  fitisned,  caprice, 
aiKl  vanit}',  ami  acciiient,  begin  to  pro- 
dace  difcrimi nations  and  peculiarities^ 
yet  the  tyt  is  not  very  heedful  or  quick, 
which  cannot  difcovcr  the  f<ime  caufcs 
ftill  terminating  their  influence  in  the 
lame  effects,  tnough  fometimes  acccle- 
nted,  foinetimes  retarded,  or  perplexed 
hv  multiplied  combinations.  We  are 
£!l  prompted  by  the  fame  motives,  all  de- 
ceived by  the  lame  fallacies,  all  animat- 
(J  bv  hope,  obrtru6ted  by  danc:cr,  cn- 
tingled  by  define,  and  fcduced  by  plea- 
lb  re. 

It  is  frequently  objected  to  relations 
of  particular  lives,  that  they  arc  not  dif- 
tin^iihed  by  any  linking  or  wonderful 
^iciflitudes.  The  fcholar  who  pafled  his 
Ut  among  his  books,  the  merchant  who 
condufled  only  his  own  affairs,  the 
piitA,  whole  iphere  of  aflion  was  not 
extended  beyond  that  of  his  duty,  are 
confidered  as  no  proper  obje£ls  of  pub- 
lick  reearJ,  however  they  might  have  ex- 
celled m  their  feveral  ftations,  whatever 
might  have  been  their  learning,  integri- 
rv,  and  piety.  But  this  notion  arifcs 
frun  falfe  meafures  of  excellence  and 
dienity,  and  mull  be  ej*adicated  by  con- 
fi£rin?,  that  in  the  efteem  of  uncoiTupt- 
cd  TtiSm,  what  is  of  moft  ufe  is  of  moil 
Talue. 

It  is,  indeed,  not  impropei*  to  take  ho- 
nell  oiWantages  of  prejudice,  and  to  gain 
attention  by  a  cek-bi-atcd  name;  but  the 
biifmefs  of  the  biographer  is  often  to  pafs 
flightlyover  thofe  performances  and  in- 
riaents  which  produce  vulgar  greatnels, 
to  lead  the  thoughts  into  domeltick  pri- 
vacies, and  dUpIay  the  minute  details  of 
daily  life,  where  exterior  appendages  are 
aA  a(ide,and  men  excel  each  other  only 
Ky  prudence  and  by  virtue.  The  account 
of  Thuanns  is, with  great  propriety,  faid 
by  it's  author  to  have  been  wiitten,  that 
k  might  lay  open  to  pollerity  the  private 
ind  familiar  character  of  that  man,  r«- 
juM  iMg€mmm  gi  caiidbrem  gx  ipfiusjcrip^ 
Hs  fmmt  lAim  femfer  miraturi — whole 
candour  and  genius  will  to  the  end  of 
time  be  by  hit  writings  prelcrved  in  ad- 
ai  ration. 

There  are  many  invifiblc  circum- 
tucei  whichy  whether  we  read  as  en- 
quirera  after  natural  or  moral  know- 
(dgCv  whether  we  intend  to  enlarge  our 
Ifiace,  or  encreate  our  virtue,  are  more 
jnwaftanc  than  publi'ck  occurrences. 
Tmi  Mhiftf  the  great  mate*  of  &aturc| 
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has  not  forgot,  in  his  account  of  Cati- 
line, to  remark  that  his  <walk  tuas  nono 
quickj  and  again  Jhw^  as  an  indication 
of  a  mind  revolving  fomething  with  vio- 
lent commotion.  Thus  the  llory  of  Mc- 
lanflhon  aflPonls  a  llrlking  leflure  on  tlie 
value  of  time,  by  informing  us,  that 
when  he  made  an  appointment,  he  ex-. 
jK^led  not  only  the  hour,  but  the  minute 
to  be  fixed,  that  the  day  might  not  run 
out  in  the  idlenefs  of  lufpcnfe;  and  all 
the  plan*  antl  enterprizes  of  Dc  Wit  ai« 
now  of  lefs  ii:ij)ortance  to  the  world,  than 
that  part  of  his  perlonal  chara^Sler  which 
reprtfent<5  li!ui  as  cartful  of  bis  health^ 
a/It/  negiigait  of  kis  life. 

But  biography  has  often  bccri  allotted 
to  wiiteis  who  (cciii  very  little  acquaint- 
ed with  the  nature  of  their  ia(k,  or  very 
negligent  about  the  performai.ee.  They 
rarely  afford  any  other  account  than 
might  be  colleti^cd  from  publick  pa()crs, 
but  imagine  themlelves  willing  a  life 
when  they  exhibit  a  chronological  lerics 
of  aflion*  or  preferments;  and  fo  little 
i-egard  the  manners  or  behaviour  of  their 
heroes,  that  more  knowledge  may  be 
gainett  of  a  man's  real  charuilcr,  bv  a 
ftioit  converlation  with  one  of  his  ler- 
vants,  than  from  a  foimal  and  Itudied 
nairativc,  be^un  with  his  ^Kdigree,  and 
ended  with  his  funeral. 

If  now  and  then  they  condefcend  to 
inform  the  world  of  particular  fa6ls, 
they  are  not  always  lb  happy  as  to  feleft 
the  moll  important.  I  know  not  well 
wlut  ailvantage  pollerity  can  receive  from 
the  only  circumllance  by  which  Tickcll 
has  dilHnguifhcd  Addilon  from  the  refl 
of  mankind— /A/  irregularity  ofbisfklfc: 
nor  can  1  think  mylclf  overpaid  for  the 
time  fpcnt  in  reading  the  life  of  Mal- 
herb,  by  being  enabled  to  relate,  after 
the  learned  biographer,  thit  Mai  herb  ha  I 
two  predominant  opinions;  one,  that  the 
loofenefs  of  a  lingle  woman  might  dc- 
ftroy  all  her  boall  of  ancient  delirent;  the 
other,  that  tlic  French  !)cggars.  made  ufe, 
very  improperly  and  baibarou'ly,  of  the 
]>hrale  nohie  GenthmaK,  becauTe  cith«.T 
word  included  the  fenfe  of  both. 

There  are,  indeed,  foine  natural  rc:i- 
fons  why  thefc  nanativcs  are  often  writ- 
ten by  luch  as  were  not  likely  to  give 
much  inllrudlion  or  Jcli<',ht,  and  why 
moft  accounts  of  pariicuhr  pL-rlons  arc 
barren  and  ufelefs.  If  a  lite  be  delayed 
till  interelt  and  envy  arc  .il  an  end,  we 
may  hope  for  impartialitv,  but  mult  ex- . 
peel  little  ijQtelligence;  for  the  ia(.idcnt» 
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which  give  excellence;  to  biography  arc 
of  a  volatile  and  cvanefccnt  kind,  Aicli 
is  foon  efcape  the  memory,  and  arc  rarely 
tranfmitted  by  tradition.  VVc  know  how 
few  can  pourtray  a  living  acqiKiinUncc, 
except  by  his  raoH  prominent  and  ob- 
fervable  partiailaritits,  and  the  grolFcr 
features  of  his  mind  j' and  ii  may  be 
cafily  imagined  how  much  of  this  little 
knowledge  may  be  loll  in  imparting  it, 
snd  how  foon  a  fucccfllon  of  copies  will 
lolc  all  refcmbbnce  of  the  origmal. 

If  the  biographer  writes  from  pcr- 
fonal  knowlc-dge,  and  makes  hafte  to 
gratify  the  publick  curiofity,  there  is 
danger  left  his  intercft,  his  fear,  his  gra- 
titude>  or  his  tcndemefs,  overpower  his 
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fidL-iity,  and  tempt  him  to  conceal,  if 
not  to  invcjit.  There  are  many  who 
think  it  an  n8  of  pijty  to  hide  the  faults 
or  fr.ilin^s  of  their  friends,  even  when 
ihty  can  no  lont'er  fuiii.r  by  their  deuc- 
tion ;  we  thcrei ore  fee  whole  ranks  of 
chira^ters  ailorntd  with  uniform  pane- 
g)Tick,  and  not  to  Ik  known  from  one 
anuilicr,  but  by  cxtrinllok  and  cafiul 
circiimilancis.  *  Let  me  itmcmbcr,* 
lUys  Hale,  *  when  1  fmd  inylclf  inclia- 

*  td  to  i)iLY   a  cnminaJ,  that  there  is 

*  likewilc  a  pity  due  to  the  counlr)'.' 
If  we  owe  ix't^ard  to  llic  mcmoiy  of  the 
dead,  tiKiv  is  yet  more  rcfjieil  to  be 
paid  to  knowledge,  to  viiluc,  and  ta 
ti-uth. 


N^LXI.    TUESDAY,   OCTOBER  i6,   1750. 

FALSrs  HCNOE  JUVAT,  IT  MENPAX  INFAMIA  TCRRrT 
qjJEU  NISI  MtNDOSUM  ET   MENDACEM  ?        JJqj, 

yat.se  pkaist  can  charm,  vsreal.  5>hame  contkopl  ■ 

whom  but  a  vicious  ur  a  sickly  soul? 

Francis. 


TO  THE  RAMBLER. 

▼  T  is  extremely  vexatious  to  a  man  of 
M.  eager  and  ihirfty  curiofit)'  to  be  placed 
at  a  great  diftance  from  the  fountain  of 
intelligence,  and  not  only  never  to  re- 
ceive the  current  of  report  till  it  has  fa- 
tiated  the  greateft  part  of  the  nation ; 
"but  at  Inft  tofind  itmudded  in  it's  courfe, 
anil  corrupted  wiih  taints  or  mixtures 
fi  om  every  channel  tlirough  which  it 
jlowed. 

One  of  the  chief  nleafurcs  of  my  life 
is  to  hear  what  paflcs  in  the  world,  to 
know  wliat  are  the  fchemes  of  the  po- 
li::ck,  the  aims  of  the  bufy,  and  the 
hopes  of  the  ambitious  j  what  changes 
01  publick  meafures  arc  approaching; 
who  is  likelv  to  be  cniflied  m  the  colli- 
lion  of  parties  j  who  is  climbing  to  the 
t'op  of  power,  and  who  is  tottering  on 
t'u*  pi-ccipice  of  difgi-ace.  But,  as  it  is 
v.ry  romnion  for  us  to  defire  moft  what 
\v..  are  t'le  Icaft  qualified  to  obtain,  I 
have  futtVred  this  appetite  of  news  to 
cutgrow  all  the  gratifications  which  my 
jrelent  fituation  can  afford  it ;  for  being 
}'Iuced  in  a  remote  country,  I  am  con- 
c*cmncd  always  to  confound  the  futui'e 
V  idi  the  pafl,  to  form  promoftications 
cf  events  no  lonj^rer  doubtful,  and  to 
c^'ja/j'J^r  tbc  expediency  cf  Iclicmes  sd- 


rcr.dy  executed  or  defeated.  I  am  per- 
plexed with  a  ()erpctual  deception  in  my 
profpefls,  like  a  man  pointing  his  telc- 
IcojH.*  at  a  remote  ftar,  which  IxJorc  ihc 
lii^ht  reaches  liis  eye  has  forfaken  the 
pKiCff  from  which  it  wds  emitted. 

The  murtificaiion  of  being  thus  always 
behind  the  aitivt  world  in  my  n:fle£lion« 
and  diicoveries,is  exceedingly  aggravated 
by  the  petulance  of  tholc  whole  health, 
oibufii.efs,  orpleafure,  brings  them  hi- 
tiicr  from  London.  For,  without  con- 
fulering  the  inluperable  difadvantagcs  of 
my  condition,  and  the  unavoidable  ig- 
norance which  abi'ence  niiift  produce, 
they  often  treat  me  with  tlie  utnioll  fu- 
perci  i  ioufnefs  of  contempt,  for  not  know- 
mg  what  no  human  fagacity  can  difcover  \ 
and  Ibmetiines  feem  to  confidcr  me  as  a 
wretch  fcarcely  worthy  of  human  con- 
verfe,  when  I  happen  to  talk  of  the  for- 
tune of  a  bankrupt,  orpro|X)fe  the  healths 
of  the  dead,  when  I  warn  them  of  mif- 
chicfs  already  incurred,  or  wifh  for  mea- 
fures that  have  been  lately  taken.  They 
fetm  to  attribute  to  the  fuperiority  of 
their  intelle6ls  what  they  only  owe  to  the 
accident  of  their  condition,  and  think 
themfclves  indifputably  intitlcd  to  airs  of  - 
infolcnce  and  authori^^  when  they  find 
another  ignorant  of  ta£la)  which,  be- 
caufc  tXvev  tdiot^  va  ^  ^x«Xi  «&  iu«^- 
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sy  fnppolc  equally  public k  in  all 
ices,  and  known  where  they  could 
be  fl-en,  relateci,  no;  conjecVii:;!. 
:his  haughtineA  ih:y  arc  in:'.r":i 
ich  ei.roiira^'j:!  by  the  jvfjxcl 
:ht;y  receive  ainon^'Jl  u^i,  fo'  r.o 
iafon  than  I'.vit  th^y  conic  liom 
\.  For  no-4».t.n':rr  i-:  the  arrival 
of  thcfe  diiiL-nii.-.aiors  of  know- 
mown  in  \'-u:  co'.intry,  than  we 
about  iiii^i  frcrn  every  o/iartc;-, 
innuini  rahiv.-  enquiries  flatUr  him 
opinion  ot  his  own  importmce. 
s  himfclf  furrounJv'd  by  niuitl- 
who  propolb  their  doubts,  anil 
•cir  controvcrfics,  to  him,  as  to  a 
efcendcd  from  Tome  nobler  rtgion ; 
grows  on  a  fudd*. n  oi'acMloiis  and 
lie,  folvesall  difficulties,  and  lets 
•ilions  at  defiance, 
re  is,  in  my  opinion,  great  reafon 
poftinc,  that  they  fomctimes  take 
■ige  of  this  revcrcniial  modelly, 
poie  upon  ruftick  underllandings 
iali'e  fiiow  of  univcrlalintelligcnce; 

0  not  find  that  thej-  arc  willing 
themselves  ignorant  of  any  thing, 
ihcy  dilinifs  any  enquirer  with  a 

;  and  dccifive  anfw^r.  The  court, 
r,  the  park,  and  exchange,  are  to 
nen  of  unbounded  obfcn-ation 
'  familiar,  and  they  arc  alike  ready 
the  hour  at  which  Hocks  will  rife, 
minilh-v  be  changed, 
lort  reiidence  at  London  entitles  a 
knowledge,  to  wit,  to  poiitcnefs, 
a  defpotioc  and  diflatorial  power 
fcribing  to  the  rutie  muItl^vlde, 
he  condefcends  to  honour  with  a 

1  vifit ;  yet,  I  know  not  well  upon 
lotivcs,  I  have  lately  found  myfelf 
J  to  cavil  at  this  prefcription,  and 
3t  whether  it  be  not,  on  fome  oc- 
,  proper  to  withhold  our  vcnera- 
II  we  are  more  authentically  con* 
of  the  merits  of  the  claimant, 
well  remembered  here,  that,  about 
ears  ago,,  one  Frolick,  a  tall  boy, 
nk  hair,  remarkable  for  (baling 
nd  fucking  them,  was  taken  from 
uol  in  this  pariih,  and  fent  up  to 
1  to  fttidy  tlie  law.  As  he  had 
jnongft  us  no  proofs  of  a  genius, 
d  by  nature  for  extraordinary 
•aacesp  he  was,  from  the  time  of 
irture,  totally  forgotten ;  nor  was 
iy  talk  of  his  vices  or  virtues,  his 
-  hit  ill-fbrtuney  till  lalt  fummer 
:  burft  vpoa  us,  that  Mr,  FroUck 


was  rome  down  in  the  firft  po((-c|^ii(e 
w!i!i  b  this  village  had  feen,  having  tra- 
vciltd  with  liith  rapidity,  that  one  of  his 
]>o:t:!lons  hnd  broke  his  leg,  and  another 
iv.5n\Avjy  efcapctl  fuffocation  in  a  quick* 
in.d.  i5ui  thnt  Mr.  Frolick  fcemed to- 
tally unconc::rnp  I,  for  fuch  things  wcrs 
n?vor  hwdcd  at  London. 

Ml-.  Frolick  next  diy  appeared  among 
the  genrlw'inen  at  their  weekly  meeting 
on  th-:  bowiinjj-gr.^cnj  and  now  were  ieen 
the  cttci^s  of  a  Loudon  education.  Hit 
dri-fi,  hi-i  language,  his  ideas,  were  al| 
ntw  J  and  he  did  not  much  Aidcavour 
to  conceal  hi?,  contempt  of  every  thing 
that  differed  from  the  opinioi»s,  or  prac- 
tice, of  the  modifh  world.  He  OieweJ 
lis  the  deformity  of  onr  Jkirts  and  Heevesi 
infoi-med  i:s  where  hats  of  the  proper  Cae 
were  to  be  fold,  and  recommended  to  ut 
the  refonnation  of  a  thoiilknd  abfuixlities 
in  our  cloaths,  our  cookery,  and  our 
converfation.  When  any  of  his  phrafet 
were  unintelligible,  hecouldnot  fupprcft 
the  joy  of  contefled  fuperiority,  but  fw- 
quently  delayed  the  explanation,  that  he 
might  enjoy  his  triumph  over  our  bar* 
barit)'. 

When  he  is  pleafcd  to  entertain  ut 
with  a  ftory,  he  takes  care  to  crowd  into 
it  names  of  llreets,  fquares,  and  bulld<^ 
ings,  with  which  he  knows  we  are  un- 
acquainted. The  favourite  topicks  of 
his  dilcourfe  are  the  pranks  of  drunk- 
ards, and  the  tricks  put  upon  country 
gentlemen  by  porters  and  link-boys* 
When  he  is  with  ladies,  he  tells  them 
of  the  innumerable  plcafurcs  to  which 
he  can  intiwluce  them ;  but  never  faiit 
to  hint,  how  much  they  will  be  deficient, 
at  their  firft  arrival,  in  the  knowledge  of 
the  town.  Wliat  it  is  to  kno<w  the  toiun^ 
he  has  not  indeed  hitherto  informed  us  j 
though  there  is  no  phraf^  fo  freauent  ia 
his  mouth,  nor  any  fcience  wnich  he 
appears  to  think  of  fo  great  a  value,  or 
fo  dilficult  attainment. 

But  my  curiofity  has  been  moft  ea« 
gaged  by  the  iiecital  of  his  own  adven- 
tures and  atchievements.  I  have  heard 
of  the  union  of  various  cliara^ers  in 
finglc  pcrlbns,  but  never  met  with  fuch 
a  conilellation  of  &rrcat  qualities  as  this 
man's  narrative  a4brds .  Whatever  has 
diftinguiflied  the  hero;  whatever  has  ele- 
vated the  wit;  whatever  has  endeared 
the  lover;  are  all  concentei-ed  in  IVli-. 
Frolick,  whofc  life  baft,  foiCcNcwN^-w^^ 
b^cn  a  rtgularintcccVanneoi  Vcv\x\^^%« 
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dangfrs»and  wagg«rics>and  wlio  has  dif- 
tinguifhcd  himlclf  in  every  charaflcr  that 
can  be  feared,  envied,  or  adjiiired. 

I  qucftion  whether  all  the  ofEcers  of 
ihe  royal  navy  can  bring  together,  from 
all  their  journals,  a  colle£lion  of  fo  ma- 
ny wonderful  cicopes  as  this  man  has 
knovm  upon  the  Thames,  on  which  he 
has  been  a  thoufand  and  a  thoufand  times 
on  the  point  of  periihing,  fometimes  by 
the  ten'ors  of  foolifh  women  in  the  fame 
boaty  fometimes  by  his  own  acknow- 
ledged imprudence  in  pafling  the  river 
in  uie  dan,  and  fometimes  by  (hooting 
the  bridge,  under  which  he  has  rencoun- 
tered mountainous  waves,  and  dreadful 
^cataniAs. 

Nor  left  has  been  his  temerity  by 
land,  nor  fewer  his  hazards.  He  has 
reeled  with  giddinefs  on  the  top  of  the 
Momnnent;  he  has  crofled  the  ftreet  a- 
snidft  the  rufh  of  coaches;  he  has  been 
lurrounded  by  robbers  without  number; 
lie  hu  headed  parties  at  the  playhoufe: 
be  has  (baled  the  windows  of  every  toaft 
(}f  whatever  condition;  he  has  been  hunt- 
ed for  whole  winters  by  his  rivals;  he  has 
llcpt  upon  bulks,  he  has  cut  chairs,  he 
has  bilked  coachmen;  hebasrefcuedhis 
friends  from  the  bailiffs,  has  knocked 
clown  the  con(bble,  has  bullied  the  juf- 
tice,:  and  performed  many  other  exploits, 
that  have  filled  the  town  with  wonder 
and  with  merriment. 

But  yet  greater  is  the  fame  of  his  un- 
derftanding  than  his  braveiy;  for  he  in- 
Ibrras  us,  that  he  is,  at  London,  the 
-  eftabli/hed  arbitrator  of  all  points  of  ho- 
nour, and  the  decifive  judge  of  all  per- 
formances of  genius;  that  no  muiical 
|»erformer  is  in  reputation  tiU^  opinion 
of  Frolick  has  ratified  his  ]>retenfions; 
tiiat  the  theatres  fufpend  their  fentence 
tin  he  begins  the  clap  or  hift,  in  which 
all  are  proud  to  concur:  that  no  publick 
entertainment  has  failed  or  fucceeded, 
but  becaufe  he  oppofed  or  favoured  it; 
that  all  conrroverues  at  the  gaming-table 
are  referred  to  his  determmation;  that 
be  adjuih  the  cercmonial'at  evory  affem- 


bly,  and  prefcrihes  every  fafhion 
fuie  or  of  drefs. 

With  ever)'  man  whofc  name 
in  the  papers  of  the  day,  he  is  int 
acqikainted)  and  there  arc  very  i\r 
either  in  the  ftate  or  army,  of  w 
has  not  more'Q|-  lcf>  influcnred 
pofal.  He  has  been  very  frequent 
fill  ted  both  upon  war  and  peace; 
time  is  not  yet  come  when  the 
fhall  know  how  much  it  is  iiidt 
tlie  genius  of  Frolick. 

Yet,  notwithrtanding  all  thef( 
rations,  I  cannot  hitheito  pcrf\i.i 
felf  to  fee  that  Mr.  Froh'ck  ha 
wit,  or  knowledge,  or  courag 
the  reft  of  mankind,  or  that  any  1 
mon  enlargement  of  his  facult 
happened  m  the  time  of  his  a 
For  when  he  talks  on  fubjefts  kr 
the  reft  of  the  company,  he  has 
vantage  over  us,  but  by  catche: 
temiption,  briflcnefs  or  interne 
and  pertnefs  of  contempt;  and  tl 
if  he  has  (hmned  the  world  w 
name,  and  gained  a  place  in 
ranks  of  humanity,  I  cannot  bi 
elude,  that  either  a  little  underd 
confers  eminence  at  London,  or  ti 
Frolick  thinks  us  unworthy  of 
ertion  of  his  powers,  or  that  his  f 
are  benumboi  by  rural  (hipidity 
magnetick  needle  lofes  it*s  anim; 
the  polar  climes. 

I  would  not,  however,  like 
hafty  philofophers,  fearch  aftpr  d 
till  I  am  certain  of  the  effe6l;  an< 
fore  I  defue  to  be  informed,  ^ 
you  have  yet  heard  the  great  i 
Mr.  Frolick.,  If  he  is  celebn 
other  tongues  than  his  own,  I  fh 
lingly  propagate  his  praife;  but  i: 
fwelfed  among  us  with  empty 
and  honours  conferred  only  by  I 
I  ihall  treat  him  with  rultick  fi 
and  drive  him  as  an  impoftor  fr 
part  of  the  kingdom  to  ibme  n 
more  credulity. 

I  am,  S:c. 

KURl 
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N'LXII.    SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  20,  1750. 

NUNC  SCO  TKiyTOLXMI  CUPXKKM  CONSCENDXKT.  CVKKVIj 
MI&IT   IK  lONOTAM  ^Vl   KUDX   SEMEN  HOMVM: 

KONC    ECO  MXDEiS  VEI.LF.M  FK^CNAIE   PKACONEty 
^VOi  HABUIT   rUOIBNS  ARVA,  COKINTHE|    TUAJ 

M;NC    BGO   JACTANDAS  OTTARXM  SUMERX   PZMNAly 
»2VC   TUAS9PXKISU}    DADALX,SIVZ  TUAt. 

OriD« 

NflW  WOVI.D  I  MOUNT  HIS  CAR,  WHOSE  BOUNTEOVS  HAND 

riR^T  scuv'd  with  teeminr  srEi>  THE  purxow'd  LANDI 

KOW  TO  MEOXA*<i   DRAGONS  FIX   MY  KEINSy 

THAT   SV^IFTLY  BORE  HEE   FE  "M  CORINTHIAN  PLAINSj 

NOW  ON   n^.PAI  IAN  WAXEN   PINIONS  8TRAY1 

•«  THOSE   WHICH  WAFTED  P£B££U»  ON  HZI  WAT* 


TO  THE  HAMBLER. 

tIE, 

I  Am  a  young  woman  of  a  very  large 
tVirtiine,  which,  if  my  parents  would 
havt  hccn  perAiaded  to  comply  with  the 
nilrt  and  cuftoms  of  the  polite  pait  of 
niankind,  micht  lon^  tir.ce  have  raifed 
me  to  the  highcil  honours  of  the  female 
world}  hut   fo  ftrangely  have  they  hi- 
therto contrive:!  to  wade  my  life,  that  I 
STi  new  (.nihe  borders  cf  twenty,  with- 
ont  having   ever   danced    but   nt  our 
monthly  ^iiTtr.ibly,   or  been  toaftcd  but 
among  a  few  gentlemen  of  the  neigh - 
boiirhooti,  or  ftcnany  company  in  whWh 
it  was  w<rth  n  wifh  to  l>e  uillinguiihcd. 
My  faihcr having  impaired  his  patri- 
mony in  folic  iting  a  place  at  court,  at 
lajt  ^lew  wilt  enough  to  ceafehis  purluit; 
and,  to  repair  the  conla]\icnccs  o\'  ex- 
ptnLvc  ;ittwiidancc  and  negligence  of  his 
aifairt,  majTied  a  lady  much  older  than 
luinfeif,  whu  had  lived  in  the  fafliionable 
world  till  flie  was  conildei  ed  as  an  en- 
cumbrance upon  parties  of  plealiire,  and, 
a*  I  can  collet  from  incidental  infor- 
fnatioiis,  retired  from  gayaflemblies  juft 
tirnc  enough  to  cfcape  th'^  mortification 
of  univcrial  negli^t. 

She  was,  however,  ftill  rich,  and  not 
.  Vet  wrinkled.  My  father  was  too  diftrefs- 
fuliy  embarjaffca  to  think  much  on  any 
thing  but  the  means  of  extrication;  and 
though  it  is  not  likely  that  he  wanted 
ihv'  delicacy  which  polite  converfatlon 
will  always  produce  in  undcrftandings 
not  nmarxably  defc£llve,  yet  he  was 
eofitcnted  with  a  match,  by  which  he 
^■■gbt  he  fet  free  fitjm  inconveniencie^, 
'that  woM  hare  dktrvytd  sdl  the  pita* 


F.  Liwiu 

fures  of  imagination,  and  taken  fram 
fofniefs  and  beauty  the  power  of  delist- 
ing. 

As  they  were  both  fomewhat  di(ffufted 
with  thcur  treatment  in  the  world,  anil 
.married,  though  without  anv  diHike  of 
each  other,  yet  principally  for  the  faloe 
of  fetting  thcmfclves  fre%  from  depen- 
dence on  caprice  or  falLIon,  they  foon 
retired  into  the  country,  and  (kvotsd 
their  lives  to  rural  buunefs  and  diver- 
fions. 

The7  had  not  much  reafon  to  nemt 
the  change  of  their  fituatiunj  for  their 
vanity,  which  had  fo  long  been  torment- 
ed by  nc^lefl  and  difappointment,  was 
hcie  gi-atifed  with  every  hor.ourthat 
could  ^j  paid  them.  Their  long  fami- 
Ir.aity  with  publick  life  made  them  the 
oracles  of  all  thole  whoafpired  to  intel- 
lig-nce,  or  politencfs.  My  father  dic- 
tated politicks,  my  mother  preTcribed 
th^mod'j  j  and  it  was  fufficient  to  entitle 
any  family  to  Ibme  confideration,  that 
thry  were  known  to  vifit  at  Mil* 
Courtly's. 

In  this  ilate  the}' were,  toipeak  in  the 
ftyle  of  novel ifts,'  made  happy  by  die 
birth  of  your  coiTefpondent.  My  pa- 
rent?  had  no  other  cnildj  I  was  there- 
fore not  brov^'-berjtcn  by  a  faucy  brother^ 
or  loft  in  a  multitude  of  coheireflety 
whole  fortunes  being  equal,  would  pro- 
bably have  conferred  equal  merit,  and 
procured  equal  regard;  and  as  my  mo- 
ther v»as  now  old,  my  underftanding 
end  my  perfon  had  fair  play,  my  enqui^ 
rics  were  not  checked,  my  advances  to- 
wards importance  were  wotte^it^^^^'KcA. 
I  was  fgon  Offend  tg  ViW  m^  crwrv  o^jw- 

Ti\»tA« 
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nions,  aiv!  cnrly  p.cciiflcmefl  to  hear  inv 
own  praifcR. 

By  thcfc  acciilcntal  nilvar.ta^es  I  was 
much  exaUe*!  above  tlic  younjy  ladips 
with  whom  I  convcv^'d,  and  was  tivatcd 
by  them  with  ^rjat  dL-ftjcnce.  I  fsw  nono 
who  did  not  .'li:m  to  conFcfs  my  fupcri- 
ority,  and  to  be  held  in  awe  bv  the  fplen- 
iloiirof  myappc^.rance;  for  the  fonrlnefs 
of  my  father  made  himfelf  plcaftd  to 
fee  mc  dn.flld,  and  my  motlicr  hnd  no 
vanity  nor  exp-ncvs  *.>  irnid'  i  her  fruin 
concMrrini:;  with  l.i,  iiitiinitions. 

Th-.-i,  "VJr.  K:i:i.'^.ln-,  I  lived  without 
murh  d».*fiic  ufi;:i-  ;i!jy  lliirr.;-  l^.cyond  tlic 
circle  of  our  vilit*>i  and  luit  I  iJiould 
have  Cfisieriy  ronlinutd  to  p')ition  out 
my  tir.ir  nmong  my  bo/.)k: ,  and  my  nee- 
dle, and  mv  company,  had  not  my  n«- 
liofiLy  bi.n  ^vxry  momtnt  cxcilcd  hy 
lac  conv«;rl".ition  of  my  parents,  who, 
whenever  th  -y  fit  down  to  familiar  prat- 
tle, and  end.avovir  thu  cr.tertainmcnt  of 
each  oili:;-,  ir.; mediately  Iranfpoit  ihcm- 
feivisto  Lon^Ion,  and  relate  fomt- adven- 
ture in  a  h:Ki:ney-coach,  fonic  frolick  at 
a  maltiU.-ja-!',-,  f-  ::-.c  convi^Iiit'on  ir.  the 
Park,  cv  iV.ni.'  (juari-ci  at  nn  animoly; 
difplay  the  in:ii:.-.ii!CL"n«:e  of  abirth-nicht, 
.xcbtc  th'j  ru'itjueiU  of  maids  of  honour, 
or  pive  a  hil^ory  of  divcrfions,  (hows, 
Bna  cnlerlainmeni'i,  which  I  had  never 
known  but  from  ih'.'ir  accoimts. 

I  am  ic  wi.il  vtdld  in  the  hlltory  of 
the  gay  wi; rid,  that  I  cm  i elate,  with 
Cfreat  punOu.'liiy,  the  lives  of  all  tlic 
laitraceof  wits  and  be?i;tics;  can  enu- 
merate, wi:h  cxacl  chronclo^y,  the 
tvholc  fucctlTion  of  cclcbrat.tnl  fingers, 
muficians,  truij'-dipns,  ccmcdians,  and 
harlequins}  can  tcil  to  the  lali  twenty 
years  all  the  f.hant;cs  of  fafii ions  j  and  am, 

■  indeed,  a  complete  antiquaiy  with  re- 
ipe£l  tohead-djcfles,  dances,  and ojK-i-as. 

You  will  ca  fily  i  ir.apne,  Mr  Rambler, 

■  that  I  could  not  hear  thufc  narratives, 
..for  iixteen  years  together,  without  fuf- 

fering  fome  imprcflion,  aud  williing  my- 
.  ielf  ncaitr  to  thofe  places  where  evcrv 

hour  brings  fome  new  pleafure,  and  life 

is  diverfified  with  an  unexhauftedfucccf- 

£on  of  felicity. 

I  indeed  often  aikcd  my  mother  why 

ihe  left  a  place  which  me  recolle£led 

with  fo  much  delight,  and  why  (he  did 
.  not  vifit  London  once  a  year,  like  fome 
.  other  ladies,  and  initiate  me  in  the  world 

by  Showing  me  it's  amufemcnts,  it*8 
.grandeur,  and  it'i  variety.  But  fhe  al- 
mv/s  told  ac  that  the  Jays  which  (h« 


had  feen  ^^T^e  fuch  as  will  never  rami 
again;  that  all  diverfion  isnowdegcBe- 
rate.!,  that  the  converfation  of  the  pre- 
fent  age  is  infipid,  that  their  fafhions  are 
unK-crming,  tlicir  cuftoms  nbfurd,  and 
their  morals  comn>t;  that  there  is  so 
ray  left  of  the  genius  wliich  cnliglitened 
the  tijnes  that  flie  remembers;  that 
no  one  who  !iad  ietn,  or  heard,  the  an- 
cient pci-formiTs,  would  be  able  to  bear 
the  lun;;!ci-sof  this  defpicable  agej  and 
tli.it  thvii:  it  now  neither  poliiench,  nor 
plc.il'v.r,  rnr  virtue,  in  the  world.  She 
there  fo:  l  wifur-.'s  me  that  (he  conlulrs  my 
li.'.pp.:;c:<  h;,  Icocping  me  at  home,  fori 
/ho'dd  11  r.v  fmd  noUiing  but  vexation 
ai.  i  .hf,;;i:f,  and  (he  (hould  be  afhamtd 
to  !  .-L  me  pleafcd  with  fuch  fopperies  and 
tnH».  ,  ;i;  take  up  the  thoughts  of  the 
i*j :  u  !ir  ict  of  young  people. 

With  this  anfwer  I  was  kept  quiet  for 
icvt.!  al  years,  and  thought  it  no  gi-eat 
inconve:*.:encc  to  be  confined  to  thecoun-- 
tn,',  till  lall  fummera  young  gentleman 
and  hisfifter  came  down  to  pafs  a  few 
njonihs  with  one  of  our  rcighboun. 
T!iey  had  generally  no  great  regard  for 
the  country  ladies,  but  diftinguiflied  me 
Iw  a  particular  complaifancej  and,  as  we 
grew  intimate,  gave  me  fuch  a  detail  of 
the  elegance,  the  fplendour,  the  mirth, 
the  hnppinefs  of  the  town,  that  I  amre- 
foK id  to  f^c  no  longer  buried  in  igno- 
rance and  obfcurity,  but  to  fliare  with 
f  jt  !uT  wits  the  joy  of  being  admired,  and 
dividr  with  other  beauties  the  empire  of 
tho  world. 

I  do  not  find,  Mr.  Rambler,  upon  a 
deliberate  and  impartial  comparifon, 
that  I  am  excelled  by  Belinda  in  Wuty, 
in  wit,  in  judgment,  in  knowledge,  or 
in  any  thing,  but  a  kind  of  gay,  lively 
familiarity,'  by  which  flic  mingles  witu 
ftrangcrs  as  with  perfbns  long  acouaint- 
ed,  aud  which  enables  her  to  dif|uayher 
|)owcrs  without  any  obftru^lion,  heHta- 
tion,  or  confufion.  Yet  flic  can  relat0 
a  thoufand  civilities  paid  to  her  in  pub- 
lick,  can  uroduce,  from  a  hundred  loverii 
letters  filled  with  praifes,  proteftations^ 
extafies,  and  defpairj  has  beai  handed  by 
dukes  to  her  cluur;  has  been  the  oc- 
cafion  of  innumerable  quandi  I  baBpai4 
twenty  vifits  in  an  afternoon;  hfiea  in? 
vited  to  fix  balls  in  an  eveninigy 
been  forced  to  retire  to  lo^ngs  r 
country  from  the  importunity  of  c 
fliip,  and  the  fatigue  of  pleafure. 

I  tell  you,  Mr.JUunbler,  I  wiU  1 


MBpOHl 

ijBen  in*  i 
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at.ii  rtiTill  i".  "^  t-ut  in  three  wco!:'.;  cm  t'-ic 
pr»r.".l  ex;>  "I'.'O".  T  iutiT..!  to  ]:■.■•_•  in 
pihiick,  aiv.l  *.o  crr/.vj  i-i:')  tlu- w!P*'.-r 
r.c:v  ^:I-.  l'.i:c  v/liic'i  r.\s\\v  cnn  p  r- 
c*m:o,  i:i.i  cvciy  honour  wliich  l»tuiity 

ll'.ii  tli'-i  til : lion <?  intirvLiI  how  fiiall  I 
er-:'..'r-2r  Civrvjl  you  '''lc-\l'V.'  thtMnili-.y 
•**:ivliy  by  loiiic  p!ca;inj  dv:i'cri;»:ior.  of 


t'i-  enfcrtr.Ii\PT»nf^  of  the  town?  I  tun 
rip:{,  IcjA  vAk,  I  i-.»!i  tl'.j.ik  oi' nothing 
c):';;  :^n^l  It'  voi  v.ili  ni-r  lucth  my  im- 
p.iti-.'V.T,  h.-:;;}if..n  r.iy  ifi'.?.s,  -riml  anl- 
r.i.iic  ir.y  h. •,;:.%,  you  ir.iy  \vii;c  {"or  tlioie 
V. ''.o  h'.iir  Ph.'  •  Icifu'C,  l)»it  arc  not  to 
c.:;».  ^r  :'t;  1  n;;'  r  ti.f  hiinonrof  bcinjj 
ic  :;i  !v  il'..:!';.  ( v  3  v.lil«..Ii  are  now  intent 
o.i'iv  Oil  coi»i.ii.tt.ii  and  dcl^^^ftion. 

Khodoclia. 


N^LXIIL   TUESDAY,   OCTOBER  22,  1750- 


H \ c •£ r. A T  s.*rr  nucEvrf.c, 
■-■.-r  r::crM  r:  :*.  v    .  j   'io:).\»  r.  i:r. .'   .'.Tf^ir  TETTiArcn." «:, 
\«v:a  MA<i?.A  r...Qi;rN3:  \:gi>.'j,  cit  :..;»;:  ^r ni;a  trii'i-.i,,  eT 

»NCHIA   SALI5   Pi-UI,    ETTOGA,    <i^L'-£  Dt.FLNOERE    FftlGUS^ 


^\.  AM  Vli  CR  AiSA,    QJ.EAT. 


HOR. 


XOW  WITH  T'.VO  HCNDRTP  'T.  AVF'.   ME  CROWnS   IITT   TRAiy; 
NOW  WALKS  \M  T  H  T  K  N  .     IN    I!  1  fl  IT   A  N  O  H  /.  U  C  K  T  V  STRAIN, 
AT    Mi>RN,    OF    KINGS  ANI>    C(; '.  TR  N  .:'.  S  iiT   IRAIt:} 
AT  NIGHT— *    A   FRt'CAL    TAJ^T-F,    i'    \  *-    FATKu! 
«     A    LITTLE   SHELL,  TirE   SAC:iKn   iALT    T->h,>Ii); 

*  and  clothes,  tuo'    ccacie,  to  k  e  i  p  m  t.  from  the  cold.* 

Francis 

oi>??-atir.?f  only  v.y.nn  the  thoushts,  itdii- 

tur!  b  r.  .v.-  b;»t   hijii  who  h::s  happened 

"niit  ir,  arl,  how».vcr  it  may  inter- 

t    ./'  ^'it,  1  •:  ki  ^  :'.:»  Titrack  on  piety 

o;'  virlj.:,  [  L-.:r.:i(.';  t'link  i*. lo  turcrimi- 

n:il  or  r:»li:iiIo;is,  hiii   ;I';:    it  may  dc- 

lli  vc  \\tmc  pity,  and  mhnit  ibme  cxciilc. 

That  all  are  cq^Kiiiy  happv,  or  mifc- 


to  a  : 
iv 


IT  h28  bc^rn  renriarkcd,  perhaps,  ]»y 
cvci-v  v.T-t.T  v.-ho  hr.s  left  bwhi;.-.l  l.ins 
cfijKTVjiions  npon  Itfj,  that  no  m:»n  is 
picirtrd  wirh  his  pri-l.-tH  fMtt;  \vi.l<h  ivp 
pjove  .  cqv.aily  nnlliLi-^t'-ictory,  lays  Ho- 
race, vh-iher  f.ilien  upon  hy  chance,  <:r 
dic'T'-'th  delibcntion;  we  are  always 
«iir^-..l*.i'vl    with   loine   circumlhincc  cr 


otlur  cf  our  fitiiation,  and  imai^inc  iho     r-hle,  I  lup'K^fe  no.ie  is  lufhcvntly  en- 


Cvnrliiicn  of  others  mcjre  abundant  in 
bliirin5>,  or  Icfs  ex  poled  to  calaniitlcs. 
T!*.i"s  iinivcrfal  ilii'contcnt  has  bv.cn 
gcntrally  mentioned  wi;h  t;rcr,t  kvcriiy 
of  ten f«  I-;,  a*  iinic:  lorable  in  iifcif, 
firct  of  two,  equally  envious  of  each 
other,  Ijoih  cannot  have  the  larj^cr  (hrr.! 
rf  happinef*,  and  a<«  tending  to  1 1  as  k  n 
life  %vith  iinneccjT::ry  {rloom,  by  \vi:h- 
(irawint^  our  minds  trom  the  coniempia- 
tion  and  tnjoymcnt  of  that  happiruls 
which  our  ilate  alTordii  us,  and  iixiiig 
c".  ■■     ■■  ;■  ■!     foiti^'n    f.'y-jci.':, 

V.  niy  behold  to  dcpicl-i  cur- 

mvreaio  our  miicry  by  injii- 

hion  of  the  fclicit}'  of 

at^  In  the  heait,  Jo  as 

fToUitiona  of  obtain inp^,  at 

riot,  t!ic  conditit;n  to  wIvIjIi 

kiccndcnt  privdcgcs  arc  rup|x>/*.d 

C^ticxHj  when  it  burlU  into  ac- 

f  «ul  ^radiicM  fraud,  violence,  niul 

ftcft  H  it  to  be  piirlucrl  with  a//  v'"» 


thnfiaiHral  tonrun!?.'i-j  becaule  thoii;:h 
v^'u  cannot  ;u«.'rc  of  x\\c  condition  \ii 
others,  yet  cv?:y  nir,n  has  found  uv- 
(jiur.t  viciilituJc*  inhis  (mn  ftatc,  an. I 
niiili  ihcreforo  be  Ci^uvincLd  that  lif:;  m 
ful'cipiilile  of  nUiie  or  Ids  feilcitv. 
\Vh-it!:en  fh:.;i  forbid  us  to  cndcavoia* 
ih*  :'Uera/:onof  that  which  is  capable  of 
beii'is^  inii)rnMd,  ::nd  to  j^rafp  at  au^- 
inc n . ■  1 .  i ■. , J : A  of  i;oovl ,  \\  1 1 .  n  wc  k now  it 
polii!?li'to  he  incnn'lVd,  and  believe  that 
any  p.irticul::r  ch:sn;;e  of  fituacion  will 
iiicr-.Til:  \\  ? 

If  l-.^"  'Ji:.t  finds  himfclf-  uncr.fy  may 
rer.fonAbly  ni:;ke  '  lln:ts  to  rid  hiinfelf 
f : •?: •  1  vc -■: ::  1  ■  c V. ,  ail  i :: - r ! 1 1  n: i  hr ve  a  \w f- 
iicicr.l  pi.  ;  !'*r  i-..-..:  (ij.;u\*  of  ivfih:!- 
nels,  a:id  tiv:  i'u^lt  l.^;:-.:-  :i;  be  little 
nior.- ;).  .n  too  riiv.-.h  \\.'.\'..\\  yof  conclu- 
ilcn  in  favji:;-  c.\  :'.?:n  :  lii; ,  vaa  yet  cx- 
]"k.'i icr.c;  I,  «r.{l  \(nin-  n  *.  \\:.  hni.Js  tob-j- 
J'cx"j  f'.ar  t:iL  rv"  ly  '  "li'-ioiirow!!  ^aC- 
fion-  :;n.l  a.;. p.*. .;.  \  \\>  .c.v.C'. ,  "v:-  V.\;j^i-^\\. 
T »: vT.  I : • .  by  ; . :  r'vAt  \V  j.\  c 'a\\\V; >^v\^  <-v\v\  - 

ii;.i   c.iiC.'-i. «.-.-. 

T  ^^ 
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3,  indeed,  frequently  difcovcred 
"by  i;:.,  that  we  complained  too  hiilllyof 
pc-cniiar  h:rdlliips,  and  imaj;Inc  I  oiir- 
lelvcs  dittlr.r,uimo<l  by  c;nbaii".:rni;;nls, 
in  whleh  c,i\\cr  clafTcs  of  men  arc  equally 
entangled.  We  often  change  a  lij;hter 
for  a  greater  evil,  and  wifli  ourfclves  rc- 
ftored  again  to  the  ftate  from  which  wc 
thought  it  defirablc  to  be  dclivcTv-d. 
Jiut  thii  knovvLd^ie,  though  it  is  eafily 
jfalned  by  the  tn.il,  i;  riot   alway-i   at- 


taiinblo  any  olhcr  wny; 
c.in.;.'t  ju'tiy  bo  repicncl 


n:l  thai  error 
cl,  v.'r.Ich  Ka- 
fon  couU   not  obviate,    nor  prudence 
avoid. 

To  t'ikc  a  view  at  once,  diilin.^  and 
conprt-henfivc  of  huiTnin  life,  with  all 
it's  intj'.cacies  of  cor-ibinaliun,  and  va- 
rietits  nf  connexion,  is  beyond  the  pow- 
er of  mortal  intelligences.  Of  the  ihte 
with  which  practice  ha;,  not  raquainted 
lis,  we  fnatch  a  i-jimpic,  we  difccrn  a 
pcinf,  an.-i  rcgulMre  ih*;  rcil  byp'i.Tion, 
and  by  f-'.ncy.  In  this  enquiry  cveiy 
f'lvourite  prejuii'.C',  every  InnaU*  di^I'nv, 
5S  bnfy  to  ('cc  ivc  us.  We  arc  unhnppy, 
at  lealV  Icfs  happy  tlip.n  our  iiaturekeins 
to  admit;  we  neccflarily  defne  the  ]ne- 
lior:'tion  <if  our  let;  what  wc  tlefire,  we 
ve;y  rcafonably  feck,  and  what  wc  fe-wk 
wc  arc  nacii rally  ta^^tr  to  believe  ihit  wc 
have  f'.uiid.  Our  conHdcn«-c  is  often 
rlilappoinied,  but  our  rcLilVn  is  not  con- 
vlnci.-<l;  and  tV.ire  is  no  ni'n  who  docs 
not  hope  fur  fofneihing  which  b.e  has 
not,  thou;;Ii  j  srhrps  his  v-'IHies  lie  un- 
;!  fi  ive,  becau  fe  he  fore  fees  Uu  d  I  fiicul  ty 
cf  aitainmtnt.  As  .'inong  the  nume- 
rous ftudcnioc.r  lle:i,iLt!ck  philofopliv, 
not  one  appears  la  i:avc  deufted  from 
the  talk  of  tranfirutaiion  fiom  conviction 
of  il*s  im}X)fnbilily,  but  from  wcarinefs 
rf  toil,  or  impatience  of  delay,  a  broken 
bcdvi  or  exhaufted  fortune. 

Irrcfoluiion  and  mutability  arc  often 
aht  faults  of  men  v.hofcvicws  arewitle, 
and  whofe  imr.-iaation  is  vigorous  and 
excurfivc,  bccai;^-:  t'lsy  cannot  confine 
their  rhou^rhts  within  their  own  boun- 
<lari::s  of  allien,  butarecontinuallyranjif- 
ingovcr  ail  the  fceiics  of  human  cxill, 
cncc,  and  cor.n  -uicntly  arc  often  i\pt  to 
corceivc  that  thi'vfall  upon  new  rL:;ions 
of  plcafure,  and  Ilart  new  poffibilitics 
©f  hjppinifs.  Thus  they  are  bufied 
v/ith  a  perpetual  fucccdion  of  fchrmcs, 
nnd  \K:'~'i  their  lives  in  alternate  elation 
and  follow,  foi-  v^ant  of  that  calm  and 
iii)movc:tble  acquicfcence  in  their  con- 
€//t/oii  by  which  men  of  /lower  undct- 
iUuding^  sure  £xed  for  tvei"  to  a  certain 


point,  or  led  on  in  the  pin  In  b?r.t--il 
trp.rk  which  their  fiirlurs  and  grand- 
fne ;  have  trod  b-.forc  tlicm. 

Of  two  condition.^  of  life  equally  in- 
viting to  thf'  prolpcft,  that  will  always 
have  the  difailvantagc  which  v^x  have  al- 
ready tried;  l.ccaufe  the  evils  which  we 
have  felt  we  cannot  extenuate;  and 
though  we  have,  perhaps  from,  nature, 
the  power  as  well  of  aggravating  the 
calamity  which  we  fear,  as  of  l:.vic:lit- 
tning  the  bkfTing  wecxpcct^  yetir.  tln-fe 
mc'IItations  which  we  indulge  by  choicr, 
and  which  are  not  forcetl  ujwn  the  mind 
by  nfceflity,  we  have  always  the  art  of 
fixing  our  regard  upon  the  more  pleaf- 
ing  images,  and  fufter  hope  to  ailpoie 
the:  lights  by  which  wc  look  U]^n  fu- 
turity. 

The  good  and  ill  of  different  modes  of 
life  are  fonietimts  fo  equally  oppofeil, 
that  perhaps  no  man  ever  yet  made  his 
choice  belwcen  them  upon  a  full  convic- 
tion and  arlequatc  knowledge;  andthei^e- 
fiive'  fluctuation  of  will  is  not  more  won- 
derful, when  they  arc  propofcd  to  the 
eleflion,  than  ofeillations  of  a  beam 
charged  with  equal  weijihts.  The  mind 
no  fooner  imagines  ituMf  determined  by 
fome  jircvakrit  advantage,  than  forac 
convenience  of  equal  weight  is  difcover- 
ed  on  the  oth'.T  fide,  and  the  refolutionfli 
which  are  fuggeded  by  the  niccft  exami- 
nation are  often  repented  as  foon  as 
they  are  taken. 

Eumcnes,  a  young  man  of  great 
ahilitits,  inherited  a  laigc  eftatc  frora  a 
father  long  eminent  in  confpicuous  em- 
ployments. His  father,  haraflcd  with 
competitions,  and  pcrplexetl  with  mul- 
tiplicity of  bufinefs,  recommended  the 
?|uiet  of  a  private  fiation  with  fo  much 
brce,  that  Eumencs  for  fome  years  re- 
firtcd  every  motion  of  ambitious  wifiies; 
but  being  once  provoked  by  the  fight  of 
opprcfiion,  which  he  could  not  i-edrrfs« 
he  began  to  think  it  the  duty  of  an  ho- 
neft  man  to  enable  himfclf  to  proteft 
others,  and  gnidually  felt  a  defire  of 
greatnefs,  excited  by  a  thoufand  jirojeds 
of  advantage  to  his  country.  Hii  for- 
tune placed  him  in  the  l^^i^^iKiliiov- 
ledge  and  eloquence  ^m^^W^.*^ 
court,  and  he  pofleffed  tE]^^Ho|ity  * 
and  influence  which  he  had  rdfffi  Ui 
exert  for  the  happ^nefs  of  mankifliL 

lie  now  became  acquainted  with  ^i^N 
nefs,  and  was  in  a  fiiort  time  convnicedt  .V 
that  in  proportion  as  the  powc-r  of  doing ; 
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Ivimfelf  even'  moment  in  cjangerof  hcin^ 

either  letiuced  or  driven  iro:n  his  honeit 

purpoies.     Sometimes  a  friend  was  to 

us  gratified,  and  IbrK^timi'S  a  rival  to  be 

cruHiedyby  mcins  whicii  his  conicif:i'.cc 

could  not  apjuove.     Sometimes  he  was 

forccvl  to  comply  with  the  prejudices  of 

th>  pi;  Mick,    and  fomctimcs  with  the 

fch vines  of  the  miniltry.     He  vvui  hy 

dt;-;rce^  v.rcaricd  with  perpetual  ftai[^t(l'js 

to  unit";  jwlicy  anii  virtue,  and  went 

Iwck  <o  retirement  :is  the  fliolter  of  in- 

ru^CLT.ce,  perfuadol  that  he  could  only 

l.-jpc  to  Ixnefit  m:;nkind  by  a  blamcLtls 

i:;jmpU*  of  private  virtue.    Here  he  fpent 

<>jjne  yCLirs  in  ti-anq\:Hii:y  and  bcnL-fi- 

ctP.CL-;  but  fin-l'-np;  thit  corruption  in- 

c.-^-jTmI,  and  fjdic  opinions  in  povern- 

m.T.r  prevailed,  he  thou;;ht  hinifelf  a:;r.in 

luiumont-d  to  pofts  of  publick  u-\ii\. 
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from  which  new  evidence  of  his  <iv.ri 
weaknefi  again  determined  him  to  re- 
tire. 

Thus  men  may  be  made  inconftant 
by  virtue  anl  by  vicj,  by  too  much  or 
too  lifii  thought ;  yet  int\/nilancy, how- 
ever diiTiiihcd  by  it  •;  m.-tivc^i,  is  alwp.ys 
to  be  avoided,  bicaufr  liL*  allowv  u^  but 
a  I'ma:!  limefr.rencjuiryans'cxj^eriment; 
and  he  that  fteadily  cndi  nvours  at  e-.- 
ccllenre,  in  v.-hatovcr  iuij>loymtnl,  will 
liiore  bene  III  in.mkind  liun  lie  ihit  hf- 
firales  in  cliuiin-^  his  p:ut  till  he  is  called 
to  the  performs iice.  TUc  traveller  iliat 
relblutcly  follows  a  rou-jjh  and  wnidir.g 
iiri;h  will  iboner  reach  t:ic  end  of  his 
Journey  than  he  that  is  always  charg- 
ing his  direflion,  and  Nva-Ks  the  hours 
of  day-li;,lit  in  lookinj:  for  fniooilier 
ground,  and  iboiUr  pauagea. 


N^LXIV.     SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  27,  1750. 

3SI:J   VXLLE,  XT  IDXM  NOLLEy    EA  DZMUM  FIRMA  AMXCITIA  EST. 
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TO    LIVE    IN     FRIENDIHir    IS    TO    HAVE    THE     8AML    DESIRES     ANP    THE    SAME 

AVERSIONS. 


WHEN  Sorratcs  v.-as  brilMing 
himfclf  a  houfe  r»t  A; hens,  bc- 
ir.jj  a(kcd  by  one  tint  oblerved  the  little- 
ncfs  of  the  dcH^i^n,  v/liy  a  man  fo  emi- 
nent would  not  Kavc  an  abode  more  fuit- 
ablc  to  his  dignity?  he  replied,  that  he 
(hould  think  himlclf  fufficiently  accom- 
modated, if  he  cotdd  fee  that  naiTow 
hahitation  filled  witli  real  friends.  Such 
was  the  opinion  of  this  great  mafter  of 
human  life  concerning  the  infrequency 
of  fuch  an  union  of  minds  as  inij*ht 
dei'cive  the  name  of  Iriendftiip,  tl^at, 
amon^  the  multitudes  whom  vanity  or 
curiolity,  civility  or  veneration,  crouded 
about  him,  he  did  not  cx])e£l  that  very 
rpacimis  apartments  wot i Id  be  ncceffary 
to  contain  all  that  ihould  rcgnrd  him 
with  fin  cere  kindncis,  or  :idhcrc  to  liiin 
with  ftciily  fidelitv. 

So  manv  cualitiis  arc  indcetl  requintc 
to  the  poiftbility  of  fritndOiip,  and  fi> 
inanjr  tiscidents  mufi  concur  to  it's  rife 
and  it^^iiontinuance,  that  the  greai.il 
part  of  mankind  content  than  fc  Ives  with- 
out ity  and  fupply  it's  p!:xc  as  th.y  can, 
with  intLrcd  and  depcnrlance. 

Multitudes  are  unqualifK-'i  for  a  ccn- 

ftant  and  w:-nn  rcciprccaiion  of  hi.:\ii- 

Tolcmcr,  33  they  arc  incaiiacital'jj  /or  any 

^ther  elevated  excellence  hy  pcrpcUvA 

aficntJon  to  their  intinf},  and  unij'ufirn- 

MMbJeethatotlieirpaiTwu^.  Xo.i- habiu 


may  fupcrinduce  inability  to  deny  any 
deiire,  or  reprefs,  by  fupcrior  m-iclvc^, 
tlip  iniporti.nitii's  of  any  iiT.;r.ediaie  ^rra- 
tinr:'ti«.Mi,  and  an  inveterate  fclfilhne's 
will  imai;;ine  all  advanr^gcs  dipiiiiidie.! 
in  propoition  as  they  are  communieaicd. 
j5ui  not  only  this  hateful  and  con- 
finncd  corrujjtion,  but  many  varieties  ---f 
diiiioliiion,  not  inconiilknt  with  com- 
mon dtgii:cr.  of  virtue,  m;-y  CMCiiide 
i'riendihip  from  the  heart.  Some  ariler.t 
cn(,u'H\  in  thdr  bem.  vole  nee,  and  del'-:- 
tive  nt-Itliei  in  ofijcioufiHlb  noriir:  r:.iiu-, 
arennitable  and  uncertain,  l«-.o;:r.:i  nulled 
by  new  objeiTss,  dilj^u(te»!  v/illjo»-t  of- 
fence, and  alituaful  wirl.out  ci^jv.ity. 
Oilv.is  are  loft  and  Jl'.\ii  1:,  ca:": /  iii- 
fiUc-riC«.d  bv  ri^»ort^  cr  wliiip.rs,  j...:ify 
to  c;  ^.ii  afp.rn-.fi  iioDi  every  il'.bioi's  rir- 
c^jr.'l-iricc,  :  i:d  to  Ir.ti  n  ry  '.^cry  fi-Jbi- 
cion  whieli  envy  .iwC,  \\:\Vy\y  flr.-ll  iu;.^- 
g'.-!^  J  to  fo i i < »\v  t!v.-  .  j^ ■  r. ; '. ;;  o t"  v. v .  Vy 
c-  nhJcr.l  :;(ivi:cr.  lii*.!  i....v:.  i  y  rl:..  i.ii- 
piil'i.  cf  I'ne  lai*  lM\:;'n.  .m.-:,.  iii  :  ir.i- 
pv.litnt  of  ecnt'.adiii:.  .T,  mere  v.  [!:■::  t 
to  ^-«»  w ror, ^;l*y  in^ii"  i>/.n  :jl1;i;- 'i;:, 
th:in  fo  •  c  i'.ii.b'.c-.l  :  V  d  -.  iV.r  .>r  '.  i.c 
w.^y  to  i!.c  J::;;-V!:7er:i!i:jLi.^rj  ii;^-!;  d 
to  t  i; » '.  fi; '. :  r  c  (..  V .  1 1  '.i.'i ;. .  \  iaV.^  ,  •^\  "  •.  -  ;.  \ .  '5 
as  v.?.!»t  ot  e<>r\''■.VJ..^.CA;  .'»vv\\v;vn>v»>  av'^-.k  t 
r\'^'\\v}  or.  :.o  wlV.^v  v .; \v. .  v x-v-a  v».e. ^ \ '^.'.  v  V 

lll'-lV/i'.lOJi,      J/. A      \\;;.\\v\v     i^i  »\v./\x  -'. 
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careful  lo  conceal  rood  ?.nd  bad  pnr- 
poles,  and  plealcd  with  prvxKicing  ctilas 
by  invilihlc  means,  and  flitwin!,'  thcLr 
clengn  only  in  if  s  execution.  Otncrs 
are  uo!.;.!rally  communicative,  aliloe 
optn  to  every  eye,  and  equally  ])rcfafe 
ot  their  own  fccfets  ond  thofe  of  orhcis, 
without  the  necclTary  vigilance  of  cau- 
tion, or  the  honed  arrs  of  prudent  inte- 
grity j  ready  to  accufe  without  malice, 
and  to  betray  without  treachtiy.  Any 
of  thefe  may  l>c  ufeful  to  the  community, 
and  pafs  through  the  world  wlih  the  re- 
putation of  good  purpofcs  and  uncor- 
rupted  nwrals,  but  they  are  unfit  for 
clofe  and  tender  intimacies.  He  cannot 
properly  be  chofcn  for  a  friend  whole 
kindnefs  is  cxliAk'd  by  it's  own  warmlh, 
or  frozen  by  Uie  fir  It  blid  t;f  llamlu-; 
he  canngt  be  a  ufeful  ccimfellor  who 
will  hear  no  opiiiicn  but  his  own  j  he 
will  not  much  invite  conndcnce  w'.i():e 
principrj  maxim  is  to  lui'pcCt;  ivjv  c.n 
the  candour  and  frankr.cll  cf  tliar  u.An  Ijc 
much  efteemed  who  IjMVuns  his  arms  to 
human-kind  ,ar.dmuhcscv  try  :r.an,\v!th- 
out  dilUn^ion,  a  denizen  of  his  b-oll-m. 

That  frierdfliip  may  bc.al  once  foiul 
and  lalUng,  there  muft  no*^  or.ly  be  equal 
virtue  on  each  part,  but  \inuc  of  tl.e 
fame  kind  ;  not  only  tbc  Kimc  end  mull 
be  propofed,  but  the  fame  nit.ir.s  muft  be 
a})proved  by  both.  We  are  oficn,  by 
fuiK-rficial  accompli HmKut?.  r.r.d  acci- 
ilental  endearments,  induced  to  lov  t  tlioie 
whom  wo.  c.mnot  e'le-ui;  we  ?.w  fotnc- 
times,  by  great  abiliiios,  and  incontclii- 
ble  evidences  of  virtue,  compelled  lu  ef- 
ttem  thofe  whom  v.e  cannot  love.  l>ut 
friendrtiip,  compoun<Ud  of  cftecm  and 
love,  derives  from  one  it's  teiidcrnefs,  and 
it's  }>ei manence  from  the  otli^r ;  ;;nd  th.«. re- 
fore  requires  not  only  that  it's  cundidaies 
fliould  gain  the  judgiT^aU,  but  that  tl'.cy 
fhould  attraft  the  aftlclicnsj  that  they 
fliould  not  only  be  fii  m  in  the  day  of 
<llllref?,  but  gay  in  the  hour  of  joiIity  ; 
not  only  cfeful  in  e-icjenclcs,  but  pi  :af- 
ing  in  familiar  life  j  tlicirprcfcnce  Ihculd 
give  rheerfulncfs  as  well  as  courag--,  and 
difpel  alike  the  gloom  of  fear  and  of 
melancholy. 

To  this  mutual  complacenry  is  j^e- 
cerally  requilite  an  uniformity  of  opi- 
nions, at  leaft  of  thofe  aHive  and  con- 
fpicuous  principles  which  dilcriminatc 
parties  in  government,  and  ftiSls  in  re- 
ligion, and  which  every  day  operate  more 
or  lefs  on  the  common  bufmefs  of  life. 
For  though  gvc^i  tcnderncls  tos,  per- 


haps, been  frimctimcs  knovm  to  'q\u'.x.\A 
bwtween  r.icn  c.i  i  .»nr  in  co:^.::;;r,-  fac- 
tions, yet  f.icii  fritu  Is  are  to  '  .  ".  "■■s 
rather  as  prodigies  than  e.v.       .    :     .id 
it  is  no  more  proper  iv.  .  ....      n- 

&\iR  by  fuch  inltar.ces,  ir..  .  ■  \--  .p  t 
precipice,  Lecuufe  fome  have  falien  fiom 
it  and  efcaped  with  life. 

It  cannot  but  be  extremely  difficak 
to  prcferve  private  kindnefs  in  themldft 
of  publick  oppofition,  in  which  will  ne- 
ccfiarily  be  involved  a  thouland  incidents,    | 
exten.ling  their  influence  to  co  iverfation    | 
and  privacy.  '  Men  engaged,  by  moral 
or  religious  motives,  in  contraiy  parties 
will  generally  look  with  different  eyes 
upon  evcr\'  ir.an,  and  decide  almojl  every 
qiieft'-on  upon diifercnt principles.  Whca 
fnch  uccauonsof  difpate  happen,  to  com- 
ply is  to  betray  our  ciuie,  and  to  miiiv 
\:\\\\  fr:c-:.lihip  by  ceafmg  to  dcicrvc  it; 
to  be  iiljr.t,  is  to  lofe  the.hrinpi.ivfs  and 
di_;niiy  of  independence,  to  live  in  p?r- 
ji.  tua]  cc:i('i.Taint,  and  to  dekrr,  if  r.(  t  to 
l.flray:    and  who  fnall  di:lci.:.ine  \\\vA\ 
of  ^,vo  fri.-nds  fliall  yield,  where  ne-f^icr 
Iv.lieves  hin^.ielf  miituken,  and  both  con- 
f*is    the   importance  of  the  qucllion  ? 
Wlut  th.n  remain*?   but  ci.vUradiclion 
r.nd  doSatc  ?  and  from  thole  v/hat  can 
he  expelled  but  acrimony  nnd    vehe- 
mence, the  infol-nce  of  tiiuiuph,  tl« 
vexation   of   defeat,    and,    in  lime,  a 
v.-.arinefs  of  contell,  ar.d  au  c xtinilioii 
«>f  benevolence?  Exchar.ge  of  endcai'- 
ments  and  hitercourfe  of  civility  may 
conti.uie,  indeed,  as  boughs  may  for  a 
wliik-  be  verdant,  when  the  root  is  wound- 
ed ;  but  the  poifon  of  difcord  is  infufed, 
Zk\\(}.  though  the  countenance  mr.y  pref  r\T 
it's  fmile,  the  heart  is  hardening  and  con- 
triiCiing. 

Thai  man  will  not  be  lone;  agrccr.hlc 
whom  we  fee  only  in  tiini'S  of  f^ricufnvfi 
and  feverity;  :uul  tlicixfcrf:,  lo  maintain 
the  Ibftnefs  and  ftreniry  of  bCiK^voLncc, 
it  is  ncceil'iry  tl-iat  fiicrids  jKJtikc  each 
otlicrb  pleaiiires  as  well  as  cares,  and  be 
led  to  The  fame  divcnions  by  fimilltudc 
of  tiLllc.  This  is,  however,  not  to  be 
confidered  as  equally  indifj)enfable  with 
cor.fci-mitv  of  principks,  becaufe  any 
nran  may  lioneltly,  according  to  the  pre- 
cepts of  Horace,  redgn  the  gratifications 
of  tailc  to  the  hum.our  of  another;  and 
fiicndfliip  may  well  deftrve  the  facriiice 
of  pleaiiire,  though  not  of  confcicnce. 

It  was  once  con  felled  to  m.c,  by  a 
painter,  that  noproicllbrof  his  art  ever 
loved  ;xviQ\lvt^k    'l\\vi  ^v-OuxiJaaxi  \*  ^ 
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fr 

ar;  tMuriy  inciutig  h-  n«»i  e-wrli  other. 
'I  he  ittBoft  expert??.  -  -.  thnt  expcrieiKL* 
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I.: 
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TririL  t  bus  1)C- 


N^Lxv; 
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'.i  ^i:  ...I.  '  1.;  :.:,i'-:'.l  eMlj^ation* 
w'l  .  I  c:.:!!."^  I'..-  .1  !"v  ii  !p/ec!.  a;e  not 
Ci  iii..i::iiy  iv.'.-.ikI  t<.'  •••'.v.::'".-  ;:iyt.-iliv>n; 
tlicy  c  :«:i'i  ■;i..'.:.u.'c  ir-lcjl,  nr.:l  hciijjlit- 
en  vciicraiion,  l>Ltt  coiiinionly  tnkc  a- 
v.-:;-  that  ir:»fY  free  torn,  and  Inmiiiarity^ 
of  ii.lcrct,^!!!:-,  wiihoiit  which,  t- in  1^.1 
ll'.LTJ  Uhiy  hcfiJclIty,  and  zral,  an  t  :'3* 
mfr.tion,  tho4-o  canr.ot  bt  filinjJr/.-p. 
Thutimpcrft'cl  aiicallc.irthly  blollin^j 
the  great  ctfcft  of  friend.Oiin  is  h.  n<.  5- 
cencc,  yti  by  tiicflr.r  ailof  ur.co;-.:n-.o:i 
kiAcln.*ls  it  is  CRdint;.*;vr!,  like  jJints 
that  ber.r  tl^ii-  fruit  :iml  «ie.  Yet  thJi 
conlidcniti'j?!  ought  noi  to  reltrnin  hv v.n  - 
ty,  or  rq)rtrs  coinpuiljDn,  foi-  liuiv  Iv  <<> 
he  prefeiTcrl  before  03iucr.!C3ic:-j  n.j.i  he 
th::t  lofcs  part  of  theplc7.;;n\. ;  of  incr.d  - 
fliip  by  his  ip.*ntrofity,  rtiin-.  in  it'spl^^t 
tlic  gratulaiion  of  his  cor.iliL-nce. 


OCTOBER  30,    i7sc^ 


VBIfiAHt  the  Ton  of  Abet^aru 

■  ^Vif  h 

],flcr;  ...ilLin.Ll 

iVitrdi^iJh 


•LVVN   DICTATES  FAIL) 
:.   1:.   A  TALL* 


"t^ 

tr 

^r 

I 

ew*  wcR 

^£ 

ihev 

fOi^L'    i.f    :' 

liij^  - 

ft"  ■ 

■  ■■'Tie- 

^ra 

miu  V 

.    -"ill 

I' nittimes  caught  the  g<:ntle  fiaj^rinr*: 
c' tfe  primroKy  eldcll  dauglucr  of  l!.c 
^:-iingic  ail  his  Csnfct  vnvt  gratified,  and 
a  i  r.ire  WIS  baniflieil  from  his  heart. 

TI".M«  hv  vi-^nt  on  till  l)ic  inn  uppixtnch- 
*.l:i-,  meriiKan,  :ind  thcincaalirp:  hc2t 
P'cyitl  iijKin  his  (^rcn^h;  Iw  tlicn  luuk- 
«'i  rovnd  iibcrit  him  for  ibnii;  iiioiv  c<.ni- 
ncl-^m  p.i:h.  He  f:iw,  en  his  lij^ht- 
^■'■1,  a  i^j^ive  lli:st  Jlx-iiK'd  to  wave  it's 
f:i!>ivs  a^  H  /i*^n  uf  Invitation;  he cnlt.i\ il 
''>  srj foiui-J  thr  coolnclsand  vciduie 


irivOniMy  plcafint.  He  i!i  1  r*^*,  ':rir^-- 
t\vT,  foi^^ei  wh'thtrh'^  wr.s  f::l^  .!!•:■  7, 
b • ' t  fou n '.I  a  n?.iTov.-  wv.y  bor .- civ  i  \\\/'i 
fiowL'i  -5,  Nvh'ch  3ppt:;iiX"d  to  !u'Vf  tl.i-  i-'.inc 
tlinc>ion  with  the  ni:Mn  m.ic!,  an-.t  v.  a* 
pU-aicd  l]i:it,  by  this  happj- esjvi  iirciM*, 
he  hnd  li.nrd  means  to  iir.iic  plfnlur.? 
with  inilineft,  and  t;i  ^Am  thcrcw.M;' ,  of 
diii^fncewii'.unit  fiiflTrnn^^jt's  fiir-^j-  <. 
IK  th..-tforc  llill  rontir.i!C;ito\v3!!;,  i.  v 
a  tinK,  wiiluint  thii  IciJl  rcnufl!»"i  (»f 
his  ardmir,  cxct-pt  tlv.it  he  wr.a  fi  ru-- 
limcs  tcinptcil  to  Ifop  hy  th-j  muli;  !•  f  f 
the  binti,  whom  V.-x  ]w:\t  ]\m\  nfit-n^^i-  (* 
in  x\\'  ilii-.dc;  ard  foinitinK*s  anuilLil 
]ii3>:li.lf  with  plucking;  the  llowcrs  I'ut. 
covered  tlic  banks  on  ciiluT  iide,  or  flic 
fn I iis  that  liung  \i\yty.\  the  br?nch«.:..  At 
latl  thc{^rccnpL;l!i  l>i".r!n  todtrlJn.  fi-«  in 
ir'.i  liilr  tcn-liroy,  -r.  I  Ti/ wi:  ■!  -imru-*- 
hii!-,?.ju!thick'.l>' tfv  l-.d  v.::!i  f  •i:'.:.:;:..!^ 
aiul  iniinmiiM'  ■;  vi:!>  wn'  r-f'!ls.  IU-;c 
Ohi«l.i!i  •'■  iMnl  fi.T  .1  I'Mu-,  :':d  b  : -11 
to  connii-  r  whither  1:  'awj  l''i:.->»"  l:-^" 
to  fv.rr.ik^  tiK  k:i  i.v:»  .'iiiKoiiuiwinUMi  kj 
bill.  r»in«.n»iK  li'v.;  vL'.  «.\»:  y\j\V\v\*T^v^Nv 
ill  i:'s  ^rc'JiLL'Jt  viua^.^,  jivA.  Vto-^ 'v^. 
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plain  w.-i-?  d\.\\}y  nnd  iinfvcn,  lie ri. Iblvui 
to  jv.u  iiij  ih-  r.LV  ]\r!i,  wliicli  ht  !\ij)- 
|X)lal  only  to  nuike  n  tew  iin;.n('ijr>,  i.i 
compliance  wirh  the  v:irlc:ics  oi  tlie 
ground,  and  to  enil  at  lait  in  the  coni- 
2uon  roiid. 

Having  thus  calmed*  his  folic itudc, 
lie  renewed  his  pace,  though  he  fuJiK-^t- 
ed  that  he  was  not  gaining  ground. 
This  uncafinefs  of  his  mind  inclined 
hini  to  lay  hold  on  every  n-jw  obje6l,  and 
give  way  to  every  fenfation  tliat  might 
iboth  or  divert  him.  He  llftened  to  ewry 
echo,  he  mounted  every  hill  for  a  frcm 
profprc>,he  turned afidc  to  every  cafcade, 
and  pleafcd  himfelf  with  tracing  the 
courleofa  gentle  river  that  rolled  among 
the  trees,  and  watered  a  large  region  with 
innumcniblc  circumvolutions.  In  thele 
amulements  the  hours  pafled  away  un- 
counted, his  deviations  iiad  perpkxed 
his  memory,  and  he  kiiew  not  towaids 
what  jwint  to  travel.  He  ftood  pcn- 
Cvo  :md  confufed,  afraid  to  go  forvinrd 
lell  he  Hiould  go  wrong,  yet  confcious 
tlut  i\\c  time  of  loitering  was  now  pLilh 
While  he  was  thus  tortured  with  uncer- 
til'iiy,  tlie  fky  was  overforead  with 
clouds,  the  day  vanilhed  from  before 
him,  and  a  fu.^.den  tempeft  gathered 
round  his  head.  He  was  now  roufed  by 
his  ilanger  to  a  c^^iiick  and  painfiil  rc- 
menibraiicc  of  his  folly;  he  now  law 
how  happincfs  is  loll  when  eafe  is  con- 
fultcd;  he  lamented  the  unmanly  imi>a- 
tience  that  prompted  him  to  feek  (heltcr 
in  the  grove,  and  defplfed  tlie  petty  cu- 
riofily  that  led  him  on  from  trifle  to 
trifle.  While  he  was  thus  refle6ling, 
the  air  grew  blacker,  and  a  clap  of  thua- 
dcr  broke  his  meditation. 

He  now  relolvetl  to  do  what  rcm-iin- 
ed  yet  in  his  power,  to  tread  bnck  the 
frrcund  wliicli  he  had  pafled,  and  try  io 
ill  id  foine  ifliie  where  tlie  wood  vnyj^ht 
open  into  the  plain.  He  prollratcd  him- 
fi.if  on  the  L,voiind,  and  commended  his 
life  to  the  Lord  of  iiatiu-c.  He  i-oic  with 
confidence  and  tranquillity,  and  prcflcd 
on  with  his  fabre  in  his  hand,  for  the 
bcafts  of  the  delcrt  were  in  n^otlon,  and 
on  every  hand  were  heard  the  mingLd 
howls  of  raije  and  fear,  and  ravage  and 
expiration;  all  the  honors  of  darknefs  and 
folitude  funoundcd  him;  the  winds  roar- 
ed in  the  wwxls,  and  the  torrents  tum- 
bled from  the  hills— 
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W.-^rk'd  ir.t.!  fi.dJsn  rrn?  Iv  \'.':riZ''r; i 
I.)  .'.Ml  th'.  lii:vp  hill  rljc'r:  .-.rin;  tv:  A,. 
'1  }iv:n.ountj!;ir..ci-L-r^  Lcurs  Jic  li.itaj 

l^hus  forlorn  and  diftitfl^od,  h 
tiered  through  tiiev^ild,  without 
ing  whither  hj  war  ^oir.g,  or  win. 
was  iivciy  moment  drawing  nc 
fafety  or  to  dclhufdon.  At  len| 
fcai-  but]ulx)ur  began  toovcrcon; 
his  breath  grew  fhort,  and  his 
tixMubleil;  and  he  was  on  the  p 
lying  down  in  rcfignaticn  to  hi 
when  lie  beheld  through  ihe  br 
the  p,limmer  of  a  taper.  He  ad 
to\v?.:-ds  the  light,  and  finding 
rrocccde/l  from  the  cotiage  of  a  1 
lie  called  humbly  at  the  door,  a 
tallied  aJmiffion.  The  old  man 
(ore  him  I'uch  prm'ifions  as  he  h 
levied  for  himfeif,  on  which  Obid 
with  eagcnicfs  and  craLitude. 

When   the  lepalt  was  over- 

*  me,'  faidjiiehcnnit,  *  by  what 

*  thou  haftfcen  brought  hither; 

*  bicn  now'^venty  years  an  inh 
'  of  the  wlldejners,  m  which  I  jjf 
'  a  niMi  before'  Obidah  tK 
lated  tne«DOciimncc&  of  his  j( 
without  any  concealment  or  palli 

*  Son,'  iiiid  the  hermit,  •  let 

*  rors  and   follies,  the  dangers 

*  cr-pe,  of  this  day,  link  deep  i 

*  heart.     Rcmcmbtr,  my  fon,  t 

*  man  life  is  the  joume\'  of  a  da; 
'  rile  in  the  morning  of  youth, 
'  vigour  and  full  of  expecbtion; 

*  forward  with   fpirit  and  hop 

*  gaiety  and  willi  diligence,  anc 

*  on  a  while  in  the   th-aight  i 

*  piety  towai'dsthe  mnniicns  of; 

*  a  Ihort  time  we  remit  our  fcr\c 

*  cndLavour  to  find  fome  mitig: 

*  our  duty,  and  fome  more  caf] 

*  of  oh  I  air.  ing  the  fani^  end.     S 

*  rc!r.x  our  vigour,  and  rcfolvcn 

*  er  to  be  terrified  with  crimes  a 

*  o^T-.cc,  but  rely  upon  our  ov 

*  liuiicy,  and  venture  to  approai 

*  we  :x;lblve  never  to  touch.  Wci 

*  ttfr  the  bowers  of  eafe,  and  n 

*  the  fliadcsoffccurity.     Heret 

*  (i»i\cn«,    and  vigilance   fubfii 

*  arc  then  v/illin|;  to  enquire 

*  another    advance    cannot    be 

*  and  whether  we  may  not,   : 

*  tvrn  our  eyes  upon  the  gar 

*  picafi:re.      We  approach  the 

*  It  111  pic  and  hefitaiion;  weent 
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io(incjthc  road  of  virtue,  which 
I  while  keep  in  our  fight,  and 
1  wc  propcib  to  return.  But 
on  iiicceedstcmptution.andonc 
ici  prepares  us  for  another*,  we 
loie  the  happinefs  of  inno- 
ad  folacc  our  difquiet  with  fen- 
tifications.  By  degi-ccs  we  let 
remembrance  of  our  original 
1,  and  quit  the  only  adequate 
f  rational  defue.  We  entan- 
:1t€S  in  bufinefs,  immergcour- 
,  luxury,  and  rove  through  tlie 
hs  of  inconilancy,tiU  the  dark- 
old  ag^  begins  to  invade  us, 
:afc  and  anxiety  obftru^l  our 
We  then  look,  back  upon  our 
th  hon-or,  with  forrow,  with 
icej  and  wiih>  but  too  often 


»5» 

*  vainly  wifli,  that  we  had  not  forfaken 

*  the  wd^s  of  virtue.     Happy  are  they, 

*  my  fon,  who  (hall  learn  from  thy  cx- 

*  ample  not  todefpair,  but  (Iiallremem- 

*  her,  that  thouph  the  day  is  paft,  and 

*  tlielr  ftrtngth  is  wafted,  there  vtt  re- 

*  mains  one  effort  to,  be  made;  that  rc- 
*.  formation  is  never  hopelcfs,  nor  fin- 

*  cere  endeavours  ever  unafiillcd;  that 

*  the  wanderer  may  at  lengtli  return  af- 

*  ter  all  his  errors;  and  tliat  he  who  im- 

*  ploresftrength  an d  courage  from  above^ 

*  (hall  find  danger  and  difficulty  givo 

*  way  before  him.     Go  now,  my  Ion, 

*  to  thy  rcpofe;  commit  thyielf  to  the 

*  care  oi'  Omnipotence^  and,  when  the 

*  morning  calls  again  to  toil,  begin  anew 

*  thy  journey  and  thy  life.' 


.XVI.    SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  3,  1750; 


TAUCI  D^KOSCEItE  70SSUNT 
riRA  BONA,    \Ty/Z  ILLIS  MULTUM   DIVZR6A,  KZMOTA 
l&aOKIt  NXBVL.C. 

■         ♦  if      '         MO^  '*W 

KNOW  THllR  OWN  GOOD;    OR,   KNOWING   IT,    PrPSUl? 
HOW  VOID  or   REASON  ARE  OUR  MOPES  AND  FEARS? 


folW  of  human  wifhes  and 
fuits  nas  always  been  a  flanding 
f  mirth  and  declamation,  and 

ridiculed  and  lamented  from 
:;  till  perhaps  the  fruitlcfs  repe- 
xmiplaints  and  cenfures  may  be 
mbered  among  the  fubje6ls  of 
nd  complaint. 
»f  thcfc  inftru6^ors  of  mankind 

contented  thcmfclvcs  with 
the  over flov/s  of  paffion,  and 
he  exuberance  or  defire,  but 
Dpted  to  defbroy  the  root  as  well 
inches;  and  not  only  to  con- 
mind  witliin  bounds,  but  to 
for  ever  bya  dead  calm.  They 
oyedtVirreafonand  elpc^ence 
k  us,  that  nothing  is  worth  the 
wife  man ;  have  reprcfcntcd  all 
iod  and  evil  as  indifferent;  and 
Huong  vulgar  errors,  the  dread 
ind  the  love  of  life. 
JDoft  always  the  unhappinefs  of 
Dt  difpntant,  to  deftroy  his  own 
bf  claiming  too  many  confe- 
jor  diAifing  his  propofition  to 
iliblft  Extent.  When  we  have 
r  Mflf  in  »  cMv/b,  nnd  v}atfd 
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our  confidence  with  fuccefs,  we  arc  nt- 
tuir.lly  inclined  to  purfue  the  fame  uiun 
of  renfbnin^r*  to  eftabjiih  feme  collateral 
truth,  to  i-emovc  fome  ad;.»  eiit  diiiicuU 
ty,  and  to  tnke  in  tlic  y\v.  le  comprehen- 
hon  of  our  lyut.m.  As  a  prince,  in  the 
ardour  of  af<HM  fit  ion,  i<  w-iiin';  to  fe- 
curc  his  firft  ccnquefl  by  lie  addition  of 
another,  add  fortrefs  to  f'orti^is,  and  city 
to  city,  till  dcfpair  and  op|"»oil unity  tiira 
his  cnemi;:s  upon  hiiu,  and  he  lofcs  in  a 
moment  the  i^lory  of  a  reign. 

The  philoibphers  havin:;  found  an 
eafy  viftory  over  tliofe  dcfires  which  we 
produce  in  ourfelves,  and  which  termi» 
nate  in  fomc  imaprinary  ftate  of  happinefs' 
unknown  and  unatta-nabic,  jirot-ecdcti 
to  make  further  inroads  upon  the  heart, 
and  attacked  at  laft  our  fenies  and  our 
inftin6^s.  •  They  continued  to  war  upon 
nature  with  arms,  by  which  only  folly 
could  be  conquered;  they  tlicreforc  loft 
the  trophies  of  their  ibrmei'  combats,  and 
were  confidered  no  longer  with  revei-ence 
pr  regard. 

Yet  it  cannot  be  with  juftice  denied^ 
that  thcfe  men  h;we\>ectv  \i:r^  VL&^vXxvvi- 
xxitoi-Si  and  bavc  \c£t  maxt^  ^^.toc^^  ^^ 
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ft-(>r»sr  r^rTrn,  dr^c.p  p^n?^^J"!on,  nn:!  r.c- 
cunrc  atuntlon  ui  ilic  iilHiirs  of  lif.^, 
ti'hich  it  is  ncnv  our  biilinef-  to  J"c^xiri:c 
from  the  fonm  of  a  boiling  imaginatir;n, 
ami  to  apply  jndicioiifly  te  our  own  wih. 
They  have  flircvn  that  moft  of  the  con- 
ditions cf  life,  which  niife  the  envy  of 
the  timoroiis,  and  roufc  the  ambition  of 
the  daring,  are  empty  iliows  of  felicity, 
trhlch,  when  the)'  become  familiar,  loVc 
fhcxr'^werof  delightinor;  and  that  th? 
mod  pro(pcron«;  and  cv'ilied  have  very 
few  a<lvai-.tnr;c«5  over  a  ?r!c-.r.:r  andmoie 
•bfciireforture,  when  iheir  rt-.r^ers  nnd 
fclicinidc-:  arc  halancciiarrainil  theircqiii- 
page,  their  banquets  a^^^t  their  pal-u??. 
it  is  nattiral  for  every  man  unlit'^t  \i6i- 
ed  to  murmur  at  hi«?  con.l  tion,  hcraiTfe 
in  the  general  infelicity  of  liK:  he  fc-.is 
his  own  milcrics,  wilhoi't  knowinp^  ihat 
they  arc  coinnion  to  ail  tlic  reil  of  the 
fpecies;  and  therefore,  thonprli  he  will 
not  he  lcf<  fcnKblc  of  pnin  by  being  told 
tliat  others  pre  equally  toir.iciUcd,lic  will 
at  lealt  be  froed  from  the  temptation  of 
leeking,  by  pcipcliial  cl.nngcr^,  that  eafe 
Nvhich  is  no  where  to  l>c  found j  nnd, 
though  his  difcafe  flill  continues,  he 
efcapcs  t.hc  hazard  of  exalperating  it  by 
rtmedics. 

The  gnitincnt\)ns  which  affluence  of 
vcrilth,  extent  of  p'jwcr,  and  eminence 
•f  reputation,  confer,  m\i ft  be  always  by 
their  own  nature  confined  to  a  very 
fmall  number;  and  the  life  of  ihe  griratcr 
part  of  mankind  muft  be  loft  in  em}uy 
wiOies  and  painfvd  comparifons,  were 
JK)t  the  bahn  of  philof(;phy  fhed  upon 
us,  and  oi-r  dlfcontent  at  the  nppearances 
of  an  unefjual  diftribution  footlied  r.nd 
appca  fed. 

It  rccmect,  ]x;rhaps,  below  the  dignity 
•f  the  great  maftt  rs  of  moral  learning, 
to  dcfccnd  to  familiar  life,  and  cnution 
mankind  againft  that  pitiy  ambition 
which  is  known  among  us  by  the  nsme 
©fVaoily;  which  ycthadbetn  an  under- 
taking not  unworthy  of  the  longeft  beard , 
and  molt  folemn  aufterit)'.  For  though 
the  p.ii?ions  of  little  iiinds,  aftin":  Jn  low 
Nations,  do  not  nil  the  world  with  blcod- 
Ihcd  and  devaluations,  or  mark  by  great 
events  the  periods  of  time,  yet  they  tor- 
fiirc  the  brcail  on  which  ijicy  feize,  in- 
left  liMjfe  that  r^re  placed  within  the  reach 
cf  their  influence,  deftroy  private  quiet 
and  private  virtue,  and  ur.dermine  in- 
ieniibly  the  happinefs  of  the  v.-orld. 
The  dcfii'c  cf  cxct}kv.cc  is  lai;<lable, 
biit/s  rcjj  frequently  ill  uircJlcd,  \Vcfa\l, 
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by  ch?.BC?,  into  Cor^c  ctaA  of  iti 
and,  withovt  conJuhijv;  nartuv 
dom,  refolve  to  gain  their  re-; 
t'lofe-qualiiif'  which  they  h'l] 
cftcem.  I  once  knew  a  man  rtin 
dim-fighted,  vdio,  by  convn-llr 
with  country  gj  nll.-men,  found 
iiTciillibly  det : :  Wined  to  lylvan  h 
His  gner.t  am  ■.'■on  was  to  fho3t 
and  he  therefore  fpent  whoi**  th) 
woods  purfuirig  game;  which,  b 
v^'as  near  cnouj^h  to  fee  them, 
proach  frighted  away. 

When  it  h3p:>ens  that  the  defv 
to  ob;c6Vs  which  :  oduc j  r.o  corr.j, 
it  may  be  (-■  ''.•)'.  ::f d  w.'ih  fo\uv 
g::-!ce;  becv;"  ,  1;.  .vcver  fru:ti'.i'> 
luid,  it  ca»'»^  ■.  \v'C  ili  cfUch  \i 
morals.  l-J'ii  moii  of  our  cnjc 
owe  their  v..lue  to  the  pccMliaritv 
feflion,  and  when  tl^.ey  arc  ratct 
high  a  value,  give  occafion  to  (Ira 
of  maligniiy,  and  incite  op[X)fi:i( 
tred,  and  dciamalion.  The  coi 
^vo  rural  betutics  for  prcfcrencei 
tindVon  is  often  fuiHcicntly  kc( 
rar  :orou  •  to  fill  their  brealh  with  2 
p  ij'ions  wiiich  arc  generally  thou 
curfe  only  pf  fcnates,  of  armies, 
courts;  and  the  rival  dnncers  of 
fane  aflembly  have  their  jiaitifa 
abettors, of  ten  not  lefs  cxafpc  rated 
each  other  than  thofe  who  ai*e  proi 
the  i:i^crcl}>  of  rival  monaichs. 

It  is  common  to  confidcr  thofe 
we  find  inf^-iled  with  an  unreal 
regard  for  tiifling  accomplilhme 
chargeable  with  all  the  confeque: 
their  folly,  and  as  the  authors  c 
own  unhappincfs;  but,  perhaps 
whom  we  inus  fcorn  or  dcteft,  hav 
claim  to  tendemefs  than  has  been 
lowed  them.  Before  we  permit 
verity  to  break  loofe  upon  any  f; 
error,  we  ought  I'urely  to  confidi 
much  v/e  have  countenanced  or  pj 
e«l  it.  We  ke  multitudes  buly 
purfuit  of  riches,  at  the  expcnce  < 
dom  and  of  virtue ;  but  we  fee  1 
of  mankind  approving  their  condu 
incitif:g  their  engemcfs,  by  payir 
npTiKi  and  deference  to  wealth, 
wiidom  and  virtv.e  only  can  d 
V»'c  Tee  women  unive/lally  jealous 
reputation  df  ilieir  Wruit*',  and  fre 
ly  look  v.iih  cc*itcmpt  on  the  cai 
wli'ich  ihcy  iindy  ibeircomplcxioi 
djavour  to  prci'.rve  or  to  fiipp 
bloom  of  \\i::h..  recndate  cvay 
n;e;\t>  t^^'Al  vv.c'.\  'imvix  vtvXo  cmcL 
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icir  faces  from  ttie  weather.  We 
end  the  care  of  their  nobler  part, 
them  how  little  addition  is  made 
rhcii-  arts  to  the  graces  of  the 
Bi:t  when  was  it  known  that 
roodnefs  or  knowledge  was  a^^Ie 
£1  that  oflicioufnefsy  or  infpire 
dour,  which  beauty  nro.hiccs 
T  it  appears  ?  And  with  what 
in  we  endeavour  to  perfuade 
es,  that  the  time'fpent  at  the 
5  ioft  In  vanity,  when  they 
?ry  moment  fome  new  convic- 
ir  their  intercft  is  more  eflFe6lii- 
noted  by  a  ribband  well  difpof- 
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ed,  than  by  the  brighteft  a£l  of  heipick 
virtue  ? 

In  every  inftance  of  vanity  it  will  be 
found,  that  the  blame  ought  to  be  fhar^ 
ed  among  more  than  it  generally 
reaches;  all  who  exalt  trifles  by  immo- 
derate praife,  or  inftigate  needleis  emu- 
lation by  invidious  incitements,  ait  to 
be  confidered  as  perverters  of  reafon, 
and  corrupters  of  the  world:  and  iince 
'  every  man  is  obliged  to  promote  happi- 
nefs  and  virtue,  he  ihould  be  careful  not 
to  miflead  unwary  minds,  by  appearing 
to  fet  too  high  a  value  upon  things  by 
which  DO  real  excellence  is  conferred. 


LXVn.    TUESDAY,   NOVEMBER  6,    1750. 
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XX1LES,    TBX  rSOVEKV  SAYS,  SUBSIST  OW  HOPS; 
DELUSIVE  HOPE  STILL  POINTS  TO  DISTANT  COOO, 
TO  GOOD   THAT  MOCKS  APPROACH. 


^  R  E  is  no  temper  fo  generally 
lulged  as  Hope;  other  pafTions 
)y  Starts  on  particular  occafions, 
tain  parts  of  life ;  but  hope  bc- 
h  the  firft  power  of  comparing 
al  with  our  poflible  ftatc,  and 
js  through  every  lluge  and  pc- 
rays  urging  us  ronvard  to  new 
)ns,  and  holding  out  fome  dif- 
ine  to  our  view,  promifing  us 
llrf  from  pain,  or  incrcale  of 
I. 

is  neccflar)'  in  every  condition. 
rries  of  poverty,  of  ficknefs,  of 
,  would,  without  this  comfort, 
x>rtable;  nor  does  it  appear  that 
ieft  lot  of  terreiliial  exlj[l.;;nce 
\  above  the  want  of  this  general 
or  that  life,  when  tlie  sifts  of  ua- 
>f  fortime  are  accumulated  upon 
I  not  ft  ill  l)e  wretched,  were  it 
ted  and  delighted  by  the  f  xncc- 
fomt  new  pofTeflion,  of  tome 
It  yet  behind,  bv  wliich  the  wiih 
at  lail  (atisfiea,  and  the  heart 
to  it*8  utmoft  extent. 
9,  indeed,  very  fallacious,  and 
what  it  feldom  gives;  but  it*s 
are  more  valuable  than  the  gifts 
tp  and  it  (eldom  fruftrates  us 
during  us  of  recompcnfisg  tbs 
nfttaur  bouDty, 


I  was  muHng  on  this  ftrange  inclina- 
tion which  every  man  feels  to  deceive 
himlelf,  and  coniidering  the  advantages 
and  dangers  proceeding  from  this  gay 
profpeft  of  futurity,  when,  falling  afleep, 
on  a  fudden  I  found  myfelf  placed  in  a 
garden,  of  which  my  fight  could  defcry 
no  limits.  Every  fccnc  about  me  wat 
gay  and  gladfome,  light  with  funfhine, 
and  fragrant  with  pcrnimes;  the*  ground 
was  painted  with  all  the  variety  of  0>ring, 
and  all  the  choir  of  nature  was  iinging 
in  the  groves.  When  I  had  recovered 
from  the  firll  raptures  with  which  the 
confufion  of  plcafure  had  for  a  time  en- 
tranced me,  I  began  to  take  a  particular 
and  deliberate  view*  of  this  delightful 
region.  I  then  pcrceivwt- that  I  had 
yet  higher  gratifications  to  cxpcv^*  wid 
that,  at  a  fmall  diftancc  from  me,  thcrt 
vcre  brighter  flowers,  clearer  fountains, 
and  more  lofty  groves,  where  the  birds » 
which  I  yet  heard  but  faintly,  were  exert- 
ing all  ttic  power  of  melody.  The  trees 
about  mc  were  beautiful  wiii  verdure, 
aad-fni£i-ant  with  blolToms;  but  I  was 
tempietf  to  leave  them  by  the  fight  of 
ripe  fruits,  which  feemed  to  hang  only 
to  be  plucked.  I  therefore  walkednafti- 
ly  fonvardsy  but  found,  as  I  proceeded, 
that  the  colours  of  \hcfvt\d  {;)jkdL  ^X-ttc) 
approach,  tbe  fruit  ^d\  be&nt  \  tCM^^ 
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It,  the  bu-ds  flew  ftill  finging  before  me, 
and  though  I  preftcd  onward  with  great 
celerity,  I  was  ftill  in  fight  of  pleafures 
of  which  I  could  not  yet  gain  the  pof- 
feflion,  and  which  feemed  to  mock  my 
diligence,  smd  to  retire  as  I  advanced. 

Though  I  vi^is  confounded  with  fo 
many  alternations  of  joy  and  grief,  I 
yet  perfifted  to  go  forwanl,  in  hopes  that 
thefc  fugitive  delights  would  in  time  be 
overtaken.  At  length  I  faw  an  innu- 
merable multitude  of  every  age  and  fex, 
who  feeracd  ail  to  partake  of  fome  gene- 
ral felicity;  for  every  check  was  fluflied 
with  conhdcncc,  and  every  eye  fparkled 
with  eagemefs:  ye  teach  appcai-cd  to  have 
fome  particular  and  fecrct  pleafure,  and 
very  few  were  willing  to  communicate 
theur  intentions,  or  extend  their  concern 
beyond  themfclvcs.  Moft  of  them  feem- 
ed, by  the  rap' **  ^* -*^  •  •--  - 
bufy  to  gratitj 
and  therefore 
to  gaze  upon  them,  without  interrupting 
them  witn  troublcfome  enquiries.  At 
lad  I  obfcrved  one  man  worn  with  time, 
and  unable  to  ftniggle  in  the  crowd;  and 
therefore  fuppofmg  him  more  at  Iciiure, 
I  began  to  accofl  him:  but  he  turned 
from  me  with  anger,  and  told  me  he 
muft  not  be  difturbed,  for  the  great  hour 
of  projection  was  now  come,  when  Mer- 
cury fhould  lofe  his  wings,  and  flavciy 
ihould  no  longer  dig  the  mine  for  gold. 

I  left  him,  and  attempted  another, 
whoie  foftnefs  of  mien,  and  eafy  move- 
ment, gave  me  rcafon  to  hope  for  a  more 
agreeable  reception:  but  he  told  mc,  with 
a  low  bow,  that  nothing  would  make  him 
more  happy  than  an  opportunily  of  fcrv- 
ing  me,  wnich  he  could  not  now  want, 
for  a  place  which  he  had  been  twenty 
years  ibliciting  would  be  foon  vacant. 
From  hhn  I  had  recourfe  to  the  next, 
who  was  dep^ing  in  haftc  to  take  pof- 
lellion  of  the  eftatc  of  an  uncle,  who  by 
the  courfe  of  nature  could  not  live  long. 
He  tbat  followed  was  preparing  to  dive 
for  trcafurc  In  a  new-invented  bell;  and 
another  was  on  the  point  pf  difcovering 
the  longitude. 

Being  thus  rcjefted  wherefoever  I  ap- 
plied myfelf  for  information,  I  began  to 
miaginc  it  beft  to  ddlft  from  enquiry, 
and  try  what  my  own  obfcrvation  would 
difcover:  but  feeing  a  young  man,  gay 
raid  thoughtlcfs,  I  refolvcd  upon  one 
more  experiment,  ancl  was  informed  that 
J  WC9  in  the  garden  of  Hope,  the  daugh- 
rtr^/'VeHrv,  und  thit  all  thoft  whom  I 


faw  thus  tumultuouily  buftlfng 
mc,  were  incited  by  the  promircs  o 
and  hallniingto  feizc  the  gifts  wl 
held  in  her  hand. 

I  turned  my  fight  upward,  an 
goddefs  in  the  bloom  of  youth>  fi 
a  throne:  around  her  lay  all  the 
fortune,  and  all  the  blcflings  of  1 
fpread  abroad  to  view;  flie  had ; 
tual  gaiety  of  afpeft,  and  every  o: 
gined  that  her  fmile,  which  was 
tial  and  general,  was  direfled  to  1 
and  triumphed  in  his  own  fuperi 
others,  who  had  conceived  the  fai 
fidence  from  the  fame  millake. 

I  then  mounted  an  cminenc* 
which  I  had  a  more  ex  ten  five 
the  whole  place,  and  could  with  1 
plexity  conlidcT  the  different  con 
the  crowds  that  filled  it.  From 
tion  I  obfervcd,  that  the  entrar 
the  garden  of  Hone  was  by  twi 
one  of  which  was  Kept  by  Reaf< 
the  other  by  Fancy.  Rcafon  w 
and  fcmpulous,  and  feldom  tm- 
key  without  many  inteiTogatori 
long  hefitation;  but  Fancy  was 
and  gentle  poitrcfs  ;  (he  held  \ 
wide  open,  and  welcometl  all  cq 
the  diflri^  under  her  fupcrinte; 
fo  that  the  pufTage  was  crowdc< 
thofe  who  either  feared  the  exan 
of  Reafon,  or  had  been  rejefted 

From  the  ijuic  of  Rcafon  ther 
way  to  the  throne  of  Hope,  by 
gy,  flippery,  and  winding  path 
5ie  Streigbt  of  DJfficuIly^  whic 
who  entered  wlili  the  permiflioi 
gruardendcavoua-d  to  climb.  But 
they  fui-veyed  the  way  very  ch 
before  they  began  to  rife,  and 
out  the  feveral  ftages  of  their  p 
they  commonly  found  unexpe^t 
ftaclcs,  and  were  obliged  frcqu 
ftop  on  the  fudilen,  where  they  ir 
the  way  plain  and  even.  A  t! 
intricacies  cmbamincd  them,  a  tj 
flips  threw  them  back,  and  a  tl 
pitfols  impeded  their  advcTiCe. 
midable  were  the  dangers,  ant 
quent  the  mifcarriages,  tliat  ra 
turned  from  the  firll  attempt,  ar 
fainted  in  the  midft  cf  the  way,  a 
a  very  fmall  number  were  led  u 
fummit  of  Hope,  by  the  hand  oi 
tude.  Of  thefc  few,  the  grcai 
when  they  had  obtained  Ac  gil 
Hope  had  promifed  them,  regit 
labour  which  it  coft,  and  ftlt 
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tired  with  their  prize,  and  were 
Wildom  to  the  bowers  of  Content, 
■ning  then  towards  the  pate  of 
,  I  could  find  no  way  to  the  feat 
pc;  but  though  (he  fat  full  in 
and  held  out  her  gifts  with  an  air 
itation,  which  filled  every  heart 
apture,  the  mountain  was,  on  that 
nacccilibly  fteep,  but  i'o  channel- 
i  fliaded,  tliat  none  perceived  the 
ibility  of  afcending  it,  but  each 
led  himfclf  to  have  difcovered  a 
o  which  the  itil  were  flrangers. 
expedients  were  indeed  tried  by 
adulbrious  tribe,  of  wiiom  fome 
naking  theinfelves  wings,  which 
were  contrving  to  a^luate  by  the 
ual  motion.  But  with  all  their 
r,  and  all  their  artifices,  they  ne- 
fij  above  the  ground,  or  quickly 
ick,  nor  ever  approached  the  throne 
>pe,  brut  continued  Rill  to  g^aze  at 
ince,  and  laughed  at  the  (low  pro- 
of thofe  whoni  they  faw  toiling  in 
rfi^ht  qfDificuUj.. 
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Partof  the  favourites  of  Faacy,  when 
they  had  entered  the  garden,  without 
making,  like  the  reft,  an  attempt  t» 
climb  the  mountain,  turned  immediate'*- 
ly  to  the  vale  of  Idlenefs,  a  calm  and  un- 
difturbed  retii'ement,  firom  whence  they- 
could  always  have  Hope  in  profpeA,  and 
to  which  they  pleafed  themfelve&  with 
believing  tliat  ihe  intended  fpeedily  to 
defcend.  Thefe  were  indeed  icorned  by 
all  the  reft  J  but  they  feemed  very  little 
aife6ledby  contempt,  advice,  or  reproof, 
but  were  refolved  to  expert  at  eafe  the 
favour  of  the  goddefs. 

Among  this  gay  race  I  was  wander- 
ing, and  found  them  ready  to  anfwer  all 
my  queftions,  and  willing  to  commuxu'- 
cate  their  mirth:  but  turning  round,  I 
faw  two  dreadful  monfters  entering  the 
vale,  one  of  whom  I  knew  to  be  Age, 
and  the  other  Want.  Sport  and  revel- 
ling were  now  at  an  end,  and  an  uxuver- 
liil  ftiriek  of  affi-ight  and  diitrefs  burft 
out  and  awaked  me. 
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VIVENDVM  KKCTE,    CUM  FKOPTIK  FLUK  IMA,    TUNC  HIS 
TKACirUE   CAUSIS,  UT  LXNGUAS  MAKCIPXOftUM 
CONTZMNAS:   KAM  LINGUA  MALt  FARS  FSSSIMA  ISRVX. 


Jvvi 


LET  US  LIVE  WELL  :   WERK  IT  ALONt  FOR  THIS, 
THE  BANEFUL  TONGUES  OF  SERVANTS  TO  DZIFISE! 
SLANDER,  THAT   WORST  OF  POISONS,    KVVR    FINOS 
AN  ZAST  ENTRANCt  TO  ICNOBLI  MINDS. 

HZRTET* 


HE  younger  Pliny  has  very  juftly 
obferved,  that  of  a£lions  tnat  dc- 
our  attention,  the  moft  (plendid  are 
Jways  the  er^teft.  /  Fame,  and 
ler,  and  appTaufe,  are  not  excited 
y  external  and  adventitious  circum- 
ss,  often  diftin£l  and  feparate  from 
e  and  heroifm.  Eminence  of  fta- 
greainefs  of  effe^l,  and  all  the  fa- 
s  of  fortune,  muft  concur  to  place 
knee  in  publick  view}  but  iorti- 
<  diligence,  and  patience,  divefted 
eir  fliow,  glide  unobftrved  through 
30wd  of  life,  and  fuiSur  and  att, 
1^  with  the  fame  vigour  and  conftan- 
ck  witbout  pity  and  without  praile. 
bb  lanark  ma^^  be  extended  toall 
•  of:  fifii.  Nothing  is  to  be  eftiinat- 
f  k*9eAS  upon  common  eyes  Ind 
lA  wy.     A  thouGmd' xalCam 


make  filent  and  invifible  inroads  oo  man* 
kind,  and  the  heart  feels  innumerable 
throbs,  which  never  break  into  com- 
plaint. Perhaps,  likewife,  our  pleafures 
are  for  the  moil  part  eoually  iecret,  and  ' 
moft  are  borne  up  by  (ome  private  latif- 
fa£Uon,  fome  internal  coniciouiheft,  feme 
latent  hope,  Ibme  '  peculiar  proTpeft, 
which  they  never  communicate,  but  re* 
fervc  for  lolitary  hours,  and  clandeftihe 
meditation. 

The  main  of  life  is,  indeed,  compoC- 
ed  of  fmall  incidents,  and  petty  occur- 
rences^ of  wiftics  for  objefls  not  remote, 
and  grief  for  difappointments  of  no  fa- 
tal confequence^  of  info^l  vexations 
which  ftin|[  us  and  fly  away,  imperti- 
nences which  buix  aw\u\tt^yQraL\\x%)VDil 
are  heard  im»  mott^  o£  TMXftato^i^  ^^^k^^* 
furcs  wVicVi  diAce  \3ti01t  u%  wA  «c^^\^- 
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fipatedi  of  cbrtipHmfnts  which  plJde  off 
the  foul  like  other  mufick,  and  are  for- 
gotten by  him  that  gave  and  him  that  re- 
ceived them. 

Such  is  the  general  heap  out  of  which 
every  man  is  to  cull  his  own  condition: 
for,  as  the  chemifts  tell  us,  that  all 
bodies  are  refolvable  into  the  fame  el?- 
nentSy  an4  that  rheboundlefs  variety  of 
things  arifcs  from  the  different  propor- 
tions of  very  few  ingredients;  fo  a  few 
piins  and  a  few  pleafures  are  all  the 
materials  of  human  life,  and  of  thcfe  the 
proportions  are  partly  allotted  by  Provi- 
dence, and  partly  left  to  the  arrange - 
ment  of  rewon  and  of  choice. 

As  thefe  are  well  or  ill  difpofed,  man 
IS  for  the  moft  j>art  happy  or  milcniblc. 
For  very  few  are  involved  in  greiit  events, 
or  have  their  tliread  of  lite  cn^viltcd 
with  the  chain  of  caufes  on  which  :ir- 
mics  or  nations  are  fufpcndcd;  and  even 
thofc  who  fcem  wholly  buficd  in  publick 
affairs,  and  elevated  above  low  cares,  or 
trival  pleafures,  pafs  the  chief  part  of 
their  time  in  familiar  and  domeftick 
fcenc'S;  from  thefe  thoy  come  into  pub- 
lick  life,  to  thefe  they  are  every  ht Air  re- 
called by  pafTions  not  to  be  fupprdfed; 
in  thde  they  have  the  reward  of  ihcir 
toils,  and  to  thefe  at  laft  they  retire. 

The  great  end  of  prudence  is  to  f^ivc 
cheerful ncTs  to  thofii  hours  which  fplon- 
dour  cannot  gild,  and  acclamation  c.in- 
not  exhilaiate;  ihofe  foft  inter vaU  of 
unbended  amufement,  in  which  a  man 
ihrinks  to  bis  natural  dimenfions,  ar.d 
throws  afjde  the  ornaments  or  difguifc*, 
which  he  feels  in  privacy  to  be  ufclefs 
incumbrances,  and  to  lofe  uU  cfFe^  when 
they  become  familiar.  To  be  happy  at 
tiome  is  the  ultimate refu It  of  all  ambi- 
tion, the  end  to  which  evciy  enterprifc 
and  labour  tends,  and  of  which  every 
idefire  prompts  the  profcaition. 

It  is,  indeed,  at  home  that  every  man 
iDuft  be  known  by  thofe  who  would 
make  a  juft  eftimate  eidier  of  his  virtue 
or  ftiicity;  for  fmiles  and  embroidery 
src  alike  occaiional,  and  the  mind  Is  of^ 
ten  dreiTtd  for  (how  in  painted  honour 
and  fiOiiious  benevolence. 

Every  man  mufi  have  found  fome 
whnfe  Jives,  in  every  houfe  but  their 
own,  v^s  a  continual  (eries  of  hypocrify, 
and  who  concealed  under  fair  appear- 
ances bad  qualities,  which,  whenever 
they  thovght  thcmfdvcs  out  of  the 
reach  of  tenfutCf  broke  otrt  frba'thdr 


rertrsir.t,  like  winds  imprifoned  in  tl'flf 
caverns,  ami  whom  every  one  had  rca- 
fon  to  love,  but  they  whofo  love  a  wife 
man  is  chiefly  folicitoM^  to  procure. 
And  thfrc  are  others  wljo,  without  any 
fhow  of  prneral  goodntft,  and  wiiliout 
the  avrnic^it'ns  by  whicn  popularity  is 
cor.cilir.tcd,  arc  rece:v;:d  among  their 
own  familic.)  as  bcllowers  of  happinefi, 
and  rewi-cnced  asinftru^lor^  guardians, 
and  benef;iftor$. 

The  molt  au^hemick  witncflcs  of  any 
man's  ch^rattcr  arc  ihoft  who  know  him 
in  his  own  family,  and  Ice  him  witho\it 
any  reflraint,  or  nilc  of  conduct,  but 
fuch  as  he  voluntarily  prticiibi?*  tohim- 
felf.  If  a  man  cairies  virtue  with  htm 
into  i\i.%  pri-*-atc  apartriictns.an.i  takes  no 
adv?.ntaf;e  of  unlimitcil  power  or  pro- 
bable fec'-ccy;  if  we  trace  him  through 
the  round  of  his  time,  and  find  that  his 
charai'^lcr,  with  thofc  allowances  which 
mortal  friilty  muft  alv/ays  w.int,  is  uni- 
form and  refulaj ,  we  ha\"e  all  the  evi* 
dcncc  ot  his  ilncerity  that  one  man  cart 
have  with  fL-^ard  to  another:  and,  in- 
dctJ,  as  hyp  cri I y  cannot  be  it's  own 
reward,  we  may,  without  lioiltation,  du- 
tcrmine  that  his  henit  is  pure. 

I'hc  h!:;heft  pancg}'rick,  therefore, 
thai  private  virtui*  can  rccci\e,  is  the 
prailc  of  fen  ants.  For,  however  vanity 
or  ii.folcncc  may  look  down  with  con- 
ten,  it  on  the  fulfragc  of  men  undigni- 
fie'  by  wtallh,  and  unenlightened  by 
education,  it  very  feldom  happ:ns  that 
they  commend  or  blame  without  juflice. 
Vice  and  virtue  arc  cafily  diilin^uiihed. 
Opprcfiion,  according  to  Harnngton's 
aphorllin,  will  be  fell  by  thofc  that  can- 
not fee  it;  and,  perhaps,  it  falls  out 
very  often,  that,  in  moral  quefHons,  the 
philofcphers  in  the  gown,  and  in  the 
livery,  diflftT  not  fo  much  in  their  fenti- 
ments  as  in  their  lan^age,  and  hai^ 
equal  power  of  difcemmg  right,  though 
they  cannot  point  it  out  to  others  with 
equal  addrefs. 

There  are  very  few  faults  to  be  com- 
mitted in  folitude,  or  without  (bme 
agents,  partners,  confedersrtes,  or  wit- 
neflcs;  and  therefore  the  feiram  mnft 
commonly  know  the  fecrecs  of  u  nrnftcTt 
who  has  any  fecrets  to  entruft;  aifd  fail- 
ings, merely  peffonal,  are  fo  f recraendt 
Efcdby  that  fccurity  whichmdc  an 
generally  produce,  and  io  idqaifi- 
/  watched  by  thiit  define  of  reoocv 
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tV  lower  ordfirs  of  the  world  will  aU 
yn\9  firl,  that  the  tcftiinony  of  a  nie- 
ntaltlomeftickcan  felilom  he  confidered 
35  dcfeftivc  for  want  of  knowledge. 
And  though  ifs  impartiality  may  be 
fometimes  fufpe^icd,  it  is  at  leaii  as 
CTpJible  as  that  of  equals,  where  ri\  airy 
infti^ies  cenl'ure,  or  fiicndlhip didlatcs 
palliation:;. 

The  dansrer  of  bcti-aying  our  wcak- 
ncfs  to  our  fcrvants,and  the  impoflibili- 
t\of  ccnceialinj^  it  from  them,  maybe 
jiilfly  conlid.n^d  as  one  motive  to  a  re- 
gular and  in-q^roachable  life.  For  no 
condition  is  more  hateful  or  'dcfptcable, 
t'.unhis  who  has  put  hirofelf  In  thepow- 
erot*  hts  fcivant;  in  tlxe  power  of  him 
w-hom,  perhaps,  he  has  nrft  con-upted 
by  making  him  fubfervient  to  his  vKe^, 
and  whofc  fidelity  he  therefore  cannot 
wfbrcc  by  any  precepts  of  honclty  or 
reafen .  It  is  leldom  known  that  autho  • 
rity,  thus  acquired,  is  poflefled  without 
ifliolcncc,  or  that  the  matter  is  not  forc- 
ed to  ccnfcfs,  by  his  tamenei's  or  foi* 


'57 

beuiancc,  that  he  hits  «n flared  him^lf 
by  fomc  foolifh  conHJence.  And  hit 
crime  k  equally  punifheJ,  whitevcr  part 
he  tnkcs  of  the  choice  to  which  he  is  re- 
duced; and  he  is  from  that  fatal  hour, 
in  which  he  facrificed  his  dignity  to  his 
p-jfnon*;,  in  perpetual  dread  of  infolence 
or  dffamation;  of  acontroulcrathome^ 
or  nn  accufer  abroad.  He  is  condemr 
wed  to  pill-chafe,  by  continual  bribes^ 
that  fcrrecy  which  bribes  ncrcr  fenired* 
and  which,  after  a  long  courfe  of  fuh- 
miflion,  pn^mifis,  i^nd  anxietiet,  he 
will  fnd  violated  in  a  fit  of  ragt,  or  im 
a  frolick  of  drunkcnnefs. 

To  di ead  no  e^e,  and  to  fu^ie6l  vm 
tongue,  is  the  t^at  prerogatrre«f  iimo<» 
ccncf ;  an  exemption  gnnted  only  to  in- 
variable \-irtuc.  But  j:;uili  has  always  it^t 
horrors  and  folicitudc^i;  and  to  inakest 
yet  more  fhameful  and  deteftable,  it  h 
doomed  often  to  ftand  in  awe  of  tbo& 
to  whom  nothing  could  give  iaftuence 
or  weight,  but  their  powei-  of  becraying» 
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TttT    Q_rOQVF,    UT  IN   SPECULO    R  U  fi  AS  AD3PEX1T  AKlT.r  ^, 
TYKPARISj    ET  5ECUM,    CVR    SIT    BIS   R/.PT  A,  RIQ^Ul  UT. 
TSMPVS  KDAX  KtRUM,    TU<i.'JK  INVIDXOSA  VLTUSTAg 
OMNIA   DKSTRUITIS:    VITXATAQ^UE  PENTIBVS  ATI 
FAULATIM  LEMTA   CONSUMITIS  OMNIA   MORTE. 

Ovxs. 

THX  DEKADTUL  WRINKLES  WHEN  POOR   HELEN  SPy'd, 
ah!   why  THIS  SECOND  RAPE? — WITH  TEARS  SHE  Cay'o: 
TIME,  THOU  DEVOl'RFR,    Am  THOL*  ENVlnuS  ACC, 
WHO  ALL  DESTROY   WITH   KEEN   CORKOPING  RA^E,  , 

BHiXATHYOUR   JAWS,     WHATI*KK  HA\£    PI.EAS'doR  PLZ/ISa^ 
MUST  SINK,  CONSVM'D  BY  SWIFT  OR  SLOW     DECREES. 


11  N  okl  Greek  epimmmatift,  intend - 
X\  ing  to  fhew  the  mifcrics  that  at- 
tend the  hft  ftage  of  man,  imprecates 
upon  thofe  who  are  fo  foolifti  as  to  wifh 
for  long  life,  the  calamity  of  continuing 
to  pow  okl  from  centiiiy  to  centuiy. 
He  niought  that  no  adventitious  or  fo- 
rei^pain  was  requidte,  that  decrepitude 
irfdf  was  an  epitome  of  whatever  is 
drmafBl,  and  nothing  could  I  e  addeil  to 
thecvrfe  df  Age,  but  that  it  fliould  be 
extcitded  bdSronA  it*s  natural  lunits. 

lYiieniolnlidHfbrent  or  negligent  (bec- 
litor  did  indtai  Tcarcely  retire  wi^out 
hAif^tdk  of  Iteait,  from  a  view  of  the 
kft  HMn  'of  die  tngedy  df  Hfc,  in 
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parts  of  the  drtmia  were  diftinguilhed  by 
oppoHtion  of  condu^,  contrariety  of 
dri]u:ns,  and   diflimilJLudc  of  pcrtonal 

2u:iIiti^:s,  all  involved  in  one  commOA 
iftrcfs,  and  all  ftruggling  with  afflic- 
tion which  they  caunut  hope  to  over« 
come. 

The  other  mifcrics,  which  waylay  our 
pafTagc  through  the  world,  wifclom  may 
efcape,  and  fortitude  may  conqueri  br 
caution  and  circumf^xr^ion  we  mayfteu 
along  with  very  little  to  obftru6l  or  in- 
connnode  usj  by  fpirit  and  vigour  wt 
may  force  a  way,  and  reward  the  vcka- 
tion  of  contcil  by  the  uVcaLCuTc^^  nVE!(a- 
ry.  But  a  time  m\m  come  n^^aa.  ^n« 
policy  and  bt^vtry  fti^WfecpaJCi'^^'^ 


1S8 


THE    RAMBLER. 


lefft;  when  wc  fhall  all  fink  Into  helplcfT- 
ncfs  and  fadnefs,  without  any  power  of 
receiving  folace  from  the  plcaiiirc*.  ih::t 
have  formerly  delighted  us,  or  anv  pro- 
fpcft  of  emerging  into  a  fccond  poflcirion 
<»f  the  bielTmgs  that  we  have  lolt. 

Theindiiftry  of  man  has,  indjced,  not 
been  wanting  in  endeavours  to  procure 
comforts  for  thefe  hours  cf  dejeftion  pnd 
melancholy,   and  to  gild  the  dneadfui 
gloom  with  artificial  lighr.     The  moft 
tiTual  fupport  of  old  age  is  wealth.    He 
whofe  poflTcflions  are  lariie,  and  whofe 
chefts  are  full,  imagines  himfelf  al-.v?.y8 
fortified  againft  invafions  on  his  autho- 
lity.     If  he  his  loft  all  other  mc-^ns  of 
covernment,  if  his  ftrength  and  h-s  r<:a- 
ibn  fail  him,  he  can  at  hft  alter  his  will; 
and  therefore  all  that  have  hopes  muft 
likewife  have  fears,  and  he  m:^y  ft;  11 
contihue  to  give  laws  to  fuch  ?s  hrive 
not  ceafed  to  regard  their  own  intcreft. 
This  is,  indeed,  too  frequently  the 
citadel  of  the  dotard,  the  laft  foiirefs  to 
which  age  retires,  and  in  which  hr  makes 
the  ftand  again (l  the  upf^rirt  mce  thit 
feizcs  his  domains,   difpu'ies  his  roin- 
mands,  and  cimcels  his  prcfcriptimis. 
But  here,  though  there  may  he  fafety, 
there  is  nopleafure;  and  \vl:at  rerr.nin^is 
but  a  proot  that  more  was  once  jJoiTciTtd. 
Nothing  fccms  to  have  been  m^^re  uni- 
verfally  dreaded  by  the  ancients  than  or- 
bity,or  want  of  children;  and,  indeed, 
to  a  man  who  has  furvivcd  all  ihr  ci>in- 
panions  of  his  youth,  all  who  luive  pnr- 
ticipated  his  pleafurcs  and  his  carts, 
have  been  ergngcd  in  the  fame  cvcntb, 
and  fillet!  their  minds  with  the  fame  con- 
ceptions, this  ^full  p»eoplcd  world  is  a 
^    dilinal  folitude.     He  (lands  forlorn  and 
iilent,  neglcfled  or  infultcd,  in  the  midft 
of  multitudes, animated  with  hopes  which 
he  cannot  fharc,  andemploytd  in  biifinefs 
which  he  is  no  longer  able  lo  ^ol^vard  or 
retard;  nor  can  he  find  any  to  whom  his 
life  or  his  death  arc  of  importance,  un- 
lefs  he  has  fecured  fome  domcftick  gra- 
tifications,   fome  tender  cmploynnnts, 
and  endeared  himfclf  to  fome  wiiole  inte- 
reft  and  giatitudc  may  unite  them  to  him. 
So  different  are  the  colours  of  life,  as 
we  look  forward  to  the  future,  or  back- 
ward to  the  paft;  and  fo  different  the  opi- 
nions and  ientiments  which  this  contra- 
riety of  ajipcarance  natin-ally  produces, 
that  the   convcrfation  of  tnc  old  and 
young  emh  ^nerally  with  contempt  or 
pity  on  either  fide.    To  a  young  rnxn 


entering  the  world,  with  fulnefs  of  hope, 
and  arrfcmof  purfuit,  nothing  is  fo  un- 
pleafing  as  the  cold  caution,  the  faint 
expectations,  the  fcrupulous  diffidence, 
which  experience  and  difappointmenti 
certainly  mfufe;  and  the  old  man  won- 
ders, in  his  turn,  that  the  world  never  can 
grow  wTer,  tint  neither  precepts,  nor 
teftimonies,  ran  cure  hoys  of  their  ere. 
duiir}'  and  lurficienc}' ;  and  that  not  one 
can  be  convinced  that  fnares  are  Uidfor 
him,  till  he  finds  himfclf  entangled. 

Thus  one  generation  is  always  the 
fcom  and  wonder  of  the  other,  and  the 
notions  of  the  old  and  young  arc  liks 
liquors  of  different  gravitv  and  texturo, 
which  never  can  unite.  The  fpirits  of* 
youth  fuhlimcd  by  health,  ami  vohtilifd 
by  paflTion,  (bon'lcavt.-  behind  tliem  the 
phlegm  atick  fed i men t  of  wenrinefs  and 
deliheratio:-.,  and  burft  out  in  temeritf 
and  enterprise.  The  tendcrnefs,  diere- 
fore,  which  nature  infufes,  and  which 
long  habits  of  beneficence  confirm,  is 
ncreflary  to  reconcile  fuch  cppofitioD; 
an'd  an  old  man  mull  be  a  fatho"  to 
bear  wirli  patience  thofc  follies  and  ab* 
furdltics  which  he  will  perpetually  ima- 
gine himfelf  to  find  in  the  fchemesand 
expc6tation->,  the  plcafures  and  thefor- 
rows,  of  thofc  who  have  not  yet  been 
harilcned  by  tijnc,  and  chilled  by  fru- 
ftiation. 

Yet  it  may  b;  doubted,  whether  the 
plj-alure  of  feeing  children  ripening  into 
llrength,  be  nor  over-balanced  by  the 
pain  of  letiiig  feme  fall  in  the  bloffom, 
and  others  blaflcd  in  their  growth ;  fome 
fiiaken  down  by  ftorms,  fome  tainted 
with  cankers,  and  Ibmc  Oirivelled  in  the 
fhade;  and  whctlier  he  that  extends  his 
care  beyond  himfelf  does  not  multiply 
his  anxieties  more  than  his  pleafuies» 
and  wcaiy  himfelf  to  no  purpofe,  by 
fupenntending  what  he  cannot  regulate. 
But  tliough  age  be  to  every  order  of 
human  beings  fufficiently  terrible,  K  is 
particularly  to  be  dreaded  by  fine  ladies, 
who  have  had  no  other  end  or  ambition 
than  to  fill  up  the  day  and  the  night  widi 
di  efs,  diverfions,  and  flattery ;  and  who 
hav  ing  made  no  acquaintance  with  know- 
ledge, or  with  bunnefs,  have  conftandy 
caught  all  their  ideas  from  the  current 
prattle  of  the  hour,  and  been  indebted 
for  all  their  hauninefs  to  complinients 
and  treats.  With  thefe  ladies,  age  be- 
gins early,  and  very  ofben  tafts  langi  it 
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th  lofen  It's  fprightlmef*,  and 
ion  it's  cale.  From  that  time, 
t  g^ve  them  joy  vanilhes  from 
ra ;  they  hear  the  praifes  bcftow- 
hers  which  ufed  to  fwell  tlicir 
nth  exultation.  They  vifit  the 
felicity,  and  endeavour  to  con- 
habit  of  being:  deHghted.  But 
s  only  received  when  wc  believe 
^ve  it  in  return.  Negleft  and 
t  inform  them,  that  their  power 
*  value  are  paft ;  and  what  then 
but  a  tedious  and  comfort- 
'ormity  of  time,  without  any 
jf  the  heart,  or  exercife  of  the 

liowever  age  may  difcouragc  us 
appearance  fix)m  confidering  it 
rft,  we  fhall  all  by  degrees  cer- 
e  old ;  and  therefore  we  ought 
re  what  provifion  can  be  made 
(lat  time  of  diftrefs  ?  what  hap- 
n  be  ftored  up  againft  the  win- 
?  and  how  we  may  pafs  our  lat- 
with  ferenity  and  chcerfulnefs  ? 
has  been  found  by  the  experi- 
nankindy  that  not  even  the  bcft 
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feafons  of  life  arc  able  to  fupply  fuffi- 
cicnt  gratifications,  without  anticipating 
uncertain  felicities ;  it  cannot  furely  be 
fuppofed,  that  old  age,  worn  with  It- 
bour<;,  haraifsd  with  anxieties,  and  tor-« 
turcd  with  difeafes,  fhould  have  any 
gladnefs  of  it's  own,  or  feel  any  fatis- 
fa^lion  from  the  contemplation  of  the 
prcfent.  All  the  comfort  that  can  now 
be  expelled  muft  be  recalled  from  tho 
paft,  or  borrowed  from  the  future;  the 
paft  is  very  foon  exhaufted,  all  the  events 
or  a^lions  of  which  the  memory  can  af- 
ford pleafure  are  quicJdy  recolle6bd| 
and  the  future  lies  beyond  the  grave» 
where  it  can  be  reached  only  by  virtue 
and  devotion. 

Piety  is  the  only  proper  and  adequate 
relief  of  decaying  man.  He  that  grows 
old  without  rrligfous  hopes,  as  he  de« 
clines  into  iml^cilitv,  and  feels  paine 
and  ibrrows  inceflantlv  crowding  upon 
him,  falls  into  a  gulph  of  bottonuefe 
mifery,  in  which  evciy  refleflion  muft 
plunge  him  deeper,  and  where  he  finds 
only  new  gradations  of  anguifli,  aii4 
precipices  of  horrour. 
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'  ARGENTSA  FKOLZSy 

AVKO  D£TItlO«,  FULVO  PHXTXOSIOa   JEtX. 


SUCCIIDING  TIMES  A  SILVER 
IXCELLING  BKASS,    BUT  MOKX 

lOD,  in  his  celebrated  diftri- 
tion  of  mankind,  divides  them 
i  orders  of  intellca.  « The  firll 
Ciys  he,  *  belongs  to  hira  that 
f  his  own  powers  difccm  what 
t  and  fit,  and  penetrate  to  the 
r  motives  of  aftion.  The  fe- 
»  claimed  by  hira  that  is  willing 
'm^ru£lion,  and  can  perceive 
nd  wrong  when  they  are  (hewn 
r  another  J  but  he  that  has  nci- 
:utcnefs  nor  docili^,  who  can 
find  die  way  by  himfclf,  nor 
led  by  others,  is  a  wretch  with- 
;  or  value/ 

fbrrey  the  moral  world.  It  will 
9  that  the  fame  divifion  may  be 
men  with  regard  to  their  vir- 
bere  are  fome  whofe  principles 
ohr  fixed,  whofe  conviaion  is 
itfy^prcfent  to  their  minds,  and 
s  railed  in  tbem/elves  fucb  ar- 
ts for  thesipprohztioii  of  Codg 
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and  the  happinefs  with  which  he  has  pro* 
mifed  to  (eward  obedience  and  perieve- 
ranee,  that  they  rife  above  all  other 
cares  and  confiderations,  and  uniformly 
examine  everj"  aftion  and  deiire,  by  com- 
paring it  with  the  divine  commands, 
TTierc  are  others  in  a  Itind  of  equipoife,, 
between  good  and  ill;  who  are  moved 
on  the  one  part  by  riches  or  pleafure^ 
by  the  gratifications  of  pafTibn  and  die 
delights  of  fenfe;  and,  on  the  other,  by 
laws  of  which  they  own  the  obligarion, 
and  rewards  of  which  they  believe  the 
r»lity,  and  whom  a  very  fmall  addition 
of  weight  turns  either  way.  The  diird 
clafs  confifts  of  beings  immcrfed  in  plea- 
fure, or  abandoned  to  pailion,  widiout 
any  define  of  higher  «)od,  or  any  cf-  ' 
fort  to  extend  their  thoughts  beyond 
immediate  and  grofs  fadsfeaions. 

The  fccond  c\afs  U  Co  ttwcYv  ^^  xt«>^ 
numerouj,  that  it  may  \>e  cotvCitetj^^ 
coHiprifing  tbcwhokbodv  o?  tiwcOiCvtA. 
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Thofe  of  the  bft  are  not  very  jnr.ny, 
and  thofe  of  tlie  firft  arc  very  te\vj  and 
Btither  the  one  nor  the  other  fall  much 
under  the confidemtion  uf  thcinoraiift, 
vhofe  precepts  are  intended  chietiy  for 
tiiofe  who  are  endaavouring  to  gu  for- 
irard  up  the  fteeps  of  virtue;  not  for 
thofe  wno  have  ah-cady  reached  tl^.e  liini- 
mit,  or  thofe  who  arc  rcfolved  to  lUy 
f&r  ever  in  their  prcfcnt  fituation. 

Toamannotverfed  in  the  Uvinp:  w'orld, 
Vutaccuftomed  to  judge  only  by  fpecu- 
lative  reafon,  it  is  frarcely  crediHlo  thit 
any  one  IhouLd  be  in  this  (late  of  indif- 
ference, or  (land undctcimined and  un- 
engaged, ready  to  follow  the  firft  call  to 
either  fide.  It  feems  certain,  that  cither 
a  man  mud  believe  that  virtue  will  make 
bim  happy,  and  refolve  theiefore  to  l^ 
virtuous,  or  think,  that  he  may  be  happy 
vithout  virtue,  and  therefore  cad  oft  all 
care  but  for  his  prefent  intereft.  Itfcems 
impoiTible  that  convi^ion  fhould  be  on 
«ne  fide  and  practice  on  the  other;  and 
that  he  who  has  fecn  tlie  right  way, 
Ibould  voluntarily  (hut  his  eyes,  that  he 
may  quit  it  with  more  tranquillity.  Yet 
all  thefc  abfurditics  are  eveiy  hour  to  be 
found;  the  wileft  and  beft  men  deviate 
from  known  and  acknowledged  duties, 
by  inadvertency  or  furprifc;  and  moft 
are  good  no  longer  than  while  temptation 
is  away,  than  while  tb.cir  palTions  are 
without  excitements,  and  their  opinions 
are  free  from  the  counterailion  of  any 
odier  motive. 

Among  the  fcr.timents  which  almoft 
e^'ery  man  chnngtrs  as  he  ailvanccs  into 
years,  is  the  expcftation  of  uniforniiiy 
of  chara^er.  He  that  without  acquaint- 
ance with  the  power  of  dcfirc,  thL*  co- 
gency of  diftrcfs,  the  complicatioiis  of 
affairs,  or  the  fence  of  partial  influence, 
has  filled  his  mind  with  the  cxcc'litncc 
of  virtue,  ami  having  never  tried  his  le- 
iblution  in  any  encounters  with  hope  or 
fear,  believes  it  able  to  ftund  finn  wh:it- 
ever  (hall  oppolc  it,  will  l»e  always  cla- 
morous againft  the  fmiillcft  failure,  rea- 
dy to  exa£i  the  utinoll  pun6\ualitics  of 
neht,  and  to  confider  ever)'  man  tlut 
fads  in  any  part  cf  his  duty,  as  without 
ronicicnce  and  without  merit  unwor- 
thy of  truft  or  love,  of  pity  or  regard; 
as  an  enemy  whom  all  fhoiild  join  to 
drive  out  of  ibciety,  as  a  pelt  which  all 
iiould  avoid,  or  as  a  weed  wliich  all 
fliould  trample. 

It  is  not  but  by  experience  that  we 
«fr  Uugkt  the  piffKbuity  of  retaining 
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feme  virtues,  and  rejcfting  others,  orof 
bcsnc;  good  or  bad  to  a  particular  degree. 
For  it  is  very  eaiy  to  the  folitary  reafim- 
er  to  pjove  that  the  fame  arguments  by 
which  the  mind  is  fortified  aninft  one 
crime  areof  equiii  {ovce  agaihS  all;  ud 
tiie  confcqxicnce  ver/  naturally  followi, 
that  he  whom  they  fail  to  move  on  any 
occafion  hab  either  never  coniidcred  them, 
or  has  by  fome  fallacy  taught  himfelf  to 
evade  their  validity';  and  that,  therefore,     ' 
when  a  man  is  known  to  be  c^uiltyof     i 
one  crime,  no  farther  evidence  is  need-      j 
ful  of  his  depravity  and  corruption.  \ 

Yet  fuch  is  the  (late  of  all  mortal 
virtue,  that  it  is  always  uncertain  and  V2' 
riable,  fometinies  extending  to  the  whole 
compafi  of  duty,  and  fometimes  (Krink- 
ing  into  a  narrow  fpace,  and  fortifying 
only  a  few  avenues  of  the  heart,  whik 
all  the  reil  is  left  open  to  the  incurfioni 
of  appdtite,  or  given  up  to  the  dominion 
of  wickednefs.  Nothing  therefore  is 
more  unjuft  than  to  judge  of  man  by  too 
fhort  an  acquaintance,  and  too  flight  in- 
fpe6lion;  for  it  often  happens,  that  in  the 
loofe,  and  thought lefs,  and  diilipatcd, 
theje  is  a  fcci-et  radical  woith,  which 
may  (hoot  out  by  proper  cultivation;  that 
the  fpark  of  heaven,  thougli  dimmed  and 
obllmfted,  is  yet  not  extinj:^iflied,  but 
m  ly  by  the  ort;uh  of  couniel  and  exhor- 
tation be  kindled  into  flame. 

To  im'.«glne  that  every  one  who  is  not 
comj)]etcly  good  is  irrecoverably  aban- 
doned, is  to  fiippofr  that  all  are  capable 
of  the  fame  degrees  of  excellence;  it  is 
indeed  toexa^,  from  all,  that  perfe£Uon 
which  none  ever  can  attiin.  And  fir.ce 
the  purclt  virtue  is  conhitcnt  with  fome 
vice,  and  the  virtue  of  the  greateft  num- 
ber with  almoiV  nn  ei^uil  proportion  of 
contrary  qualities,  let  none  too  haftilv 
conclude,  that ;-  !1  r;'.7odncfi  is  loft,  thougn 
it  may  for  a  time  be  douded  and  over- 
whelmed ;  for  moft  minds  are  the  flaves 
of  external  circumitances,  and  conform 
to  any  hanil  that  undertakes  to  mould 
tliem,  roll  <lown  any  torrent  of  cuftom 
in  w'n.ich  they  hnppen  to  be  caught,  or 
bend  to  any  import  unity  tliat  bears  hard 
a^^iiinft  them. 

It  nny  be  particularly  obfenred  of 
women,  that  tnc)'arc  for  themoft  part 
good  or  bad,  as  they  fall  among  tnofe 
who  praftiie  vice  or  viitue;  and  tlut  nei- 
ther education  nor  r^afon  give*  theai 
much  fecurity  againft  the  influcnc!  of 
example,  Whether  it  be  that  they  have 
lei's  cour^^e  \o  ^tcu\  'a.^-aixtflL  Q^^^tioBi 
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beir  dcfire  of  admiration  makes 
criiice  their  principles  to  the 
afure  of  worthlefs  praife,  it  is 
whatever  be  the  cauie,  that  fe- 
xlncfs  feldom  keeps  it*s  ground 
anghter,  flattery,  or  fafhion. 
his  reafon,  every  one  fliould 
himfclf  as  entnifted  not  only 
own  condu6l,  but  with  that  of 
md  as  accountable,  not  only  for 
8  which  he  negle€ls,or  the  crimes 
ommits,  but  for  that  negligence 
;ularity  which  he  may  encourage 
rate. Every  man,  in  whatever  fta- 
»,  or  endeavours  to  have,  his  fol- 


lowers, admirers,  and  imitators,  and  has 
therefore  the  influence  of  his  example  to 
watch  with  care;  he  ought  to  avoid  not 
only  crime8,but  the  appearance  of  crimes  ^ 
and  not  only  to  pra6life  virtue,  but  to  ap- 
plaud, countenance,  and  fupport  it.  For 
It  is  poilible  that  for  want  ot  attention  we 
may  teach  others  faults  from  which  our- 
fclves  are  free,  or  by  a  cowardly  defer- 
tion  of  a  caufe  whicn  we  oiirfclvcs  ap- 
prove, may  pervert  diofe  who  fix  their 
eyes  upon  us,  and  having  norule  of  their 
own  to  guide  their  couHe,  are  eafily 
mined  by  the  aberrations  of  diat  example 
whicfi  they  chufe  for  their  dire^ions. 


LXXI.    TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  20,  1750. 

txvkkk  hjjod  prorcko  ?aupkr,  nic  1nutili8  ankis 
da  vsniam,  proyekat  viver£  nemo  satis. 

Makt. 
truz,  sir,  to  livt  i  haste;  your  pardon  civey 
70r  tell  me,  who  makes  haste  enough  to  live? 

F.  Lewis. 


.NY  words  and  fentences  are  fo 
'requently  heard  in  the  mouths 
that  a  fuperficial  obferver  is  in- 
)  believe,  that  they  muft  contain 
mary  principle,  (ome  great  rule 
n,  which  it  is  proper  always  to 
efent  to  the  attention,  and  by 
le  ufe  of  every  hour  is  to  be  ad- 
Yet,  if  we  confidcr  the  condufl 
fententious  philofophers,  it  will 
t  found,  that  they  repeat  thefe 
ns,  merely  becaufe  they  have 
ere  heard  them,  becaufe  tliey 
>thing  clfe  to  fay,  or  becau/e 
ink  veneration  gained  by  fuch 
Qces  of  wifdom,  but  tnat  no 
:  annexed  to  the  words,  and  that 
ig  to  the  old  blunder  of  the  fol- 
»r  Ariftotle,  their  fouls  are  mere 
organs,  which  tnmfmit  £6unds, 
not  underftand  them, 
is  kind  is  the  well  known  and  well 
pofition,  that  lift  isjbort,  which 
C3sd  among  mankind  by  an  atten- 
itor,  many  times  a  day>  but  which 
et  within  my  reach  of  obferva- 
:  any  imprr^on  upon  the  mind ; 
laps,  if  my  readers  will  turn  their 
s  back  upon  their  old  friends, 
U  find  it  difBcult  to  call  a  fingle 
remembrance,  who  appeared  to 
int  life  was  ihort  till  he  was  about 
i. 

obicrvable  that  Horacev  in  his 
ofihcchaniSUrs  of  men,  as  they 
1i£gdbf  the  various  influence  of 


time,  remarks,  that  the  old  man  is  dila^ 
tor,  f^e  /9«|^ir/-*given  toprocraftinationi 
and  mclin^  to  extend  his  hopes  to  a 
great  diftance.  So  far  are  we  generally 
from  thinking  what  we  often  fay  of  the 
fhortnefs  of  hfe,  that  at  the  time  when 
it  is  neceflarily  (horteft,  we  form  projects 
which  we  delay  to  execute,  indulge  fuch 
expe£lations  as  nothing  but  a  long  train 
of  events  can  gratify,  and  fufFer  tho(e 
paflions  to  gain  upon  us,  which  are  only 
excufable  in  the  prime  of  life. 

Thefe  reflections  were  lately  excited 
in  my  mind  by  an  evening's  converfa- 
tion  with  my  friend  Profpcro,  who,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-live,  has  bought  an  eflate^ 
and  18  now  contriving  to  difpofe  and 
cultivate  it  with  uncommon  elegance. 
His  great  pleafurc  is  to  walk  among 
(lately  trees,  and  lie  mufing  in  the  heat 
of  noon  under  their  fh?xle  j  he  is  there- 
fore maturely  confidering  how  he  (hall 
difpofe  his  walks  and  his  groves,  and  has 
at  lafl  determined  to  fend  for  the  be(^ 
plans  from  Italy,  and  forbear  planting 
till  the  next  fcafon. 

Thus  is  life  trifled  away  in  prepara- 
tions to  do  what  never  can  be  done,  if 
it  be  left  unattempted  tUl  all  the  requi- 
(ites  which  imagination  can  fnggefl  are 
gathered  together.  Where  our  defign 
terminates  only  in  our  own  fatisfa£lion» 
the  miflake  is  of  no  great  importance; 
for  the  plcafure  of  cx^e&Xtv^  ciC^o^jTwtYvx. 
is  often  greater  vV\a«  tW  o^  Q\iVivKvTv|,Sx» 
and  the  completion  oi  a^mo^  titi^  m^ 
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is  found  a  dHapj>ointm*ht;  but  when 
many  others  arc  intercfted  in  an  under- 
taking, when  any  dcfi^n  is  fonncd,  in 
which  the  improvement  or  fccurity  of 
mankind  is  involved,  nothing  is  more 
imworthy  either  of  'wiftlom  or  benevo- 
lence, than  to  delay  it  from  time  to  time, 
or  to  forget  how  much  every  day  that 
pafTcs  over  us  takes  awav  from  our  pow- 
er, and  how  foon  an  id(e  purpofc  to  do 
an  a^lion  finks  into  a  mournful  wi(h 
that  it  had  once  been  done. 

We  are  frequently  importuned,  by 
the  bacchanalian  writers,  to  lay  hold  on 
the  pi^fent  hour,  to  catch  the  plealurcs 
withm  our  reach,  and  rememl>er  that  fu- 
turity is  not  at  our  command. 

To  ^:hyftx/>caj£i  /?«*:»  XP^'""*  ^^  ^*  'rra^ixQni, 

ZnTAV  iyptjTlic  tf  p'oJoy,  uWa,  Bicrof, 
Soon  fades  the  rofe;  ouce  paft  the  fragrant 

hour. 
The  loiterer  finds  a  bramble  for  a  flowV. 

But  furcly  thcfe  exhortations  may, 
>vlth  equal  propriety,  be  applied  to  bit- 
ter purpofes;  it  may  be  at  leall  inculcat- 
ed, that  plcafures  are  more  fafely  po(l- 
poned  than  virtues,  and  that  greater  lois 
IS  fufFcreJ  by  miffing  an  opportunity  of 
doing  good,  than  an  hour  of  giddy  fro- 
lick  and  noify  merriment. 

When  Baxter  had  loft  a  thoufand 
pounds,  which  he  hail  laid  up  for  the  e- 
reflion  of  a  fchool,  he  ufed  frequently 
to  mention  the  misfortune  as  an  incite- 
ment to  be  charituMe  while  God  gives 
(he  power  of  beilowir.g,  and  confidcred 
himfelf  as  culpable  in  fome  degree  for 
having  left  a  good  u<5\ion  in  the  hands  of 
chance,  and  fuffcrcd  liis  benevolence  to 
be  defeated  for  want  of  quicknefs  and 
diligence. 

It  is  lamented  by  Hearnc,  the  learned 
antiq;:r.r\'  of  Oxford,  that  th'S  general 
forget  fulncfs  of  the  fragility  of  life,  has 
remarkably  infe6\ed  the  ftudents  of  mo- 
numents and  records  J  as  their  employ- 
ment confifts  firft  in  colle6^ing,  and  af- 
terwards in  arranging  or  aoftrac^ing, 
what  libraries  afford  them,  thsy  oujrlit 
to  amafs  no  more  than  they  can  digell ; 
but  when  they  have  undertaken  a  work, 
they  go  on  fiiarchlnff  and  t.anfcrihing, 
call  for  new  fuppTies  when  they  arc 
already  ovc.burthcned,  and  at  laft  leave 
til'  ir  work  \infiniflitd.  *  Tt  is,'  fays  he, 
*  I  hi.  bulincf?  of  a  good  antiquary,  as 
'  of  A  ^oih]  m:in,  to  have  mortaUty  al- 
''  ivy  A  bd'oit'  him,' 


Thus,  not  only  in  the  flumber 
but  in  the  diflipation  of  ill-diiTi 
duftry,  is  the  fhortnefs  of  life  ^ 
ly  forgotten.  As  fome  men  U 
hours  in  lazinefs,  becaufe  they 
that  there  is  time  enough  for  the 
tion  of  ncglc6l,  others  bufy  the 
in  providing  tliat  no  length  of  1 
want  employment  J  and  it  often  1 
that  flup^imnefs  and  activity  ar€ 
ly  furprilcd  by  the  laft  fummor 
perifh  not  moi-e  diflferoully  froi 
other  tlian  the  fowl  that  receii 
fliot  in  hf  r  flight,  from  her  that  i 
upon  the  bufli. 

Among  tlie  many  improvcmen 
by  the  laft  centuries  in  human 
ledge,  may  be  numbered  the  ex: 
culationsof  the  value  of  life  j  but 
ever  may  be  their  ufe  in  tihiffici 
feem  very  little  to  have  advanced  i 
ty.They  have  hitherto  been  rathe 
cd  to  the  acquifition  of  money, 
wifdom;  the  computer  refers  non^ 
calculations  to  his  own  tenure,  b 
fifts,  in  contempt  of  probabil 
foretel  old  age  to  himfelf,  and  I 
that  he  is  marked  out  to  reach  1 
moft  verge  of  human  cxiftcnce,  : 
thoufands  and  ten  tlioufands  fall  i 
grave. 

So  deeply  is  this  fallacy  rootet 
heart,  and  fo  ftrongly  guai'ded  \ 
and  fear  againft  the  approach  of 
that  neither  fcience  nor  cxperier 
fhake  it;  and  wc  ac^  as  if  life  wcr 
out  end,  though  wc  fee  and  con; 
uncertainty  and  (hortnefs. 

Divines  have,  with  great  fl 
and  ardour,  ihcwn  the  abfurdity 
laying  reformaticn  and  repentance 
grce  of  folly,  indeed,  which  lets 
ty  to  huzard.  It  is  the  fame  wc; 
in  proportion  to  tlie  importance 
negleft,  to  transfer  any  care,  whi« 
claims  our  attention,  to  a  future 
we  fubjeft  ourlclves  to  needlefs  d 
from  accidents  which  early  di^ 
would  have  obviated,  or  perplc 
minds  by  vain  precautions,  and 
provifion  for  the  execution  of  d 
of  which  the  opportunity  once 
never  will  return. 

As  he  that  lives  longcfl  lives 
little  while,  every  man  may  be  « 
that  he  has  no  time  to  wafte.  T 
ties  of  life  arc  commcnfuratc  to  it'i 
tion,  ar.d  cvciy  day  bring!  it's 
which  if  negle^led  is  doubled  c 
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led  twiy  thofti  months  and  years,  in 
irhkh  he  fhould  have  laboured,  muiire- 
nonber  that  he  has  now  only  a  part  of 
lint  of  \idiich  the  whole  is  little;  and 
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that  fjnce  the  few  moments  remauiing 
are  to  be  conddered  as  the  laft  truft  of 
Heaven,  not  one  is  to  be  loft. 


N"  LXXII.   SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  24,  1750. 

OMNIS  ARI&TIPPVMDICVIT  STATUS,  ET  COLOR,  ET  RtS^ 
SKCTANTKM  MAJORA  FERK;  F RESENTIB US  At^UUM. 

HOR. 

YET  AEIST1PPU8  Ev'rY  DRESS  BECAME; 
IN    Ev'rY   VARIOUS  CHANGE  OP   LITE  THE  8AMF.5 
AND  THOUGH  ME  ATM*D  AT   THINGS  OF   HIGHER  KIND, 
YET  TO  THE  PRESENT  HELD  AN   tQVAL  MIND. 


TO  THE  RAMBLER. 
STB, 

THOSE  who  exalt  themfelves  into 
the  chair  of  inftiu^lion,  without 
enquiring  whether  any  will  fubmit  to 
Hietr  authority,,  have  notfufficiently  con- 
iidered  how  inuch  of  human  life  pafTes 
in  little  incidents,  curibry  converfalion, 
flight  bufmefs,  and  cafual  amufements; 
and  therefore  thev  have  endeavoured  on- 
ly to  inculcate  the  more  awful  virtues, 
without  condeTcending  to  regard  thofe 
petty  qualities,  which  grow  impoitant 
only  by  their  frequency,  and  which, 
chough  they  produce  no  iingle  a6ts  of 
heroifm,  noraftonifli  us  by  great  events, 
yet  are  every  moment  exerunj^;  their  in- 
fluence upon  us,  and  make  the  draught 
of  life  fweet  or  bitter  by  imperceptible 
inftiilations.  They  operate  unlecn  and 
unregarded,  as  change  of  all*  makes  us 
iick  or  healthy,  though  we  breathe  it 
without  attention,  and  only  know  the 
prtides  that  impregnate  it  by  tlicir  fa- 
tutary  or  malignant  effects. 

You  have  Hiewn  yourfelf  not  ignorant 
of  the  value  of  thoie  fubaltem  endow- 
ncnts,  yet  have  hitherto  negle^ed  to  re- 
commend Good-Humour  to  the  world, 
though  a  Httie  refleflion  will  (he^v  you 
that  It  is  the  Wat  of  hei/ig,  the  Quality 
to  which  all  that  axioms  or  elevates 
mankind  muft  owe  it*s  power  of  pleaf- 
ing.  Without  good-humour,  learning 
•iM  bravery  can  only  confer  titat  iii- 
Mriority  which  iwells  the  heart  of  the 
lioii  in  the  deftrt,  where  he  roars  with- 
flui  repljr,  and  ravages  without  rcfift- 
e.  Without  good-humour  viitucmay 
;  fay  it*s  dignity,  and  amaze  by  it's 
Ivytoe^/-  but  mufi  alwzjB  h^  viewed 


Francis. 

at  a  diftance,  and  will   fcarcely  gain  a 
friend  or  attraft  an  imitator. 

Good-humour  may  he  defined  a  habit 
of  being  plcafcdj  a  conilant  and  peren- 
nial foftnels  of  manner,  eafind's  of  ap- 
proach, and  fuavity  of  difpofition;  like 
that  which  every  man  perceives  in  him- 
felf,  when  the  nrft  tranfports  of  new  fe- 
licity have  fubfided,  and  his  thoughts 
are  only  kept  in  motion  by  a  (low  fuc- 
ceffion  of  foft  impulfes.  Good-humour 
is  a  ftate  between  gaiety  and  unconcern; 
the  a6l  or  emanation  of  a  mind  at  Id* 
fure  to  regard  the  gratification  of  ano- 
ther. 

I(  is  imagined  by  many,  that  when- 
ever they  aipire  to  pleai'e,  they  are  re- 
quired to  be  meriy,  and  to  fliew  the 
glaJncfs  of  their  louls  by  flights  of 
pleafantry,  and  burfts  of  laughter.  But 
though  theie  men  may  be  for  a  time 
heard  with  applauie  and  admiration, 
they  feldom  delight  us  long.  We  tnjoy 
them  a  little,  and  then  retire  to  ealincCs 
and  good-humour,  as  the  eye  gazes 
awhile  on  eminences  glittering  with  the 
fun,  but  loon  turns  aching  away  to  ver- 
dure and  to  flowers. 

Gaiety  is  to  good-humour  as  animal 
perfumes  to  vegetable  fragrance ;  theone 
overpowers  weak  fpirits,  and  the  other 
recreates  and  revives  them.  Gaiety  fcU 
doni  fails  to  give  Ibme  pain;  the  hearers 
cither  drain  their  faculties  to  accompany 
it's  towel  Ings,  or  are  left  l;eliind  in  envy 
and  defpair.  Good-humour  boalls  no 
faculties  which  every  one  does  not  be- 
lieve in  liis  own  power,  and  pleafcs  prin- 
cipally by  not  onending. 

It  IS  well  kuowiv  tivoA  \iv^  mc^^  t^x- 
Uin  way  Vo  g>vc  'Jiy\^  t^mv  \jV:>S>m^\^  ^s^ 
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pcriun'ie  him  thnt  yo«  rrccive  plcafure 
from  him,  to  encourage  him  to  hctdom 
and  confiilcncc,  and  to  avoid  any  luch 
appearance  of  luperiority  as  may  over- 
bear and  deprefs  him.  We  fee  many 
that  by  this  art  only  i'pcnd  their  days  in 
the  midll  of  carefles,  invitations,  and 
civilities;  and  without  any  exti-aordinA- 
ry  qu:ilities  or  attainments,  arc  the  uni- 
vcrfal  favourites  of  both  fexes,  and  cer- 
tainly find  a  friend  in  eveiy  place.  The 
darling's  of  the  w«rKl  will,  indeed,  be 
generally  found  fuch  as  excite  neither 
jealoufy  nor  fear,  and  are  not  confider- 
cd  as  candidates  for  any  eminent  degree 
of  reputation,  but  content  themfelves 
with  common  accomplifhnicnts,  and  en- 
deavour rather  to  folicit  kindncfs  than 
to  ralle  eftecm;  therefore  in  aflfembliea 
and  places  of  refort  it  fcldom  fails  to 
happen,  that  though  at  the  entrance  of 
fomc  particular  ptrfon  every  face  bright- 
ens with  gladncfs,  and  every  hind  is 
extended  in  falutation,  yet  if  you  purfue 
him  beyond  the  firft  exchange  of  civili- 
ties, you  will  find  him  of  vcit  fmall  im- 
portance, and  only  welcome  to  the  com- 
pany as  one  by  whom  all  conceive  them- 
felves admired,  and  with  whom  any  one 
is  at  liberty  to  amulchimfclf,  when  he  can 
find  no  other  auditor  or  companion,  as 
one  with  whom  all  are  at  ealc,  who  will 
h^rajcllwithoiitcriticilin,andanaiTativc 
without  comradiftion,  who  hu»ghs  with 
every  wit,  and  yields  to  tver\-  difputer. 

There  arc  many  whole  vanity  always 
inclines  them  to  afrociate  v.iih  thole  from 
whcni  they  have  no  realbn  to  fear  mor- 
tification; and  there  arc  times  in  which 
the  wife  and  the  knowing  are  v/illing  to 
receive  praile  without  tlie  labour  of  de- 
fcrving  It,  in  which  the  moft  elevated 
mind  is  willing  to  defcend,  and  the  molt 
adive  to  be  at  reft.  All  thtTcfore  are  at 
r^mc  hour  or  another  fond  of  compa- 
nions whom  they  can  entertain  upon 
cafy  terms,  and  wlio  will  relieve  them 
from  folitude,  wiihovit  condt^nning  them 
To  vigilance  and  caution.  We  nre  moft 
inclined  to  love  when  wc  have  notliing 
to  fear,  and  he  that  cncoiirapLS  us  to 
rlcafc  ourfelves  will  not  be  long  with- 
out preference  in  our  affoiSlion  to  thofe 
wiiofe  leaniing  holds  us  at  tiieditlance  of 
pupils,  or  whofc  wit  calls  all  attention 
from  us,  an<l  leaves  \is  without  impor- 
tance and  vt'ithout  regard. 

It  is  remarked  by  Prince  Henry,  when 
he  ftes  FaJjhff  lying  on  the  grcund,  that 


He  vras  well  acquainted  with  the  vi^el 
and  follies  of  him  whom  he  lamented} 
but  while  his  con  virion  compel  If^  him 
to  do  jufticc  to  fupeiior  qualities,  hit 
tenderncfs  (till  broke  out  at  the  remem- 
brance of  FalltafF,  of  tlie  cheerful  com- 
panion, the  loud  buffoon,  with  whom  he 
had  pafTed  his  time  in  all  the  luxury  of 
idlenefs,  who  had  gladdefl  him  with 
unenvied  meiTiment,  and  whomhecuold 
at- once  enjoy  and  dclbilc. 

You  may  perhaps  think  this  account 
of  thofe  who  are  diftinguilhed  for  their 
good -humour,  not  very  ccnfiftv-nt  with 
the  praifes  which  I  have  bcilowcd  u}H)n 
it.  But  furelv  nothing  can  more  evi- 
dently fhe\v  tf\e  value  of  this  quality, 
than  that  it  recommends  thofe  who  arc 
deftitute  of  all  other  excellencies,  and 
procures  regard  to  the  trifling,  friend- 
fhip  to  the  worthlcfs,  and  affe^lion  td 
thediUl. 

Good-humour  is  indeed  generally  de- 
graded by  the  chara6Vers  in  which  it  ii 
found;  for  being  confidcred  as  a  cheap 
and  vulgar  quality',  we  find  it  often 
negle6ted  by  thofe  that  having  exwllen- 
cies  of  higher  reputation  and  brighter 
fplendour,  perhaps  imagine  that  they 
have  fome  rij;ht  to  giatify  thcmfdvcs  at 
the  expence  of  others,  and  are  to  demand 
com pliancc,  rather  tlian  to  praft ifc  it.  It 
is  by  fome  unfortunate  mi f take  that  al- 
moin all  thofe  who  have  any  claim  to 
efteem  or  love,  prefs  their  prrtenilons 
with  too  little  confideration  of  others. 
This  miftake  my  own  interelV,  as  well 
as  my  zeal  for  general  happinefsi,  maket 
me  dcfirous  to  rettifv,  for  I  have  a 
friend  who,  bccaule  he  knows  his  own 
fidelity  and  ufcfub^fs,  is  never  wiilirur 
to  fmk  into  a  comrnnron:  I  have  a  wife 
whole  b(  "uty  tii  ft  lubdued  me,  and  whofc 
wit  confirmed  her  conqueli,  but  whole 
beauty  now  fervcs  no  other  purpofe  than 
to  entitle  her  toryranny,  and  whofc  wit 
i s onl y  u feil to jii It i fy  per\er fcnefs . 

Surely  nothing  can  be  more  unreafbn- 
ablc  than  to  lofe  the  will  to  plcafe,  vfhcn 
we  are  confcious  of  the  power,  or  (how 
more  ciistlt^'-than  to  chufe  any  kind  of 
influence  before  that  of  kindnefs.  He 
that  regaixls  the  welfare  of  others,  fhould 
make  his  virtue  approachable,  trat  it 
may  be  loved  and  copied;  and  he  that 
conl^ders  the  wants  which  everv  maa 
feels,  or  will  feel,  of  external  afiiftancet 
muft  rather  wifli  to  he  furrounded  by 
t\\ofc  vV\at\oNc  V\ti\,  vVvMv  V^^  \\Mc\fe  thaSt 
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IT  admiration  ceafcs  with  novel- 
intered  gains  it's  encl  and  re- 
A  ixfitn  whole  great  qualities 
oruament  otTuperficial  attrac- 
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tions/is  like  a  naked  mounfam  \vith  mines 
of  <|;old,  which  \vill  he  freqiuriiU'd  onljr 
till  the  treafuiT is  exhaufted.     I  am y  &c« 

PHlLOMXP£ft. 


LXXin.    TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  27,  1750. 

tTULTE  ^UID   HtU  VOTIS  FRUSTRA     PVFRlLinuS  OPT  AS 

^va  non  ulla  tulit,  fertve,  ferrtvxdiks. 

Ovid, 
why  thinks  thi  fool  with  childish  hoy  r  to  sir 

WHAT  NEITHER  IS,    Ml>R  WAS,    MOk  e'ER   SHALL  Btt 
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feel  any  of  that  compaflion 
I  you  recommend  to  others,  you 
difrcvard  3  cafe  which  1  have 
om  ohlcrvstion  to  behcve  ve:y 
,  and  which  I  know  byexpcri- 
c  very  mifcrahle.  And  though 
lilous  are  Ichicm  rcccivid  with 
ouf  of  ki  mine  is,  I  ho|:»e  to  ef* 
mortification  of  finding  that 
nations  fprcadthe  contagion  of 
:c,  and  pro.Uice  anger  rather 
.emcTs.  I  write  not  merely  to 
IwcUing  of  my  heart,  but  to 
»y  what  means  I  may  recover 
luillity;  and  ihall  endeavour  at 
n  my  narrative,  having  long 
hat  complaint  quickly  tires, 
elegant,  or  however  juft. 
bom  in  a  remote  county,  of  a 
It  hoafts  alliances  with  the  great - 
;  in  Englifh  hiilory,  and  ex- 
I  claims  of  affinity  to  the  Tu- 
Plantagcnets.  My  anceftors, 
tnd  little,  wafled  their  ^tri- 
I  my  farfier  had  not  enough  left 
l^wrt  of  a  family,  without  dc- 
to  the  cultivation  of  his  own 
being  condemnqd  to  pay  thixx 
fortunes  allotted  them  by  my 
er,  who  is  fufpefted  to  have 
will  when  he  was  incapable  of 
properly  the  claims  of  his  chil- 
Iwho,  perhaps  without  defign, 
li*  dauehtert  by  beggaring  his 
'mmu  being,  at  the  deadi  of 
T»  neither  young  nor  bcauti- 
cry  eminent  for  ioftnefs  of  be- 
rere  fuifcred  to  live  unfolicited, 
noralating  the  intereft  of  their 
jpew    every  day   richer  and 

Mjr  /kthcr  pfcaied  himftlf 

eofgr  ^t  the  poOiaiont  of 


£LrHfNSTotr« 
thofe  ladies  muft  revert  at  laft  to  the  he- 
reditary ellate,  and  thathis  family  might 
lofe  npne  of  it's  dignity,  refolved  to  keep 
me  untainted  with  a  lucrative  employ- 
ment j  whenever  therefore  1  discovered 
any  inclination  to  the  improvement  of 
my  condition,  my  mother  never  failed  to 
put  me  in  mind  of 'my  birth,  and  chaiv. 
ed  nie  to  do  nothing  with  which  I  mipjt 
be  reproached  when  I  ftiould  come  to  my 
aunts  eftate. 

In  all  the  perplexities"  or  , vexations 
which  want  oi  nwncy  brought  upon  ua, 
it  was  our  ccnftant  prance  to  have  re-  * 
courfe^o  fulurity.  If  any  of  our  neighs 
hours  furpaifed  us  in  appearance,  ws 
went  home  and  contiived  an  equipage, 
with  which  {he  death  of  my  aunts  was 
to  fupply  us.  If  any  purlc-propd  up- 
ftart  was  deficient  in  relpcft,  vengeance 
was  refeiTcd  to  the  time  in  which  our 
cftate  was  to  be  repaired.  We  regifter- 
cd  every  aft  of  civility'  and  rudenels. 
enquired  the  number  ot  diilics  at  every 
feaft,  an<l  minuted  the  furniture  of  every 
houfc,  that  we  might,  when  the  hour  of 
affluence  fhould  come,  be  able  to  eclipfe 
all  their  iplcndor,  and  fuipafs  all  their 
magnificence. 

Upon  plans  of  elegance  and  fchemet 
of  pleafure  the  day  rofe  and  Cct^  and  the 
year  went  round  unregarded,  while  wo  - 
weie  bufiedin  laying  out  plantations  on  ^ 
ground  not  yet  our  own,  and  dcliberat-  " 
ing  whether  the  manor-houfe  (hould  be 
.rebuilt  or  repaired.       This  was    the 
amufement  of  our  leifure,  and  tlie  fo- 
lace  of  our  exigencies^  we  met  together 
only  to  contrive  how  our  approaching 
fortune  (hould  be  enjoyed;  tor  in  thig 
our  converfation  always  ended,  on  what- 
ever fuhjeft  it  began.    Vft,  Vvai^  tvowt  ci^ 
the  collatoral  intjcrcft*  "wYvitYi  ^vncxW^ 
At  life  of  others  Nv'ixh  \a^%  vsA  \s>'^^ 
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but  had  turned  our  wliole  attention  on 
one  event,  wliicli  we  could  ncitUtr  lia- 
f!cn  nor  retard,  and  had  no  other  objcdl 
of  curiofity  than  the  health  or  fickncfs 
of  my  aunts,  of  which  wc  were  careful 
to  procure  very  cxac\  and  early  intelli- 
gence. 

This  vifionary  opulence  for  a  while 
(botlwd  our  imagination,  hut  I'fiei-v^'ards 
fired  our  wifiies,  and  cxafperatcd  our 
neceiritics,  and  my  fatlicr  cjuld  nol  al- 
ways reftrain  himlllf  from  exrlaiminjr, 
that  no  crtatnre  badfo  Many  lives  as  a 
tat  and  an  cU  maid.  At  lad,  upon  the 
recovery  of  his  filler  frum  an  ague, 
whichilie  was  fuppolcd  to  have  caught 
6y  fpaiing  fire,  he  hcgan  to  lofc  his  fto- 
mach;  and  four  nionths  afterwards  funk 
into  the  grave. 

My  mother,  who  loved  her  hufljand, 
fvH-vived  him  but  a  little  wl'.ilc,  and  hft 
me  the  fole  heir  of  their  lands,  th<  ir 
(chemcs,  and  their  willies.  As  I  had 
not  enlarged  my  conceptions  either  hy 
books  or  convcrfation,  I  differed  only 
from  my  father  by  the  frcflincfs  of  my 
checks,  and  the  vigour  of  my  ftep  j  aiui, 
like  him,  pave  wyy  to  no  thoughts  but 
of  enjoying  the  wealth  which  my  aunts 
were  hoajdincf. 

At  length  the  cldeft  fell  ill.  I  paid 
the*  civiliticsi  and  compliments  which 
fickncfs  reqvilras  with  the  uimoft  punc- 
ttiality.  I  dreamed  evciy  night  of  ef- 
cutcheons  und  white  gloves,  and  en- 
quired eve»-y  morning  at  an  early  hcnr, 
vhether  there  were  any  nev^-s  of  my  dear 
aunt.  At  laft  a  mtflenger  was  fent  to 
inform  me,  that  I  muft  come  to  her 
T-itJiout  the  delay  of  a  moment.  I  v.-ent 
and  heard  her  lad  advice,  but  oj->eiiing 
hcY  will,  found  that  Ihc  had  left  her  for- 
tnne  to  her  fecond  filler. 

I  hung  my  head  ;  the  younger  fifter 
ihieattncd  to  be  married,  and  every 
.tf'.icg  was  difapjwintment  and  difcop- 
tLv.t.  I  v/us  in  danger  of  lofing  incpa- 
rahly  one  third  of  my  hopes,  and  was 
condemned  ftill  to  wait  for  the  reft.  Of 
part  of  my  terror,  I  was  loon  cafcH ; 
for  the  yoi'ih,  whom  his  relations  woul«J 
h.ive  compelled  to  marry  the  old  lady, 
;iritr  ii. numerable  ftipulations,  articles, 
and  fettlcnunt*,  ran  away  with  the 
flaugh:er  of  his  father's  ^ogm;  and 
my  aunt,  upon  this  conviflion  cf  the 
pcif.dy  of  man,  rcfolved  never  to  lillen 
^jiorc  to  zmcrovts  addrelfcs. 
Ten  vtijiii iou^er I di-aggcd the (hacklw 
pf  crjit^ation,  wi'thgut  vvw  (ufeing  a 


day  to  pafs  in  which  I  did  not 
how  much  my  chance  was  inij 
bcinc:  rich  to-morrow.  At  la 
con » 1  lady  died ,  after  a  fhort  i  1  hic 
yet  was  long  enough  to  affonl  he 
the  difpofa!  of  her  ellate,  which 
to  ny  after  the  death  of  her  fi 

I  was  now  relieved  from  pa; 
mifery;  a  larger  foitune,  thouj 
my  power,  was  certain  and  un: 
nor  was  there  now  any  dangt 
might  at  lad  be  fruilrated  of  my  1 
fret  of  dotage,  the  flatteries  of  a  < 
maid,  the  whifpcrs  of  a  talc -I 
the  ofRcioufnefs  of  a  nurfe. 
wealth  war.  yet  in  revcrGon, 
was  to  be  1)ui  ied  before  I  coul 
to  grandeur  an<l  pleafure;  a 
wei-cyet,  according  to  my  fat 
fcr\'^ation,  nine  lives  bctwten 
happinefs. 

I  however  lived  on,  without 
mours  of  difcontcnt,  and  comf< 
felf  with  confhlering,  that  all 
tal,  and  they  who  are  contim 
caying  mull  at  laft  be  dcftroyc 

But  let  no  man  from  this  ti 
his  felicity  to  depend  on  the 
hi.:  auHt.  The  p^od  gi^ntlcwc 
vei  y  regular  in  her  hours,  and 
her  diet}  and  in  walking  or  fit 
vaking  or  fleepinpr,  had  alway 
the  prcfervation  of  her  health, 
fubje^l  to  no  difordcr,  but  hypo< 
dcjeilion ;  by  which,  without  i 
{\\c  incrcafed  my  miferies  j  for 
ths  weather  was  cloudy,  fhc  w 
her  bed,  and  fend  me  notice  tha 
was  come.  I  went  with  all  th 
eagernefs,  and  ftimetimes  rcct 
fionatc  injun6lions  to  he  kir 
maid,  and  dire^ions  how  the  1 
(liould  be  performetl ;  but  if  V 
arrival  the  fun  happenctl  to  bi 
or  the  wind  to  change,  I  met  1 
door,  or  found  her  in  the  gani 
ling  and  vigilant,  with  all  the 
long  life. 

Sometimes,  however,  fhe  fA 
tempers,  and  was  tluicc  give 
the  do£tor;  yet  flic  found  meai 
ping  through  the  gripe  of  de 
after  having  tortured  mc  thrc 
at  each  time  with  violent  al 
«)f  h(>j)c  and  fear,  came  out  of  I 
bcr  without  any  otlwr  hurt  tha 
of  flefli,  which  in  a  few  wcei 
covei^ed  by  broths  and  jc*lUeft. 
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Jit  pra^icc  of  thofe  who  were 
fecond  hand,  and  endeavoured 
:  my  favour  agalnft  the  time 
ould  be  rich,  to  pay  their  court, 
DJng  mc,  that  my  aunt  began 
that  fhe  had  lately  a  bad  night, 
coughed  feebly,  and  that  (he 
ver  climb  May  hill  9  or  at  lealt, 
autumn  would  carry  her  off, 
as  I  flattered  in  the  winter  with 
:Ing  winds  of  March,  and,  in 
with  the  foes  of  September. 
lived  through  fpring  and  fall, 
teat  and  cold  at  defiance;  till, 
rhalf  a  century,  I  buried  her  on 
eenth  of  latl  June,  aged  ninety- 
m,  five'months,  and  fix  days. 
rro  months  after  her  death  I  was 
d  was  pleafed  with  that  obfe- 
tfs  and  reverence  which  wealth 
leoully  procures.    But  diis  Joy 
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is  now  paft,  and  I  h^ve  returned  agmin  • 
to  my  old  habit  of  wifhing.  Being  ac* 
curtomed  to  give  the  future  full  power 
over  my  mind,  and  to  ftart  away  fnora 
the  fcene  before  me  to  fome  expected 
enjoyment,  I  deliver  up  myfelf  to  the 
tyranny  of  every  defire  which  fancy 
uiggefts,  and  long  for  a  thoufand  things 
whichi  am  unableto  procure.  Monev  has 
much  Icfs  power  than  is  afcribed  to  it  by 
thofe  that  want  it.  I  had  formed  fchemes 
which  I  cannot  execute,  I  had  fuppofed 
events  which  do  not  come  to  pais,  and 
the  red  of  my  life  mud  pafs  in  craving 
folicitude,  unlcfs  you  can  find  forae  re- 
medy for  a  mind,  corrupted  with  an  in- 
veterate difeafe  of  wifhing,  and  unable 
to  think  on  any  thing  but  wanrs,  which 
reafoD  tells  me  will  never  be  iupplied. 
I  am.  Sec. 

Cuprous. 


.XXIV.    SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  i,  1750. 


IXATUR   DS   LANA  S£PE  CAPXXKA. 


HOR. 


Oa  KOUGHT  TORMENTED,  SHE  FOR  NOUGHT  TORMENTS. 


N  feldom  give  plcafure  where 
hey  are  not  oleafed  thcmfclvcs; 
:flary,  therefore,  to  cultivate  an 
alacrity  and  cheerfulnefs,  that 
ever  ftatc  we  may  be  placed  by 
ice,  whether  we  are  appointed  to 
r  i^eceive  benefits,  to  imfilore  or 
1  protection,  we  may  fecure  the 
thofe  with  whom  we  tranfa6l. 
uffh  it  is  generally  imagined, 
^ho  grants  favours  may  fpare 
fUion  to  his  behaviour,  and  that 
{k  will  always  procure  friends; 
5  been  found  that  there  is  an  art 
ng  requcfls,  an  art  very  difficult 
jnent;  tliat  ofiicioufnefs  and  li- 
may  he  Co  adulterated,  as  to  lole 
;er  part  of  thcii*  efteCl;  that  corn- 
nay  provoke,  relief  may  harafs, 
cality  diflrefs. 

ieafe  of  the  mind  can  more  fa- 
able  it  from  benevolence,  the 
ty  of  focial  beings,  tliao  111-hu- 
peeviihnefs}  for  though  it  breaks 
in  paroxifms  of  outrage,  nor 
ito  clamour,  turbulence^  and 
dy  it  wears  out  happinefs  by  (low 
^  and  fmall  injuries  inceUandy 
it  may  be  confulered  as  the 


Elphinston. 

canker  of  life,  that  defbxjys  it's  vigour, 
and  checks  it's  improvement,  that  creeps 
on  with  hourly  depredations,  and  taints 
and  vitiates  v/hat  it  cannot  confume. 

Pcevifhncfs,  when  it  has  been  fo  far 
indulged  as  to  outrun  the  motions  of 
the  will,  and  difcover  itfeif  witliout  pre- 
meditation, is  a  fpecies  of  depravity  in 
the  higheft  degree  difgulling  and  offcn- 
fivc,  becaufe  no  reftitude  of  intention, 
nor  fuftnefs  of  addicfs,  can  enfurc  a  mo- 
ment's exemption  from  affront  and  in- 
dignity. While  we  are  courting  the  fa- 
vo\ir  of  a  peevifh  man,  and  exerting 
ouriclves  in  the  nv)ft  diligent  civiiity,  an 
unlucky  fyllablc  clifpleafes,an  unheeded 
4:iraimttance  rulHcs  and  exafperatcsj  and 
in  the  moment  when  we  congratulate 
ourfelves  upon  having  gained  a  friend, 
our  endeavours  arc  frullratcd  at  once, 
and  all  our  ailiduity  foi  ejotten  in  the  ca- 
fual  tumult  of  fome  trifiingiiritation.  ^ 

This  troublefomt  impatience  is  fome* 
times  nothing  more  than  the  fympt»>m 
of  fome  deeper  malady.  He  that  is  an- 
gry widiout  daring  to  confculiis  reienti- 
ment,  orforrowful  without  the  liberty  of 
telling  his  giief,  is  too  frequently  inclin- 
ed to  give  vciu  to  vhft  {tv\wr.\0.d<iTv%  q$ 
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his  mind  at  the  firfl  psITa^'^fs  that  are 
©jTcned,  and  to  1ft  his  priflions  boil  over 
.tipon  thoi'o  whom  accMent  thrc>^'s  in  hl» 
uray.  A  piinful  and  tedious  courfe  of 
Ikkncfs  tmjucntly  produces  Itich  an 
alarminia;  appiichcn  lion  of  the  kail  increafe 
cf  unealmcft,  as  keeps  the  f^>ul  pci-pctu- 
ftlly  on  the  watch,  fuch  a  reftlefs  and  in* 
ccflant  folicitutle,  as  no  care  or  tcnder- 
nefs  can  apixrafe,  and  cm  only  be  paci- 
fied by  the  cure  of  the  diftemper,  and 
the  removal  of  that  pain  by  which  it  is 
excited. 

Nearly  approachincj  to  thh  weakneft 
IS  the  caption fnefs  of  old  age.  When 
the  ftrength  is  cniflicd,  the  fenfes  dulled, 
and  the  common  picaiures  of  life  be- 
come infipid  by  repetition,  we  are  wil- 
ling to  impute  our  uneafinels  to  caufet 
not  wholly  out  of  our  power,  and  pleafe 
ourfclvei  with  fancying  that  we  fuftcr 
by  negle6>,  unkindncls,  or  any  evil 
Which  admits  a  remedy,  nither  than  by 
the  decays  of  nature,  which  cannot  be 
prevented  or  rc]>^ired.  Wc  therefore  re- 
venge our  p.iins  upon  tliofe  on  whom  we 
rei'oTvc  to  chaigc  them;  and  too  often 
drive  mankind  away  at  the  time  we  have 
the  greatell  need  of  tendcmcfs  and  af- 
fiftance. 

But  though  pccviflmefs  may  fometimes 
claim  our  compafTion,  as  the  confequence 
or  concomitant  of  mifery,  it  is  very  often 
found  whf  re  nothing  can  jullify  or  cx- 
fiuc  it's  admiflion.  It  is  frequently  one 
cf  the  attendants  on  the  profperous,  and 
is  employed  by-  infolencc  m  cxa6ling 
homage,  or  by  tyranny  in  haraffing  fub- 
je6^ion.  It  is  the  offspring  of  idlenefs 
or  pride;  of  idlenefs  anxious  for  trifles; 
or  pride,  unwilling  to  endure  the  leaft 
obftniftion  of  her  wifhcs,  Thofc  who 
have  long  lived  in  folitiide  indeed  natu- 
rally contraft  this  unfocial  quality,  be- 
caiife,  having  long  hud  only  themfelves 
to  pleafe,  they  do  not  readily  depart  from 
their  own  inclinations;  their  iingulari- 
ties  therefore  are  only  blamcable  when 
tKe\*  have  imprudently  or  morofcly  with- 
chtiwn  themfelves  from  the  world;  but 
there  are  others,  who  have,  without  any 
nfc<nity,  nurfed  up  this  habit  in  their 
tnind?,  by  m-.iking  implicit  fubmifTive- 
fitfs  the  c and! tic n  of  their  favour,  and 
fufifering  none  to  approach  them,  but 
thofc  who  never  fpcak.  but  to  applaud,  or 
molVe  but  to  obey. 

He  that,  gives  himfelf  up  to  his  own 
fauc)-,  iind  convcriics  mch  Doai  but  fuch 


as  he  hires  to  lull  him  on  the  d< 
ahlblute  authoiity,  to  (both  hio 
obrequiotifncfs,  and  regale  bin 
flatter}',  foon  grows  too  ilothful 
labuiu'  of  contelt,  too  tender  for 
perityof  contradifVion,  and  tooc 
for  the  coarl'enefa  of  tru^;  a  littk 
fition  otfcnds,  a  little  reftraint  ei 
and  a  little  diUiculty  perplexei 
having  been  acaiftomed  to  fee 
thing  give  way  to  his  humour,  I: 
forgets  his  own  littlenefs,  and  < 
to  find  the  world  rolling  at  his 
and  aJl  mankind  employ^  to  aco 
date  and  delight  him. 

Tctrica  had  alarge  fortune  bet 
ed  to  her  by  an  aunt,  which  ma 
very  early  independent,  and  place< 
a  ibite  of  fuperiority  to  all  abo" 
Having  no  fuperfluity  of  undcrft: 
(he  was  foon  mtoxicated  by  the  fl 
of  her  maid,  who  informed  her  I 
dies,  fuch  as  (lu*,  had  nothing 
but  take  pleafurc  their  own  wa 
fhe  wantetl  nothing  from  othc! 
had  thi-refore  no  rcafon  to  vah 
opinion;  that  money  was  every 
and  that  th;  y  who  thoiight  thei 
ill-treated,  /lioultl  look  for  bette 
among  their  equals. 

Warm  with  thefc  generous  fent 
fetrica  came  foiiii  into  the  wc 
which  (he  endv;a\H)ured  to  force 
by  haughtiners  of  mien  and  vch 
of  language;  but  having  neithe 
beauty,  nor  wit,  in  any  uncomn 
grec,  (he  fuffcred  fuch  mortifi 
rrom  thofe  who  thought  thcmfc 
liberty  to  return  her  infults,  as  i 
her  turbulence  to  cooler  maligni 
taught  her  to  pra6life  her  arts  o 
tion  only  where  (he  might  hope  tc 
nize  without  reiiftance.  She  co: 
from  her  twentieth  to  her  fifty- fil 
to  torment  all  hor  Inferiors  with  ( 
diligence,  that  fhe  has  formed  a 
p)e  of  dii^pprobation,  and  (in4ti 
place  fomething  to  grate  her  mil 
di(turb  her  quiet* 

If  (he  takes  the  air,  fhe  it  c 
with  the  heat  or  cold,  the  glar 
fun,  or  the  glaim  of  the  cloudi 
makes  a  vifit,  the  room  in  Whic 
to  be  received,  is  too  Hght  or  to 
or  fumiflied  with  fomething  wl 
cannot  fee  without  avei-fion. 
is  never  of  the  right  fort;  the  fig 
the  china  give  her  difguft.  Wht 
are  children,    flic  hates  the  g: 
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here  there  are  nonei  fhe  caii'^ 
a  place  without  Tome  cheerful- 
rattle.  If  many  fervants  are 
&  houfe,  (he  never  fails  to  tell 
d  Lavifh  was  ruined  by  a  nu- 
etinue ;  if  few,  (he  relates  the 
1  n>irer  that  made  his  company 
hemfelves.  She  quarrelled  with 
tlvy  bccaufe  (he  had  an  unplea- 
r  from  their  windows;  with  an- 
ccaufc  the  fquirrel  leaped  with- 
ards  of  her;  and  with  a  third, 
(he  could  not  bear  the  noife  of 
)t. 

illtners  and  mantua-makers  (lie 
)verbial  torment.  She  compels 
alter  their  work,  then  to  un- 
,  and  contrive  it  after  anotlier 
then  changes  her  mind,  and 
ettcr  as  it  was  at  (ird;  then  will 
nail  improvement.  Thus  (he 
till  no  profit  can  recompenfe 
ion;  they  atla(Heave  the  clothes 
loufe,  and  rcfufe  to  ferve  her. 
i,  the  only  beinc;  that  can  en- 
tyranny,  profc(Ies  to  take  her 
rfe,  gnd  hear  her  miltrefs  talk. 
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Such  is  the  confequence  of  peevifhnefs ; 
it  can  be  borne  only  when  it  is  defpii^. 
.It  fometimes  happens  that  too  clofe  an 
attention  to  minute  exaflnefs,  or  a  too 
rigorous  habit  of  examining^  every  thing 
by  thcvftandard  of  perfection,  vitiates 
the  temper,  rather  than  improves  the  im- 
derdanding,  and  teaches  the  nnind  to 
difcem  faults  with  unhappy  penetration. 
It  is  incident  likewife  to  men  of  vigo- 
rous imagination  to  pleafe  Aerafeh^es 
too  much  with  futurities,  and  to  fret 
becaufethofe  expectations  are  difappoint^ 
ed  which  (hould  never  have  been  form- 
ed. Knowledge  and  genius  are  often 
enemies  to  quiet,  by  fuggefting  ideas  of 
excellence,  which  men  and  die  perform- 
ances of  men  cannot  attain.  But  let  no 
man  radily  determine,  that  his  unwil- 
lingnefs  to  be  pleafed  is  a  proof  of  un.- 
demanding,  unlefs  his  fuperiority  ap- 
pears from  lefs  doubtful  evidence;  tor 
though  peeviihnefs  may  fometimes  juft- 
ly  boaft  it*s  defcent  trom  learning  or 
from  wit,  it  is  much  oftener  of  bafe  ex* 
traClion,  the  child  of  vanity,  and  nurding 
of  ignorance. 


LXXV.    TUESDAY,   DECEMBER  4,    1750. 


SILICXTUR  NEMO,    NISI  CUI  FOUTUNA  SECUNDA  tJTf 
QJ3M,    8IMVL   XNTONUIT,  PltOXXMA  HJJA^VX  FVGAT* 

WHIN  SMILING  FOBTVNE  SPREADS  HtE  GOtDBN  mAT| 
ALL  CROWD  AROUNP  TO  FLATTER   AND  OBEYS' 
BVT  WHEN  SHE  THUNDERS  FROM  AN  ANGRY  SKY, 
ova  FRIENDS,  OVR  FLATTERERS^   OUR   tOVERS,    FLY. 


Ovio* 


TO  THE  RAMBLER, 

i  diligence  with  which  you  cn- 
ivour  to  cultivate  the  knowledge 
;,  manners,  and  life,  will  per- 
lineyou  to  pay  fome  regard  to 
rrations  of  one  who  Im  been 
>  know  mankind  by  unwelcome 
ion,  and  whofe  opinions  are  the 
►t  of  folitary  conjeftures,  but  of 
and  experience, 
bom  to  a  large  fortune,  and 
the  knowledge  of  thofe  arts 
re  fuppofed  to  accompli(h  the 
d  adorn  the  pcrfon  of  a  woman, 
attainments^  which  cu(bm  and 
i  almoft  forced  upon  me,  t  added 
jntarv  acquifitions  by  the  ufe 
,  am  tlic  convcrfatlon  of  chat 


Miss  A*W« 

fpecies  of  men  whom  the  ladies  gene^^ 
ndly  mention  with  terror  and  aver(ion 
uncfer  the  name  of  Scholars,  but  whom 
I  have  found  a  harmlefs  an^  inoffenlivc 
order  of  beings,  not  fo  much  wifer  than 
ourfelvcs,  but  that  they  may  receive  at 
well  as  communicate  knowledge,  and 
more  inclined  to  degrade  their  own  cha- 
rafter  by  cowardly  fubmiiTion,  than  to 
overbear  or  opprcis  us  with  their  leam- 
ing  or  their  wit. 

From  thefe  men,  however,  if  they  are 
by  kind  treatment  encouraged  to  talk» 
fomethinjj may  be  gained,  which,  cmbel- 
li(hed  with  elegancy,  and  foftened  by 
modeify,  wiU  always  add  dignity  ani 
value  to  female  converfation)  and  from 
my  acquaintance  with  the  bookifli  part 
of  the  world  I  derived  many  principles 
•f  judgment  and  niau\vu%  q\  ^\:>K&.txvc^, 
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by  which  T  \va5  rnablcd  to  rlraw  r.non 
mvielf  the  pfoeral  n-^r-ud  in  every  place 
of'  concoudc  or  plcalvirc.  My  opinijn 
wsLs  the  great  rule  of  approbntion,  my 
rcinarlcs  were  remembcrcd  by  thol'e  vc\\o 
tlcfired  the  fccond  degree  ot  fmnc,  my 
mien  was  ftiidied,  my  drefs  wns  imirat- 
ed,  my  letters  were  handed  from  one 
family  to  another^  and  read  by  thofe 
who  copied  them  as  fent  to  thcmfelves; 
my  vifits  were  folicitcdas  honours;  aikl 
multitudes  boafted  of  an  intimacy  with 
Meliffa,  who  had  only  fecn  me  by  ac- 
cident, and  whofc  familiarity  had  never 
pioceeded  beyond  tlic  exchange  of  a  com- 
pliment, or  return  of  a  courtcfy. 

I  (hall  make  no  fcrnple  of  coiifeffing 
that  I  was  pleafed  with  this  univcrfal 
veneration,  becaufe  I  always  confuiered 
it  as  paid  to  my  intrinfick  qualities  and 
infeparable  merit,  and  verj-  eafily  por- 
fuaaed  myfelf,  that  fortune  had  no  part 
in  my  fuperiorit)'.  When  I  looked  up- 
on my  glafs  I  faw  youth  and  beauty, 
with  ncalth  that  might  give  me  reafon  to 
hope  their  continuance;  when  I  examin- 
ed my  mind,  I  found  fome  fti"cngtli  of 
judgment,  and  fertility  of  fancy  ;  and 
was  told  that  every  adlion  was jjrace, 
and  that  every  accent  was  pei  luahon. 

In  this  manner  my  life  paHed  like  a 
rontinnal  triumph  amidil  acclamations, 
and  envy,  and  courtlhip,  and  carcflls: 
to  plcafe  MelilTa  was  the  general  am- 
bition, and  eveiy  ftraragem  of  artful  flat- 
tery was  pra£ti(ed  upon  mc.  To  be  flat- 
tered is  grateful,  even  when  we  know 
that  our  praifes  are  not  bcl'cvcd  by  thofe 
who  pronounce  them :  fo;  they  piovc,  at 
leail,  our  power,  and  flicw  that  our  fa- 
vour is  valued,  fince  it  is  purchafed  by 
the  mwnnefs  of  falfehood.  But,  per- 
haps, the  flatterer  is  not  often  detc6tetl, 
for  an  honeil  mind  is  not  apt  to  iiifpc^l, 
and  no  one  exerts  the  power  of  difcem- 
ment  with  much  vigour  when  felf-lovc 
favours  the  deceit. 

The  mimber  of  adorers,  and  the  per- 
petual  itillraftion  of  my  thoughts  by 
new  fchemtb  of  plealln-e,  prevented  mc 
from  liftening  to  anv  of  thofe  who  crowd 
in  multitudes  to  give  girU  advice,  and 
kept  me  unmarried  and  unengag^rd  to 
my  l>»'cnty-fpventh  year,  when,  as.  I  was 
towering  in  all  the  pride  of  unconteii<^d 
excellency,  with  a  face  yet  little  im- 
paired, and  a  mind  hourly  improving, 
the  failure  of  a  fund,  in  which  my 
r.iu:?ey  ww  placed^  reduced  me  to  a  fru- 
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j:al  comi>etep.cy,    which  alio 
b;  yoiid  ncatnefs  and  independ 

I  bore  the  diminution  of 
wi  tin  All  any  outrages  of  fono 
fillunimity  of  dejc£\ion.  In- 
not  kno^v  bow  much  I  had 
having  always  heard  and  tho 
of  my  wit  and  beauty,  than  c 
time,'  it  did  not  fuddenly  entt 
gination,  that  Melilfa  could 
ncath  her  cftiibliflied  rank, 
form  and  her  mind  continued 
that  fhe  could  ccafc  to  raife  * 
but  by  cealing  to  defci-ve  it,  < 
ftrokc  but  from  the  hand  of  t 

It  was  in  my  power  to  have 
the  bfs,  and  to  have  marrlec 
tinning  the  fame  appearance 
the  credit  of  my  original  forti 
was  not  Sa  fai*  funk  in  my  o^ 
as  to  fubmit  to  the  bafcneis  ol 
to  defire  any  other  recommend 
fenfe  and  virnie.  I  thci-efore 
my  equipage,  foKlthofeomam 
were  becemc  nnfuitablc  to  mj 
dition,  and  appeared  among 
whom  I  ufed  to  converfc  with 
but  with  equal  fpirit. 

I  found  myfelf  received  at  1 
with  ibrrow  beyond  what  h 
felt  for  calamities  in  which  v 
jxirt,  and  v^s  entertained  wi 
cncc  ami  confolation,  fo  free 
pcated,  that  my  friends  plain! 
ed  rather  their  own  gi-atific 
my  relief.  Some  from  that  1 
ed  my  acquaintance,  and  fori 
out  any  provocation,  to  repa) 
fome  vilitcd  me,  but  after  a 
terval  than  ufual,  and  every 
flill  with  more  delay;  nor  did 
female  acq^uaintances  fail  to 
the  mention  of  my  misfortune 
pare  my  prder.t  and  former 
to  tell  me  how  much  it  mi 
me  to  want  the  fplcndor  whicl 
fo  well,  to  look  atplcafurcs  w 
formerly  cnjoye<l,  and  to  GnV 
with  thofe  by  whom  I  had 
fidcred  as  moving  in  a  higl 
and  who  had  hitherto  appr« 
with  reverence  and  I'ubmilliox 
was  now  no  longer  to  expe6l. 

Obfcrvations  like  thclcare 
ly  nothing  better  than  cove 
which  ferve  to  give  vent  to  tin 
of  pride,  but  they  are  nov 
impnidcntly  uttered  by  hpncl 
ncTolence,  aad  infli^  paia  >a 
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s  ititendec^j  I  will,  therefore,  fo 
iint-;.n  my  antiquated  claim  to  po- 
'$,  as  to  venture  the  eftabliflimcnt 
s  rule,  that  no   one  ought  to  rc- 

anothcr  of  misfortunes  of  which 
filler  tloes  not  complain,  ami  which 
are  no  means  propofed  of  alleviat- 

Yo\i  have  no  right  to  excite 
Vts  which  ncccfTanly  give  pain 
2ver  they  return,  and  which  pcr- 
might  not  have  revived  but  by  al)- 
and  unrcafonablccompafllcD. 
rendlefs  train  of  lovers  immediate- 
ihtirew,  wlthoMt  railing  any.  cmo- 
Tht  pc-atcr  part  had  indeed  al- 
proCefTed  to  court,  as  it  is  termed, 
the  fc'uare,  had  enquired  my  for- 
and  offered  fcttlementsj  theic  had 
ibtedly  a  right  to  retire  without 
re,  fmce  they  had  openly  treated  for 
y,  as  ncceffary  to  their  happinefs, 
ho  can  tell  how  little  tliey  wanted 
5thcr  portion?  I  have  always 
:ht  the  clamours  of  women  unrea- 
Ic,  "who  imagine  thcynfclves  injur- 
:auic  the  men  who  followed  them 
the  fiippolition  of  a  greater  for- 

rcjc<5l  them  when  they  arc  difco- 
lo  have  Icfs.  I  have  never  known 
fidy  who  did  not  think  wealth  a 

0  lome  llipulations  in  her  favour; 
iircly  what  is  claimed  by  the  pof- 

1  ot  money  is  juftly  forfeited  by  it's 
She  that  has  once  demanded  a  fet- 

nt  has  allowed  the  importance  of 
le;  and  when  (he  cannot  fhew  pe- 
ry  merit,  why  fhould  (he  tlxink  W 
oner  obliged  to  purchafe  ? 
f  iovci-s  were  not  all  contented  with 
deiextjon.  Some  of  them  revcng- 
5  ncglcil  which  they  had  fonncrly 
«1  by  wanton  and  fuperfluous  in- 
and  endeavoured  to  mortify  mc, 
yingy  in  my  prefcnce,  thofc  civJli- 
tD  other  ladies  which  were  or.ce 
cd  only  to  mc.  But,  as  it  had  Been 
de  to  titat  men  according  to  die 
af  their  intelle£l,  I  had  never  fuf- 
any  one  to  wafle  his  life  in  fu- 
j,  who  could  have  employed  it  to 
porpofe,  and  had  tncrcfore  no 
a  bmt  coxcombs,  wbofe  rrfcot- 
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ment  and  refpe6l  were  equally  below  my 
confideration.  ^ 

The  only  pain  which  I  have  felt  from 
degradation,  is  ^le  lofs  of  that  influence 
which  I  had  always  cxened  on  the  fide 
of  virtue,  in  the  defence  of  innocence, 
and  the  aficrtion  of  truth.  I  now  find 
my  opinions  Hi;^hted,  ray  fentiments 
criticiled,  and  my  arguments  oppofed  by 
thoie  that  ufed  to  liften  to  me  without 
reply,  and  (lrus:gle  to  be  fidlin  cxpref- 
ing  their  convi6Vion. 

The  female  difputants  have  wholly 
thrown  off  my  authority;  and  if  I  en- 
deavour to  enforce  my  reaibns  by  an  ap- 
peal to  tlie  fcholars  that  happen  to  be 
prcfent,  the  wretches  ace  certain  to  pay 
their  court  by  facriHcing  me  and  my  fy- 
fteni  to  a  finer  gown,  and  I  am  every 
hour  infulted  with  contradiction  by  cow- 
ards, who  could  never  find  till  lately 
tliat  Melifla  was  liable  to  error. 

There  arc  two  perfons  only  whom  I 
cannot  charge  with  having  changed  their 
condu6l  with  my  change  of  fortune. 
One  is  an  old  curate  that  hasjpafl<:d  his 
life  in  the  duties  of  his  profeffion,  wi^ 
great  reputation  for  his  knowledge  and 
piety;  the  other  is  a  lieutenant  ot  dra- 
goons. The  parlbn  made  no  difficulty 
in  the  height  of  my  elevation  to  check 
me  when  I  was  pert,  and  inftrufl  itit 
when  I  blundftcccf;  and  if  there  is  any 
alteration,  he  is  now  more  timorous  lett: 
his  freedom  ihould  be  iliougfat  rudcnefs. 
The  foldier  neva*  paid  me  any  paiticu^ 
lar  addrefils,  but  very  rigidly  obferved 
all  the  rules  uf  politcncl's,  which  he  is 
now  fo  far  from  relaxing,  that  when- 
ever he  fciTcs  the  tea,  he  ob^^inaiely 
carries  me  the  firfr  difh,  in  defijince  of 
the  fi-owns  and  v/hiipcrs  of  the  tuhle. 

This,  Mr.  Rambler,  is  tofietht  zvoriJ, 
It  is  impoiTible  for  tliofe  that  have  only 
known  affluence  and  prolperity,  to  jud^^r 
rightly  of  themfclves  or  others,  Tlitt 
rich  and  the  powerful  live  in  a  p^pe^ 
tual  mafquerade,  in  which  all  about 
them  wear  borrowed  charafters;  and  w« 
only  dlfcovcr  in  what  elliination  wc  arc 
held,  v^hen  wc  cr.nno  lunger  give  hopes 
or  fears.  lam,  &c.    j^^^,^,^^ 
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H< 


VTHILr  MAEY   ERROR   DRAWS  MANKIND  ASTRAY 

FROM  truth's  SURE    PATH,  EACH  TAKES  HIS  DEVIOUS  WAYJ 

one  to  the  right,  pne  to  the  left  recedes, 
alike  deluded,  as  each  fancy  leads. 

Elphinstok 


IT  b  eafy  for  every  man,  whatfvcr 
be  his  chara^er  with  others,  to  find 
fcafons  forcftcanmghimfclf ;  and  thtrc- 
fore  cenfure,  contempt,  or  convi6lion  of 
crimeSy  feldom  deprjve  him  of  his  own 
favour.  Thofe,  mdeed,  who  can  fee 
only  external  fa^ls,  may  look  upon  him 
\vitn  abhorrence;  but  wTien  he  calls  him- 
felf  to  his  own  tribunal,  he  finds  every 
fault,  if  not  abfolutcly  effaced,  yet  (o 
much  palliated  by  the  goodnefs  of  his 
intention,  and  the  cogency  of  the  mo- 
tive, that  very  little  guilt  or  turpitude 
remains)  and  when  he  takes  a  lun'cy 
of  the  whole  complication  of  his  cha- 
rtftcr,  be  difcovers  fo  many  latent  ex- 
cellencies, to  many  virtues  that  want 
but  an  opportunity  to  exert  thcmfelvcs 
in  aft,  and  fomany  kind  wifhcs  for  uni- 


vcrfal  hap 


tnaf  he  looks  on  him- 


felf  as  uiffering  unjuftly  under  the  ip- 
famy  of  ftpgle  failings,  while  the  gene- 
ral temper  of  his  mind  is  unknown  or 
unregarded. 

It  is  natural  to  mean  well,  when  only 
abftraiEled  ideas  of  virtue  ^re  propofed 
to  the  mind,  and  no  particular  pafHon 
turns  us  aiide  from  rcftitiidej  and  fo 
wiling  js  c\cry  man  to  flatter  himfelf, 
that  the  difference  between  approving 
laws,  and  obeying  them,  is  frequently 
forgotten;  he  that  acknowledge^  the  ob- 
ligations of  morality,  and  pleafes  hi$ 
vanity  with  enforcing  them  to  dtherS| 
concludes  himfelf  zealous  in  the  caufe 
of  virtue,  though  he  has  no  longer  any 
regard  to  her  pi-ecepts,  than  they  con- 
form to  his  own  defiles ;  and  counts 
himfelf  among  her  wapnell  lovers,  bc- 
caufe  he  praifes  her  beauty,  though  every 
fival  lle^ls  away  hift  heart.     . 

There  ar^  however,  grreaf  numbers 

who  have  little  recourfe  to  the  reline- 

pients  of  fpeculation,  but  who  yet  live 

^t peace  with  themielvcs,  by  means  which 

require  Icfs  uadcriiandingy  or  Icfs  atten- 


tion .  When  their  hearts  are  bu 
with  the  conl'cioufncfs  of  a  «1i 
ftead  of  ft«king  for  ibme  remed) 
themfclves,  they  look  round  u 
reft  of  mankind,  to  find  others 
with  the  fame  guilt :  they  ple?.f 
felves  withobfcrving,that  they  ha 
bcrs  on  their  fide;  and  that,  ihoi 
are  hunted  out  from  the  fociety 
men,  they  arc  not  likely  to  be  con 
to  folitudc. 

It  may  be  obferved,  perhaps 
exception,  that  none  are  fo  md 
to  dcteft  v^ickedncfs,  or  fo  read 
pute  it,  as  they  whofc  crimes 
parent  and  confeflcd.  They 
unblemiftied  reputation,  and  wl 
envy  they  arc  bufy  to  deflroy : 
unwilling  to  fuppofe  tliemfclvcs 
and  more  con  ijpt  than  others ;  ai 
fore  willingly  pull  down  from  t 
yations  tho(c  with  whom  they 
rife  to  ^n  equality.  No  man 
fver  wicked  without  fecret  dii 
and,  according  to  the  different 
of  remaining  virtue,  or  unextii 
reafon,  he  either  endeavours  U 
himfelf,  of  cornipt  others  j  eith 
gain  the  ftation  which  he  has  qu 
prevail  on  others  to  imitate  his  d< 

It  has  always  been  confider 
alleviation  of  mifeiy  not  to  fuffi 
evcji  when  union  and  fociety  < 
tribute  nothing  to  refiftance  o 
forpe  comfort  of  the  fame  kir 
to  incite  wickednefs  to  feck  ^ 
though,  indeed,  another  reafofi 
givert,  for  as  guilt  is  propags 
povircr  of  reproach  is  diminiil! 
among  numbers  equally  deteftal 
individual  may  be  fhcltered  frcw 
though  not  fropn  confcienpe. 

Another  lenitive  by  which  th 
of  the  breaft  are  affuaged,  is  i 
terop\;i.t\oTv,  t\o\.  o^  ^\\t  tamt^Vsv 
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>y  his  refemblance  to  others, 

0  try  fome  other  expedient,  and 
c  what  will  riib  to  his  advan- 
n  oppoiition  and  diifimilitude. 

fimls  fome  faults  in  ever)'  hu- 
ig,  which  he  weighs  againft  his 

1  cafily  makes  them  preponderate 
keeps  the  balance  in  his  own 

d  throws  in  or  takes  out  at  his 
circumltances  that  makq  them 
jr  lighter.  He  then  triumphs 
mpai*ative  purity,  and  fets  him- 
afe,  not  bccaufe  he  can  refute 
Tcs  a'dvanced  againft  him,  but 
he  can  ccnfurc  his  accufers  with 
fticc;  and  no  longer  fears  the 
f  reproach,  when  ne  has  llored 
^zine  of  malice  with  weapons 
harp  and  equally  envenomed, 
practice,  though  never  juft,  is 
0U8  and  artful,  when  the  cenfure 
ed  againft  deviations  to  the  con- 
:rtmc.  The  man  who  is  branded 
rardice  may,  with  feme  appear- 
piopricty,  tuni  all  his  force  of 
It  againft  a  ftupid  contempt  of 
I  rain  precipitation  into  unn<?cef- 
iger.  Every  receftion  from  te- 
*>  an  approach  towards  cowar- 
\d  though  it  be  confclfed  that 
t  like  other  virtues,  ftands  be- 
luits  on  either  hand,  yet  the  place 
niddle  point  may  always  be  dif- 
be  may,  therefore,  often  impofe 
relcfs  undcrftandings,  by  timing 
QCion  wholly  from  himfelf,  and 
it  fixed  invariably,  on  the  oppo- 
It;  and  by  fhcwmg  how  many 
e  avoided  by  his  behaviour,  he 
need  for  a  time  thofe  which  are 
1. 

irice  has  not  always  opportunities 
cfs  for  fuch  artful  fubtci-fuges  j 
jkn  extenuate  their  own  guilt, 
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only  by  vagiie  and  general  charges  upon 
others,  or  endeavour  to  gain  reft  to  them- 
felvcs  by  pointing  fome  other  prey  to 
the  purfuit  of  cenfure. 

Every  whifper  of  infamy  is  induftri- 
oully  cirailatcd,  every  hint  of  fufpicion 
eageily  improved,  and  every  failure  of 
condufl  joyfully  publifhed,  by  tliofe 
whofe  intereft  it  is  that  the  eye  and  voice 
of  the  publick  fliould  be  employed  on 
any  i-ather  than  on  thcmfelves. 

All  thefc  artifices,  and  a  thoufand 
others  equally  vain  and  equally  dcfpi- 
cable,  are  incited  by  that  conviftion  of 
the  deformity  of  wickcdnefs,  from  which 
none  can  fet  himfelf  fi-ce;  and  by  an 
ablurd  defire  to  leparate  the  caufe  fiom 
the  eftefts,  and  to  enjoy  the  profit  of 
crimes  without  fuffcring  the  fhame. 
Men  are  willing  to  try  all  methods  of 
reconciling  ^\iilt  and  quiet,  and  when 
their  undcrltandings  arc  ftubbom  and 
uncomplying,  raifc  their  paftions  againft: 
them,  and  hope  to  overpower  their  own 
knowledge. 

It  is  generally  not  fo  much  the  defire 
of  men,  funk  into  depravity,  to  deceive 
the  world  as  themfelves  j  tor  when  no 
particular  circumftanccs  make  them  de- 
pendant on  othcis,  infamy  difturbs  them 
little,  but  as  it  revives  their  remorfe,  and 
is  echoed  to  them  from  their  own  hearts. 
The  lentencc  moft  dreaded  is  that  of 
reafon  and  ronfcicnce,  which  they  would 
engage  on  their  f:dc  at  any  price  but 
the  labours  of  duty  and  the  forrowi  of 
repentance.  For  this  purpofc  every  fe- 
ducci.ient  and  fallacy  is  fo\ight,  theho|)et 
itill  reft  upon  fome  new  experiment  till 
life  is  a:  an  end ;  and  the  laft  hour  fteals 
on  unj>erceived,  wliilc  the  faculties  are 
engaged  in  rdifting  renfon,  and  rcpref- 
fmg  the  fenlc  of  the  Divine  difapproba- 
tioii. 
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OS  DtGNVM  ATFKNO  NITIDUM  <^UOD  rVtCIAT  AURO, 
•  I  MALLET   LAUDARK  DKCM,    CUI  SOBDIDA  MCNSTRA 
ftLMTVLlTp    n   LiqjJXDAM  TEM£9AV17  CftlMINX  VOCZM. 

PftVOIMT* 

A  «OLPXN   STATUE  SUCK  A  WIT  MIGHT  CLAIM, 
plAD  COD  AND  VIRTUE  KAIs'D  THE   NOBLE   FLAME^ 

»UT)  ah!  how  lewd  a  subject  has  he  svno, 

WAT  TiLEOfiSCitNXTY  rROFANES  HIS  TONGUe! 


O  N  G  iho&  wbofe  hooes  ofdif" 
9SHon,  or  riches,  zrile  from  an 
9f  their  iBteJJc^uaJ  attaiuincnlt. 


F.  Ltwxsf 

it  h?3  been,  from  af^c  to  ti^  ,  lov  e^^\\ttv* 
ed  cuftom  to  comp\a\i\  o\  tiv^va^nitvXsi^ 

of  mankind  to  xhuu  *iutoit\.ox^>  ;vtv^^^ 


i7t 

riircoiira£:cmcnt  vvliicb  men  of  genius  and 
fniuy  fufter  fiViin  avai'lce  and  ijnioiT*r.;  •, 
from  the  prevalence  of  falfc  talle,  and 
the  encroachment  of  barbarity. 

Men  arc  ^noll  powerful Iv  alKclcd  l)y 
thole  evils  which  th'-uill-lvcs  feel,  or 
-which  appear  before  their  own  eyes ;  and 
as  there  has  ncvei*  been  a  time  of  fuch 
general  ftlicity,  but  tliat  m;iny  have 
iailed  to  obtain  the  rewaids  to  which 
they  had,  in  tlicir  own  judgment,  a  juft 
claim,  fomc  oflcnded  writer  has  always 
cleclaimed,  in  the  rage  of  diuppoint- 
ment,  againft  his  agcornatlonj  nor  is 
there  one  who  lias  not  fallen  upon  times 
more  unfavourable  to  karning  than  any 
fonner  century,or  who  docs  not  wiih  that 
he  had  been  rckrvcd  in  the  ink-nfibility 
of  non-exiftence  to  fcme  happifr  hour, 
when  liici'aiy  merit  /hall  no  longer  be 
defpifcdjand  the  gifts  andcarcflTcs  of  man- 
kind ihall  recorapenfe  the  toils  of  lludy, 
saui  add  luilre  to  thechai'ms  of  wit. 

Many  of  thcfeclnnours  are  un<ioubt- 
edly  to  be  confidened  only  as  the  burlU 
of  pride  never  to  be  fatisficd,  as  the  prat- 
tle of  aficilation  mimicking  dilireircs 
tmfelt,  or  as  the  common -pi  aces  of  va- 
jiity  felicitous  for  fplcndour  of  icntcnces, 
and  acutcnLfs  of  itmark.  Yet  it  can- 
not be  denied  that  frequent  difcontent 
muft  proceed  from  frcqutnt  liardfliipsj 
and  though  it  is  evidenc,  that  not  more 
than  one  age  or  people  can  defen'e  the 
cenfme  of  being  more  averfe  from  learn- 
ing than  any  other,  yet  at  all  times 
knowledge  muft  have  encountered  im- 
pediments, and  wit  been  mojliiitd  witli 
contempt,  or  haraffed  virh  j)criecution. 

It  is  not  neceflar}',  however,  to  join 
immediately  in  the  oiucry,  or  to  con- 
idcnin  mankind  as  picafcd  with  igno- 
rance, or  always  envious  cf  fuperior 
abilities.  The  mifcrics  of  the  learned 
have  been  related  by'  thcmfelves,  and 
fince  they  have  not  been  found  exempt 
from  that  partiality  with  which  men 
look  upon  tnetr  own  actions  and  fufltr- 
mgs,  we  may  conclude  that  they  have 
not  forgotten  to  deck  their  caufc  with 
the  brightcft  ornament?,  and  (bongeft 
colours.  The  logician  collefted  all  his 
fubtilties  when  they  were  to  be  employ- 
ed in  his  own  defence;  and  the  matter  of 
rhetorick  exerted  againft  his  ad\Trfary 
all  the  arts  by  jvhich  hatred  is  embitterr 
ed,  and  indignation  inflamed. 

To  Ixrlieve  no  man  in  his  own  caufe, 
f»  the  AsoH^ing  and  |ierpetual  rule  of  dif- 
Uiputiv€ juAke,   &i3cethereforeymth« 
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conli ovei fy  ocM'^-ecirt'ic hrarnci ii 
cnemiti?,  v.-j  ii.-vc  only  tlie  plcns 
party,  of  \.\\c  party  more  able  to 
our  un'.lerilandings,  and  engage  c 
lions,  we  mull  determine  our  opii 
facls  uncontcftcJ,  and  evidcncta  < 
iidc  allowed  to  be  genuine. 

By  this  procedure,  I  know  nc 
therlhe  ftudenis  will  find  their  c<ii 
moted,  or  the  compaiSon  whi^cli  t] 
pefl  much  incrcafcd.  Let  their  c 
be  impartially  furveycd;  lot  then 
Icwcd  no  longer  to  dirci^t  jitter 
tilt  irpleafurc,by  cxp.uiatin^on  thi 
deierts;  let  n-^ithcr  the  dignity  of 
ledge  over- awe  the  judgment,  r 
graces  of  clej^ance  fed". ice  it. 
9)cn,  {xM-hapj!,  be  found,  tliatih* 
not  abiv*  to  produce  clainis  to 
treatment,  but  provoked  the  cal 
which  they  futVercd,  and  feldv?m 
friends  bwt  when  tliey  wanted  vii 

That  f.?w  men,  celebi-ated  fc 
re:ick  wifdoni,  live  with  confer 
their  precepts,  mull  be  readily  coi 
and  we  cannirt  wonder  that  Uie  it 
tion  of  mankind  rifes  with  grca 
mencc  againlt  thole  who  negh 
duties  which  they  api)car  to  kno 
fo  llrong  convicVum  the  neceflity 
forming.  Yet  fmce  no  man  ha« 
of  a^ing  equal  to  that  of  thini 
know  not  whether  the  fpeculat 
not  fometimcs  incur  cenfures  too 
and  by  thofe  who  form  ideas  of 
from  their  knowlcilgc  of  his  hoc 
conlidercd  as  worfe  than  others,  o 
caufe  he  was  expc-6led  to  be  bctt 

He  by  whole  writings  the  !• 
re^ified,  the  ap}>etitescountera£l 
the  ppflions  nprefted,  may  be  cor 
as  not  unprofitable  to  the  grtat 
lick  cf  humanity,  even  though  \ 
haviour  fliould  not  always  exemp 
rults.  His  inliniftions  may  diftu 
influence  to  regions  in  which  it  ^ 
be  inquired,  whether  the  author 
bus  an  a/^r— good  or  bad;  tc 
when  all  his  faults  and  all  his 
fhall  be  loil  in  forget  fulnefs, 
things  of  no  concern  or  import: 
the  world  i  and  he  may  kinale  ii 
fancls  and  ten  thousands  thai 
which  burnt  dimly  in  himfelf,  t 
the  fumes  ofpaffion,  or  the  ds 
cov.-ardicc.  The  vicious  moral 
be  confidercd  as  -a  taj^er,  by  wh 
are  lighted  through  the  labyr! 
com-pUcatid^gLfllorLi-,  Kc  cKtcnds 

<]^U£C  ^\\X\^t  U^Xl\u%\i<C^X^'VDi 
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i  witUIn  view,  hut  burns  only 
J  !n:ike  too  ns'ir  appioatlies. 
•.cc  good  or  liarm  rnull  be  le- 
1-  the  moll  pait  tVoin  thol'e  to 
.c  urc  fiiinlliarly  kno\vn,  he 
:l<.  o\  crpowor  his  virmc:?,  in  the 
to  which  his  vices  can  extend, 
ralcn  ro  complain  that  he  meets 
.  airtclion  cr  vcrio:a:ion,  wlun 
ti  whojii  he  pal'cs  his  hfc  arc  im-rc 
i  bv  his  praaice  than  enhght- 
his  itUas.  Admiration  begins 
4u:iint:ince  cealesj  and  Iiis  la- 
irt  diiiar.t,  but  his  enemies  at 

Tiny  have  dned  to  head  of  m^- 
;cr:t,  and  to  challcn^jc  ili^ir 
criu!ty  and  folly,  of  whom  it 
c  alhged  that  they  have  cnden- 
o  increufe  the  wiidom  cr  virtue 
reader^.  They  have  h.en  at 
flii;ato  iniheir  lives,  and  licen- 
licrcompolitiuns;  have  not  only 
the  paths  <jf  virtue,  but  at- 
tolure  olherNaticr  tlieni.  Tiny 
othed  the  read  of  perdition,  co- 
it  h  flowers  the  thorns  of  guilt, 
jfi.t  temptation  fwccter  nutcs, 
andi/Iiments,  and  ilronger  al- 

bcrn  apparently  the  fettled  pur- 
^mc  writers,  whofe  powers  and 
ins  place  them  liigh  m  the  rank 
lire,  to  fct  fafliion  on  the  fide 
Klncfs ;  to  recommend  d«:bauch- 
ewdhcfs,  by  afTociating  them 
hties  mod  likely  to  dazzle  the 
cnt  iip.d  attraft  the  affusions; 
'zw  innocence  and  goodncfs  with 
odsuit  wcakneffls  as  neceffaiily 
lem  to  contempt  and  derifion. 
at u rail y  found  intimatesi  among 
ipt,  tlic  thoughilcfs,  and  the 
ate;  pafletl  thciv  lives  amidll  the 
f  fportivc  idlenefs,  or  the  warm 
IS  of  drunken  fricndihip;  ar.d 
•  hoi>cs  with  the  prumiles  of 
,\vliom  their  precepts  hail  (auqlit 
It  truth.  But  wiien  fooK  liad 
r.vay  their  fprighllincls,  ar.d  the 
of  eyci.-f^  couhl  no  longer  Ik; 
tlicy  faw  their  ])rorc3or$  hourly 
ly,  and  wondered  and  ftonntd 
hcmfelves  abandoned.  \Vhc- 
r  companions  perfilied  in  wick- 
IT  returned  to  virtue,  they  were 
lly  vvilhout  afTillance;  for  de- 
ls felfiOi  and  negligent,  and 
tue  ih&  viiluou*  onlv  cjii  ex- 
nJ. 


It  is  laid  by  F'lonis  of  Catilinv^  who 
died  in  the  niidil  of  llaurjucrcd  enemies, 
tiv.:t  his  Jentk  ba.i  been  iUuftrivuSj  had  it 
I'Cc'n  fuffivcd  fir  his  coumry.  Of  the 
wits  who  have  l:ir-gui:hed  away  life  un- 
der tho  prvliures  of  poverty,  or  in  the 
rritlcirnUs  of  fufpcnfe,  carelllrd  and  re- 
jeiled,  Hattered  and  defpircd,  as  ihey 
were  G-f  more  or  lels  ule  to  lliofc  who 
ailed  tiiemfelvcs  their  palrons,'  it  might 
be  ol>fti-ved,  ihatllieirmiferies  would  en- 
force compaihon,  had  they  been  brought 
u]Mn  thciii  by  hondly  and  religion. 

The  wicketlnefs  of  a  looU;  or  profane" 
auilu-r  is  more  attrocious  than  t:iat  of 
thr  giddy  lihjiiine,  ordi-unkcn  ravifhtrj 
not  only  bcjaufe  it  extend:;  it's  effects 
wid-.r,  3"!  a  peftibncc  thattaintc  the  ?.ir 
is  i)K»e  di,lhu6kivc  than  i>oifon  infufed 
in  a  draught,  but  becaiilc  it  is  commit  - 
ted  with  cool  deliberation.  By  the  in- 
(tantaneouii  \ioIcnce  of  defuc,  a  good 
man  may  fomctimes  be  furpiifed  before 
ixHeciIon  can  come  to  his  rofcuc;  when 
the  appetites  h'lve  ftrengthcned  llieir  in- 
fluence by  habit,  they  ai-e  not  cafilv  T2- 
filted  or  fuj>cHviTedj  but  for  the  tVl  jiJ 
villainy  of  uudious  lewdnefs,  forthecr.lnfc 
mullgnity  of  l:d>ourei\  impiety,  v.-hat  a- 
pology  can  be  invcnicil?  Wlut  puniili- 
ment  can  be  adeijiiato  to  tht:  critnc  ot 
him  who  reihes  to  fc^litudcs  for  the  re- 
iinemcnt  of  debauchery j  who  tor:urr» 
his  fancy,  ai»d  ranfacks  hi»  memor\> 
only  tliat  he  may  leave  the  world  Ic-s 
virtuous  than  he  found  it}  that  he  miy 
intercept  the  ho|)esof  the  rj/ingg;»'u»ra- 
tion;  and  fpr;;ad.  fnaiea  for  dtc  Ibul  \\i:U 
more  dexterity? 

What  wcro  iheir  motives,  or  what 
their  extnles,  is  be-low  the  i'.Iv;nity  ot* 
re.uion  to  e\*dmine.  If  having  extin- 
guiliied  in  thi-mfelvcs  the  dirti,ici!:>n  of 
rit;hl  ar.d  wron^-,  they  v,-cre  i:ii"jnJiblo  uf 
themifchief  which  they  iiiOiiJi>ted,  llu:y 
dtfervcd  to  be  hunted  'd';v.'n  ]jy  th:-  };c- 
ncral  coinpa8,  as  no  uM-ijer  par!;\klng 
of  fecial  nature  J  if  iiifhiLiited  liV  ti-.e 
corniption  of  patrt  ns  i^r  iO'.»d=ro,  they 
f.icrincvjd  their  own  con^  iciious  to  vanity 
or  intereft,  they  veic  to  be  abhorred 
with  niL're  aciiiTiony  than  he  thp.t  mui- 
deis  for;iay;  Mtite  ihiy  commiltc.d  sjrt^c- 
cr  crimes  witliout  ^'rv  JtLrti.mpl.ilions. 

Ojhivif  to  It  hem  much  is  gi'ven^  tnuih 
/hall  bt  rcquircJ.  Thou'  v.hon*  God 
has  favoured  wit li  fnivrior  facuhiesy  Jiui 
made  eminent  foi  quicknefsof  intiii(Ion« 
and  accuracy  <  f  i\'uV\\\v:\\v>i^'.,'  \v\^\  tvit- 
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for  dcft\^snndckviLLtior<;  which, in  iouls 
Jefs  cnliglueneil,  inav  be  guiltlel's.  But, 
furely,  none  can  ihmt  without  horror 
on  that  man*s  coudliion  who  hjs  been 
more  wicked  in  proportion  as  he  hud 


more  means  of  oxccllinrrin  ' 
ufed  tiic  light  impai  te«i  from  1 
ly  to  cmhcllilh  folly,  aiui  Ihtc 
on  crimes. 


N»  LXXVIII.  SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  15, 


I  M0K8   ?OLA   FATETUR 

Q^UANTULA  SINT   HOMINUM  CORPUSCULA* 


Ji-r. 


DFATH  OKT.Y   THIS  MVSTEIIOUS  TRVTH  VVrni.pj, 
THE  MIGHTY   SOUL   HOW   SMALL    A   BUDY   HOLDS. 


CORPORAL  fcnHitlon  is  known 
to  depend  fo  miirh  upon  novelty, 
that  cu (lorn  takes  away  from  many  things 
their  power  of  fpving  ])leafurc  or  pain. 
Thus  a  new  drcfs  becomes  ealy*  by  wear- 
ing it,  and  the  palate  is  reconciled  by 
degrees  to  diflies  which  at  firft  diiguflcd 
it.  That  by  long  habit  of  carrying  a 
bunlen,  we  lofe,  in  great  part,  our  ftrn- 
fibility  of  it's  weight,  any  man  may  be 
convinced  by  putting  on  for  an  hour  tiic 
armour  of  our  anceftors;  for  he  will 
Icarcely  believe  that  men  would  have  had 
much  mclination  to  marches  and  battles, 
encumbered  and  opprcfrcd,  as  he  will 
find  himfclf,  with  the  ancient  panoply. 
Yet  the  heroes  that  overrun  regions,  ?.nd 
ftormed  towns  in  iron  accoutrements,  he 
knows  not  to  have  been  bigger,  and  has 
no  reafon  to  imagine  them  ftronger  than 
the  prefcnt  race  of  men;  he  therefore 
muft  conclude,  that  their  peculiar  pow- 
ers were  conferred  only  by  peculiar  ha- 
bitSy  and  that  tlieir  familianty  with  tlic 
drcfs  of  war  enabled  them  to  move  in  it 
with  eafe,  vigoiir,  and  agility. 

Yet  it  feems  to  be  the  condition  of  our 
prefent  ftate,  that  pain  Oiould  be  more 
£xed  and  permanent  than  pleafurc.  Uii- 
eafinefs  gives  w^y  by  flow  degrees,  and 
is  long  before  it  quits  it's  pofTeflion  of 
the  Ctnfory ;  but  all  ourgratincations  are 
volatile,  vagrant,  and  cafiljr  diflipated. 
The  fragrance  of  the  jeflamme  bower  is 
loft  after  the  enjoyment  of  a  few  mo- 
ments, and  the  Indian  vranders  among 
his  native  fpiccs  without  any  fenfe  of 
their  exhalations.  It  is,  indeed,  not  nc- 
cclfary  to  flicw  bv  many  inftances  what 
all  mankind  con(ef^,by  an  incefl!antcall 
for  variety,  and  reftlefs  purfuit  of  en- 
joyments, which  they  value  only  becaufe 
unpoiFclTed. 


Drydek. 

So]]K'tl»In[^  (ii7»Iiar,  or  an'ilo 
be  ohil-ntd  in  ellbfts  prodiic 
d lately  upon  the  mind  j  vtj 
ftrongly  (trikc  or  affccl  us,  b 
rare  or  fuddcn.  The  moft 
events,  when  they  become  fai 
no  longer  coniidercd  with  woi 
licitude,  and  tliat  which  at  fir 
our  whole  attention,  and  left  n- 
any  otlier  thought,  is  foon  t 
info  i/Mnc  remote  rcpofitoiy  of 
arht  iies  among  oiher  lumber  < 
mory,  overlooked  and  neglefli 
far  the  mind  rcfemblcs  the  1 
here  the  fimilitude  is  at  an  en 

The  manner  in  which  cxte 
afts  upon  the  b6dv  is  veiT  lit 
to  the  regulation  of  the  will  j  n 
at  picaliii-e  obtund  or  invi{ 
fenfer.,  prolong  the  agency  of 
traced  upon  the  eye,  or  any  foi 
cd  into  the  ear.  But  our  idea* 
fubieftcd  to  choice;  wc  can 
before  us,  and  command  theit 
can  facilitate  and  promote  t\ 
rcnce,  we  can  either  rcprefs  t1 
fjon,  or  haften  their  retreat.  1 
fore  the  bufmel's  of  wifdom  a 
to  CcleSi  among  numberlcfs  ob 
ing  for  our  notice,  fuch  as  n* 
us  to  exalt  our  reafon,  extend  < 
and  fecui-e  our  happincfs. 
choice  is  to  be  made  with  vcr 
pard  to  rarcncfs  or  freouenc} 
thing  is  valuable  merely  bee 
cither  rare  or  common,  but  be 
adapted  to  fomc  ufeful  purpoD 
ables  us  to  fupply  fome  dcncia 
nature. 

Milton  has  judiciouflyrepre 
fatlicr  of  mr.nkind,  as  feized 
ror  and  allonifhraert  at  the 
deaths  exhibited  to  him  oa  i 
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.  For,  furelr,  nothing  can  fo 
fturb  the  pamons,  or  oerplex 
eflf  of  man,  as  the  difruption 
lion  with  vifible  luturc;  a  lepa- 
>m  all  that  has  hitheito  delight- 
igaged  him  J  a  change  not  only 
ace,  but  the  manner  of  his  he- 
entrance  into  a  ftate  not  (imply 
e  knows  not,  but  which  per- 
has  not  faculties  to  know;  ah 
.te  and  perceptible  communica- 
1  the  Supreme  Being,  and,  what 
!  ail  diftrtfsTful  and  alarming, 
fentcnce,  and  unalterable  allot- 

t  to  whom  the  (hortnefs  of  life 
n  frequent  occaiions  of  contcm- 
nortality,  can,  without  emotion, 
rations  of  men  pafs  away,  and 
ifure  to  eftablifh  modes  of  ibr- 
1  adjuft  the  ceremonial  of  death. 
I  look  upon  funeral  pomp  as  a 
I  fpe£laclc  in  which  we  have  no 
,  and  turn  away  from  it  to  trifles 
ufeinents,  without  deje£lion  of 
'  inquietude  of  heart. 

indeed)  apparent  from  the  con* 
.  of  the  wOTld,  that  there  mull  be 
or  other  thoughts ;  and  a  perpe- 
litation  upon  the  laft  hour,  how- 
may  become  the  folitude  of  a 
ry.  If  inconfiftcnt  with  many  du- 
:ommon  life.  But  furely  the  re- 
ince  of  death  ought  to  predomi- 
our  mindSf  as  an  habitual  and 

principle,    always    operating, 

not  aiwap  perceived ;  and  our 
n  fliould  leldom  wander  fo  far 
ir  own  condition,  as  not  to  be 

and  fixed  by  hf^t  of  an  crcntf 
raft  foon,  we  know  not  how  foon, 

likewife^to  ourfelves,   and  of 

though  we  cannot  appoint  the 
re  may  fecure  the  conb^[|llence• 
f  inftance  of  death  may  juftly 

our  fears  and  quicken  our  vi- 
;  bat  it*s  frequency  (b  much 
s  iC%  effeft,  that  we  are  feldbm 
1  unlefs  (omt  cloie  connexion  it 

fixne  (cheme  fruftrated,  or  fome 
felted.    Many  therefore  feem  to 

from  yondi  to  decrepitude  with' 
'reflection  on  me  end  of  life,  be- 
Im^  are  wholly  involved  wi^in 
ftMf  mad  look  on  others  onlf  as 
mtB  of  the  common  earthy  with- 
f  cx^ietlAtion  of  receiving  goodf 
itioD  of  bcftowmg  It*, 
il^'  pf  iraicn  ^tft  confefs  the  im* 


they  aflfefl  us  more  nearly  than  at  (haren 
in uie  common  intereft  of  mankind;  that 
defire  which  every  man  feels  of  being 
remembered  and  lamented,  is  often  mor- 
tified when  we  rrmailc  how  little  con- 
cern is  caufed  by  the  eternal  departure 
even  of  thofe  who  have  paflfed  their  livet 
with  publick  honours,  and  been  difBn- 
guiOied  by  extraordinary  performances. 
It  is  not  poflUble  to  be  regarded  vnfU 
tendemefs,  except  by  a  few.  That  me- 
rit which  gives  greatnefs  and  renown^ 
diifufes  it*s  influence  to  a  wide  compafsy 
but  a£ls  weakly  on  every  fmgle  brcaftj 
it  is  placed  at  a  diihince  from  common 
fpe^lators,  and  Ihines  like  one  of  the  re- 
mote ftars,  of  which  the  light  reaches 
us,  but  not  the  heat.  The  wit,  the  he- 
ro, the  philofopher,  whom  their  tempers 
or  their  fortunes  have  hindered  from  in- 
timate relations,  die,  without  any  other 
effe£l  than  that  of  adding  a  new  topick 
to  the  converfation  of  the  day.  They 
imprefs  none  with  any  frefh  conviflion 
of  the  fragility  of  our  nature,  becaufft 
none  had  any  particular  intereft  in  their 
lives,  or  was  united  to  them  by  a  reci- 
procation of  benefits  and  endearments. 
Thus  it  often  happens,  that  thofe  who 
in  th.eir  \\yc9  were  applauded  and  admir* 
ed,  are  laid  at  bft  in  the  gttnmd  without 
the  common  honour  of  a  ftone ;  becaufe 
by  thofe  excellencies  with  which  mant 
were  delighted,  none  had  been  obliged| 
and,  though  they  had  many  to  celebrate^ 
they  had  none  to  love  them. 

Cufiom  Co  far  regulates  the  fend- 
ments,  at  leaft  of  common  minds,  ^t 
I  believe  men  may  be  generally  obfhr- 
ed  to  grow  lefs  tender  as  they  advance 
in  age.  He  who,  when  life  was  neWf 
melted  at  the  lofs  of  every  companion^ 
can  look  in  time,  without  concern,  upon 
die  grave  into  which  his  lafl  friend  waa 
thrown,  and  into  which  himfelf  is  ready 
to  fall;  not  that  he  Ls  more  willing  to 
die  than  formerly,  but  that  he  is  mon 
familiar  to  the  deatli  of  others,  and  there* 
fbfe  is  not  alarmed  fo  far  as  to  confidcT 
how  much  neai-er  he  approaches  to  hit 
end.  But  this  is  to  fubmit  tamely  to  the 
tyranny  of  aceident,  uid  to  fuffcr  our 
reafon  to  He  ufelefs.  Every  funeral  may 
juftly  be  conGdered  as  a  fummont  to 
prepare  for  that  ftate  into  which  it  (hewt 
us  that  we  muft  fometime  enter;  and 
the  fommons  is  more  loud  and  piiercing» 
as  the  event  of  which  it  warns  ut  is  tt 
kfs  diftance.  To  w^ir^  ^i  wf  teM 
f  repvaiion  £dv  deaAif  ic  to  f^vm  en^  fK>t 
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poA  at  a  fiege;  but  to  omit  it  in  old  age, 
IS  to  (Isep  at  an  attack. 

It  has  always  appeared  to  me  one  of 
the  mod  ilriking  paiTages  in  the  vilions 
of  Quevedoy  which  (litrmatifes  thofc  as 
.fools  who  compUin  that  they  failed  of 
happinefs  by  fuddcn  dcnth.  *  How,' 
fays  he,  *  can  death  be  fiiildcn  to  a  be- 
'  mg  who  always  knew  thit  he  miift 

*  die,  and  that  the  time  of  his  death  was 

•  uncertain?' 

Since  bufinefs  and  gaiety  are  always 
drawing  our  attention  away  from  a  fu- 
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ture  ft  ate,  fome  admonition  is 
ly  nccelTaiy  to  recall  it  to  o 
and  vvh:it  can  jnore  properly 
impR'Hion  than  the  examples 
lity  which  every  day  fupplies  ? 
incentive  to  virtue  is  the  refle 
we  muft  die  j  it  will  therefore 
to  accuftoni  ourfi-lves,  whrne 
a  funeral,  to  coniider  how  fooi 
be  added  to  the  number  of  th 
probation  is  paft,  and  whofe 
or  mi(er\'  ftiall  endure  for  evei 


N'LXXIX.    TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  18,  i 


TAM  tM.TZ   NOSTRUM   DECIPI  FABULI-UM,    Q.t  I  n 
MIIARIS,    AVLZ  ?    SEMfER  BONUS    HOMO   TIRU   P.ST. 

YOU   WOKDIR   I'vi   SO  LITTLE  WIT, 
FRIKND   JOHN,    8  0  OFTEN   TO  BE    BIT: 
NONE   BETTER   GUARD   AGAINST   A  CHEAT 
THAN    HE   WHO  15  A  KNAVE   COMPLETE. 


Mart. 


SUSPICION,  however neceflary  it 
may  be  to  our  fafj  palfagc  through 
.ways  befct  on  all  (ides  bv  fraud  and 
malice,  has  hcen  alviniys  coniidercd,  when 
it  exccetls  the  common  mcafures,  as  a 
token  of  depravity  and  corruption ;  and 
a  Greek  writer  of  fentences  has  laid  down 
as  a  (landing  maxim,  that^#  lubo  be- 
lieves not  another  on  bis  oatb,  inoivs 
himfelfto  be  perjured. 

We .  can  form  our  opinions  of  that 
which  wc  know  not,  only  by  placing  it 
in  com)»ai'iron  with  ib.ncthing  that  we 
Icnow :  whoever,  therefore,  is  ovcr-run 
with  Aifpicion,  and  detcAs  artifice  and 
fti-acagem  in  every  propofal,  mult  either 
have  learned  by  experience  or  obferva- 
tion  the  wickedncfs  of  mankind,  and 
been  taue;ht  to  avoi<l  fraud  by  having 
often  fufterttl  or  lieu  treuchcry ;  or  he 
luutl  derive  his  judgment  from  thecon- 
fcioiifhefs  of  his  own  difpohtionv'and 
itnpute  to  ethers  the  lame  inclinatums 
vyhich  Iw  feels  predominant  in  himfelf. 

.To  leain  caution  by^minjj  ourcj-cs 
iijM)n  life,  and  obfervxng  the  aits  by 
vvhich  negligence  is  iUrprlfcd,  timidity 
9verbornc,  and  credulity  ainu&d,  re- 
quires eitlier  great  latitude  of  converfe 
and  long  acijuaintancc  Mrith  bufmcTs,  or 
uncommon  a^ivity  of  vigilance,  and 
9cmen«:rs of  penetiatlcn.  When  there- 
|pre  a  young  man,  not  <li(linguil1ied  by 
i?£fiurci' sHt(dJc£i,  co;nei  iuto  th«  vrorl^ 
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fiiU  of  lcn;pl:-3  and  diindcnccj 
barg:iin  with  niimy  proviiion; 
tion  Si  hcfiutes  in  his  anlwcr  i 
mon  qucftion,  Icibmore  (hou 
tended  than  lit;  can  imniediat«.ly 
has  a  long  i-cach  in  derefting 
jc61s  of  hi*  acquaintance  j  confic 
caret's  as  an  a^l  of  hypocrily, 
neither  gratitude*  nor  atll^tion 
teudemcfs  of  liis  fricndi,  bcca*. 
licves  no  one  to  ha\  c  any  real  n 
but  for  himfelf;  whatever  cxp 
tliis  early  fagacity  may  raifc  ol 
tui'e  cjninoncc  oi'  riches,  1 .  cai 
forbear  to  coniider  him  as  a  w 
capable  of  gcnerolit)-  or  benevc 
a  villain  early  completed  beyond 
of  common  op|)orlunitics  and 
temptations. 

Upon  men  of  this  clafs,  in 
and  admonition  are  gent-rally 
away,  becaufe  they  confider  art 
deceit  as  proofs  ot  underftandi. 
are  milled  at  the  fame  time  by 
great  feduccrs  of  the  world,  va 
mtereft  j  and  hot  only  look  up 
who  aeb  with  opennels  and  coj 
as  condemned  by  their  principli 
fcurity  and  want,  but  as  cont 
for  nari'ownefs  of  comprchcnfio 
ncfs  of  views,  and  flownefs  of 
ance. 

The  world  has  been  long  amv 
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and  of  nrt  in  private  affairs ; 
e  hem  conlkk-rLd  as  ihc  cffcfts 

qtialitics,  ami  as  unaltainabic 
>f  the  common  level :  yet  1  'have 
:l  many  perfonnnnccs,  eithtrof 
liry,  that  rcmvred  fuch  Itupen- 
)rrs  of  intcllcrft,  or  might  not 
n  effc^lcd  l>y  falfchood  rjid  im- 

withoiit  the  nffiftanct*  of  any 
vers .  To  profefs  what  he  does 
n,  to  promifc  what  ha  cannot 

to  flutter  ambition  with  pro- 
f  promotion,  and  mifcry  with 

relief;  to  foolh  pride  with  ap- 
>  of  fnhmifrion,  and  ao|>eafe  en- 
bhndiflimcnts  and  bribes  ;  can 
ply  nothing  more  or  j^reater  than 
levoted  wholly  to  it's  own  pur- 
face  that  cannot  blufh,  and  a 
t  cannot  feel. 

practices  are  fo  mean  an<l  bafc, 
who  finds  in  himftlf  no  ten- 
ufe  them,  cannot  eaiiiy  believe 
r  are  confulcred  by  others  with 
lation ;  he  therefore  fuffcrs  him- 
imber  in  falic  fecurity,  and  be- 
prcy  to  thole  who  applaud  their 
tilty,  becaufe  they  know  how 
pon  his  deep,  and  exult  in  the 
rnich  they  could  never  have  ob- 
lad  they  not  attempted  a  man 
an  thcmftlves,  who  was  hin- 
im  obviating  their  llratagems, 
jlly,  but  by  innocence, 
ion  is,  indeed,  a  temper  fo  un- 

ri^ftlefi,  tli.1t  it  is  very  juftly 
1  the  concomitant  of  guilt.  It 
hat  no  torture  is  equal  to  the 
a  of  lleep  long  continued  j  a 
'hich  the  itatc  of  that  man  liears 
:xa£l  analog)'  who  daics  never 
to  his  vigilance  and  circum- 

but  conhdcrs  himfelf  as  fur- 
by  fccret  foes,  and  fears  to  in- 

childjnen,  or  his  friend,  with 
r  that  throbs  in  his  brcail,  and 
rties  that  break  into  his  face. 
I,  at  this  expence,  thofc  evils  to 
ftucfs  and  friendship  mizht  have 
him,  is  fui-ely  to  buy  iafcty  at 
a  rate,  and,  in  the  language  of 
an  fatiiift,  to  favc  life  by  lofmg 
hich  a  wife  man  would  live. 

in  the  diet  of  the  German  em- 
Camcrarius  relates,  the  princes 
e  difplaying  their  felicit}r,  and 
Sing  the  ailvantagcs  of  his  own 
IS,  one  who  pofleficd  a  country 
likable  for  the  gnndcur  of  it's 
•  dtc  fenUIty  of  ifs  foil,  rofc 


to  fpeak,  and  the  r^ft  liftened  between 
pity  and  contempt,  till  he  declared,  in 
honour  of  his  territories,  that  he  could 
travel  through  them  without  a  guard, ' 
and,  if  he  >vas  wean',  floep  in  fafety 
upon  the  lap  of  the  firtt  man  whom  he 
fliould  meet  J  a  commendation  which 
would  have  been  ill  exchanged  for  the 
boait  of  palaces,  paftures,  or  (Ireams. 

Sufpicion  is  not  lefs  an  enemy  to  vir- 
tue than  to  happincfs:  he  that  is  al-' 
ready  corrupt  is  naturally  fufpiclous,  and 
he  that  becomes  fufpicious  will  qnickly 
be  corrupt.  It  is  too  common  for  us  to 
learn  the  fjMuds  by  which  ourfelvcs  have 
fuffered  $  men  who  arc  once  peiluaded 
that  deceit  will  be  employed  againft  them, 
fometuncs  think  the  fame  arts  juftified 
"by  the  necefllity  of  defence.  Even  they 
whofe  virtue  is  too  well  eftablilhed  to 
give  way  to  example,  or  be  (haken  by 
fophiilry ,  muit  yet  feel  their  love  of  man- 
kind dimini(hed  with  their  eileem,  and 
grow  lefs  zealous  for  the  happinefs  of 
thofe  by  whom  they  imagine  their  own 
happinefs  endangered. 

Thus  we  find  old  age,  upon  whicH 
fufpicion  has  been  ftrongly  imprcflfed  by 
long  intcrcourfe  with  the  world,  inflexi- 
ble and  fevere,  not  eafily  foftened  by 
fubmifHon,  melted  by  complaint,  or  (lib- 
dued  b^'l'upplication .  Frequent  experi  - 
ence  of  counterfeited  ml(eries,  and  dif- 
fembled  virtue,  in  time  overcomes  that 
difpofition  to  tcndcmefs  and  fympathy, 
which  is  fo  powerful  in  our  youifger 
years;  and  they  that  happen  to  petition 
the  old  for  compaflion  or  afliilance,  arc 
doomed  tolanguifh  without  regard,  and 
fuffer  for  the  crimes  of  men  who  have 
formerl  v  been  found  undcfcrving  or  un- 
grateful. 

Hiftorians  are  certaudy  chargeable 
with  the  depravation  of  mankind,  when ' 
they  relate  without  cenfure  ihofc  fti-ala- 
gems  of  war  by  which  the  virtues  of  an 
enemy  are  engaged  to  his  dcllruflion. 
A  ftup  comes  befoi-e  a  port,  weather- 
beaten  and  (hattere'l,  anu  the  ci-cw  im- 
plore the  liberty  of  repairing  their 
breaches,  fupnlymg  themfelvcs  with  ne- 
ceflaries,  or  burying  their  dead.  The 
humanity  of  the  inhabitants  inclines 
them  t5  confent,  thfc  ftrangers  enter  the 
town  with  weapons  concealed,  fall  fud- 
denly  upon  thrir  bcnefa£lci-s,  de{lroy 
thofe  that  make  refillance,  and  l>ecome 
mailers  of  the  place;  thcv  return  homo 
rich  with  plunocT,  and  uvm  ^>3ACfi.^\% 
recorded  tg  encouTa^\m\V\^vm. 
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But  Autiy  war  has  it's  laws,  and 
ought  to  be  conduAed  with  foxne  regard 
to  the  univierfa]  intereft  of  man .  Ttkoft 
ma^  juiUy  be  Durfued  as  enemies  to  the 
oonunumty  ot  nature,  who  fuller  hof- 
tilit]^  to  vacate  the  unalterable  laws 
<if  ngbt>  and  purfue  their  private  ad- 
yanta^  by  meant  which,  if  once 
cIlabLihed,  muft  deftrov  kindnefs»  cut 
off  from  every  man  all  hopes  of  aifift- 
lince  finoxn  another,  and  fill  the  world 
with  perpetual  fufbicion  and  implacable 
malevolence.  >Vnatever  is  thus  gained 
oughl  to  be  reftored;  and  thofe  who  have 
conquered  by  fuch  treachery  may  be  juft- 


ly  denied  the  proteflion  of  thdr  natife 
country. 

Whoever  commits  a  fraud  is  guikj 
not  onlv  of  the  paiticular  injury  to  luv 
whom  ne  deceives,  but  of  the  dimim- 
tion  of  that  confidence  which  conftxtutct 
not  only  the  eafc  but  thr  exi Aoure  of  S^ 
ciety .  He  that  fuffers  by  impofture  has 
too  often  his  virtue  more  impaired  that 
his  fortune.  But  as  it  is  nece^iy  net 
to  invite  robbery  by  fupinenefs,  ib  it  is 
our  duty  not  to  fuppreis  tcndernefs  hf 
fufpicion.  It  is  better  to  fuffer  wrong 
than  to  do  it  J  and  happier  to  be  fone- 
times  cheated  than  not  to  tnift. 
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TIDS9  Vr  ALTA  STET  KlVt  CANDIDl'M 
SOIACTE,    NEC  JAM  BVITINBANT  ONUS 
SILT/C  LABORAWTES 


Hot« 


iihold  yoh  mountain  s  ifoatt  height, 
made  nighsk  with  new  mounts  of  snow; 

again  behold  the  wintbe*5  weight 
orrrbis  tbb  laboring  woods  below. 

Dryden. 


AS  Providence  has  made  the  human 
foul  an  aAiVe  being,  always  im- 
patient for  novelty,  and  ftrugglmg  for 
fbinething  yet  unenjoved  with  unwearied 
nrogreflion,  the  world  feems  to  have 
Men  eminently  adapted  to  this  difpofi- 
tnm  of  the  mind;  it  is  formed  to  raiie 
expeftations  by  conftant  viciititudes,  and 
to  obviate  (atiety  by  perpetual  change. 

Wherever  we  turn  our  eyes,  we  find 
fomethingto  revive  our  curiodtv,  and 
engage  our  attention.  In  the  aulk  of 
the  morning  we  watch  the  rifing  of  the 
fun,  and  fee  the  day  diverfify  the  clouds, 
and  open  new  profpcCls  in  it^t  gradual 
advance.  '  After  a  few  hours,  we  fee 
the  (hades  lengthen,  and  the  light  decline, 
tib  the  iky  is  reiigned  to  a  multitude  of 
ftminj^  oibs  different  fiom  each  other  in 
ma^tude  and  fplendour.  The  earth 
vanes  it*s  appearance  as  we  move  upon 
it;  the  woods  offer  their  fhades,  and  the 
fields  their  liarvefts;.the  hill  flatters 
jrith  an  extenfive  view,  and  the  valley 
invites  with  (hdter^  fragranccj  and 
flowers. 

The  poetB  have  numbered  among  the 
felicities  of  the  golden  aect  an  exemp- 
tion from  the  change  of  uaibnsi  and  a 
piipetuit J  of  fpring;  but  I  am  not  cer- 
/sua  tbatm  this  Asttc  of  miaginary  hap« 


J)incf8  they  have  made  fuflicient  prori- 
ion  for  that  infatiable  demand  of  new 
gratifications,  which  feems  particularly 
to  chara£lerize  the  nature  of  man.  Ov 
fenfc  of  delight  is  in  a  great  meaftue 
comparative,  and  ariies  at  once  from  the 
fenfations  which  we  feel,  and  thofe  wbgi^ 
we  remember:  thus  eafe  tfta  tonnSr ' 
is  pleafui-e  for  a  time,  and  we  aie  voy 
a^reeabljr  recreated,  when  the  bo^a 
chilled  with  the  weather,  if  gnduafqf 
recovering  it's  natural  tepiditys  but  the 
joy  ceafes  when  we  have  tbrjpt  the  cold» 
we  mufl  fidl  below  eafe  agarn^  if  wede« 
fire  to  ri^  above  it,  and  purcbafe  new 
felicity  by  voluntary  pun.  It  is  thm* 
fore  not  unlikely  that,  however  the  fkncy 
may  be  amufed  with  the  defcription  of 
regions  in  which  no  wind  is  heanl  bu( 
the  gentle  zephyr,  and  no  fcenet  are  dif« 
nlajred  but  vallies  enamelled  with  un- 
fading flowers,  and  woods  wavii^  ijuat 
perennial  verdure,  we  fliould  foon  grow 
weary  of  uniformity,  find  our  thooghtl 
lan^ifli  for  want  of  other  fubjefts^  caB' 
on  Heaven  for  our  wonted  round  of  fia- 
fons^  and  think  ourielves  libara^  it- 
compenled  for  the  iiirrmirrnifiiipfp  of 
fummer  and  winter,  hj  new  pntttSoa% 
of  the  cahnnef^  and  imldncft  of  ne  Ib-' 
tenneitiatfi  vanosio&i. 
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feftfofi  his  iff  particular  pow- 
kif^  the  mind.  The  naked- 
L  alpcrity  of  the  -wnntry  world 
fills  the  Ix^lder  with  penfive 
Qncnd  aftoni(hinent|  as  the  va- 
the  fccnc  is  lefTencd,  it's  pnin- 
(icreafed^  and  the  mind  is  (weU 
ce  hy  the  mingled  ideas  of  the 
and  the  paft,  of  the  beauties 
iTe  Tanifhied  from  the  eyes,  and 
i  and  deflation  that  are  pow  be- 
n. 
>blerved  by  Milton,  that  he  who 

to  vifit  the  country  in  fprin^y 
\n  the  pleafiires  that  are  ttien  m 
i  bloom  and  fragrance,  is  guilty 
'/ufj  againfi  naturt.  If  we  al- 
rent  duties  to  different  feafons, 
be  charged  with  equal  difubedi- 
the  voice  of  nature  who  looks 
>!eak  hills  and  leaflefs  woods, 
fenoufhefs  and  awe.  Spring  is 
n  of  gaiety,  and  winter  of  ter- 
fpring  the  heart  of  tranquillity 
D  the  melody  of  the  groves,  and 
3f  benevolence  fparkles  at  the 

happinefs  and  plenty:  in  the 
compaflion  melts  at  univerfal 
,  and  the  tear  of  foftnefs  darts 
filings  of  hunger,  and  the  cries 
reation  in  diftieis. 
ninds  have  much  inclination  to 
heavinefs  and  forrowj  nor  do  I 
nipd  them  beyond  the  degree  ne- 
o  niMttia  in  it's  full  vigour 
)ituarnBpathi;^d  tendemefs 
In  a  worfa  of  (o  much  miiery» 
iury  to  the  ready  difchft^  of  our 
WflffMBl  duties.  The  winter 
MS  gtnerally  celebrated  as  the 
safim  for  domeftick  merriment 
t^.  We  are  feldom  invited  by 
net  of  pleafure  to  look  abroad 
9ther  pnrpoicy  than  that  we  may 
>ackwith  more  fatisfa£Uon  to 
rtt,  and  when  we  have  heard 
rl  of  the  tempeft,  and  felt  the 
'  the  froft,  congratulate  each 
ith  more  gladnefs  upon  a  clofc 
a  cafy  chaifj  a  large  fire,  and  a 

dioner. 

T  brings  natural  inducements  ta 
ad  converiation.  Difleraicesy 
f,  are  never  fo  effeAually  Ifitd 
i  by  Ibme  comrnon  calamitjrs 
J  Wit»  all  t9  whogi  be  thrdst- 
BT.  The  rigour  of  irattr 
gnm}ly  to  the  ftajefirclidji 
io^  by  ths  op^ofiiiofi  9  ^« 


181 


nations,  or  difference  of  employment^ 
moved  in  various  directions  through  the 
other  parts  of  the  year}  and  when  they 
have  met,  and  find  it  their  mutual  in- 
tereft  to  remain  toffedier,  they  endear 
each  other  by  mutuiu  compliances,  and 
of  den  wifh  for  the  continuance  of  the 
focial  feafon,  with  all  it's  bleakneA  and 
all  it's  (everities. 

^  To  the  men  of  ftudy  and  iniagina* 
tion  the  winter  is  generally  the  chief  time 
of  labour.  Gloom  and  iilence  produce 
comnofure  of  mind,  and  concentration 
of  ideas;  and  the  privation  of  external 
pleafure  naturally  caufes  an  effort  to  find 
entertainment  within.  This  is  the  time 
in  which  thofe  whom  literature  enables 
to  find  amufements  for  themfelves,  have 
more  than  common  conviAions  of  their 
owi\  happinefs.  When  they  are  con- 
demned oy  the  elements  to  retirement^ 
and  debarred  from  mofl  of  the  diverfiona 
which  are  called  in  to  aiHft  the  flight  of 
time,  they  can  flbd  new  Aibjefts  of  en- 
quiry, and  preferve  themfelves  from  that 
wearinefs  which  hangs  always  flagging 
upon  the  vacant  miixi. 

It  cannot  indeed  beexpefled  of  all  to 
be  poets  and  philofophers;  it  is  neceflanr 
that  the  greater  part  of  mankind  fliould 
be  employed  in  me  minute  bufmefs  of 
common  life;  minute,  indeed,  not  if  we 
confider  it's  influence  upon  our  happi- 
nefs, but  if  we  refpe£t  the  abilides  re- 
ouifite  to  condu6l  it.  Thefemufl  necef- 
larily  be  more  dependent  on  accident  for 
the  means  of  fpending  agreeably  thofe 
hours  which  their  occupations  lave  un- 
^gagcd,  or  nature  obliges  them  to  al- 
low to  relaxation.  Yet  even  on  theie 
I  would  wilUngly  imprefs  fuch  a  ienie  of 
the  valoe  of  time,  as  mis  incline  them 
to  find  out  for  their  carelcis  hqon  anntle- 
ments  of  moie  uie  and  dignity  than  the 
common  games,  which  not  oidjf  wevy 
the  mind  vithont  impnpring  itf  but 
firen^then  the  pafiiont  of  envy  and 
a\-ance>  and  often  lead  to  fraud  and  to 
profufion,  to  oonuption  and  to  ruin.  It 
IS  unworthy  of  a  reaibnable  being  to 
fpend  any  oif  the  little  time  allotted  ui, 
without  tome  tendency,  either  direft  or 
oblioue,  to  ^  end  of  our  exiflence. 
And  dioagh  crcvy  moment  cannot  be 
laid  out  oil  die  fonpal  and  regular  ina- 
provemoHof  oiir  kpoidedgt^  or  m  the 
itatpi  ^fMict  of  a  moral  or  religioua 
du^,  fix  none  lioBld  bQ  fh  fpent  as  to 
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©ut  TV)fiil>il»ty  of  nu-iI'Tyinj^  ii«  nion*  or 
If  fs  for  rlic  beitci-  tm;  loymcnt  of  tho.V 
which  aiv  to  coiiK. 

It  is  fcarccly  jiain'ole  to  pifs  an  hour 
in  hont-ft  convcifation,  wiih  iir  h'jTni.j 
ahic  when  >*-e  rife  from  it,  to  pica.'c  oiir- 
/elvc:«  with  having  given  or  rtcciwi!  ibinc 
advantages;  hut  a  man  may  ihuffle  cart!*?, 
or  rattle  dice,  from  noon  to  miilniijlir, 
without  tnicingany  new  idea  in  his  mmvl, 
or  being  able  to  recoiled  the  day  by  any 


other  token  thin  lil<  c^ln  or  U 
confu:!/!  r(.Tm;n!>rance  of  a^ir 
fiO'1-i,  and  cliiinorons  altf  rt.itit 
Howew-i-,  .as  experience  i» 
wei;^!it  !li:i:i  jnerrpr,  anyof  nr 
who  ari-  contrivin  ir  liow  to  i 
drenr}'  months  hcforr  thLm,  i 
fide:-  w/.ifh  of  thrirp.iltiirMTlIn 
them  now  wirls  \iv  pv-*t!t  f.ni 
iiv..\  rv^folvi-  to  ixpcat  thofe  L;r:it 
of  wiiich  the  picjfure  is  moii  d*. 


N'LXXXI.    TUESDAY,    DECEMBER  25,    i 
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VlRG, 


KBAK,  AND  BE  JV&T. 

AMONG  qucflion  s  which  haw  been 
difcuiled  without  any  approach  to 
(ieciilon,may  be  numbered  the  preceden- 
cy or  fupcrior  excellence  of  one  virtue  to 
another,  which  has  long  furnifhed  a  fuh- 
icit  of  difpute  to  men  whofc  leifurc  knt 
them  out  into  the  intcIlcLhial  world  in 
icarch  of  employment,  and  who  havj, 
perhaps,  been  fometimes  withheld  finm 
the  pi-aAicc  of  their  favourite  (duly,  by 
zeal  for  it's  advancement,  and  diligence 
in  it's  celebration. 

The  intricacy  of  this  difpute  may  be 
alleged  a-  a  proof  of  that  tendcniefs  for 
mankind  which  Providence  has,  I  think, 
uaiverfally  difplay:;d,  by  mokinij  at- 
tainments cufy  in  proportion  as  they  nrc 
neccdary.  'I'h.it  uil  the  duties  of  mo- 
rality ought  to  be  pr.iitifcd,  i^  without 
ditKculfy  difco'.f'-aMe,  bccaufe  igno- 
rance or  uncertainty  would  immediately 
involve  the  vvorld  in  confufion  and  dif- 
trefs)  but  which  duty  ought  to  b^  njoll 
efteemedy  we  niny  continue  to  debate-, 
without  incQnvenience,  fo  all  be  dil>. 
gently  performed  as  there  is  opportu- 
nity cr  RSCvi;  for  upon  pia£l Ice,  not  up- 
on opIr:c<n,  depends  the  happincfs  of 
mankinii j  and conti'oveifies,  merely  fpe- 
culativc,  are  of  fiu^U  importance  in 
thcmfelircs,  iiowcvei*  i^sy  may  have 
ibmetinics  healed  a  difputant,  or  pro- 
Tokeil  a  fusion. 

Of  the  divine  author  cf  our  rclici on 
it  is  impoflibicto  pei-ule  the'cvaogwiical 
hiftorics,  without  obferving  liow  little 
he  favmufd  the  vanity  of  inquifttivcncfs) 
how  mudi  more  rarely  he  condfificnded, 
to  fabsfy  curiofity,  than  to  ielieve*'dir- 
tn^j  and^ow  much  he  dcfircd  that  \ui 


followers  (liould  r.Jthcr  exrul  i 
nefs  thun  in  knowlc  !^e.  HI-' 
tend  imir.tdialcly  to  I  he  nclili 
the  moral  prircipU'^,  and  the  . 
of  daily  cunduiii,  without  oil- 
without  ait,  at  «»nre  inefricr; 
plnin,  Uich  as  well-nKani:i;^  li 
may  re  Tidily  conceive,  and  o 
we  cannot  miQ.iki.-  ihe  meami 
when  we  :uv  afraid  to  find  it. 

The  mejfin'e  of  jultlre  prcfc 
us,  in  our  tranru^ron-;  with  ot 
remarkably  ,  clear  and  compri 
l{'''batjoc*ver  yc  ivouU  that  af 
do  UN  to  you  t  t'Vi'nfoJo  wtto  th 
law  by  which  every  claini  of  ri; 
be  immcdiarily  avljullcd,  as  f. 
private  conic ience  requires  to  be 
e-.I;  a  law  of  which  every  mnn  i 
the  cxpofiiion  in  his  own  bre 
wliich  may  al.viys  he  oblizi-wd 
any  otlier  qMalific:lt^^rl^  than  he 
intention  and  purity  of  will. 

Over  this  law,  indL-cd,  fomc 
(bphillry  have  been  Inltle  enr 
throw  milts,  which  have  daikt: 
own  evLi.  To  jKrplcx  this  i 
principle,  iheyhave  enqiiiivil  w 
man,  confcious  to  himfelf  of  ui 
aide  wiflios,  be  bo'ind  to  grati 
in  anorl'.er.  }>iil  Aiivly  tlici-e  nc 
long  dtlibcration  to  coitclude, 
de fires,  which  are  to  be  confideit 
as  the  meafure  of  right,  muft  be 
we  approve,  and  that  we  ough 
no  i-egard  to  thofc  cxpef^aiions  i 
w]iich  wc  condemh  in  ouriciv 
<>-hich,  KoNvcver  ihcy  may  intni 
our  imagination,  we 'know  itc 
10  kG&  TLSid  Cu^^cefs . 
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>f  the  molt  celebrated  cafes  which 
en  jwoJuctd  x>  rwquirinsf  Ibme 
he  direction  of  confcicnc^-  to  a- 
m  to  this  G:n:at  rule,  is  lh:it  of 
al  all:ing  mcicy,  of  his  judge, 
iinot  but  know,  that  it  he  was 
itc  of  the  iiipplicaut,  he  flunild 
at  pardon  w'lich  he  now  denies, 
iculty  cf  tills  fophilin  will  va- 
we  remember  that  the  parties 
£jlity,  on  one  fide  the  criminal, 
the  other  the  community,  of 
le  ma^illrate  is  only  tiie  mini- 
l  by  which  he  is  intruded  with 
lick.  Ihtrty.  The  magiftrate, 
,  in  pardoning  a  man  unwor- 
arilon,  l;eJrays  tlie  tiult  with 
:  is  i!\v\;il«:i,  gives  away  what 
IS  own,  and,  appare:itly,  does 
what  he  would  not  that  others 
lo  to  him.  Even  the  com- 
whofe  right  is  ilill  greater  to 
grants  of  merry,  is  hound  by 
•s  wliich  regard  the  great  re- 
of  mank'nd,  and  cannot  Juf- 
forbeaiance  as  may  promote 
rfn,  ami  le'Un  the  gencird  con- 
(id  fccuiity  in  which  :'li  i\:i\e  an 
erelU  and  which  ?.!1  ar^^  rherc- 
"id  to  maintain.  For  tliii  ica- 
ijtthao  ncta  riglu  to  t.iect  a  v^e- 
Lcliiarv  for  fugitivcJs,  or  give 
1  to  fuch  as  have  forfeltcti  iluir 
rrinies  againltthe  laws  ofcoin- 
ility,  equally  acknowledged  Vy 
s,l  ccaufe no  jk-oimc c:;n,v.'.:lujut 
I  of  the  univen'a!  lcai»u--  o:  ib- 
js,  incite,  byptoi'p^ch  tt  im- 
nd  fifcty,  their  jn  VliL*.s  in 
dominion  wliicii  liiey  would 
s  punilh  in  thuirown, 
caiion  of  unc^Uainry  and  hefi- 
i  thofe  by  whom  thi-i  great  rule 
coniiTKrntcd  and  dilated,  is  the 
of  what  the  ex.r5^er  cafuilis 
1  to  diftinguilh,  .itlts  ofjuft'ce 
of  charity,  T!ie  inmiediatc 
iry  intLfltion  of  :his  precept  is, 
b  a  i-ule  of  juilict  j  and  I  know 
.cr  invention,  cr  fopliiitry,  can 
gU  difl^cult)'  to  retard  it's  ap- 
when  it  I«  tiiui  exprciH-d  and 
^^Let  tvery  man  alhxv  ike 
^ht  iaanQtb^rj  ivhicb  le  Jhouid 
feif  entitled  to  make  in  the  like 
tcee. 

cbar^ofthc  debts  rf  charity  ^ox 
icti  we  owe  to  others,  not  merC' 
ircd  bv  judic^,  butasddtatsd 
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by  benevolence*  admits  in  \€%  own  na^- 
ture  greater  <;ompli€ation  of  circumftan- 
ces,  and  great^fr  latitude  of  choice.  Juftice 
is  indifpcnfably  and  univerfallyneccflaiy, 
and  what  is  nccefl'ary  mull  always  be  li- 
mited, unifoiTn,  anddiftin6l.  But  be- 
neficence, though  in  general  equally  en- 
joined by  our  religion,  and  equally  need- 
ful to  the  conciliation  of  the  Pivinc  fa- 
vour, is  yet,  for  the  mod  part,  with  regard 
to  it's  finglea6ls,  ele^ive  and  voluntary. 
Wc  miv,  certainly,  without  injury  to 
our  fellow-beings,  allow  in  the  diltri- 
butionof  kindnefs  fometlii ng  to  our  af- 
fections, and  change  the  meafureof  our 
liberality  according  to  our  opinions  and 
profpefts,  our  hopes  and  fears.  Thi» 
rule,  there/ore,  is  nor  ctjually  determi- 
nate and  ablblute  with  refpcft  to  offices 
of  kindnels  and  a£ls  of  liberality,  be- 
caufc  libei-ality  and  kindnefs,  ablblutcly 
detennined,  would  lole  their  nature;  for 
how  could  we  be  called  tender,  or  cha- 
ritable, fcr  giving  that  wh.ch  we  are 
pofitively  ibibuldtii  lo  withhold? 

Yet  even  in  adjulting  the  extent  of 
our  ber.ertcence,  no  other  mealure  can  Ijc 
taken  tliaii  this  precept  artbrds  ui>,  for 
we  can  only  know  \vii:it  others  li;fici'  or 
want,  by  coniklering  how  wc  ihould  be 
afrlclcd  in  the  liuiii:  itate;  nor  can  we 
proportion  our  allilhnce  by  any  other 
rule  than  that  of  doing  what  we  Hiould 
then  expect  from  others.  It  indeed  ge- 
nemliy  happens  that  the  giver  and  re- 
ceiver dili'w.rin  ii;.-ir  opinions  of  generu- 
lity;  tlui  r.mie  p.Miialiiy  to  his  own  in- 
tireit  inclines  one  to  large  cxpc^ations, 
::;id  the  other  to  fpai'ing  dimibutions. 
Feihap.1  the  infiriiuiy  of  human  nature 
will  fearcely  fuffer  a  man  groaning  un- 
der the  prtfrure  of  diftrefs,  to  judge 
rightly  of  the  kindnefs  of  his  friends, 
or  think  they  have  done  enough  till  his 
deliverance  is  completed;  not  therefore 
whatwc  might  wifli,  but  what  we  could 
demand  fiom  otht  rs,  wc  are  obliged  tQ 
grant,  lince,  though  we  can  eafily  know 
how  much  we  might  claim,  it  is  impof- 
ijble  to  determine  what  wefliouldhope. 

But  in  all  enquiries  conci^rnine  the 
pracVice  of  voluntary  and  occaiional 
virtues,  it  is  fafcft  for  minds  not  op- 
prcfled  with  fupcrftitious  fears  to  deter- 
mine againft  their  own  inclinations,  and 
fecure  themfcives  from  deficiency  by 
doing  more  tlian  ihcy  believe  ttximy  ne- 
ceifary.  For  of  this  every  man  may  be 
certain,  that,  if  he  wtit  \o  cxdvdxv^gb 
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6>n(I:tionik  witli  his  dependent,  he  flioiild 
cxpeA  more  than,  with  the  utmoft  cx- 
crtton  of  his  ardour,  he  now  will  pre- 
vail upon  himfeif  to  pcrformj  and  when 
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rrafon  has  no  fettled  nile,  and 
fions  are  ftriving;  to  miflead  i 
ftirelv  the  part  of  a  wile  man  ti 
the  fide  of  fafcty. 
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TO  THE  RAMBLER* 


IT  will  not  be  neceflanr  to  folicit  your 
good-will  by  any  tormnl  preface, 
when  I  have  informed  you,  that  1  have 
long  been  known  as  the  moft  laborious 
mnd  zealous  rirtuofothat  the  prefent  age 
hat  had  the  honour  of  producing,  ^hd 
that  inconvenicncics  have  been  brought 
vpon  me  by  an  unextinguiihable  ardour 
of  curiofity,  and  an  unfliaken  perfcve- 
rance  in  the  acquifxtion  of  llic  produc- 
tions of  ait  and  nature. 

It  was  obfcned,  from  my  entrance  into 
^  world,  that  I  had  fomethinu  uncom- 
inon  in  my  difpofition,  and  that  there 
appeared  in  me  very  early  tokens  of  lii- 
perior  genius.  I  was  always  an  enemy 
to  trifles;  the  playthings  which  mv  mo- 
ther beftoweil  upon  me  I  immediately 
broke,  that  I  might  dilcover  the  metho<l 
of  their  ftru6lure,  and  the  caufes  of  their 
motions:  of  nil  the  toys  with  which  chil- 
dren are  delighted,  I  value<!  only  my  co- 
nl;  and»  as  foon  as  I  could  fpeak,  afked, 
li  kePieiifc,  innumerable  qucltions  which 
the  maida  about  me  could  not  refolve. 
At  I  grew  older  I  was  more  tlioughtful 
and  feiioati  and  inlhad  of  amuhng  my- 
felf  widi  puerile  diverfions,  made  collec- 
tions of  nat\iral  rarities,  and  never  walk- 
ed into  the  fields  without  bringing  home 
ftone*  of  remarkable  forms,  or  infe^^s 
of  (bme  uncommon  foecies.  I  never 
CDtoed  an  old  houie,  from  which  I  did 
not  take  away  the  painted  glafs,  and 
often  lamented  that  I  was  not  one  of 
that  happy  generation  who  demoltlhed 
the  convents  and  monafteries,  and  broke 
windows  by  law. 

Being  thus  early  poffeffed  by  a  tafte  for 
ibiid  knowledge,  I  pafled  my  youth 
with  very  little  diihirbance  from  paflions 
and  appetites;  and  having  no  pAeafure  in 
the  company  of  boys  and  girls,  who 
talked  ot  plays,  pohticks,  fafhions,  or 
love,  I  carried  on  my  enouiries  with  in- 
ittSuir  diligence,  and  bad  amaCTed  moi« 


found  in  manv  celebrated  co)le£ 
.an  agr;  in  wfiich  the  greateft 
young  men  are  fhidying  unde: 
or  endeavourine  to  recommenc 
fclves  to  notice  by  their  drefs,  t 
and  their  levities. 

When  I  was  two  and  twen 
old,  I  became,  by  the  death  o! 
ther,  poifcfTed  of  a  fmall  ellate 
with  a  very  large  fum  of  monc 
publick  funds;  and  muft  conf< 
did  not  nuich  lament  him,  for  1 
man  of  mean  prts,  bent  ratl- 
growlng  rich  than  wife.  He  o 
ted  at  the  expence  of  only  ten  ; 
which  he  happened  to  overhear  i 
ing  for  the  ftin^  of  a  hornet,  I 
was  a  cold  moift  fummer,  in  wl 
few  hornets  had  been  feen. 
recommended  to  me  the  ftudy 
fick;  *  In  which,'  laid  he,  «  ; 
*  at  once  gi-atify  your  curiofity 
<  tui-al  hiiiory,  and  increafe  > 
'  tuitc  by  benefiting  minkind. 
him,  Mr.  Rambler,  with  pit) 
there  was  no  profpeft  of  ek 
mind  formed  to  grovd,  fuffere 
pleafe  himfeif  with  hoping  thai 
fome  time  follow  his  advice, 
know  that  there  are  men  wit 
when  they  have  once  fettled  a 
their  heads,  it  is  to  very  litth 
to  difpute. 

Being  now  left  wholly  to  m] 
clinations,  I  very  foon  enla 
bounds  of  my  cunofity,  and  i 
myfeif  no  longer  with  fuch  r 
required  only  judgment  and 
and  when  once  found,  might  I 
nothing.  I  now  turned  my  th 
exotich  and  aHiiques\  and' I 
vtrell  known  for  my  generoitt ' 
of  ineenious  men,  uiat  my  ! 
crowded  with  vifitants,  fome 
mufinim,  and  odier«  to  inc 
treafures,  by  felling  me  wind 
had  brought  from  ottier  count 
1  \vaA  SL^nac^^  i^cQQ9«m^(ai 
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»  of  conception,  which  contents 
tth  cultivating  romc  fingle  comer 
iekl  of  fciencc}  I  took  the  whole 
into  ray  view,  and  wished  it  of 
Iter  extent.  But  no  man's  power 
equal  to  his  will.  I  was  forced 
eed  by  How  degrees,  and  to  pur- 
'hatcnance  orkindncrs  happened 
nt.  I  ilid  not  however  proceed 
i  r»me  dclign,  or  imitate  the  in- 
on  of  thole  who  begin  a  thou- 
lle^lions,  and  finifh  none.  Hav- 
n  always  a  lover  of  geography,  I 
ned  to  collet  the  maps  drawn  in 
t  and  barhai-ous  times,  before  any 

i'ui-veys,  or  jull  oblervations ; 
ve,  at  a  great  cxpence,  brought 
r  a  volume,  in  which,  perhaps, 
igle  country  is  laid  down  accord- 
it's  true  fituation,  and  by  which, 
dcfires  to  know  the  errors  of  the 

geographers  may  be  amply  in- 

my  ruling  pafTion  is  patriotifm: 
:f  care  has  bcv-n  to  procure  the 
rs  of  our  own  country;  and  as 
received  the  tribute  of  the  Welch 
'es  heads,  I  allowed  my  tenants 
ihcir  rents  in  butterflies,  till  I 
innfted  the  papilionaceous  tribe. 
dircfled  them  to  the  purfuit  of 
nimals;  and  o'otained,  by  this 
thod,  nioft  of  the  grubs  and  in- 
lich  hir.d,  air,  or  water,  can  fup- 
have  three  l]>ecics  of  earthworms 
jwii  to  the  natiu-alilh,  have  dil- 
a  new  ephemera,  and  can  fhew 
afps  that  were  taken  torpid  in 
nter  quarters.  I  kive,  from  my 
>und,  the  longcft  blade  of  grais 
cord;  and  once  accepted,  as  a 
ir's  rent  for  a  field  of  wheat,  an 
taining  more  grains  than  had 
;n  before  upon  a  finglc  ilem. 
jf  my  tenants  {o  much  neglected 
I  intcrell,  as  to  fupply  me,  in  a 
ummer,  with  only  two  horfe- 
id  thole  of  little  more  than  the 
1  (ize;  and  I  was  upon  the  brink 
nz  for  aiTcars,  when  his  good 
threw  a  white  mule  in  his  way, 
ch  he  was  not  only  forgiven  but 
:d. 

e,  however,  were  petty  acquifi- 
uidmade  at  fmall  expencc;  nor 
[  have  ventured  to  rank  myfelf 
the  virtuofi  without  better  clamis. 
iuflfered  nothing  worthy  the  re- 
SI  wife  n)an  to  efcape  my  notice : 
mafacked  the  pld  mil  the  new 


world;  and  been  equally  attentive  topaft 
a^s  and  the  prefont.  For  the  illuftra- 
tion  of  ancient  hillory,  I  can  ftiew  a 
marble,  of  which  the  infcription,  though 
it  is  not  now  l-.*gible,  appears,  from  Ibmc 
broken  remains  of  the  letters,  to  have 
been  Tufcan,  and  therefore  probably 
engraved  before  the  foundation  of  Rome. 
I  have  two  pieces  of  poq>hyry  found 
among  the  ruins  of  Ephefus,  and  tluice 
letters  broken  off  by  a  leanied  traveller 
from  the  monuments  of  Peifepolis;  a 
piece  of  Itone  which  paved  the  iVreopa- 
gus  of  Athens;  and  a  plate,  without 
figures  or  charafters,  which  was  found 
at  Corinth ,  and  which  I  therefore  believe 
to  be  that  metal  which  was  once  valued 
before  gold.  I  have  fand  gathered  out 
of  the  Granicus;  a  fragment  of  Tra- 
jan's bridge  over  the  Danube;  fomc  of 
the  mortar  which  cemented  the  water- 
courfe  of  Tarquin;  a  horfefhoc  broken 
on  the  Flaminian  way;  and  a  turf  with 
five  daifies  dug  from  the  field  of  Phar- 
falia. 

I  do  not  wifli  to  raifc  the  envy  of  un- 
fuccefsful  colleftors,  by  too  pompous  a 
difplay  of  my  fcientifick  wealth;  but 
cannot  forbear  to  obfer\'ie,  that  there  are 
few  regions  of  the  globe  which  lu-e  not 
honoured  with  fome  memorial  in  my  ca- 
binets. The  Perfian  mon.^rchs  are  faid 
to  have  boallcd  the  greatnefs  of  their 
empire,  by  being  fcrved  at  their  tables 
with  drink  from  the  Gan^re s  and  tl'.c  Da- 
nube: I  can  fiitV  one  vial,  of  which  the 
water  was  fonnerly  an  icicle  on  the 
crags  of  Caucafus,  and  smother  that  con- 
tains what  once  was  fnow  on  tiie  top  o{ 
Atlas;  in  a  third  is  dew  bniftied  frc-n  a 
banaiia  in  the  ganiifus  of  Ifpalian;  and, 
in  another,  brine  that  has  rollcil  in  the 
Pacifick  ocean.  1  Hatccr  myfelf  that  I 
am  writing  to  a  man  who  will  rrjoice  at 
the  honour  which  my  bbours  have  pro- 
cured to  my  country;  r.nd  therofoie  I 
Ihall  tell  you  that  Britain  can,  by  my 
care,  boall  of  a  fnnil  that  has  crawled^ 
upon  the  wall  of  China;  a  humming- 
bird which  an  American  princefs  wore 
in  her  ear;  the  tooth  of  an  elephant  who 
carried  the  Queen  of  Siani;  the  Ikin  of 
an  ape  that  was  kept  in  the  palace  of  the 
Great  Mogul;  a  ribbon  that  adonied 
oncof  tlic  maids  of  a  Tuikifli  fultana; 
and  a  fcymitar  once  wielded  by  a  ioUier 
of  Abas  the  Great. 

In  colle6ling"antiquities  of  every  coun  - 
try,  I  have  been  cMc^vAto  cWi^owVjV^^ 
intrinfick  NvgrtVv,  an<i  tc^  ^^vdvAw'tS*, 
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without  regard  to  pam'  or  opinions.  I 
have  therefore  a  lock  of  Croinwcirs  hair 
rn  a  box  t\imed  from  a  piece  of  the 
royal  oak;  and  keep,  in  the  fame  drawers, 
fiind  (craped  from  the  colHn  of  King 
Richard,  and  a  commifllon  figned  by 
Henry  the  Seventh.  I  have  equal  vene- 
ration for  the  ruff  of  Elizabeth,  and  the 
fhoe  of  Mary  of  Scotland;  and  fhould 
lofe,  with  like  repxt,  a  tohicco-pipe  of 
Raleigh,  and  a  ftirrup  of  King  James. 
I  have  paid  the  fame  price  for  a  glove 
of  Lewis,  and  a  thimble  of  Queen  Ma- 
ly ;  for  a  fur  cap  of  the  Czar,  and  a  boot 
ct  Chark-s  of  Sweden. 

You  willeafily  imagine  that  thefc  ac- 
cumulations were  not  made  without 
fomc  diminution  of  my  foitune;  for  I 
v::s  fo  well  known  to  fpare  no  cod,  that 
at  w'lery  fale  fomc  bid  againft  me  for 
liire,  feme  for  fport,  and  fomc  for  ma- 
lice j  and  if  I  aiked  the  price  of  any  thing, 
it  was  fufficient  to  double  the  demand. 
For  cnriofity,  trafficking  thuj  with  ava- 
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rice,  the  wealth  of  India  had  not  Beet 
enough ;  and  I,  by  little  and  little,  tranf- 
ferrcd  all  my  money  from  the  funds*  to 
my  clofet:  here  I  was  inclined  to  ftop, 
and  live  upon  my  cflate  in  literary  lei- 
fure;  but  the  fate  of  the  Harleian  col- 
Ie6lion  (hook  my  refolntion;  I  mortga^-^ 
ed  my  land,  and  purchafed  thirty  me- 
dais,  which  I  could  never  find  before. 
I  have  at  length  bought  till  I  can  hiijr 
no  longer,  and  the  cruelty  of  my  credi- 
tors has  fcized  my  repofitoiy;  I  am  there* 
fore  condemned  to  difpcrfe  what  the  ta* 
hour  of  an  age  will  not  reaifemble.  I 
fubmit  to  tiiat  which  cannot  be  oppofed, 
and  (hail,  in  a  (hort  tincic,  declare  a  fale. 
I  have,  while  it  is  yet  in  my  power,  fcnt 
you  a  pebble,  picked  up  by  Tavcmier 
on  the  banks  of  the  Granges;  '-^r  which 
I  defire  no  other  recompcnce  than  that 
you  will  recommend  my  catalogue  to  die 
publick. 

Quisq^uiLius. 
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WXSI  VTILE  rST   Q^UOD  FACIAS  STULTA  1ST  GLORIA. 
ALL  U8ILXS8  SCIENCE  IS  AN  IMPTY  IOAST» 


Ph.ip* 


THE  publication  of  ilu:  Ittter  in  my 
la(t  paper  has  naturally  kd  me  to 
the  conllderation  of  that  tliiilt  after  cu- 
ri<ifitits,  which  often  draw?  contempt 
and  ridicule  upon  itfclf,  but  v-fhich  is 
perhaps  no  othei^'ifc  bltuncnhle,  than  as 
it  wants  thofe  circumltantial  recommen- 
dations which  aild  luftrt  even  to  moral 
excellencies,  and  arc  ubfolutcly  necefl'aiy 
to  the  gi  Mce  and  beauty  of  indiffcrtnt 
acHonfi. 

Learning  confers  fo  much  fuperiorlty 
on  tliofe  wiro  polTels  it,  that  they  might 
probably  huvt*  cfcaped  all  ccnl'ure  had 
they  been  able  to  agivc  arnong  them- 
fi'lvcs J  but  as  envy  and  competition  have 
divided  tlie  republick  of  letters  into  fic- 
tions^ they  have  neglcfttd  the  common 
intereil ;  each  has  called  in  foreign  aid, 
and  endeavoured  to  ttrengthtn  his  own 
caufe  by  the  frown  of  power,  the  hifs  of 
ignorance,  and  the  clamour  of  popula- 
rity. They  have  all  engaged  in  feuds, 
till  by  mutual  Ipitilitics  they  dcmoliHi- 
ed  thofe  outworks  which  veneration  had 
railird  for  their  fccurity,  and  exjwfcd 
thcmfelvcs  to  barbarians,  by  whom  eve- 
ry region  of  fclence  lb  equally  laid  wafte» 


Between  men  of  different  fhidies  ant! 
profeflTion*;,  may  be  obfcr\'ed  a  conftaiit 
reciprocation  of  reproaches.     The  col- 
It  6\  or  of  (hells  and  ftones  derides  the 
folly  of  him  who  naftes  leaves  and  ffow- 
rrs  upon  paper,  plcafes  Iiimfelf  with  co- 
lour.-, tliat  are  perceptibly  fading,  and 
nmalfes  with  care  what  cannot  be  prt- 
ftrvcd.     The  hunter  of  infefts  (bndf 
ai^uzcd  tliat  any  man  can  wafte  hisAoit 
time  upon  lifelefs  mattei*,  while  many 
trills  of  animals  yet  want  their  hiftory. 
Kvery  one  is  inclined  not  only  to  pro- 
mote his  own  ftudy,  but  to  exclude  all 
others  from  regard;  and  having  heated 
his  imagination  with  fome  favourite  pur- 
i'uit,  wonders  that  ^le  rcil  of  mankind 
arc  not  fcized  with  the  fame  paflion. 

'I'here  arc,  indeed,  many  fubie^s  of 
(ludy  which  leein  but  remotelv  allied  to 
ufeful  knowledge,  and  of  little  import- 
ance to  happinefs  or  virtue ;  nor  is  it  ea^ 
to  ibrbear  lome  fallies  of  merriment,  or 
cxpre(fion»  of  pity,  when  we  fee  a  man 
wrinkled  with  attention,  and  emaciatev! 
with  folicitude,  in  the  inveftigadon  of 
([ucllions,  of  which,  without  vifible  in- 
convenience^ the  world  may  expire  in 
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!.  Ytt  it  1$  dangerous  to  dif- 
rell -intended  labours,  or  inno- 
ofity:  for  he  who  is  empl6yed 
.•s,  which  by  any  deduftion  of 
acrs  tend  to  the  benefit  of  life, 
auduM^  in  comparifon  of  thofe 
d  ihtir  time  in  countera6Une 
>,  and  filling  the  world  with 
nd  danger,  confufion  and  rc- 
No  man  can  perform  fo  little 

0  have  realbn  to  congratulate 
n  his  merits,  when  he  beholds 
tudcs  that  live  in  total  idlenefs, 
:  never  yet  endeavoured  to  be 

npofllblc  to  di^termine  the  limits 
.-)',  or  to  foreiee  what  conle- 

1  new  dilcovcry  may  produce, 
fuffers  not  his  faculties  to  lie 
as  a  chance,  whatever  be  his 
^nt,  of  doing  good  to  his  fcl- 
rKrc*;.  The  man  tliat  firll  rang- 
voods  in  fearch  of  medicinal 
or  climbed  the  mountains  for 
plants,  has  undoubtedly  mcrit- 
stiiude  of  pofterity,  how  much 
s  frequent  mifcanlagcs  mi^ht 
.e  fcorn  of  his  coteinporanes. 
ippears  little  be  univerially  de- 
>thing  greater  can  be  attained, 
at  is  great  was  at  firft  little,  and 
:'s  pi-efent  bulk  by  gradual  ac- 
and  accumulated  labours. 

who  lay  out  time  or  money  in 
ig  matter  £or  contemplation,  arc 
;  entitled  to  fomt  degree  of  rc- 
ough  in  a  flight  of  gaiety  it  be 
dicult  their  treafure,  or  in  a  fit 
nefi  to  defpife  it.  A  man  who 
nJy  on  the  particular  obie6l  be- 
I,  goes  not  away  much  illumi- 

having  enjoyed  the  privilege  of 

tht  tooth  of  a  (bark,  or  the 
white  bear;  yet  there  is  nothing 
rthy  of  admiration  to  a  philofo- 
e,  than  the  (bu^ure  of  animals, 
I  they  arc  qualified  to  fupix>rt 
e  clement*  or  climatt:s  to  which 
appropriated;  and  of  all  natural 
:  mutt  be  generally  confeflcd, 
Y  exhibit  evidences  of  infinite 

hear  their  tellimonyto  the  fu- 
afon,  and  excite  in  the  mind  new 
of  gi-atitude,  and  new  incentives 

ollc^  the  produ6lions  of  art, 
mples  of  mechanical  fcicr»ce  or 
thjlity.  Is  unqtic/^ionably  ufeful, 
n  the  things  themfelves  are  of 
vtaace,  becaufe  it  is  always 


advantageous  to  know  how  far  the  hu» 
man  powers  have  proceeded,  and  how 
much  experience  has  found  to  be  withia 
the  reach  of  diligence.  Idlenefs  and 
timidity  often  dcfpair  witlioutbeing  over- 
.comc,  and  forbear  attempts  for  fear  of 
being  defeated;  and  we  may  promote 
the  mvigoration  of  faint  endeavours^ 
by  (hewing  what  has  been  already  per- 
foi-med.  It  n>ay  ibmetimcs  happen  tliat 
the  gtx^ateft  efroits  of  ingenuity  have 
been  exerted  in  trifles;  yet  me  fame  prin- 
ciples and  expedients  may  be  applied  to 
more  valuable  purpofes,  and  the  move* 
mcnts,  which  put  into  aflion  machines 
of  no  uie  but  to  raife  the  wonder  of  ig- 
norance, may  be  employed  to  draio  fcns^ 
or  manufacture  metals,  to  aiTift  the  ar* 
chitc6l,  or  preferve  the  failor. 

For  the  utcnfils,  arms,  or  drelFes  of 
foreign  nations,  which  make  the  great- 
ell  part  of  many  coli?6lions,  I  have  lit- 
tle rcgai'd  when  they  are  valued  only  be- 
caufe  they  are  foreign,  and  can  fuggcft 
no  improvement  of  our  own  pia£iice« 
Yet  tliey  arc  not  all  eaualiy  ufelefs;  nor 
can  it  be  always  fafcly  determined,  which 
(hould  be  rcjcfted  or  retained:  for  they 
may  fometimes  unexpectedly  contribute 
to  the  illuftration  of  hiftory,  and  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  natural  commodities  of 
the  country,  or  of  the  genius  and  cuf- 
toms  of  it^s  inhabitants. 

Rarities  there  are  of  yet  a  lower  rank» 
which  owe  their  worth  merely  to  acci- 
dent, and  which  can  convey  no  infor- 
mation, nor  fatisfy  any  rational  defire. 
Such  arc  many  fragmtints  of  antiquity, 
as  urns  and  picccj;  of  pavement;  and 
things  held  in  veneration  only  for  hav- 
ing been  once  the  property  of  fonie  emi- 
nent T)erfon,  as  the  annour  of  King 
Henry;  or,  for  having  been  ufed  on 
foine  remarkable  occalion,  as  the  lan- 
tern of  Guy  Faux.  The  lofs  or  pre- 
fervation  of  ilielc  fecms  to  be  a  thing 
indifTcrent;  nor  can  I  perceive  why  the 
poficfiion  <W  thtm  (liould  be  covetc<l. 
Vet,  pel  haps,  even  this  curiofiry  is  im- 
planted by  nature:  and  when  1  find 
Tuily  confulTrng  of  himfclf,  that  he 
could  not  ff»rbcar,  at  Athens,  to  vint  the 
walks  and  houfes  which  the  old  philoib- 
phers  had  frequented  or  inhabited,  and 
recolle£l  the  reverence  which  every  na- 
tion, civil  and  barbaious,  has  paitl^  to 
the  ground  wWvt  \i\ev'\V\v3L%V«t\\\iw\«i^> 
I  am  afraid  to  dccUrc  ^^vtv^  ^Vt  'SP^t- 
lal  voice  of  manWmA,  ;it\(V  wt\  \v\c\\v^^^ 
to  believe,  ib-Al  vV\\s  tca^kv^.  vAvxtV-^^ 
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involuntarily  pay  to  the  meaneft  relique 
«f  aman^r^tand  illuftrious,  is  intend- 
ed as  an  incitement  to  labour,,  and  an 
cnoounflcment  to  expe^  the  ifame  re- 
Jiown,  if  it  be  fought  by  the  fame  virtues. 
The  yirtuofo,  therefore,  cannot  be 
laid  to  be  wholly  ufelefs;  butjperhaps  he 
may  be.  fometimes  culpable  for  confin- 
ing himfelf  to  buiinefs  below  his  genius, 
warn  lofingy  in  petty  fpeculations,  thoie 
hours  by  which,  if  he  had  fpent  them  in 
nidbler  fhidies,  he  might  have  given  new 
light  to  the  intelle^ual  world.  It  is 
never  without  grie^  that  I  find  a  man 
capably  of  ratiocination  or  invention  en- 
liftin^  himfelf  in  this  fecondary  dafs  of 
leiming)  for  when  he  has  once  difco- 
vered  a  method  of  gratifying  his  defire 
of  enuQcnce  by  expence  rather  than  bv 
labour,  and  known  the  fweets  of  a  life 
bleft  at  onoe  with  the  eafe  of  idlcnefs 
and  the  reputation  of  knowledge,  he  will 
not  eafily  be  brought  to  undergo  again 
the  toil  of  thinking,  or  leave  his  toys 
^pd  trinkets  for  ar^ments  and  prin- 
ciples, arguments  which  require  circum- 
rpeE^ion  and  vigilance,  and  principles 
which  cannot  be  obtained  but  bv  the 
drudgery  of  meditation.  He  will  gladly 
ihut  himielf  up  forever  with  his  (hells 
md  medals^   tike  the  companions  of 


Ulyflcs,  who  having  tafre 
Lotos,  would  not,  even  b 
feeing  their  own  country 
again  to  the  dingers  of  di 


-Whofo  taftes 


Infatiate  riots  in  the  fweet  re 
Nor  other  home  nor  other  cai 
But  quits  his  houfe,  his  coi 
friends. 

Collef^ions  of  this  kind 
the  learned,  as  heaps  of  fl 
of  timber  are  neceiiary  to 
But  to  dig  the  quarry,  or 
field,  requires  not  much  < 
ty,  bevond  fhibbom  perfe 
thougn^genius  muft  often 
without  this  humble  aifift: 
can  claim  little  praife,  1 
man  can  afford  it. 

To  mean  underflanding 
ent  honour  to  be  number© 
lowefl  labourers  of  leamin 
ent  abilities  muft  find  di 
To  hew  ftone,  would  have 
thy  of  Palladio^  and  to  ha 
fearch  of  fhells  and  flower 
fuited  with  the  capacity  of 


l^'LXXXIV.    SATURDAY,   JANUARY. 

.CVMAaVM  FVtaAS  MOTOa,  CHARXDIME,  MCARUM, 
ET  rUKIlI  CVST08,  ASSIDUUSQJUE  COMES. 

JAM  MIHX  MICaiSCUNT  T0N8A  SUDARXA  BARBA,— — 

SED   TIBIVON  CtEVi:   TE  VOSTEIk  VILLICUS  HORRET: 
TE  Q1S7ENSATPR,    TE  DOMUS  IPSA  PAVET. 

COBBXrXS,  OBSEEVAS,  QUBRERIS,    SUSPfRIA  HUCIS, 
IT  VIE  A  riaULIS  ABSTINET  ItA  MANUM. 

Mart. 
Ton  rock*q  my  cbai^le,  were  my  guide 

IN  YOVTH*  STILI.  TEMOXNG  AT  MY  SIDEt 

SVT  NOW,  OEAE  SIR,  MY  BEARD  IS  CROWN| 

STILL  I*M  A  CHILD  TO  THEE  ALONE. 
^bvR  STEWARD,  BV7LER,  COOK,  AND  ALL, 
*TOU  TEXGHT;   NAY,  E'EN  the  VERT  WALL  I 
'  YOV  VRY,  AND  FBOWN,  AND  GROWL,  AND  CHXDE| 

ANJR  SCARCE  WILt.  LAY  THE  ROD  ASIDE. 

F.  Lewis. 

*.  by  your  decifion  to  be  fet  fie 

TO  THE  KA1IBLBR«               ,  fi>nable  refbraints,  and  en 

*i^t  tify  myfelf  againfl  ^eaccu 

VP  U  (eem  in  all  youcpapecs  to  be  an  fpite  and  peevifhnefs  produi 

enemy  to  tyruiQy»  and  to  look  At  the  age  of  five  years  1 

mithsmpartkUty  opontlie world:  I  (hall  ther^  and  my  father  not  be 
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ed  mc  to  the  care  of  his  fifter, 
rruftcd  mc  with  the  authonty, 

to  deny  her  wliat  ihe  may  iuftly 
irith  the  afte6lion  of  a  parent, 
not  very  elevated  fcntimcnts  or 
r  views,  but  her  principles  were 
,nd  her  intentions  pure;  and 
bmc  may  praflife  more  virtues, 
jy  commit  fewer  faults, 
•this  good  lady  I  learned  all 
jion  rules  of  decent  behaviour, 
ling  maxims  of  domcftick  pru- 
nd  might  have  cjrown  up  by  de- 
a  country  gentlewoman,  with- 
thoughts  ot  ranging  bcj'ond  the 
irhood,  had  not  Flavia  come 
laft  fummer,  to  vifit  her  rela- 
the  next  village,  I  was  taken, 
b,  to  compliment  the  ftrangcr; 
,  at  the  fir  ft  fight,  furprifcd  at 
ncem  with  which  (he  iaw  hcr- 
1  at  by  company  whom  (lie  had 
own  before;  at  the  careleiTnefs 
ich  flie  received  compliments, 

readincfs  with  which  (he  rc- 
hcm.  I  found  (he  had  fome- 
lich  I  perceived  myfelf  to  want, 
d  not  but  wifli  to  be  like  her, 
nfy  and  o(Hcious,  attentive  and 
raffeti.  I  went  home,  and  for 
s  could  think  and  talk  of  no- 
t  Mifs  Flavia;  though  my  aunt 

that  (he  was  a  forward  flirt, 
eht  hcrfelf  wife  before  her  time, 
little  time  (he  repaid  my  vifit, 
rd  in  my  heart  a  new  uonfufion 
nd  admiration.  I  foonfaw  her 
nd  ft  ill  found   new  charms  in 

converfation,  and  behaviour. 
0  have  perhaps  feen  the  world, 
e  obferved,  that  formality  foon 
:tweeii  young  perfons.     I  know 

others  are  affefted  on  fuch  oc- 
but  I  found  myfelf  irrefiftibly 
o  friend(hip  and  intimacy,  by 
liar  complaifance  and  airy  gaiety 
15  fo  that  in  a  few  weeks  1  be- 
■  favourite,  and  all  the  time  was 
ith  mc  that  (lie  could  gain  from 
^  and  vifit. 

!  came  often  to  mc,  (lie  ne%t:(ra- 
:  fome  hours  willi  my  aunt,  to 
ic  paid  great  refpeft,  by  low 
I,  lubmifTivc  compliance,  and 
iefcence;  but  ks  I  became  gradu- 
5  acc\4ftomcdto  her  manners,  I 
d  that  her  civility  was  gt-neral; 
ewas  a  certain  degree  of  dcfc- 
X7I  by  her  to  clrcumitanccs  and 
vsj  that  many  went  away  flat- 


tered  by  her  humility,  whom  (he  dc- 
(bifcd  in  her  heart;  that  the  influence  of 
far  the  greatcft  part  of  thofe  with  whoni 
(he  converfed  ccafed  with  their  prcfence; 
and  that  fometimes  (he  did  not  remember 
the  naines  of  them  whom,  v^rithout  any 
intentional  infincerity  or  falfc  commen- 
dation, her  habitual  civilit}'  had  fent 
away  with  very  high  thoughts  of  their 
own  importance. 

It  was  not  long  before  I  perceived, 
that  my  aunt's  opmion  was  not  of  much 
weight  in  Flavians  deliberations,  and 
that  (he  was  looked  upon  by  her  as  a 
woman  of  narrow  fentiments,  without 
knowledge  of  books,  or  obfervations  on 
mankind.  I  had  hitherto  confidered  my 
aunt  as  entitled  by  her  wifdom  and  ex- 
perience to  the  higheft  re\'erenccj  ami 
could  not  forbear  to  wonder  that  any 
one  fo  much  younger  (hould  venture  to 
fufpefl  her  of  error,  or  ignorance :  but 
my  furprife  was  without  uneafinefs;  and 
being  now  accuftomed  to  think  Flavia  al- 
ways in  the  right,  I  readily  learned  from 
hertotruftmy  own  reafon,  and  to  believe 
it  pofllible,  that  they  who  had  lived  longer 
might  be  miftaken. 

Flavia  had  read  much,  and  ufed  fo 
often  to  convcrfe  on  lubje6fs  of  learning, 
that  flie  put  all  the  men  in  the  county 
to  flight,  except  the  okl  parfcn,  who  de- 
claretl  himfelt  much  delighted  with  her 
company,  becaufe  flic  gave  him  ojmor- 
tunities  to  recollect  the  Ihidies  of^  his 
younger  years;  and  by  fome  mention  of 
ancient  ftory,  had  made  him  nib  the 
duft  ofl*  his  Homer,  which  had  lain  un- 
regarded in  his  clofet.  With  Homer, 
and  a  thoufand  other  names  familiar  to 
Flavia,  I  had  no  acquaintance ;  but  be- 
gan, by  comparing  her  accompli fliments 
with  my  own,  to  repine  at  my  education, 
and  wi(h  that  I  had  not  been  fo  long 
confined  to  the  company  of  thofe  from 
whom  nothing  but  houfewifci-y  was  to 
be  learned.  I  then  fet  myfelf  to  peru(e 
fuch  books  as  Flavia  recommended,  and 
heard  her  opinion  of  their  beauties  and 
defeats.  I  law  new  worlds  hourly  burft- 
ing  upon  my  mind,  and  was  cm-aptured 
at  the  profpecV  of  diverfifying  life  with 
ftndlefs  entertainment. 

The  old  lady  flnding'that  a  large  fcrccn, 
which  I  had  undertaken  to  adorn  with 
turkey-work  againft  winter,  made  very 
flow  advances,  and  that  I  had  added  in 
two  months  but  three  leaves  to  a.fto'<Nct<ivl 
apron  then  in  t\\c  ^ntme,  \ooV  \>wf9\arrev, 
and  with  ail  the  ze^  oi  Vko\vt^  ^qV^^  ^-- 
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claimed  ajrainft  my  new  acquaintance, 
who  had  ^iled  me  with  idle  notions,  and 
fumed  mv  head  with  books.  But  fhe 
Lad  oovr  toft  her  authority,  for  I  began 
to  find  innumerable  miftakes  inheropi- 
nion«9  and  improprietiet  in  her  lan- 
guage j  and  therefore  thought  myfelf 
no  longer  bound  to  pay  imich  regard  to 
one  who  knew  little  beyond  her  needle 
and' her  dairy;  and  who  profefled  to 
tiiink  that  nothing  more  is  required  of 
a  woman,  than  to  fee  that  the  houfe  it 
clean,  and  that  the  maids  go  to  bed  and 
rife  at  a  certain  hour. 

She  feemed,  however,  to  look  upon 
Flavia  as  feducim^  me,  and  to  imagine 
^t  when  her  infraence  was'withdrawn, 
I  ihottld  return  to  my  allegiance  i  (he 
Aferefore  contented  limlf  with  remote 
llintt,  and  gentle  admonitions,  inter. 
inoKdwith  lage  hiftories  of  the  mifcar- 
najget  of  wit,  and  difappointments  of 
pride.  But  Ance  ihe  has  found,  that 
though  Flavia  is  departed,  I  ftilLperiid 
in  my  new  fcheme,  flie  hat  at  length  loft 
to oatience,  (he  fnatches  my  book  out  of 
tnef  liand,  tears  my  paper  if  ihe  finds  me 
writing,  bums  Flavui''s  letters  before 
my  face  when  fhe  can  feize  them,  and 
tiuvatens  to  lock  me  up^  and  to  complain 
to  my  father  of  nay  perverfenefs.    *  If 

*  women,*  ihe  fays,  *  would  but  know 
'  their  duty  and  their  intereft,  they  would 
'  be  careful  to  acquaint  themfelves  with 

*  &mily  afTairfl,  and  many  a  pcnnv  might 

*  be  (aved ;  for  while  die  miftreis  of  the 
'  bouie,  IS  icribbling  and  reading,  (er- 

*  vants  are  junketing,  and  linen  is  wear- 

*  iag  out/  She  then .  takes  me  round 
Ae  rooms,  fiiews  me  the  worked  ban?* 
ingSy  and  chairs  of  tent*ftitch,  and  a£s 
wnedier  all  this  was  done  with  a  pen 
and  a  book. 

I  cannot  deny,  that  I  fometimes  laugh, 
«nd  Sometimes  am  fullen ;  but  (he  has 
not  delicacy  enou^  to  be  much  moved 
eidier  with  my  mirth  or  my  gloom,  if 
Ihe.  did  not  diink  the  intcteft  of  the  fa- 
mily endangered  by  this  dumge  of  my 
manners.  She  had  for  fome  years  marked 
out  youni;  Mr.  Surly,  an  heir  in  the 
neighbourhood,  remarkable  for  his  love 
of  fichting-cocks, .  a$  an  advantageous 
inatch}  and  was  extmndj  plcaied  with 
^  civilities  which  he  u(ed  to  pay  me» 
till  under  Flavians  tuition  I  levned  t^ 
talk  of  rubje6ls  which  he  could  not  un-> 
dfiiOvdf     *  Tti^i  ihe  layB|  <  it  ths 
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*  confcquence  of  female 

*  grow  too  wife  to  be  advi 

*  ftubborn  to  be  command 
is  refolved  to  try  who  (hall 
will  thwart  my  humour  ti 
my  fpirit. 

Thefe  menaces,  Mr*  Rai 
times  make  me  quite  angrj 
been  fixteen  thefc  ten  week 
myiclf  exempted  from  the 
a  govemefs,  who  has  no  p 
more  fenfe  or  knowledge 
t  am  refolved,  fince  I  am  : 
wife  as  other  women,  to  t 
treated  like  a  girl.  Mifs  Fla 
told  me,  that  ladies  of  n 
aiiemblies  and  routes,  with 
thers  and  their  aunts;  I  (h 
from  this  time,  leave  afldnj 
refufe  to  give  accounts, 
would  ftate  the  time  at  ^ 
ladies  may  judge  for  themf 
I  am  fure  you  cannot  but 
to  begin  before  fixteen  5  if 
clined  to  delay  it  longer, 
very  little  regard  to  your  < 

My  aunt  often  tells  me  c 
tages  of  experience,  and  of 
due  to  fenierity ;  and  both 
the  antiquated  part  of  the 
of  the  tlnreferved  obedienc 
paid  to  the  commands  of  1 
and  the  undoubting  con 
which  they  liftened  to  their 
the  terrors  which  they  fU 
and  die  humility  with  wfaii 
plicated  forgivencfs  whenc 
oftiended.  I  cannot  but  fa 
boaft  is  too^general  to  be  t 
the  young  and  (he  old  wc 
variance.  I  have,  howev 
aunt,  that  I  will  mend  wha 
prove  to  be  wronfi: ;  but  (h« 
ihe  has  reafons  ot  her  own 
is  forry  to  live  in  an  agewl 
the  impudence  to  a(k  for  pi 

I  beg  once  again,  Mr. 
know  whether  I  am  not  as 
aunt;  and  whether,  when 
to  check  me  as  a  baby,  I  n 
up  a  fpirit,  and  return  her 
(hall  not  proceed  to  extren 
your  advice,  which  is  thi 
gently  expe^ed  by 

I 

p.  S.  Remember  I  am ; 
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©TIA   SI  TOLLAS  PERltRE   CUPIDINXS     ARCUS 

CONTKMPTiEqjL*£    JACENT,   ET  SINS  LVQS.  FACES. 

AT  BUSY   HEARTS   IN   VAIN    LOVe's   ARROWS  FLYJ 
DIM,    SCORN'd,    and  impotent,    HIS   TORCHES    LIE, 


OviD« 


INY' writers  of  eminence  in 
phyHck  have  laid  out  their  di- 
upon  the  confidcration  of  thofe 
ers  to  which  men  are  expo  fed  by 
ar  itates  of  life  j  and  very  learned 
.  have  been  produced  upon  the 
s  of  the  camp,  the  fea,  and  the 
There  are,  indeed,  fewemploy- 
^ich  t  man  accu Homed  to  ana- 
enquiries,  and  medical  refine- 
would  not  find  reafons  for  de- 
as  dangerous  to  health,  did  not 
ling  or  experience  infoim  him, 
K)ll  every  occupation,  however 
nicnt  or  formidable,  is  happier 
rr  than  a  life  of  fioth. 
ncceflSty  of  action  is  not  only  d«- 
Me  from  the  fabrick.  of  the  body, 
lent  from  obfcn'ation  of  the  uni- 
raftice  of  mankind}  who  for  the 
tion  of  health  in  thofe  whofc 
wealth  exempts  them  from  the 
r  of  lucrative  labour,  have  in- 
Tports  and  diverfions,  though  not 
11  ufe  to  the  world  with  minual 
yet  of  equal  fatigue  to  thofe  that 
them,  and  differine-  only  from 
Igery  of  the  hu(bandinan  or  ma- 
i^r,  as  they  arc  a6ls  of  choice, 
crefore  performed  without  the 
fcnfe  of  compulfion.  The  huntf- 
rsearly,  purlucs  his  game  through 
langers  and  obftin^ions  of  the 
fwims  rivers,  and  fcales  precipi- 
he  returns  home  no  lefs  haraUed 
*  ibklier,  and  has  perhaps  fome- 
curred  as  great  hazard  of  wounds 
I:  yet  he  has  no  motive  to  incite 
3iir;  he  is  neither  fubjeft  to  the 
ids  of  a  general,  noi  dreads  any 
»  for  ncgleft  and  difobediencej 
teithtr  profit  nor  honour  to  expeft 
s  perils  and  his  conquefts,  but 
tthout  the  hope  of  mural  or  ci- 
rlajidsy  and  mud  content  himfelf 
e  praife  of  his  tenaixts  aud  com- 
I. 

fucH-  IS  the  con flitu tion  of  man, 
MNir  may  be  llyled  it's  own  re- 
Qor  will  viy  cxt^msd  intitcmenis 


be  requifite,  if  it  he  confidered  hofi^ 
much  happinefs  is  gained,  and  how  much 
miltry  elcaped,  by  frequent  and  violent 
agitation  of  the  body. 

Eafe  is  the  utmoft  that  can  be  hoped 
from  a  fedentary  and  unaftive  habit; 
eafe,  a  neutral  ftate  between  pain  and 
pleafare.  The  dance  of  fpirits,  the 
bound  of  vigour,  readinefs  of  enter- 
prize,  and  defiance  of  fatigue,  are  re- 
fei-ved  for  him  that  braces  his  nerves, 
and  hai'dcns  his  fibres,  tha.t  keeps  his 
limbs  pliant  with  motion,  and  by  fre- 
quent expolu re  fortifies  his  frame  againit 
the  common  accidents  of  cold  and  heat* 

With  eafe,  however,  if  it  could  be 
fccured,  many  would  be  content;  but 
nothing  terreftrial  can  be  kept  at  a  ftand. 
Eafe,  if  it  is  not  rifing  Into  plcafure,  wilt 
be  falling  towards  painj  and  whatever 
hope  the  dreams  of  {peculation  may  liig- 
geft  of  obferving  the  proportion  between: 
nutriment  and  labour,  and  keeping  the 
body  in  a  healthy  ftatc  by  fuppHes  cxaft- 
ly  equal  to  it's  wafle,  we  know  that^ 
in  effeft,  tlic  vital  powers,  uncxcitcd  by 
motion,  gfiow  gradually  languid;  that 
as  their  vigour  fails,  obftiiiitions  arc 
generated;  and  that  from  obih^ftions. 
proceed  moll  of  thofe  pains  which  wear 
us  away  flowly  with  periodical  tortures^ 
antl  which,  though  tney  fometimes  fuf-  . 
fer  life  to  be  long,  condemn  it  to  be  ule- 
lefs,  chain  us  down  to  the  couch  of 
mifery,  and  mock  us  with  the  hopc«  of 
death. 

Exercife  cannot  fecurc  us  from  that, 
difiolution  to  which  we  aic  decreed;  but- 
while  the  foul  and  body  continue  unit~ 
ed,  it  can  make  the  ailbciation  plcafing, 
and  give  probaUe  h(n)es  that  they  fhalt 
be  disjoined  by  an  eafy  feparation.  It 
was  a  principle  among  tljc  ancients,  that 
acute  difcalcs  are  from  Heaven,  and 
chronical  from  ourfelves^  the  dart  of 
death  indeed  falls  from  Heaven ,  but  we 
poilbn  it  by  our  own  mifcondu^l;  to  die. 
IS  the  fate  of  man,  but  to  die  with  lin- 
gering ai\guifli  is  geotrally  his  fally. 

It  i)»  QccclTaiY  W  t)tux  ^vlc^ottw  ^"^ 


igi 


which  our  prefent  llatc  is  capable,  that 
the  iTiind  LUid  body  fhould  both  be  kept 
in  allien;  that  neither  the  faculties  of 
the  one  nor  of  the  other  be  fufFered  to 
grow  lax  or  torpid  for  want  of  ufe;  that 
neither  health  be  pufchafed  by  voluntary 
fubmiflion  to  ignorance,  nor  knowledge 
cultivated  at  the  expence  of  that  health 
which  muft  enable  it  either  to  give  plea- 
fure  to  it's  poffefror,  or  afliftance  to 
others .  It  is  too  frequently  the  pride  of 
ftudents  to  defpife  thole  amnlemcnts 
and  recreations  which  give  to  the  reft  of 
mankind  ftrength  of  limbs  and  cheer- 
fiilnefs  of  heart.  Solitude  and  con- 
templation are  indeed  fcldom  confident 
with  fuch  (kill  in  common  exercifesor 
ii>orts  as  is  neceflfary  to  make  them  prac- 
tifed  with  delight^  and  no  man  is  wil- 
ling to  do  that  of  which  the  neceffity  is 
not  prefling  and  immediate,  when  he 
knows  that  his  aukwardnefs  muft  make 
him  ridiculous. 

Ludere  aui  nefctt,  camptfirihui  abfinet  arm'is, 
IndoBuJque  Pilat  Dijci've,  Trocb'we  quifcit, 
^ifpiffa  rijum  tcllant  Impun}  Corona, 

HOR. 

He  that's  unfkilful  will  not  tofs  a  ball, 
Nor  tun,  nor  wreftle,  for  he  fears  the  fall  5 
He  juftly  fears  to  meet  dcfcrv'd  difgrace, 
And  that  the  ring  will  hifs  the  baffled  afs. 

CrE£CH. 

Thus  the  man  of  learning  is  often  re- 
figned,  almoft  by  his  own  confent,  to 
languor  and  pain;  and  while  in  the 
profecution  of  his  ftudics  he  fuffers  the 
wearinefs  of  labour,  is  fubjcx'fl  by  his 
courfe  of  life  to  the  maladies  of  idlcnefs. 

It  was,  perhaps,  from  the  obfeiTation 
of  this  mifchievous  omiflion  in  thofc  who 
are  employed  about  intclleftual  objefts, 
that  Locke  has,  in  his  Syftem  of 
Education,  urged  the  ncceHityof  a  trade 
to  men  of  all  ranks  and  profeflions,  that 
when  the  mind  is  weary  with  it's  pro- 
per talk,  it  may  be  relaxed  by  a  (lighter 
attention  to  fome  mechanical  operation  j 
and  that  while  the  yital  funftions  are  re- 
fufcitated  and  awakened  by  vigoious 
motion,  the  underftanding  may  be  re- 
ftninedfrom  that  vagrance  and  diflipa- 
tion  by  which  it  relieves  itfelf  after  a 
long  intenfcnefs  of  thought,  unlefs  fome 
allurement  be  preicnted  that  may  engage 
application  without  anxict)'. 

There  is  fo  little  reafon  for  expelling 
frequent  conformity  to  Locke's  precept, 
tb9t  it  is  not  neccffxtj  to  enquire  wU^Uvsv 
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the  praftice  of  mechanical  ar 
not  give  occafion  to  petty  emulai 
degenerate  ambition;  and  wh 
our  divines  and  phyiicians  wei 
the  lathe  and  the  chizzel,  the; 
not  think  more  of  their  tools  t 
bo6ks ;  as  Nero  negle6led  the 
his  empire  for  his  chariot  and  h 
It  is  certainly  dangerous  to  be  t 
pleafed  with  little  things^  bu 
there  which  may  not  be  pcrver 
us  remember  how  much  worfe 
mcnt  might  have  been  found 
hours  which  a  manual  occupa 
pears  to  engrofsj  let  us  com 
profit  with  the  lofs;  and  when  % 
now  often  a  genius  is  allured  : 
ftudies,  confider  likewife^that 
by  the  fame  atti-aftions  he  is  f< 
withheld  from  debauchery,  or 
from  malice,  from  ambitiony  fn 
and  fromluft. 

I  have  always  admired  the  v, 
thofe  by  whom  our  female  educ 
inftitutedj  for  having  contri:^ 
every  woman,  of  whatever  c* 
fhould  be  taught  fome  arts  of  r 
ture,  by  which  the  vacuities  c 
and  domeftick  leifuie  maybe 
Thefe  arts  aie  more  neceflar 
weaknefs  of  their  fex  and  thi 
fyftem  of  life  debar  ladies  fn 
employjnents  which,  by  diverfi 
circumftances  of  men,  prefer 
from  being  cankere<l  by  the  nil 
own  thoughts.  I  know  not  h 
of  the  virtue  and  happinefs  of  1 
may  be  the  confequcnce  of  this 
regulation.  Perhaps,  the  mo 
fuT  fancy  might  be  unable  to  i 
confufion  and  (laughter  that  ' 
produced  by  fo  many  piercing 
vivid  underftandings,  turned 
once  upon  mankind,  with 
bufmefs  than  to  fparkle  and  in 
perplex  and  todeftroy. 

For  my  part,  whenever  chan 
within  my  obfervation  a  knot 
bufy  at  their  needles,  I  con(idi 
as  in  the  fchool  of  virtue;  and 
have  no  extraordinary  (kill  in  pi 
or  embroidery,  look  upon  mc 
tions  with  as  much  fatisfa6lioi 
govemefs,  becaufe  I  regard 
providing  a  fecurlty  againft 
dangerous  enfnarers  of  the  (bu 
abling  themfelves  to  exclude 
from  their  folitary  moments, 
idlenels  her  attendant  train  of 
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rrt.  Ovid  and  Cervantes  will 
hein  that  Love  has  no  power  but 
fe  whom  he  catches  unemployed; 
•lor,  in  the  Iliad,  when  he  fees 
lache  overwhelmed  with  terrors, 
r  for  confolation  to  the  loom  and 

xrtain  that  any  wild  wifh  or  vain 
tion  never  takes  fuch  finn  pof- 
f  the  mind,  as  wlien  it  is  found 
nd  unoccupied.  Thcoldpcri- 
princjple,  that  Nature,  abhors  a 
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'vacuum,  may  be  properly  applied  to  the 
intelleft,  which  will  embrace  any  thing, 
however  abfurd  or  criminal,  rather  than 
be  wholly  without  an  objeft.  Perhaps 
every  man  may  date  the  predominance  ' 
of  thofe  defires  that  diihirb  his  life  and 
contaminate  his  confcience,  from  fome 
unhappy  hour  when  too  much  lei- 
fure  expofed  him  to  their  incuHions ;  for 
he  has  lived  with  little  obfervation  either 
on  himfclf  or  others,  who  does  not  know 
that  to  be  idle  is  to  be  vicious. 
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LZGITlMUMqUK  SONVM  DIGITXf  CALLEMUS  ST  AUKS. 


Hot. 


BY  riNGSRS,  on  BY  EAR,    WE  Y4VMBSRS  SCAN. 


Elfbinstok. 


2  of  the  ancients  has  obfcrvcd, 
lat  the  burthen  of  government  is 
d  upon  princes  by  the  virtues  of 
mediate  prcdcccHors.  It  is,  in- 
Iways  dangerous  to  he  placed  in 
f  unavoidable  comparifon  with 
ce,  and  the  danger  is  llillgreat- 
,  that  excellence  is  confccratedby 
when  envy  and  intereft  ceafe  to 
inft  itj  and  thof:  paflions  bv 
:  was  at  iirft  vilified  andoppofecl, 
nd  in  it's  defence,  and  turn  their 
ice  again'l  hone  It  emulation, 
lat  fucceeds  a  celebrated  writer, 
Qune  difHculrics  to  encounter;  he 
indcr  the  (hade  of  exalted  merit, 
.ndercd  from  rifing  to  his  natural 

by  the  interception  of  thole 
which  (hould  jnvigoratc  and 
him.  He  applies  to  that  atten- 
ich  is  already  engaged,  and  un- 
to be  drawn  off  from  certain  fU- 
n;  or  perhips  to  an  attention 
wearie.H,  and  not  to  be  recalled  to 
.» objcft. 
of  the   old  poets  congratulates 

that  he  has  the  untroildcn 
of  ParnafTus  before  him,  and 
garland  will  be  gathered  from 
>ns  which  no    writer  had   yet 

But  the  imitator  treads  a  b«.at- 
k,  and  with  all  his  diligence 
f  hope  to  find  a  few  flowers  or 
■*  untouched  by  his  prcdcccflbr, 
ti  of  conti'mpt,  or  the  omilfions 
igincc.     The  Macedonian  con- 

when  he  was  once  invited  to 
lan  that  funi^  likea  aightingnlc, 
with  cMicjijpt,   that  he  hdd 


heard  the  nightingale  hcrfelf;  and  th* 
fame  treatment  mult  every  man  expc6l 
whofc  praife  is  that  he  imitates  another. 

Yet,  in  the  mid  ft  of  thefe  difcourag- 
ing  reflexions,  I  am  about  to  offer  to 
my  reader  feme  obfervations  upon  Para* 
dife  Loft;  and  ho|ie  that,  however  I  may 
fall  below  the  illurtrious  writer  who  has 
fo  long  dictated  to  the  commonwealth  of 
learning,  my  attempt  may  not  be  wholly 
.ufclefs.  There  arc,  in  every  aje,  new 
errors  to  be  rectified,  and  ncw  prc;udiccs 
to  be  oppofed.  Fallc  tafte  is  always  bufy 
to  miflead  thofe  tliat  are  entering  upon 
the  regions  of  learning;  and  the  traveller, 
uncertain  of  his  way,  and  forfaken  by 
the  fun,  will  be  plcafed  to  fee  a  fainter 
orb  arife  on  the  horizon,  that  may  refcue 
him  from  total  darknefs,  though  with 
weak  and  borrowed  luftre. 

Addilbn,  though  he  has  confidercd 
this  poem  under  moft  of  the  general  to- 
picks  of  criticifin,  has  barely  touched 
upon  the  verfification;  not  probably  be- 
caufe  he  thour;ht  the  art  of  numbers  un- 
worthy of  his  notice,  for  he  knew  with 
how  minute  attention  the  anci«.'ntcriticks 
conlidcred  the  difpofition  of  fyllables, 
and  had  himfclf  given  hopes  of  fome 
Vnetiical  obrci-vationi  upn  the  great 
Roman  poet;  but  being  the  iirft  who 
undertook  to  diu>lay  the  beauties,  and 
point  out  the  defers  of  Milton,  he  had 
many  obiedts  at  once  before  him,  and 
pafted  willingly  over  thofe  which  were 
moft  barren  of  ideas,  and  required  la- 
bour, rather  than  genius. 

Yet  vcrfiftca^on>  ot  \^c  w\.  o^  xwi- 
du  luting  his  numbers  ^  \%  viv^^v^^ti^A^ 
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ncccffary  to  a  poet.  Every  other  pow- 
er by  which  the  underllandin^  is  en- 
lightened, or  the  imagination  enchant- 
ed, may  be  exercifed  in  profe.  Biit  the 
poet  has  this  peculiar  fuperioi'ity,  that  to 
all  the  powers  which  the  perfe^on  of 
every 'other  compofition  can  require,  he 
adds  the  faculty  of  joining  mufick  with 
reafon,  and  of  a£ling  at  once  upon  the 
fenfcsand  thepafiions.  I  fuppofe  there 
are  few  who  do  not  feel  thcmfelves 
touched  by  poetical  melody;  and  who 
will  not  confefs  that  they  are  more  or  lefs 
moved  by  the  fame  thoughts,  as  they  are 
conveyed  by  different  founds,  and  more 
affe6led  by  the  fame  words  in  one  order 
than  in  another.  The  perception  of 
harmony  is  indeed  conferred  upon  men 
in  degrees  very  unequal,  but  there  ai*e 
none  who  do  not  perceive  it,  or  to  whom 
a  regular  feries  ot  proportionate  founds 
cannot  give  delight. 

In  treating  on  the  verfification  of  Mil- 
ton I  am  demous  to  be  generally  under- 
ftood,  and  fliall  therefore  ihulioully  de- 
cline tliediale^l  of  grammarians;  ihough, 
indeed,  it  isalwa\'s  difficult,  andfomc- 
times  fcarcely  poffiblc,  lo  deliver  the  pre- 
cepts of  an  art,  without  the  tcnns  by 
which  tlie  peculiar  ideas  of  that  ail  are 
ex4)iie(red,  and  which  had  not  been  in- 
vented but  becaufe  the  language  already 
in  ufe  was  infutHcient.  If  then-fore  I 
fliall  fometimcs  fecm  obuure,  may  be 
imputed  to  this  voluntary  interdiction, 
and  to  a  defire  of  avoid:  r.g  that  olfence 
which  is  always  given  by  unufual 
words. 

I'heheroick  mcafure  of  the  Englifh 
language  may  be  properly  confidcred  as 
pure  or  mixed.  It  is  pure  when  the 
accent  reils  upon  every  iecuud  fyllable 
through  the  whole  line. 

Couragr  uncertain  dangers  may  abate, 
But  who  can  bear  ch*  approach  ot'ccr  tain  fate  ? 
Dryden* 

Here  love  his  golden  fhafts  employs,  here 
lights 
Hit  conffant  iJunp,  and  waves  bia  piirple 

wings. 
Reigns  here,  and  rcvelsj  not  in  the  bought 

fmile 
Of  harlots,  loveiefs,  joylcfs,  uo^ndearM. 

Milton. 

The  accent  may  be  obferved,  in  the  fe- 
cond  line  of  Dryden,  and  the  iecond 
and  foiith  of  Miltoni  to  rcpole  upon 
ever  J  dxuad  fylhhlc 


The  repetition  of  this  found  orpcimf- 
fion  at  equal  times,  is  the  mott  com- 
plete harmony  of  which  a  fingle  vcrfe  ii 
capable,  and  Ihould  therefore  be  exa£l« 
ly  kept  in  diftiches,  and  generally  in  the  | 
laft  Imc  of  a  paragraph,  that  the  ear 
may  reft  without  any  ten^  of  imperftc- 
tion. 

But,  to  preferve  the  feries  of  founds 
untranfpofed  in  a  long  compofition,  is 
not  only  very  difficult,  but  tirefomeand. 
difgufting;  tor  we  are  foon  wearied  with 
the  perpetual  recurrence  of  the  fame 
cadence.  Neceffity  has  tlierefone  enforc- 
ed the  mixed  mcafure,  in  vfhich  fome 
variation  of  the  accents  is  alMwed;  this,- 
though  it  alwavs  injures  the  harmony  of 
the  line  confidcred  by  itfclf,  yet  conn- 
pen  fates  the  lofs  by  relieving  us  fixnn 
the  continual  tyranny  of  the  fame  found, 
and  makes  us  more  fenfible  of  the  har- 
mony of  the  pure  meafure. 

Of  thefe  mixed  numbers  every  poet  ' 
affords  us  innumerable  inftances;  sod 
Mihon  feliom  has  two  pure  lines  toge- 
ther, as  will  appear  if  any  of  his  par»- 
ragi-aphs  be  read  with  attention  mexely 
to  the  mufick . 

Thus  at  their  ihady  lodge  arrived,  both  ftood. 
Both  turn'd,  and  under  open  iky  ador'd 
I'he  God  thjc  made  buth  (ky,  air,  earth,  and 

hcuv'n, 
Which  they  beheld  ^  tlie  moon^s  refpleodent 

glolc, 
jirJ  ftcrry  l":U:  tl.u  aijo  tnad^Ji  the  ntgbt. 
Maker  Omnipotent'  and  thou  the  day, 
Which  we  in  our  appointed  work  empioy'd 
Have  finifli'd,  happy  in  our  mutual  help, 
yfud  mutual  lovct  the  crcvoa  of  all »«/  Uifi 
Ordain'd  by  thee;  cind  this  delicious  place, 
For  us  too  large;  where  thy  abundance  waots 
Partakers,  and  uncrop'd  fal's  to  the  ground j 
But  thou  had  promisM  from  us  tw)  a  race 
To  fill  the  earth,  who  ihall  with  us  extol 
Thy  goodnefs  infinit;,  both  when  we  wake. 
And  when  we  i'eek,  as  now,  thy  gift  of  deep. 

In  this  pafTiige  it  will  be  at  firft  ob- 
ferved, that  all  the  lines  ai-e  not  equally 
harmonious,  and  upon  a  nearer  exami- 
nation it  will  be  found  that  only  the 
fifth  and  ninth  lines  arc  re^Iar,  And  the 
reft  ar^  more  or  lefs  licentious  with  re- 
fpcct  to  the  accent.  In  fome  the  accent 
is  equally  upon  two  fyllables  together* 
and  in  both  itrong.    As — 

Thus  at  their  ^^^1  lo^^S*  arrived,  bvih^t^i^ 
Both  tnrn'd,  and  under  open  fky  adorM 
The  God  that  made  both  ikji  sir,  eartk,  and 
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t%  tlie  accent  is  equally  upon  two 
9>  but  upon  both  weak. 


iw  earth,  who  (hall  with  us  extol 
tintb  Ui/initif  both  when  we  wake^ 
*m  we  ieekf  aa  now,  thy  gWc  of  fleep. 

£rtt  uBLiT  of  fyllables  the  accent 
riate  mm  the  rigour  of ^xafhiefs, 
t  any  unpleafing  diminution  of 
\jf  as  mav  be  obierved  in  the 
ready  citec^  and  more  remark- 
this — 

-1— >Tbou  alfo  mad'ft  the  nighty 
maij^cent !  and  thou  the  day. 

excepting  in  the  firft  pair  of  A'l- 
whjch  may  be  confidered  as  arbi- 
poet  who,  not  having  the  invcn- 
knowledge  of  Milton,  has  raoi-e 
allure  hu  audience  by  mufical 
s,  fhould  reldomfufTer  more  than 
Tntion  from  the  rule  in  any 
erie. 

e  are  two  lines  in  this  paflage 
Diarkably  unharmonious: 


-This  delicious  place. 


0  large;  xobert  thy  abundance  vrants 
Sy  and  uncrofd  falis  to  the  groond. 

e  ^ird*  pair  of  fyllables  in  the 

1  fourth  pair  in  the  fecond  verfe, 
ir  accents  retrograde  or  inverted ; 

fyllable  being  ftropgbr  acuta, 
iecond  weak.  The  detriment 
le  meaAire  lufiers  by  this  inver- 
ke  accents  is  fometimes  leTsper- 


'95 

ceptible,  when  the  verfes  are  carried  one 
into  another,  but  is  remarkably  ftriking 
in  this  place,  where  the  vicious  verfo 
concludes  a  periodj  and  is  yet  more  of- 
fenfive  in  rhyme,  when  we  r^larly  at- 
tend to  the  flow  of  every  imgle  line* 
This  will  appear  by  reading  a  couplet, 
in  which  Cowley,  an  author  not  uifli- 
ciently  ftudious  of  harmony,  has  corn* 
roitted  the  fame  fault: 


-his  harmlefs  life 


Does  with  fubftandal  blei&dnefi  abound. 
And  the  foft  wings  of  peace  covtr  him  round. 

In  thefe  the  law  of  metre  is  very  grofsly 
violated  by  mingling  combinations  of 
found  direClly  oppofite  to  each  other,  as 
Milton  expreues  m  his  fonnet,  by  cgm^ 
mitting  Jbort  and  long^  and  fetting  one 
part  of  the  meafure  at  variance  with  the 
reft.  The  ancients,  who  had  a  lan- 
guid more  capableof  variety  than  ours, 
had  two  kinds  of  verfe,  the  lambick, 
conililingof  fiiort  and  long  fyllables  al- 
ternately, from  which  our  neroick  mea- 
fure is  derived,  and  the  Trochaick,  con- 
fiiling  in  a  like  alternation  of  long  and 
fliort.  Thefe  were  confidered  as  oppo- 
fites,  and  conveyed  the  contrary  images 
of  fpeedand  flownefs ;  to  confound  th«n» 
therefore,  as  in  thefe  lines,  is  to  deviate 
from  the  eftabliihed  praftice.  But  where 
the  fenfes  aire  to  judge,  authority  is  not 
neceilary,  the  ear  is  fufficient  to  dete£l 
diifonance,  nor  ihould  I  have  fought 
auxiliaries  on  fuch  an  occaiion  agamft 
any  name  but  that  of  Milton. 


LXXXVII.  TUESDAY,  JANUARY  15,  1751. 

tUVtnOS,   laACVNDVSyZKBKS,   TINOSVI,  ASf  ATOa, 

wcMo  AOBo  rsavs  bit,  vt  mom  MiTis^xas  rossxT, 

SI  MODO  CULTVRiB  rATIlMTtM  COWMOnXT  AVBKM. 

Hoa. 

THl  tLAVK  TO  ZlfTT,  AMGia,  WIKt,  OB    LOVl, 

rns  waiTCH  or  iloth,  it*s  ixckllikci  shall  psotk} 
rieacBNESi  iTsiLr  tHALt  riab  iT*t  KAOB  away, 

VKSM  LIST*NI]«0  CALMLY  TO  TR*  IMS TEUCTIVE  LAY. 

FaANcis. 


iT  few  diings  are  fo  liberallj 
bwedy  or  fouaadered  with  to 
fty  as  good  advice,  has  been  ge- 
bfierved;  and  many  (age  poH- 
t  been  advanced  concerning  the 
fthis  cotnpUint,  and  the  means 
iB^  it*    ft  is  indeed  an  impoT' 


tant  and  noble  enquiry,  for  little  would 
be  wanting  to  the  happinefs  of  life,  if 
every  man  could  conform  to  the  right 
as  foon  as  he  was  (hown  it. 

This  perverfe  ne^leaof  the  moft  (alu- 
tary  precepts,  and  ftubbom  t«£&axicjt  ^ 
the  moft  pathedck  vc^^^^Eki^>V^'^^^3^^ 
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iir.putid  to  him  by  whom  the  counfcl  is 
received;  and  we  often  hear  it  mentioned 
as  a  fign  of  hopckls  dcpnn'ity,  that 
though  good  advice  was  given,  it  has 
wrought  no  reformation. 

Others,  who  imagine  themfelves  to 
have  quicker  fagacity  and  deeper  pene- 
tration, have  found  out,  that  the  incffi- 
cacy  of  advice  is  ufually  the  fault  of  the 
Counfcllor,  ■  and  nilcs  have  been  laid 
down,  by  which  this  important  duty 
may  be  luccefsfully  performed :  we  are 
dire6led  by  what  tokens  to  difcover  the 
favourable  moment  at  which  the  heart 
Isdifpofed  for  the  operation  of  ti-uth  and 
rcafon,  with  what  addrefs  to  adminifter, 
"and  with  what  vehicles  to  difguiic  ike 
Cfttkarticks  oftbefouL 

But,  notwithftandingthis  fpecious ex- 
pedient, we  find  the  world  yet  in  tlie 
lame  ftatc;  advice  is  dill  given,  but  ftill 
received  with  difguft;  nor  has  it  appear- 
ed that  the  bitteniefs  of  the  medicme  has 
been  yet  abated,  or  it's  power  increafed, 
by  any  methods  of  preparing  it. 

If  we  confider  the  manner  in  which 
thofe  who  affume  the  office  of  directing 
the  condufl  of  others  execute  their  un- 
dertaking, it  will  not  be  very  wonder- 
ful thr?.t  their  labours,  however  zealous 
or  affectionate,  are  frequently  ufelefs. 
For  what  is  the  advice  that  is  commonly 
given?  A  few  general  maxims,  enforced 
with  vehemence  and  inculcated  with  im  - 
portunity,  but  failing  for  want  of  par- 
ticular reference  and  immediate  appli- 
cation. 

It  is  not  often  that  any  man  can  have 
fo  much  knowledge  of^  another,  as  is 
neccflary  to  make  inftru6^ion  ufeful. 
We  arc  ibmetimes  not  ourfelves  confci- 
CM*;  of  the  original  motives  of  our  ac- 
tion <;;  RDd  when  we  know  them,  our  fu-fl 
c:iri-  is  to  hide  them  from  the  fight  of 
others,  and  ofien  from  thofe  moft  dili- 
ger.tiy,  wh(ife  fupci-if.rity  cither  of  pow- 
er or  undcrllandii.^;  iiiny  intitle  them  to 
infpe^t  our  lives j  it  is  therefore  very 
probable  that  he  v/ho  cn<!eavoiirs  the 
cure  of  our  intellcttuai  maladlcf ,  mlf- 
'  takes  their  caufe;  and  Lhat  hispicfcrip- 
tions  avail  nothing,  bccaiifc  he  knows 
Dot  which  of  tlie  pafilons  or  deiircs  is 
vitiated. 

Atdvice,  as  it  alu-ays  gives  a  tempo- 
rary appearance  of  fuperiorit}',  can  ne- 
ver be  very  grateful,  even  when  it  is 
tnofb  neceffary  or  moil  judicious.  But 
foj  thcfsmc  rcafon  cvciy  one  i«  eager  to 


inftruft  his  neighbours.  To  be ' 
to  be  virtuous,  is  to  buy  dignit 
importance  at  a  high  price;  out 
nothing  is  neceffary  to  elevation  I 
teftion  of  the  follies  or  the  fai 
others,  no  man  is  io  infenfible 
voice  of  fame  as  to  linger  on  the  gi 

Tcn/anJa  via  eft,  qua  wu  fusfu, 
Toiler  e  bmmOf  vUiorque  virim  vtiitare^ 

New  ways  I  muft  attempt,  my  grovelin 

To  raife  aloft,  and  wing  my  flight  ^ 

D» 

Vanity  is  fo  frequently  the  at 
motive  of  advice,  that  we,  for  tr 
part,  fximmon  our  powers  to  op 
without  any  very  accurate  enquir 
ther  it  is  right.  It  is  fufficient  th 
ther  is  growing  great  in  his  own 
our  cxpcnce,  and  afTumes  authori 
us  without  our  permifTion;  for 
would  contentedly fufter  the  confec 
of  their  own  miilakes,  rather  tl 
infolence  of  him  who  triumphs  J 
deliverer. 

It  is,  indeed,  feldom  found  tl 
advantages  are  enjoyeil  with  that 
ration  which  the  uncertainty  of 
man  ^ood  fo  powerfully  enforci 
therefore  the  advifer  may  juftly  : 
that  he  has  inflamed  the  oppofitio 
he  laments  by  arrogance  and  fu 
oufnefs.  He  may  fufpefl,  bu 
not  hailily  to  condemn  hinifelf, 
can  rarely  be  certain  that  the  foft 
guagc,  or  the  molt  humble  dif 
would  have  cfcaped  refcntmenl 
fcarcely  any  degree  of  circum: 
can  prevent  or  obviate  the  ra} 
which  the  flotbful,  tlie  impote 
the  unfuccefsful,  vent  their  di! 
upon  thcfc  that  excel  them.  I 
itfelf,  if  it  is  praifed,  will  be 
and  there  are  minds  fo  impatien 
fcriority,  that  iheir  gratitude  is  ; 
of -wvenge,  and  th-y  return  bene 
bccaufe  rtcom}>eiice  is  a  pleafi 
btc;uiie  obligation  is  a  j)ain. 

The  number  of  ilioJl'  whom 
of  thcmfcivcs  has  thu.;  farcorru 
pi.rh:v)i.  not  grc:it;  but  there  ar 
free  (loni  vanity,  as  not  to  d 
thofe  who  will  hear  ttieir  inftr 
v.'irh  a  vifibic  fcnfc  of  their  owr 
cence;  and  t'tv/  to  whom  it  is 
pleafi ng  to  receive  documents, 
tenderly  uud  cuutioufly  delivered 
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wiUing  to  nife  themfelves  fn>m 
^y  bv  difputing  the  propofitions 
teacner.  « 

IS  ihe  maxiin,  I  think,  of  Alphon- 
Vrragon,  that  dead counfellors  are 
The  grave  puts  an  end  to  flat- 
td  artince,  and  the  information 
r  i^eive  from  books  is  pure  from 
,  fear,  or  ambition.  Dead  coun- 
are  likewife  moft  inftru^live;  be- 
hey  are  heard  with  patience  and 
jTO-ence.  We  are  not  unwilling 
eve  that  man  wifer  than  ourfelves, 
rhofe  abilities  we  may  receive  ad- 
c,  without  any  danger  of  rivalry 
ofition,  and  who  affords  us  the 
f  his  experience,  without  hurting 
t%  by  flaihes  of  infolence. 
he  confultation  of  books,  whether 
1  or  living  authors,  many  temp- 
to  petulance  and  oppofition, 
occur  in  oral  conferences,  are 
1.  An  author  cannot  obtrude 
irice  uiuUked,  nor  can  be  often 
:ed  of  any  malignant  intention  to 
tiit  readers  with  his  knowledge  or 
:.  Yet  fo  prevalent  is  the  habit  of 
ring  ourfelves  with  others,  while 
mam  within  the  reach  of  our  paf- 
that  books  are  feldom  read  with 
!te  impartiality,  but  by  thofe  from 
the  writer  is  placed  at  fuch  a  dif- 
hat  his  life  or  death  is  indifferent, 
(ee  that  volumes  may  be  penifed, 
tnifed  with  attention,  to  little  ef- 
ind  that  maxims  of  prudence,  or 
>les  of  virtue,  may  be  treafured  in 
mory  without  influencing  the  con- 
Ot  the  numbers  that  pafs  their 
mong  books,  very  few  read  to  be 
viier  or  better,  apply  any  general 
f  of  vice  to  themfelyes,  or  try  their 
lanners  by  axioms  of  juftice.  They 
e  either  to  confume  thofe  hours 
ich  they  can  find  no  other  axnufe* 


in 

ment,  to  gain  or  prefenre  that  refpe^fc 
which  learning  has  always  obtained;  or 
to  gratify  their  curiofity  with  know#- 
ledge,  which,  like  treafures  buried  ancf 
forgotten,  is  of  no  ufe  to  others  or  them* 
felves. 

*  The  preacher,*  fays  a  French  author^ 
'  may  fpend  an  hour  in  explaining  and 

*  enforcmg  a  precept  of  rebgion,  v«ath- 

*  out  feeling  any  impreflion  from  hit 

*  own  performance,  becaufe .  he  may 
'  have  no  further  defign  than  to  fill  up 
'  his  hour.'  A  iludent  may  eafily  ex- 
hauft  his  life  in  comparing  divines  and 
moralifls,  without  any  pra^iical  regard 
to  morality  or  religion;  he  may  be  learn- 
ing, not  to  live,  but  to  reafon;  he  may 
regard  only  the  elegance  of  Ityle,  juft- 
ncfs  of  argument,  and  accuracy  of  mt-* 
thod;  and  may  enable  himfelf  to  criti- 
cife  with  judgment,  and  difpute  witk 
fubtilty,  while  the  chief  ufe  of  his  vo- 
lumes IS  unthoueht  of,  his  mind  is  unaf- 
fe£led,  and  his  fife  is  unreformed. 

But  though  truth  and  virtue  are  thus 
frequently  defeated  by  pride,  obfU- 
nacy,  or  folly,  we  arc  not  allowed  to- 
defert  them;  for  whoever  can  fumifh 
anns  which  they  hitherto  have  not  em- 
ployed, may  enable  them  to  eain  fomc 
hearts  which  would  have  retailed  any 
other  method  of  attack.  Every  man 
of  ^ius  hasfome  arts  of  fixing  the  at* 
tention  peculiar  to  hiniielf,  by  which^ 
honeftly  exerted,  he  may  benefit  man- 
kind; for  the  arguments  for  purity  of 
life  fail  of  their  due  influence,  not  be- 
caufe they  have  been  confidered  and 
confuted,  but  becaufe  they  have  been 
paflfed  over  without  confidei*ation.  To 
the  pofition  of  TuUy,  that  if  Viitue 
could  be  feen,  fhe  mufl  be  loved,  may 
be  added,  that  if  Truth  could  be  hearcf^ 
file  muft  be  obeyed. 


N»  Lxxxvin. 
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N"  LXXX\TII.    SATURDAY,  JANUARY  19,  1751.  « 

CUM  TABULIS   ANIMOM  C  E  VSOKIS  SVMCT  KONZSTIS 

AUDESIT  <lU«CUNQUr   MINU  S  SP  L  EN  DORIS  HABEBUHTy 

AVT  SINE   FOKPEKE   Eltl.'>;i  ,  ET   HONORE  IKDIGNA   rKBBMTUBy  ' 

verba  movers  loco,  q^uamvis  invita  recetf ant» 
it  versentuk  adhuc  intra  penetralia  vestjl* 

Hob, 

BtJT  Ml   THAT  HATH  A  CURIOUS   FIECE  ORSICK'd^ 

\VHKN   HE    BEGINS,  MUCT  TAKE   A  C£NSOR*S  MIND, 

SEVERB  ANO  HON*  ..T;  AND  WHAT  WORDS  APPEAR  > 

TOO  LIGHT    AND   TRIVIAL,  OK    TOO  WEAK   TO   BEAB  > 

THE  WEIGHTY  SENSE,  NOR  WORTH   THE    READ£R*S   CABEy  J 

KH.^XE  OFKj   THO*  STUBBORN,  THEY  ARE    LOTH   TO  UOVZf 

A^D  Tlio'  \Vt  JTANCY,  DEARLY  THo'  WB  LOVE. 

Cbbbck. 


*  rr^HERE    Is  no  reputation  for 

JIL    *  genius,"  lays  Qi^iintilian,  *  to  be 

*  gain^i  by  vvritinj^   on   ihinj^s  which, 
■  however  necelfaiy,  have  little  fplendor 

*  or  ihew.     Thj  height  of  a  building 

*  atliafts  the  eye,  but  the  foundations 

*  lie  without  rcg.irl.     Vtt  fmce  there  is 

*  not  anv  \\^y  to  tiio  top  of  fcicnce,  but 

*  from  tlie  fowclt  paits,  I  flial)   think 

*  nothing  unconncfttd  with  the  art  of 
«  oratory,  which  he  that  wants  cannot 

*  be  an  orator.' 

Confinntd  and  animated  by  tliis  il- 
hiftrioxi 6  precedent,  I  iJiall  continue  my 
enquiries  into  Milton's  art  of  verfifi ca- 
tion. Since,  however  minute  die  em- 
ployment may  appear,  of  aiialyfrng  lines 
into  fyllables,  and  whatever  ridicule 
miy  beincnrred  by  a  foltmn  deliberation 
upon  accents  and  paufes,  it  is  certain 
that  without  this  petty  kno^'ledge  no 
nan  can  be  a  poet ;  and  that  from  the 
proper  difpofition  of  iln?ie  founds  re- 
fiiltsthat  harmony  that  adds  force  to  rea- 
ibn,  and  gives  grace  to  fublimity;  that 
ftackles  attention,  and  governs  paflions. 

That  verfe  may  be  melodious  and 
picafing,  it  is  neccflary,  not  only  that 
die  words  be  fo  rangcti  as  that  the  ac- 
cent may  fall  in  it's  proper  place,  but 
that  the  iylhblcs  themfelves  be  fo  cho- 
fcn  as  to  now  fmoothly  into  onr  another. 
This  is  to  V.c  cfFcflcd  by  a  proportionate 
mixture  of  vo-acIs  and  confonants,  and 
by  tern pcrinpr  the  mute  confonants  with 
]i<}uids  and  itnijvowoh.  The  Ifvbrcw 
pranimsj  :ans  have  oblerved,  that  it  is 
i:n{voiIibb  lo  pronounce  two  confonants 
without  Uic  inlcrvciiiion  of  a  voww*l,  or 
without  foiiic  cmiflilou  of  the  breath  l>e- 
/ti'.v/]  une  nnd  the  ut})er;  this  is  louder 
AC  J  more  pjujptibltg  a^  the  founds  o€ 


the  confonants  are  lefs  harmonically  coo« 
joined,  and,  by  confequence»  the  flow 
of  the  verfe  is  longer  interrupted. 

It  is  pronounced  by  Dryden,  that  I 
line  of  nionofyllables  is  almoft  ahv^ 
har/li.  This,  with  regard  to  our  lan- 
guage, is  evidently  true,  not  becauft 
monofyllables  cannot  compofe  harmooy» 
but  becaufe  our  monofyllables  being  of 
Teutonick  original,  or  formed  by  con-  { 
tradtion,  commonly  begin  and  end  wth 
confonants,  as<— 

--—Every  lower  faculty 
OfJiKjc,  whereby  they  Uar,/eefjmellf  tmthf 

tafic. 

The  difference  of  harmony  wri&ag 
principally  from  the  collocation  of  vow- 
els and  confonants,  will  be  fufficiently 
conceived  by  attending  to  the  following 
paiTagtsx 

Immortal  Amarant— there  grows 

And  flow*rs  aloft,  (hading  the  fount  offifei 

And  where  the  river  of  bliii  through  midll 

of  Heav*n 
Ro.^i  o'er  Eljfiaufion'rtbtr  mkerfirt»m\ 
With  thele  that  nevar  fade,  the  fpiriu  ekd 
Bind  then  rcfpUndcnt  locks  iMVfredtb'd  vki 

beams, 

Tlie  fame  comparifon  that  I  propofe 
to  be  made  between  the  fourth  and  uxth 
verfes  of  this  paflage»  mav  be  repeated 
between  the  lalt  lines  of  tne  following  • 
quotations: 

Under  foot  the  violet. 
Crocus,  and  hyacinth,  with  rich  in-lay 
B r Older" d  f  be  ground,  nure  C9l9mr*d  $i£mwilk 

f.one 
Oi  coiUieft  embleno. 

Here  in  clofe  recefs. 
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UptafeaCvefirft  declcMher  nuptial  bed) 
M  httvuly  choirs  the  bymcntan  Jung, 

MihDii,  whofe  ear  had  been  accuftom- 
^  wA  only  to  the  mulick  of  the  anci- 
<K  tongues,  which,  ho\vevcr  vitiated  by 
«■  pronunciation,  excel  all  that  arc 
.  Hv  in  ufe,  but  to  the  foftnefs  of  the 
f  Ibbn,  the  mod  mellirtuous  of  all  mo- 
[~4ni  poetry,  feems  fully  convinced  of 
[^Aennfitnert  of  our  language  for  fmooth 
^vtrfification,  and  is  therefore  pleafed 
^witk  an  opponunity  of  calling  in  a 
fcfor  word  to  his  aflilbufice;  for  this 
Rafun,  and  I  believe  for  this  only,  he 
fcmctlmes  indulges  hiinfclf  in  along  fe- 
riei  of  proper  names,  and  introduces 
Ihcm  where  they  add  little  but  muficlc 
ID  hiipoem. 

—  The  richer  fcst 
Of  Aubaiip«,  an  J  yet  unfpoird 
Cwana.  whofe  great  city  Gerion*t  fons 
CaH  W  Dorado. 

The  moon— The  Tufcan  artift  vie%rs 
At  evening,  from  the  topot'  Fcfole 
Or  in  Valdarnoj  to  defcry  new  Unds.*— 

He  has  indeed  been  more  attentive  to 
liis  fyllables  than  to  his  accents,  and 
does  not  often  offend  by  coUifions  of 
confonants,  or  openings  of  vowels  upon 
each  other,  at  leaft  not  more  often  than 
other  writers  who  have  had  lefs  impor- 
tant or  complicated  fubjc6ls  to  take  off 
their  cat^e  from  the  cadence  of  their 
Vines. 

The  great  peculiarity  of  Milton's  ver- 
fification,  compared  with  that  of  later 
poets,  is  the  eliHoA  of  one  vowel  be- 
fore another,  or  the  fupprefTion  of  the 
lift  fyllahle  of  a  word  ending  with  a 
\<yKt\,  when  a  vowel  begins  the  follow- 
iiig  word.    A>— 

I  Kn<wl'-<?gf 

IOppfcflcs  elfe  wich  furteit,  and  foon  turns 
Wifdom  to  foliy,  ai  nourishment  to  wind* 


This  licence,  though  now  difufeil  in 
Kngtifh  poetry,  was  pra£Hfed  by  our 
old  writers,  and  it  allowed  in  many  other 
hiipiages,  ancient  and  modern;  and 
thntfbre  the  criticks  on  Paradife  I^tt 
bave,  without  much  deliberation,  com- 
■ended  Mi<ton  for  continuing  it.  But 
one  language  cannot  communicate  it's 
nki  to  mother.  Wc  have  already  tried 
tnil  lejeAed  the  hexameter  of  the  an- 
!i>  dir  douhk  chib  of  the  ItuUans, 


and  the  alexandrine  of  the  Frwich;  and 
the  ellfion  of  vowels,  howevt-r  graceful 
it  may  fcem  to  other  nations,  may  be 
very  unfui table  to  the  genius  of  the 
Englilli  tongue. 

There  is  rcaibn  to  believe  that  we  have 
r.epjligoiitly  lolt  part  of  our  vowels,  and 
th:^t  the  iiient  t  which  our  anccltors  ad- 
ded to  moil  of  our  monofyllibles,  was 
once  vocal.  By  this  detruncation  of  our 
fyllibles,  our  langpjage  is  overftocked 
wirh  confonants,  and  it  is  more  ncceflarj 
to  :ui-.l  vowels  to  the  begf inning  of  words^ 
than  to  cut  them  off  from  the  end. 

Miiton  thcreloi c;  I'eems  to  have  fome- 
what  mill.ikt'n  rhe  nr.ture  of  our  lan- 
gu:ipr?,  of  which  :Iie  cliiff  dcfcft  is  mg- 
eflrtnels  and  afpcrity,  and  has  k-ft  our 
narfh  cadences  vet  harfher.  But  his  eli- 
fions  are  not  all  equally  to  be  cenfured; 
in  fomc  fyllables  ihey  may  be  allowed, 
and  perhaps  in  a  few  may  be  Jafclr' 
imitated.  The  abfciflion  of  a  vowel  it 
undoubtedly  vicious  when  it  is  flrongly 
founded,  and  makes,  with  it's  a^ociate 
confonant,  a  full  and  audible  fy liable. 

What  he  gives, 
Spiritual,  may  topured  fpirits  be  found, 
A'o  ingrateful  food,  and  food  alike  thcfe  pufB 
Intctligentiil  fubAjnces  require. 

Fruits       ■  Herperian  fables  true. 
If  ii  ue,  here  only,  and  of  delicious  talle* 

Evening  now  approached. 
For  we  have  aij'o  our  evening  and  our  mom* 

Of  gucfts  he  makes  them  flaves, 
Inhufpica^/y,  and  kills  their  infant  males. 

And  vital  Virrtrrinfus'd,  and  vital  warmth 
Throughout  the  fluid  mafs.— 

Cod  made  tba  of  choice  his  own,  and  of 
bis  own 
To  ferve  bim. 

I  believe  e^'ery  reader  will  agree  that 
in  all  thofe  paffagcs,  though  nut  equal- 
ly in  all,  the  muficlc  is  injured,  and  ia 
(ome  the  meaning  obfcured.  There  are 
other  lines  in  whicli  the  vowel  is  cut  off, 
but  it  is  fo  faintly  pronounced  in  com- 
mon fpecch,  that  the  lofs  of  it  in  poetrr 
is  fcarctly  perceived;  and  therefore  fucli 
compliance  with  the  meafure  may  be  al« 
lowed. 


Nature  breeds 
Perverfe,  all  monArous,  all  prodlgiout  thingb 
Abomina^/c,  inutter4^/^j  and  worfe 
Than  fables  yet  have  fei^a'd— 

— -Yiom  tWl^csie 
Tiiey  viewed  the  vaft  itaooicnlutabU  3\k>)U. 
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Im^tnctnhU,  impalM  with  circling  fire. 
7o  none  communicaZV^  in  earth  or  heaT'n. 

Yet  even  thefe  contra6lions  cncrcafe 
<hc  ronghnefs  of  a  language  too  rough 
•Ireadyj  and  though  in  long  poems  they 
may  be  fometimes  fufFcred,  it  never  can 
be  faulty  to  forbear  them. 

Milton  frequently  ufcs  in  his  poems 
the  hypermetrical  or  redundant  line  of 
tlevcn  fyllables. 

— -Vitus  it  ftiall  befall 
Hinf»  who  to  worth  in  woman  over-tru(li«flr 
Lets  her  will  rule— - 


I  alfo  err*d  in  OTar*a«ch  iitusUi 

Vcrfes  of  this  kind  occur  ah 
every  page;  but  though  they  are  i 
pkafing  or  difTonant,  tbey  oagfai 
oe  admitted  into  heroick  poetr] 
tlie  narrow  limits  of  our  lanniag 
us  no  other  diftin  Aion  of  epick  a 
gick  mcafures,  than  is  afforded 
liberty  of  changing  at  will  thetr 
tions  of  the  dnimatickliiies,and  bi 
them  by  that  relaxation  oJF  metr 
gour  nearer  to  prole. 


N**  LXXXIX.   TUESDAY,  JANUARY  22,  17; 


tULCa  £IT  PESIFERX  IN  LOCO. 


HOR. 


WISDOM  AT  PKOFEt   TIMES  IS    WELL     FORGOT. 


LOCKE,  whom  there  is  no  reafon 
to  fufpe6t  of  being  a  favourer  of 
idlenefs  or  liliertinilro,  has  ad\'anced, 
that  whoever  hopes  lo  employ  any  part 
of  his  time  with  eificicy  and  vigour, 
nnift  allow  feme  of  it  to  pifs  in  trifles. 
It  is  heyjMid  the  powers  of  humanity  to 
f}^nd  a  wholes  life  in  profound  ftudy  and 
intcnfe  mw\iitatio)^,  and  the moft rigorous 
txaiS^ers  of  iiKluftry  and  rerioufnel's  have 
appointal  hours  for  relaxation  snd  amulc- 
jnent. 

It  is  ccitain,  that,  with  or  without  our 
conftnt,  many  of  the  few  moments  al- 
If'ttcd  vs  will  (lido  imperceptibly  away, 
and  that  iho  mind  will  break  from  con- 
finement to  it'r.  lUrcd  tufk,  into  fiiddcn 
rxcuiilons.  Severe  and  connefted  at- 
tention is  preferved  but  for  a  ftiort  timej 
and  when  a  man  fhuts  himfelf  up  in 
Ms  clofer,  and  bends  his  thoughts  to  the 
difcuiTicn  of  any  ubftnife  queftion,  he 
vIU  find  his  facuhics  continually  deal- 
ing away  to  more  pleafing  entertain- 
ments. He  often  perceives  himll'lf  tran- 
fported,  he  knows  not  how,  to  diilant 
trafts  of  ihoughtj  and  return  to  his  firft 
oh  e^  lib  I'iom  a  dream,  without  know- 
in,';  when  lie  i'orfcok  it,  or  how  long  he 
has  b('tn  abilrac^cd  from  it. 

It  has  been  ohfcn'ed,  that  the  moft 
f^i.-lious  arc  not  always  the  moft  learned, 
Th^rc  is,  indeed,  no  ^reat  difficulty  in 
difcovtring  thr.t  this  difference  of  pio- 
iicicncy  may  arilc  from  the  difference  of 
iitelleclual  powers,  of  the  choice  of 
books,  or  the  convenience  of  informa- 
ijon.  But  I  believe  it  likev/ile  frcqucni- 
fy'  b>ippcnsj  that  the  ipoftreduTe  arc  ivot 


the  moft  vigorous  profccutors  of 
Many  impofe  upon  the  world,  an 
upon  themfelves,  by  an  appear 
fevere  and  exemplary  diligence; 
they,  in  reality,  give  themfelvc 
the  luxury  of  fancy,  pleafc  their 
with  regulating  the  paft,  or  pi 
out  the  future ;  place  themfelves 
in  vai'ied  fituations  of  happinc: 
ftumhcr  away  their  days  in  vo 
vifions.  In  the  journey  of  lif 
arc  left  behind,  bccaufc  they  ; 
turnlly  feeble  and  (low;  fomc 
they  mifs  the  way;  and  many 
they  leave  it  by  choice,  and  inl 
pi  efling  onward  with  a  ftsrady  pa 
light  themfelves  with  momentar) 
tions,  turn  a  fide  to  pluck  every 
and  repofe  in  every  made. 

There  is  nothing  more  fatal  to 
whofe  bufincfs  is  to  think,  than 
learned  the  art  of  reeling  hii 
with  thofe  airy  gi-atin cations, 
vices  or  follies  aie  rcftrained'b 
reformed  by  admonition,  oi:  rej© 
the  convifVion  which  the  compai 
our  condu6l  with  that  of  others 
time  produce.  But  this  inviiibk 
tlie  mind,  this  lecret  jwodigalityof 
is  fccure  from  detc^lion,  and  fca 
reproach.  The  dieamei*  retires 
apartments,  fhuts  out  the  cares  : 
te  mi  prions  of  mankind^  and  ab 
himfelf  to  his  own  fancy ^  new 
rife  up  before  him,  one  image 
lowed  bv  another,  and  a  long  fui 
of  delights  dances  round  him. 
ax.  \aft.  toWtd  WcV.  to  life  by  nxt 
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•carafe  he  cannot  model  it  to  his 
II.  He  returns  from  his  idle 
ns  with  the  afperity,  though  not 
:  knowledge,  of  a  ftudent,  and 
again  to  the  fame  felicity  with 
annefs  of  a  man  bent  upon  the 
rnent  of  fome  favourite  I'cience. 
ituation  ftrengthens  by  degrees, 
e  the  poifon  of  opiates,  weakens 
rrs,  without  any  external  fymp- 
naligntty . 

>pens,  indeed,  that  thefc  hypo- 
*  learning  are  in  time  detected, 
ivinced  by  di%race.  and  diiap- 
nt  of  the  difference  between  the 
>f  thought,  and  the  fport  of 
But  niis  difcovery  is  often 
le  till  it  is  too  late  to  recover 

that  has  been  fooled  away.  A 
1  accidents  may,  indeed,  awaken 
:o  a  more  early  fenfe  of  their 
md  their  Hiame.  But  they  who 
inced  of  the  neceflity  of  break - 
(1  this  habitual  clrdwfincfs,  too 
apfe  in  fpite  of  their  refolution; 

ideal  fcducers  arc  always  near, 
ler  any  particularity  of  time  nor 
leceflUry  to  their  influence ;  they 
he  foul  without  warning,  and 
en  charmed  down  refiftance  be- 
r  approach  is  perceived  or  fu- 

captivit)',  however,  it  is  nccef- 
oxryman  to  break,  who  has 
T  to  be  wife  or  ufeful,  to  pafs 
vith  the  tfteem  of  otliers,  or  to 
k  with  fatisfa6lion  from  his  old 
n  his  earlier  years.  In  order  to 
herty,  he  muft  find  the  means 
r  from  himfelf J  he  muft,  in  op- 
to  the  Stoick  preceot,  teach  his 
>  fix  upon  external  things;  he 
}pt  the  joys  and  the  pains  of 
ind  excite  in  his  mind  the  want 

plcafures  and  amicable  com- 
ion.  - 

perhaps,  not  impofllble  to  pro- 
:  cure  of  tliis  mental  malady, 

application  to  fome  new  ftudy 
nay  pour  in  frefh  ideas,  and 
lolity  in  perjHrtual  motion.  But 
IQiies  folitude,  and  folitude  is 
angerous  m  thofe  who  are  too 
ruilomed  to  fmk  into  thcmfelves. 
mployment,  or  public  pleafure, 
Jly  a  neccflhry  part  of  thii  intel^ 
»fin>en,  without  which,  though 
iiflion  may  be  obtained,  a  cop)" 
p  wi)i  fcai  cd/  b<?  f^l^ 


This  is  a  formidable  and  obftintte 
difeafe  of  the  intelk^,  of  which,  when 
it  has  once  become  radicated  by  timc» 
the  remedy  is  one  of  the  hardeft  talks 
of  reafon  and  of  virtue.  It*s  flighted 
attacks,  thei-efore,  (hould  be  watcbfully 
oppofed;  and  he  that  finds  the  frigid 
and  narcotick  infe6tion  beginning  to 
feize  him,  (hould  turn  his  whole  atten- 
tion againft  it,  and  check  it  at  the  firit 
difcovery  by  pro^  counteraction. 

The  great  relolution  to  be  formedf 
when  happinefs  and  virtue  are  thus  for- 
midably  invaded,  is,  that  no  part  of 
life  be  fpent  in  a  ftatc  of  neutrality  or 
indifference;  but  that  fome  pleafure  be 
found  for  every  moment  that  is  not  de- 
voted to  labour  J  and  that,  whenever  the 
neceffary  bufmefs  of  life  grows  irkfome 
or  difguftinc^,  an  immediate  tranfition 
be  made  to  diverfion  and  gaiet}*. 

After  the  exerciies  which  the  health 
of  the  body  requires,  and  which  have 
theml'elves  a  natural  tendency  to  aAuate 
and  invigorate  the  mind,  the  mod  eligi- 
ble amu^mentof  a  rational  being  feema 
to  be  that  interchange  of  thoughts  which 
is  praClifed  in  free  and  eafy  converfa- 
tion;  where  fufpicion  is  banifhed  ry  ex- 
perience, and  emulation  by  benevolencej 
where  every  man  I'peaks  with  no  other 
reflraint  tKan  unwillii^^^nefs  to  cfi'cndy 
and  hears  with  no  other  dilpjfuion  than 
defire  to  be  pleafed. 

There  muft  be  a  time  in  which  every 
man  trifles  J  and  the  only  choice  that 
nature  oflfers  us,  is,  to  trine  in  cornpimy 
or  alone.  To  join  profit  with  pleafure,  . 
has  Leen  an  old  precept  among  men  who 
have  had  very  difl:ereot  conceptions  of 
profit.  All  have  agreed  that  our  amufc. 
ments  fhouldnot  terminate  wlioUy  in  the 
prcfcnt  moment,  but  contribute  more 
or  lefs  to  future  advantage.  He  that 
amufcs  himfelf  among  well  chofen  com- 
panicns,  can  fcarcely  fail  to  receive^ 
from  the  moft  carelefs  and  obftreperous 
merriment  which  virtue  can  allow,  fome 
ufeful  hints;  nor  can  converfe  on  the 
moft  familiar  topicks,  without  fome 
cafual  information.  The  loole  fparkics 
of  thou^htlefs  wit  may  give  new  light 
to  the  mmd,  and  the  gay  contention  fur 
pai*ad()xical  pofitions  rectify  the  opinions . 

This  iM  the  time  in  which  thole  friend  - 
ihijxs  that  give  happinefs  or  confolaticn, 
relief  or  fccur  ty,  arc  generally  formeiJ. 
A  wife  and  good  man  is  never  fo  amU 
iU)le  a«  in  h\9  \inV>ei\dc«iaiv<i  l^irA\\'^iE\v.» 
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tcrvals.  Heroick  gcnerofily,  or  philo- 
fophicil  dlfcoverics,  may  compel  vene- 
ration and  relpefl:,  hut  love  aKvays  im- 
plies fomc  kind  of  natural  or  voluntary 
equality,  and  is  only  to  be  excited  by 
that  levity  and  chccrfulnefs  which  dil- 
<ncuml)er8  nil  minds  from  av.*c  and  fo- 
licitude,  invites  rh:  mo'!. it  to  trecdom, 
and  exalts  the  timorous  to  confidence. 
This  eafy  fiiety  is  cer-.uin  to  pU-afc, 
whatever  be  the  character  of  him  that 
exerts  it}  if  our  fupcriors  di  fcend  from 
their  elevation,  wi  love  th-in  forlclfen- 
inc;  the  diftnnce  at  wlilch  \vc  arc*  placed 
below  them;  and  inferiors,  from  whom 
^-c  can  receive  no  laftinjr  ad  \.'ar.t:ip:c,  will 
always  keep  our  affcclions  while  their 


rprrghllinefs  and  mirth  contribufe  toew 
pleafure. 

Ever}'  man  finds  himfelf  differently 
afFcfted  by  the  ficjht  of  fortrefles  of  war, 
and  palaces  of  pleafure;  ivelook  onthi 
height  and  ftrcngth  cf  the  bulwarks  with 
a  kind  of  e:lo«)my  fatis  fail  ion,  for  ws 
cannot  think  of  defence  without  admits 
tinjif  images  of  dangvr;  but  wc  nnp 
delighted  and  jocund  through  the  gay 
apartments  of  the  pilace,  becaufe  no- 
thing is  impreflcd  by  them  on  the  mind 
but  joy  and  feftivity.  Such  is  the  dif- 
ference between  pieat  and  amiable  chi- 
rafters;  with proteftors  we  arc  ftfe,  wilii 
comi>anions  we  are  happ}'. 
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JN     TXNVI    LABOR. 

Vmc. 

WHAT   TOIL  IK  SLKNDKR  THINGs! 


IT  is  very  difTc-.iit  to  write  on  the 
minuter  parts  cf  liivirilurc  wlilicut  • 
failing  f?i:hcr  to  plejli.- o'* In'hufr.  Too 
much  nicety  ot  detail  dilj^utt^thcgiciiL- 
cfi  part  of  raiders;  ar..'.  to  throw  a  mul- 
titude of  j)Lirtiruhrs  under  gcncnd  head =, 
and  l:«y  down  rules  of  o.-iitaf  .*e  compre- 
hynfion,  is  tf-  common  untl*.ift.n\lmps 
ot  liiile  ulc.  JiKv who  undnlakc theic 
ftihjefts  arc  thfi(  fore  ulvays  in  danj:«.r, 
as  one  or  oiher  mctjr.vor.icncc  ariics  to 
th^-riiu a/ nation,  of  fnLrhtir.r;  uswirh 
rurri/ed  Icicncc,  or  amul'ing  us  with 
empty  fcnH. 

In  criticifing  the  work  of  Milton, 
th'^ic  is,  in'ieul,  opportunity  to  inter- 
fptr'-  p.!lTaj:cs  that  can  harrlly  frjl  to 
ridicv'.'  i)-..-  Ijng-.iors  <»f  att:nticn;  .nul 
fmcc,  in  examining  the  v'\ricty  and  choice 
of  tht  paujts  with  "*  hlr]\  lie  has  diver- 
fifitdhi*.  nuniKrs,  it  wili  be  ncccJlary 
to  cxhil'it  the  linco  in  which  they  are  to 
be  found,  wrhaps  the*  remarks  may  be 
well  compcnfatcd  by  the  ixampl*--?*  and 
the  irkfonicncft  of  '^rrnmmatic:  1  jifquifi- 
tions  fi>niewh;;t  uU^rviattd. 

Milton  formed  hi^  fch.'me  of  verfifi- 
cation  by  the  }X)Ct3of  Ciivcct.  an.l  Rome, 
w!]om  he  propo kd  to  hi.nlllf  for  his 
models,  fo  far  as  the  difterertte  of  his 
lanjjjuagc  fi'ori  thtrirs  wculd  jKrmit  tlie 
imitati(m.  There  nrc  in  Ui-.l  many  In^ 
convcnicncics  inilp.irahlc  fR^rn  our  hero- 
jcJ:  jvcdfure   comiKHQd  wiili    that  ol 


Homer  and  Virfjll;  inconverirnciw, 
which  it  is  no  renroaili  to  Mi i ton  rot  to 
hz»vc  overcome,  brcaulc  rhty  are  in  tW 
ov/ii  nature  i-.;lipcrablc}  but  ajpiinft 
which  he  has  tlruri^led  with  fo  much 
Hrt  and  fliileenc?,  th:i  he  may  at  Itaft 
l>e  f?id  to  '  I'vcdcfcrvcdfuccti's. 

The  h'";amctcr  of  the  ancients  may 
be  confidorecl  as  cw. lifting  of  fifteen 
fyllyb"  s,  lo  mclcdioufly  difpofed,  that 
as  (.very  one  knuws  who  has  examined 
thr  jioeiical  authors,  vcr.-  pleafuig  and 
fcnorouA  Wrick  meafun-s  are  formed 
frcm  t!itr  fra^jnients  of  the  hcroick.  It 
is,  indcid,  fcavce  pofF.'^le  to  break  them 
in  f'.ich  a  mrinnrrbut  th.it  ihucnias  itiam 
ai/)eHi  rnembra  fcit.rj  Jbme  haiTnony 
v-ili  iLill  remain,  and  tiie  due  projwrtions 
of  found  will  always  be  difccvcred. 
Tills  n't'ifun"  il'.erefore  allowed  great 
Variety  cf  panics,  and  great  liberties  of 
conr.ec^ing  one  vtrle  with  another,  be- 
ciuit  whcievertlic  line  was  interrupttdt 
c:il;er  p.irt  fmjjly  was  mufical.  But  the 
ancients  fccm  to  have  confined  this  pri- 
vil.'jTc  lohcusmetcrs;  for  in  their  other 
meafures,  though  longer  than  die  Eng- 
liui  hvioick,  thi.fe  who  wrote  af »r  t nc 
rctlntmtiii«  of  vtrfification,  venture  lb 
fijlaom  lo  clv-ingc  their  paufcs,  that  every 
v:Li-iation  mny  be  i*':p|K)ll:d  rather  acom- 
pli?.nce  vviih  iiu'cAay  than  the  choice  of 
i.i<'»:":nent. 
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iouts  of  9L  meafure  not  ytrj 
»uft  in  the  utmoft  peri'c^ioiij 
:  parts,  therefore,  into  which  it 
:  fomctiines  broken  by  pnufes, 
langer  of  lofing  the  very  form 
This  has»  perhaps,  notwith- 
all  his  care,  fometirocs  hap- 

innony  is  the  end  of  poetical 

>  no  part  of  a  rtrCc  ougnt  to  be 
ed  from  the  rrft  as  not  to  re- 
.  more  harmonious  than  profe^ 
rvv,  by  the  difpoiition  of  the 
at  it  is  part  of  a  vcrfe.  This 
e  old  hexameter  might  be  eafi- 
ed,  but  in  Englifli  will  very 
y  be  in  danger  of  violation;  for 
and  regularity  of  accents  can- 
be  perceived  m  a  fucccflion  of 
m  three  fyllables,  which  will 
he  £ngli(h  poet  to  only  five 
r  being  luppofed  that,  when  he 
>ne  lintt  with  another,  he  fliould 
te  a  full  paufe  at  Icfs  diftance 
of  three  fyllables  from  the  be- 
T  end  of  a  verfe. 

liis  rule  ihould  be  univerfally 
'pen£ibly  eftabli(hed,  perhaps 
:  granted;  fomething  may  be 

>  variety,  and  fomething  to  the 
I  of  the  numbers  to  the  liibjc6l} 
I  be  found  generally  neced'ary^ 
tr  will  feldom  fail  to  fuiier  by 

^hen  a  fingle  fyllable  is  ait  off 
reft,  it  mull  cither  be  united  to 
ith  which  the  fenfc  conne£ls 
funded  alone.  If  it  be  united 
a-  line,  it  coiTupts  it's  har- 
disjoined,  it  muit  (land  alone, 
Tgard  to  mufick  be  furpciflu- 
here  is  no  harmony  in  a  fingle 
caufc  it  has  no  proportion  to 


aoj 


rocntes  aufterely  talk, 

t  impure  what  God  dccJsret 

.oBiiBaads  to  fomcy  kavct  free  to 


wo  fyllahl^  likewiie  are  ab- 
wn  the  reft,  they  evidently 
ailgcitie  ibunds  to  make  then) 
s. 


To  re-fulote  the  world  with  facred  light     « 
Leucochea  wak'd. 

He  ended,  and  the  fun  gave  fignal  hifb 
To  the  bright  minifter  ch«c  watch 'dt  he  h/cv 
Hit  trumpet* 

Firft  in  tbeeaft  his  gtorioas  lamp  was  (otiu 
Regent  of  day  5  and  all  th'  horizon  round 
Inveiled  with  b  ighc  rays,  jocund  to  ^ua 
His  longitude  through  hcav*n*t  high  road} 

tht  gray 
Dawn,  and  the  Pleiades,  before  him  dane*d9 
Shedding  fweet  influence. 

The  fame  dcfeft  is  perceived  in  the 
following  line,  where  the  paufe  is  at  the 
fecond  fyllable  from  the  beginning.  . 

The  race 
or  that  w'lld  rout  that  tore  the  Thracian  bard 
In  Hhodt^pe,  where  woods  and  rocks  had  cart 
To  rapture,  *t)ll  the  favage  danioar  droAn*d 
Both  harp  and  voice;  nor  could  the  mufe  defend 
Her  Jon.  So  fail  not  thov,  who  thee  1  irplores. 

When  the  ptrofc  falls  upon  the  third 
fyllable  or  the  feventh,  the  harmony  is 
better  preferved;  but  as  the  third  and  . 
feventh  arc  weak  lyUables,  the  period 
leaves  the  ear  imfatisficd,  and  in  expec- 
tation  of  the  remaining  part  of  the  verfc 

He,  with  his  bonid  crew. 
Lay  vanqui(h*d,  rolling  in  the  fifty  gulph. 
Confounded  chough  Immoviai*  But  bis  doom 
Referv'd  him  to  more  %vratb  j  for  now  Um 

thought 
Both  of  loft  happinefs  and  lading  pain 
Torments  bim» 

God         Mth  frtquent  intercoarili. 
Thither  will  fend  his  winged  meflengers 
On  errands  of  fupemal  grace.     So  lan( 
The  glorious  train  afccndinj* 


t  wakeful  tbaa  to  drovee* 
Ml  .Arcadiaa  pipe^  che  paft'ral 


It  may  be,  I  think,  eiUbliflied  as  a 
rule,  that  a  pauie  which  concludes  x 
period  ihould  be  made  for  the  mdll  part 
upon  a  ftrone  fyllable,  as  the  fourth  and 
fucth ;  but  thoic  paufcs  which  only,  fy- 
fpend  the  fenfe  may  be  placed  upon  jie 
weaker.  Thus  the  reft  in  the  third  litie 
of  the  firft  paflage  fatisfies  the  ear  better* 
than  in  the  fourth,  and  the  clofe  of  th^ 
fccond  quotation  better  than  of  the  third* 

The  evil  fcon 
Drawn  back,  redounded  (as  a  flood)  onthoit 
From  whom  it^rviif  {  impoifiblc  to  mix 
With  blejfedmeju 

IfOp  overgrowny  oi  pTunct  oc  ^^xtA^  ok  V^> 
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6nr  nigfit  or  two  vritk  wanton  growth  derides^ 
Tending  to  wild. 

The  paths  and  bow'rs  doubt  not  but  our 
joint  hands 
Will  keep  from  wildemefs  with  cafe  as  wide 
As  we  neeJ  walk,  till  younger  hands  ere  long 
Aflift  Ui, 

The  reft  in  the  fifth  place  has  the  fame 
inconvenience  as  in  the  feventh  and  third, 
that  the  fyllable  is  weak. 

Beaft  now  with  beaft  *gan  war,  and  fowl  with 

fowl. 
And  fi(h  with  fiHiito  grazethe  herb  all  leaving, 
Devoured  each  other:  nor  (lood  much  in  awe 
Of  man,  but  fled  bim^  or  with  countenance 

grim, 
Clar*d  on  blm  pafsi^^. 

The  nobleft  and  moll  majeftick  paufcs 
which  our  verfification  admits,  are  ufjon 
the  fourth  and  (ixth  fyllablcs;  which 
are  both  (Irongly  founded  in  a  pure  and 
regular  verfe,  and  at  either  of  which  the 
line  is  Co  divided,  that  both  members 
participate  of  harmony. 

But  now  at  laft  the  facrcd  influence 
Of  light  aftpearsy  and  from  the  walls  of  heav*o 
Shoots  far  into  the  bofom  of  dim  night 
A  glimmering  dawn:  here  nature  firlfl  begins 
Her  fartheft  verge,  and  chaos  to  retire. 

But  far  aSovc  all  other*,  if  I  can  give 
any  credit  to  my  own  ear,  is  the  reft  upon 


the  fixth  fyllable,  which  tuking  in  a  comi 
plete  com'pafs  of  found,  fuch  as  is  fufB- 
cient  to  conftitute  one  of  our  lyrick  ma- 
fures,  makes  a  full  and  folemn  clofe. 
Some  pafTaees  which  conclude  at  this 
ftop,  I  could  never  read  without  fome 
ftrong  emotions  of  delight  or  admiratioiL 

Before  the  hills  appeared,  or  fbontain  flowed, 
Thou  with  the  eternal  wifdnm  didft  cooveifei 
Wifdom  thy  fifter}  and  with  her  didft  pity 
In  prtfence  of  the  Almighty  Father,  pkai*d 
With  thy  celediat  fcng. 

Or  other  worlds  they  feein*dy  or  happy  ifles. 
Like  thcfe  Hefperian  gardens  famM  of  old; 
Fortunate  fields,  and  groves,and  flow*ry  valei. 
Thrice  happy  ifles '  But  who  dwelthappytbot, 
He  ftaid  not  to  in^ifirr. 

He  blew 
His  trumpet,  heard  in  Oreh  fince,  perhaps 
When  God  defcendedj    and,  pniiaps,  ooct 

more 
To  found  at  general  doom* 

If  the  poetry  of  Milton  be  examioed, 
with  regard  to  the  paufes  and  flow  of 
his  veries  into  each  other,  it  will  appear, 
that  he  has  perfonned  all  that  our  lan- 
guage would  admit;  and  the  compari- 
fon  of  his  numbers  with  thofe  who  nave 
cultivated  the  fame  manner  of  wntinf^ 
will  fhow  that  he  excelled  as  mudi  in  thf 
lower  as  the  higher  parts  of  his  art,  and 
that  his  (kill  in  harmony  was  not  kill 
than  his  invention  or  his  learning. 
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DULCIS  INIXVBRTXS  CULTVRA  POTENTIS  AMICI, 
XXriRTUS    MCTUXT* 


Hoi. 


TO  COURT  THE  GRIAT  ONES,  AND  TO  SOOTH  THEIR   rRlDEy 

SBCMS  A   SWEET  TASK  TO  THOSE   THAT  NEVER  TKXED; 

BUT  THOSE  THAT  HAVE,  KNOW  WILL  THAT  DANG£R*S  KBAS. 


TH  E  Sciences  having  long  feen  their 
votaries  labouring  for  the  benefit 
of  mankind  without  reward,  put  up  their 
petition  to  Jupiter  for  a  more  equitable 
diftribution  of  riches  and  honours,  Jt}-, 
piter  was  moved  at  their  complaints, 
and  touched  with  the  approaclung  mi- 
mics of  men;  whom  the  Sciences,  wea-. 
ricd  with  perpetual  ingratitude,  were  now 
threatening  to  forfakc;  and  'vvho  would 
have  Iicen  reduced  by  their  departure  to 
ft:cd  ia  dens  upon  the  maft  ot  trees,  to 
punt  tbeirpny  ia  deiafts,  and  to  ^\Qx 


Creech. 

under  the  paws  of  animals  ftronger  ani 
fiercer  than  themfelves, 

A  fynod  of  the  ccleftials  was  dieie- 
fore  convened,  in  which  it  was  refolvcd, 
that  Patronage  (hould  deiccnd  to  die 
fAftance  of  the  Sciences.  Patronage 
was  the  daughter  of  Aflrca»  by  a  mor- 
tal father,  and  had  been  educated  in  the 
fchool  of  Truth,  by  th^  goddeflb» 
whom  (he  was  now  appointed  to  proteA. 
She  had  from  her  motner  that  fteiitf  vf 
af^efl,  which  ftruck  terror  intoiiUenie- 
m*.  ami  ixc»mVu  vs^iftx^  ^balL  refttti' 
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sade  her  only  acceffible  to  thofe 
le  Sciences  brought  into  her  pre- 

ame  down,  with  the  general  ac- 
m  of  all  the  powers  that  favour 
;.  Hope  danced  before  her,  and 
ty  flood  at  her  tide,  ready  to 
by  her  dircflion  the  gifts  which 
,  who  followed  her,  was  com- 
Co  fupply.  As  ihe  advanced 
Parnaflus,  the  cloud  which  had 
ng  over  it,  was  immediately  dif- 
Thc  Ihades,  before  withered 
wght,  fpi-ead  their  original  ver- 
id  the  flowers  that  had  languished 
ilneis  brightened  their  colours, 
igorated  their  fcent^ ;  the  Mules 
eir  harps  and  exerted  their  voices; 
the  concert  of  nature  welcomed 
ral. 

'amaflus  fhe  fixed  her  refiJence, 
ace  railed  by  the  Sciences,  and 
with  whatever  could  delight  the 
rate  the  imagination,  or  enlarge 
urllanding.  Here  Hie  difperfcd 
of  Fortune  with  the  impartiality 
e,  and  the  diicernment  of  Truth* 
e  ftood  always  open,  and  Hope 
e  portal,  inviting  to  entrance  all 
iie  Sciences  numbered  in  their 
rhe  court  was  therefore  thronged 
lumerable  multitudes,  of  whom, 
many  returned  dilappointed,  fel- 
ly  had  confidence  to  complain  ; 
anage  was  known  to  neglect  few, 
want  of  the  due  claims  to  her 
Thofe,  therefore,  who  had  fo- 
^  favour  without  fuccefs,  ge- 
withdrew  from  publick  notice) 
ler  diverted  their  attention  to 
employments,  or  endeavoured  to 
their  deficiencies  by  cloCcr  ap- 
1. 

mc,  however,  the  number  of 
lo  had  mi fca tried  in  their  pre- 
grew  fo  great,  that  they  became 
tmcd  of  their  rcpulfes;  and  in- 
'  hiding  their  diikrace  in  retire- 
.cgan  to  befieec  the  gates  of  the 
ind  obftru6l  the  entrance  of  fuch 
tlvought  likely  to  be  more  ca- 
The  dccifions  of  Patronage, 
I  but  half  a  goddefs,  had  been 
et  erroneous;  and  though  (he 
oade  haile  to  reAify  her  milbkes, 
(Uoces  of  her  fallibility  encou- 
cry  one  to  appeal  from  her  judg. 
I  hit  own  and  that  of  his  com- 
,  who  are  alwayi  ready  to  cla« 
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mour  in  the  common*  cnufe,  and  elals 
each  other  with  reciprocal  applaufe. . 

Hope  was  a  fteady  friend  to  the  dif- 
appointcd,  and  Impudence  incited  them 
to  accept  a  fccond  invitation,  and  lay 
their  claim  agiiin  before  Patronage.  They 
were  again,  for  the  moil  part,  lent  bacK 
with  ignominy,  but  found  Hope  not 
^lienated,  and  Impudence  more  refo- 
lutely  zealous ;  they  therefore  contrived 
new  expedients,  and  hoped  at  lall  to  pre- 
vail by  their  multitudes  which  were  al- 
ways mcrcaiing,  and  their  perfeverance 
which  Hope  and  Impudence  rorbad  them 
to  relax. 

Patronage  having  been  long  a  ftranrar 
to  the  heavenly  afiembiies,  began  to  de- 
generate towaitls  teiTellrial  nature,  and 
forget  the  precepts  of  Juftice  and  Truth. 
Inltead  of  confining  her  friendfiiip  to 
the  Sciences,  (he  fufFercd  herielf ,  by  little 
and  little,  to  contrail  an  acquaintance 
with  Pride,  the  fon  of  Falfdiood,  by 
whofe  embraces  (he  had  two  daughters. 
Flattery  and  Caprice.  Flattery  wis 
nurfed  by  Liberaliry,  and  Caprice  by 
Fortune,  without  anynlTillance  from  the 
lelfons  of  the  Sciences. 

Patronage  began  opcniv  to  adopt  the 
fentiments  and  imitate  tne  manners  of 
her  hulband,  by  whofe  opinion  (he  now 
dire^led  her  decifioiis  with  very  little 
heed  to  the  precepts  of  Truth;  and  as 
her  daughters  continually  gained  upon 
her  afiedLions,  the  Sciences  ioii  their  in* 
fluencc,  till  none  found  much  realon  to 
boaft  of  their  reception,  but  thofe  whom 
Caprice  or  Flattery  conduced  to  her 
throne. 

The  throngs  who  had  fo  long  waited, 
and  ib  often  been  iifmiffed  for  want  of 
recommendation  from  the  Sciences,  were 
delighted  to  fee  the  power  of  thofe  rigo- 
rous gcddelTcs  tending  to  it's  extinftion. 
Their  patroneifes  now  renewed  their  en- 
couragements. Hope  fmJled  at  the  ap- 
proach of  Caprice,  and  Impudence  was 
always  at  hand  to  introduce  ner  clients  to 
Flattery. 

Patronage  hid  flow  lean.ed  to  procure 
herielf  reverence  by  ceremonies  and  for- 
malities, and  inlleid  of  admitting  her 
petitioners  to  an  immediate  audience,  or- 
dered the  antechamber  to  be  erefted, 
called  among  mortals,  the  Hall  cf  Ex- 
pe£laUou»  Into  this  hall  Uie  entrance 
was  eafy  to  thofe  whom  Impudence  h^d 
configned  to  Flatter)',  arl  It  v  as  there- 
fore crowded  with  a  ^rom'vfcMOM^xVvitiTv^^ 
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afleinViW  from  evtry  comer  of  the  cartli, 
I?rct1JT;s:  ft)iwi^:d  wiili  the  iitirii^;}  tnj;'  r- 
ncft  of  del!! e,  and  otjiiattd  wr'i  all  Lhc 
anxieties  or*  competition. 

Thty  entered  iliis  pL*nfral  rr'.rptacic 
with  ardtiiir  and  .ilacrify,  ?.rA  r.:3dc  no 
doubt  of  fpifid/  accrlSj  m^  br  the  ron- 
duft  of  FUtt'.jy,  to  the-  r-"'  >5"-  f  Pa- 
tronsf^e,  lint  it  jtcK-irWly  !i  i;*-;'.:  .fd 
thai  they  wt.v  hcvtr  Uft  :•)  ihi-.i  -.•jit-iiy, 
lor  ih*.- iiirtr  ouo::.  ".-i  .■(..•.-,-; iMti.t.i  la 
C?]>ricr,  v.'hr  o;-..:*.:..  .:.  .  ih.r  livn,  ?s 
it  ic^.aied,  hy  clur.Ki-,  i:;.i  iv".  ::r  .  -rr.d- 
iiiiit«Jwiii».('i:t  iny 'f. '.:■.. ii-.il  ot  -:  -/irc- 
tloii.  Inthwi:.  "i".  .■iii:,  t!.'."  i.Ticiv.hie 
attendants  wac  iifV  to  wcpr  ci.:  thLir 
livts  in  ahtrn:.'tc  cxii:»:^t;nn  jn«l  deiec- 
lion,  dclivLred  up  to  the  lixi-t  *  r  Sul'pi- 
cion,  v/ho  \*-us  uKvays  v.''i:.j>ei;:i;;  into 
their  car  dcfijrns  a;;:*.inlt  ihpin  which  were 
hcvlm-  fonncd,  end  ot"  Envy,  wh(»  dili- 
grntiy  pointed  out  the  gt  otl  f.rLuKC  of 
one  oi-  other  of  lH'T  oinjic-.itors.  In- 
famy flew  round  the  hall,  and  icattcrcd 
mrldcw'S  from  her  winjjs,  wiih  r/hich 
every  one  was  ri.iin;.d;  Kfpiitr*titin  fol- 
krwetl  her  with  llowcr  fli-^ht,  and  en- 
ilcavoured  to  liide  the  bien^lflien  with 
painty  which  was  imniethitcly  bruflied 
iM'3y»  or  iepar.!tetl  of  itfclf,  and  left  the. 
llains  more  viliblv;  nor  were  the  fpots 
of  Infamy  evertrffuced,  b\:t  \vit!i  limpid 
vati.-r  clhifect  by  the  hand  of  Time  from 
a  wtU  vi'hich  I'piung  r.p  bcneuth  the 
tbx'ODC  of  Tniih. 

It  frtqucntiy  happened  that  Scier.co, 
imwiilini^  to  lofc  the  ai.citr.i  piTropit  ve 
vf  recommending  to  Patronage,  would 
kad  her  foilowers  into  the  Hnll  of  Ex* 
pe£iatioH^  but  they  were  foon  difcou- 
lagcd  from  nttcndinp,  for  not  onlyKn- 
f  y  and  Sufpicion  roceflantlv  tormented 
iheni,  but  Impudence  ronp.dered  them 
?5  intruders,  and  incited  Infamy  to 
blacken  them.  They  therefore  quickly 
rctiicdy  hut  ftldom  wit'r.unt  I'omt  i'pots 
which  i!:cy  couhl  fcarcely  waHi  away, 
and  which  fbcwcd  thai  they  had  once 
Willed  in  ihe  Haii  of  Exfeci'ation. 
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The  reft  continued  to  exp.e6l  the  hap* 
py  incnieiit,  at  which  Caprice  ihould 
hiekoi;  them  to  ap^«roachj  and  cihiei- 
\oi:  ed  to  propitiuie  lu:r,  not  with  Ho- 
meiical  liai-movy,  the  iTprelentation  of 
great  anions,  or  the  reciial  of  noble  ien- 
liments,  but  with  foft  and  voluptuous 
m'':cny,  mtermingled  wiih  the  pniles  of 
Patrorj  jj;e  and  1  ride,  by  whom  they  wci^ 
hvnrii  at  once  with  pieafure  and  con- 
tempt. 

Si  me wei-e  indeed  aihnitted  by  Capricea 
when  I  hey  Icafi  cxpe^ed  it,  and  heaped  by 
i-  ificna;;e  with  the  gifts  of  PortUiic,  bur 
(hey  were  from  ilial  time  chained  to  ba 
foot-flool,  and  condemned  to  regulatt 
their  lives  by  her  glances  and  her  nodi | 
they  feemed  pioud  of  their  manacles,  and 
feldom  complained  of  any  dnidgeryf 
however  fcn'ilc,  or  any  affront,  however 
contemptuous  5  yet  they  were  often,  not- 
wjthiLanding  tiieir  obeciience,  Seized  on 
a  iiiddcn  by  Caprice,  divtltcd  of  (heir 
ornaments,  and  thiiiA  back,  into  the 
Hall  of  ExpeSiaiiofi, 

Here  tliey  mingled  again  with  the  ro- 
muit,  and  1 11,  except  a  few  whom  exfc- 
riercc  had  taught  to  fuk  liappinefs  in  the 
regions  of  liberty,  cojitinucd  to  fprnd 
hours,  and  days,  and  years,  courting 
the  fmile  of  Caprice  by  (lie  arts  of  Flat- 
tery j  till  at  length  new  crowds  prelleti 
in  upon  them,  ard  (Irovc  them  forth  at 
different  outlets  into  the  habitations  of 
Pifeafe,  and  Sh<iine,  and  Poverty,  and 
Delpair,  wheix;  Lhcy  pi(fed  the  rell:  of 
their  lives  in  narratives  of  promi(es  and 
breaches  of  faith,  of  joys  and  foirows, 
of  hopes  and  diiappointments. 

The  Sciences,  after  a  thovfand'indig* 
nities,  retired  from  the  palace  of  Patro- 
nage, and  having  long  wandered  over 
the  world  in  grief  and  diftrelii,  were  kd 
at  lall;  to  the  cottage  of  Imiependence, 
the  daughter  of  Fortitude;  where  they 
\verc  taught  hy  Prudence  and  Parfuncny 
to  fupport  themlelves  in  dignity  and 
quiet. 


N'xcn. 
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UNC    MINACl   MURMURF    CORNUUM 
RINGIS   AURES,    JAM    LITUl  STREPUNT. 


Horn. 


:>W  THE  CLARION   S  VOlCK   1  HFAR, 
HDF.ATNIKG  MURMURS    PIF.  RCE   MINE    EAR} 
N    THY    LI  NFS  WITH    BRAZ  F.  N    BPr.ATH 
RUM?£T    SOUNDS  THE  CHARCfi  OF    DEATH. 


long  obfervcd,  that  the 
ity  is  vagiic  uiiil  und:r- 
in  diiierent  minds,  and 
meor;^;«ce.  It  h:is  been 
:o  ul«i  to  fij^nify  thrit 
s  we  know  not  why,  r.nd 
iticn  ot"  which  we  can 
;only  by  the  ccncirrence 
thout  much  ;vv'ver  ot'cn- 
nionupon  outers  i.y  any 
exampie  and  amiiority. 
>  little  rubitil  to  the  exa- 
lafon,  that  rulVh:!!  fup- 
vrl^ic  dcmontlration  be- 
lair.s,  thru  without  inron- 
irdity  wi:  cannot  fpc:  k.  of 
mty. 

the  foiirccs  of  that  vari- 
vhlch  wc  atcrihe  to  the 
ity,  or  to  d  ll-ntr.njjL*  rdl 
I  involved  in  it's  iiiea, 
s,  rrouiic  a  vtry  greit 
of  Arillotle  or  Plato.  It 
D  many  en  It's,  apparent 
y  i»  merely  relative  and 
nat  wc  proroimce  thirg« 
ufc  lhc7  have  (omething 
t,  for  wh'itevcr  renfon,  to 
a  greater  dc;n"ce  than  wc 
domed  to  find  it  in  other 
fame  kind;  and  that  we 
thet  as  our  knowlctlge  in- 
tpropriaie  it  to  higher  cx- 
1  higher  excellence  comes 

c  beauty  of  writing  is  of 
therefore  Uoileau  juftly 
fie  books  which  have  llood 
and  been  admired  through 
which  tl:e  mind  rf  man 
•m  the  various  rcv(>!ntion8 
and  the  prevalence  of  con - 
have  a  rnrttcr  cUim  to  onr 
17  pBodcm  can.boaA,  be- 
coDtinuancc  of  their  rcpUr 
that  they  are  adequate  to 
Lod  agreeable  to  nature. 


Trakcis* 

It  i«4,  however,  the  tafk  of  criticifra 
to  elbiblifh  principles;  to  improve  opi- 
nion into  knowledge;  and  to  diftinguiffi 
thoie  means  of  pleafing  which  depend 
upon  known  caults  and  rational  dc- 
dn^ion,  from  the  namclefs  and  inex- 
plicable elegancies  which  appeal  wholly 
to  the  fancy,  from  which  we  feel  de- 
light, but  know  not  how  tlicy  produce 
it,  and  which  may  well  be  termed  the 
enchantreflcs  of  the  foul.  Criticifm  re- 
duce«  thofe  regions  of  literature  under 
tlie  dominion  of  fciencc,  which  hnnr  hi- 
therto known  only  the  anarchy  of  ii;ni^ 
mnce,  th?;  caprices  of  fhncy,  and  the 
tyranTiy  of  prercription. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  art  of  verCfy- 
ing  fo  much  expofed  to  the  wi^r  of 
imagination  as  t  V  accommodation  of  the 
found  to  the  ienfe,  or  the  reprefentalloti 
of  pirticular  images,  by  the  flow  of  the 
vcric  in  which  they  arc  exprciTed.  Kvery 
fludent  has  innumerable  paiTuges,  in 
which  he,  and  peihaps  he  alone,  dif- 
covcrs  fuch  refcmblanccs;  and  fmce  the 
atrcntion  of  the  "prcfv-nt  riKe  of  poetical 
readers  fecms  partioihrly  Turned  upa4 
this  r|>ecies  of  elegance,  1  (hall  endea- 
vour to  examine  how  miich  thcfe  con- 
foiTTUtics  have  been  oMaved  by  thtj 
pjcts,  or  dirvfted  by  the  tKticks,  ho** 
f:^r  thty  can  be  eftabli(hcd  upon  liattird 
a:\dTearon,  and  on  what  occafions  they 
have  1:ccn  praiufed  by  Milton. 

Homer,  the  father  ^?  all  poetical 
b^'auty,  bar.  bce!\  piirtirubrly  celebrated 
hy  Hionvfius  of  rta^icamamis,  ?is  be  thdty 
of  flh  the  foctj,  fxbibitcd  the  greatefl 
*var'iefy  ofJb:m<i'^  «  For  there  arc,'  fay» 
he,   '  innumerable  padageR,  in  which 

*  length  of  tljv.r,  bulk  of  body,  extremity 

*  of  palTion,  and  flilln^fs  cf  rcpolcj  or, 

*  in-  which,  6n  the  conrtary,  brevity, 

*  Ipc'cd,   and  eagernefs,"  are  r;identlY 

«  inai k«il oiuby the Un\ndo^»Akc ivWiV^Wi:^ 
'  'J'iius  tl'.c  ar.gu'ifli  ant\  (Vow  ^-Ace  viv^v 
'  y/hich  the  blind Po\y;'\\tTi\e  gio^^doMX. 
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affcmbW  from  evtry  corner  of  the  cartli, 
pTcflirr  ihorwnrd  wiih  the  utinoft  eng*r- 
ncfs  of  defiie,  and  agitated  wi»li  ail  the 
anxieties  of  competition. 

They  entered  this  general  i-eceptacie 
with  ardour  and  alacriry,  and  made  no 
doubt  of  fpecdy  accels,  \ir.(icr  the  ron- 
duft  of  Fbtteiy,  to  the  pictmce  f  Pa- 
tronagrt.  But  it  Reneiaily  htipptied 
that  they  vftvxi  here  kft  to  their  cieitLny, 
for  li»c  inner  clooy^  wi^c  ccmniititd  \o 
Ca})ricc,  who  opcnca  u.  i  (ln>t  thrm,  35 
it  iecrr.ed,  hy  chance,  .iiid  lYicctc:  ^r^.d- 
mittcd  without  any  Jettltd  rul:;ot  d  vLirc- 
tioji.  Inihc  ni-an  time,  ti:e  inilcrabie 
attendants  were  kft  to  wear  out  tlicir 
lives  in  alternate  exult  ration  and  detcc- 
fior,  dtlivered  up  to  tl\e  (i>ort  of  Sufpi- 
cioD,  who  was  ilv\'ays  waiiperinsf  into 
Acir  car  defigns  aj^ninft  them  which  were 
never  formed,  and  of  £nvy»  who  dili- 
gently pointed  out  tlie  grod  fcrtur.e  of 
vne  oi*  other  of  their  compeiitors.  In- 
famvflew  round  the  hall,  and  fcattcred 
mrldcws  from  her  wing^,  with  rrhich 
every  one  was  Rained*,  Reputation  fol- 
lowed her  with  flower  iligiit,  and  en- 
deavoured to  hide  the  biemiftiea  Nvith 
p:(int»  which  was  immediately  brufhed 
sw'ay»  or  fepamted  of  itfclf^  and  left  the 
Ibins  more  viiible;  nor  were  the  fpota 
of  Infamy  o'crcflfiaced^  but  with  limpid 
watsr  effuferi  by  the  hand  of  Time  from 
a  well  which  fprung  i:p  beneath  the 
throne  of  Truth, 

It  frequtntiy  happened  that  Science, 
imwilling  to  lofe  the  ancitr.t  prerogat  ve 
of  rcccmmending  to  Patronacre,  would 
lead  her  followers  into  the  Mali  of  Ex-^ 
peSathn^  but  they  were  foon  difcou- 
lagcd  from  attending,  for  not  only  En- 
f  y  and  8ufpicion  incelTantlv  tormented 
them,  but  impudence  conudered  tliem 
94  intruders,  and  incited  Infamy  to 
blacken  them.  They  therefore  quickly 
rctlied,  but  feldom  without  fomc  fpots 
which  they  could  fcarcely  \va(h  away, 
and  which  (hewed  that  they  had  once 
iwuted  in  ihcHail  of  Exfe^at'wt. 
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The  reft  continued  toexp^fl 
py  moment,  at  which  Caprio 
beckon  thcin  to  approach j  ami 
vou.ed  to  propitiate  lier,  not  w 
meiical  lurmo'^.y,  the  reprefeni 
great  anions,  or  the  recital  of  ni 
timents,  but  with  foft  and  vol 
melody,  intermingled  with  the  p 
Paironage  and  I'ride,  by  whom  t 
hvard  at  once  with  pieafure  ai 
tempt. 

Sc  me  were  indeed  admitted  by 
when  they  Icaft  expe^^ed  it,  and  h 
P  jtrona^c  with  the  gifts  of  Port 
(hey  were  from  that  time  chainc 
foot-ftool,  and  condemned  to 
their  lives  by  her  glances  and  h 
they  fcemed  proud  of  tlieir  nuu»ai 
feldom  complained  of  any  di 
however  fti^vilc,  or  any  affront, 
contcnjptuous  j  yet  they  were  ofi 
with  (landing  tlteir  obedience,  i 
a  fudden  by  Caprice,  divcftcd 
ornaments,  and  thi-uil  back 
Hall  of  ExpeSiation . 

Here  they  mmgled  agx'n  witl 
mult,  and  ill,  except  a  few  who 
riencc  had  taught  to  ieek  happirt 
regions  of  liberty,  coritimied  \ 
hours,  and  days,  and  veai's,  • 
the  fmile  of  Caprice  by  the  arts 
icryj  till  at  length  new  crowd 
in  upon  them,  and  tlrove  them 
different  outlets  into  the  habits 
Piieafe,  ar^  Shame,  and  Pova 
DcTpair,  whcix!  they  paffed  the 
tlicir  lives  in  narratives  of  prom 
breaches  of  faith,  of  joys  and  1 
of  hopes  and  difappointments. 

The  Sciences,  after  a  thoufan 
nitics,  retired  from  the  palace  o 
nage,  and  having  longwandei 
the  world  in  grief  and  diftrefs,  • 
at  hit  to  the  cottage  of  Indep< 
the  daughter  of  Fortitude;  wh 
were  taught  hy  Prudence  and  Pa 
to  fupport  themlelves  in  dign 
quiet. 
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Ho«. 


LOI    NOW  THE  clarion's  VOICE   I  HFAF, 

it's  thwfatmng  mukmurs  pif.rce  mine  ear} 

A?  D   IN    THY    LINF8  WITH   BRArr.N    r.yr.ATH 
THB  TKUMPCT   SOUNDS  TH£  CKARCK  OF   DEATH. 


IT  hat  been  long  ohf^rvaU  that  the 
jAn  of  beauty  ia  vagiic  auti  uiiiU- 
fiacd,  iliflfcrent  in  diHTerenr  minds,  snd 
div-crfifiefl  by  time  or  pi.cr.  It  h:is  In-en 
1  tsrm  hitherto  uk-H  to  fignify  th:it 
«hii:h  plenff  ti  us  we  know  not  why,  r.nd 
in  our  cpprohation  of  which  wc  can 
jnitify  ourl'elvcsonly  by  tlie  concMrrence 
•f  Dumlieiii,  without  much  T>'.'ver  nFen- 
fnrcing  our  opinion  upon  ouier«  I  y  any 
arpumcnS  but  tx:«npie  and  authority. 
It  is,  indeed,  fo  little  lubicil  to  the  cxa- 
miiuitions  of  reafon,  ilmt  PyLlVhul  fup- 
}9ki  it  to  end  wlurixr  demon itration  be- 
gin!i,  and  m?.:ntair.s,  thnt  without  in^on- 
gniity  and  abl'urdity  wc  cnnnot  fpe;:k  of 
IKfiutrUal  beauty. 

To  trace  all  the  fomccs  of  that  vari- 
ous plcafurc  which  wc  aicrihe  to  the 
•flncy  of  beauty,  or  to  diint-nplu*  :l11 
the  perceptions  involved  in  it's  idci, 
ti-muH,  perhaps,  n^,uiir  a  vrry  grtit 
fut  of  the  life  of  Aritlotlc  or  Plato.  It 
w,  however,  in  many  cafes,  anpa»ient 
tiutthis  quality  i»  nwrely  i  dative  ami 
comparative;  tnat  we  pr«;roimcc  things 
beautiful  bccaufe  they  have  fiimrthinj 
which  we  agrrfe,  for  whitrvsr  rcifon,  to 
«ll  beauty,  in  a  greater  decree  than  wc 
have  been  accullomcd  to  fi  ml  it  in  oth^r 
things  of  the  fame  kind;  and  that  wt? 
tnnifer  the  epithet  as  our  knowlcilc^e  in- 
nnics  aind  appropriate  it  tu  hij^rhcr  ex- 
cellence, wIku  higher  excellence  comes 
within  our  view* 

Much  of  the  b«ranty  of  writing  is  of 
tVskind;  and  therefore  Boileau  jiiftl? 
■rartts,  that  the  hooks  whirh  have  itoo.l 
Iteftof  time,  and  been  a'imi red  through 
I  the  chunpes  which  tl;c  mind  cf  man 
A4  fii&rrd  from  the  varic  u*:  rcvfilutions 
cf  knowledge,  and  the  T>revalcncc  of  con- 
trary cuftomni  have  a  iKttcr  claim  to  otii* 
Rgard  thsii  2Xiy  modern  can. boa (1,  he- 
cafje  tbe'lme  coiitinu;incc  of  their  rcpUr 
^n  proves  that  thty  arc  adequate  to 
fvficaJdes,  said  ngrtcMc  to  nature. 


It  i«i. 


Traxcis. 
however,  the  talk  of  critic'fra 


to  elt:J)lilh  principles;  to  improve  opi- 
n«or.  into  knowlH;^;  ar.d  to  diltinguifli 
tholl-  'T-eans  of  rler.iins^  which  depend 
upon  known  c:iu:*s  and  rational  cte- 
dtifl'.on,  from  ihc  r.:MTi:l;;rs  and  intx- 
plicablc  clej,:inc''''s  N^hich  appeal  wholly 
to  the  fnr.cy,  from  which  we  feel  de- 
li S';ht.  but  K-now  jiot  how  t*icv  produce 
it,  and  which  may  well  be  tenned  the 
enchantrtflcs  of  the  IbuJ.  Criticifm  i^e- 
duces  thole  regions  of  literature  imdcr 
tlie  dominion  cf  frienr^-,  which  bin;  hi- 
tlurto  known  only  the  nnarchy  of  it-no- 
nnce,  thx;  caprices  of  fjncy,  and  the 
tynnny  cf  pielcripi'on. 

ThL-rc  is  noihm;;  in  the  art  of  vciCfy- 
i".c:  To  much  exposed  to  the  TX)*rcr  of 
i:iiap:inai»cn  as  ilv  accommo  JiUicn  of  the 
i'.nind  to  the  fenfc,  or  ?h»^  reprffenialioa 
of  p.itici:l:irlm.'igwf5,  by  the  flow  of  the 
vtTiL  in  which  thc-y  ;iicexpiciTc<l.  Kve;y 
fludent  has  irmmnTulile  paiTages,  ia 
v'hich  he,  and  peih.ips  h.-  abiir,  dif- 
covlts  iviLh  ivlcmhlaT^cc.-;  r;nd  llncc  the 
atrmrion  of  Ihc  prefv-nt  r.K-t  of  pri^rical 
rcp.dei-s  I'ocms  purtirMhily  T:imrd  upoA 
this  IJK'oics  of  elegance,  I  OrnU  endea- 
vour t.->  rx:un!iv:  Iiow  miiil:  thcfe  con- 
fiiiriitics  have  hccn  n;^l!:ivid  by  the 
p«i?,  or  liirciled  by  thv  ctiticks,  ho'.r 
f:'.r  th'.y  can  be  tftjlilKhcd  upon  liatmie 
n:^d  reafon,  *nd  on  what  occafions  the j 
l:avo  ^  sxn  pra^tifed  by  M'lton. 

ll«>!nv.r,  the  fatl'.wT  pf  all  poetirial 
b'.-piiry,  !i:i';  hct'M  }):irti.M.l.iriy  cclebrPt*»d 
by  iJi.inylUis  rtf  iiniicarnaiuis,  is  he  tbnty 
of  fltt  the  portj,  (xl'i/>i\'.i  the  f^reatefi 
'vnricfy  cf/ojiUi  «  Kor  tliric  arc,'  fay* 
he,    ♦  innutncrjhlc  palTxii^s,  in  which 

*  kngrln*f  liiv.j,  bulk  ol  i).>'.l\', extremity 

*  of  paifion,  :muI  f^lihu-f?  of  repolcj  or, 

*  in  which.  On  the  cor.nary,  bicvitv, 

*  !;K\d,   and  esi^'eipefs,    ar-i   c%idcntl^ 

*  nimkct!  o\ubyt'r.tio-\x\dc^'>ie^N\\TS&\»iv 

'  Th'js  the  av.j:vui\\  avxA  ^o\\  y\«*e  nm\^ 
'  y.hivrii  th*:  bVir.«\  P^'.-'/^.'-wt  ^\ovKi^o>iX. 
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*  with  his  hanrjs  the  fnlrani:c  of  hij^  cave, 

*  arc  jicrccivcd  intht-cadincc  of  the  vcr- 

*  fcs  which  dcl'crihe  ir. 

Meantime  the  ryr/'-^raginj;  with  hiswounJ, 
Spreads  hU  wide  arni&,   and  fcaiwacs  lojod 
and  round. 

Po?E. 

The  critick  then  proceeds  to  Ih^w, 
that  the  efforts  of  Achilles  ftnigditiR  in 
bn  ;irm«ur  a;raini^  the  cui/ent  of  a  riTer, 
ibmetimeft  refifting  ai.d  lojneiimcs  yield- 
ing, may  be  perceived  in  the  tlifions  of 
die  fyllables,  the  flow  lucreilion  of  the 
feet,  and  the  ftrengtii  oiHit  cQiifonanis. 

So  oft  the  fur^,  in  watry  mcuntains  fprtaj. 
Deats  on  his  back,  or  bunU  upon  hi»  head» 
Yet  dauntlrfs  Aill  the  adveife  flood  be  I>r4ve», 
AndftiU  indignant  bounds  above  the  wavi  s. 
Tir*d  by  tiie  c.dcs,  his  knees  relax  with  toilj 
Waib  dVrom  beneath  bUn^QiuCtche  dim)  ibil. 

Popr. 

When  Homer  describes  the  crufii  of 
men  daihed  a;;ain(l  a  rock,  he  coUefls 
the  mod  unplcafiog  and  harfh  founds. 

Jit  H  ovx ,'**;>' »« r  ^r^  tfituX«»«< vsrl  yum 

■  H''»  Woody  hand 

Snatch'd  two,  urikappy!  of  my  Inartia)  hand, 
And  daflrd  iii.edogs  iigainii  the  flony  fltjor: 
The  pavement  i'w'itM  with  braiito  and  ming- 
led goie* 

Pop  I. 

And  when  he  would  place  before  the 
eyes  fomething  ditadful  and  aftonifliin^, 
he  makes  choice  of  the  ftroa|;eft  vowels, 
and  the  letters  of  moft  diflicult  nttci  - 


Tremendous  Gorgon  frowned  upon  it's  field. 
And  circling  tetror&^^d  ch*  cxpae^ve  fhield. 

Port- 

Many  other  examples  Dionyfiirs  pro- 
duces] Ktit  theie  win  fufficiently  Uicw, 
shat  cither  he  W2S  fjccifj),  or  we  have 


Jort  the  genuine  pronunclai 
know  not  whethrr,  in  any  < 
inllances,  fuch  (iixvilitiHlc  ca 
vered.  It  fecms,  indeed,  pt 
the  veneration  wirh  which  J 
read ,  produced  many  fu^ipofki 
tirs;  for  though  it  is  ceriaij 
fmmd  of  many  of  his  veries 
corrcfpcmds  %vjth  the  things 
yet  when  the  force  of  his  ir 
which  gnve  hijn  full  poflefYio 
chjif^,  is  confidejed,  togeth 
fl'jxihilityof  his  language,  o 
fyllahlts  mi^ht  be  often  co 
dilated  at  picufure,  it  will  fee 
t'ut  fuc-h  conformity  fhould 
frequ'-'itiy  ev;rn  without  dcfi^ 
It  is  not  how:;vcrto  be  doi 
Virgil,  who  \rrote  amidf^  t! 
criticil'm,  and  who  owed  fo  i 
fiircffs  to  art  and  labow,  eii 
an.»  T  orhercxTWenrics,  to< 
fur-iliui^r-,  f. or  his  he  hccn 
in  ih.s  than  in  iIk'  other  grzc 
fication.  This  felicity  of  hi 
was,  at  the  revival  of  leai-n-r 
ed  with  frrear  cirgancc  by  V 
Art  of  Poetry. 

Haud  fatU  eft  ilia  •t.'unjuecltmde 
Cmma  j'ed  numcris  vccum  concert 
AtquejoTtG  qvacunqut  canurt'tKtitt 
yerhorym  facie  t  ct  qu^fito  ccrwri; 
17 J m  dnrrfs    pus   ^f  n,duti  d, 

H:c  v:eli . r  motu fur  ffdum^  et  pet 
J^UIii-v'um  tacit 3  hfjuprr  Itvia 
lilt  Mutem  mtmhns^  ac  trult  i^9ax 
Jnccd^t  tardo  molimlncjuijuiendo. 


Ec:e  aliquMJubu  egreru  fulchn 
Cm  Uttum  mcvikrli  Vmui  ntmib 

tunm* 
Centra  altus  fudisj  infcrmes  often. 
Hirfutumque  jifptrcUliiwr,  oc  eavd 
Jmgraius  vifuj  n'ltu  ilia  tabiHf  ij 
Ergo  uhi  jam  run^t^e  fpumas  fiJis 
Jneukkere  M«iri,  videas  jfitmare  r 
Com/Mffum  remltj  nftrijque  ftridn 
Tunc   longe  faU  Jaxa  jom*m,    ti 

mentis 
Jneipiuut  agitata  tumffcert;  litt» 
JlliavHt  raui  o,  a:  que  nfraff^  mH| 
jidjecfwiosf  eumulc  inj^quiiur  ptM 

wtcns  M 
Cum  vera  ex  ahojpecuUttt  c^trnl 
hefiiitiM  wnremjia/^m, flacid^qwi 
Lahitvr  vmfia^-adiufbies,  not  at  t 
ferha  eriam  re?  ex'ig^tos  aaguftaj 
Jnp*  muffue  fuvant  ingentta:  etitti 
fafta  diteui,  vuiiMs  immfwa,  fn 
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nmcwthrtrtm  artus,  magna  ajfa  la- 

leojfi^'id  geritur  m:.rimine  magna, 
ram,  et  panter  tecum  qucque  ijcrba 
ihcrem^ 

feu  quando  vi  mult  a  gt^ba  coaiiU 
a  frangenda  bidtntilut,  aquon  feu 
•urn 

velatarum  tbvertimus  anr:rnarum» 
fifuer'tt  damno,  pripetarejubeho.' 
\i  cava  (Xtuhrit  tnala  ^ipcra  terrj^ 
wait  cape  faxu  mjnu,  capi  robora, 
'taficfy 

ijlamm*is,  dare  feh,  rtp.'Ilite  prjlcm. 
nverjui  ruaty  in  pracepfjue  fcratur, 
cum  prifcip'ttam  ru'it  Ocean:  ncXy 
per: u/fr  s grainter procumb'it bum: bos , 
et'iem  requies  rebus  datur,  ipjj  quoque 
ultra 

paultfper  curfu  cejTitrc  vidrbis 
intcrrupta:  quurur.t  cum  frcta  pcntif 
n  aur^pbfucre^quiefccreprvtinus  ipfum 
frltf  mediifque  mcapt i i  fijl^re  •verfum . 
camffcnior  cum  telum  mbcllefine  xclu 
tsjacitt  et  difeclis  inr'ibus  d'gerf 
uoque  turn  verfus  fegni  parifer  pedc 
langtiet: 

bchct^frlgenteffccTa  in  corpore  fires, 
tuttm  jwvcnem  deceat  prorumpcre  in 
arce^f 

e  dimos,  prdtfra^aque  quadrvptdan- 
turn 

peSforibus  perrumpercjjicrnere  turrcs 
,  totoquCf  firum  darefuncra  campo, 

not  enough  his  verfcs  to  complete, 
uie,  number,  ur  dctcrmin'd  feet, 
proportioned  terms  he  muildifpcnfei 
rice  the  found  a  pidlure  of  the  fenfej 
Tcfpondent  words  cxadlly  frame, 
»lc,  the   features,  and  the  mien  the 
fame. 

ipid  feet  and  wings,  without  delay, 
rifely  flies,  and  fmoothlyHcims  awjy; 
ooms  with  youth  and  beauty  in  his 
faccy 

•nut  breathes  on  ev^ry  limb  a  grace; 
>f  rude  form,  his  uncouth  members 
fiiowt, 

horrible^  and  frowns  with  his  rough 
brows  3 

nftrous  tail  in  many  a  fold  and  wind, 
imws  axid  vaft,  curls  up  behind; 
;  the  image  and  the  lines  appear, 
>  the  eye,  anv-^  frigl.tful  Co  the  ear. 
CO  the  failors  ft.rer  the  pond  >ous  (hips, 
Might  ^*^  brazen  beaks,  the  foamy 


«nt  00  the  main  that  roars  aroand, 

\k  the  labViiig  oart  the  waves 

lound} 

tNvt  %Hde  echoing  thro*  the  dark 

Mofbnnd* 

:ie«d  call  each  6iAzntroek  replies} 

'  the^mm  the  towYtog  (urges  rifc^ 


hd,-| 

ark 


While  the  hoarfe  ocean  beats  the  founding 

(hare, 
Dafh*d  from  the  ftrand,  the  flying  waters  roar. 
Flaih  at  the  (hock,  nnd  gath'rirg  in  a  heap, 
The  liquid  mountains  rife,  and  over-hang  ths 

deep. 
But  when  blue  Neptune  from  h*s  c^r  fiirveys. 
And  c.Ui  s  at  one  rrgard  the  rjging  leas, 
Strctch'd  like  a  I'Caceful  like  the  deep  fub- 

fide3, 
And  the  pitched  vcflel  o'er  he  furface  glides. 
When  thirgs  arc  fmali,  the  terms  fliould  ftill 

be  h-j 
For  low  words  pleafc  u$,when  the  themei  slow, 
Butwhrn  fome  ciant,  horrible  and  grim, 
Enormous  in  hi*  gait,  and  vaft  in  ev  ry  limb. 
Stalks  tow'ring  oiij  the  iwclling  words  muft 

rife 
In  juft  proportion  to  the  roonfter's  fife. 
U  fomc  large  weigiit  his  huge  arms  ftrive  to 

fliove. 
The  verfe  too  labours;  the  throng'd  words 

fcarce  move. 
When  each  itifTclod  beneath  the  ponderous 

plough 
Crumbles  and  breaks,  th*  cncumber'd  lines 

muft  flow. 
Norlefs,  when  pilo  s  catch  the  friendly  gales, 
Unfuil  their   flirouds,  and  hoift  the  wide- 

ftrctch'a  fails. 
But  if  the  poem  fuflcrs  from  delay. 
Let  the  lines  fly  precipitat-  away; 
And  when  the  viper  iff  es from  the  brake. 
Be  quick ;  with  floncs,  and  brands,  and 

Are,  attack 
His  rifingcrcft,  and  drive  the ferpeat  back. 
When  night  dclccnds,  or  flunn'd  by  num'rons 

ftrokcs, 
And  groaning,  to  the  earth  drops  the  vaflox; 
The  line  too  finks  with  corrcfpondent  found. 
Flat  with  \  he  fi:eer,and  headlongto  the  ground . 
When  the  wild  waves  fubfide,  and  tempeits 

ce.ife. 
And  hu(h  rhe  roarings  of  the  fea  to  peace; 
So  oft  we  fre  the  interruptt:d  f>rain 
Stopp'd  in  the  mid  ft— and  with  the  fil< 

main 
Paufe  for  a  fpace— at  laft  it  glides  agair 
When  Priam  ftrains  his  aged  arms,  to  throw 
His  unavailing  javMine  at  the  foe; 
(His  blood  con^eard,   and  ev>y  ncrvt  un- 

ftrung)  • 

Then  with  the  theme  complies  the  artful  fong; , 
Like  hi;Tj,  the  folitary  numbers  flow. 
Weak,  trembling,  melanchniy,  ftiff,  and  flow. 
Not  fo  young  Pyrrhus,  w  o  with  rapid  force 
Beats  down  embattled  armies  in  hiscourfc. 
The  raging  youth  on  tremblir-.g  Hi  m  falls, 
Burftshcrftrong  gates,   and  ih.ikes  her  lofty 

wall.T; 
Provokes  his  flying  courferti  the  fpeed, 
In  full  career  to  charge  the  waiiike  ftced: 
He  piles  the  field  with  mounumc^  cf  tl\«.(lvtv\ 
He  pours,  he  (lotrnt^  V\c  xivuu^in  ^V.xa  xXvr. 
plain,  V\Ti. 


] 


pca(;c, 

filent  f 

ain.   J 
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V'.T:r\  the  Itnli.m  f^nvlcr*;  Po^v  IIv.ms 
lij  h  ivc  ti'aiu,)hnij<l  t'.-.is  flower,  iiji? 
•growth  of  happi^T  cliniaus,  \n\ri  .\  (.»[ 
h':s  mlaptcd  ro  it's  n:Uinv,  i^Sid  Ic/sfa- 
vc'Uiubk  to  it's  incrcai'c. 

Soft  is  the  drain  when  7ppl»yr  gently  blows, 
And  the  fnio')tii  ftrcahi  in  rmootlier  numbers 

But  ivlien  loud  billows  l.ifii  the  f  ur.H in-  (hore, 
The  huarl'e  rougli  verlc  fliould  like  the  tor- 
rent roar. 
When  Ajjx  rtrivcs  fome  reek's  vaft  weight  to 

throw, 
The  line  ccki  laboursj  and  the  words  move 

(lowj 
Not  fo  when  fwift  Camil'a  fcours  the  plain, 
Fiic5  oVr   iW  unbencin^  corn,   and   ikiiss 
alcn^  the  main. 

From  theil:  lines,  lahourc:!  with  j^rcat 
attention,  nnJ.  cclcbrateil  by  a  rival  wit, 
may  he  jiulged  what  can  he  expelled 
from  the  moft  diligent  cnJ.cavours  aftc*r 
this  inuigciy  ol*  loun..!.  Tlx  wrlc  in- 
tendcd  to  repafont  tlie  wliiljvr  of  llic 
vernal  brcczv-,  nuill  pj  confc!ic;l  not 
nv.ich  10  cxcd  in  fof tnols  or  voiuniliix  j 
and  thelnioutlr  ilreum  runs  with  a  pcnx:- 
tual  ciafh  of  jarrinj^  conil.nants.  The 
noilc  and  turbulence  of  iht-   torrent   is, 


ir,  \:ii\  dii'-.inflly  i:naf^,  fcr  it  reqairei 
Very  little  ikiil  lo  make  our  language 
ro'j^'!:;  b'!t  in  ihcfc  iinc**,  which  men- 
tion ihcdibrt  of  Ay.x,  the: e  is  no  par- 
tic  ii!arhcavhA<s,  oh?hiiclion,  or  dtby. 
The  fv/ifrnL'fs  of  Camilla  is  rather  con- 
trartcd  th:m  exempliried  j  why  thcvcrfe 
flionld  be  longthcncd  to  crprels  fyced, 
will  not  cafiiy  be  difcoviren.  In  the 
daflyls  uf:;d  tor  that  piirpofc  by  the  an* 
cicnls,  two  ihort  fyl tables  wxrc  pro- 
nounced with  fuch  rapidity,  as  to  be 
cqiird  only  to  one  long;  they  therefore 
natui-ally  exhibit  the  aft  of  palTing 
throu^li  a  long  fpace  in  a  fiiort  time. 
But  the  alexandrine,  by  it's  paufc  in 
the  :r['.di\y  is  a  t.irdy  and  llaiely  meaJurcj 
«nJ  the  word  unlfnJinfj^,  one  of  the  moft 
riugg^ifii  and  iluw  whii.h  our  language 
aRurds,  cannot  much  accelerate  it's  mo- 
tion. 

Thcfe  rules  and  thcfc  examples  hue 
taught  our  prcfent  cri licks  to  enqnine 
vciy  ihidiouflyand  minutely  i  itofoatub 
a n d  c adence s .  1 1  i s ,  t \\K\r tore,  u lirful  to 
examine  vv'iih  v/hat  Ikill  they  havepro- 
ctoit-d;  wisat  (lircovcrics  tliey  havcmadci 
an-.i  whet Iiijr any  niles  can  1)?  efta^lifhftl 
whici^  may  guiiie  us  hejtjfn.r  irifuchrt- 
i'cai'(.liLi». 


Noxciii.   tup:sdav,  i-i:bruary  5,  1751. 


— — —  FXPFPIAR    Q^lID    rONCr.  PATl'R    IN    If.I.'S 

q^t  ultUM  r  LaNUMA    TttllTUK    CIMS   ATQSL    LA  r  IN  A. 


Juv. 


MOSE  BAFFIV    TRVTH    TO  URfiT    HS*    rt.AlM    PRTSOMF.R, 
ON   NAMKS  NOW   FueNU  ALC?;E  ON    B0OK.S  AND    TOMOS. 


THKKE  are  fi-w  books  on  which 
moYL  time  is  jpcnl  by  youni?  Itu- 
•knis,  than  on  trcjtiics  wliich  tieliver 
the  ehar'.^ers  of  aulho's;  r.-'f  any  which 
oficner  deceive  t!\e  expeii.tiion  of  the 
ivadrT,  or  fill  his  mind  with  moreopi- 
liions  which  tlio  progrcfs  of  his  lhuiic<» 
and  ;he  encrcafe  of  hi^  knowltxlge  oblii^o 
liim  torefign. 

Bail  let  has  introduced  his  collection 
of  the  ilecifions  of  the  l-jarned,  by  an 
enumeration   of  ihe    prejudices    which 
.   miilead    the  cri  tick,  and'  raife  the  pal- 
fiuns    in    rebclli'in    againil   the    judg- 
ment.    His  catalogue,  though  large,  is 
ijnpcrfcft;  anil  who   can  hope  lo  com- 
plete it  ?     Tiie  bcrautics  of  wriiing  have 
bct-n ohJhncil  lo  be  often  fuch  as  tsinnt^t 
j/i  the  prvi'ent  /Life  of  human  knowledge 
be  evinced  hy  evidence,  or   draw  a  out 


into  demon  ft  rations;  ihcy  a^ie  lh;reforp 
v/IioUy  fiibjec\  to  the  Imaginition,  and 
ilo  not  force  ihcir  cire^ts  iijwn  a  mind 
preoccupi -Ml  by  unfavourable  fcntimePtSi 
nor  overcome  the  counter- a^lion  of  a 
falfe  principle  or  of  ftubborn  partialit)'. 
To  convince  any  man  againft  his  Mill 
is  hard,  but  lo  pleale  him  againft  hi$ 
will  15  iullly  pronounced  by  Dryden  to 
be  above  the  reach  of  human  abilitiei. 
Tnrerell  and  paffion  will  hold  out  knit 
againft  the  clofeft  ficgeof  diaCTamsairt 
fyllogilms,  but  ihcy  are  ablblutcly  im- 
preriiaVjle  to  imagery  and  fentiment; 
and  will  for  ever  bid  defiance  to  the  moft 
j-owerful  ftrains  of  Virgil  or  Homeri 
thciugh  they  may  give  way  in  time  to 
the  batteries  of  Euclid  or  Archimedes. 
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at  vanity  which  exalts  writtrs 
1  to  the  dignity  of  teaching  wh:.t 
yet  to  learn,  from  that  nc^;- 
which  fomebmes  lleals  upon  the 
jiiant  c?.\ition,  and  that  rnlllhi- 
which  the  condition  of  niiture 
jeQtd  every  hnman  yndcrftand- 
t  fi-om  a  thoufand  cxtriniick  nnd 
tal  caiifds,  frc-ni  eveiy  thing 
can  CKcitc  kindncfs  or  makvo- 
cnemtion  or  contempt. 
y  of  thofe  who  have  dcteiTnrned 
tat  boldncfi  upon  the  various 
of  literary  mcnt,  may  be  juftly 
:d  cf  havmg  pafled  fcntence,  as 
rcmark-s  of  Claudius— 

t  tantum  parti  audita^ 
fe  et  nulla, 

:  mMch  knowletfge  of  the  caufe 
tbem:  for  it  will  not  eaiily  be 
:d  of  Langhane,  Borrichitus,  or 

that  they  had  very  acairately 

all  the  books  which  they  praiie 
iire;  or  that,  even  if  nature  and 
5  had  qualified  them  forjudges, 
uld  read  for  ever  with  the  atten- 
xeffary  to  juft  cnticifm.  Such 
lanccs,  however,  are  not  wholly 
t  their  ufe;  for  they  are  common- 
echoes  to  die  voice  of  fame,  aiwl 
it  the  general  fi.iffrage  of  mankind 
ih:y  nave  no  particular  motives 
>rcls  it. 

ck^,  like  the  reft  of  mankind, 
y  frequently  mirtcd  by  interclK 
gotry  with  which  editors  regard 
:nors  whom  they  illuftrate  or  cor- 
is  been  generally  remarked.  Dry- 
is  known  to  have  written  moft 

critical  diflertations  only  to  re- 
nd the  work  upon  which  he  then 
ed  to  be  employed-,  and  Addifon 
ofted  to  have  denied  the  expe- 

of  poetical  jultice,  becaufe  his 
!aCo  was  condemned  to  peri(h  in 

caufe. 

re  are  prejudices  which  authors, 
hcfwiw  weak  or  corrupt,  have 
k1  without  fcruple;  and  perhaps 
ti  them  are  fo  complicated  with 
ituial  affections,  that  they  can- 
ity be  diientanerled  from  the 
Scarce  any  can  near  with  im- 
it/a  companfon  between  the  writ- 

htfl  own  and  another  country; 
9Ugh  it  cannot,  I  think,  bccharg- 
rily  on  ali  nations,  that  they  are 
I  wdA  du4  Jitcnuj  patriotifta,  jet 


there  arc  none  that  do  not  look  upon 
their  authors  with  the  fondnciX  of  affi- 
nity, and  citicm  them  as  well  for  the 
place  of  their  birth,  as  for  tlieir  know- 
ledge or  their  -.vir.  There  is,  tli-.i-efore, 
feijoni  much  refpc^  i\uQ  to  c*miparativc 
criricifm,  wlicn  the  c()mj)tiltor:i  arc-  of 
dilVerent  ccunrrle:!,  imlefs  tlie  j'idge  is 
of  a  nation  equally  indifferent  to  both. 
The  Italians  could  not  for  a  long  time 
believe,  that  ihcrt  was  any  le-.rning  bc- 
yonvl  the  mountains;  and  die  French 
ibcm  generally  pcrfuaded,  that  there  are 
no  wits  or  rcafoncis  equal  to  their  own. 
I  can  Icaicely  conceive,  that  if  Sculiecr 
ha<!  not  conlidercd  himfelf  as  allied 
to  Virgil,  by  being  boi  n  in  the  fame 
country,  he  would  have  found  l.is  works 
fo  K:uch  fuperior  to  thofc  of  Homer, 
or  Iiavc  thou;z;ht.  tl.c  controverfy  v/o»t!iy 
of  fo  much  zeal,  vehemence,  ami  acri- 
mony. 

There  is,  indeed,  one  prejudice,  and 
only  one,by  which  itmaybe  doubted  whe- 
ther it  is  any  difhonoui'io  he  Ibwctnncs 
miiguided.  Criticifm  has  fo  ofieii  given 
occafion  to  the  envious  and  ill-natuixxl 
of  gratifying  their  malignity,  t-iat  fomc 
havi."  thoiij'i^ht  it  ncceHary  to  recoiv.mcnd 
the  virtue  of  candour  without  relh-lc- 
tion,  and  to  preclude  all  future  liberty 
of  ccnlure.  Writers  pofl'efi'ed  with  this 
opinion  are  continually  enforcini^  ci\i- 
lity  and  decency,  recommending  lo  cri- 
ticks  the  proper  difiidcncjof  thjmfclvcs, 
and  inculcating  the  veneration  due  to  cc- 
Itbmttd  names. 

I  am  not  of  opinion  that  th.-fe  pro- 
fefild  enemies  of  arrop^nce  and  Tevcriiy 
have  much  niorebtnevoloi'iCeo:-  modelly 
than  the- reft  of  mi;nkind;  oi  vlir.t  they 
feel  in  their  own  hearts  any  other  in- 
tention tlian  to  diftinguiih  thvinfllves 
by  their  foftnefs  and  deliracy.  Some 
are  modeft  hccauHe  they  arc  timoious, 
and  fomean'  lavith  of  pniile  bccauiethcy 
hope  to  be  repaid. 

There  is  imioed  fome  tcndcrn'.fs  due 
to  living  wriier:,  when  th;ya'.tack  none 
ot'  thole  tiiiths  which  are  of  innK>ri;iiuc 
to  the  happlnvl's  of  mar.L'.n  i,  and  have 
committed  no  other  ol»'cn':»;  than  liiat 
of  betraying  their  own  ignormct  c  r  did- 
nefs.  i  (hould  think  it  cruehy  to  tm'h 
an  infe^  wl.o  had  provoktvl  me  only 
by  butzin;^  in  my  ear;  and  would  not 
willingly  intenupt  the  diwiin  of  hurm- 
lefs  ftupidily,  or  <icftroy  tl^.e  jcft  which 
makes  it's  author  Vau'^V .  \  t\  \  vww  *l.« 
from  lliii^lngtVvis  utvOlcvtv^i^^>i\v>iv^T^ti\V| 
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TieccfTar)-;  for  he  that  write?;  may  be 
confidercd  as  a  kind  of  general  chal- 
Ici-jgcr,  whom  evciy  one  has  a  right  to 
attack;  fmcc  he  quits  the  common  rank 
of  life,  fteps  forward  beyond  the  lifts, 
and  offers  his  merit  to  the  publick  judg- 
ment. To  commence  author  is  to  rlaim 
praife,  and  no  man  can  juliiv  ufpirc  to 
honour  but  at  the  huzru"j  of  dlfgrnce. 

Bi!t  whatever  be  decided  concerning 
contemporaries,  whom  he  that  knows 
the  ♦/\acheryof  the  hum:in  heait,  and 
confidcrs  how  often  we  gratify  our  own 
pride  or  envy  under  the  appearance  of 
contending  for  elegance  and  propriety, 
will  find  himfclf  not  much  inclined  to 
diiturh;  there  car  be  no  exemptions 
plcadccl  to  fecurc  them  from  rriticiim, 
who  can  no  lon;4er  fufftr  by  reproach, 
and  of  whom  nothing  now  remains  but 
their  writings  and  thtir  names.  Upon 
thefe  authors  the  critick  is  undoubtedly 
at  full  liberty  to  cxercife  the  ftri6left  fe- 
vcrity,  fince  he  endangers  only  his  own 
fame,  and,  like  JEncM  when  he  drew 
his  (word  in  the  infernal  regions,  en- 
counters phantoms  which  cannot  be 
wounded .     He  may  indeed  pay  fome  re- 


gard to  cftablifhcd  reputation;  I 
can  by  that  fncw  of  reverence  c 
only  his  owii  fecurity,  for  all  othi 
tivcs  are  now  at  an  end. 

The  faults  of  a  writer  of  acl 
ledged  excellence  are  more  danc 
bt*caufe  the  influence  of  his  ca 
is  more  extcnfivc;  and  the  into 
learning  requires  that  they  fljoi 
difcovercd  and  ftigmatized,  bcfor 
hive  the  fan^ion  of  antiquity  coi 
ujton  them,  and  become  prcccdt 
indii'ji/Utuble  authority. 

It  has,  indeed,  been  advanced  b 
difon,  as  one  of  the  chai-afterifti 
a  tnic  critick,  that  he  points  out  b 
rath.cr  than  faults.  But  it  is  rati 
tuHil  to  a  man  of  learning  and  | 
to  apply  hirafelf  chiefly  to  the  ft 
writers  who  have  more  beautie 
faults  to  be  difplayed:  for  the  d 
criticiim  is  neither  to.  depreciat 
dignify  by  partial  reprcfcntatior 
to  hold  out  the  light  of  reafon, 
ever  it  maydifcover;  and  to  pron; 
the  determinations  of  truth,  wl 
(he  ftiall  diaatc. 
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BONUS  AT<i.UE  riDUS 
JUDEX— PER  OBSTANTBS  CATFRVAS 
EXPLICUIT  SUA  VICTOR   ARMA. 

HOR. 
PERFETUAI.   MAGISTRATE  IS  HE 

WHO  KEEPS  STRICT  JUSTICE  FULL  IN  SIGHT; 
WHO  BIDS  THE  CROWD  AT  AWFUL  DISTANCE  GAZI, 
AND  virtue's  ARMS  VICTORIOUSLY    DISPLAYS. 

Francis. 


THE  rcfemblancc  of  poctick  num- 
bers to  the  fubje£l  which  tliey 
mention  or  dcfcribe,  may  I  c  confidercd 
as  general  or  particular;  as  confifting  in 
the  flow  and  ftrufture  of  a  whole  paflUgc 
taken  together,  or  as  comprifeci  in  the 
found  of  fome  cmphatical  and  defer ip- 
tive  words,  or  in  the  cadence  and  har- 
mony of  fingleverfes. 

The  general  refemblancc  of  the  found 
to  the  fenfe  is  to  be  found  in  every  lan- 
guage which  admits  of  poetr)-,  in  every 
author  whpfe  force  of  fancy  enable?  him 
to  imprefs  ipiage;»  ftrongly  on  his  own 
mind,  and  whofc  choice  and  variety  of 
language  readily  fupplics  him  with  juft 
xeprefentalions.  To  fuch  a  writer  it  is 
natuTil  to  cb^ge  hii  jncal\irc  with  bis 


fubjefV,  even  without  any  effort 
underftandiiig,  or  intervention 
judgment.  To  revolve  jollity  aiK 
ncceflarily  tunes  the  voice  of  a 
gay  and  Vprightly  notes,  as  it  fi 
eye  with  vivacity  j  and  reflcfti 
gloomy  fituations  and  difaftrous 
will  fadden  his  numbers,  as  : 
cloud  his  countenance.  But  i: 
paflages  there  is  only  the  funttil 
(ileafure  to  pleafure,  and  of  fl 
grief,  without  any  immediate  am 
to  pajticular  iiiiiiges.  The  a.n 
of  joyous  verfiflcation  will  celebr 
jollity  of  maiTJage,  and  the  cxu 
of  triumph;  and  the  fame  Itnj 
melody  will  fuit  the  complaints 
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rarcely  to  be  doubted,  that  on 
rcaGons  we  make  the  mufick 
T  imajjine  ourfelves  to  hear; 
nodulate  the  poem  by  our  own 
n,  and  afcribe  to  the  numbers 
s  of  the  fenfe.  We  may  oh- 
ifc,  that  it  is  noteafy  to  deliver 
.t  mcflage  in  an  unplcafing  man- 
l  that  we  readily  alVociate  beau- 
leformity  with  thofe  whom  for 
an  we  love  or  hate.  Yet  it  would 
aring  to  declare  that  all  the  ce- 
adaptations  of  harmony  are  chi- 

that  Homer  had  no  extraordi- 
mtion  to  the  melody  of  his  verfe 

defcribed  a  nuptial  fellivity— 

red  pomp,  and  genial  feaft  delight* 
mn  dance,  and  hymeneal  rite; 
c  ftreet  the  new-made  bride-  are  led, 
cbes  darning  to  the  nuptial  bed; 
thful  dancers  in  a  circle  bound 
)fc  AaU,  and  cittern*s  Hlver  found. 
PoPl. 

a  was  merely  fanciful,  when  he 
I  Virgil  endeavouring  to  repre- 
uncommon  fweeinefs  of  num- 
adventitious  beauty  ofiEneas; 

tfqueVe'i  Jimilii:namque  Ipfc  deccram 
Kiito  gr  flit  fix.  lumttique  jwvaita 
im,  £t  l^tci  oculii  affiurat  honons, 

Trojan  chief  appeared  in  open  fight, 

n  vifage,  and  fcrcnely  bright. 

tier  g'ddcfs,  with  her  hands  divine, 

n*d  his  curling  locks,  and  made  his 

pies  ihine; 

nhis  roHinj  eyes  a  fparklinp  grace, 

ith*d  a  youthful  vigour  on  his  face^ 

DXYDXN. 

^rdton  did  not   intend  to   ex- 
the  harmony  which  he  men- 
is!  and  ye  that  warble  as  ye  flow. 
It  murmurs!  warbling  tune  his  praifr. 

Milton  iinderftood  the  force  of 
well    adjuHed,   and  knew  thir 

$lf^  variety  of  the  ancient  mea- 
inAot  be  doubted,  ftnce  he  was 
tnuftcian  and  a  critick;  but  he 
0  have  confidered  thefe  confor- 
>f  cadence,  as  cither  not  often 
le  in  our  language,  or  as  petty 
cjft  UDWortb^  oi  his  aiphinon^ 


ai3 

for  it  will  not  be  found  that  he  has  al- 
ways affigned  the  fame  caft  of  numbers  to 
the  fame  objefls.  He  has  given  in  two 
paffagcs  very  minute  defcriptions  of  an- 
gelick  beauty;  but  though  the  images 
arc  nearly  the  fame,  the  numbers  will  be 
found  upon  compaiifon  very  different. 

And  now  a  ftripling  cherub  he  appears. 
Not  of  ihe  prime,  yet  fuch  as  in  his  face 
Youth  imil'd  cel^ftlal,  and  to  ev'ry  limb 
Suitable  grace  diffused,  fo  'well  be  feign  d% 
Vnder  a  coronet  his  flowing  hair 
Jn  curls  on  eitLer  check  played:  xotngs  hetvore 
Of  many  a  coloured  plume,  fprifikledwitb  gold. 

Some  of  the  lines  of  this  defcription  are 
remarkably  dcfeftive  in  harmony,  and 
therefore  by  no  means  correfpondcnt 
with  that  fymmetrical  elegance  and  cafy 
grace  which  they  arc  intended  to  exhi- 
bit. The  failure,  however,  is  folly 
compenfated  by  the  reprefentation  of 
Rapuael,  which  equally  delights  the 
ear  and  imagination. 

A  fcraph  wing*d:  fix  wings  he  wore  to  (hade 
His  lineaments  divine;  the  pair  that  clad 
Each  /houlder  broad,  came  mantling  o*cr  fail 

breaft 
With  regal  ornament:  the  middle  pair 
Gilt  like  a  flarry  zone  his  waift,  and  round 
Skirted  his  loins  and  thighs,  with  downj 

gold, 
And  colours  dipped  in  heaven:  the  third  hif 

fret 
ShadowM  from  either  heel  with  featber*4 

mail, 
Sky-tindur*d  grain  J  like  Maia*s  fon  he  (^ood. 
And  (hook  his  plumes,   tlut  hcav'nly  tit^ 

grjnccfilPd 
The  circuit  wide.— • 

The  adumbration  of  partic-.ilar  and 
diilinft  imaccs  by  an  cxa6l  and  percep- 
tible rcfemblance  of  found,  is  fometimet 
ftudied,and  fomctimes  cafual.  Every  lanv 
guage  has  many  words  formed  in  imita- 
tion ofthenoifcs  which  they  fignify.Such 
aie  Stridor,  Balo,  and  BtattUy  in  Latin; 
and,  in  Englifh,  togro*id,  to  buzz,  to 
^iffj  iojarr.  Words  of  this  kind  give 
to  a  vcric  the  proper  f\miiitudeof  Ibund, 
without  much  labour  of  the  writer, 
and  fuch  happineis  is  .therefore  rather 
to  be  attributed  to  fortime  than  (kill; 
yet  th  :y  are  lometimcs  combined  with 
great  propriety,  and  undeniably  con- 
tribute to  enforce  the  imprcHion  of  the 
idea.  We  hear  the  pamng  arrow  in 
this  line  gf  Virzvlop* 
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E.t  fugit  b:rrcndumjlndrni  clapfa  fagltta', 


Tb'  impeiuous  arrow  wb'uzcs  on  the  wing. 

Popr. 

and  the  creaking  of  hcU-gatcs,  in  the 
dcfcription  by  Milton— 

Open  fly 
With  impetuous  recoil  and  jairing found 
Th'  jnfcnial  doora,and  on  their  hinges  grate 
Harih  thunder. 

But   many  beauties  of   this  kind, 
which  the  moderns,  and  perhaps  the  an- 
cients, have  oblcrved,  fcem  to  be  the  pro- 
dua  of  blind  reverence  uaing  upon  fan^ 
cy .     Dionyfius  himftlf  tells  us,  that  tlie 
found  of  Homer's  veri'es  fometimcs  ex- 
hibits the  idea  of  corponeai  bulk:  is  not 
this  a  difcovcry  nearly  approaching  to 
that  of  the  blind  man,  who  after  long 
enquiry  into  tlie  nature  of  the  fcarkt 
colour,  found  liiat  it  reprefcnted  nothing 
fo  much  as  the  clangour  of  a  trumpet? 
Thereprelentaxive  power  of  poetick  har- 
mony conhfts  of  found  and  meafure  j  of 
tlic  force  of  the  fyllables  fmgly  conli- 
dcrwl,  and  of  the  time  in  which  they 
arc  pronounced.     Sound  can  rcfcmblc 
nothing  but  found,  and  time  can  mea- 
fure  notlung  but  motion  and  duration. 

The  criiicks,  however,  have  ihuck 
outothcrfimilitudesj  nor  is  there  any 
in-cgularity  of  numbers  which  credulous 
admiration  cannot  difcova-  to  b«  emi- 
nently beautiful.  Thus  the  propriety 
<>f  each  of  thcfe  lines  has  been  celebrated 
by  writers  whoi'o  opinion  the  woild  has 
vcafon  to  resaid— 

VirtUur  tf.tirtd  cu lutn^  et  rult oceano flCAT.— 

Meantime  the  rapid  hcav'ns  rowl'd  down  the 

liglit. 
And  on  tiiC  fhadcd  ocean  ruA'd  the  night. 

DrYO£N« 

•    Stcrnit urfexanimlfijue tremens precumiit  burnt 

Down  drops  the  beaft,  nor  needs  a  fecond 

wound \ 
But  fpiawls  in  pangs  of  death,  and  fpurns  the 

ground. 

Dryden. 

Parturhttit  m:>ntesy  nefcUvr  rtdtculus  mns.-^ 

The  mountains  labour,  and  a  monfe  is  bom. 
Roscommon. 

If  all  thcfe  obfcrvations  are  juft,  there 
xrnft  be  fome  remarkable  confonnity 
Ictwrccn  the  fuddcn  fucceflion  pf  night 


to  day,  the  full  of  an  ox  under  a 
and  tlic  birdi  of  a  moufe  from  a  i 
tain ;  fmce  we  are  told  of  all  thefc  ir 
that  they  are  very  llrongly  imprci 
the  fame  fonii  and  teniunation  < 
verfe. 

We  may,  however,  without 
way  to  enthufiafni,  admit  that 
beauties  of  this  kind  may  be  pro 
A  fuddtn  ftop  at  an  unufual  l 
may  image  the  ctflatiou  of  afli 
the  i>aulb  of  diicourfc;  and  Milt 
veiy  happily  imitated  the  repctit 
an  echo ; 

I  fled,  and  cried  out  dti 
Hell  trembled  at  the  hideous  name.ar 
From  all  her  cave*,and  back  refound* 

The  meafure  or  time  in  prone 
may  be  varied  fo  as  very  ftrongl 
prcfent,  not  only  the  modes  of  ( 
motion,  but  the  quick  or  flow  fu 
of  ideas,  and  confcqucntly  the  pa 
the  mind.  This,  at  leall,  was  th 
of  the  fpondaick  and  daftylick 
nyj  but  our  language  can  reach 
ncnt  divcrfities  of  found.  We 
deed  fometimes,  bv  encumber 
retarding  the  line,  mew  the  ditfi 
a  proerefs  made  by  ftrong  cif 
with  trequent  inteniiptions,  or 
flow  and  hea\7  motion.  Thu 
has  imaged  the  toil  of  Satan  ft; 
through  chaos— 

So  he  with  difliculty  and  labour  h 
Muv'd  on:  with  diiticuity  and  labc 


thus  he  has  defcribed  the  Icvia 
whales- 
Wallowing  unwieldy,  eBormons  in 

But  he  has  at  other  times  ncglc 
reprefentations,  as  may  be  ol 
the  volubility  and  levity  of  th 
which  exprefs  an  a^ion  tard) 
luaant— 

Defce 
To  Us  is  advcrfe.  Who  but  felt  • 
When  the  flerce  foe  hung  on  our ' 
Infulting,  and  purfuM  us  through 
With  whatconfufion  and  laborioi 
We  funk  thus  low?  Th'  afceat  i 

In  another  place,  he  defcrib 
tic  glide  of  ebbing  waters  in 
markably  rough  and  haltiDg: 
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Tripping  ebl) ;  that  ftole 
foot  tow'rds  chc  deep  who  now  ha4 


?tt  indeed  to  be  cxpc^^ed,  that 

I  (houU  always  ailiiL  the  mean- 
it  ought  never  to  cuunteraiSl  it; 
rfore  Slilton  his  here  certainly 
ti  n  taolt  like  that  of  the  player, 
ced  on  the  earth  when  he  im- 
e  hcsvcns,  and  to  the  heavens 
adviiT-ilcd  thii  earth. 

who  are  determined  to  find  in 
n  aifemblage  of  all  the  cxcd- 
yhich  have  ennoblwl  all  other 

II  perhaps  be  oHendcd  that  I  do 
rate  h'li  verlification  in  higher 
>r  there  are  readers  who  Jif- 
t  in  this  palfage— 

i  out  huge  ia  leogth  the  arch  fiend 

m  Is  defcribed  in  a  Jonji^  line; 
tith  is,  tliat  leng^li  of  l>cdy  is 
tioned  in  vjIj-w  line,  to  which 
ly  the  refcriiSlar.cc  of  time  to 
an  hour  to  a  maypole, 
jne  turn  of  ingenuity  might 
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perform  wonders  upon  the  dcfcription 

of  the  aik: 

'Thm  from  themounrains  hewing  timbertally 
Ec;;  m  to  build  a  vdTel  r»f  huge  bulk; 
Mcafur*d  by  cubic,lengcbybrcadch,aud  height. 

In  thefe  lines  the  poet  apparently  defigns 
to  fix  the  attention  upon  hulk ;  but  diis 
is  cftefted  by  the  enumemtion,  not  by  the 
meafure ;  for  what  analog)'  can  there  be 
between  moiiulationsof  iounJ,  andcor- 
poi'eal  dimcnfions? 

Milton, indeed,  feems  ooly  to  have  re- 
dded this  fj^ecics  of  embd)i(htneat  .fo 
Far,  as  not  to  rojeft  it  when  it  canw  un- 
fought;  which  would  often  happen < to 
a  msTid  fo  viyoious,  employed  ufsm  tt 
fubie^^  fo  various  and  cxtenAve.  He 
had,  indeed,  a  greater  and  a  nobler  work 
to  pertbrm;  a  fmgle  fcntiracntof  moral  or 
religious  truth,  a  fuigk  image  of  life 
or  nature,  would  hnve  bsen  cheaply  loft 
•for  a  thoudind  echoes  of  the  cadence  to 
the  fcnfe;  and  he  who  had  undertaken 
to  I'indicate  the  'ways  of  G^d  Jo  mtam^ 
might  have  been  accufed  of  negle^ing 
his  cauie,  had  he  lavifhoi  much  of  hts 
attention  upon  fyllables  and  Unmds. 


XCV.   TUESDAY,   FEBRUARY  12,   1751. 

TAUCVSi   DIORUM  CULTO«f,    ET    INT  RS^JU  EN  S9 

mSAMCNTIS   DUM   SArirNTIA: 

COWSULTOS   ZRROj    KTJNC    RETR0R8WM 

VF.LA   DARE,    ATQ^UE  ITCRARE    CURtVS 
cocoa    RELICTOS. 

HOR. 

A  FUGITIVE   FROM  HEAV'n    ANt>  FRATER, 
1   MOCK*D   AT   ALL    RrLlGIOUS    FEAR, 

DEy   IClEfCC'D  IN  THE    MAEY   LORE 
OF   MAD  FHILOSOPHY  ;    BUT   NOW 
MOIST   SAIL,     AND   BACK    BY    VOYAOE    PLOW 

TO  THAT   BLEST  HARBOUR,   WHICH  I  LEFT   BEFORI. 


TO  THE  RAMBLER. 

R  £  are  many  difeaies  both  of 
body  and  minil,  which  it  is 
o  prevent  than  to  cure;  and 
htipe  you  will  think  me  era- 
in  oCBcc  not  ufelefs  cither  to 
'  virtue,  if  I  defcribc  the  fymp- 
i  intelleflual  malady,  which, 
irft  it  (eizes  only  the  pafTions, 
t  ipcedily  remedied,  infeft  the 
i,  from  bbftin^  the  bloflbms 
Ijgr^  prcfcccd  in  tmc  to  canker 


Framcis. 
I  was  bom  in  the  houfe  of  diicord. 
My  parents  were  oi'  unlbitable  ajjes, 
contraiy tempers,  anddiR'crent  religiinji; 
and  therefore  employed  the  fpirit  and 
acutenefs  which  nature  had  very  libe- 
rally bellowed  upon  both,  in  houi^ly  dif- 
putes,  and  inceuant  contrivanceA^  to  de- 
left each  other  in  the  wrong ;  fo  that 
from  the  firft  exertions  of  reafon  I  was 
bred  a  difputant,  tnined  np  in  all  the 
arts  of  domcftick  fopHMYy,  mitiated  in 
a  thoufand  loNvftratagcms,  nimble  dvvft^, 
and  Ay  eoncea\meT\t%\  -vevCt^  \tv  ^  t^K^ 
turns  gf  altercation,  ai\^  ^cc^\a!vDXvA>w\v\v 


2l6 


tlic  whole  6\£c\^\vcito(  fending  and/ro'i;- 
ing. 

It  was  necefTarily  my  care  to  prefcn-c 
the  kindnefs  of  both  the  controvertifts; 
and  therefore  I  had  vciv  early  formed 
the  habit  of  fufpendinc:  my  judgment, 
of  hearing  arpjumcnts  v.-ith  indifference, 
inclining  as  occalion  required  to  either 
fide,  and  of  holding  mvftlf  undeter- 
mined between  them  till  I  knew  for 
what  opinion  I  might  conveniently  de- 
clare. 

.  Thus,  Sir,  I  acquired  very  early  the 
fkill  of  difputation ;  and,  as  wc  natu- 
rally love  the  arts  in  which  wc  believe 
ourfclvcs  to  excel,  I  did  not  let  my  abi- 
lities lie  ufelcfs,  nor  fulFer  my  dcxieiity 
to  be  loft  for  want  of  practice.  I  en- 
gaged in  perpetual  wrangles  with  my 
Khool -fellows,  and  was  never  to  be  con- 
vinced or  repreiTcd  by  any  other  arg:u- 
ments  than  blows,  by  which  my  anta- 
gonifts  commonly  determined  the  con- 
troverfy,  as  I  was,  like  the  Roman  ora- 
tor, much  more  eminent  for  eloquence 
than  courage. 

At  the  unlverfity  I  found  my  pre- 
dominant ambition  completely  gratified 
by  the  ftiidv  of  losjick.  I  impreHed  upon 
my  memory  a  ihDufand  axioms,  and  ten 
thoufand  diftin6tions,  prafliied  every 
form  of  fyllogifm,  palfed  all  my  days  in 
the  fchools  of  difputation ,  and  flept  c veiy 
night  with  Smigiecius  on  my  pillow. 

You  will  not  doubt  but  fuch  a  genius 
was  foon  raifed  to  eminence  by  fuch  ap- 
plication :  I  was  celebrated  in  r.-iv  third 
year  for  the  moft  artful  opponent  that 
the  univcrfity  could  hoaft,  and  ber:Mnc 
the  terror  ;m*l  envy  of  all  the  car.didales 
for  philofophical  reputation. 

My  renown,  indeed,  was  not  pur- 
chafed  but  at  the  pricj  of  ail  my  time 
and  all  my  ftudies.  I  ne\''cr  fpokc  but 
to  contradict,  nor  declaimed  but  in  de- 
fence of  a  pofition  univerfally  acknow- 
ledged to  be  falfe,  and  therefore  wor- 
thy, in  my  opinion,  to  be  adorned  with 
all  the  coloui-8  of  falfe  rcprefentntlon, 
and  ilrengthcned  with  all  the  art  of  fal- 
lacious fubtilty. 

My  father,  who  had  no  other  wi(h 
than  to  fee  his  fon  richer  than  himfelf, 
cafily  concluded  that  I  flmuld  diftinguidi 
myfelf  among  the  profeffors  of  the  law ; 
and  therefore,  when  I  had  taken  my 
£rft  degree,  difpatched  me  to  the  Tem- 
ple wiui  a  paternal  admonition,  that  I 
Aould  never  fu/fer  myfelf  to  fetl  fliuivC) 
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for  nothing  but  modcfty  could 
my  fortune. 

Vitiated,  ignorant,  and  heady 
was,  I  had  not  yet  loft  my  reri 
for  virtue,  and  therefore  could  n 
ceive  fuch  dictates  without  horror 
however,  was  plcafed  with  his  del 
nation  of  my  courfc  of  life,  beca 
placet!  mc  in  the  way  that  leads  i 
from  the  prefcribed  walks  of  diii 
and  education,  to  the  open  fields 
beily  and  choice. 

I  was  now  in  the .  place  where 
one  catches  the  contagion  of  vanit 
foon  btjran  to  diilinguifh  myfelf  \ 
phifms  and  panido::es.  I  declare 
af^ainft  all  received  opinions  and 
bllrtietl  rules,  and  levcilttt  my  ha 
particularly  again  ft  thole  univcrfa 
ciplcs  which  had  flood  unthaken 
the  vicifiitudes  of  literature,  andai 
fidercd  as  the  inviola'ble  temples  of 
or  the  imprcgnable  bulwarks  of  f 
I  applied  myfelf  chiefly  to  Utioi 
of  learning  which  have  filled  the 
with  doubt  and  j>erplexity;  and 
readily  produce  all  the  arguracT 
hting;  to  matter  and  motion,  tin 
fpace,  identity  and  infinity. 

I  was  equally  aMe  ancl  equall 
ling  to  maintain  the  fyftcm  of  ^ 
or  Defcailcs,  and  favouix^d  occai 
the  hypothecs  of  Ptolomy,  or 
Copernicus.  I  fometimes  exalt 
gv:taMcs  to  fcnfc,  and  fometim 
graded  animals  to  mcchanifm. 

Nor  w:,^  I  It-fs  inclined  to  weal 
credit  of  h.iitory,  or  pciplex  the  dc 
of  polity.  I  was  always  of  tlw 
which  I  heard  the  company  cond 
Among  the  zealots  of  liberty 
harangue  wiiii  great  copioufnef 
the  advanta[;es  of'abfolute  moi 
the  fccrccy  of  it's  counfels,  and 
pcdition  of  it's  mf^afui^esj  and  of 
iebrated  the  blefrinr;s  produced 
extinction  of  partius,  and  precli 
debates. 

Among  the  affertors  of  regal 
rity,  I  never  failed  to  declaim  v 
publican  warmth  upon  the  oi'igiD: 
ter  of  univcifal  liljerty,  the  cor 
of  courts,  and  tlie  foily  of  vo 
fubmiflion  to  thofc  whom  nati 
levelled  with  ourfelves. 

I  knew  the  defe^U  of  every 
of  govcnunent,  and  the  incoave 
of  every  law.  I  fometimes  ftie\« 
much  tlvc  coudiiioa  of  wankind 
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red,  by  breaking  tlie  worid  into 
rcff«ientseS|  and  (bmerimes  dif - 
lie  fSicit^  and  peace  which  uni- 
onarchy  would  difiiife  over  the 

«iT  ackiMwledged  faft  I  found 
Mb  ohjeftions  j  for  it  was  my 
judee  of  hiftory  only  bj  ab- 
pTMnbili^;  and  theretore  I 
icrupla  of  bidding  defiance  to 
.  I  navemore  than  once  quef* 
eziAence  of  Akscander  the 
and  havins  demonftrated  the 
erecting  ecGficety  like  the  py- 
af  Egytitj  I  frequently  hinted 
ucion  that  the  world  had  been 
«iv«dy  and  diat  they  were  to  be 
nly  in  the  narratives  of  travel- 

d  been  happy  for  me  could  I 
iifined  my  iccpticifm  to  hiftori- 
roveriiciy  aiid  philofophical  dif- 
,t;  but  having  now  violated  my 
ind  accuftomedrayfelf  to  enquire 
r  proofs,  but  objedionsy  I  had 
d  truth  with  hlSAiood  till  my 
srecon^fed,  my  judgment  em- 
i,  and  my  intellects  diftorted. 
Mt  of  confid^ii^  every  propo- 
alike  uncertain,  left  me  no  teft 
:h  any  tenet  could  be  tried; 
»inion  prcfented  both  (ides  with 
idence,  and  my  fallacies  began 
ite  upon  my  own  mind  in  more 
nt  enquiries.  It  was  at  laft  the 
mv  vanity  to  weaken  the  ob- 
(  ot  moral  duty,  and  eSact  the 
sns  of  good,  and  evil,  till  I  had 
1  the  fimfe  6f  ^nvi6Uon,  and 
ed  my  heart  to  the  fluChiationa 
tainty ,  without  anchor  and  with- 
pafs,  without  iatisfaCtion  of  cu- 
gr  peace  of  confcience,  without 
s  of  reafim,  or  motives  of  aC^ion . 
is  the  baaard  of  repieAing  the 


firft  perceptions  of  trudi,  of  ipread^ 
for  (livernon  the  fnares  of  fophiitry,  an? 
engaging  reafon  againft  ifs  own  deter- 
minations. * 

The  difproportions  of  abfurdity  grow 
lefs  and  lefs  vifible,  as  we  are  reconciled 
by  dmves  to  die  deformity  of  a  miftrefti 
and  falfehood,  by  long  ufe,  is  aflimibtcKl 
to  the  mind,  as  poifon  to  the  body. 

I  liad  foon  the  mortification  of  (being 
my  converfation  courted  only  by  the 
ignorant  or  wicked,  by  either  boys  who 
were  enchanted  by  no^ty,  or  wretches, 
who  having  long  difobeyed  virtue  and 
reafon,  were  now  defirous  of  my  a(fift» 
ance  to  dethrone  them. 

Thus  alarmed,  I  ihuddered  at  my  own 
corruption,  and  that  pride  by  wnich  I 
had  been  feduced  contributed  to  reclaims 
me.  I  was  weary  of  continual  irrefo- 
lution,  and  a  perpetual  e^uipoi(e  of  the 
mind;  and  aihamed  of  bemg  the  favou- 
rite of  thofe  who  were  fcornra  and  (hun» 
ned  by  the  reft  of  mankind. 

1  therefore  retired  from  all  tempCBuon 
to  difpute,  prefcribed  a  new  regimen  to 
niy  underftanding,  and  refolved,  inftead 
of  re)e6ting  all  efhibli(hed  opmidns  which 
I  could  not  prove,  to  tolerate  though  not 
adopt  all  which  I  could  not  confute* 
I  forbore  to  heat  my  imagination  with 
necdlefs  controverfics,  to  difcul's  quef- 
tiont  confelTedly  uncertain,  and  refrain- 
ed fteadily  from  eptifyinfl;  ray  vanity 
by  the  fupport  of  falfehood. 

By  thil  method  I  am  at  leng^  re- 
covered  from  my  argumental  delirium, 
and  find  myfelf  in  the  (late  of  one 
awakened  from  the  confnfion  and  tumult 
of  a  feverifh  dream.  I  rejoice  in  the 
new  pofTefCon  of  evidence  and  reality, 
and  ftep  on  from  truth  to  truth  with 
confidence  and  quiet. 

I  am^  Sir,  8cc. 

Pbrtinax. 


XCVI.   SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  i6,  1751. 


^VOP  SI  FLATOWIS  MVSA  71R80NAT  VIBUM, 
^UOO  qjDll^Ua  »ISCIT,   IMMXMOB   ItaCOBDATVa. 

BosTivs. 

T«OTM  lit  rVATOVICX  OaNAMINTS  BEDICK'D, 

|iiFoac*»  wx  Lova,  vMaaxniWG  bscollxct. 

epprted  of  die  Perfians,  by  an    rUe,  4o  JboQt  witb  tht  bow,  and  toJ^iUk 

nt  wricer,  that  the  fum  of  their    truth. 

n  CiflBfifted  m  t€McbiDg  jwuth  to        The  bow  and  t!ht  Yiox^t  "wtit  t\^^ 
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njaftcrcd;  bnt  it  would  have  been  happy 
If  \vc  had  ht.cn  intcrmcd  byv.-hat  arts 
veracity  was  cultivated,  and  by  what 
'  prefcrvativcs  aPcrfian  n:*nd  was  fccurcd 
igainft  the  temptations  to  faliehood. 

There  arc,  indeed,  in  the  prcfent  cor- 
ruption of  mankind,  many  mcitemcnts 
to  foi lake  truth}  the  need  of  pillinting 
'our  own  faults,  and  the  convenience  of 
impofmp;  on  the  ignorance  or  credulity 
of  others,  fo  frequently  occur;  fo  many 
immediate  evils  are  to  be  avoided,  and 
'fo  many  prtfcnt  gratifications  obtained, 
by  cvaft  and  delufion,  that  very  few  of 
thofe  who  arc  much  entangled  in  life 
liavc  fpirit  and  conftancy  fufficient  to 
fupport  them  in  tlic  ftcady  praflicc  of 
open  veracity. 

In  order  that  all  men  may  be  taught 
\o  fpcak  truth,  it  is  neccltary  that  all 
likewifc  fhould  learn  to  hear  it;  for  no 
fpecies  of  falfehoo^l  is  moie  frequent 
tnan  fiatcer\',  to  which  the  coward  is 
betrayed  by  fear,  the  dependant  by  lu- 
tercft,  and  the  friend  by  tendemefs :  thofe 
who  arc  neither  fcrvile  nor  timorous,  are 
yet  dcfirous  to  beftow  pleafure;  and 
while  unjuft  demands  of  praifc  continue 
to  be  made,  there  will  always  be  fome 
whom  hope,  fear,  or  kindneis,  will  dif- 
jK>r^:-  to  p:iy  them. 

The  guilt  of  falfchood  is  very  widely 
extended,  and  many  whom  their  con- 
fticncc  can  fcorccly  clurct-  wiih  ftoopins 
to  a  lie,  have  vitiatcif  the  morals  of 
others  by  their  vanity,  and  patronized 
the  vice  which  they  bLllcvc  themftlvcs  lo 
abhor. 

Tmlh  is,  indeed,  not  often  welc.;mc 
for  it's  own  fakcj  it  ib  generally  unpknf- 
ing  bccaufe  contrary  to  our  wiilies  and 
cppofire  to  our  pnifticc;  and  as.  our  at- 
tjniicn  naturally  follows  our  Intercl^.  v.c 
licir  umviiiingly  wh:;i"we  are  afi-nid  to 
k;iow,  ar.d  foon  forget  what  we  hive 
ho  inilination  to  imprefs  upon  cui  me- 
jnories. 

For  this  rtifon  many  arts  of  tnftii:c- 
tion  have  been  iavtnt^d,  by  which  the 
reluAancc  atf:«i;ft-  tniili-mny  be  ov^r- 
tomc;  and  a«;  phyfick  is  givt-n  to  rliil- 
rlrtp  in  conficiion*,  prtcepts  have  hc'n 
hidden  umkr  a  thoullinvl  nppcarancis, 
that  mankind  may  Kc  briLcd  by  plealurc 
t<.dl:»p<'  ^*'-"ltnicHon. 

W'l.ili;  1  he  world  was  yet  in  it's  Ir.f:m- 
cv,  'IVi.rh  caiT.f  amojH^  moitals  fiom 
il-  )V:,  :'.id  Falfchcod  fj-nm  1  'low. 
'iuiji  y.'u.-  ::.c  dwV.:-htcr  of  JupiU'i  ar.J- 


Wifdom  j  Falfchood  wsw  the  proj 
Folly  impregnated  by  the  wind. 
advanced  with  equal  confidence 
the  dominiot)  of  the  new  creatio 
as  their  enmity  and  their  force  w« 
known  to  the  celeftiaU,  all  the  i 
heaven  were  turned  upon  the  con 
Truth  feemed  confctous  of  f 
power  and  juftcr  claim,  and  th 
came  on  towering  and  majcftick, 
fidcd  and  alone;  Keafon  indeed 
attended  hex',  but  appeared  her  ft 
rather  than  companion.  Her  mai 
How  and  (lately,  but  her  moti< 
perpetually  progrcffive;  and  wh< 
/lie  hadgroumlcd  her  foot,  neithi 
nor  men  could  force  her  to  retire. 
Falfchood  always  cndeavourtd 
the  mien  and  attitudes  of  Truth,  a 
very  fucccfsful  in  tlie  art*  of  mv 
She  was  fuiToimdcd,  animated,  a< 
ported,  by  innumerable  legions  o 
titcs  and  paflTions;  hut,  like  othe 
commanders,  was  obliged  oftei 
ccivc  law  from  her  allies.  Her  i 
were  Hidden,  irregular,  and  vioh 
r.K-  had  no  lieadincfs  nor  conftam 
often  gained  conquefts  by  halh 
fions,  which  ihu  never  hoped  to  I 
her  own  rtrength,  but  maintaincc 
help  of  ihc  paHions,  whom  fhe  gi 
found  refolute  and  faithful. 

It  fometimes  happened  that  t} 
gonilU  met  in  full  oppofition. 
♦:ncountci?,  FallJhood  always 
her  hc-arl  with  clouds,  and  com 
Fnuid  to  place  ambufhcs  about  1 
her  Itft-lund  (he  bore  the  (hirld 
puJc  nee,  and  the  quiver  of  S 
rattled  on  her  Hiouldcr.  AU  the 
atttndtd  ;ii  her  cull;  Vanity  cl» 
winrjs  1)cibre,  and  Obftinacy  ft 
Ikt  l.ehir.d.    I'iiiis  guarded  and 
(he  fitinttinies  advanced  again  A 
^d  iometime^  w-iiteJ  tha  atta 
always  c-ndcavnurcvl  to  fkinnifli  • 
ttnt-.-,  ))CipLiuully  (h'ftcd   h«»r 
and  It f  tly  her  arro-.v,  in  diffcrei 
tiun2>i  for  llkc  ccrtiur.ly  found 
Ih-ejr^h    failed/   v/liirnc.  cr   the 
Tjurh  d.iitcd  full  uv»M\  her. 

Tinth  had  thtawitil  .ifivct  thi 
til.:  tli under  oflkrr  fkiher ;  and  > 
l.")u^^  roniinmncv.'  of  the  c  v  oil 
thmi  n-v-nr  to  on:.  ani>th(: ,  V  iUl 
thu  nniT?  of  Sophifhy  lall  f 
i^r;!lp,  an-l,  i.jluir.g  up  the  fhiel 
pTi.leiicj  \\\:\\  both  her  hundj, 
l.^rf*.  If  ;ui . on ^ i t  \\k  p.-. fllvm . 
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th,  though  Aie  was  often  wound- 
vays  recovered  in  a  fhort  timei 
m  common  for  the  flighteft  hurt, 
d  by  Falfehood,  to  fpread  it's  ma- 

to  the  ndghbourin^  ^arts,  and 
ft  open  again  when  it  Teemed  to 
cen  cured. 

ehood,  in  a  fliort  time,  found  by 
mce  that  heir  fuperiority  coniiftcd 
I  the  celerity  of  her  courfc,  and 
inges  of  her  ppfture.  She  there- 
dered  Sufpicion  to  beat  the  groimd 
her,  and  avoided  with  great  care 
s  the  way  of  Truth,  who,  as  fhe 
rancd'her  point,  but  moved  con- 
'  upon  the  fame  line,  was  eafily 
1  by  the  oblique  and  defultory 
xnts,  the  quick  retreats  and  ac- 
oubles  which  Falfehood  alwavs 
ed^  when  the  enemy  began  to  raife 
by  her  approach. 
lis  procedure  Falfehood  every  hour 
chtd  upon  the  world,  and  extend- 
:  empire  through  all  climes  and 
i.  Wherever  (he  earned  her  vic- 
Ihe  left  the  Pa/Tions  in  full  autbo- 
hind  her;  who  were  fo  well  pleaf- 
h  conunand,  that  thev  held  out 
reat  obftinacy  when  Truth  came 
e  their,  pofts*  and  never  failed  to 
her  progrefs,  though  they  could 
vays  ftop  it:  they  yielded  at  lad 
jtat  reluflance,  frequent  rallies, 
lien  fubmiflion ;  and  always  in-i 
to  revolt  when  T.ruth  cea&d  to 
em  by  her  immediate  prefence. 
th,  wiio,  when  /he  firlt  dcfcended 
he  heavenly  palaces,  expe^ed  to 
ten  received  bvuniverfal  acclama- 
leri/hcdwith  kindncCs,  heard  with 
tktf  and  invited  to  fpread  her  in- 
;  firoin  province  to  province,  now 
thaty  wherever  (he  came,  (he  mufl 
ter  paflaga.  Every  intelle6l  was 
led  by  Prejudice,  and  every  heart 
ipicd  by  PaiFioD.  She  indeed  ad- 
,  but  flke  advanced  flowlv^  and 
oft  Ihe  conauefts  which  me  left 

ber^  by  fudden  infiirre^ioni  of 


the  appetites,  that  (hook  off  their  aUe. 
giance)  and  ranged  themfeWes  agaiibun- 
der  the  banner  of  her  enem^. 

Truth,  however,  did  not  grow  weaker 
by  the  ftruggle,  for  her.  vigour  was  un- 
conquerable; yet  (he  was  ]>rovoked  to 
fee  herfelf  thus  baffled  and  impeded  hj 
an  enemy,  whom  ihe  looked  on  wita 
contempt,  and  who  had  no  advantage 
but  fuch  as  (he  owed  to  incon(hincyy 
weaknefs,  and  artifice.  She  therefore, 
in  the  anger  of  difappointment,  called 
upon  her  father  Jupiter  to  re-eftahlifii 
her  in  the  Ocies,  and  letve  mankind  to 
the  diforder  and  raifery  which  they  de- 
ferved,  by  fubmitting  willtngiy  Co  tk^ 
ufurpation  of  Falfehood. 

Jupiter  compafFionated  the  world  too- 
much  to  grant  her  requeft,  yet  was  wil- 
ling to  eafe  her  labours,  and  mitigate 
her  vexation.  He  commanded  her  to 
conlult  the  Mufes  by  what  methods  (hs. 
might  obtain  an  eafier  reception,  and 
reign  without  the  toil  of  ince:Tant  war. 
It  was  then  difcovered,  that  (he  obilru£tr 
ed  her  own  progrefs  by  the  (eveiity  of 
her  afpe6l,  and  the  iolemnity  of  her 
dictates;  and  that  men  would  never 
willingly  admit  her,  till  they  ceafed  to 
fear  her,  fmce  by  skiving  themfelves  up 
to  Falfehood  they  ^Idom  made  any  fa- 
crifice  of  their  eaie  or  pleafure,  becaufe  (he 
took  the  (hape  that  was  moft  enf^aging, 
and  always  luflTcred  her(elf  to  be  drefl«l 
and  painted  by  Defire.  The  Mufes 
wove,  in  the  loom  of  Pallas,  a  loofe  and 
changeable  robe,  like  that  in  which  Falfe* 
hood  captivated  her  admirers;  with  this, 
they  invefled  Truth,  and  named  her  Pic^ 
tion.  She  now  went  out  again  to  oon-*- 
quer  with  more  fuccefs;  for  when  ihe 
demanded  entrance  of  the  Paffions,  they 
often  miftook  her  for  Falfehood,  and  de-^ 
livered  up  theii*  cham:  but  when  (h^ 
had  once  taken  poire(lK>ny  (he  was  foon 
difrobcd  by  Reafon,  and  (hone  out,  in 
her  ori|pnal  form,  with  native  effulgtnw 
and  reiiiUc$b  dimity. 
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N?XCVn-    TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  19,  1751. 

FACUNDA  CUt-PJE  tECVLA  NUPTIAS 
rtlMUM  IN<tVlNA¥KllB,  IT  GBVOSi  XT  OOMOS> 
HOC  POKTB  OXmVATA  CtADBS 

IM  PATRIAM  FOPULUMqVX  FLUZXT. 

Hoc. 

FBUITFUL  OF  CRIMCt,    THIS  AOC  FTEST  tTAIN*D 
TMXIR  HAPLB6S  OFrtPKlMG,  AND  PROFANED 
THX  NUPTIAL  BXD}  FBOM  WHBNCE  TUB  WOB«> 
WHICH  VARIOUS  AND  VNNUMBBR'D  ROSE 

from  this  pollutid  fountain  hzad, 
0*^ji  rome  and  0*xr  thx  nations  tprxao* 

Frahcis. 


THE  readei:  is  indebted  for  this  day^s 
entertainment  to  an  author  from 
whom  the  age  has  received  greater  fa- 
vours, who  his  enlarged  the  knowledge 
of  human  nature,  and  taught  the  paS*- 
fions  to  move  at  the  command  of  vir- 
tue. 

TO  THB  HAMBLER. 
IIR, 

"^HEN  the  Speaator  was  firft  pub- 
lifhed  in  fnigle  papers,  it  gave  me 
fo  much  pleafure,  that  it  is  one  of  the 
fivourite  amufcments  of  my  age  to  re- 
colie6^  it;  and  when  I  reflect  on  the 
foibles  of  thofe  times,  as  defcribed  in 
dut  ufeful  work,  and  compare  them 
with  the  vices  now  reigning  amon?  us, 
I  cannot  but  wifh  that  you  would  ottencr 
take  cognizance  of  the  manners  of  the 
better  half  of  the  human  fpecies,  that 
if  your  precepts  and  obfervations  be  car- 
nal down  to  pofVerity,  the  Spe6lators 
may  (hew  to  the  rifing  generation  what 
were  the  fafhionable  follies  of  their 
grandmothers,  the  Rambler  of  their 
mothers,  and  that  from  both  they  may 
draw  inftru£lion  and  warning. 

When  I  read  thofe  SpeAators  which 
took  notke  of  the  mifbchavioor  of  yoimg 
women  at  church,  by  which  they  vainly 
hope  to  attra6l  admirers,  I  u(ed  to  pro- 
nounce fuch  forward  yotmg  women 
Seekers,  in  order  to  ditHngu<fh  fiicm 
by  a  mark  of  infamy  from  thofe  who  had 
patience  and  decency  to  ilay  till  they 
were  fought. 

But  I  have  lived  to  fee  fuch  a  change 
in  the  manna's  of  women,  that  I  would 
now  be  willing  to  compound  with  them 
for  that  name,  althougn  I  then  thought 
it  difgraceful-enough,  if  viey  would  dc- 
fcnx  no  worfej  fincc  now  they  are  too 
/»rj)eraJJ7^iven  up  to  ncgHfi^cncc  of  do- 
m/h'ck  ba^fs,  to  idle  oiuuiismenls,  and 


to  wicked  rackets,  without  any 
view  at  all  but  of  fquandering  ti: 
In  the  time  of  the  Spef^ator,  ( 
ing  fometimes  an  appearance  in  tl 
fometimes  at  a  good  and  chofe 
fometimes  on  a  vifit  at  the"  hoi 
grave  relation,  the  young  ladies  o 
ed  themfclves  to  be  found  empJ 
domeftick  duties  J  for  then  routes, 
balls,  afferoblies,  and  fuch  like  t 
for  women,  were  not  kiiown* 

Modefty  and  diffidence,  gei 
and  meeknefs,  were  looked  upoi 
appropriate  virtues  and  chara 
graces  of  the  fcx.  And  if  a  I 
fpirit  puflied  itfelf  into  notice, 
expofcd  in  print  as  it  defervcd. 

The  churches  wjne  almoft  tl 
places  where  fingle  women  wer 
feen  by  ftrangcrs.  Men  went 
expelling  to  fee  them,  and  perl 
much  for  that  only  mirpofe. 

But  fome  good  often  refultec 
ever  improper  might  be  their  i 
Both  fexes  were  in  the  way  of  th« 
TTic  man  muft  be  abandoned 
who  loves*  srot  goodnefs  in  anoti 
were  the  young  fellows  of  thai 
wholly  loft  to  a  fenfe  of  right, 
and  conceit  has  fmce  made  the 
to  be.  When  therefore  they  fa^; 
one,  whofe  decent  behavioiir  an 
ful  piety  (hewed  her  eameft  in 
duties,  they  had  the  lefs  doubt, 
politically  only,  that  (he  wouli 
conlcientious  regard  to  her  (ceo 
With  what  ardour  have  I  (ccr 
cd  for,  the  rifing  of  a  kneeling 
and  what  additional  charms  has 
given  to  hcT  retommunicated  ft 
The  men  were  often  the  better 
they  heard.  £\t:]i  a  Saul  was  on 
prophcfying  among  the  prophr 
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vrigion  it(elf  looked  more  ami- 
"he  Men  Seekers  of  the  Spe^a- 
e  loved  the  holy  phce  for  the 
fike,  and  loved  the  obje£^  for 
ble  behaviour  in  it. 
ence  mingled  with  their  lore; 
f  thought  that  a  young  lady  of 
3d  piinciplen  mml  be  addrcflbd 
the  min  who  at  leaft  made  a 

good  principles,  whether  his 
a  Tct  quite  right  or  not. 
Ud  the  younr  lady's  behavionry 
ime  of  the  fervice,  leflen  this  re- 
Hcr  eyes  were  her  own,  her 
I  prncher's.  Women  are  al- 
lOK  obierved  when  they  leem 
re*  leaft  toohfervc,  or  to  layout 
rration.  The  eye  of  a  refpcft- 
r  loves  rather  to  receive  confi- 
om  the  withdrawn  eye  of  the  fair- 
n  to  find  itfelf  obliged  to  retreat. 
ft  a  youno:  gentleman*s  affeflion 
f  Uudablv  engaged,  he  purfued 
iral  di£lates;  keeping  then  was 
at  leaft  a  fecret  and  fcandalous 
id  a  wife  was  the  fummit  of  his 

Reie6lio]t  was  now  dreaded, 
-engagenient  apprehended.  A 
whom  he  loved,  he  was  ready  to 
luft  be  admired  by  all  the  world, 
n,  hit  uncertainties,  increafed 

■f  cmjuiry  he  ma«le  into  the  la- 
ineftick  exnllence,  which,  when 
is  to  be  chofen,  will  furcly  nut 
leOed,    confirmed    him  in    his 

He  opens  his  heart  to  a  corn- 
end,  and  honeftly  difcovers  the 
his  fortime.  His  fritnd  applies 
of  the  yovmz  lady,  whofe  parents, 
approve  his  propolaU,  difclofe 
dicir  daughter. 

xrhaps  is  not  an  abfolute  ft  ran - 
the  paflion  of  the  young  gentle- 
His  eyes,  hisafTiduiries,  his  con- 
tendance  at  a  Ciuirch,  whither, 
ate,  he  iifed  feldom  to  cbmt,  and 
fand  little  obfirvanceK  that  he 
r,  ha<l  very  probaMy  firft  forced 
eirard,  and  then  inclined  her  tu 
him. 
:  a  young  lady  fh^uM  h^t  in  love, 

love  of  the  young  gentleman 
ired,  is  an  heterodoxy  which  prit- 
and  even  policy,  muft  nor  allow. 
is  applied  to,  Hie  isalln-hgnation 
)arcnt9.  Cliarming  refignation, 
ncljnatlon  oppofes  not. 
refUToni  a;)/iJaiid  her  for  her  du- 
ads  fpeetf  points  arc  ad/u/Ifdj 


delightfiil  perturbations,  and  hopes,  and 
a  few  lover's  fears,  fill  up  the  tedious 
fpace,  till  an  interview  is  granted;  for 
tiie  young  lady  had  not  nrade  herfclf 
cheap  at  publick  pUces. 

Tile  time  of  interview  arrives.  Slie 
is  modeftly  refenred;  he  is  not  confident. 
He  declares  his  pafHon;  the  eonfciouf«. 
nefs  of  her  own  worth,  and  his  applica* 
tion  to  her  parents,  take  from  her  any 
doubt  of  his  fincerity;  and  fhe  owns 
herfelf  obliged  to  him  for  his  good  opi- 
nion. The  enquiries  of  her  friends  m- 
to  his  character  have  taught  her  that  iut 
good  opinion  deferves  to  be  valued. 

She  tacitly  allows  of  his  future  vi(it«| 
he  renews  them;  the  regard  of  each  for 
the  other  is  confirmed;  and  when  he 
preffes  for  the  favour  of  her  hand,  he 
receives  a  declaration  of  an  entire  ac- 
quiefcence  with  her  duty,  and  a  modeft 
acknowledgment  of  eUcem  for  him. 

He  applies  to  her  jiarcnts,  therefore, 
for  a  near  day;  and  thinks  himfelf  un- 
der obligation  to  them  for  the  cheerful 
and  affdElionate  manner  with  whichthej 
receive  his  agreeable  application. 

With  this  profpeA  oi  future  happi- 
nef5i,  the  marriage  is  celebrated.  Gra- 
t\iIations  pour  in  from  every  quaiter. 
Parents  and  relations  on  both  fides, 
brought  acquainted  in  the  cQurfe  of  the 
courtfliip,  can  receive  the  happy  couple 
with  countenances  illumined,  and  joyful 
heart*. 

The  brothers,  the  fifters,  the  friends 
cf  one  family,  are  the  brothers,  th« 
filters,  the  friends  of  the  other.  Their 
two  families  thus  made  one,  are  thtt 
world  to  the  ymmg  couple. 

Their  home  is  the  place  of  their  prin* 
cipal  delight,  nor  do  they  ever  occa- 
fionally  quit  it  but  they  find  the  pleafure 
of  returning  to  it  augmented  in  propor- 
tion  to  the  time  of  their  abfence  from  it. 
Oh,  Mr.  Rambler!  forgive  the  talk- 
ativenefs  of  an  old  man,  When  I  court- 
ed and  married  my  La^titia,  then  a 
blooming  beauty,  everything  pafTed  juft 
fo!  Rut  how  is  the  cafe  now?  Tbo  4a« 
dies,  maidens,  wives^  and  widows,  aiT 
engrofled  by  places  of  open  relbrt  and 
gericral  entertainment,  which  fill  every 
quarter  of  the  metropolis,  and  being 
•  conftantly  frequenti'ii,  make  home  irk- 
fone.  iBreakfaifing-places,  dininc- 
places,  routes,  dnims,  concerts,  balls, 
pbys,  operas,  mafquerades  for  the  even- 
ing, and  even  foraWivx^t,  vcv^V^VcV^^ 
publick  (adcft  oi  tbft  ^od%  c]^  \>t«^cx% 
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houfc-kccpcrs,  which  the  g^cncral  dilfo- 
lutencfs  of  nianner^i  has  cuntributed  to 
in:ike  ven"  frequent,  conic  in  ns  another 
icMlbnable  relief  to  llicfc  uiodein  time- 
killers. 

In  the  fummer  there  arc  in  evrry 
foun  try -town  allenibliesi  Tiinbridgc, 
Bath,  Cheltenham,  Scarl-^orough!  \Vl;at 
exptncc  of  drefs  and  equipa^i^e  is  reijuir- 
cj  to  qualify  the  frequcntus  for  fuch 
cmuUnis  appearance  ? 

By  the  natural  infcJlion  of  esuimple, 
tlic  lowed  people  have  places  of  fix- 
penny  rcforiy  and  gaming-tables  for 
pirnce.  'I'hus  fcrvant^  are  r.ow  induced 
to  fraud  and  diihoncliy,  to  fiipport  ex- 
travagance,  and  fupply  their  lolfes. 

As  to  the  ladies  who  freqneut  tliofe 
publick  places,  they  are  not  aihamed  to 
fliew  their  faces  wherever  men  dare  go, 
nor  blufh  to  ti-y  who  ihall  ftarc  moil  im- 
pudently, or  who  (iiail  Uugh  loudtll  on 
thw-publick.  walks. 

The  men  who  would  make  pood  huf- 
band;;,  if  they  \ifit  thofc  places,  .i:e 
frigl^ted  at  wedlock,  and  reiolve  to  live 
fmgle,  excejJt  they  are  bought  at  a  vtry 
hi^h price.  They  can  be  fjK'c'catorsof  all 
tKLt  lulTcs,  and,  if  they  plcafc,  more 
than  i|>rclatork,  at  the  cxjk  nee  of  others. 
The  companion  of  an  evening,  and  the 
companion  for  life,  require  verydifTei- 
cnt  qualifications. 

Two  thoufand  pounds  in  the  Ufl  age, 
whh  a  domeftick  v/ii*.-,  would  go  fiir- 
ther  than  ten  thouiand  in  this.  Wt 
ieltlements  arc  ex,>ectiJ,  that  often,  to  a 
mercantile  man  cl'pccially,  fmk  a  for- 
tune into  ulelclTncls;  and  pin-monLV  ii. 
frpu lilted  for,  which  makes  a  wife  In- 
dependent, and  deliroys  love,  by  put- 
tuig  it  cut  of  a  man's  power  to  lay  any 
obfiij 


Gyration  upon  her,  that  might  engage 
gratttirdc,  ami  kindle  aflttlion.  When 
to  ail  this  the  card-tables  arc  added,  how 
wn  a  piuacnt  ...an  think  of  manying ij^  JtlA,.>J*m.  Om/U^  Sim*L.i, 


And  when  the  worthy  mtn  knc 
whci  c  to  And  wives,  mull  not  the 
left  to  the  foplings,  the  coxcomb 
libertines  of  the  age,  whom  the 
to  make  fuch  ?  And  need  even 
wretches  marry  to  enjoy  the  con 
tion  of  thofc  who  render  their  cor 
fo  cheap? 

And  what,  after  all,  is  the  I 
winch  the  gay  coquette  obtains  I 
flutters?  As  (he  is  approachab 
ever)'  man,  without  requiring,  1 
not  fay  incenfc  or  adoration,  bu 
cpmmon  complaiiUnce,  every  fop 
her  as  upon  the  level,  looks  upo 
light  airs  as  invitationf,  and  is  > 
watcli  to  take  the  advantage  :  d 
companions,  indeed,  but  no  lovci 
love  is  ref^K^Vful,  and  timorous 
where  among  all  her  followers  w 
find  a  hufband? 

.  Set,  dear  Sir,  before  the  youthfi 
gay,  t  he  inconfidei-ate,the  contempt , 
as  th:-  danger  to  which  tlicy  are  ex 
At  one  time  or  other,  women,  n 
rerlythouginlefsjwiil  be  convinced 
Mii^ice  of  your  cenfure,  and  the  c 
of  vour  inil.'uction. 

iut  ihould  your  cxpofhilatioi 
reproois  h:ive  no  elfeft  up<m  thol< 
arc  13 r  gone  in  falhionable  folly, 
may  l,c  retailed  from  their  mou 
their  niccvS,  (marriage  will  not 
have  intitied  thefe  to  daughters) 
they,  the  irctcors  of  a  day,  find 
felvcs  eli)owed  off  tlie  ilageof  van 
o.hci'  Hutiercrs;  for  the  moil  ad 
wvtmen  cannot  have  many  Tunb 
many  Bath  feafons  to  blaze  in; 
even  fine  faces,  often  Hxn,  are  Ic 
garded  than  new  faces,  the  propi 
nifhment  of  fliowy  girls,  for  rem 
tjiemfclves  fo  impolitickly  cheap. 
I  am,  Sir, 
Your  fiucere  admirer 


m  XCVm.    SATURDAY,  FEBRUAIIY  313,  i 

OUJ.  NIC  SARM1NTU8    IN1QVA5 
Cf  SMtIS  A-fr  MEKSAS,  H%C  VILlS  (.AbSA  TULISSET. 

Juv. 

WHICH    NOT   SAHMFNTVg  BROOX'p  AT   CJf.iAH^S  BOARD, 
hO%   GROT*LItlG  GABRA  PliOM  HIS  MAVGWTY  LOK  D. 

Elprinston. 


TO  TUC  AUTUOC  OF  THER.AMELC2. 
Mill.  BAMOLER^ 

yO  U  have  often  endcavourc-d  to  iin- 
prcis  upon  your  leadcre  an  obler- 
fvtioa  of  more  Uuih  tiian  novelty,  t\\at 


I'fc  palKs,  for  tlie  moft  parr,  in 
liani'.i.vions;  (hat  our  hours  glide 
in  trilling;  amufi.n:enrs  and  (light  j 
fications;  and  that  iheiTc  very  i\ 
unev^^t^  -jlXxn  occafviiv%  that  c^n  call 
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My  eommonly  happens  that  fpe- 

0  has  no  influence  on  condu6t. 
nchifions,  and  cogent  arguments, 

1  by  laborious  ftudy,  and  dili* 
nquiry,  arc  often  repofited  in  the 
in  ot*  memoryy  as  gold  in  the  mi- 
lefty  ufclefs  alike  to  others  and 
f.  As  ibme  are  not  richer  for  the 
of  their  poITelfions,  others  arc  not 
for  the  multitude  of  their  ideas. 

I  have  truly  defcribed  the  ftate  of 
beingSy  but  it  may  be  doubted 
r  you  hare  accommodated  your 
ts  to  your  defcripclon;  whether 
ve  not  generally  confidercd  your 
i  as  influenced  by  the  tragick  paf- 
and  iufceptible  of  pain  or  piea- 
nly  from  powerful  agents,  and 
;reat  events. 

an  author  who  writes  not  for  the 
'cment  of  a  fingle  art,  or  the  efta- 
enl  of  a  controverted  do6^nnc, 
ually  intends  the  advantage,  and 
f  courts  the  perufal  of  all  the 
of  mankind,  nothing  can  juflly 
nworthy  of  regard,  by  which  the 
•e  of  converfation  may  be  in- 
I,  ami  the  daily  fatisfia6^ions  of 
ir  ufe  fecured  fi'om  interruption 
feuft. 

this  reafon  you'  would  not  have 
1  your  rkfputation,  if  you  had 
mcs  delcendcd  to  the  minuter  dii- 
Ffocial  beings,  and  enforced  the 
ance  of  thole  little  civilities  and 
Niious  delicacies,  which,  incon- 
lie  as  they  may  appear  to  the  man 
;nre,  and  difHcult  as  tliey  may 
to  be  detailed  with  dignity,  yet 
bntc  to  the  regulation  of  ihc  world, 
cilitating  the  intcrcourfe  between 
an  and  another,  and  of  which  the 
li  have  fufHciently  teilified  their 
,  by  terming  the  kno\vlfd;;e  and 
Ip  of  them  S^a^/oir  'vivn-^tbg 
fiving, 

itenef-i  is  one  of  thofc  advantages 
we  never  cllimate  rightly  but  by 
convenfence  of  it's  Icfs.  '  It's  in- 
e  upon  the  manners  is  conliant 
aiform,  To  that,  like  an  cciii.il  mo- 
it  efcapes  percep*ion.  The  cir- 
Miccs  <if  every  atllon  arc  fo  ad- 
toc-ach  other,  that  we  do  not  iVe 
any  error  could  have  Kv-n  com- 
1,  an<(  rather  acquicfcc  in  it's  pxo- 
,  than  admire  it's  exaClncfs. 
\  IS  ficknefs  fhews  us  the  value  of 
B  little  famiiiariry  wirJi  thaii:  who 
wnr  taught  to  ciuktkvuu^  thj  gn;^ 


tification  of  others,  but  regulate  their 
behaviour  merely  by  their  own  will, 
will  foon  evince  the  neceflity  of  eft»- 
bliflied  moiiet  and  fonnalities  to  the 
happincfs  and  quiet  of  common  life. 

-wifdom  and  virtue  arc  by  no  means 
fuflicient,  without  the  fupplemental  laws 
of  good-breeding,  to  lectire  freedom 
from  degenerating  to  nidenefs,  or  felf- 
eftrem  fi*om  fwelling  into  iniblence;  a 
thoufand  incivilities  may  be  committed^ 
and  a  thoufand  officer  negled^cd,  with- 
out  any  remone  of  confcience,  or  re- 
proach from  reaibn. 

The  true  eflfeft  of  gcnuhne  politeneft 
fecms  to  be  i-r.ther  eafe  than  pleafure* 
The  power  of  (ieiighting  muft  be  coon 
ferreu  by  nature,  and  cannot  be  deliver- 
ed by  precepr,  or  obtained  by  imitation { 
but  though  it  be  the  privilege  of  a  very 
fmail  number  to  ravifli  and  to  charm, 
every  man  may  hope  by  rules  and  cau- 
tion not  to  give  pain,  and  may  there- 
fore, by  the  help  of  good-breeding,  en- 
joy the  Icindncls  of  mankind,  though  hf; 
ihould  have  no  claim  to  higher  diiiinc- 
tions. 

The  univerfal  axiom  in  which  all 
complaifancc  is  included,  and  finom 
which  flow  all  the  formalities  which  cuf* 
toin  has  eftabliihcd  in  civilifed  nations^ 
is,  That  no  man  Jbould  gi*ve  any  prift'* 
rence  to  himfelf,  A  rule  lb  comprehta- 
live  and  certain,  that,  perhaps^  it  is  not 
eafy  for  the  mind  to  image  an  incirility, 
without  fuppoiing  it  to  be  broken. 

There  arc,  indeed,  in  every  place»  fome 
particular  modes  of  the  ceremonial  part 
of  good -breeding,  which,  being  arbi- 
trary and  accidental,  can  be  learned  only 
by  habitude  and  converiation:.  fuch  ar^ 
the  forms  of  falutation,  the  different 
gradations  of  reverence,  and  all  the  ad- 
ju(l]pent9  of  place  and  precedence. 
Thele,  however,  may  be  often  violated 
without  offence,  if  it  be  fufficiently  evU 
dent,  that  neither  malice  nor  pride  con- 
tributed to  the  failure;  but  will  not 
atone,  however  rigidly  obferved,  for  the 
tumour  of  infolcnce,  or  petulance  of 
contempt. 

I  have,  indeed,  not  found  among  any 
part  of  mankind,  lefs  real  and  rational 
coniplaifiincc,  than  among  thofe  who 
havv?  pafTt'd  thtir  time  in  paying  and  re- 
ceiving viTiis,  in  frequenting  publiclc 
efttcrrainmcnts,  in  fttidying  the  exaft 
meuAires  of  ceremony,  and  in  watching 
al  1  the  variaiion^  oi  {lftv\Qina!6V&  coqx\x&5  . 

They  kiww,  'uuiMit  U  n^x.  >m»w 
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fhey  may  heat  the  door  of  an  acquaint- 
Bnce»  how  many  fteps  they  muft  attend 
kim  towards  the  gate,  ami  what  interval 
fconld  pa£i  before  h  s  vilit  is  returned  $ 
but  (Hdom  extend  their  care  beyond  the 
exterior  and  uneiTential  parts  of  civilitv, 
Bnr  refufi!  their  own  vanity  anygratin- 
cation,  however  expenllve,  to  the  quiet 
of  another. 

Tnrphcrus  is  a  man  remarkable  for 
fpLendour  and  ercpence;  a  man  that,  hav- 
iag  been  originiily  placed  by  his  for> 
tune  and  rank  in  the  tirll  clafs  of  the 
community,  has  :icquired  that  airof  dig- 
nity and  that  rcadinefs  in  the  exchange 
of  compliments,  which  courts,  balls,  and 
levees,  eafily  confer. 

But  Trvpherus,  without  any  fettled 
pnrpotes  of  malignir\',  p:utly  by  his  ig- 
Borance  of  human  nature,  and  partly 
by  the  habit  of  contemplating  with  great 
fiitUfaclion  his  own  grandeur  and  riches, 
if  hourly  giving  diiguft  to  tliofe  whom 
diauce  or  expectation  fubje£l  to  his  va- 
lutv. 

To  a  man  whofe  fortune  confines  him 
to  a  fmall^ufc,  he  declaims  upon  the 
}»learure  of  fpacious  apartments,  and  the 
convenience  of  changing  his  lodging- 
loom  m  different  parts  of  die  year;  tells 
bim,  that  he  hates  confinement;  and 
concludes,  that  if  his  chamber  was  le^s, 
be  (hould  never  wake  without  thinking 
^  a  prifon. 

To  Btxci-etas,  a  man  of  birth  equal 
to  himielf,  but  of  much  lefs  eftate,  he 
ftewtd  his  fervices  of  plate,  and  remark- 
ed that  fuch  things  were,  indeed,  no- 
thing better  than  coftly  trifles,  but  that 
no  man  muft  pretend  to  the  rank  of  a 
grntleman  without  them;  and  that  for 
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his  part,  if  his  efbte  was  fmal 
fhould  not  think  of  enio\ing  b 
cieafinjB^  it,  and  would  enquin 
trade  for  his  eldefl  ion. 

He  has,  in  imitation  of  fbm 
acute  obferver  than  himfelf,  coll 
great  many  fhifts  and  artifices  by 
poverty  is  concealed ;  and  amoi 
ladies  of  (inall  fortnne,  never  1 
talk  of  frippery  and  flight  filks,  i 
convenience  of^  a  general  moumi 

I  have  been  inmlted  a  thoufan* 
with  a  catalogue  of  his  m^hu 
jewels,  and  his  rarities^  which, 
he  knows  the  humble  neatnefs 
habitation,  he  feidom  fails  to  cc 
by  a  declaration,  that  wherever 
a  hou&  meanly  fnmifhed,  he  < 
the  owner's  tafte,  or  pities  his  p 

This,  Mr.  Rambler,  is  the  i 
of  Trypherus,  by  which  he  is  1 
the  terror  of  all  who  are  lefs  v 
than  tnmfelf  ,  and  has  raifed  innur 
enemies  without  rivalry,  and  i 
malevolence. 

Yet  though  all  are  not  equal! 
pable  with  Tryphems,  it  is  fcarcc 
tible  to  find  any  man  who  does  ii 
quently,  like  him,  indulge  his  ow 
by  forcing  others  into  a  comparifc 
himfelf,  when  he  knows  the  adv 
is  on  his  fide,  without  confiderin 
unneceffarily  to  obtrude  unpleafing 
is  a  fpecies  of  oppreffion;  and  th: 
little  more  criminal  to  deprive  a 
of  fome  real  advantage,  than  to 
nipt  that  forgetfulnefs  of  tt^s  a 
which  is  the  next  happinefs  to 
polTcffion.  i^,8cc. 

EUTltO 


N*  XCIX.   TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  26,  17S1 

SCILICET  INGENIIS    AMQVA  EST  CONCORDIA  JUNqTlIf 
ET   5ERVAT    STUDII  rOEVEEA  q.UlSq.UE  SUI, 

aVSTICUS  ACKICOLAM,  MILES    FERA  BELLA   CEEENTEM^ 
EECTOBEM  DUBlje    MAVITA  PUPPIS  AMAT. 

Ovid. 

congenial  passions  souls  rorf.ther  bind, 
akdev*tycalllngmimglbsw1th  it*s  kind} 
soloike  unites  with  solpifk,  swain  with  swaisi, 
the  maeimer  witk  him  that  roves  the  main. 

F.  Lewf] 

IT  has  been  ordained  by  Providence,  of  life  with  which  the  elements  tr 

for  the  coniervation  of  order  in  the  pled,    that  ererv   creature  fhonl 

iminenk  ratiety  of  nature,  and  for  the  drawn  by  fome  lecreC  attraction  tc 

jt^^uUr pnj^agaa^  flfdue  fevcral  cUl[c%  oi  Yu&^^wtvV^^^  ^MltbaLWitLvc 
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v\  domellick  animals  which  na- 
.mitc  into  companies,  or  cohahit 
,  ihould  continue  faithfiil  to  their 
but  even  thole  rav.?nous  and 
s  fai'ages  which  Ariftotle  ob- 
icvcr  to  be  gi-egarioiia,  (ho\iId 
nountains  and  dderts  in  fearch 
anot'icr,  rather  than  pollute  the 
Mth  amonftrous  birth, 
le  perpetuity  and  dilHn^lion  of 
:r  tribes  of  the  ci-eation  require 
y  fhould  be  determined  to  pro- 
ti  by  Ibme  uniform  motive  of 
or  fome  cogent  pnnciple  of  in- 
t  is  neccfTii-y  likewift*,  that  man, 
idcr  capacity  demands  more  gra- 
is,  and  who  feels  in  himfelf  in- 
ble  wants,  which  a  life  of  foll- 
nnot  fupply,  and  innumerable 
to  which  it  cannot  give  employ- 
hould  be  led  to  fuitable  com- 
by  particular  influence;  and 
nany  bcinjrs  of  the  fame  nature 
nftit,  he  may  fclcft  fome  for  in - 
u)d  tender ncfs,  and  improve  the 
n  of  his  exil^encc,  by  (uperadd- 
ndihip  to  humanitj',  and  the 
ndividuals  to  that  of  the  fpecics. 
'  animals  are  Co  formed,  that 
m  to  contribute  very  little  to  the 
fs  of  each  other,  and  know  nei- 
,  nor  g^ricf,  nor  love,  nor  hatred, 
liey  are  urged  by  fome  delire  im- 
y  Aihlcrvient  either  to  the  fup- 
thcir  own  lives,  or  to  the  con- 
fi  of  their  race;  they  therefore 
tppear  to  regard  any  of  the  mi- 
(criminations  whicn  diftingutfh 
s  of  the  fame  kind  from  one  an- 

f  man  were  to  feel  no  incentives 
leCs,  more  than  his  general  ten- 
)  congenial  nature,  Babylon  or 
,  with  all  their  multitudes,  would 
him  the  dcfolation  of  a  wilder- 
s  affections,  not  comprefl'cd  in- 
TOwer  compafs,  would  vanifh 
icntal  fire,  m  boundlcfs  evapo- 
hc  would  languifh  in  |)erpetual 
lit)';  and  though  he  might,  per- 
thc  firft  vigour  of  youth,  amufc 
with  the  fneih  enjoyments  of  life, 
en  curiofity  fhould  ceafe,  and 
fubfide,  he  would  abandon  him- 
le  fluAuationsof  chance,  with- 
i€img  help  againft  any  calamity, 
I  aay  willi  for  the  happinefs  of 

re  all  men  ii  aturduty,  fofsuru 


it  includes  a  general  habit  of  benevo- 
lence, and  readinefs  of  occafional  kind- 
nefs;  but  to  love  all  equallv  is  tmpoflible,' 
at  leall  impofHble  without  tne  ex-. 
tin£lion  of  thofe  paflions  which  novtf 
produce  all  our  pains  and  all  our  pica- 
fures;  widiout  tne  difufc,  if  not  the 
abolition,  of  fome  of  our  faculties,  and 
the  fuppreflionof  allour  hopes  andfear$ 
in  apathy  and  indifference. 

The  neceflities  of  our  condition  re- 
quire a  thoufand  ofiices  of  tendemefs^ 
which  mere  regard  for  the  fpecie«  will 
never  diftate.  Every  man  has  frequent 
grievances  which  only  the  folicitude  of 
friendfhip  will  difcover  and  remedy,  and 
which  would  remain  for  ever  unheeded 
in  the  mighty  heap  of  human  calamity; 
were  it  only  furveyed  by  the  eye  of 
general  benevolence,  equally  attentive  to 
cv«y  mifery. 

The  great  community  of  mankind 
is,  therefore,  neceflarily  broken  into 
fmaller  independent  focieties;  thefeform 
diftin6l  interefts,  which  are  too  fi-e* 
quently  oppofed  to  each  other,  and 
which  they  who  have  entered  into  the 
league  of  particular  governments  falfely 
think  it  virtue  to  promote,  however  de- 
flni6live  to  the  happinefs  of  the  refl  of 
the  world. 

Such  unions  are  again  feparated  into 
fubordinate  claffes  and  combinations^ 
and  focial  life  is  perpetually  branched 
out  into  minuter  fubdivifions,  till  it  ter- 
minates in  the  laflramificattons  of  private 
friend/hip. 

That  tnendfhip  may  at  once  be  fond 
and  lafiing,  it  has  been  already  obfervefl 
in  theft*  papers,  that  a  conrormity  of 
inclinations  is  neceflary.  No  man  can 
have  much  kindnefs  for  him  by  whom 
he  docs  not  believe  himfelf  eflecmed,  and 
nothing  fo  evidently  proves  eftecm  as 
imitation. 

That  benevolence  is  always  ilrongeft 
which  arifes  from  participation  of  the 
fame  pleafures,  fince  we  are  narunOl/ 
mod  willing  to  revive  in  our  minds  the 
memory  of  pcrlbns  with  whom  the  idea 
of  enjoyment  is  connected. 

It  is  commonly,  therefore,  to  little  pur- 
pofe,  that  any  oije  endeavours  to  ingrati- 
ate himfelf  with  fuch  as  he  cannot  accom- 
pany in  their  araufementsanddiverfions. 
Men  have  been  known  to  rife  to  favour 
and  to  fortune,  only  by  being  fiulful  in 
the  fports  with  which  their  patron  hap- 
pened to  be  dtVig|bxed«  ^  cvcvoaxtvcNA, 
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with  his  tafte  for  fome  particular  fpecieff 
of  curioAties,  by  rclifliing  the  fame 
wine,  or  applauding  the  fame  cooker)-. 

Even  thofe  whom  wifdom  or  virtue 
have  placed  above  regard  to  fuch  j>etty 
recommendations,  ninlt  nevcrthelcfs  he 
cained  by  fimilitude  cf  mamiei-s.  The 
Eigheft  and  nobldl  enjoyment  of  fami- 
liar life,  the  communication  of  know- 
ledge  and  reciprocation  of  fcndmcnts, 
inuil  always  prefuppofc  a  difpofition  to 
the  fame  inquiiy,  and  delight  in  the 
iainedilcoveries. 

With  what  fatisfaclion  could  the  po- 
litician lay  his  fchemes  for  the  reibrma- 
tion  of  laws,  or  his  comparifons  of  dif- 
ferent forms  of  government,  before  the 
chemift,  who  has  never  accudomed  his 
thoughts  to  any  other  objeft  than  fait 
and  iulphur?  or  how  could  the  aftrono- 
mer,  in  explaining  his  calculations  and 
conje£lures,  endure  the  coldnefs  of  a 
cramnuirian,  who  would  lofe  fight  of 
Jupiter  and  all  his  fatellites,  for  a  hap- 
py etymology  of  an  obfcure  word,  or  a 
betlei*  explication  of  a  controverted  line  ? 

Every  man  loves  merit  of  the  fame 
.  l^ind  with  his  own,  when  it  is  not  like- 
ly to  hinder  his  advancement  or  his  re- 
putationj  for  he  not  only  beil  under- 
itands  the  wortli  of  thofe  qualities  which 
Jhc  labours  to  culti\Tite,  or  the  ufeful- 
Befs  of  the  art  which  he  pra^ifes  with 
iuccdsy  but  always  feels  a  reflt6\etl 
pleaiiire  from  the  prailts  which,  though 
given  to  another,  belong  equally  to  him- 
iclf.  . 

There  is  indeed  no  need  of  rcfearch 
and  refinement  to  difcover  that  men 
'inuft  generally  Cckd:  their  companions 
from  Uxeii  own  ilate  of  life,  (ince  there 
are  not  ir.any  minds  furniHied  for  gi-eat 
?ai*iety  of  converlanon,  or  adapted  to 


multiplicity  of  intellectual    eni 
ments. 

The  failor,  the  acadcmick,  th 
yer,  the  median ick,  and  the  a 
have  all  a-call  of  talk  peculiar 
own  fraternity,  have  fixed  their 
tion  U}K)n  the  lunie  events,  ha^ 
engaged  in  aftairs  of  the  lame  fo 
make  ufe  of  allufions  and  illuli 
which  themfelvcs  only  can  undcj 

To  be  infeiSltd  with  the  pr^t 
particular  profeffion,  and  to  km 
the  language  of  a  fm^le  rank  c 
lals,  is  indecil  fufiiciently  del' 
But  as  limits  muft  be  always  fc 
excurfions  of  the  human  mini 
will  be  fome  fhidy  w^hith  eve 
more  zeaioufly  profccutcs,  ionic 
fubjcft  on  which  he  is  principall 
cti  to  convcrfej  and  he  that  c 
inform  or  belt  underlVand  him,  > 
tainly  be  welcomed  with  partic 
gard. 

Such  paitiality  is  not  wholl 
avoided i  nor  is  it  culpable,  unl 
fered  lb  far  to  predominate  as 
duce  averfion  from  e\  cry  other 
excellence,  and  to  (hade  the  luitn 
fimilar  virtues.  Thofe,  thcrefon 
the  lot  of  life  has  conjoined,  flic 
deavour  conllantly  to  approach 
die  incKnation  of  each  other,  in 
every  motion  of  concun  ent  dtf 
fan  eveiy  fpaik  of  kindred  curi 

It  has  been  juitly  obitrved,  t 
cord  genuiilly  op*.'iatcs  in  little 
it  is  inflamed  to  it's  utmolt  vel 
by  contraiiety  of  taile,  oftener 
principles;  and  might  thcrefoi 
monly  be  avoided  by  innocent  cu 
ty,  which,  if  it  wa5  not  at  firit 
tive,  ou^ht  always  to  be  the  coni 
of  iudiiioiublc  union. 
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N<^  C.     SATURDAY,    MARCH  2,    1751. 

OMNr    VAFEK  VITIUM   RIDENTI   FLACCL'S  AMICO 
TANCIT*    KT   ADMISSUS  CIRCUM   PRACORDIA   LUDIT. 

f  PZRSfUS. 

flOtACr,    WITH   SLY  INSINUATING  GRACK, 

l.AUGH'n   AT   HIS   TRIT-ND,  ANP   LOOK'D   HIM   IN    THl    FACE} 
WOCLn  RAISE    A   BLUSH'wHERE    SECRET   VICE    HE    FOUNO, 
AN1>   TICKLE   WHILE   HE    GENTLY   PRUB*D   THE   WOUND. 
WITH   tiEEMING   INNOCENCE   THE   CROWD   BEGUIL*!)} 
BUT   MAPI   TUB   DESPBRATl   PASSES^  WHEN    HK   SMIL'd. 

Dbtdik* 


TO  TIE  RAMBLER. 

S  very  many  wcll-ciifpolcc!  pcrfons, 
.  bv  the  unavoidable  necclfity  of 
affairs,  arc  Co  unfominatc  as  to  be 
ly  buried  in  the  countiy,  where 
ialwur  under  the  moll  ilcplorable 
raiKe  of  what  is  tranfa^ling  among 
polite  part  of  mankind,  I  cannot 
thinking  that,  as  a  publick.  writer, 
(hould  take  the  cafe  of  thcfc  truly 
paflionablc  objcfls  under  your  con- 
ation. 

Keie  unluppy  languiHiers  in  obfcu- 
Ihould  be  ruminied  with  fiich  ac- 
ts of  the  employments  of  people  of 
vorld,  as  may  engage  them  in  their 
al  remote corneis  to  a  laudable  imi- 
nj  or,  at  leafl:,  fo  fir  inform  and 
ire  them,  that  if  bv  anv  joyful 
ge  of  fituation  they  (dould  be  fud- 
y  tranfported  into  the  gay  fccne, 
may  not  gape,  and  wonder,  and 
,  and  be  utterly  at  a  lofs  how  to 
vc  and  make  a  proper  apj)cai-ancc 

is  inconceivable  how  much  tlic  wel- 
of  all  the  countiy  towns  in  the 
dom  might  l)c  promoted,  if  you 
Id  ufc  your  cliaritablc  ciuleavours  to 
in  them  a  noble  emulation  of  the 
ncrs  and  cuftoms  of  higher  life. 
3r  this  pui^Mfe  you  Oiould  giv«  a 
clear  amd  ample  <lercri{>tiou  of  the' 
le  let  of  polite  acquiremcntN';  a  coin- 
:  hiftory  of  forms,  faAiion<i,  fiolick^, 
nites,  drums,  hurricanes  balls,  af- 
dies,  r'^iottos,  mafqucnitjes,  auc- 
if  plavs,  operas,  pup)KM-fliows,  atid 
-ganiens}  of  aMtnoTe  delights  which 
,ubly  'CBgage  tlie  attention  of  the 
iuDltnie  chai:i6lcrs,  and  b]^  which 
have  brought  to  fuch  amazing  per- 
Ofi-tbe-  wSqU  art  suiJ  myAuy  of 


paffing  day  after  day,  week  after  week* 
and  year  after  year^^  witliout  tlie  heavy 
aniftancc  of  anv  one  thing  that  fornial 
creatures  arc  pieafed  to  c^I  ufeful  and 
neceflfary. 

In  giving  due  inftru6lions  through 
what  aeps  to  attain  this  (ummit  of  bus- 
man excellence,  you  may  add  fudi  irre- 
fiftible  arg'iments  in  it*s  favour,  as  muH 
convince  numbers,  who  in  other  in- 
dances  do  not  feem  to  want  natural  un-* 
derftanding,  of  the  unaccountable  error 
of  fuupofing  they  were  fent  Into  tlie 
worhl  for  any  otKerpurpofe  but  to  flut- 
ter, i'port,  and  ihine.  For,  after  all, 
nothing  can  be  clearer  than  that  an  ever*-, 
lalting  round  of  di\xriion,  and  the  more 
lively  and  hurrying  the  better,  is  tbe 
moll  important  end  of  human  life. 

Iv  is  really  prodigious,  fo  much  as  tho 
world  is  improved,  that  there  Ihould  ia 
th^fi:  days  oe  jx^rfons  fo  ignorant  and 
llupld  as  to  think  it  neccffaiy  to  mifpend 
their  time,  and  trouble  their  heads,  about 
any  thixi^  el(e  than  puriuing  the  prefent 
fancy;  tor  what  elfc  is  worm  living  for? 

It  is  time  enough  furely  to  th'mk  of 
confcquences  when  they  come;  and  aa^ 
for  the  antiquated  notions  of  duty,  tbc^ 
arc  not  to  be  met  with  in  any  French  no- 
vel, or  any  book  one  ever  looks  iato,( 
but  derived  almoll  wholly  from  the  writ- 
ings of  authors  who  lived  a  vali  manjt 
ages  ago,  and  who,  as  they  were  totali]^ 
Without  any  idea  of  thoie  accompliih- 
ments  which  now  chara^crife  people  ot 
diftiu^on^  have  been  for  fomc  time  link* 
ing  apace  into  utter  contempt.  It  does 
not  appear  that  even  their  moft  zealout 
SKlmirers,  for  fome  partilans  of  his  own 
uvct  every  writer  will  liave,  can  pretend 
Xfi  fay  thejy  were  ever  at  one  lid^tto. 

In  the  important  article  of  diverfions, 
the  ceremonial  of  vifits,  the  extatick  de« 
light  of  unfncwdVv  vivuxi^\^^xA>i\k- 
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meaning  civilities,  they  arc  ahfoUitcly 
lilcnt.  Blunt  tnith,  and  downright  ho- 
ncfty,  plain  clothes,  Haying  at  home, 
hard  work , -few  woids,  and  thofc  unen- 
livened with  ccnfure  or  double  meaning, 
arc  what  they  recommend  as  the  orna- 
ments and  pleafures  of  life.  Little  oaths, 
polilc  diflimuhtion,  tea-table  fcandal, 
delightful  indolence,  the  glitter  of  finery, 
the  triumph  of  precedence,  the  enchant- 
ments of  fiattery,  they  feem  to  have  had 
no  notion  of;  and  I  cannot  but  laugh  to 
think  what  a  figme  they  would  have 
made  in  a  drawing-room,  and  how 
frighted  they  would  have  looked  at  a 
gaming -table. 

The  noble  zeal  of  patriotifin  thatdif- 
dains  authority,  and  tramples  on  laws 
for  fport,  was  abfolutely  the  avcrfion  of 
thcfc  tame  wretches. 

Indeed,  one  cannot  difcovcr  any  one 
thing  they  pretend  to  teach  people,  but 
to  be  wife  and  pjood ;  acquirements  in- 
♦initcly  below  the  confideration  of  per- 
Ibns  of  taftc  and  fpirit,  who  know  now 
to  fpend  their  time  to  fb  much  better 
purpofc.      , 

Among  other  admirabk  improve- 
ments, pray,  Mr.  Rambler,  do  not  for- 
get to  enlarge  on  the  very  extenfivc  be- 
nefit of  playing  at  cards  on  Sundays,  a 
pra£lice  of  iuch  infinite  ufe,  that  we  may 
modcftly  cxpeft  to  fee  it  prevail  univer- 
fally  in  all  parts  of  this  kingdom. 

To  perfons  of  fafhion,  the  advantage 
is  obvious;  l)ccaufc,  as  for  fomc  ftrange 
reafon  or  other,  which  no  fine  gentle- 
man or  fine  lady  has  yet  been  able  to 
penetrate,  there  is  neither  play,  nor  maf- 
queradc,  nor  bottled  conjurer,  nor  any 
other  thing  worth  living  for,  to  be  had 
on  a  Sunday;  if  it  were  not  for  the  cha- 
ritable afliftance  of  whift  or  bragg,  the 
•e^nteel  part  of  mankind  muft,  one  day 
m  fcven,  neceflarily  fuffer  a  total  cx- 
tinilion  of  being. 

Nor  are  the  pcSbns  of  high  rank  the 
only  gainers  by  (o  falutary  a  cuftom, 
whjch  extends  it's  good  mfluence,  in 
fomc  degree,  to  the  lower  orders  df  peo- 
ple; l)ut  were  it  cjuite  general,  how  much 
better  and  happier  would  the  woiid  be 
than  it  is  even  now } 

•Tis  hard  upon  poor  creatures,  be 
they  ever  fo  mean,  to  deny  tliem  dioft. 
enjoyments  and  liberties  which  are 
equally  open  for  all.    Yet  if  ienraati 


were  taUght  to  go  to  chv.rch  or.  t 
fpcnd  fomc  part  of  it  In  iwauln; 
ceiving  inrtruftion  in  a  family  t 
ihe  reft  in  mere  fricndiy  conv 
the  poor  wretches  would  infulll 
it  into  their  heads,  that  theywi 
cd  to  be  fober,  modt-ft,  dlliL^t 
faithful,  to  their  maftcis  and  m 
Now  furely  no  one  of  comn 
dencc  or  humanity  would  wiili 
mclticks  infeftcd  with  Iuch  ftr: 
primitive  notions,  or  laid  untler 
merciful  rcfti-aints:  all  which 
a  great  mcaliirc,  be  prevent ct 
prevalence  of  the  good -ImmouiL 
that  I  would  have  you  lecomnn 
when  the  lower  kind  of  jxropit 
betters,  with  a  truly  lauilallc  Ij 
fulling  and  llyir.g  in  the  face 
rude,  ill -bred  dictators,  pict) 
bws,  they  are  thereby  excited 
monifhcd,  as  far  as  nations  c: 
nifh  and  excite,  and  lauyht 
too  have  an  equal  nu:lit  of  fctt 
at  defiance  in  fuch  inlhinccs  as 
ticular  neccHlties  and  Inclinat 
rcquii-e;  and  thus  is  the  liber 
whole  human  fpcclirs  mightily 
and  enlarged. 

In  fhoit,  Mr.  Rambler,  by 
rcprefentatlon  of  the  nunibcrltl 
ot  a  modilh  life,  you  will  1 
your  part  in  promoting  what  ei 
lecms  to  confefs  the  true  p'JiJx 
man  exiilcnce,  pcipetual  dl(1l| 
By  encouraging  people  to  e*m 
whole  attention  on  irirtcs,  a 
amufement  thoir  fole  ftudy, 
teach  them  how  to  avoid  man) 
eafy  reflexions. 

All  t!ie  foft  feelings  of  hum 
fympathics  of  friondfhip,  a) 
temptations  to  the  caic  of  a  fa 
folicitudc  about  the  gcK)d  or  ill 
with  the  whole  train  of  dome 
focial  affc£lions,  whidi  create : 
anxieties  and  cmbarrafTments 
happily  ftiflcd  and  fupprelTcd  i 
of  perpetual  delights;  and  a 
thoughts,  but  particularly  tha 
afiir^  be  baniihed  out  of  the 
moft  perplexing  apprehenfion, 
ly  a  molt  groundlefs  one 'too, 
very  clear  a  caie,  that  nobody 

I  am,  &c. 

Ch 


iy  9?ifV^im»  Cmkr, 
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NO  CI.    TUESDAY,    MARCH  5,  1751. 

MRLtA   JWBr«   HVBfftA   TIBI  VKL  HYMlTTIA  KASCf, 
ET  THYMA  CF.CftCPIJK  CORSICA  POX^IS  API. 

Mast* 

AiAs!  n»^R  SIR,  rnu  try  in  vain, 

IMPOSSllJltlTlES    TO  gain; 

NO   BEK    FROM   C"RSrCA's   RANK    JUICB9 

HYBLJEAN   HONEY  CAN   PROO,0C«. 


O  THE  RAMBLER. 

I N  G  by  fe^'eral  years  of  con- 
al  ftudy  treafurc  I  in  my  mind 
niher  of  principles  ami  ideas, 
tied  by  frequent  exercil'e  the 
applying  tliein  with  propriety, 
ining  tnein  with  rcadincfs,  I 
>  quit  tlie  univerfity,  where  { 
mylclf  as  a  gem  hidden  in 
and  to  mingle  in  the  crowd 
It  life.  I  was  ratundly  at- 
r  the  company  of  I  hole  who 
J  fame  a<;e  with  mvlelf;  and 
it  my  acatltmical  gravity  con- 
cry  little  to  my  rcputtition,  ap- 
acultics  tojocularin/aiici  bur- 

I  hus,  in  a  Ihort  tnne,  I  had 

•  imagiiuition  to  fuch  a  Rate  of 
id  cbuiLtion,  that  upon  eveiy 

fumed  away  in  burlU  of  wit, 
•rations  of  gaiety.  1  became 
en  the  idol  of  the  coffec-lwufe, 
:  winter  folic itcd  to  accept  the 
lip  of  five  clubs,  was  dragged 
e  totvery  new  play,  am!  quoted 
jnti'ovtrfy  upon  theatrical  me- 
tf\ery  publick.  place  furround- 
.uititudc  of  humble  au'litors, 
cd  in  other  places  of  rcfort  my 
nd  my  jefts,  and  was  boafted 
intimate  and  companion  by 
0  had  no  other  prcten  lions  to 
lintancc,  than  that  they  had 
colate  in  the  (hme  room. 

II  not  wonde:*,  Mr.  Rambler, 
ition  my  liicccfs  with  foinc  ap- 
f  triumph  and  elevation.  Pcr- 
,nd of  fuperiority  is  morctiat- 
Uuring  than  that  which  is  con- 
he  powers  of  conwfation,  by 
neous  fprightlincfs  of  fancy, 

•  of  language,  and  fertility  of 
In  otho-  exertions  of  genius, 

part  of  thcpraife  is  uaiuiowa 


F.  Lbwii. 

and  uncnjoycd;  die  writer,  indeei!, 
fprcads  his  reputation  to  a  wider  efctent, 
but  receives  little  pleafure  or  advantae^ 
from  the  diflPufion  of  his  name,  and  on)f 
obtains  a  kind  of  nominal  fovereigiitjr 
over  regions  which  pay  no  tribute.  The 
colloquial  wit  has  always  his  own  radi- 
ance refle6\ed  on  himfelf,  and  enjoys  all 
the  pleafure  which  he  bellows;  he  finds 
his  power  confeflTcd  by  every  one  that 
approaches  him,  fees  friendflup  kindling 
wiih  rapture,  and  attention  fwelling  into 
praile. 

The  defire  which  every  man  feels  of 
importance  and  eftecm,  is  fo  niuth  gra- 
tified by  finding  an  aflcmbly,  at  his  en- 
trance, brightened  with  gladnefs  ind 
hu(hed  witli  expe^ation,  that  the  recol- 
Icftion  of  fuch  diltindlions  can  fcarcelf 
fail  to  l^e  plcafing  v/henfoever  it  is  inno« 
cent.  And  my  confcicnce  does,  not  re- 
proach me  with  any  mean  or  criminal 
cffcfts  of  vanity  j  fince  I  always  employ- 
ed my  influence  on  the  fide  of  virtue, 
and  never  facrificed  my  underiiandin^ 
or  my  religion  to  the  pleafure  of  Rp- 
plaufe. 

There  were  many  whom  either  the  dc  • 
fire  of  enjoying  my  plcalantr}',  or  the 
pride  of  being  thought  to  enjoy  it* 
brought  often  into  my  company;  but  I 
was  carefied  in  a  particular  manner  by 
Demochares,  a  gentleman  of  a  large 
elbte,  and  a  liberal  difpofition.  Mf 
fortune  being  by  no  means  exuberant, 
inclined  roe  to  be  pleaied  vtnth  a  friend 
who  was  willing  to  be  entertained  at  hit 
own  charge.  1  became  by  daily  invi- 
tations habituated  to  hit  taole}  and,  as 
he  believed  my  acquaintance  neceflary 
to  the  chara6\er  ot  elegance  which  he 
was  defirous  of  elbbiiftiing,  I  lived  in 
all  the  luxury  of  affluence,  without  cx<« 
pence  or  dq^endence,  and  pafleci  my  hh 
m  a  perpetual  reciprocation  of  pleafure^ 
with  men  brou^t  xojgcrCD^  V|  (ss^^sa^ 
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of  acccmplinimcnts,  or  dtui-c  of  im- 
provement. 

But  all  power  has  it's  fphcrc  of  a6>i- 
Ti'ty,  hcyonfl  which  it  pnxhices  no  ef- 
fc«.  Democharcs  being  called  by  his 
affairs  into  the  coiintr)*,  imagined  that 
lie  fhciild  increalehis  popularity  hy  com- 
ing among  his  neighbours  accompn- 
nied  by  a  man  whofc  abilities  were  Co 
generally  allowed.  The  rejjort  ptc- 
iently  fpread  through  half  the  country 
that  Democliarcs  was  arrived,  and  had 
brought  with  him  the  celebrated  Hila- 
rius,  by  whom  fuch  merriment  wouhl 
be  excited  as  had  never  been  enjoyed 
or  conceived  before.  I  knew,  indeed, 
thepurpoic  for  which  I  was  invited ;  and 
as  men  do  not  look  diligently  out  for 
polTible  mtfcarriages,  was  plcafcd  to  find 
myfelf  courted  upon  principles  of  intc- 
rdl,  and  confidcrtd  as  capable  of  recon- 
ciling faflions,  compofing  fcu-.is,  and 
uniting  a  whole  province  in  focial  hap- 
pincis. 

After  a  few  days  fpent  in  adjufting 
his  domc:Hck  regulations,  Demochares 
invited  all  the  gentlemen  of  his  neigh- 
bourhood to  dinner,  and  did  not  fr^rgct 
to  bint  how  much  my  prefcnce  was  cx- 
pe6led  to  heighten  the  plcafurc  of  the 
icaft.  He  intonned  me  what  j)rejudices 
my  reputation  had  raifed  in  my  fa*,  our, 
and  i-cpreicntcd  the  fatisfaflion  with 
which  lie  flionld  fee  me  kindle  up  the 
blaze  of  merriment,  and  Aiould  remark 
the  various  effefts  that  my  fire  would 
have  upon  fuch  divcrfity  of  maiter. 

This  declaration,  by  which  he  in- 
tended to  quicken  my  vivacity,  filled 
mc  with  lohcitudc.  I  felt  an  ambition 
of  (hinlng,  which  I  never  knew  before ; 
and  was  therefore  embarraifed  with  an 
unufual  fear  of  difgrace.  I  pafled  the 
night  in  planning  out  to  mylclf  the  con- 
verfation  of  tlie  coming  day,  rccolIe^Vcd 
all  my  topicks  of  raillery,  propofed  pro- 
per fubjefts  of  ridicule,  prepared  fmart 
replies  to  a  thoufand  qucftions,  accom- 
fnodatcd  anfwers  to  imaginary  rcpaitees, 
and  fonned  a  magazine  of  i^emarks, 
apophthegms,  tales,  and  illuflrations. 

The  morning  broke  at  laft  in  the 
midil  of  thcfc  bufy  meditations.  I  rofe 
with  the  palpitations  of  a  champion  on 
the  day  of  combat;  and,  notwitnftand- 
ing  all  my  efforts,  found  my  fpirits  funk 
under  the  weight  of  expe^hition.  The 
company  ibon  after  b^n  to  drop  in, 
and  every  one,  at  his  entrance,  was  in- 
Mroditctd  to  }Ulariu9»    What  conccp- 
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t!on  the  inhabitants  of  this  re 
fonnrd  of  a  wit,  I  cannot  yet 
but  obferved  that  they  all  leeir 
the  regular  exchange  of  com 
to  turn  away   difappointed ; 
while  wc  waited  for  dinner, 
their  e}'es  firft  upon  me,  and  tl 
each  other,    like  a  tlieatrical 
waiting  for  a  (hew. 

From  the  uneailnefs  of  this 
I  was  relieved  by  the  dinner 
eveiy  attention  was  taken  up  b^ 
fniefs  of  the  hour,  I  funk  qui 
level  with  the  reft  r,t  the  compa 
no  fooner  were  the  difl'.es  rcmo' 
inllead  of  cheei-ful  confidence 
miliar  prattle,  an  univerfil  file 
fhcwcd  their  expcdation  of  1< 
ufual  pciformance.  My  fiii-T 
voured  to  roufe  them  Ky  hes 
quellions,  but  they  aniwjcd 
great  brevity,  and  immediatel) 
into  their  fonncr  taciturnity. 

1  had  waited  in  hope  of  fon 
tunity  to  divcittheni,  butcoul 
pals  opened  for  a  lingle  fully; 
can  be  meny  without  an  obie6^ 
After  a  few  faint  effor:';,  w 
duccd  neither  applaufo  nor  o) 
I  was  contj.nl  to  minijle  with 
to  put  round  theglafs  in  filvnce 
licc  myfelf  with  my  own  co 
tions. 

My  friend  looked  round 
guffts  flared  at  one  another;  ar 
and  then  a  few  lyllables  wei 
with  timidity  and  hcfitaiion,  t 
none  ready  to  nitike  any  reply, 
faculties  were  frozcr.,  and  evei 
took  away  fr»m  our  capacity  of 
and  difpofition  to  be  plcafcd 
paiftid  tnehoui*s  to  which  fo  m 
pinefs  was  decreet!  i  the  hours  w 
by  a  kind  of  open  proclamation, 
voted  to  wit,  to  mirtli,  and  to  H 

At  laft  the  night   came  on, 
necedity  of  parting  freed  us 
pcrfecutions  of  each  other, 
them,  as  they  walked  along  t 
murmuring  at  the  lofs  of  the 
enquiring  whetlier  any  man  vi 
a  lecond  vifit  to  a  houie  haui 
wit. 

Demochares,  whofe  bcncv 
greater  than  his  penetration,  ha 
tered  his  hopes  with  the  fecoi 
nour  which  he  was  to  gain 
fprightlinefs  and  elegance, 
aBe6Uon  with  which  he  ihoiil 


rii**  VI. 
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not  able  to  conceal  his  vexation  and 
nunent,  nor  would  calily  he  con- 
t'd, I  hit  I  had  not  lacrificetl  his 
cii  to  lullcnncfs  and  cupricc,  and 
oully  endeavoured  to  diT^uft  hU 
iif  and  fupprtfl'cd  my  |K)wcrs  of 
^hting,  in  obliinate  and  p:-emedi- 
Ifiience.  I  am  infonnvd  that  the 
oach  of  their  ill  reception  is  divided 
the  gentlemen  of  the  country  he- 
m  as^  foine  being  of  opinion,  that 
friend  is  deluded  by  an  iinpoftory 
I,  diongh  he  has  found  fome  nit  of 
ling  his  favour,  is  rifraid  to  fpeik 
irt  men  of  more  penetration  j  and 
n  concluding,  that  I  think  only 
uion  the  proper  theatre  of  myabili- 
.  and  difdain  to  exert  my  genius 
tlwjpraife  of  nifticks. 
bcbcve,  Mr.  Rambler,  that  it  has 
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fonietimcs  hnppcned  to  others  who 
have  the  good  or  ill  fortune  to  be  cele- 
brated tor  wits,  to  fall  under  the  fame 
ccniurcs  upon  the  like  dccnlion.^.  I 
hope  tlwr-'forc  that  you  wili  prevent  any 
rjiiirepreien  tat  Ions  of  fuch  tailurci,  by 
remarking,  that  invention  is  7ior  wholly 
at  the  command  of  it's  poiT-fTr;  that 
the  power  of  plcafmg  is  very  often  ob- 
ftnicte-l  by  the  deiiic  j  that  all  cx|)e^a- 
tion  leifcns  Ir.rprizc,  yet  fome  fui-}>ii7C 
is  nccciT.iry  to  gaicry;  arvJ  that  thofc 
who  dcfiri:  to  pruiakc  of  the  pl'jafurcof 
wir  miift  contrilvite  to  it's  produi^^icn, 
fmce  the  mind  ll:i^nites  wiinout  exter- 
nal ventilation,  and  that  ctf;.rvcfccnce 
of  the  fancy  which  fladics  into  tranf- 
poit  can  be  raifed  only  by  the  infuiion 
of  difllmilar  ideas* 


N«  CII.    SATURDAY,  MARCH  9,  1751, 

irSA  q.UOqVK  ASBXDVO  LABUNTVR   TEM7CRA  MOTO 
XOM  IBCUS   AC   TLUMETi:  NEQ.VX   EMM  CnNSISTERC  rLUMBKy 
WKC  LIVIi  HORA  rOTESTJ    SED  UT   VKUA  IMPEI.LITL'R  UNPAy 
VRGSTURQJUI   PRIOR  VEKIENTE,  URGRTq_UE  PRXORBV, 
TSMFOEA  ilC  ruCIUNT  PARITER,  PARITERq.UB  SX^OUNTUR. 

Ovia« 

WITH  CONSTANT  MOTION  Al  THX  MOMENTS  GLTDX| 
BEMOLD  IN  RUNNING  LIFE  THE   ROLLING  TIDB! 
FOR  NONX  CAN  STEM  BY  ART,  OR  STOP   BY  POW'R, 

thb  flowing  ocean,  or  the  fleeting  hourt 
but  vavc  by  wave  pursu*d  arrlvrs  on  shorx^ 
amd  bach  impelled  behind  impels  beforet 
•o  timb  on  time  revolting  we  pescryj 
so  uinvtxs  follow,  and  to  minutes  fly. 

Clphinston. 


IFE,*  fays  Seneca,  '  is  a  voyage, 
^  *  in  the  progprfs  of  which  we  are 
rpetually  changing  our  fcencs:  wc 
ft  leave  childhood  behind  us,  then 
uthf  then  the  years  of  ripened  man- 
oAf  then  the  better  and  more  pleaf- 
l  part  of  old  age  /  The  perufal  of 
poflase  having  incited  in  me  atnin 
efle^ions  on  the  ftate  of  man,  the 
fimt  fluAuation  of  his  wifhes,  the 
ual  change  of  his  difpofition  to  all 
rnaloKjeas,  and  the  tnoughtlefrners 
which  he  floats  alon?  the  ftream  of 
,  I  funk  into  a  flumber  amid  ft  my 
irations,  and  on  a  fudden  found 
iin  filial  with  the  tumult  of  labour, 
houts  of  alacrity,  the  flirieks  of  a- 
I,  the  whiftle  of  winds,  and  the  dafli 
raters. 

[y  aftonifliment  for  a  6me  nprefjkd 
nma£iff  bm /oottitcavtriAg  mfm 


fclf  fo  far  as  to  enquire  whither  wc  were 
goinij,  and  what  was  the  caul'c  of  fuch 
clamour  and  confufion,  I  was  told  that 
they  were  launching  out  into  the  oceam 
of  li/e\  that  wc  had  alieidy  paflcd  the 
ftrcij;hts  of  infancy,  in  which  multitudes 
hati  pcrilhed,  fome  by  the  weakncfs  and 
fragility  of  their  vefTels,  and  more  by 
the  folly,  pcr\'erfcncls,  or  negligence,  of 
thofe  vi4io  undertook  to  fteer  them ;  and 
that  we  weie  now  on  the  main  fca^ 
abandoned  to  the  winds  and  billows, 
without  any  other  means  of  fecurity  than 
the  care  of  the  pilot,  whom  it  was  auwayt 
in  our  power  to  choofe  airiong  great 
numbers  that  offered  their  dircftion  and 
afliiiince. 

I  then  looked  round  with  anxious  ea- 
gcmefs;   and  firll  turning  to^  rjt\  Vjt- 
hind  mc,  faw  a  ftream  ^o\V\t\^^w^^ 
flowerjr  iflattds  ^lAuc^  cra^  ot*:  ^^(^ 
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failed  airn;;  ^-rmf^'  to  nebcid  with  p!c':i- 
ftircj  Inn  no  r(^«;v.r  touchvii,  rh  '.n  the 
currer.tjV.Iiirl:,  »Ioi;:::!i  nof  :•.(.;■■.  ;  i-  fir- 
bidcnt,  w:.,  \::  iivi 'irtiMf,  lH»rc  Ijiiu 
away.  x,.  yo,!.;  ^'^d-.  ii'umls  nllvvii'^  ..-ai  i:- 
ijcr^  nor  colli  1  any  or  the  luiVji-pv.-^ 
dtfcrlii::  iV.e  iItm;-  u*  \v!\:ch  hf  tlrli  c;n- 
harkcd.  BcrVrt  ir.c,  lukI  e?.('h  t)ther 
fide,  wasanc'cnarill;  of  writers  violently 
«gitr!ted/Jind  covtred  with  fo  thick  a  mi  if, 
that  the  niofl  pti'lplcuovi',  eye  could  fee 
but  a  litllc  way.  It  anpc:irv.d  to  be  full 
of  rocks  and  whirl  pool  5,  tor  inn?!  y  funk 
tincxpCiSlcdly  v»-hilc  they  were  cl .ir.in;^ 
the  ^le  \\irh  fall  f?.ils,  and  infulri:v; 
thofc  whom  they  liad  It  ft  behlnvl.  So 
uumcvoiis.  Indeed,  were  ihe  dangers, 
snd  fo  thick  the  darknef«<,  thiit  iio  crui- 
tion  coidd  corner  Hc^.riry.  Y't  th.rc 
were  many  who,  by  falf.?  int(.]Vj.%r.cc, 
betrayed  their  folniv.  ers  into  wn":  :jkj()1«, 
or  by  \iolence  piiftir.d  thofc  v.h<...n  they 
foTind  in  their  way  :i;j[ajnft  th;-  rv:ck".. 

The  current  was  invnriahlc  an:l  in- 
iiirrnoun table;  l>i,t  thoui^h  it  was  iin- 
poij^^ijto'faila'^.iinfl  it,  ortorct-Jin  to 
tlie  pl.ice  that  was  once  palFcd,  yet  it 
>var.  not  i'y  viohnt  ns  to  ullow  nooppgr- 
lunities  for  de?:lcMty  or  courage,  fin»c, 
thoMgh  none  could  retreat  back  from 
danger,  yet  riiey  m'ght  often  avoid  it  by 
cbiiquc  di region. 

It  was,  however,  not  very  comrnon 
in  Itecr  with  much  care  or  prudtncej 
for  by  jHirne  i^nivcrfal  infatuation,  tvcry 
i5ian  apjAraivd  to  think  himlLlf  Ihft*, 
though  he  Cavr  his  conibrts  tv^rv  nio- 
ir.:nt  finking  round  him;  and  nofu<;ncr 
h:id  th«'  waves  clof^d  over  th-Jin,  than 
.  their  fate  and  their  mifcomluft  were  for- 
gotten'; {hcvoyapew.ispuifucd  with  iHe 
fame  jocund  confidence;  every  man  con- 
pratulatcd  himk-lf  upon  tlic  foundncfs  of 
his  vcllel,  and  bdli^veil  himfelf  able  to 
ftcm  the  whiiln<jui  in  which  his  friend 
was  i'wal lowed,  or  [jlide  over  the  rocks 
0;i  w!i:-.;'i  lie  w.is  daflied :  nor  was  it 
cftLnobilived  thit  the  light  of  a  wreck 
made  .-uy  man  change  his  courfe;  if  he 
tni-ncd  alT'.k-  for  a  moment,  hv*  foon  for- 
pot  ihe  riiiMivr,  :ind  left  himfcli' again  to 
tiiv"  dii'jrtifiil  of  chance. 

This  negligence  did  not  proceed  from 
indiiFercnce,  or  from  wcarincfs  of  their 
|»refent  condition;  for  not  one  of  ihoi'e 
who  thus  rufhed  upon  dcltruition  fail- 
ed, when  he  was  fmking,  to  call  loudly 
upon  his  adbciatci  for  tliat  help  which 
coithi  not  now  be  given  him 5  and  many 
IffCDt  tbuir  UA  moxncniii  in  cauliosunj; 


othcr<;  ag.iin'l  t'r^e   follv  bv  v 
Were  int-jr^-cM^ei  in  the  mid 
courfe.     Tl-.L-rr  be:Kvii[iiicj 
time:  ptaij'i.-:!,    but    their   av 
we  10  \:n!ey'.i..lcd. 

'i'hc  vtiilis  in  which  we  hi 
c:l  being  c-.jr.f-ile.'ly  u'.-."qu-.d 
bulcnceof  the  ihcam  of  life, 
bly  impaired  in  tlic  courfe  of : 
fo  that  every  purtngtr  \va>  tt 
how  long  foe',  .r  lie  mi^;h:,  b 
abK:  accidctits,  or  by  ir.c.'fur.-, 
be  prell'rv.-l.  I;.-  mu-l  ili/s.  ai 

Thi>  n .  '.-.-liity  of  p-.-vi::ii .-:  ■,  1 
been  e>;pjcicd  to  Ku'.'.Vr.  the 
intimidate  the  d:i:ir.^,  at  Ic: 
the  melancholy  and  tiinoruu 
tu  il  torment  r,  aul  hinder  t 
anv  tnioym:vr  of  thevjiri.'ti,. 
fitications  v/hi'jh  ii.iiure  t-lfcv. 
the  foLicedf  their  labours;  y 
none  leciiied  i.f-  10  expeit  « 
than  thole  to  wlic>:n  it  w?&  n 
ful;  ihcyallhid  the  art  of 
their  d.mger  from  iMeniieI\e< 
vho  kM-..-.v  their  inability  ti 
figiit  of  the  txiio-.b  tha't  e 
their  wav,  took  rjiv  pevirtc 
ward,  b'.it  loutid  li>me  ani"i 
the  prefenr  nioment,  and  [y\ 
tcrtairiCd  thcmfelves  bv  \,h 
Hope,  wlio  w.:;.  thu  conftini ; 
the  \oy'<«;C  of  life 

Yet'ali  tint  Hojn- ventured 
even  to  thole  v.'liv.m  fh-e  f -,'v 
was,  not  that  tV.iv  ihould  t 
that  they  fliould  filik  la't;  ar 
pronfife  ex'cry  one  w;»s  I'atisfi 
lie  laughed  at  the  re!l  for  iLvr 
lleyc  it.  Hope,  imltol, 
mocked  the  cix-dulitv  of  h 
nions;  for  in  projx)riion  as  i 
grev/  Iwsky,  (lie  reJ.oublcd  hei 
of  fafety;  and  none  were  m 
making  provifions  for  a  lor 
than  th'jy  whom  all  but  ther 
likely  to  peri.'h  foon  by  irrcj 
cay. 

In  the  midft  of  the  airrent 
tlic  y,iilpk  of  Intemperance, 
whirlpool,  interfperfeit  with 
which  the  pointed  nags  wen 
underwater,  and  the  tops  cc 
hcrbate,  on  which  Eafe  fprc 
of  ivjM)fr,  and  widi  fliadcs,  \ 
fure  wajbled  the  (bng  of 
Within  light  of  tliefe  rocks  ?. 
ed  on  the  ocean  of  life  mull 
^af^.     Reafon,  indeed,  was 
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outlet  by  which  they  might 
but  very  few  could,  by  her  m- 
)r  rcmonftrances,  be  induced  to 
rudder  into  her  hand,  without 
\g  that  file  fhould  approach  Co 

0  the  rocks  of  PleaAire,  that 
rht  folace  themfelves  with  a  fhort 
It  of  that  delicious  region,  after 
ley  always  determined  to  pur- 
courfe  without  any  other  devia- 

1  was  too  often  prevailed  upon 
thcfe  promifes,  as  to  venture 

jc  within  the  eddy  of  the  gulph 
nperance,  where,  indeed,  the 
(ludon  was  weak,  but  yet  in- 
[  the  courfe  of  the  veflel,  and 
by  infenfiblc  rotations,  to- 
ic  center.  She  then  repented 
rity,  and  with  all  her  force  en- 
d  to  retreat  j  but  the  draught  of 
1  was  generally  too'ftrong  to  be 
;;  and  the  pafTenger,  having 
1  circles  with  a  pleafmg  and 
locity,  was  at  laft  overwhclm- 
»ft.  Thofe  few  whom  Reafon 
to  extricate,  generally  fufFercd 
(hocks  upon  the  points  which 
Tom  the  rocks  of  Flcafure,  that 
:  unable  to  continue  their  courfe 
fame  ftrength  and  facility  as  be- 
:  floated  along  timoroufly  and 
tdangered  by  every  breeze,  and 
by  every  ruffle  of  the  water, 
funk,  by  flow  degrees,  after 
Fgles,  and  innumerable  expe- 
Iways  repining  at  their  o^n 
d  warning  others  againil  tlie 
oach  of  the  gulph  of  Intern- 
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There  were  artilU  who  profcfTed  to 
repair  the  breaches  and  flop  the  leaks 
or  the  veflels  which  had  been  fliattered 
on  the  rocks  of  Pleafure.  Many  ap- 
peared to  have  great  confidence  in  their 
ikill,  and  fome,  indeed,  were  pieferved 
by  it  from  finking,  who  had  received 
only  a  fingle  blow;  but  I  remarked  that 
few  veflels  lafted  long  which  had  been 
much  repaired,  nor  was  it  found  that 
the  artifts  themiclves  continued  afloat 
lonjzer  tlian  thofe  who  had  lead  of  tlieir 
aflTiftance. 

The  only  advantage  which,  in  the 
voyage  of  life,  the  cautious  had  above 
the  negligent,  was,  that  they  funk  later, 
and  more  fuddenly;  for  they  pafled  for- 
ward till  they  had  fometimes  feen  all 
thofe  in  whofe  company  they  had  iflued 
from  the  ftreights  of  infancy  periih  in 
the  way,  and  at  laft  were  overfet  by  a 
crofs  breeze,  without  the  toil  of  renli- 
'ance,  or  the  anguifh  of  expe6lation« 
But  fuch  as  had  often  fallen  againft  the 
rocks  of  Pleafure,  commonly  fubfided 
by  fenfible  degrees,  contended  long  with 
the  encroaching  waters,  and  harafl*ed 
themfelves  by  laboui«  that  fcarce  Hope 
herfelf  coula  flatter  with  fuccefs. 

As  I  was  looking  upon  the  various 
fate  of  the  multitude  about  me,  I  was 
fuddenly  alarmed  with  an  admonition 
from  fome  unknown  powci>— *  Gaze  not 

*  idly  upon  others  when  thou  thyfw*lf 

*  art  finking.     Whence  is  this  thought- 

*  lefs  tranquillity,  when  thou  and  they 

*  are  ccjually  endangered?'  I  looked} 
and,  feemgthe  gulph  of  Intemperance 
before  me,  (tart^  aud  awaked. 


J^^Cin.    TUESDAY,  MARCH    12,1751. 


Its  YOLUNT  SXCtCTA  OOMUS,    ATq^UB  INOK   TXMERI. 


Juv. 


IXT  tXARCH   THE  SlCltZTS  OF    THE  HOUSE,  AKD  SO 
X  WORiHlrP*D  THERE,    AND  FEAR'O  FOR  WHAT  THEY  KNOW. 


[OSITY  is  one  of  the  per- 
ent  and  certain chara£leri flicks 
nous  intellect.  Every  advance 
wkdge  opens  new  profpefts, 
ices  new  mcitements  to  further 
All  the  attainments  poflfible 
lent  ftate  are  evidently  inade- 
eur  capacides  of  enjoyment; 
ftnres  no  purpbfe  but  that  oi 
mikitkmi  dUcoTcry  has  no  ef- 


Dryden* 

fe6l  but  of  raifingexpeOation;  the  gra- 
tification of  one  dcfire  encourages  an- 
other; and  after  all  our  labours,  fludies, 
and  encjuiries,  wo  are  continually  at  the 
fame  diftance  from  the  completion  of 
our  fchcmes,  have  ftill  fome  wifli  impor- 
tunate to  be  fatisfied,  and  fome  faculty 
reftlefs  and  turbulent  for  want  of  vC^txv- 
jojrment. 

Thcdefiitof  knoWVtd^^  ^q>i^^- 
G  5  v^ 
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ten  animate!  by  cxtrlnfick  and  aclverti- 
tious  motives,  fcems  on  many  occafions 
to  operate  without  f\iSoi\ii nation  to  any 
other  principh;  we  a:*e  ea;^cr  to  ice  and 
hear,  withcit  intenrion  of  refeningour 
obfcrvations  to  a  farther  end;  we  climb 
a  mountain  for  a  pr3rpe(5l  of  the  plain; 
wc  fun  to  the  flrand  in  a  (lorm,  that  we 
may  contemplate  the  a^ltatioii  of  the 
watri:;  wc  range  from  city  to  cit)', 
though  wc  profefs  neither  archite^ui'e 
nor  fortification;  we  crofs  fcas  only  tq 
view  nature  in  nakedness,  or  magnifi- 
cence in  ruins;  we  arc  equally  allured  by 
povelty  of  every  kind,  by  a  CdiCn  or  a 
palace,  a  pataracl  or  a  cavern,  by  every 
thing  nide  and  eveiy  thing  pqliflicd, 
everv  thing  great  t?.nd  every  thinsj  little; 
we  do  not  fee  a  thicket  but  with  fome 
temptation  to  enter  it,  nor  i-cmark  an 
InfeSk  flying  before  usbutwiih  an  incli^ 
pation  to  purfueit. 

This  paffion  is,  perhaps,  regularly 
heightened  in  proportion  ai>  tlv:  Dowcrs 
of  the  mi'id  are  elevated  an-l  cniaiged. 
Lucan  therefore  introduces  Cselar  Ipeak- 
ing  with  dip:r.ity  Cuiable  to  the  gran- 
deur of  bis  dcfigns,  and  the  extent  of  his 
capacity,  when  he  declan-s  to  tho  hijtjh- 
pned  of  Eijrypt,  that  he  has  no  dcfire 
equally  powerful  with'  that  of  finding 
the  origin  of  the  Nile,  and  that  he  vould 
quit  all  the  proicclii  of  the  civil  wwr  foe 
a  fight  of  thofe  fountains  which  had  been 
{o  long  concealed.  And  HDU»er,  when 
he  would  furnifh  the  Sirens  with  a 
tjcmptation,  to  whif h  his  h?ro,  renowned 
for  wifdorii,  might  yield  without  dif- 
gi'acc,  makes  t-.ein  declai-e  that  none 
ever  departed  fiom  them  but  vith  in- 
p-cafe  of  knowledge, 

ThCi-e is,inde?d,f carce ?.oy  kind  of  idual 
acqiiijtment  which  may  not  be  applied 
to  fonie  ufe,  or  ^vMcli  may  not,  at  leaft, 
craiify  pride  with  occ-afiorral  fuperiority; 
nut  whoever  attends  the-  motions  of  his 
own  mind,  wi!i  :ind  that,  upon  the  firft 
nppearanre  of  an  objeft,  or  tnc  firll  ftart 
of  aqMetljon,  his  inclination  to  a  nearer 
vic\Y,  or  mo.c  accuiv.te  dticuilion,  prc- 
ccdt's  all  thoughts  of  profit,  or  of  com- 
{letition  ;  and  that  his  I'efircs  take  wing 
hy  ir.ftantancous  impulfe,  though  their 
flight  may  l>e  invigorateil,  or  their  eflK))t8 
rLiitA'e- .  «'/  fubfeqiient  confiderations. 
The  gi  p.tification  of  cv.riofitv  rather  frees 
usfrg^i  unsaiincfs  than  confers  pleafure; 
3*^e  are  move  paincj  by  ignorance  than 
fidighted  hy  inihoiflion.  Cunofity  i& 
ib^  ihiril  of  .«w  iQuJ  j  it  influpocs  and^ 


torments  us,  and  makes  us  t^i^  every 
^ing  with  joy,  however  otherwtfe  inG: 
pid,  by  which  it  may  be  quenched. 

It  is  evident  that  the  earlieft  frarchen 
after  knowleilge  n^uft  have  propofel 
knowledge  only  as  their  reward;  am} 
that  fcience,  though  perhajra  the  nurfling 
of  intereft,  was  the  daughter  of  curiofir 
tv:  for  who  can  believe  that  they  who 
firft  watched  the  courfe  of  the  ftars  forc: 
faw  fhc  ufe  of  their  difcoveries  to  the  fa- 
cilitation of  commerce,  or  the  menfun* 
tion  of  time  ?  They  were  delighted  with 
the  fplendor  of  the  no^lumal  flcies,  they 
found  that  ^hc  lights  changed  their  placesj 
v/hat  they  admired  they  were  anxious  to 
undcrftand,  and  ip  tin^e  traced  their  re- 
volutions. 

There  are,  indeed,  beings  in  the  fom 
of  inen,  who  appear  fatisfied  with  their 
intelle6lual  pondTions,  and  feem  to  live 
without  defirt  of  enlarging  their  concep- 
tions; before  whom  the  world  paHei 
without  notice,  anil  who  are  equally  un- 
moved by  natii|-e  or  by  art. 

This  neglic:ence  is  foretimes  only  the 
temporary  effcft  of  a  prp4oi7iinaot  paf- 
fion ;  a  lover  finds  no  inclination  to  tra- 
vel any  path  but  that  which  leads  to  the 
habitation  of  his  miftrefs^  a  trader ^aq 
fpare  litde  attentiqn  to  cpmmon  occur- 
EenpcS|  when  his  fortune  is  cndangeml 
by  a  itorm.  It  is  fivquently  the  confe- 
quence  of  a  total  imn^erfiqn  in  (enfualt- 
ty :  corporeal  pleafures  piay  be  indulged 
tdl  tlie  niemoi*y  of  every  othqr  ktndof 
happinefs  is  obliterated;  the  mii^,long 
habituated  to  a  lethargic]^  a^id  quiefcent 
ftatc,  is  unwilling  to  wake  to  the  tot!  of 
thinking;  and,  though  (he  may  (bme- 
times  be  difturbed  by  the  obtrufion  of 
new  ideas,  (brinks  back  again  to  igno- 
rance and  reft. 

But,  indeed,  if  we  except  them  to 
whom  the  continual  ta(k  ot  procuring 
the  fupports  of  life  denies  all  of^xmu- 
nitie»  of  deviation  from  their  own  nar- 
row trark,  the  number  of  fuch  as  live 
without  the  ardour  of.  enquiry  is  foy 
fmall,  though  pfipiny  content  themidfOI 
with  cheap  amufements,  and  vraAe  Acir 
lives  in  reieaixhes  of  no  importance. 

There  is  no  fnare  ipore  dangexoui  to 
bufy  and  excurfive  niinds  than  the  cob- 
vebs  of  petty  inquifi'tivenefs,  whidi  en- 
tangle them  in  tnvial  employments  and 
minute  ftudies,  ami  detain  them  in  a 
middle  ftate  between  the  tedioufiiels  of 
x.^\  \TvaL^\>iA')  '^d  the  fatigue  of  la? 
boY\o>^%  t,^o\v%^  ^w^QxvV  ^Qma  «l  oka 
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e  and  novelty,  and  vitiate  them 
;  luxury  of  leaj  ning.  The  ne- 
f  doing  fomething,  and  th<-  fear 
rtakinjg  much,  fmks  thehidbrian 
neafogift,  the  pliilofopiier  to  a 
[\  of  the  weather,  and  the  mu* 
:ian  to  a  conftru6>er  of  dials, 
happy  when  thofe  who  cannot 
themfelves  to  be  idle,  nor  refolvc 
dullrious,  are  at  Icall  employed 
injury  to  others;  but  it  leldom 

that  we  can  contain  ourfelvcs 
a  neutral  ftate,  or  forbear  to 
)  vice,  when  we  are  no  longer 
tOKVards  virtue. 

cuius  was  diftinguifhed  in  his 
ears  by  an  uncommon  livclinefs 
ination,  quicknefs  of  fagacity, 
nt  of  knowledge.  When  he  en- 
x>  life,  he  applied  himfelf  with 
ir  inquifitivenefs  to  examine  the 
motives  of  human  anions,  the 
attd  influence  of  mingled  afFec- 
le  different  modifications  of  in- 
id  ambition,  and  the  various 
f  mifcarriage  and  fuccefs  both 
:k  and  private  affairs, 
gh  his  fnends  did  not  difcover 

purpofe  all  thefe  obfervations 
leAcd,  or  howNugaculus  would 
nprove  his  virtue  or  his  fortune 
iceflfant  attention  to  changes  of 
ince,  burfts  of  inconfideration, 

paflion,  and  all  the  other  cafuaU 
which  he  ufed  to  trace  a  cha- 
rt they  could  not  deny  the  (ludy 
ji  nature  to  he  worthy  of  a  wile 
ey  therefore  flattered  nis  vanity, 
m1  his  diicoveries,  and  liilened 
imifTive  modclly  to  his  le^ures 
uncertainty  of  inclination,  the 
s  of  rcfolvcs,  and  the  inftability 
T,  to  his  account  of  the  vanous 
which  agitate  the  mind,  and  his 
of  the  modem  dream  of  a  ruling 

was  the  firft  incitement  of  Nu- 
to  a  clofe  infpeflion  into  the 
of  mankind.  He  had  no  inte- 
ewy  and  therefore  no  defien  of 
ation$  he  had  no  malevolence, 
;foredete£led  faults  without  any 
I  to  expofe  them;  .but  having 
nd  the  art  of  engaging  his  at- 
ipon  othersi  he  had  no  inclina>> 
ail  it  back  to  himfelf,  but  has 
it  time  in  keeping  a  watchful 
every  rifing  charaa^y  and  lived 


u{X7n  a  fmall  cflatc  without  any  thought 
of  encrcafing  it. 

He  is,  by  continual  application,  be- 
come a  general  malbr  of  fecrct  hifloiy, 
and  can  give  an  account  of  the  intngues^ 
private  marriages,  competiiionsj  and 
ttratagems,  of  half  a  century.  He 
knows  the  mortgages  upon  every  man's 
eilate,  thetcnnsuix>n  which  every  fpcnd- 
thrift  raifes  his  money,  the  real  and  rc- 

Sutcd  fortune  of  every  lady,  the  jointure 
jpulated  by  every  comraa,  and  tlie  ex- 
pectations of  every  family  from  maiden 
aunts  and  childlefs  acqti!iintances.  He 
can  relate  the  economy  of  every  houfe, 
knows  how  much  one  man*s  celldr  is 
robbed  by  his  butler,  and  the  laild  of 
another  underlet  by  his  flewaid;  he  can 
tell  where  the  manor-houfe  is  falling, 
though  laree  fums  aie  yearly  paid  for  re- 
pairs; ana  where  the  tenants  are  felling 
wooils  without  the  confcnt  of  the  OWner. 
To  obtain  all  this  ihti-IligCnce  he  is  in- 
advertently guilty  of  a  thoufand  a6l8  of 
ti*eachcry.  He  fees  ho  inan's  fervant 
without  draining  him  of  his  truft;  h6 
enters  no  family  without  flattering  the 
chilchxin  into  diicoveries;  he  is  a  perpe- 
tual fpy  upon  the  doors  of  his  neigh  ^ 
hours;  and  knows,  by  long  e^peiiencc, 
at  whatever  diflancci  the  looks  of  a  crc<>> 
ditor,  a  borrower,  a  lover,  and  a  pimp. 

Nugaculus  is  not  ill-natured,  and 
therefore  his  indlillry  has  not  Hitherto 
been  Very  mifchievous  toothers,  or  dan- 
gerous to  himfelf;  but  fmce  he  cannot 
enjoy  this  knowlctlge  but  by  difcovering 
it,  and,  if  he  had  no  other  motiVe  to 
loquacity^  is  obliged  to  traffitk  like  the 
chymifls,  and  purchafe  one  fecret  with 
another;  he  is  every  day  more  hated  as 
he  Is  more  known ;  for  he  is  confidered 
by  great  numbers  as  one  thlt  has  tlicir 
fame  and  their  happinefs  in  his  power, 
and  no  man  can  much  love  him  of  whom 
he  lives  in  fear. 

Thus  has  an  intention^  innocent  at 
firft,  if  not  laudable,  the  intention  of 
regulating  his  dwn  behaviour  by  the  ex- 
perience of  others,  by  an  aceidental  dc- 
clenfion  of  minutenefii,  betrayed  Nuga- 
culus, not  only  to  a  foolifli,  out  vicious 
wafte  of  a  life  which  micht  have  bc^u 
honourably  paffed  in  publick  fervicts, 
or  domeftick  virtues.  He  has  lofl  his 
original  intention,  and  given  uphis  mind 
to  employments  that  engrols,  but  do 
not  improve  it. 
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N'CIV.    SATURDAY,  MARCH  16,  1751. 

NIHIL  1ST   <iV0D  CR£D£RI    DB   SC 

noK  poisn 

JUVEKAL. 
NONE  e'er  'REJECTS  HYPERBOLIES  OF  PRAISE. 


THE  apparent  infufficicncy  of  every 
intlividual  to  his  own  happinefs  or 
lai'ety,  compels  us  to  fetk  from  one  ano- 
ther afliftancc  and  ibpport.  The  ne- 
ccflity  of  joint  efforts  for  the  execution 
of  any  great  or  cxtcnlivc  defign,  the  va- 
riety otpowcrs  difleminated  in  the  fpe- 
cics,  and  the  proix)rtion  between  the 
defers  and  excellencies  of  difFcrtnt  per- 
fons,  demand  an  interchange  of  help, 
and  communication  of  intelligence,  and 
by  frequent  reciprocations  of  benefi- 
cence unite  mankind  in  fociety  and 
friendship. 

If  It  can  be  imagined  that  there  ever 
vas  a  time  when  the  inhabiiante  of  any 
country  were  in  a  ftate  of  equality,  witli- 
out  diitinftion  of  rank,  or  pcc\iliarity  of 
poffeflions^  it  is  reafonable  to  believe  that 
every  man  was  then  loved  in  proportion 
as  he  could  contribute  by  his  ftrength,  or 
,  his  (kill,  to  the  fuj>ply  of  natural  wants; 
theiT  was  then  little  room  for  peevilh 
diflikc,  or  capricious  fiivour:  the  affec- 
tion admitted  into  the  hcaj  t  was  rather 
eftccm   than  tcnderntfsj  and  kindrofs 
was  only  purchafed  by  benefits.     But 
wlien,  by  ioice  of  policy,  by  wifllom,  or 
by  fortune,  pn)perty  andiiipcriority  were 
introduced  and  ellablifbcd.  To  that  many 
weix-  condemned  to  labour  for  the  llip- 
port  of  a  few,  then  they  v.hofe  poffcl- 
lions  fvvcllcd  above  ilicir  wants  natural- 
Iv  laid  out  their  fuj^eiHintics  upon  plea- 
lo.rej  and   thofe  who   cc\ild  not   g;iln 
fricndfliip  by  necefliiry  offces,  endea- 
voured to  promote  thi  ir  interel^  by  lux- 
urious gratifications,  and  to  create  nttd 
which  mey  might  be  courted  to  Aipply. 
The  dclircs  of  markindaie  much  more 
numerous  than  their  attainments,  and  the 
capacity  of  imagination   much  lai'gcr 
than  aclual  enjoyment.    Multitudes  arc 
therefore  unfatisficd   with   their  all<;i- 
ment;  and  he  that  hopes  to  improve  his 
condition  by  the  favour  of  anoihcy,  and 
either  finds  no  rc/om  for  the  exertion  cf 
great  nualities,  or  pcrct^ivts  hjmfelf  ex- 
celled oy  his  rivals,  v/ill,  by  oftier  Lxpc- 
dlcnti,  ciidear&ur  to  becoi^  ug^ic^ublc 


where  he  cannot  be  important,  anc 
by  degrees,  to  number  the  art  oj 
ing  among  the  mod  ufcful  ftudic 
mod  valuable  acquifitions. 

This  art,  like  others,  is  cultiv 
proportion  to  it's  ufefulnefs,  and 
ways  flourifh  moft  where  it  is  r 
warded  J  for  this  reafon  we  find  i 
tifed  with  great  affiduity  under  3 
governments,  where  honoui*s  an< 
are  in  the  hands  of  one  man,  wl 
endeavour  to  propitiate,  and  w 
become  fo  much  accullomed  to  - 
ance  and  officioufnefs,  as  not  < 
find,  in  the  moft  delicate  addre 
novelty  which  is  neceffary  to  pro 
tcntion. 

It  is  difcovered  by  a  very  few 

mcnts,  that  no  man  is  much  plea 

a  companion,  who  does  not  enci 

feme  refpecl,  his  fondncfs  of 

and,  therefore,  he  that  wilhcs  r 

be  led  i'oi-ward  to  profjventv  by 

tie  hand  of  favour,  than  to  force 

by  labour  and  merit,  muft  confi 

more  care  how  to  dilplay  his 

excellencies  than  his  own;  th: 

ever  he  approaches,  he  may  fill 

gination  with  pleafing  dreams,  a 

away  difguft  and  wcaiinefs  by 

tual  fucccfiion  of  delightful  im; 

This  may,  indeed,  lomctim< 

fefted  by  turning  the  attention  ' 

vantages  which  are  really  poll 

upon  prolpc^ls  w^Iich  reafon  fp 

fore  hope ;  for  whoever  can  d< 

require  to  be  couitcd,  has  prene 

ther  from  nature  or  from  foit\] 

which  be  may  review  with  fat 

and  of  which,  when  he  is  artfn 

led  to  the  contemplation,  hew 

bedlfplcaicJ, 

But  thofe  who  have  once 
iheir  unduilanding  to  an  applic 
ly  to  the  palHon^,  and  who  )m 
cd  to  derive  hojn:  from  any  oth 
lh:in  iudutiry  and  virtue,  fcld 


dignity  and  magnar.imity  fu 
defevid  them  arjunn't  the  conft; 
vtiKv:  vit'  itm^ViiLou  to  fallch 
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Jefirous  to  be  loved,  will  foon 
ter,  and  when  he  has  exhaiift- 
iriations  of  honed  praife,  and 
:  no  longer  with  the  civility 
ic  will  invent  new  topicks  of 
,  and  break  o\U  into  raptures 
nd  beauties  conferred  by  him- 

dgeries  of  dcpendancc  would, 
aggravated  by  hopcleflfnefs  of 

no  indulgence  was  allowed 
•n.     He  mat  will  abfolutcly 

patron  to  hear  only  the  com- 
5  which  he  deferves,  will  foon 

0  give  way  to  others  that  re- 
^ith  more  compafs  of  niufick. 
:ft  human  virtue  bears  no  pio- 
human  vanity.     We  always 

elves  better  than  we  arc,  and 
lly  dcfirous  that  others  (hould 
ill  better  than  we  think  our- 
'o  praife  us  for  anions  or  dif- 
jvhich  defcrve  praife,   is  not 

1  benefit,  but  to  pay  a  tribute, 
always  pretenfions  to  fame, 
our  own  heart?,  we  know  to 
blc,  and  which  vvc  arc  dcfir- 
ngthen  by  a  new  fuffrage;  we 
ys  hopes  which  we  fuf|H*6l  to 
ms,  and  of  which  wc  eagerly 
•very  confirmation. 

indeed,  be  proper  to  make  the 
aches  under  the  condu6l  of 
to  fecurc  credit  to  fulvirc  cn- 
by  fuch  praife  as  may  be  ra- 
he  confcicnce;  but  the  mind 
tuated  to  the  lufcioufnefs  of 
:comes,  in  a  (hoit  time,  nice 
ious,  and,  like  a  vitiated  na- 
ncclTantly  calling  for  higncr 
)ns. 

arcely  credible  to  what  degree 
It  may  be  dazzled  by  the  mill 
ind  wifdom  infatuated  by  the 
►n  of  flatter}';  or  how  lov/  the 
y  defcend  by  fucceflive  t^da- 
rvilit}',  and  bow  fwifily  it  may 
the  precipice  of  falfchood.  No 
imfeedy  obfervc,  without  in- 
on  what  names,  both  of  an- 
tnodern  times,  the  utmdft  exu- 
'  praife  has  been  lavifhed,  and 
ands  it  has  been  bellowed.  It 
yet  been  found,  that  the  ty- 
plunderer,  the  opprcflbr,  the 
^Pof  the  hateful,  tlic  mod 
of  the  profligate,  have  been 
'  cckbration*  which  they  were 


willing  to  purchafe,  or  that  wickednefs 
and  folly  have  not  found  correfpondcnt 
flatterers  through  all  thcirfubordinallonsy 
except  when  they  have  been  uflbciated 
with  avarice  or  poverty,  and  have  want- 
ed either  inclinatioa  or  ability  to  hire  a 
panegyrift. 

As  there  is  no  chara£ler  fo  deformed 
as  to  fright  away  from  it  the  prollitutes 
of  praife,  there  is  no  degree  of  eucnniaf-- 
tick  veneration  which  pride  has  refufedU 
The  emperors  of  Rome  AifFered  them- 
felves  u>  be  worshipped  in  their  lives  with 
altars  and  facrificesj  and  in  an  age  more 
enlightened,  the  terms  peculiar  to  the 
nraiic  and  worfhip  of  the  Supreme  Bc- 
mg  have  bc^n  applied  to  wretches  whom 
it  was  the  ixproach  of  humanity  to  num- 
ber among  men ;  and  whom  nothing  but 
riches  or  power  hindered  thofe  that  read 
or  wrote  their  deification,  from  hunting 
into  the  toils  of  juilice,  as  difturbers  of 
tliepeace  of  nature. 

There  are,  indeed,  many  amon?  tlie 
poetical  flatterers,  who  mu(l  be  religncil 
to  infamy  without  vindication,  and 
whom  we  mud  confefs  to  have  defertcd 
the  caufc  of  virtue  for  pay:  they  have 
committed,  againil  full  conviftion,  tlie 
crime  of  obliterating  the  diftin£Vions  be- 
tween good  and  evilj  and  inftead  of  op- 
pofing  the  encroachments  of  vice,  have 
incited  her  progrefs,  arul  celebrated  her 
ccnquefts.  But  there  is  a  lower  clafi 
of  fycophants,  whofe  under  (landing  has 
not  made  them  capable  of  equal  guilt. 
Every  man  of  hi<:h  rank  is  furrounded 
with  numbers,  who  hT.vc  no  other  nde 
of  thought  or  a^lion  than  his  maxims  and 
his  conduft;  whom  tht^  honour  of  l>eing 
numbered  among  his  acquaintance  re- 
conciles to  all  his  vices,  and  all  his  abfjr- 
ditles;  and  who  eafily  pcrfuatlcd  thcm- 
felves  to  cftcem  him,  by  whofe  regard 
they  con  fider  the mfclves  as  dillinguiflied 
anu  exalted. 

It  is  dangerous  for  mean  minds  to 
venture  thcmfclves  within  the  fpherc  of 
grcatnefs.  Stupidity  is  foon  blinded  by 
the  fplendorof  wealth,  and  cowardice  is 
eafily  fettered  in  tl\c  fhacklcs  of  dcpen- 
dancc. To  folicit  patroftagc  is,  at  lead 
in  the  rvent,  to  fet  virtue  to  file.  None 
can  be  pleafed  without  praife,  and  fv-w 
can  be  praifed  without  falfthood J  fe-.vcaii 
be  aiUduous  without  fcrvility,  and  none 
can  Lc  fcrvile  without  conuptlo!!. 


V.^  CN 


238 


THE    RAMBLER. 


N*  CV.    TUESDAY,   MARCH  19,    1751. 


I  AKIMOKPM 

IMPULIU9  ET  COtCA   MAGNAqjVE  CUPIDINE   DVCTI* 

TAIN   MAN  EUNS  HEADLONG*   TO  CAPIICE  BESIGN*D} 
IMPELL*D   BY    PASCIUNy    AND  V^'ITH   POLLY   BLIND. 


-J«». 


I  Was  latelv  confidering,  among  other 
obje^s  of  fpeculation,  the  new  at-> 
tempt  of  an  unwerfal  regifler^  an  ofHce 
in  which  every  man  may  lodge  an  ac- 
count of  his  fuperfluities  and  wants,  of 
whatever  he  dcfires  to  purchafe  or  to 
le!l.  My  imagination  foon  prefcnted 
to  me  the  latitude  to  which  this  defign 
may  be  extended  by  integrity  and  in- 
duftry,  and  the  advantages  which  may 
be  juftly  hoped  from  a  general  mart  of 
intelligence,  when  once  it*s  reputation 
fliall  be  fo  eftablifhed,  that  neitlier  re- 
proach nor  fraud  (hall  be  feared  from 
It}  when  an  application  to  it  (hall  not 
lie  cenfured  as  the  laft  refource  of  defhe- 
ration,  nor  it's  informations  fufpe^ted 
as  the  fortuitous  fu^eftions  ot  men 
obliged  not  to  appear  ignorant.  A  place 
isrhere  every  exuberance  may  be  dif- 
chai^ged,  and  every  deficiency  fupplied, 
where  every  lawful  padion  may  find  it's 
gratifications,  and  every  honeft  curiofity 
receive  fatisfa6lion ;  where  the  ftock  of  a 
nation,  pecuniary  and  intellectual,  may 
be  brought  together;  and  where  all  con- 
ditions of  humanity  may  hope  to  find 
relief,  pleafure,  and  accommodation; 
muft  equally  deferve  the  attention  of  the 
merchant  and  philofophtr,  of  him  who 
mingles  in  the  tumult  of  bufmefs,  and 
hira  who  only  lives  to  amufe  himfelf 
with  the  various  employments  and  pur- 
fuits  of  others.  Nor  will  it  be  an  unin- 
ftnifting  fchool  to  the  grcateil  mailers 

■  of  method  and  difpatch,  if  fuch  multi- 
plicity can  be  nreferved  from  embar- 
raflinent,  and  luch  tumult  from  inac- 
cvncy. 

Wnile  I  was  concerting  this  fplendid 
projefl,  and  filling  my  thoughts  with 
it*t  regulation,  it's  conveniJncies,  it's 
variety,  and  it*8  confequences,  I  funk 
gradually  into  (lumber;  but  the  fame 
imageti  though  lefs  diflin£l,  fHll  conti- 
nued to  float  upon  my  fancy.  I  per- 
ceived myfelf  at  the  gate  of  an  immenfc 
edifice,  where  innumerable  multitudes 

wert  ptifling  without  confufion  \  every 


face  on  which  I  fixed  my  eyes  (ecmed 
fettled  in  the  contemplation  of  fome  im- 
portant purpofe,  and  every  foot  was 
hailened  by  eagemefs  and  expe^tion. 
I  followed  the  crowd  without  knowing 
whither  I  (hould  be  drawn,  and  remain- 
ed a  while  in  the  unpleafing  itute  of  an 
idler,  where  all  other  beings  were  bufy, 
elving  place  every  moment  to  thofe  who 
had  more  importance  in  their  looki. 
Afhamed  to  (bnd  ignorant,  and  afraid 
^  to  a(k  quedions,  at  laft  I  faw  a  lady 
'  fweepine  by  me,  whom,  by  the  quick- 
nefs  of  hei'  eyes,  the  agility  of  her  flepSf 
and  a  mixture  of  levity  and  impatience, 
I  kne\v  to  be  my  long-loved  proteClrriiif 
Curiofity.  '  Great goddefs/ laid  I,  *.-na3r 
thy  votary  be  permitted  to  implore  tl^ 
favour?  If  thou  haft  been  my  direClrefs 
fi'om  the  firft  dawn  of  reafon,  if  I 
have  followed  thee  through  the  maze 
of  life  with  invariable  fidelity,  if  I 
have  turned  to  every  new  call,  and 
quitted  at  thy  nod  one  p^irfuit  for  an" 
other,  if  I  have  never  ftopped  at  thf! 
invitations  of  fortune^  nor  fon^ot  thy 
authority  in  the  bowers  of  pkafuic, 
inform  me  now  whither  chance  hat 
condu6led  me«^ 

<  Thou  art  now,*  replied  the  fmiliog 
power,  *  in  the  prefence  of  Jullicc,  and 
of  Truth,  whom  the  father  of  godi 
and  men  has  fent  down  to  regifter  the 
demands  and  pretentions  of  mankind^ 
that  the  world  may  at  laft  be  reduced 
to  order,  and  that  none  may  complain 
hereafter  of  being  doomed  to  talks  for 
which  they  are  unqualified,  or  poflef- 
fing  faculties  for  which  they  cannot  find 
employment,  or  virtues  tnal  laognilh 
unobferved  for  want  of  opporttinitiei 
to  exert  them,  of  beine  encumbered 
with  fuperfhiities  which  they  wouU 
willingly  refign,  or  of  wafting  away 
in  delires  which  ought  to  be  fatitftecu 
Juftice  is  now  to  examine  every  man's 
wifhcs,  and  Truth  is  to  record  thens 
let  us  approach,  and  obferve  the  pn>- 
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n  movfil  forwards  »nd  Tnith, 
V  her  among  the  moft  faithful 
Uowers,  beckoned  her  to  ad- 
I  we  were  placed  near  the  feat 
.  The  firft  who  required  the 
of  the  ofHce  came  forward 
w  pace,'and  tumour  of  digni- 
(baking  a  weighty  purfe  in  his 
inanded  to  be  regiftered  by 
&  the  Maecenas  of  the  prefent 
chief  encourager  of  hterary 
whom  men  of  learning  and 
t  apply  in  any  exigence  or  dif- 
certamty  of  fuccour.  Juftice 
lly  enquired,  whether  he  had 
I  the  expence  of  fuch  a  decla- 
^hether  he  had  been  informed 
ibcr  of  petitioners  would  fwarm 
1?  whether  he  could  diftinguiHi 
lid  negligence  from  calamity, 
n  from  knowledge,  or  vivacity 
To  thefe  queftions  he  feemed 
}Foyidcd  with  a  reply,  but  re- 
I  defire  to  be  recorded  as  a  pa- 
(lice  then  offered  to  regifter  his 
on  thefe  conditions;  that  he 
rver  fufFer  himfelf  to  be  flatter- 
le  fhould  never  delay  an  audi- 
n  he  had  nothing  to  do;  and 
ould  never  encourage  follow- 
ut  intending  to  reward  them, 
ms  were  too  hard  to  be  accept- 
what,"  faid  he,  *  is  the  end  of 
ge,  but  the  pleafure  of  reading 
ons,  holding  multitudes  in  Al- 
and enjoying  their  hopes,  their 
ind  their  anxiety;  flatterinpr 
afTiduity,  and  at  laft  difmifl- 
n  for  impatience  r  Ju(H^  heard 
ifion,  and  ordered  his  name 
ed  upon  the  gate  among  cheats, 
ters,  and  publick  nuifances, 
were  by  that  notice  warned 

er  required  to  be  made  known 
Tcoverer  of  a  new  ait  of  edu- 
y  which  languages  and  fciences 

taught  to  all  capacities,  and 
itions,  without  fear  of  punifh- 
n  of  confinement,  lofs  of  any 
le  py  mien  of  iniorance,  or 
uflion  of  the  neceflary  progrefs 
dancing,  or  cards. 

and  Truth  did  not  trouble 
:  kdept  with  manv  enquiries; 
ig  hit  addrefs  awkwaixl,  and 
1  barbarous,  ordered  him  to 
red  as  a  tall  fellow  who  want- 
irment^  and  ought  feiYt:  in  any 


poft  where  the  knowled^  of  reading 
and  writing  was  not  required. 

A  man  of  a  very  great  and  philofb- 
phick  afpeA  required  notice  to  be  given 
of  his  intention  to  fet  out,  a  certain 
day,  on  a  fubmanne  voyage,  and  of 
his  willingnefs  to  take  in  paflengert 
for  no  more  than  double  the  price  at 
which  they  might  fail  above  water.  Hia 
defire  was  granted,  and  he  retired  to  a 
convenient  ftand,  in  expectation  of  fill- 
ing his  (hip,  and  growing  rich  in  m 
fhort  time  by  the  fecrecy,  (afety,  and 
expedition  of  the  paffage. 

Another  defirea  to  advertife  the  cu« 
rious,  that  he  had,  for  the  advancement 
of  true  knowledge,  contrived  an  optical 
inftrument,  by  which  thoie  who  laid  otit 
their  induftry  on  memorials  of  the 
changes  of  die  wind  might  obferve  the 
direction  of  the  weathercocks  on  tlie 
hitherfide  of  the  lunar  world. 

Another  wifhed  to  be  known  as  the 
author  of  an  invention  by  which  cities 
or  kingdoms  might  be  made  warm  in 
winter  by  a  Angle  fire,  a  kettle,  and  pipe* 
Another  had  a  vehicle  by  which  a  nun 
might  bid  defiance  to  floods,  and  con- 
tinue floating  in  an  inundation,  without 
any  inconvenience,  till  the  water  (hould 
fubfide.  Jullice  confidered  thefe  prajeCls 
as  of  no  iniportance  but  to  their  authors, 
and  therefore  fcarcely  condefcended  to 
examine  them;  but  Truth  rtfufed  to  ad- 
mit them  into  the  regiftcr. 

Twenty  different  pretenders  came  in 
one  hour  to  give  notice  of  an  univerfal 
medicine,  by  which  all  difeafes  might 
be  cured  or  prevented,  and  life  pro- 
tracted beyond  the  age  of  Nellor.  But 
Juftice  informed  them,  that  one  uni- 
verfal medicine  was  fufHcient,  and  (he 
would  delay  the  notification  till  (he  faw 
who  could  longeflpreierve  his  own  life. 

A  thoufand  other  claims  and  offers 
were  exhibited  and  examined.  I  re- 
marked, among  this  mighty  multitude, 
that,  of  intellectual  advantages,  many 
had  great  exuberance,  and  few  confefled 
any  want;  of  eveiT  art  there  were  a 
hundred profeflbrs  for  a  fm'le  pupil;  but 
of  other  ittainmcnts,  fuch  as  riches, 
honours,  and  preferments,  I  found  none 
that  had  too  much,  but  thoufands  and 
ten  thoufands  that  thought  themil'lves 
intitled  to  a  larger  divi^^end. 

It  often  happened,  that  old  mifers, 
and  women,  mamcvl^LixVvt  cVo^'tCiiXx^^^     * 
advcmfcd  t!kiQ\r  vnxa  oi  c\\\\^««v\  t«K 
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was  it  uncommon  for  thofe  who  had  a  na- 
mcrous  offspring,  to  give  notice  of  a  fon 
or  ciaughter  to  be  fpircd ;  but  though 
appearances  promiied  well  on  both  fides, 
the  bargain  feldom  fucceeded^  for  they 
Ibon  loft  their  incliqation  to  adopted  chil- 
dren,  and  proclaimed  their  mtnitions  to 
.promote  fome  fchemc  of  piiblick  charity: 
a  iboufiuad  prc^fals  were  immediately 


made,  amon?  which  they  heflt 
death  precluded  the  dtcifion. 

As  I  ftood  looking  on  this  : 
confufion,  Truth  condefcended 
mc,  what  was  my  bufinefs  at  hei 
I  was  ftruck.  with  the  unexpe£le 
tion,  and  awaked  by  my  efforts 
fwer  it. 
\ 
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CiC. 
t  OBLXTXKATXS  THX   riCYloyi  Of  OPXNiOKj  AND   CONXXtMl  THX    DX« 
CXIXOKS  or  NATUtX. 


iceflTaiy  to  the  fuccefs  of  flat- 
that  It  be  accommodated  to 
*  cirmmihincet  or  chara6lers» 

the  heart  on  that  fide  where 
jns  Hand  ready  to  receive  it. 
eldom  littens  with  attention  to 
!e  but  that  of  her  beauty;  a 

alwavs  experts  to  hear  ot  his 

at  the  bank,  his  importance 
change,  the  height  of  his  ere- 
the  extent  of  his  traffick :  and 
r  will  fcarcely  be  pleafed  with- 
itations  of  the  negleA  of  learn- 
onfpiracies  a^inil  genius,  and 

progrefs  or  merit,  or  forae 
the  magnanimity  of  thofe  who 

poverty  and  contempt  in  the 
knowledge,  and  truft  for  the 

their  labours  to  the  judgment 
udc  of  pofterity. 
irance  of  unfading  laurels,  and 
reputation,  is  the  fettled  reoi- 

of  civility  between  amicable 

To  raife  moMuments  mort  du- 
r  brafs^  and  more  {Otifpkuous 
midSi  has  been  long  the  com- 

of  literature;  but  among  the 
^le  architects  that  crcft  cd- 
hiimfelves,  far  the  greater  part, 
want  of  durable  materials,  or 
iifpofe  them,  fee  their  edifices 
b^  are  towering  to  comple- 
tbole  few  that  for  a  while  at« 
fc  of  mankind,  are  |irenerall7 
tie  fmindatioAy  aiul  (oon  (vok 
I  of  tUfW. 
;  affords  a  toon  (inking  con^ 


▼i6lion  of  die  vanity  ofhumao  hope9,tha]i 
a  publick  library ;  tor  who  can  fee  the  wall 
crowded  on  eveiy  fide  by  mighty  volumes^ 
the  works  of  laborious  meditation  and 
accurate  enquiry,  now  fcarcely  known 
but  by  the  catalogue,  and  preferved  only 
to  increale  the  pomp  of  learning,  with- 
out confidering  how  many  hours  have 
been  wafted  in  vain  endeavours,  bow 
often  imagination  hat  anticipated  the 
oraiies  of  futurity,  how  many  ftatues 
nave  rifcn  to  the  eye  of  vanity,  how  ma- 
ny ideal  converts  have  elevated  zeal, 
how  often  wit  has  exulted  in  the  eternal 
infamy  of  his  anugoniiis,  and  dogma-* 
tifm  has  delighted  in  the  graduad  ad- 
vances of  his  authority,  the  immutabi- 
lity of  his  decrees,  and  the  peipetuity 
of  his  power. 


-JVm  nnfutm  dtdk 


Dtumtntafori  majora,  \uim  fragirt  io€% 
Starmt  fuperhu 

lofultjog  chance  neVctlKd  with  loodervoice. 
On  fweiliog  ooruls  to  be  proud  oo  more* 

Of  the  innumcjablc  authors  whofe 
performances  are  thus  treafured  up  in 
magnificent  obfcurity,  moft  are  forgot- 
ten, becaufe  they  never  dderved  to  be 
remembered,  and  owed  the  honours 
which  they  once  obtained,  not  to  judg- 
ment, or  to  genius,  to  labour  or  to  art, 
but  to  the  jprejudice  of  ft£lion>  dw  ftra- 
ugera  of  mtrigiA^ortherervilityof  a- 
dulation. 

Nothing  Umove  coTcvmaii^SfiaaLM^^aA. 


2^2 

men  whofc  vvorlcs  are  now  totally  neg- 
IcAcJ,  raentioncd  with  praifes  by  their 
contemporaries,  as  the  oracles  of  their 
«gf ,  and  the  Icgiflators  of  fcientc.  Cu- 
riofity  is  natuiiifly  excited,  their  volumes 
after  long  enquiry  are  found,  but  fel- 
dom  reward  the  labour  of  the  fearch. 
Every  p^-rioil  of  time  has  produced  thefe 
bubbles  of  artificial  fame,  which  are  kept 
up  a  while  by  the  breath  of  faOiion,  and 
then  break  at  once,  and  arc  annihilated. 
The  learned  ofccn  bewail  the  lofs  of  an- 
cient writers  whofe  characters  have  ftir- 
vivcd  their  works;  but  perhaps,  if  we 
could  now  retrieve  them,  we  (ho\ild  find 
them  or.ly  the  Granvilles,  Montagues, 
Stepneys,  and  SheiHelds  of  their  time, 
and  v.'or.der  by  what  infatuation  or  ca- 
price they  could  be  raifed  to  notice. 

It  cannot,  howe\'cr,  be  denied,  that 
many  have  funk  into  oblivion,  whom 
it  were  unjuft  to  number  with  this  dcf- 
picablc  clrus.  Various  kinds  of  literary 
fame  fcem  delUncd  to  various  mcaiurcs 
of  duration.  Somt'  fprcad  into  exube- 
rance with  a  very  fpcedy  gi-owth,  but 
foon  wither  and  decay;  fomc  rife  more 
llowly,  but  laft  lon^.  Parnaffus  has 
it's  flowors  of  tranlicnt  fj-agrance,  as 
well  as  it*^  oaks  of  towering  height,  and 
it's  laurels  of  eternal  verdure. 

Among  thole  whofc  reputation  is  ex- 
haiifted  in  a  (hort  time  by  it*s  own  lux- 
uriance, aie  the  >*Titers  who  take  advan- 
tage of  prefent  incidents  or  characters 
which  (Irongly  intcrell  the  palTions,  and 
engage  univcrfal  attention.  It  is  not 
difficult  to  obtain  readers  when  wc  dif- 
cufb  a  quellion  which  evcr\'  one  is  de- 
/irous  to  underlland,  whicli  is  debated 
in  everv  afiembly,  and  has  divideil  the 
nation  into  parties;  or  when  wc  difplay 
the  faults  or  virtues  of  him  whofe  pub- 
Jick  conduct  has  made  almolt  every  man 
his  enemy  or  his  '  tend.  To  the  quick 
circulation  of  fucL  productions  all  the 
ihotives  of  intcreft  and  vanity  concur; 
the  diiputaiu  enlarges  his  knowledge, 
tlie  zealot  animates  his  paiTien,  and  eveiy 
man  is  defirous  to  inform  himfelf  con- 
cerning afBiirs  fo  vehemently  agitated 
and  varioufly  reprefcnted. 

It  is  fcarcely  to  be  imagined,  through 
how  many  fubordinations  of  intcreft 
the  ardour  of  party  is  diffufcdf  and  what 
multitudes  fancy  tliemfelves  aflfc£tcd  by 
every  fatireor  jpaneg)'rick  on  a  man  of 
eminence.  Wnoever  has,  at  any  time, 
taken  occaGon  to  nvcntion  luxn  with  praift 
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or  blame,  whoever  happens  to  1 
hate  any  of  his  adherents,  as  he 
to  confirm  his  opinion,  and  to  Arc 
his  party,  will  diligently  peruic 
paper  from  which  he  can  hope  fi 
timents  like  his  own.  An  object 
ever  fmall  in  itfcif,  if  placed  neai 
e\'e,  will  engrofs  all  the  rays  of 
and  atranfa£tion,  however  trivial, 
into  importance  when  it  prefTes  in 
atelyon  our.attention.  He  that  (k 
ufe  the  pi'>litical  pamphlets  of  aT 
reign,  will  wonder  why  they  were 
geriyread,  or  lb  loudly  praiicd.  M 
the  peiformances  which  had  powe; 
flame  factions,  and  fill  a  kingdoi 
confufion,havc  now  very  little  cflfe^ 
a  frigid  critick;  and  the  time  isci 
when  the  compofitions  of  latei 
lings  fhall  lie  equally  defpifed.  1 
portion  as  thofe  who  write  on  tem 
fubjeCts  are  exalted  above  thdr  n 
firft,  they  are  afterwards  deprefll 
low  it;  nor  can  the  brighteft  elegi 
diction,  or  molt  aitful  fubtilty  on 
ing,  hope  for  much  efteem  fron 
whofe  regard  is  no  longer  quicke 
curiofity  or  pride. 

It  is,  indeed,  the  fate  of  control 
even  when  they  contend  for  philt 
cal  or  theological  truth,  to  tic  fo 
afidc  and  flighted.  Either  the  q 
is  dccidt^,  and  there  is  no  nnon 
for  doubt  and  oppofition ;  or  ro 
defpair  of  underltanding  it,  and 
weary  of  diiturbance,  content  thei 
with  quiet  ignorance,  and  refufi 
hamlTcd  wiSi  labours  which  the 
no  hopes  of  rccompcnitng  with 
ledge. 

The  authors  of  new  difcoverii 
furely  cxpeCt  to  be  reckoned 
thofe  whofe  writings  are  focure  < 
neration:  yet  it  often  happens  t 
genera]  rc.ception  of  a  dodtrinc  ol 
the  books  in  which  it  was  dd 
When  any  tenet  is  generally  r 
and  adopted  as  an  incontrovertibli 
cip!c»  wc  fcldpm  look  back  to  thi 
^■^nts  upon  which  it  was  firft  efl 
cd,  or  can  bear  thit  tedioufnefs 
du£tion,  and  multiplicity  of  ev 
by  which  it'*s  author  was  forced 
concile  it  to  prujudice»  and  forti 
the  weakncfs  of  novelty  againft 
nacy  and  envy. 

It  is  well  known  how  much 
philolbph)'  is  derived  from  Bqyl 
covery  of  the  ^ualitica  of  tht  I 


THE    RAMBLER. 


243 


e  mho  now  adopt  or  enlarge  his 
very  few  have  read  the  detail  of 
eriments.  His  name  is,  indeed, 
ced;  ^ut  his  works  are  ne^lefV- 
are  contented  to  know,  £at  he 
red  his  opponents,  without  cn- 
r  what  cavils  were  produced  a- 
liim,  or  by  what  proofs  they  wei^ 
*d. 

«  writers  apply  themfclves  to  ftu- 
mndlefs  and  inexhauftible,  as  ex- 
nts  and  natural  philofophy.Thefe 
ivays  loft  in  fucceflive  compi la- 
ta new  advances  are  made,  and 
ohfervations  become  more  fa- 
Others  fpend  their  lives  in  re- 
on  language,  or  explanations  of 
Itiety  and  only  afford  materials 
Cicographers  and  commentators, 
e  th«nfelves  overwhelnjcd  by  fub- 
t  colleftors,  that  equally  dcftroy 
mory  of  their  predeceflbrs  by  am- 
ion,  tranfpoiition,  or  contrac- 
Svery  new  fyftem  of  nature  gives 
0  a  fwaim  of  expofitors,  whofe 


bufinefs  is  to  explain  and  ttlnftrate  it, 
and  who  can  hope  to  exift  no  longer 
Than  the  founder  of  their  feft  prefervti 
his  reputation. 

There  are,  indeed,  few  kinds  of  com - 
pofition  from  which  an  author,  how- 
ever leame'i  or  ingenious,  can  hope  a 
long  continuance  of  fame.  He  who 
has  carefully  ftudicd  liuman  nature,  and 
can  well  defcribc  it,  may  with  moft  rea- 
fon  flatter  his  ambition.  Bacon,  among 
all  his  .pretenfions  to  the  regard  of  pof- 
terity,  fccms  to  have  ploafed  himfelf 
chiefly  with  liis  Efliiys,  ijubicb  come  tome 
/t  men* J  bufinefs  andbofoms,  and  of  which 
therefore  he  declares  his  expe£lation, 
that  they  nuill  live  as  long  as  books  lajl. 
It  may,  however,  fatisfy  an  honeft  and 
benevolent  mind  to  have  been  ufeful^ 
though  lefs  confpicuous;  nor  will  hb 
that  extends  his  hope  to  higher  rewaixls 
be  fo  much  anxious  to  obtain  praife,  as 
to  difcharge  the  duty  which  Providence 
affigns  him. 


N«  CVII.    TUESDAY,  MARCH  ^6,  1751. 


ALTXIWIB  IGITUR  CONTINDSIK  VRK1IBV8  AMBO 
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ViRO. 


ON  TMZMEl  ALTtlHATE  NOW  THl   SWAINl  RtCXTZJ 

tkk  mvsbl  in  altirnatk  themis  oblicht. 

Elphinstoh* 


lONG    the    various    cenfures, 
(vhich  the  unavoidable  comparifon 

performances  with  thofe  of  my 
efibrs  has  produced,  there  is  none 
general  than  that  of  uniformity. 

of  my  readers  remark  the  want 
»fe  changes  of  colours,  which 
ly  fed  the  attention  with  unex- 
1  novelty,  and  of  that  intermix- 
*  fobje^ls,  or  alternation  of  man- 
y  which  other  writers  relieved 
eft,  and  awakened  expiation. 
vey  indeed,  hitherto  avoided  the 
:eof  uniting  gay  and  folemn  fub- 
1  the  fame  pper,  becaufe  it  feems 
(  for  an  autnor  to  counteract  him- 
p  prefs  at  once  with  equal  force 
Iwtli  parts  of  the  intelle^lual  ba- 
or  give  medicines,  which,  like  the 
I  peiibn  of  Dryden,  deftroy  the 
>f  one  another.  I  have  endea- 
I  ftoKtimet  to  divert,  and  fome- 
tocknratr;  bur  h;ive  imu^ned  it  an 
fftpp^  Up  diavrb  nimiBicii(  by 


folemnity,  or  interrupt  fcrioufnefs  by 
drollery.  Yet  T  (hall  this  day  puhlifh 
two  letters  of  very  different  tendency,  ' 
which  I  hope,  like  tragi -comedy,  may 
chance  to  pleafc  even  when  they  arc  uot 
critically  approved. 

TO  THE  RAMBLER. 
DEAR   tIK| 

^  HOUGH,  as  my  mamma  tells  me, 
**■  I  am  too  voung  to  talk  at  the  rable, 
I  have  jpreat  pleafui-e  in  lillcnin|f  to  the 
converiation  of  Icaj-ned  men,  elpccially 
when  they  difcourfe  of  things  which  I 
do  not  underfhnd ;  and  have,  therefore, 
been  of  la^e  particularly  delii^htctl  with 
many  difputes  about  the  alteration  of 
tbejtile,  which,  they  (ay,  is  to  be  made 
by  a^  of  parliament. 

One  day  when  my  mamma  was  gone 
out  of  the  room,  I  alked  a  very  great 
fcholar  what  the  ikWt  was?  Hc\o\d  vcvt^ 
he  was  airaiA  \  (Vvovi\^  Wt^*^  vsru^t^c- 
ftand  him  vfVietv  Vvc  Vcv^orPBa^  m^^^^Vi^ 
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was  the  dated  and  eftablifhed  method  of 
computing  time.  It  was  not,  indeed, 
likely  that  I  ftiould  undcrftandhim;  fori 
never  yet  knew  time  computed  in  my  life, 
nor  can  imagine  why  we  fhould  he  at  fo 
much  trouble  to  count  what  we  cannot 
keep.  He  did  not  tell  me  whether  wc 
are  to  count  the  time  paft,  or  the  time  to 
come)  but  I  have  confidered  them  both 
by  myfelf,  and  think  it  as  foolifli  to 
count  time  that  is  gone,  as  money  that 
is  fpent;  and  as  for  the  time  which  is  to 
come,  it  only  fecms  farther  off  by  count- 
ing; and  therefore  when  any  pleafureis 
proniifcd  me,  I  always  think  of  the  time 
as  little  as  I  can. 

I  have  fmce  liftcned  very  attentiwly 
to  every  one  that  talked  upon  this  fub- 
je6l,  of  whom  the  greater  part  fccm  not 
to  underfland  it  better  than  mylelf  j  for 
though  they  often  hint  how  much  the 
nation  has  been  miftaken,  and  rejoice 
that  wc  arc  at  laft  growing  wifer  than 
our  anceftors,  I  have  never  been  able  to 
difcovcr  from  them,  that  anv  body  has 
died  fooncr  or  been  manicd  later  for 
counting  time  wrong;  and  therefore  I 
began  to  fancy  that  Uiere  was  v^  great 
buflle  with  little  confequence. 

At  lart,  two  friends  of  my  papa,  Mr. 
Cycle,  and  Mr.  Starlight,*  being,  it 
fccms,  both  of  high  learning,  anaable 
to  make  an  almanack,  began  to  talk 
about  the  new  ftilc.  Sweet  Mr.  Star- 
light—I  am  furc  I  (hall  love  his  name  as 
long  as  I  live  J  for  he  told  Cycle  round- 
ly, with  a  fierce  look,  that  we  (hould 
never  be  light  without  dijfar  of  confu" 
fion.  Dear  Mr.  Rambler,  did  you  ever 
hear  any  thing  fo  charming?  a  whole 
year  of  confulion!  Whcin  there  has  been 
a  rout  at  mamim's,  I  have  thought  one 
night  of  confufion  woitli  a  thoufand 
nights  of  reft;  and  if  I  can  but  lee  a 
year  of  confufion,  a  whole  year  of  cards 
in  one  room,  and  dancings  in  another, 
here  a  fcail,  and  theie  a  maiiuicradc, 
and  plays,  and  coaches,  and  hurries, 
and  mefiages,  and  milliners,  and  raps  at 
the  door,  and  vifits,  ^iid  frolicks,  and 
new  fafliions,  I  fhnll  notciue  what  they 
do  with  the  reft  of  t!ie  time,  nor  whether 
they  count  it  by  the  old  ftilc  or  the  ncwj 
for  I  am  relolved  to  break  loofe  from 
the  nurfcry  in  the  tumult,  and  play  my 
part  among  the  rell;  and  it  will  be  ftrange 
if  I  cannot  get  a  lui(buud  and  a  chariot 
in  the  year  of  confufion. 
Cycle,  who  is  neither  fo  young  nor 
Jb  j^4i2c/iome  as  StsurWyitg  very  graveiy 


THE    RAMBLER. 


maintained,  that  all  the  perplexity  mtf 
be  avoided  by  leaping  over  eleven  dayi 
in  the  reckoning;  and  indeed,  if  it 
fhould  come  only  to  this,  I  iJiink  the 
new  ftile  is  a  delightful  thing;  for  rat 
mamma  fays  I  (hall  go  to  court  wKeni 
am  fixtecn,  and  if  they  can  but  contrite 
often  to  leap  over  eleven  days  together, 
the  months  of  reftraint  will  foon  be  at 
an  end.  It  is  ft  range,  that  with  all  the 
plots  that  have  been  Jaid  againft  time, 
they  could  never  kill  it  by  act  of  parlia- 
ment before.  Dear  Sir,  if  you  han 
any  vote  or  intereft,  get  them  but  for 
once  to  deftroy  eleven  months,  and  then 
I  (hall  be  as  old  as  fome  married  ladiei. 
But  this  is  defired  only  if  you  think 
they  will  not  comply  with  Mr.  Star- 
light's fchcme;  for  nothing  furcly  could 
plcafc  me  like  a  year  of  confufion,  whoi 
I  ftiall  no  longer  be  fixed  this  hour  tovisf 
pen  and  the  next  to  my  needle,  or  wait 
at  home  for  the  dancing-mafter  one  day, 
and  the  next  for  the  mufick-mafter,  hut 
run  from  ball  to  ball,  and  from  drum  to 
drum;  and  fj>end  all  my  time  widiooi 
ta(ks,  and  without  account,  and  go  out 
without  telling  whither,  and  come  home 
without  regard  to  prefcribed  hours,  or 
family-rules.     I  am.  Sir, 

Your  humble  Servant, 
Properantia. 

Ml.  RAMBLXI, 

T  Was  feized  this  morning  with  an  un- 
•■•  ufual  pcnfivcnefs,  and  finding  that  ' 
books  only  fcrved  to  heighten  it,  took 
a  ramble  into  the  fields,  in  hopes  of  r:- 
lief  and  invigoraiion  from  the  keenndi 
of  the  air  and  bi  ightncfs  of  the  fun. 

As  I^  wandered  wrapped  up  in 
thought,  my  eyes  were  ftruck  with  the 
hofpiial  for  the  reception  of  dekrted  in- 
fants, which  I  fui-veyed  with  pleafuit, 
till  by  a  natural  train  of  fentiment,  I 
began  to  refleft  on  the  fate  of  the  mo- 
thei-s .  For  to  what  (belter  can  the}*  fly? 
Only  to  the  arms  of  their  betrayer,  wl^ch 
pcrliaps  aie  now  no  longer  open  to  re- 
ceive them;  and  then  how  ciuickmult 
be  tlietianfition  from  deluded  virtue  to 
(hajndcls  g\iilt,  and  from  fhamelelf  guUt 
to  hopclcfs  wrcuhednefsl 

The  anguilh  that  I  felt,  left  txie  no 
reft  till  I  had,  by  your  means,  addreffed 
myfelf  to  the  publick  on  behalf  of  tboie 
forlorn  creatures,  the  women  of  the 
town;  whofc  mifciy  here  might  falsify 
the  moft  rigorous  cenfor,  and  wkoie  par-r 
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'  induce  us  toendeaYour,  at  leaft, 
^(bration  from  eternal  puxiiih- 

lefe  were  all  once,  if  not  virtvous, 
1&.  innocent;  and  might  liiW  have 
lued  blameiers  and  eafy,  but  for 
u  and  inGnuations  of  thofe  whofe 
,  fortune,  or  education,  fumi(bed 
with  means  to  corrupt  or  to  delude 
Let  the  libertine  icfle6l  a  mo- 
on the  iituation  of  that  woman, 
being  forfaken  by  her  betrayer,  is 
ed  to  the  nccdfity  of  turning  pro- 
e  for  bread,  anil  judge  of  the  en- 
y  of  his  guilt  by  the  evils  which  it 
joes. 

cannot  be  doubted  but  that  num- 
foUow  this  dreadful  courfe  of  life 
(hame,  horror,  and  regret;  but  where 
aey  hope  for  refuge?  *  The  world 
lot  ihcir  friend,  nor  the  world's  law.' 
r  ijglrs,  and  tears,  and  groans,  are 
naf  in  the  eye  of  their  tyrants,  the 
'  and  the  bawd,  who  fatten  on  their 
y,  and  threaten  them  with  want  or 
if  if  they  (hew  the  leall  dciign  of 
ing  from  their  Joondage. 
To  wipe  all  tears  from  off  all  faces,^ 
aiktoo  hai-d  for  mortals;  but  toaU 
te  misfortunes  is  often  within  the 
limited  power:  yet  the  opportuni- 
vhich  every  day  affords  of  lelieving 
moft  wretched  of  human  beings 
sver-looked  and  neglefled,  with 
Idifregard  of  policy  and  goodnef?. 
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There  are  places,  indeed,  let  apart,  t9 
which  thefe  unhappy  creatures  may  re- 
fort,  when  thedifealesof  incontincncefdxe 
upon  them ;  but  if  they  obtain  a  cure,  t» 
what  are  they  reduced?  Either  to  retura 
with  the  fmall  remains  of  beauty  to  their 
former  guilt,  or  pcriih  in  the  ihr^t$  wi^ 
nakeduefs  and  hunger. 

How  frequently  have  the  gay  and 
thoughtlefs,  in  their  evening  frolicks« 
feen  a  band  of  theie  nitieraMe  females^ 
covered  with  rags,  ihivering  with  cold» 
and  pining  with  hunger;  and,  without 
either  pitying  their  calamities,  or  reflet- 
ir.g  upun  the  cnieltyof  thofc  who  per- 
haps, firft  fcduced  them  bycareiles  of 
fondnel's,  or  magniHcence  of  promifcsv 
go  on  to  reduce  others  to  tlie  famt 
wretched nels  by  the  fame  means? 

To  ftop  the  increafe  of  this  deplorable 
multitude,  is  undoubtedly  the  hril  and 
mod  prefRng  confideration.  To  pre- 
vent evil  is  the  great  end  of  government^ 
the  end  for  which  vigilance  and  feverity 
are  properly  employed.  But  furdy 
thofe  whom  paOion  or  intereft  have  al<- 
ready  depraved,  have  fome  claim  t» 
compaiTion,  frum  beings  equally  frail 
and  fallible  witli  themfdves.  Nor  wiU 
they  long  groan  in  their  prefent  afflic- 
tions, if  none  were  to  refule  them  relief^ 
but  thefe  that  owe  their  exemption  from 
the  fame  diftrefs  only  to  their  wiidom 
and  their  virtue.  I  am,  &c. 

Amicxts. 


N^  CVra.     SATURDAY,    MARCH  30,  17SK 

SAfKKE  AVDT, 
fflCIPV.       VTVIKDI  PlCTlt  ^VI   riOIOGAT  RO«AM, 
■  U9TICIIS  ExriCTAT  DOM  DKrX.VAT  AMN18:    AT  ILLS 
y.AaiTU|t,   XT   LABIT«I  IN  OMUI  VOLVBILIS  AVVM. 

Hoa.. 

BtOIK,  BC   BOLD,  AKD  VENTURE  TO  BE  WISE} 

NE   WHO    PErKRt  THIS  WORK  FROM  OAT  TO  DAY, 

BOBS   ON   A   RIVERAS  BAKE   EXfECTll^G  STAT, 

TILL   IHE   WHOLE  STREAM,  WHICH   fTOPr'D  HIM,  SMOVLD  BE  CONSy 

JMA7  Buys,    AN|>,  AS  IT  {LUNS^    yOR  f  VER  WILL  MVM  ON. 

COWLXT* 


N  anciept  poet,  nnreafonably  dif- 
contented  at  the  prefent  ftate  of 
;t,  which  his  fylUm  of  opinions 
;cd  him  to  rcprefent  in  it';»  worft 
If  has  obierreci  of  the  canh,  *  that 
I  grtiter  part  is  covered  by  the  un- 
nbitable  ocean;  that  of  the  reft, 
8t  is  encvmhered  with  nsjud  moun* 


*  tains,  ;md   feme  loft  under  barren 

*  fands}  feme  fcorched  with  unintermit? 

*  ted  heat,  and  feme  petrified  with  per- 

*  pctualfrpft;  fo  that  onlv  a  few  rqa^onf 

*  remain  for  the  produAion  of  fruits, 

*  the  pafture  of  cattle,  and  the  accott^ 
f  mocfation  of  ir.ai\.' 
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frrrfd  to  the  time  illottedxit  in  our  pre- 
lent  date.  When  we  have  deduced  all 
that  is  abforbcd  in  deep,  all  that  is  ine- 
vitably appropriated  to  the  demands  of 
nature,  or  irrefitlibiy  engroflfed  by  the 
tynuiny  of  cuftom;  all  that  paflfes  in  re- 
Kniating  the  fupeiricial  decorations  of 
life,  or  18  given  up  in  the  reciprocations 
0f  civility  to  the  difj^wfal  of  oiiiersj  all 
that  is  torn  from  us  by  the  violence  of 
difeafe,  or  llolen  imperceptibly  away  by 
laflitude  and  languor;  we  (hall  find  that 
part  cf  our  duration  very  fm-ill  of  which 
we  can  truly  call  ovrlclves  rruftcrs,  or 
which  we  can  fpend  wholly  at  our  own 
choice.  Many  erf"  our  hours  are  loft  in 
a  rourion  of  petty  carts,  in  a  conltant 
recurrence  ot  the  fame  cmplojTnents ; 
many  of  our  piovifions  for  cafe  or  hap- 
pinel's  are  always  exhaulicd  by  the  prc- 
kni  day;  and  a  grc'jt  part  of  our  cxifU 
ence  fcrvc>>  no  c»!hcr  pwpofe,  than  that 
of  eiinblinf^us  to  rnjoy  the  relK 

Of  the  few  moments  which  are  left  in 
our  difpofol,  it  mav  reaibnably  l^e  ex- 
pelled, that  we  Ihoitld  be  (6  frugal  as  to 
let  none  of  them  llip  from  us  without 
ibme  equivalent;  and  pcrhrips  it  might 
be  found,  thnt  as  the  earth,  however 
ftraitened  by  riKks  and  waters,  is  capa- 
ble of  pixjducing  more  tlwn  ail  it's  inha- 
bitants art  able  to  confumc,  cur  lives, 
though  much  conlrafted  by  incidental 
diitra6lion,  would  yet  afford  us  a  large 
iparc  vacant  totlic  cxcrcifc:  {)f  rcafun  and 
virtnc;  that  we  whm!  not  time  but  dili- 
gence, for  great  iH^rformances;  and  th:it 
we  fqiiander  much  of  our  allowance, 
even  while  we  think,  it  iixtring  uid  in- 
Ailficitnt. 

1'hls  natural  and  neceflfpr}'  comminu- 
tion cf  our  lives,  perhaps,  often  makes 
us  infcnfiMeof  the  nc^ll^cnce  with  which 
xvc  fr.ftcr  tlicin  to  llidc  away.  We  never 
coniulvt'  oiu'felves  as  polVcffcd  at  once  of 
time  I'ufTiciert  for  any  great  defign,  and 
thoff fo  \  inJulct-  ourfelvcs  in  fortuitous 
3irir>'.T.:crts.  "Wc  think  it  unseceffary 
to  tdkc  nr.  rLCcr rnt  cf  a  few  fupernume- 
rarv  mom«jrit'*,whirh,  however  (:mplo}'ed, 
covld  havt-  pn,('u<cd  little  advantage, 
ind  which  were  expcied  to  a  thoui'and 
chanrts  of  c!iiiuib::r,rcand  intemiptior.. 

It  is  obrLTb'uble,  that  either  by  nature 
or  by  habit,  our  facullltt  are  fitted  lo 
images  of  a  certain  extent,  to  whifh  we 
a«liult  great  things*  by  divifion,  and  little 
things  by  accinnulation.  Of  extcafivc 
forhce$  wc  can  only  take  a  furvcy,  ^?. 
the  farts  fuccsed  one  another  ^  ^adatcu^-^ 


we  cannot  perceive,  till  they  are  • 
nnto  mafTes.  Thus  we  break  tf 
))eriods  of  time  into  centuries  and 
and  thus,  if  we  would  know  the  ai 
of  moments,  we  mufl  agglomeraO 
into  days  and  weekv. 

The  proverbial  oracles  of  our 
monious  anceftors  have  inform 
that  the  fatal  wafte  of  fortune  is  b] 
expences,  by  the  profafion  of  fun 
little  fmgly  to  alarm  oar  cautior 
which  we  ne\Tr  fuffer  ourfelves  t< 
fidcr  together.  Of  the  fame  kind 
prodigality  of  life ;  he  that  hopes  t 
nack  hei-«fter  with  fatisfa^ion 
part  years,  mull  learn  to  know  th 
fcnt  vahie  of  fingle  minutes,  and  < 
vour  to  let  no  particle  of  tinie  fall 
to  the  ground. 

It  is  ulual  for  thofe  who  are 

ed  to  the  attainment  of  any  new 

fication,  to  look  upon  themfelves 

quii-ed  to  change  the  ^neral  co 

their  conduct,  to  difinifs  bufinef 

exclude  pkafiire,   and  to  devote 

days  and  nights  to  a  partinilar  atti 

But  all  common  degrees  of  exc 

are  attninable  at  a  lower  price;  I 

fhould  (leadily  and  refolutelv  afi 

any  fcicnce  or  language  thofe  int( 

vacancies  which  intei-vene  in  th 

crf)wdcd  variety  of  diverfion  or  ei 

ment,  would  hnd  evcrj-  dav  nr 

diations  of  knowledge,  and  difcov 

nnich  more  is  to  be  hoped  fro 

quencyand  pcrfeverancc,  than  frc 

lent  cfroits  and  fudden  dcfires; 

wliich  pre  Toon  remitted  when  tl 

counter  difficulty,  and  dcfiies  w1 

tlii.y  arc  indulged  too  often,  wil 

off  the  authority  of  reafon,  am 

capricioiifiy  from  one  object  to  a 

The  difpofition  to  defer  every  i 

ant  deli<rn  to  a  time  of  leifure,  ant 

of  fettle- 1  uniformity,  pioceedsgc 

from  a  falfe  eflimateof  the  fauma 

ers.     If  we  except  lliofe  giganti 

flupendous  intelligences  who  are 

rraip  a  fyi^cm  by  intnition,  and 

forwaid  from  one  fcrics  of  con< 

to  anotlier,  without  regular  ftepst 

inieimoliare  proportions,  the  m 

ex  I'sful  ihidents  make  their  advs 

kncwlidgc  by  fnort  flights,  betw< 

01  which  the  mind  may  lie  at  re) 

every  finglc  afk  of  prcgnfllon 

U%nc  is  fufficient ;  and  it  in  onb 

ihry,  tliat  whenever  that  time  ii 

td,  \t  will  be  wcil  employed. 
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tit  md  Uboriout  meditation;  and 
Ntt  a  fuccefsful  attack  on  knowliedge 
t  been  xnadcy  the  ihident  recreates 
Bfclf  vrlth  the  contemplation  of  his 
aqucft,  and  forbears  another  inair- 
iO»  till^the  new-acquired  truth  has  be* 
me  familial',  and  his  cu  riofity  calls  upon 
n  for  frclh  gratifications.  Whether 
e  tinve  af  intermi/Tion  is  i'pent  in  corn* 
ii)%  or  in  folitude,  in  necelFary  bufi- 
fs»  or  in  voluntary  levities,  the  under- 
ending  is  equally  abftra£led  from  the 
>je£l  of  enquiry,  but,  perhaps,  if  it  be 
tained  b)r  occupations  Itfs  ploifing,  it 
tuns  again  to  itudy  with  greater  ala- 
ity,  than  when  It  is  glutted  with  ideal 
eafures,  and  furfeited  with  intempe- 
nce  of  application.  He  that  will  not 
Jier  hinifelf  to  be  difcouraged  by  fan- 
ed  imuoillbilities,  mav  fometimes  find 
«  abilities  invigoi-ated  by  the  ncccfruy 
f  exerting  thein  in  fhort  intervals,  at 
le  force  of  a  current  is  incrcafcd  by  the 
>nti'i£lion  of  if  s  channel. 
FfDui  fome  caufe  like  this,  it  has  pro- 
ably  proceeiled,  that  among  thofe  who 
ave  contributed  to  the  advaiuiement  of 
aminfff  many  have  rilcn  to  eminence 
1  tpp^ion  to  all  the  obftacles  which 
Kfiernal  circumftances  could  place  in 
uir  way,  amidft  the  tumult  of  bufmels, 
be  diftreflcs  of  poverty,  or  the  diiTipa- 
ioat  of  a  wandering  and  unfettled  ibte. 
\.  great  part  of  the  life  of  Ei-afmus  was 
ne  continual  per^ination;  ill  fupplied 
vttfa  the  gifts  of  fortune,  and  led  from 
ity  to  city,  and  from  kingdom  to  king- 
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dom,  by  the  hopes  of  patrons  and  pre- 
ferment,  hopes  which  always  flattereil 
and  always  deceived  him;  he  yet  found 
means  by  unOiakcn  conftancy,  and  a 
vigilant  improvement  of  thofe  hourt 
which,  in  the  midd  of  the  moft  reftleft 
aclivitYy  will  remain  unengaged,  to  write 
more  than  another  in  the  lame  condition 
would  have  hopcni  to  read.  Compelled 
by  want  to  attendance  and  folicitatkniy 
and  fo  much  verfed  in  common  life,  that 
he  has  tranfmitted  to  us  the  moft  perfeft 
delineation  of  the  manners  of  his  aeei 
he  joined  to  hh  knowledge  of  the  world* 
fiich  application  to  books,  that  he  will 
ftand  for  ever  in  the  firft  rank  of  lite- 
rary heroes.  How  this  proficiency  wat 
obtained  he  AifHciently  difcovrrs,  by  in- 
forming us,  that  rhe  Praifi  of  Folly ^  on« 
of  his  moft  celebrated  performances,  virat 
compofed  by  him  9n  the  road  to  Italy  | 
ne  iotum  iUud  temfus  quo  tquofuU  ifijl» 
dendum^  iliiteratisfabulis  tenretur^eSt. 
the  hours  which  he  was  obliged  to  fpend 
on  horleback  ihould  be  tattled  away 
without  regjard  to  literature. 

An  Italian  philofopher  exprefted  in 
his  motto,  that  tim^  *was  kis  tjiaU\  an 
cftale  indeed,  which  will  produce  nothing 
widiout  cultivation,  but  will  always 
abundantly  repay  the  labours  of  indui- 
try,  and  fatisfy  the  moft  extenfive  defircs^ 
if  no  part  of  it  be  fuffured  to  lie  wafte 
by  negligence,  to  be  over- run  widi  noxi- 
ous plants,  ov  laid  out  fur  fhcw  rathef 
than  for  uie. 


N'  CIX.  TUESDAY,   APRIL  2,  1751. 

CIATUM  1ST,    Q.UOD  PATRIA  ClVEM,    FOPULOQ^UE  DIDISTI^ 

SI  FACIS  VT  PATKIA  SIT  1D0NEU5,    UT1I.IS    AGIS, 

VTILI9   XT   lELLORUM  PACTS  REBUS  AGrNDIS. 

PLVRIMVM  EMM   INTERERIT,  QUIBVS  ARTXBU5,  ET  QJ17IBUS  HUNC  TH 

M0RIBV8  INSTITUTAl. 

Jut. 

OBATtrVL  THE  GIFt!   A  MEMBER   TO  TITP  STATE, 

IP  TOV   THAT  MEMflER   UlEPUI    SHALL  CREATF.*, 

TftAIN*D  BOTH  TO  WAR,  AND  WHEN  THE   WAR  SHALL  CEASt, 

AS  POND,  AS  PrT  t'IMPROVS  THE  ARTS  UP  PEACE. 

por  rfucr  it  boots  which  way  yov  train  yovr  boy, 
tux  horcpvi.  0»jxct  cf  your  puturx  jox* 

Elphinstom* 
TO  THB  RAMBLER.  of  your  fpeculatJon  on  mournful  fuS- 

ii«»  jefts,  you  have  not  yet  exhaufted  the 

rHO  UG  H  you  feem  to  have  taken     whole  flock  of  human  infelicity.  There 
1  view  fufficiently  extenfive  of  die     is  ftill  a  fpccies  of  wretchednefs  which 
liiinitt  of  hht  aod  h«v«  employed  much    cfcapes  your  oblm%Uou«^»^<^VLiciv^c^ 
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Hipply  yon  with  many  fage  remarks,  and 
filntiry  catitions. 

I  cannot  but" imagine  the  ftart  of  at- 
lention  awakened  hy  this  welcome  hint; 
and  at  this  inlfcsnt  fee  the  Rambler  fnuflf- 
ing-  his  candle,  rubbing  his  fnciftaclcs, 
ftimng  his  fire,  locking  out  interrup- 
tion, and  ftrltling  himfelf  in  his  cafy- 
ch»ir»  that  he  may  enjoy  a  new  calami- 
ty without  dilhn'bancc.  For,  whether 
it  he  that  continued  lichncfs  or  m'^for- 
tune  ha*  ac«]iiaintcd  you  only  witli  the 
bittcmef'^ofbeinp:;  or  that  you  imagine 
none  but  yourfelf  able  to  difcovcr  what 
I  fuppofc  lias  been  lecn  and  felt  by  all 
the  inhabitiinls  of  the  world;  whether 
yon  intc!id  ymsr  wiiiinj^s  as  antidotal  to 
the  Icvitv  and  menimcnt  with  which 
your  rivals  endeavour  lo  -.ittrail  the  fa- 
vour of  the  puhlick;  or  fancy  that  you 
liave  fome  particular  )H»wcrs  of  dolorous 
declamation,  and  iv:r-h!e  outyour  groan  f 
with  uncommon  elegance  or  ent'rg\';  it 
is  certain,  thr.r  whatever  be  your  fubje^t, 
melancholy  for  the  moft  part  burlls  in 
upon  your  fpcculation,  your  gaiety  is 
C|uickly  overcaft,  and  though  your  read- 
ers maybe  flattered  with  hopes  of  plca- 
lUntry,  thry  arc  feldom  diliniiled  but 
wth  heavy  her.its. 

Tliat  I  may  therefore  gratify  you  with 
an  imitation  of  your  o'\m  fyllables  of 
fadnefs,  I  will  inform  vou  that  I  was 
condemned  by  fome  diihllrous  influence 
lo  be  an  only  fon,  born  to  the  api»nrent 
profptft  of  a  large  fommc,  and  allotred 
to  my  jiarcnts  at  thnt  time  of  life  when 
faticty  of  common  diverfions  allows  the 
mind  to  indulge  parental  afl'cftion  wiih 
p-catcrintenfcnefs.  My  birth  was  c.h- 
brated  by  tlie  tenants  with  feafts,  and 
dances,  and  bagrpipcs;  congratulations 
WTC  fcnt  from  every  family  within  ten 
miles  round;  and  my  parents  difcoverrd 
in  my  firlt  cries  fuch  tokens  of  future 
viitue  and  \mdcr (landing,  that  they  de- 
clared themfelvcs  detrnnined  to  devote 
the  remaining  part  of  life  to  my  hnppi- 
mfs  and  the  mcrcafe  of  iheir  tl>ate. 

The  abilities  of  my  father  and  mo- 
ther were  not  prrci'ptibly  unequal,  and 
education  had  given  neither  much  ad- 
vantage over  the  other.  They  had  both 
kept  good  company,  r^nlL-d  in  chariots, 
|> littered  in  pU^houfes,  and  d;;nccd  at 
court,  and  were  (unh  evjertin  the  games 
that  wci-c  in  their  time  called  in  as  auxi- 
{larifs  agrinll  the  intrufion  of  thought. 

When  th:rc  i5  fucli  a  parit)-  between 
t¥Wptiibm  ailbciatcd  for  life,  the  d<:- 
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ie6lion  which  the  hufliand,  if  he  ht  itot 
completely  ihipid,  mufl  always  fuffer 
for  v^rant  of  fuperiority,  finks  him  to 
fubmilfivencfs.  My  mamma  tlieitfore 
ga\'emtd  the  family  without  controul; 
and  except  that  my  father  ftill  retained 
fome  authority  in  ihc  ftables,  and  nowanJ 
then,  after  a  fupirrnumerary  bottle,  broke 
a  lot>king-g;af;;  or  china  difli  to  pro;-e 
his  fovercignrv,  the  wnole  couHeofthe 
year  was  rc.ruhted  by  her  dire£lion,  the 
ftn'ants  rcc.Ivcd  from  her  all  their  or- 
ders, and  the  tenants  were  continued  of 
difmifled  at  her  difcretion. 

She  therefore  thought  herfelf  entitfcJ 
to  the  fup?.'rintendance  of  her  fon's  edn- 
caiion;  and  when  my  father,  at  die 
inftigation  cf  the  parion,  faintly  pro- 
jKifeci  that  I  flioidd  be  fcnt  to  fchool, 
veiy  pofitivcly  told  him,  that  (hewoiiM 
not  lutVer  fo  nre  a  child  to  be  niineili 
that  (he  never  knew  any  boys  at  agram- 
mar-fchool  that  could  come  into  a  room 
without  bluftiing,  or  lit  at  the  table  with- 
out fome  awkwani  unealinefs;  that  they 
were  always  putting  thetnltlvet  into 
danger  by  boillerous  plap,  orvitiatiii| 
their  beliaviour  with  mean  company; 
and  that,  for  lir»r  part,  flie  would  rather 
follov/  me  to  the  grave,  than  fee  me  tcsf 
my  clothes,  and  h.ing  down  my  head» 
r.nd  fncak  about  with  dirty  flioes  and 
blottal  fingers,  my  hair  unpowderedf 
and  my  hat  uncocked. 

My' father,  who  had  no  other  end  in 
his  propolal  than  to  appear  wile  and 
manly,  foon  ariiuiefced,  fince  I  was  not 
to  live  by  my  Lnrninc:;  for  indeed  he 
had  known  very  few  lludents  that  h«i 
not  fome  iHitncis  in  their  manner.  Thfjr 
tlicrefore  agreed,  that  adomcftick  tutor 
(bould  be  procured,  and  hired  anhoneft 
gt.'ntleman  of  mean  converfation  and 
narrow  ientinients,  but  whoiii»  having 
paflcd  the  common  forms  of  literary 
eikuation,  tjiey  implicitly  condudeil 
qua] i fled  to  teach  all  tliat  was  to  be 
learned  from  a  fcholar.  He  dioughc 
himi'elf  fuiftcicntly  exalted  by  bein|; 
placed  at  tiie  lame  table  with  liis  puptly 
and  had  no  other  view  than  to  perpetu- 
ate his  fciicitv'  by  the  utmoft  flexibility 
of  fubmiflion  to  all  my  mother's  opi- 
nions and  cap:  ices.  He  frequently  tocfc 
away  inv  book,  \ci\  1  flioukl  mope  with 
too  mucli  application,  charged  nw  never 
to  write  without  Ciirningup  my  ruffleSi 
and  generally  brufbe«l  my  coot  before  he 
difmiiTed  me  into  the  parlour. 

lie  bad  uu  uccafion  to  complain  of 
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itniome  an  employment;  for  my 
veiT  |udiciou(ly  confidex^,  that 
ot  likely  to  grow  politer  in  his 
jy  and  Aiffered  me  not  to  pafs 
re  time  in  his  apartment  than  my 
iquired.  When  I  was  fummon- 
y  talk,  fhe  enjoined  me  not  to 
of  my  tutor'*s  ways,  who  was 
mentioned  before  me  but  for 
«  to  be  avoided.  I  was  every 
t  admoniflicd  not  to  lean  on  my 
rofs'  my  legs,  or  fwing  my  hands 
tutor;'  and  onceiny  mother  very 
r  deliberated  vpon  his  total 
>n,  becaufe  I  began^  fhe  faid,  to 
B  manner  of  fticking  on  my  hat, 
his  bend  in  my  flioulders,  and 
srin  my  gait. 

,  however,  was  her  care,  that  I 
all  thefe  depravities;  and  when 
only  twelve  years  old,  had  rid 
of  every  appearance  of  childi/h 
:e.  I  was  celebrated  round  the 
for  the  petulance  of  my  remarks, 
quicknefs  of  my  replies;  and 
fcholar  five  years  older  than  my- 
e  I  daihed  into  confufion  by  tne 
ff  of  my  countenance,  filenced 
peadinefs  of  repartee,  and  tor- 
rith  envy  by  Uie  addrefs  with 
picked  up  a  fan,  prefented  a 
»x,  or  received  an  empty  tea-cup. 
•urteen  I  was  completely  fkiiled 
« niceties  of  drefs,  and  I  could 
f  enumerate  all  the  variety  of 
id  diftinguifh  the  produ£l  of  a 
loom,  but  dart  my  eye  thix>ugh 
ous  company,  and  obferve  every 
n  froiQ  the  reigning  mode.  I 
rerfally  (kilful  in  all  the  changes 
ifive  nnery;  but  as  every  one, 
,  has  fomething  to  which  he  is 
irly  bom,  vras  eminently  know- 
Iruflels  lace. 

ext  year  law  me  advanced  to  the 
i  power  of  adjuftinff  the  cere- 
>f  an  aflbnbly.  AJl  received 
tners  from  my  hand,  and  to  me 
inger  applied  for  introdu£lion. 
t  nowdLfdained  the  inftru£lions 
or,  who  was  rewarded  with  a 
nuity  for  life,  and  left  me  qua- 
lay  own  opinion,  to  govern  my- 

liorttime  I  came  to  London,  and 
itbcr  was  well  known  amonff 
erdafles  of  life,  foon  obtained 
1  to  the  moft  fplendid  a/fem- 
d  moft  crowded  card-ubles. 
r  myHIfnairerfsLlly  caref- 


fed  and  applauded  t  the  ladies  praiftdthe 
fancy  of  mv  clothes,  the  beauty  of  my 
form,  and  the  foftnefs  of  my  voice;  en^ 
deavoured  in  every  place  to  force  them- 
felves  to  my  notice;  and  invited  by  a 
thoufand  oblique  folicitations  my  at- 
tendance to  the  playhoufe,  and  my  (sdu- 
tationsinthc  park.  I  was  now  happy 
to  the  utmofl  extent  of  my  conception  $ 
I  pafled  every  morning  in  drefs,  every 
afternoon  in  vifits,  and  every  night  in 
fome  feleft  afTemblies,  where  neither 
care  nor  knowledge  were  fufFered  to  mo- 
left  us. 

After  a  fewycars,  however,  thefe  de- 
lights became  familiar,  and  I  had  leifure 
to  look  round  me  with  more  attention. 
I  then  found  that  my  flatterers  had  very 
little  power  to  relieve  the  languor  of 
fatiety,  or  recreate  wearinefs,  by  varied 
amufement;  and  therefore  endeavoured 
to  enlarge  the  fphere  of  my  pleafures» 
and  to  try  what  fatisfa^ion  might  be 
ibund  in  the  ibciety  of  men.  'I  will  not 
deny  the  mortification  with  which  I  per- 
ceived, that  every  man  whofe  name  I 
had  heard  mentioned  with  refpefl:,  re- 
ceived me  with  a  kind  of  tendernefa 
nearly  bordering  on  compailion;  and 
that  thofe  whofe  reputation  was  not  well 
eftabliihed,  thought  it  neceffary  to  jufti- 
fy  their  underftandings,  by  treating  me 
with  contempt.  One  of  thefe  witungs 
elevated  his  creft,  by  aflung  me  in  a  nul 
coflee-houfe  the  price  of  patches;  and 
another  whilbered  that  he  wondered  why 
Mifs  Friik  did  not  keep  me  that  after- 
noon to  watch  herfquirrel. 

When  I  found  myfelf  thus  hunted 
from  all  mafculine  converfation  by  thof« 
who  were  thcmfelves  barely  admitted,  I 
returned  to  the  ladies,  and  reiblved  to 
dedicate  my  life  to  their  fervice  and  their 
pleafure.  But  I  find  that  I  have  now 
loft  my  charms.  Of  thofe  with  whom 
I  entered  the  gay  world,  fome  are  mar- 
ried, fome  have  i-ctired,  and  fome  havt 
fo  much  changed  their  opinion,  that  they 
fcarcely  pay  any  regaixl  to  my  civib'ties^ 
if  there  is  any  other  man  in  the  place* 
The  new  flight  of  beauties  to  whom  I 
have  made  my  addrcflbs,  fuffer  me  to 
pay  the  treat,  and  then  titter  with  boys. 
So  that  I  now  find  myfelf  welcome  only 
to  a  few  grave  ladies,  who,  unacquaint- 
ed with  sHl  that  gives  either  ufe  or  dig- 
nity to  life,  are  content  to  pafs  tbcif 
hours  between  thdt  bed  aiwi>£i»x  cu^ 
without  cftceiu  Ctom  tiifc  dd^  w  ttw««w* 
from  the  yoimg.  ^ 
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I  cinaot  but  think,  Mr.  Rambler, 
that  I  have  rtafon  to  coinpIaLn;  for  furc- 
ly  the  females  ought  to  pay  fome  regard 
to  the  age  of  him  whofc  youth  waspaf- 
ied  in  endeavours  to  pleale  them.  They 
that  encoui-age  folly  m  the  boy,  have  no 
right  to  puniih  it  in  the  man.     Yet  I 
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find,  that  though  they  lavifh  thck  firt 
fondnefs  u^n  pertnefs  and  gaiety,  they 
foon  transfer  their  regard  to  other  <n»- 
lities,  and  ungratefully  abandon  dior 
adorers  to  dream  out  their  laft  year<  in 
(lupidity  and  contempt.  I  am,  5cc« 
Flokbntvlvs. 


N^  ex.     SATURDAY,  APRIL  6,  1751. 

AT   NOBIS  VITA  DOMTNVM  QUAKENTIBUS    UNVM 

LUX  XTEK  EST,  ET  CLAKA  DIES.    ET  GRATIA  SIMPLEX. 

ITEM  SEa.UIMUIt,    GKADIMnRQ^VE  FIDE,    PRVIMURQJOX   FUTWltty 

AD  q^UAt  WON  VENIUNT  PR  ASENTIS  GAUDIA  VITJE, 

NXC  CURRVNT  PARITKR  CAPTA,    XT  CAPIKNOA  VeLWPTAS. 

*  PRUDMTIfS. 

•WE  thro'  THIS  MAZE  OF   LIPE  ONE  lORP  OBEY; 

WHOSE  LIGHT   AND  GRACE  UNERRING,    LEAP   THX  WAY. 

BY  HOPE  AND  PAITH  SECURE  OP  FUTURE   BLISS, 

GLADLY   THE  JOYS  OF   PRESENT  LXFX  WE  MISS: 

FOR  BAFFLED   MORTALS  STILL  ATTXMPT   IN   VAIN, 

FRESZY^T  AND  FUTURK  BLISS  AT  ONCK  TO    GAIN. 

F.  Lewis. 


THAT  to  pleafe  the  Lord  and  Fa- 
ther of  the  univcrfe,  is  the  fupreme 
intereft  of  created  and  dependent  beings, 
U  it  is  eafilyprovedyhas  been  univerfally 
confefled;  and  fince  all  rational  agents 
ire  confcious  of  having  reglefted  or 
violated  the  duties  prefcribed  to  them, 
the  fear  of  being  rcje^Ved,  or  punifhcd 
hy  God,  has  always  burdened  (he  hu- 
man  mind.  The  expiation  of  ciimes, 
and  renovation  of  the  forfeited  hopes  of 
divine  favour,  therefore  conftitutes  a 
large  part  of  every  religion. 

The  vaiious  methods  of  propitiation 
and  atonement  which  fear  and  folly  have 
di^latfd,  or  artifice  and  Intereft  tolerat- 
ed in  the  different  pans  of  the  world, 
however  they  may  fomctimes  reproach 
or  degrade  humanity,  at  leail  iliew  the 
l^neral  confent  of  nil  ages  and  nations 
m  their  opinion  of  the  placability  of  the 
divine  nat\ire.  That  God  will  forgive, 
may,  indeed,  be  eftahliflied  as  the  firft 
and  fundamentil  truth  of  religion;  for 
though  the  knowledge  of  his  cxiftcncc 
is  the  origin  of  philofophy,  yet,  with- 
otit  the  belief  oi  his  mercj',  it  would 
have  iittle  influence  upon  our  moral  con- 
duct. There  could  be  no  profpeft  of 
enjoying  the  proteflion  or  regard  of  him, 
whom  Uie  leaft  deviation  from  re^itude 
made  inexorable  for  ever;  and  every  man 
fFonid  naturally  withdraw  his  thoughts 
ihwi  t&e  cantcmplation  of  a  crcsLtot, 


whom  he  muft  rbnfider  as  a  govenwr 
too  pure  to  be  pleafed,  and  too  fevereto 
be  pacified;  as  an  enemy  infinitely  wife, 
and  infinitely  powerful,  whom  he  could 
neither  deceive,  cfcape,  norreGft. 

Where  there  is  no  hope,  there  can  be 
no  endeavour.  A  conftant  and  unfail- 
ing obedience  is  above  the  reach  of  ter- 
reftrial  diligence;  and  therefore  the  pro* 
grefs  of  life  could  only  have  been  the 
natural  dcfcent  of  negligent  defpair  from 
crime  to  crime,  had  not  the  univerial 
pcrfiiafion  of  forgivenefs  to  be  obtvned 
by  proper  means  of  reconciliation,  re- 
called thofe  to  the  paths  of  virtue  whom 
their  paiTions  had  follcited  afide;  ind 
animated  to  new  attempts,  and  firmff 
pcrfcvei-ancc,  thofc  whom  diiiicultY  hid 
difcouiag-fcl,  or  negligence  furpriied. 

In  times  and  regions  fo  disjcnned 
from  each  other,  that  there  can  (carccly 
be  imagined  any  communication  of  fen- 
timents  either  by  commerce  or  tradidoDf 
has  prevailed  a  general  and  uniform  ex- 
pc6lation  of  propitiating  God  by  corpo« 
ral  aufterities,  of  anticipating  nis  ven- 
geance by  voluntary  infliflions,  andap- 
peafmg  his  jufticeby  a  fpeedy  and  cheer* 
ful  fubmifTion  to  a  lefs  penalty  when  t 
greater  is  incurred. 

Incorporated  minds  will  always  fed 
fome  inclination  towards  exterior  ifts, 
and  ritual  obfervances.     Ideas  not  iv- 
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f  mderanefceiit.  We  are  not 
judge  of  the  degree  of  convic- 
ich  operated  at  any  particular 
on  our  own  thoughts,  but  as  it 
ded  by  fome  certain  and  definite 
He  that  reviews  his  life  in  order 
mine  the  probability  of  his  ac- 
e  with  God,  if  he  could  once 
I  the  neccflary  proportion  between 
and  fufferings,  might  fecurely 
•n  his  performance  of  the  cxpia- 
at  while  fafety  remains  the  re- 
nly  of  mental  purity,  he  is  al- 
fraid  left  he  (hould  decide  too 
his  own  favour,  left  he  fhould 
e  felt  the  pangs  of  true  contri- 
ft  he  (hotild  miftnke  fatiety  for 
on,  or  ima^ipethat  his  oaflions 
lucd  when  they  arc  only  rfeeping. 
I  this  natural  and  reafonable  diT- 
arofc,  in  humble  and  timorous 
dirpofition  to  confound  penance 
pentance,  to  repofe  on  human 
nations^  and  to  receive  from 
licial  fentence  the  ftated  and  re- 
[ignment  of  reconciliatory  pain, 
r  never  willing  to  be  without  re- 
we  feck  in  the  knoNvledge  of 
.  fuccour  for  our  own  ignorance; 
ready  to  truft  any  that  will  un- 
to direfl  us  when  we  have  con* 
in  ourfelves. 

dcfire  to  afccrtain  by  fome  out- 
larks  the  ftate  of  the  foul,  and 
lingnefs  to  calm  the  confcience 
:  fettled  method,  have  produced, 
are  divcrfilicd  in  their  effefts  by 
tem|)ers  and  principles,  moft  of 
[uifitions  and  rules,  the  doubts 
utions,  that  have  embarraffed 
Tine  of  repentance,  and  perplex- 
:r  and  flexible  minds  with  in- 
bic  icruples  concerning  the  ne- 
mcafures  of  forrow,  and  ade- 
egrees  of  felf. abhorrence;  and 
lies  corrupted  by  fraud*  or  de- 
{'credulity,  have,  by  the  com- 
fdiency  of  the  mind  from  one 
to  another,  incited  others  to  an 
intempt  of  all  fubfidiary  ordi- 
all  prudential  caution,  and  the 
ifeipline of  regulatedpiety. 
ntance,  however  difncult  to  \it 
1,  is,  if  it  be  explained  without 
ion»  eafily  underftood.  Repent- 
tbg  relinquijbment  of  anypraC' 
m  tbi  con^iffioH  that  it  bos  of- 
G^d.  Sorrow,  and  fear^  and 
•  arc  properly  not  parts,  but  ad- 
fnpcttMCfi  ytt  they  arc  too 
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dofely  conne{(ed  ^tk  it,  to  be  ctfilf 
feparatedj  for  they  not  oolr  mark  it*t 
fincerity,  but  promote  it*s  emcaqr. 

No  man  cooimits  any  a£t  or  ntasli* 
gence  or  obftinacy,  by  which  his  £Mf 
or  happinefs  in  this  world  is  endanger* 
ed,  without  feeling  the  pungency  of  re- 
morfe.  He  who  is  fully  convinced  tliat 
he  fuffers  by  his  own  failure*  can  never 
forbear  to  trace  back  his  mifcarriage  to 
it's  firft  caule,  to  image  to  himfelf  a 
contrary  behaviour,  and  to  form  invo- 
luntary refolutions  againft  the  like  foult, 
even  when  he  knows  that  he  (hall  never 
again  have  the  power  of  conmiitting  it. 
Danger  coniidered  as  imminent,  natimdi* 
ly  produces  fuch  trepidations  of  impa- 
tience as  leave  all  human  means  of  fafo* 
ty  behind  them:  he  that  has  once  caught 
an  alarm  of  terror,  is  every  mcmmt 
feized  with  ufclefs  anxieties;  adding  one 
fecurity  to  another,  trembling  with  fud- 
den  doubts,  and  diftra^led  by  the  perpe- 
tual occurrence  of 'new  expedients.  If, 
therefore,  he  whofe  crimeff  have  de- 
prived him  of  the  favour  of  God,  ^an 
reflect  upon  his  condn6k  widiout  difturb- 
ance,  or  can  at  will  baniih  the  reflec- 
tion; if  he  who  confiders  himielf  as  fu- 
fpended  over  the  abyfs  of  eternal  per- 
(ution  only  by  the  thread  of  life,  which 
muft  foon  part  by  it's  own  weaknefs, 
and  which  the  wingof  every  minute  may 
divide,  can  caft  his  eyes  round  him  with- 
out (huddering  with  horror,  orpantin? 
with  fecurity;  what  can  he  judge  of 
himfelf  but  that  he  is  not  yet  awakened 
to  fufficient  convi^lion,  iince  every  loft 
is  more  lamented  than  the  lofs  of  the 
Divine  favour,  and  every  daneer  more 
dreaded  than  the  danger  of  final  con- 
demnation? 

Retirement  from  the  cares  and  plea- 
fures  of  the  woi  Id  has  been  often  recom- 
mended as  ufeful  to  r^ntance.  This 
at  leaft  is  evident,  that  every  one  retires^ 
whenever  ratiocination  fnd  recoUedion 
are  required  on  other  occalionst  and 
furely  the  retrofpe^l  of  life,  the  diien- 
tangfement  of  acliont  com|dicated  %vith 
innumerable  circumftancesy  and  diflfufed 
in  various  relations,  the  difcovery  of  the 
primary  movements  of  the  heart,  and  the 
extirpation  of  lufts  and  appetites  deeply 
rooted  and  widely  fpread,  may  be  allow- 
ed to  demand  fome  feceflion  from  fport 
and  noife,  and  bufinefs  and  folly.  Some 
fuTpenfion  of  common  aflairs,  fome  paufe 
of  temporal  paiii  axvd  x^xa1>ke^^\\^«n^x- 
Ki  Qiecdbry  to  >Mm  W  ^iiSSdttt^^ 
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eternity,  who  Is  forming  the  only  plan 
in  which  mifcarriage  cannot  be  repaired, 
and  examining  the  only  queflion  in  which 
miftake  cannot  be  refiined. 

Anftenties  and  mortifications  are 
meant  by  which  the  mind  is  invigorated 
and  roufed,  by  which  the  attraflions  of 
pieafure  are  interrupted,  and  the  chains 
of  fenfuality  are  broken.  It  is  obferv- 
ed  by  one  of  the  fathers,  that  be 
nuho  nftrains  bimftlfin  the  ufe  of  things 
ianxfui^  nuiil  ne^ver  encroach  upon 
things  forbidden,  Abftinence,  if  no- 
thing more,  is  at  leaft  a  cautious  re- 
treat from  the  utmoft  verge  of  pcrmif- 
iion,  and  confers  that  (ccuritv  which 
cannot  be  rcafonably  hoped  by  fiim  ihnt 
dares  always  to  hover  over  the  precipice 
c»f  deftniftion;  or  delights  in  npnroach 
the  plcaflircs  which  he  knows  it  hitiil  to 
partake.  Aufterity  is  the  proper  nnfi- 
dote  to  induls^ence;  the  dillal'cs  of  mind 
as  well  as  body  arc  cured  by  centra:  ics, 
and  to  contraries  we  fhould  readily  have 
recourfe,  if  we  dreaded  guilt  as  we 
dread  pain. 

The  completion  and  fum  of  repen- 
tance is  a  chang-e  of  life.     That  forrow 
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which  diflates  no  caution,that  fear  whicft 
does  not  quicken  our  efcape,  that  anfte* 
rity  which  fails  to  re£^ify  our  aifi^ian^ 
are  vain  and  unavailing.  But  fomowind 
terror  muft  naturally  precede  refofma* 
tion;  for  what  other  caufe  can  produce 
it?    He,   therefore,  that  feels  bimftlf 
alarmed  by  his  confcience,  anxious  for    ' 
the  attainment  of  abetter  ftatc^  andtf*   i 
fii6led  by  the  memory  of  his  paft  ^uksy  i 
may  juftly  conclude,  that  the  great  work    ' 
of  repentance  is  begun,  and  hope  byre*    ^ 
tiremcnt  and  prayer,  the  natural  and  re-   • 
ligous  means  ot  ftrcngthening  his  con* 
virion,  to  imprefs  vpon  his  mind  fucS 
a  fcnfc  of  the  Divine  prefence,  as  may 
overpower  the  blandiniments  of  fecular 
delighis,    and  enable  him  to  advanot 
from  one  degiee  oT  holinels  to  another, 
till  death  fliall  fct  him  free  from  doubt 
and  contcft,  milery  and  temptation. 

What  bettf  r  can  we  do  than  proftrafe  fall 
Befoiehini  reverent;  and  there  confefi 
H-.imblyour  faiilts,aiid  pardon  beg. with  tesrs 
WatVing  the  ground,and  with  our  fighstheair 
Frequenting,  fent  from  hearts  contrite,  in  fign 
Of  forrow  unfeigned, and  humiliation  fflcck* 
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SOPROC. 
DIIASTBR  ALWAYS  WAITS  ON  ZAKLY   WIT. 


r*  has  been  obferved,  by  long  expe- 
rience, that  late  fprings  produce  the 
mateft  plenty.  The  delay  of  blooms 
and  fragrance,  of  verdure  and  brccrcs, 
if  for  the  mofl  part  liberally  rccompcnl- 
ed  by  the  exuberance  and  fecundity  of 
dieenAiing  feafons;  the  bloffoms  wliich 
lie  concealed  till  the  year  is  advanced, 
and  the  fun  is  high,  efcape  rhoie  chilling 
blafts,  and  noAumal  frofts,  which  are 
often  fatal  to  early  luxuriance,  prey  up- 
on the  firft  fmues  of  vernal  beauty, 
deftroy  the  feeble  principles  of  vegetable 
life^  intercept  the  fruit  m  the  gem,  and 
beat  down  the  flowers  unopened  to  the 
ground. 

I  am  afraid  there  is  little  hope  of  per- 
iuading  the  young  and  (prightly  part  of 
my  readers,  upon  whom  the  fpring  na- 
turally forces  my  attention,  to  learn 
from  the  great  procefs  of  nature,  the  dif- 
farence between  diligence  and  hurry,  be- 
pn^fBenffCed  and  predpitation;  to  profe- 
uSftkurfkCgns  vnthcalmnefs^to  watcY^ 


the  concurrence  of  opportunity,  and  en* 
deavour  to  find  the  lucky  moment  which 
they  cannot  make.  Youth  is  the  time 
of  enterprize  and  hopej  having  yet  no 
occaiion  of  comparing  our  force  with 
any  oppofing  jwwer,  wc  naturally  form 
prefuraptions  in  our  own  favour,  and 
unagine  that  obllru^lion  and  impedi- 
ment will  give  way  before  us.  The  firft 
repulfcs  rather  inflame  vehemence  than 
teach  prudence;  a  brave  and  generous 
mind  is  long  before  it  fufpcfls  it*s  own 
weaknefs,  or  fubmits  to  fap  the  difficul- 
ties which  it  expe6^ed  to  fubdue  by  ^onn* 
Before  difappointments  have  enforced 
the  diflates  of  philofophy,  we  bclievtf 
it  in  our  power  to  (horten  the  interfa] 
between  the  firft  caufe  and  the  lafleflefti 
we  laugh  at  the  timorous  delays  of  plod- 
ding induihy,  and  fancy  that,  by  in* 
creaiing  the  nre,  we  can  at  pieafure  ac- 
celerate the  ptx>;e£lion. 

Ax  QMS  etiUasvcie  vtitn  the  world,  ^ 
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lifikkfit  for  tiie  regular  matu* 
our  fchemes,  and  along  enjoy- 
our  acauifitions,  we  are  eager 
he  preient  moment;  we  pluck 
adficabon  within  our  reach, 
Aifiering  it  to  ripen  into  per- 
and  crowd  all  the  varieties  of 
nto  a  narrow  compafs;  but  age 
Ills  to  change  our  condu6l;  we 
jligent  of  tune  in  proportion  as 
lefs  remaining,  and  fuffer  the 
)f  life  to  deal  from  us  in  languid 
ons  for  future  undertakings,  or 
roaches  to  remote  advantages, 
hopes  or  fome  fortuitous  occur- 
r  arowfy  equilibrations  of  un- 
ed  counfel.  Whether  it  be 
iged,  having  tailed  the  pleafures 
s  condition,  and  found  them  de- 
ecome  lefs  anxious  for  their  at- 
;  or  that  frequent  mifcarriages 
reflcd  them  to  defpair,  and  frozen 
nativity;  or  that  death  (liocks 
ire  as  it  advances  upon  them, 
arc  afraid  to  remind  themfelves 
decay,  or  to  difcover  to  their 
rts,  that  the  time  of  trifling  is 

penial  confli6l  with  natural  de- 
is  to  be  the  lot  of  our'prcrent 
n  youth  w;  require  fomething 
aruinefs  and  fngidity  of  age; 
ge  we  muft  labour  to  recall  the 
impetuofity  of  youth;  in  youth 
learn  to  expe6l,  and  in  age  to 

>rmentofexpcftation  is,  indeed, 
'  to  be  borne  at  a  time  when  every 
7-atification  fires  the  blood,  and 
1  the  fancy;  when  the  heart  is 
»  every  frcfti  form  of  delight, 
no  rival  engagements  to  with- 
rom  the  importunities  of  a  new 
Yet  fince  the  fear  of  miflTrng 

feck  muft  always  be  propor- 
to  the  happincfs  expelled  from 
;  it,  the  pafliotis,  even  in  this 
3us  ftate,  might  be  fomewhat 
d  by  frequent  inculcation  of 
liicf  of  temerity,  and  the  ha- 
oiing  that  which  we  endeavour 
cfore  our  time. 

It  too  early  afpires  to  honours, 
•Ive  to  encounter  not  only  the 
s  of  interefl,  but  the  malignity 

He  that  is  too  eager  to  he 
lerally  endangers  his  fortime  in 
mtures,  and  uncertain  proje£ls; 
at  luifteDf  toofpeedily  to  repu- 
2b0  ni(i»lu§  cianSicr  by  arti- 


fices and  fsillacies,  decks  hirofelf  in  co» 
lours  which  quickly  fade,  or  in  plumea 
which  accident  may  fhake  off,  or  com- 
petition pluck  away. 

I'he  danger  of  early  eminence  list 
been  extendeid  by  fome,  even  to  the  gifts 
of  nature;  and  an  opinion  has  been  long 
conceived,  that  quicknefs  of  inventioHj^ 
accuracy  of  judgment,or  extent  of  know- 
ledge,  appearing  before  the  ufual  time, 
prefage  a  Ihort  life.  Even  thofe  who 
are  lefs  inclined  to  form  general  conclu^ 
fions,  fi-om  inftances  which  by  their  own 
nature  muft  be  rare,  have  yet  Ifeen  inclin- 
ed to  prognoflicate  no  fuitable  progreft 
from  the  firit  fallies  of  rapid  wits;  but 
have  obfcrved,  that  after  a  ihort  efFoit 
they  either  loiter  or  faint,  and  fuffiar 
themfelves  to  be  fuipaifed  by  the  even 
and  regular  perfeverance  of  flower  un* 
dcrftandings. 

It  frequently  happens,  that  anplaufe 
abates  diligence.  Whofocver  finds  him- 
felf  to  have  performed  more  than  wat 
demanded,  will  be  contented  to  fpare 
the  labour  of  unneceffary  performances, 
and  fit  down  to  enjoy  at  t^Je  his  fuper- 
fluities  of  honour.  He  whom  fucccfs 
has  made  confident  of  his  abilities,quick- 
ly  claims  the  privilege  of  negligence, 
and  Uoks  contemptuouily  on  the  gra- 
dual advances  of  a  rival,  whom  he 
imagines  himfelf  able  to  leave  behind 
whenever  ihe  fhall  again  fummon  his 
force  to  the  conteft.  But  long  inter- 
vals of  pleafu  re  diiTipate  attention,  and 
weaken  confbncy ;  nor  is  it  eafy  for  him 
that  has  funk  from  diligence  into  iloth, 
to  roufe  out  of  his  letharg^y,  to  recolle£l 
his  notions,  rekindle  his  curiofity,  and 
enc;age  with  his  former  ardour  in  the 
toils  of  ihidy. 

Even  that  fricndihip  which  intends 
the  reward  of  genius,  too  often  tends  to 
ohftruft  it.  The  pleafure  of  being  ca- 
reifed,  diftinguifhed,  and  admired,  ea- 
fily  feduces  the  fhidcnt  from  literary  fo- 
litude.  He  is  ready  to  follow  the  call 
which  fummons  him  to  hear  his  own 
praife,  and  which,  perhaps,  at  once  flat- 
ters his  appetite  with  certainty  of  plea- 
fui-es,  and  his  ambition  with  hopes  of 
patronage;  pleafures  which  he  conceives 
inexhauftiblc,  and  hopes  which  he  has 
notyct  learned  to  diftruft. 

Thefe  evils,  inded,  are  by  no  mean< 
to  be  imputed  to  nature,  or  confidered 
as  infeparable  from  an  catV]  ^\V^v)  kA 
uncommon  aViVit\ca.  TVc^  m^iN  \ife  t«* 
tainly  tfcaped  by  wudcact  ^xA  xtSoVa- 
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tion,  and  miift  therefore  be  recounted 
rather  as  confolations  to  thofe  who  art 
lefs  liberally  endowed,  than  as  difcou- 
ragements  to  fuch  as  are  born  with  un- 
common aualities.  Beauty  is  well 
known  to  draw  after  it  the  perfecutions 
of  impertinence,  to  incite  the  artifices  of 
cnTy,  and  to  raife  the  fkunes  of  unlawful 
love;  jet  among  the  ladies  whom  pru- 
dcDce  or  modeffy  have  made  moft  emi- 
nent, who  ba!^  ever  complained  of  the 
fnconveniencies  of  an  amiable  form?  or 
^Hould  have  porcbalJbd  fafety  by  the  lofs 
€»f  charms? 

Neither  grace  of  perfon,  nor  vigour 
of  underfbuxding,  are  to  be  regarded 
oriierwife  than  as  blefTings,  as  means 
of  happinefs  indulged  by  the  Supreme 
Benefaflor;  but  the  advantages  of  cither 
may  be  bft  by  too  much  eagemefs  to 
obtain  them.  A  thoufand  beauties  in 
tbeir  firft  blodbm,  by  an  imprudent  cx- 
pofure  to  the  open  world,  have  fuddenly 
withered  at  the  blail  of  infamy;  and 
men  who  might  have  fubje^lcd  new  re- 
gions to  the  empire  of  learning,  have 


been  lured  by  the  praiie  of  their  £rf 
productions  from  academical  retirement, 
and  walled  their  dap  in  vice  and  depend- 
er--e.  The  virgin  who  too  foon  af- 
pires  to  celebrity  and  oonquef(,  pe- 
rifhes  by  childiih  vanity,  ignorant  cre- 
dulity, or  guiltlefs  indifcretion.  The 
renius  who  catches  at  laurels  and  pre- 
ferment before  his  tlrne^  mocks  the 
hopes  thait  he  had  excited,  and  loSa 
thofe  years  which  mijjht  have  been  moft 
vfefuUy  employed,  the  years  of  yootb* 
of  fpirit,  and  vivacity. 

It  is  one  of  the  innumerable  abfnr- 
dities  of  pride,  that  we  are  never  more 
impatient  of  direction,  than  in  that  put 
of  life  when  we  need  it  moft;  we  an 
in  hafte  to  meet  enemies  whom  we  hare 
not  llrength  to  overcome,  and  to  under- 
take talks  which  we  cannot  perfora: 
and  as  he  that  once  reifcarries  does  sot 
cafily  perfuade  mankind  to  favour  an- 
other attempt,  an  inefFe6hial  ftruggle  for 
fame  is  often  followed  by  perpetual  ob- 
fcurity. 


N«  CXII.    SATURDAY,  APRIL  13,  1751. 

in  MZA  VXSANAS  ITABUI  DlSPEKDIA  vHfJj, 
XT  VALUI  POXNAS  FORTIS  IN  IPSE   MXA&. 

Omii. 
•r  STirw.T'OTH  prtvrcioD*  tomtshf  I  boast; 
TUX  rcw*Rs  i  hayx  wxrx  civ'n  me  to  my  cost* 


F.  Lswi& 


"ITTE  anc  taught  by  Celfus,  that 
W  hc;<Ith  is  Im-II  preicrved  by  avoid- 
ing fettled  habits  of  life,  and  dcviniJng 
fomctimcs  into  flight  aberrations  from 
the  laws  of  medicine;  by  varying  the 
pioporiions  of  food  «nd  cxcrcife,  mter- 
n'ptiiig  the  fucccfTions  of  red  and  la- 
bour, and  mingling  hardihips  with  in- 
dulecnce.  The  body,  long  accuflomcd 
to  (fated  quantities  and  uniform  periods; 
is  difordcrcd  by  thcfmnlleftin<p:ularItYj 
mnd  fince  we  cannot  adjuft  every  day  by 
the  balance  orbaromfter,  it  is  fit  (bmc- 
timcs  to  depart  from  rigid  accuracy,  that 
vn-.  mav  be  able  to  comply  with  neccf- 
fary  aii^iirs,  or  ftronpj  inclinations.  He 
that  too  lone  obfcrvt*;  nice  punRunlitics, 
condemns  b»mfelf  to  yol-mtary  imbcci- 
jitv,  ?.nd  will  not  long  tlcape  the  mil't- 
rics  of  difcafe. 
The  fame  laxity  of  regimen  is  equally 
$^fl!iiry  to  iatflleftual  healtb,  ajnd  xo 


a  perpetual  fufcepfibility  of  occafional 
pleafure.  Long  confinement  to  the  fame 
company  which  peihaps  fimilitudc  cf 
tade  brought  ftrft  together,  quickly  cod- 
tra^s  his  fariilties,  and  makes  a\hou- 
fand  things  offcnfivc  that  are'  in  them- 
fclves  indifferent  J  a  man  acciif^omed'to 
hear  only  the  echo  uf  his  own  fcntiBJcnt", 
foon  bars  all  the  comnirn  avenues  of  de- 
light, and  has  no  part  in  the  general  gra- 
tinrations  of  mankind. 

In  things  which  are  not  immediately 
Ail^jcfH  to  rclipous  or  moral  confiden- 
tion,  it  is  (I.uigcroiis  to  be  too  long  or 
too  rigiilly  in  the  right.  Senfibiliry 
may,  by  an  incefl^mt  attention  to  ele- 
gance nnd  propriety,  be  quickened  to  a 
tendt  rnefs  inccnhltcnt  with  the  condi- 
tion of  h;ir:anii\-,  irritable  by  the  fmiH- 
eft  afperlty,  and  vulnerable  by  tbegeo- 
tlcft  touch.  He  that  plcafes  himfelf  too 
nvac^v  Wviiv  \s\\\M\ki  ^'s.-^ya.Cv^  and  foli-  j 
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endure  XK>thing  in  accomtnoda- 
ittendance,  or  addrefs,  below  the 
f  perfe£lIon,  will,  whenever  he 
he  crowd  of  life,  be  haraded  with 
arable  diftrciTes,  frop  which  thofe 
vc  not  in  the  fame  manner  in- 

their  fenfations  find  no  didurb- 

His  exotick  foftnefs  will  flirink 
roarfenefs  of  vulgar  felicity,  like 

tranfplanted  to  northern  nurfe- 
>m  the  dews  and  fun-fhineof  the 
1  regions. 

re  will  always  be  a  wide  interval 
n  practical  and  ideal  excellence  j 
lercfore,  if  we  allow  not  oiirfelves 
itisfied  while  we  can  perceive  any 
r  dcfeft,  we  muft  refer  our  hopes 

to  fome  other  period  of  exiftence. 
sU  known  that,  expofed  to  a  mi- 
)e,  the  fmoothelt  polilh  of  the  moft 
odies  difcovers  cavities  and  pro- 
:es}  and  that  the  fofteft  bloom  of 
virginity  repels  the  eye  with  ex- 
ces  and  difcolorations.  The  per- 
is as  well  as  the  lenfes  may  be  im* 

to  our  own  difquiet,  and  we  may, 
gent  cultivation  of  the  powers  of 
,  raife  in  time  an  artificial  fadidi- 
i,  which  (hall  fill  the  imagination 
hantoms  of  turpitude,  (hew  us  the 
(keleton  of  every  delight,  and  pre- 
;  only  with  the  pains  of  plealure, 
e  deformitks  of  beauty, 
/ifhnefs,  indeed,  would  perhaps 
ttle  difturb  the  peace  of  mankind, 
t  always  the  conlcquence  of  fuper- 

delicacy;  for  it  is  the  privilege 
f  deep  refle£lion,  or  lively  fancy, 
Toy  happinefs  by  art  and  rcfine- 
6ut  by  continual  indulgence  of 
cular  humour,  or  by  long  eujoy- 
>f  undifputed  iUperiority,  the  dull 
oughtlels  may  likcwife  acquire  the 

of  tormenting  themfclves  and 
,  and  become  Tufiiciently  ridicu- 
r  hateful  to  thofe  who  are  within 
>f  their  conduit,  or  reach  of  their 
ace. 

ey  that  have  grown  old  in  a  fingle 
re  generally  found  to  be  morole, 
1,,  and  captious;  tenacious  of  their 
nBices  and  maxims;  foon  offend- 
conttadi^tion  or  negligence;  and 
ient  of  any  afTociation,  but  with 
iiat  will  watch  tlieir  nod,  and  fub- 
lemielves  to  unlimited  authority. 
is  die  eiFe6i  of  having  lived  with- 
c  necefllty  of  confultinjf  any  in- 
on  but  tbeir  own. 


The  ir&fcjbility  of  this  dafs  of  tyrants 
is  generally  exerted  upon  petty  provoca* 
tions,  fuch  as  are  incident  to  underftand* 
ings  not  far  extended  beyond  the  in<» 
flin£ts  of  animal  life;  but,  unhappily,  he 
that  fixes  his  attention  on  things  always 
before  him,  will  never  have  long  cefla« 
tions  of  anger.  There  arc  many  vete- 
rans of  luxury,  upon  whom  every  nooa 
brings  a  paroxyfni  of  violence,  fury, 
and  execration;  they  never  lit  down  to 
their  dinner  without  finding  the  meat 
fo  iniudicioudv  bought,  or  fo  unflulfiilly 
dreflfed,  fuch  blunders  in  the  feafoning, 
or  fuch  improprieties  in  the  fauce,  as 
can  fcarcely  be  expiated  without  blood| 
and,  in  the  tranfports  of  refentment^ 
make  very  little  diftin6tions  between 
guilt  and  innocence,  but  let  fly  theirme- 
naces,  or  growl  out  their  difcontenty 
upon  all  whom  fortune  expofes  to  the 
florm. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  imagine  a  more  un- 
happy condition  than  that  of  dependence 
on  a  peevifh  man.  In  every  other  tiate 
of  inferiority  the  certainty  of  pleafing  ift 
perpetually  mcreafed  by  a  fuller  know- 
ledge of  our  duty;  and  kindnefs  and 
confidence  are  (irengthened  by  every  new 
a6l  of  truft,  and  proof  of  fidelity.  But 
peevifhnefs  facrifices  to  a  momentary 
offence  the  obfequioufnefs  or  ufefulnels 
of  half  a  life,  and  as  moi^  is  performed, 
increafes  her  exaflions. 

Chryfalus  gained  a  fortune  by  trade, 
and  retired  into  the  country;  and,  hav- 
me:  a  brother  burdened  by  the  number 
of  his  children,  adopted  one  of  his  fons. 
The  boy  was  difmified  with  many  pru- 
dent admonitions;  informed  of  his  fa- 
therms  inability  to  maintain  him  in  his 
native  rank;  cautioned  againfl  all  oppo- 
fition  to  the  opinions  or  precepts  ot  his 
uncle;  and  animated  to  perfeverance  by 
the  hopes  of  fupporting  the  honour  of 
the*  family,  and  overtopping  his  elder 
brother.  He  had  a  natural  duftility  of 
mind,  without  much  warmth  of  afFe£lion, 
or  elevation  of  fentiment;  and  therefore 
readily  complied  with  every  variety  of 
caprice ;  patiently  endured  contradifto- 
ry  reproofs;  heard  falfeaccufations with-  ' 
out  pain,  and  opprobrious  reproaches 
without  reply;  laughed  obfbeperouflr  at 
the  ninetieth  repetition  of  a  joke;  auced 
queftions  about  the  univerfal  decay  of 
trade;  admired  the  Itrength  of  thofe  heads 
by  which  the  price  of  (locks  is  chanj^ed 
and  sdjuft.ed*,  and  )^Vwieii  NvvCtv  ^Oii 
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prudence  and  circumfpeftion,  that  after 
fix  years  the  will  was  made,  and  Juven- 
culus  was  declared  heir.  But  unhappi- 
hr,  a  month  aftrrwards,  retiring  at  night 
n'om  his  uncle's  chamber,  he  left  the 
door  open  behind  liim:  the  old  man  tore 
Kis  will,  and  being  then  perceptibly  de- 
clining, for  want  of  time  to  deliberate, 
left  his  money  to  a  trading  company. 

When  female  minds  are  imbittered 
hyzwa  or  folitude,  their  malignity  is  ge- 
nerally exerted  in  a  rigorous  and  fpite- 
ful  fuperintendence  of  domeflick  trifles. 
Eriphile  has  employed  her  eloquence  for 
twenty  years  upon  the  degeneracy  of 
iervants,  the  naftinefs  of  her  houfc,  the 
ruin  of  her  furniture,  the  difficulty  of 
prcferving  tapeftry  from  the  moths,  and 
the  careleiTnefs  of  the  (luts  whom  fhe 
employs  in  brufhing  it.  It  Is  her  bufi- 
nefs  every  morning  to  vidt  all  the  rooms, 
in  hopes  of  finding  a  chair  without  it's 
cover,  a  window  Ihut  or  open  contrary 
to  her  orders,  a  Ipot  on  the  hearth,  or  a 
feather  on  the  floor,  that  the  rell  of  the 
day  may  be  judiflablv  fpent  in  taunts  of 
contempt,  and  vociferations  of  anger. 
She  lives  for  no  other  purpofe  but  to 
preierve  the  neatnefs  of  a  houfe  and  gar- 
densy  and  feels  neither  inclination  to 
pleafurey  nor  afpiration  after  virtue, 
while  (he  is  engroflfed  by  the  great  era- 
plovment  of  keeping  gravel  from  grafs, 
and  wainfcot  from  dull.  Of  three  ami- 
able nieces  (he  has  declared  herfelf  an 
irreconcileable  enemy  to  one,  hecaufe 
fhe  broke  off  a  tulip  with  her  hoop;  to 
another,  becau(e  fhe  fpilt  her  coffee  on  a 
Turkey  carpet;  and  to  the  third,  becaufe 
ihe  let  a  wet  dog  run  into  the  parlour. 
She  hits  broken  off  her  intercourfe  of 
vifits,  becaufe  company  makes  a  houfe 
dirty;  and  refolves  to  confine  herfelf 
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more  to  her  own  sIRiirc,  and  to  life  H 
longer  in  mire  by  foolifh  lenity.  i 

Peevifhnefs  is  generally  the  vice  of 
narrow  minds ;  and,  except  when  it  it 
the  effe6^  of  an^uifh  and  difeafe,  by 
which  the  refolution  is  broken,  and  tbit 
mind  made  too  feeble  to*  bear  the  lighteft 
addition  to  it's  miferies,  proceeds  fixm 
an  unreafonable  perfuafion  of  the  im-  • 
portance  of  trifles.  The  proper  remedy 
againft  it  is,  to  confider  the  dignity  « 
human  nature,  and  the  folly  of  funcr-  • 
ing  perturbation  and  uneafinefs  from 
caufes  unworthy  of  our  notice. 

He  that  refigns  his  peace  to  little  a« 
fualties,  and  fuffers  the  courfe  of  his  lift 
to  be  inteiTupted  by  fortuitous  inadver- 
tencies or  offences,  delivers  up  hirafelC 
to  the  di region  of  the  wind,  and  lofes 
all  that  conllancy  and  equanimity  whtdl 
conflitute  the  chief  praife  of  a  wile 
man. 

The  province  of  prudence  lies  betweea 
the  greated  things  and  the  leaft;  fone 
furpafs  our  power  by  their  magnitudci 
and  fbmeefcape  our  notice  by  tiicir  num- 
ber and  their  fi^uency.  But  the  in- 
difben fable  bufmefs  of^Iife  will  afford 
fufficientexercife  to  every  underftandingf 
and  fuch  is  the  limitation  of  the  hunun 
powei*s,  that  by  attention  to  trifles  we 
muft  let  things  of  importance  pafs  un- 
obferved :  when  we  examine  a  mite  with 
a  glafs,  we  fee  nothing  but  a  mite. 

That  it  is  every  man*s  interefl  to  be 
pleafed,  will  need  little  proof:  that  it  it 
nis  intereft  to  pleafe  others,  experience 
will  inform  him.  It  is  tlieretore  not 
lefs  neceflary  to  happinefs  than  to  ^- 
tue,  that  he  rid  his  mind  of  pafliont 
which  make  him  uncafy  to  himfelfy  and 
hateful  to  the  world,  which  enchain  hit 
intelle6ls9andobUnicl  his  improTemenk 
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$OBE»  MAW  LIKE  THEE  TO  CHANGE  HIS  LIFE! 
HAT  rOET  WOVLD  rOSSXtt  THEE  WITH  A  WIFE? 
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t  whether  it  is  always  a 
nnocence  to  treat  cenAire 
•t.  We  owe  fo  much  revc- 
'ifdom  of  mankincl,  as  jull- 
that  our  own  opinion  of 
f  be  ratified  by  the  concur- 
r  fuffragcs;  and  fince  giiilt 
muft  have  the  fame  tffcSi 
inces  unable  to  pierce  bc- 
l  appearance,  and  influen- 
ler  by  example  than  prc- 

obliged  to  refute  a  falfe 
vc  fhould  countenance  the 
we  have  never  committed, 
y  from  an  accufation  with 
lilence,  is  equally  in  the 
a  that  is  hardened  by  vil- 
fpirited  by  innocence.  The 
which  Horace  crefls  upon 
:ience,  may  be  fometimes 
nidence  or  power  j  and  wc 
s  wi(h  to  prefcrve  the  dig- 
je  by  adorning  her  with 

wickednefs  cannot  alTume. 
afon  I  have  determined  no 
.urc,  with  either  patient  or 
ition,  a  reproach  which  is, 
f  opinion,  unjuft;  but  will 

honeftly  before  you,  that 
readers  may  at  IcngUi  de< 

rou  will  be  able  to  prefcrve 
1  impartiality,  when  you 
am  confidered  as  an  adver- 
the  female  world,  you  may 
\  me  for  doubting,  notwith- 
!  veneration  to  which  you 
e  jrourfelf  entitled  by  your 
iroiqg,  your  abftra6^ion,  or 
Beauty,  Mr.  Rambler,  has 
«rtred  the  refolutions  of  the 
be  r^oninp  of  the  wife, 
d  to  ienfibihty ,  and  fubdued 
to  tbfiaeCs. 

'.  of  diofe  unhappy  beiDg$> 
bMi  muktd  out  »§  liuA 


bands  for  many  different  women,  and 
deliberated  a  hundred  times  on  the  brinlc 
of  matrimony.  I  have  difcuffcd  all  the 
nuptial  preliminaries  fo  often,  that  I  can 
repeat  the  forms  in  whifh  jointures  are 
fettled,  pin-money  fccured,  and  provi- 
fions  for  youneer  children  afcertained; 
but  am  at  lall  doomed  by  general  cou- 
fent  to  everlafting  folitude,  and  exclujdcd 
by  an  irreverfible  decree  frpm  all  hopes 
of  connubial  felicity.  I  am  pointed  out 
by  every  mother,  as  a  man  whofc  vifit* 
cannot  be  admitted  without  reproach; 
who  raifes  hopes  only  to  embitter  difap- 
pointment,  and  makes  ofFi^rs  only  to  fc- 
duce  girls  info  a  wallc  of  that  part  of 
life,  in  which  they  might  gain  advan- 
tageous matches,  and  become  miilrefles 
and  mothers. 

I  hope  you  will  Alnk,  that  fome  part 
of  this  penal  fe verity  may  juftly  be  re- 
mitted, when  I  inform  you,  that  I  ne- 
ver yet  profelTed  love  to  a  woman  with- 
out fincere  intentions  of  marriagcj  that 
1  have  never  continued  an  appearance 
of  intimacy  from  the  hour  that  my  in- 
clination changed,  but  to  preferve  her 
whom  I  was  leaving  from  the  (hock  of 
abruptnefs,  or  the  ignominy  of  contempt; 
that  I  always  endeavoured  to  give  uie 
ladies  an  opportunity  of  fccming  to  dif- 
card  me;  and  that  I  never  forfook  a  mif- 
trefs  for  larger  fortune,or  brighter  beau- 
ty, but  becaufo  I  difcoveredforae  irre- 
gularity in  her  condufl,  or  fome  depra- 
vity in  her  mindj  not  becaofe  I  wa« 
charmed  by  another,  but  becaufe  I  wa« 
offended  by  herfelf. 

I  was  very  early  tired  of  that  fucccf- 
iion  of  amufements  bywhich  the  thoughts 
of  moft  young  men  are  didipated,  and 
had  not  long  glittered  in  the  fplendour 
of  an  ample  patrimony  before  I  wiihed 
for  the  calm  of  domeftick  happinefs. 
Youth  is  naturally  delighted  with 
fprightlinefs  and  ardfour,  and  therefore 
I  breathed  out  the  fighs  of  my  firft  affec- 
tion 9t  the  feetof  thenL7)\^t(^^>^\x^%% 
the  vivacioui  Fttocw*    1  wavsAft^  x» 
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myfclf  a  perpetuil  fourcc  of  happinefs 
in  wit  never  exhaufted,  and  fpirit  never 
deprelTed}  looked  with  veneration  on  her 
readineft  of  expedients,  contempt  of 
diflliculty>  aiTurance  of  addrefs,  and 
promprttude  of  i^Iy;  coniidered  her  as 
exempt  by  fome  prerogative  of  nature 
from  the  weaknels  and  timidity  of  fe- 
male minds;  and  congratulatea  myfelf 
upon  a  companion  (uperior  to  all  com- 
i9on  troubles  and  embarraflments.  I  was, 
indeed,  fiymevirhat  difturbed  by  the  un- 
fhaken  perieverance  with  which  (he  en- 
forced her  demands  of  an  unreafonable 
iettlement;  yet  I  (hould  have  confented 
to  pafs  my  life  in  union  with  her,  had 
not  my  curiofity  led  me  to  a  crowd  ga- 
thered in  the  ftreet,  where  I  found  Fe- 
rocula,  in  the  prefence  of  hundreds,  dif- 
puting  for  (ix-pence  with  a  chairman. 
I  faw  her  in  fo  little  need  of  afliftance, 
that  it  was  no  breach  of  the  laws  of 
chivalry  to  forbear  interpofition,  and  I 
fpared  myfelf  the  fhame  of  owning  her 
acquaintance.  I  forgot  fome  point  of  ce- 
remony at  our  next  interview,  and  foon 
provoked  her  to  forbid  me  her  prefence. 
My  next  attempt  was  upon  a  lady  of 
great  eminence  ftr  learning  and  philofo* 
phy.  I  had  frequently  obterved  the  bar- 
rainefs  and  uniformity  of  connubial 
conver&tion,  sOid  therefoK  thought 
highly  of  my  own  prudence  and  difcem- 
Aent,  when  I  felecled  from  a  multitude 
€>f  wealdiy  beauties,  the  deep -read  Mi- 
fothea,  wno  declared  herfelf  the  inex- 
orable enemy  of  ignorant  pertnefs,  and 
puerile  levit)-;  andfcarcely  condefcended 
to  make  tea,  but  for  the  linguift,  the  geo- 
metrician, the  aflronomer,  or  the  poet. 
The  queen  of  the  Amazons  was  only  to 
be  gamed  by  the  hero  who  could  con- 
quer her  in  (ingle  combat;  and  Mifo- 
tnea's  heart  was  only  to  blefs  the  fcho- 
lar  who  could  overpower  her  by  difpu- 
tation.  Amidft  thefondeft  tranfports 
of  courdhip  (he  could  call  for  a  defini- 
tion of  terms,  and  treated  every  argu- 
ment with  contempt  that  could  not  be 
reduced  to  regular  lyDogifm.  Vou  may 
eaiily  imagine,  that  I  wi(hed  this  court- 
fliip  at  an  end;  but  when  I  dedred  her  to 
fiiorten  my  tormentSy  9nd  fix  the  day 
of  my  felicity,  we  were  Itfd  into  a  long 
converfation,  in  which  Mifothea  endea- 
voured to  deraonfhate  the  folly  of  attri- 
liutmg  choice  and  fdf-dix%Aion  to  any 
hvman  being.  It  was  not  difficult  to 
^t^toftttbcasokger  of  committing  my- 


felf for  ever  to  the  arms  of  one  wbd 
might  at  any  time  miftake  the  difUtes 
of  pafHon,  or  the  caUs  of  appetite,  for 
the  decree  of  fate;  or  confider  cuckoldoin 
as  neceflary  to  the  general  fyfkem,  as 
a  link  in  the  everia£n|g  chain  of  (hc- 
ceflive  caufes .  I  therefore  told  her,  that 
deftiny  had  ordained  us  to  part,  aad 
that  nothing  (hould  have  torn  me  from 
her  but  the  talons  of  neceflity. 

I  then  folicited  the  regarxi  of  the  calm, 
the  prudent,   die  economical  Sophro- 
nia,  a  lady  who  confidered  wit  as  dan- 
gerous,  and  learning  as  fuperfluous,  and 
niought  that  the  woman  who  kept  her 
houfe  clean,  and  her  accounts  exaii, 
took  receipts  for  every  payment,  and 
could  find  them  at  a  nidoen  call,  en- 
quired nicely  after  the  condition  of  the 
tenants,  read  the  price  of  (locks  once  1 
week,  and  purchajfed  every  thing  at  the 
bed  market,  could  want  no  accomplifli- 
ments  necefTary  to  the  happinefs  ot'  a 
wife  man .    She  difcourfed  with  great  fo- 
Icmnity  on  the  care  and  vigilance  which 
the  fuperintendence  of  a  family  de- 
mands; obferved  how  many  were  min- 
ed by  confidence  in  fervants;  and  told  me 
that  (he  never  expe£led  honefty  but  from 
a  ftrong  cheft,  and  that  the  bc(t  ttoR- 
keeper  was  the  mi(lrefs*s  eve.    Many 
fuch  oracles  of  generoflty  /he  uttered, 
and  made  every  day  new  improvements 
in  her  fchemes  for  the  relation  of  ber 
Servants,   and  the  diftri button  of  her 
time.     I  was  convinced,  that  whatever 
I  might  fuf&r  from  Sophronia,  I  (hould 
efcape  poverty;  and  we  therefore  pro- 
ceeded to  adjuft    the  fettlemcnts  zc- 
cording  to  her  o^-n  rulctjair  OMd/qftfy. 
But  one  momining  her  maid  oune  u> 
me  in  tears  to  intreat  my  interefl  for  a 
reconciliation  to  her  miluefs,  who  had 
turned  her  out  at  night  for  breaking  fix 
teeth  in  a  tortoife-fhell  comb:  (he  had 
attended  her  lady  from  a  dtffamt  pro- 
vince, and  having  not  lived  long  enough 
to  fave  much  money,  was  deftitute  a* 
monz  (Inuigers,  and  thou^^  of  a  good 
family,  in  dan^  of  perifhinff  in  tfai 
fireeu,  or  of  being  compelled  bi^iini- 
ger  to  proftitution.    I  made  no  IcrSfk 
of  oromifin^  to  refbre  ben  but  upon  m]f 
fird  application  to  Sophroniap  wasBft- 
fwered  vnik  an  air  which  called  ibr  ip* 
probation,  that  if  flic  nqdiAedibBrcwB 
affairs,  I  might  fttfpea  ber  «f  mMt' 
iog  mine;  that  the  oomb  ftood4ieria 
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;  her  twice}  and  tihat  indeed  ihe 
the  firft  opportunity  of  oartiVig 
Phillida,  hecaufe,  though  Ihe  was 
i,  her  conftitution  was  bad,  and  (he 
;ht  her  verv  likely  to  fall  fick.  Of 
amference  I  need  not  tell  you  the  ef- 
it  furely  may  be  forgiven  me,  if 
is  occahon  I  forgot  the  decency  of 
aon  fornu, 

om  two  more  ladies  I  was  difen- 
1  bv  finding,  that  they  entertained 
irals  at  the  fame  time,  and  deter- 
1  their  choice  by  the  liberality  of 
'ettlerocnts.  Another  I  thought 
f  juftified  in  far(aking,  becaufe  ihe 
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pave  isy  attorney  a  bribe  to  favour  her 
m  the  bargain;  another  becaule  I  could 
never  foften  her  to  tendemefs,  till  Kbe 
heard  that  moft  of  my  family  had  died 
young;  and  another,  because,  to  ineitafc 
her  fortune  by  expe£iatioDe,  ihe  repre- 
fented  her  Miar  as  languiihing  and  coa- 
fumptive. 

J  fhall  in  another  letter  give  the  re- 
maining part  of  my  hiftory  of  courtihtp. 
I  prefume  that  I  ihould  hitherto  have 
injured  the  majefty  of  female  virtue^  had 
I  not  hoped  to  transfer  my  affeftion  to 
higher  merit.        I  am>  &c. 

Hymsnavi. 


N?  CXIV.    SATURDAY,  APRIL  20,  1751. 


•AUDI, 


HULLA  VNQJffAM  DX  MOKTS  lOMlNIt  CVNCTATIO  lOMGA  SfT. 

WHEN  A  MAK*S  LIFK  IS  IN  DXBATX, 

THS  JUDtfX  CAN  MK*Xft  TOO  LONG  DXlIBXtATK« 

Pkydxn* 


I  WE  R  and  funerioritv  are  &>  flat- 
xring  and  delightful,  mat,  fraught 
emptadon  andexpofed  to  danger  as 
uc,  fcarcely  any  virtue  is  Co  cau- 
,  or  any  prudence  fo  timorous,  as 
dine  tnem.  Even  thofe  that  have 
reverence  for  the  laws  of  right,  are 
xl  with  ihewing  that  not  fear,  but 
e,  reflates  their  behaviour;  and 
1  bethought  to  comply,  rather  than 
We  \ffrt  to  overlook  the  boun- 
I  which  we  do  not  wiih  to  oafs ; 
as  the  Roman  fatiriil  remaiKs— 
that  haslM  defign  to  take  the  life 
another,  is  yet  glad  to  have  it  in 
hands/ 

Mn  the  fame  principle,  tending  yet 
to  degeneracy  and  corruption,  pro- 
the  oefire  ot  inveiling  lawful  au- 
y  with  tenor,  and  governing  bj 
rather  than  perfuafion.  Pride  is 
liing  to  believe  the  neceility  of  af- 
ig  any  other  reafon  than  her  own 
and  would  rather  maintain  the 
equitable  claims  by  violence  and 
tict»  than  defcend  from  the  dig- 
li  cominand  to  diipute  and  exp^- 

najTf  I  think,  be  fufpeaed^,  that 
polilKal  arrogance  has  fometimes 
I  it*i  way  into l^ilative  aifemblxes, 
niQgJM  iinth  deliberations  upon 
tgfMud  Sit,   A  (UghtpenM  of 


die  laws  bv  which  the  meafures  of  vm« 
di5live  and  coercive  juftice  are  eftablifh* 
ed,  will  difcover  fo  many  difproportiods 
between  crimes  and  pimiihments,  fuc)i 
capricious  diftinflions  of  guilt,  andfuch 
confiiiion  of  remiilheis  and  fcverity^  as 
can  fcarcely  be  believed  to  have  heeh 
produced  by  publick  wiidom,  iincerely 
and  calmly  itudious  of  publick  happf* 
nefs. 

The  learned,  the  Judicious,  the 
pious  Boerhaave,  relates,  that  he  ne- 
ver (aw  a  criminal  dragged  to  execution 
without  aiking  himieli^  '  Who  knows 

*  whether  this  man  is  not  lefs  culpable 

*  than  me?*  On  the  days  when  the  pri- 
fons  of  this  city  ai-e  emptied  into  the 
grave,  let  every  fpeflator  of  the  dread- 
nil  proceiHon  put  the  fame  queflion  to 
his  own  heart.  Few  amon^  thole  that 
crowd  in  thoufands  to  the  l^al  mafGncre, 
and  look  with  careldlhefs,  perhaps  with 
triumph,  onthe  utmoftexacerbauonsof 
human  mifcry,  would  then  be  able  to 
return  without  horror  and  dde£lion. 
For  who  can  congratulate  himfelf  up- 
on a  life  pafled  without  fome  a^  more 
mifchievous  to  the  peace  or  proiperity 
of  others,  than  the  theft  of  a  piece  cnF 
money?. 

It  has  been  always  the  nraf^ice,  when 
any  pardcular  Ci^vn  o\  t^^^dct}  ^- 
€9016%  pcevaltni  1^  c<nnscDsy&»  ^  t»r 
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deavour  it*s  Aijppreflion  by  capital  de- 
nunciations.  Thus,  one  generation  of 
malefaflors  is  commonly  cut  off,  and 
their  fucceflbrs  are  frighted  into  new  ex- 
pedients; the  art  of  thievery  is  aug- 
mented with  greater  variety  of  fraud, 
and  fubtilized  to  higher  degrees  of  dex- 
terity, and  more  occult  methods  of  con- 
veyance. The  law  then  renews  the  pur- 
fuit  in  the  heat  of  anger,  and  overtakes 
the  offender  again  with  death.  By  this 
praflicc,  capital  infliftions  are  multi- 
plied, and  crimes  very  different  in  their 
degrees  of  enormity,  arc  equally  fub- 
jeftcd  to  the  fevcrcft  pur.iihmcnt  that 
man  has  the  power  of  excrcifmg  upon 
man. 

The  lawgiver  is  undoubtedly  allow- 
ed to  cftimatc  the  malignity  of  an  of- 
fence, not  merely  by  the  I06  or  pain 
which  fingle  afls  may  produce,  but  by 
the  general  alarm  ana  anxiety  arifing 
from  the  fear  of  mifrhief,  and  insecu- 
rity of  poflt'fTion:  he  tliereforc  exercifcs 
the  right  which  focietics  are  fuppofed  to 
haw  over  the  lives  of  thofc  that  compofc 
them,  not  fimply  to  punifh  a  tranfgrcf- 
iion,  but  to  maintain  order,  and  pre- 
fcrve  quiet  J  he  enforces  thofc  laws  with 
feverity  that  arc  moft  in  danger  of  viola- 
tion, as  the  commander  ot  a  garrifon 
doubles  the  piard  on  that  fide  which  is 
threatened  with  the  enemy. 

This  method  has  been  long  tried,  but 
trietl  with  fo  little  fuccefs,  that  rapine 
and  violence  are  hourly  increafing:  yet 
few  ftem  willing  to  def\>air  of  it's  effi- 
cacy; and  of  thofe  who  employ  their 
f|K;cu]ations  upon  the  prefcnt  corrup- 
tion of  the  people,  fome  propofe  the  in- 
troduflion  of  more  horrid,  lingering, 
and  terrifick  punifhments;  fome  arc  in- 
ch'ned  to  accelerate  tlie  executions;  fome 
to  difcounigc  pardons;  and  all  feem  to 
think  that  lenity  has  given  confidence 
to  wicked  nefs,  and  that  we  can  only  be 
rcfcued  from  the  talons  of  robber)-  by 
inflexible  rigour,  and  fanguinary  juftice. 

Vet  flnce  the  right  of  fetting  an  un- 
certain and  arbitrary  value  upon  life  has 
been  diiputed,  and  fince  experience  of 
pad  times  gives  us  little  reaion  to  hope 
that  any  retbrmation  will  be  effefled  by 
a  periodical  havock  of  our  fellow-beings, 
perhaps  it  will  not  be  ufelcfs  to  confiaer 
what  confeauencts  might  ariib  from  re- 
laxations ot  the  law,  and  a  more  ra- 
tional and  eqnitablc  adaption  of  penAl- 
6ts  to  offences. 
J>c^  is,  as  one  of  the  ancksti  gb* 


ferves  ,to  t5v  ^UfSh  ^^MraiiT^^J 
ful  things  tki  moft  dreadful-,  an  ci 
yond  which  nothing  can  be  thn 
oy  fublunary  power,  or  feared  fn 
man  enmity  or  vengeance.  Th: 
ror  fhould,  therefore,  berefcnrec 
laft  refort  of  authority,  as  the  ffc 
and  mofl  operative  of  prohibitory 
tions,  and  placed  before  the  trea 
life,  to  guard  from  invafion  wh; 
not  be  reftored.  To  equal  robbei 
murder  is  to  reduce  murder  to  re 
to  confound  in  common  minds  tl 
dations  of  iniquity,  and  incite  th* 
miffion  of  a  greater  crime  to  prev 
deleft  ion  of  a  lef?.  If  only  1 
were  puniftied  with  (<eath,  very  fe 
bers  would  (lain  their  hands  in 
but  when,  by  the  laft  a£l  of  cfu 
new  danger  is  incurred,  and 
feeurity  may  be  obtained,  upoj 
principle  fhall  we  bid  them  forlx 

It  may  be  ur^jed,  th:it  the  fen* 
often  mitii^ated  to  fimpie  robber 
furcly  this  is  to  confcfs  that  our  1: 
unreafonable  in  our  own  opinion 
indeed,  it  may  be  obl'erved,  that 
murderers  have,  at  their  laft  ho 
common  fenfations  of  mankind  pi 
in  their  favour. 

From  this  convi£lion  of  the  inc 
of  the  punifhment  to  the  offence 
ccedi  the  frequent  folicitation  < 
dons.  They  who  would  rejoict 
corre^ion  of  a  thief,  are  yet  (ho 
the  thought  of  dcftroying  him. 
crime  (brinks  to  nothing,  compar 
his  mifer)-;  and  feverity  defeats  i 
exciting  pity. 

The  gibbet,  indeed,  ccrtainl 
ables  thofc  who  die  upon  it  from 
ing  the  community;  but  their 
fccms  not  to  contribute  more  to 
formation  of  their  affociates,  th 
other  method  of  fcparation.  1 
feldom  paffes  much  of  his  time 
collection  or  anticipation,  but  fro 
bery  haftens  to  riot,  and  from 
robbery;  nor,  when  the  grave  clo 
on  his  companion,  has  any  othi 
than  to  fincl  another. 

The  frequency  of  capital  j 
ments,  therdfore,  rarely  hinders  th 
miffion  of  a  crime,  but  natural] 
commonly  prevents  it*t  detcfUa 
is,  if  we  proceed  only  upon  pru 
principles^  chiefly  m  that  roilb: 
avoid^.  Whatever  may  be  ur 
caAiifts  or  polidcianf,  dx  grean 
sR  TOMtoA^  «»  thef  cpn  nem 
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pick  ^  pocket  and  to  pierce  the 
i  equally  criminal,  will  fcarcely 
diat  two  malefaflors  fo  different 
t  can  be  juftly  doomed  to  the  fame 
mcnt:  nor  is  the  neceiTity  of  fub- 
r  the  conscience  to  human  laws  fo 
evinced,  fo  clearly  ilated,  or  fo 
lly  allowed,  but  that  the  pious, 
ader,  and  the  jnft,  will  always 
;  to  concur  with  the  community 
ift  which  their  private  judgment 
approve. 

!vho  knows  not  how  often  rigor- 
ws  produce  total  impunity,  and 
any  crimes  are  concealed  and  for- 
for  fear  of  hurrying  the  offender 
rfate  in  which  there  is  no  repent- 
as  converfed  very  little  with  man- 
And  whatever  epithets  of  re- 
or  contempt  this  compaflion  may 
romthofewho  confound  cruelty 
mnefs,  I  know  not  whether  any 
an  would  wi(h  it  lefs  powerful,  or 
cnfive. 

lofe  whom  the'wifdom  of  our 
as  condemned  to  die,  had  been 
J  in  their  rudiments  of  robbery, 
light,  by  proper  difcipline  and 
labour,  have  been  difentangled 
their  habits,  they  might  have 
all  the  temptations  to  fubiequent 
and  pafled  their  days  in  repara- 
d  penitence;  and  detefled  they 
i|l  have  been,  had  the  profecu- 
m  certain  that  their  lives  would 
«n  fpared.  I  believe,  every  thief 
nfefs,  that  he  has  been  more  than 
sized  and  difmiiretl;  and  that  he 
naetimes  ventured  upon  capital 


crimes,  becm(e  he  knew  that  thofe 
whom  he  injured  would  rather  connive 
at  his  efcapc,  than*  cloud  their  minds 
with  the  horrors  of  his  death. 

All  laws  againll  wickednefs  are  ia«> 
efFcflual,  unlefs  fome  will  inform,-and 
fome  will  profecutCj  but  till  we  mitigate 
the  penalties  for  mere  violations  of  pro- 
perty, information  will  always  be  hated» 
and  profecution  dreaded.  The  heart  of 
a  good  man  cannot  but  recoil  at  the 
thought  of  punifhing  a  flieht  injury 
with  death;  efpecially  when  he  remem- 
bers, that  the  thief  might  have  procured 
fafety  by  another  crime,  from  which  he 
was  reftrained  only  by  his  remaining 
virtue. 

The  obligatio;i8  to  aflift  the  exercife 
of  publick  iuf^ice  are  indeed  ftrongj 
but  they  will  certahily  be  overpoweied 
by  tendemefs  for  life.  What  is  puniflir 
cd  with  feverity  contrary  to  our  ideas  ciP 
adequate  retribution,  will  be  feldom 
difcovered;  and  multitudes  will  be  Cof- 
fered to  advance  from  crime  to  crime, 
till  they  xieferve  death,  becaufe^  if  ther 
had  been  fooner  profecuted,  they  wooH 
havefuffei-ed  death  before  they  deferred  it. 

This  fcherae  of  invigorating  the  law^ 
by  relaxation,  and  extirpating  wicked* 
nefs  by  lenity,  is  fo  remote  from  com* 
mon  praftice,  that  I  might  reaibnabl^ 
fear  to  expofe  it  to  the  publick,  could  It 
be  fnpported  only  by  my  own  obftrvm- 
tions:  I  fhall,  therefore,  by  afcribingit 
to  it's  author,  Sir  Thomas  More,  en* 
deavour  to  procure  it  that  attention 
which  I  wifh  always  paid  to  prudence^ 
to  juftice^  and  to  mercy. 


N?CXV.    TUESDAY,  APRIL  23,  1751. 
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SOME  FAULTS,    THO*  SMALL9  INTOLIK ABLX  CMOW. 


TO  TUB  RAMBLER. 

iownf  in  purfuance  of  my  lateea- 
cment,  to  recount  tlie  remaining 
die  adventures  Htnt  befei  me  in 
ig  ({Heft  of  conjugal  felicity, 
Ooogh  I  have  not  yet  been  lb 
M  to  obtain  it,  I  have  at  leail  en- 
red  tt>  dcferve  by  unwearied  dih'- 
without  iiUfy'iB^  /xhmd  in^peitod 


Darnxic. 


difappointments  any  abatement  of  mf 
hope,  or  repreflion  of  my  aflirity. 

You  muft  have  obferved  in  tlie  world 
a  fpecies  of  mortals  wbo  employ  them- 
ielves  in  promocing  metrimoay,  lad* 
without  any  vififale  motive  of  iaiafdt  or 
vanitjy  witboot  any  difeoverable  im- 
puUe  q£  ma£ceor  benevalcBce,  witlioiit 
any  rodbn,  bat  €bal  ^fl^^raDH  cMy^s^ 
of  moAmmi^afyiduM  cwusStioM^ 
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are  inceflfantly  bu|y'  In  procuring  wives 
and  hulbandi.  They  fill  the  ears  of 
every  Angle  man  and  woman  with  fomc 
convenient  match,  and  when  they  are 
informed  of  your  age  and  fortune,  offer 
a  partner  of  life  with  the  fame  reiulinels , 
ai>d  the  fame  iniiiffcrcncc,  as  a  filefman, 
when  he  has  taken  meafure  by  his  eye^ 
£ts  his  cuftomer  with  a  coat. 

It  might  be  cxpefted  that  they  fhould 
loon  be  difcouraged  from  this  ofHclous 
interpofition  by  refentment  or  contempt; 
and  that  every  man  fliould  determmc 
the  choice  on  which  fo  much  of  his  hap- 
pincfs  muft  depend,  by  his  own  judg- 
ment and  obfervation:  yet  it  happens, 
that  as  thele  propoiUls  arc  generally 
made  with  a  fhew  of  klndnefs,  the}'  fd- 
ci<^Q  provoke  anger,  but  arc  at  word 
beard  with  patience,  and  forgotten. 
They  influence  weak  minds  to  aupro- 
bationj  for  many  are  fure  to  find  in  a 
new  acquaintance  whatever  qualities 
report  has  taught  them  to  expedl;  an<l 
in  more  powerful  and  acliveunderftand- 
ings  they  excite  curiofity,  and  fomc- 
timcs,  by  a  lucky  chance,  bring  pcrfons 
of  (imilar  tempers  witliin  the  atira^lion 
of  each  other. 

I  was  known  to  pofTefs  a  fortune,  and 
to  want  a  wife;  and  therefore  was  fre- 
cniently  attended  by  thefe  h^'meneal  fo- 
licitors,  with  whole  importunity  I  was 
£>metimes  diverted,  and  fomctimcs  per- 
plexed; for  they  contended  for  me  as 
vultures  for  a  carcafe;  each  emploving 
idl  his  eloquence,  and  all  his  artiiices, 
tD  enforce  and  promote  his  own  fchemc, 
from  the  fuccefs  of  which  he  was  to 
receive  no  other  advantage  than  thcplea- 
fure  of  defeating  others  equally  eager, 
and  equally  induftriot^s. 

An  invitation  to  fup  with  one  of  thofe 
bufy  friends,  made  me  by  a  concerted 
chance  acquainted  with  Camilla,  by 
whom  it  was  expe^ed  that  I  ihould  be 
fuddenly  and  irrcfiftibly  enflaved.  The 
lady,  whom  the  fame  kindnefs  had 
brought  without  her  own  concurrence 
into  the  liils  of  love,  feemed  to  think 
me  atleaft  worthy  of  the  honour  of  cap- 
tivity s  and  exerted  the  power,  both  of 
her  eyes  and  wit,  with  fo  much  art  and 
fnirit^  that  though  I  had  been  too  often 
deceived  by  appearances  to  devote  myfelf 
irrevocably  at  the  firil  interview,  yet  I 
couki  not  fopprefs  feme  raptures  of  ad- 
miration, and  flutters  of  defire.  I  was 
ea/rif  perfuidcd  to  make  nearer  ap'- 
ftoaioKSi  bit  ibon  dircovtted>  that  vk 


union  with  Camilla  was  net  much  to  be  ' 
wiOied.  Camilla  profeOed  a  boimdldl  f' 
contempt  for  the  folly,  levity,  ignorance, 
and  impertinence  of^  her  own  fex;  and 
very  frequently  expreflTed  her  wonder 
that  men  of  leaniing  or  experience  could 
fubmit  to  trifle  away  life  with  being?  in* 
capable  of  folid  thought.  In  mixed  com- 
panies, fhc  always  afTociatcd  with  the 
men,  and  declared  her  fatisfacllon  whfo 
the  ladies  retired.  If  any  (hoit  cxcur- 
fion  into  the  country  was  piopofcd,  ihe 
commonly  infilled  upon  the  exclufion  of 
women  from  the  party;  becaufe,  wheie 
they  were  admitted,  the  time  was  walled 
in  frothy  compliment!),  weak  indul- 
gences, and  idle  ceremonies.  To  (hew 
the  greatnefs  of  her  mind,  (he  avoided 
all  compliance  with  the  fafhion;  and  ta 
boafl  the  profundity  of  her  knowledge, 
miilook  the  various  textures  of  fdk,  con- 
founded tabbies  with  damafks,  and  fent 
for  ribbands  by  wrong  names.  Shede- 
Ipifed  the  commerce  of  ftated  vifits,  a 
farce  of  empty  form  without  inftruftion; 
and  congratulated  herfelf,  that  (he  never 
learned  to  wri  te  meflage-cards.  She  of- 
ten applauded  the  noble  fentiment  of 
Plato,  who  rejoiced  that  he  was  bom  a 
man  rather  than  a  woman;  proclaimed 
her  approbation  of  Swift*s  opinion,  that 
women  are  only  a  higher  fpecies  of 
monkies;  and  confcfled,  that  when  (he 
roniidercd  the  behaviour,  or  heard  the 
converfation,  of  her  fex,  (he  could  not 
but  forgive  the  Turks  for  fufpe^g 
them  to  want  fouls. 

It  was  the  joy  and  pride  of  Camilla 
to  have  provoked,  by  this  infolence,  all 
the  rage  of  hatred,  and  all  the  perie-  ^ 
cutions  of  calumny;  nor  was  *fhe  ever 
more  elevated  with  her  own  fuperiority, 
than  when  fhe  talked  of  female  anger  and 
female  cunning.  Well,  favs  fhe,  has 
nature  provided  that  fuch  virulence 
fhould  be  difabled  by  folly,  and  fuck 
cruelty  be  relbained  by  impotence. 

Camilla  doubtlefs  expeAM,  thatwhit 
fhe  lofl  on  one  fide,  fhe  fhould  gaun  on 
the  other;  and  imagined  that  eveiy  mile 
heart  would  be  open  to  a  lady  who 
made  fuch  ^nerous  advances  to  mebor- 
dersof  virUity.  But  man,  ungratdill 
man,  inftead  of  fpringine  forward  to 
meet  her,  fhrunk  oack  at  ner  appraidi. 
She  was  perfecuted  by  the  ladies  as  a 
deferter,  andat  befl  received  by  the  mca 
only  as  a  fugitive.  I,  for  my  pai^ 
amufed  myfetta  while  widl'berfop- 
^ent«^^>ix  LXM^ac)  Swa»  ^ye^.  nw.^  u> 
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iy  for  nothing  out  of  the  com- 
r  of  nature  can  be  long  borne. 
mcUnation  to  a  wife  who  had 
Klnefs  of  a  man  without  his 
d  the   ignorance  of  a  woman 
icr  foftncfs;  nor  could  I  think 
and  honour  to  be  entruftcd  to 
acious  virtue  as  was  hourly 
danger*  and  foli citing  aflault, 
ictmiftrefs  was  Nitella,  a  lady 
:  niien,  and  foft  voice,  always 
to  approve,  and  ready  to  re- 
ef^lon  from  thofe  with  whom 
id  brought  her  into  company. 
ia  I  promifed  myfelf  an  eafy 
»ith  whom  I  might  loiter  away 
without  difturbance  or  altcrca- 
therefore  foon  rcfolved  to  ad- 
*,  but  was  difcouraged   from 
ngmycourtfliip  by  obfcrviiie, 
apartments  were  fuperftitiouify 
and  that,  unlefs  (he  had  notice 
ifit,  (he  was  never  to  be  feen. 
I  a  kind  of  anxious  cleanlincfs 
lave  always  noted  as  the  cliarac- 
of  a  flattemj  it  is  the  fupcr- 
iipulority  of  guilt,  dreadine  dif- 
od  fiiunningfufpicion;  it  is  the 
of  an  elfoit  againft  habit,  which 
pelled  by  external  motives,  can- 
al the  middle  point. 
1  was  always  tricked  out  rather 
:cty  than  elegance;  and  fcldom 
rbear  to  difcover,  by  her  uncafi- 
conftraint,  that  her  attention 
dened,  and  her  imagination  en- 
1  therefore  concluded,  tha!  be- 
f  occafionally  and   ambition  fly 
fhe  was  not  familiarized  to  her 
laments.     There  are  fo  many 
tors  for  the  fame  of  deanlinefs, 
is  not  hard  to  gain  Infonnation 
that  fail,  from  thofe  that  de- 
txcel:    I  quickly   found,   that 
pafled  her  time  between  finery 
;  and  was  always  in  a  wrapper, 
>,  and  (Ifppers,  when  (he  was 
>rated  for  immediate  (hew. 
then  led  by  my  evil  dcftiny  to 
lis*   who  never   negle6led    an 
uity  of  feizing  a  new  orey  when 
wifhin  her  reach.    I  thought 
[mckly  made  happy  bypermif- 
tttend  her  to  public  places;  and 
mj  own  vanitr  with  imagining 
r  wlncli  I  fliould  jaift  in  athou- 
irHI*  hj  mppetriii^  at  the  ac« 
^ed  favoante  of  Chaiybdis. 
B  after  hinted  her  intention  to 
noAk  far  m  ftatnight  into  a 
he  kingdom  wbii;h  Ac  b^d  ne- 


ver feen.  I  folicited  the  hapjHnefs  of 
accompanying  her,  which,  after  a  (hort 
relu6lance,  was  indulged  me.  She  had 
no  other  curiofit}'  in  her  journey,  than 
after  all  poflible  means  of  expence;  and 
was  every  moment  taking  occasion  to 
mention  fome  delicacy,  which  I  knew 
it  my  duty  upon  fucn  notices  to  pro« 
cure. 

After  our  return,  being  now  more 
familiar,  fhe  told  me,  whenever  we  met^ 
of  fome  new  diverfion;  at  night  (he  had 
notice  of  a  charming  company  that  would 
breakt'all  in  the  gardens;  and  m  the  morn- 
ing had  been  informed  of  fome  new  fong 
in  the  opera,  fome  new  drefs  at  the  play- 
houfe,  or  fome  performer  at  a  concert 
whom  (he  longed  to  hear.  Her  intelli- 
gence was  fuch,  that  there  never  was  w 
mew  to  which  (he  did  not  fununon  me 
on  the  fecond  dav;  and  as  (he  hated  a 
crowd,  and  could  not  go  alone,  I  wm 
obliged  to  attend  at  fome  intermediate 
hour,  and  pay  the  price  of  a  whole  com- 
pany. When  we  palfed  the  ftreets,  (he 
was  often  charmed  with  fome  trinket  in 
thetov-lhops;  and  from  moderate  defirea 
of  fcals  and  fnufF-  boxes,  rofe,  by  degrees* 
to  gold  and  diamonds.  I  nqw  began  to 
find  the  fmile  of  Charybdis  too  colUy  for 
a  private  purfe,  and  added  one  more  to 
fix  and  forty  lovei*s,  who(e  fortune  and 
patience  her  rapacity  had  exhaulled. 

Impciia  then  took  poflefCon  of  ray 
alFe6lions;  but  kept  tnem  only  for  a 
(liort  time.  She  had  newiv  inKerited  a 
large  fortune,  and  having  fpcnt  the  ear- 
ly part  of  iier  life  in  the  penifal  of  ro- 
mances, brought  with  her  into  tlie  gay 
world  all  the  pride  of  Cleopatra;  ex- 
pelled nothing  iefs  than  vows,  altars^ 
and  facrifices;  and  thought  her  charma 
difhonoured,  and  her  power  infringed^ 
by  the  fofteft  oppofition  to  her  (enti- 
ments,  or  the  (mallcft  tranfgredion  of 
her  commands.  Time  might  indeed 
cure  this  fpecies  of  pride  in  a  mind  not 
naturally  undifcemin^,  and  vitiated  on- 
ly by  falfe  reprefentations  $  but  the  ope« 
rations  of  time  are  How;  and  I  therenwa 
lefl  her  to  grow  wife  at  leifoie*  or  to 
continue  in  error  at  her  own  ezpence* 

Tlius  I  have  hitherto,  in  (ptte  of  my* 
felf,  pa£td  my  life  in  froaen  celibacy* 
My  triends,  indeed,  often  tdl  me»  tM 
I  flatter  my  imagination  with  biffyet 
hopes  than  npman  nature  can  gtatifyi 
that  I  drefs  up  aa  vdoi  c^&arcscx  tBkifl^ 
the  ractiance  o£  nct^eiEVMA^  ^tA^^ue&CMp 
ter  the  world  to  YooWfox  \\Mtte«  «««2 
lcnccin«oTpotcai\)«.>3kt^*   ^'^^**^ 
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Mr.  Rambler,  it  is  not  madncfs  to  hope  the  highcft  hipplncfs  decreed  to  onrjw. 

for  feme  tcrrcftriul  lady  unftained  with  lent  ftatcj  and  if  after  all  thefc  nrikir* 

the  fpoti  which  I  have  Wn  dcJcribinp:;  riagcs  I  find  a  woman  that  fills  up  my 

atlealHamrcIbrvedtopurrucmyfcarch;  ^xpc6\alion,  you  ftiall  hear  once  moiv 

for  I  am  fo  fur  from  thinking  meanly  of  from>        Vours,  &c. 
maniage,  that  1  believe  it  able  to  aftord  HYMEKJEV9* 


N^  CXVI.     SATURDAY,    APRIL  27,    xysi. 

OTTAT  EPHIPl'TA   B-»*  *,    flGIR  OPTAT  AKARE  CABALLVS- 

Hot. 

THCS   THF   M.OW   nx   W.TUI.O  CAVPY   THAPTINGS  CLAIMJ 
THE  SIHIGHTLV   lICRkt  WOULD   PLOUGH 

Francts. 


TO  THE  RAMBLER* 

I  Was  the  lerond  Ton  of  a  coimtry 
gentleman  by  the  daughter  of  a 
wealthy  citizen  ot  London.  My  father 
having  by  his  marriage  freed  the  cllale 
from  a  hca^'j'  mortgage,  and  paid  his 
Hihri  their  portionf,  thought  himiclf 
dilchargftl  from  all  obligation  to  further 
thought,  and  entitled  to  fpend  the  reft 
of  his  life  in  nnal  plcalincs.  He  there- 
fore fpared  nothing  that  might  contri- 
bute to  the  completion  of  his  felicity;  he 
procured  the  beft  guns  and  horfes  that 
tlie  kingdom  could  fupply,  paid  large 
£danes  to  his  groom  and  huntfman,  and 
became  the  i.-n\T  of  the  countiy  for  the 
difcipline  of  his  houn<ls.  But  above  all 
his  other  attainments,  he  was  eminent 
for  a  breed  of  pointers  and  fetting-dogs, 
which  by  long  and  vigilant  cultivation 
he  had  fo  much  improved,  that  not  a 
partridge  or  heathcock  could  reft  in  fc- 
curity,  and  game  of  whatever  fpccies 
that  darctl  to  light  upon  his  manor,  was 
beaten  down  by  his  mot,  or  covered  with 
his  nets. 

My  elder  brother  \v2%  vcn'  early  ini- 
tiated in  the  chacc,  and  at  an  age  when 
other  boys  are  creeping  like  fnails  un- 
*willittgfj  to  J'ctool,  he  could  wind  the 
horn,  beat  the  buihes,  bound  ovirr  hedges, 
and'fwim  rivers.  When  the  huntfman 
one  day  broke  his  leg,  he  fupplitd  his 
place  with  equal  abilities,  and  came 
home  with  the  fcut  in  his  hat,  amidft  the 
declamations  of  the  whole  village.  I  be- 
ing either  delicate  or  timorous,  lefs  de- 
Crous  of  honour,  or  lefs  capable  of  fyl- 
Van  heroifm,  was  always  the  favourite 
bfvy  mother;  becaufe  I  kept  my  coat 
dean,  and  my  complexion  free  from 
ffeckJes,  and  did  not  cgme  homt  Vikt 


my  broih'ir  mired  and  tanned,  nor  carrf 
corn  in  my  hat  to  the  horfe»  nor  bring 
dirty  cur*  into  the  parlour. 

My  mother  had  not  been  taught  to 
amufe  herfelf  with  books,  and  being 
much  inclined  to  dcfpife  the  ignorance 
and  barbarity  of  the  country  ladies,  dif- 
dnined  to  learn  their  fentiments  or  con- 
vcrfation,  and  had  made  no  addition  to 
the  notions  which  ihc  had  brought  from     ' 
the  prccin6ls  of  Cornhill,     She  nvas,     * 
therefore,  alwnys  recounting  the  glories 
of  the  city;  enumerating  the  fuccrifion 
of  mayors ;  celebrating  the  magnificence 
of  the  banquets  at  Guildhall;  and  re- 
lating the  civilities  paid  her  at  the  com- 
panies fearts  by  men  of  whom  fome  are 
now  made  aldennen,  fame  have  fined  for 
(heriffs,  and  none  are  woith  lefs  thin 
forty  thoufand  pounds.    She  frequently 
difplaycd  her  father's  grreatnefs;  told  of 
the  large  bills  which  he  had  paid  at  Gght; 
of  the  fums  for  which  his  word  would 
pals  u}x>n  the  Exchange;  the  heaps  of 
gold  which  he  ufed  on  Saturday  night 
to  tofs  about  with  a  (hovel;  the  eztest 
of  his  warehoufe,  and  the  ftrength  of 
his  doors ;  and  when  fhe  relaxed  her 
imagination  with  lower  fubjc^s,  deicrib* 
etl  tlie  fui-niture  of  their  country -houTey 
or  repeated  the  wit  of  the  clerks  and 
porters. 

By  thefe  Harrati\'e8  I  was  fired  widi 
the  rpleudor  and  dignity  of  London,  and 
of  trade.  I  tKercfore  devoted  mvfelf  to 
a  fhop,  and  warmed  my  imagination 
from  year  tc>  year  with  enquiries  about 
the  privileges  of  a  frfecnaan,  the  power  of 
the  common  council,  the  dignitf  oif  t 
wholefalc  dealer,  and  the  grandeur  of 
mayoralty,  to  wUch  mv  mother  adfod 
me  that  many  had  amved  who  begn 
the  world  witii  lefs  than  myielf. 
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lich  led  to  fuclt  honour  an<i  fe- 
ut  was  tbrccJ  for  a  time  to  en- 
nc  repreflion  of  my  eagcrncfs, 
s  my  grandfather's  maxim,  that 
ng  man  fclflom  mukes  much 
,  who  is  out  of  his  time  before 
id-twcnty."'  They  thuu^.ht  it 
r,  therefore,  to  kctp  mc  at  home 
proper  age,  \%itho\it  any  other 
lent  than  tliat  of  Icarninj^  iner- 
ccounts,  and  the  art  of  regu- 
joks^  but  at  len-rth  the  tedious 
>fcd,  I  was  tranfplanted  to  town, 
h  great  fatisfaaion  to  myfelf, 
3  a  habcrdafher. 
nalfer,  who  hail  no  conception 
viitiie,  merit,  or  dignity,  but 

biing  rich,  had  all  the  good 
.  which  -naturally  arife  from  a 
id  imwcaricd  attention  to  the 
-jLnce5  his  dohre  to  gain  wealth 
well  tempered  by  the  vanity  of 

it,  that,  wirho\it  any  other  prin- 
ailion,  he  lived  in  the  elkemof 
>le  commercial  world;  and  was 
treated  with  refped  by  the  only 
lo-b  good  opinion  he  vahied  or 
.,  thole  who  were  univerl'ally  al- 
o  be  richer  than  himfelf. 
s  inftru6kions  I  learned  in  a  few 
o  handle  a  yard  with  great  dcx- 

0  wind  tape  neady  upon  the  ends 
fingers,  and  to  make  up  parcels 
aft  fn-.gality  of  paper  and  pack- 

and  foon  caught  from  my  fcl- 
■irentices  the  true  grace  of  a  r<jun- 
/,  the  carclcfs  air  with  whicli  a 
aivof  fcales  is  to  be  held  VctWwCn 
pcrs,  and  the  vi'/our  and  fpri^Ut- 
'ith  which  the  box,  after  the  lib- 
is  been  cut,  is  rciurned  into  i/s 

Having  no  defire  of  any  liiirher 
iTicnt,  and  therefore  applying  all 
wers  to  the  knowledge  of  my 

1  was  quickly  malter  of  all  that 
he  known,  became  a  critick  in 
rares,  contriTed  new  variations  of 
,  and  new  mixtures  cjf  colours, 
as  fometimes  confulted  by  the 
t  vvben  they  projc£led  faihions  foi- 
ling fpiing. 

b  all  thc(e  accomplifhmentc,  in 
uth  year  of  my  apprenticefhip,  I 
vifit  to  my  friends  in  the  coun- 
h€vt  I  exncAed  to  be  recti ved  as 
smament  of  the  family,  and  con- 
Is^  tke  neighbouring  gentlemen  as 
sr  iof  pecuniary  knowW.ge,  and 
laiSict  AA  Ai?  ofack;  of  the  mode. 
happily/  at  the  £rd  publick  tahlt 


to  which  I  was  invitei!,  appeared  a  ftu- 
dent  of  the  Temple,  and  an  ofiicerof 
the  giiards,  who  looked  upon  me  with 
a  fmile  of  contempt,  which  deftroyed.at 
once  all  my  hopes  of  diftinftion,  fo,tt>dt 
1  durrt  hardly  raife  my  eyes  for  fear  i)f 
encountering  their  fupcriorily  of  mien. 
Nor  was  my  courage  revived  by  any  op»  . 
ptirtiinitics  of  di {playing  my  knowledge; 
for  the  templar  entertainotl  ih^  company 
for  part  of  the  day  with  hillorical  nar- 
ratives and  political  o\>fcrv?itibns',  aiid 
the  colonel  afterwards  detailed  'tlie'ad- 
ventures  of  a  birth-nighr,  told  the  claiAfis 
and  expectations  of  the  coutHicrs,  and 
gave  an  arcoimt  of  afltmblies,  gardens, 
and  diverfions".     I,  indeed,  eflayed  .to 
fill  up  a  uaule  in  a  parliamcntiiry  ilitbatc 
with  a  faint  mention  of  inile,  and  Spa- 
niards 5  and  once  attempted,  with  fome 
wannrh,  to  corrcft  a  groft  millake  about 
a  fdver  breaft-knot;  but  neither  of  my 
antagonilh  iccnied  to  think  a  reply  _ne- 
ceflary;    they   refumed    their   difcpuVfe 
v.'ithout  emotion,  and  again  'engt^ficd 
the  attention  of  the  company;  nor  did 
one  of  the  la.lies  appear  dcfirous  to  know 
my  opinion  cf  her  drefs,  or  to  hear  how' 
long  the  canVfUion  fliot  with  white,  that 
was  then  new  amonj;il:  them,  had  been 
antiquated  in  town. 

As  I  knew  tliat.  ne iilicr  of  thefe  gen- 
tlemen had  nure  money  ih-m  myllif,  I 
couKihot  diicover  wb.ai had  cltpreflld  mc 
in  their  pr-if^nce;  r.or  v.liy  tlicy  were 
conlidered  by  otntrs  as  mrirc  v.uil'iy  of 
attention  and  re'*;j-/i;  and  ihcvcfoiv  rc- 
folved,  v/lun  v/c  i\M.r  j-.rv.n,  to  nvff:  :ny 
fpii't,  r.Uvl  tojcc  11  r  lr\i'  i:i;o  nc.'.ce.  I 
wciil  very  cail)  to  Lhe  n»;xt  •%rT-t  ly  inc:t- 
inu:,  and  w:k  ejit'.'ir.'.ir.liK'.  a  ln::-.:l  c.:cle 
veiy  r\icc^l..fvi!ly  vv:'":  irinut,.  r'>:j- 
f<.ntaLion  of  niv  1  •rii-i.v.'v''  li'-v, 
whtn  t^ie  Colo  ■/:  o.iU;;  L  I  rar».Lf>  ;«nd 
gav,  lai  df.vi  .fi.ii  a  kir.ii  .if  'i."-:.  .•:- 
mo'''o-i>>  ct'.  ility,  r""..l  \v:;'.v  M  .;!•,.  ".Iri-J 
to  i?i'v:'cl  a;iy.  -i::- .^.-ip^i'.n,  \rr.\  r.rr  "iii- 
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comfort  mc  fn  niy  vfxution,  by  telling 
mc,  that  perhaps  tlicfc  ftiowy  talkers 
were  hardly  able  to  pay  every  one  his 
ownj  that  he  who  has  money  in  his 
pocket  needs  not  csu'c  what  any  man  fays 
«f  him;  that,  if  I  minded  my  trade,  the 
time  will  come  when  hwyers  and  fol- 
dicrs  would  be  glad  to  bori  ow  out  of  my 
purfc}  and  that  it  is  fine,  when  a  man 
can  ftt  his  hands  to  his  fides,  and  fay  he 
is  worth  foriy  thonfand  pounds  every 
day  of  the  year.  Thcie  and  many  moi*e 
fuch  confoUtions  and  encouragement?.  I 
received  from  my  good  mother,  whirh 
however  did  not  much  allay  my  tmeafi- 
ncfsj  for  having  by  fome  accident  heard, 
that  the  country  ladies  del'piiied  her  as  a 
cit,  1  had  therefore  no  lonj^er  much  re- 
verence for  her  opinions,  but  coiifi'lercd 
her  as  one  whofe  ignonmce  :ind  prrii*- 
dice  had  hurried  me,  though  witiiout 
ill  intentions,  into  a  f^nie  of  mc-mnefs 
and  ignv>:niny,  from  which  I  tnAri  not 
find  any  pomMlity  of  riHr.};  to  ilie  rank 
which  my  ancellcrs  had  ar.vay«  held. 

I  fcturficd,  however,  to  my  mailer, 
and  buficd  myfclf  among  thread,  and 
/ilks,  and  laces,  but  without  my  former 
cheerfulnefs  and  alacrity.  I  had  now 
j!o  longer  any  felicity  in  contemplating 
the  exa£l  difpofition  of  my  p^jwdered 
curls,  the  coual  plaits  of  my  r-iffics.  or 
the  glofly  bfacknefs  of  my  fhcc:>j  ncg: 


heard  with  my  former  cle ration  thofi 
compliments  which  ladies  fometimet 
conocfcrnded  to  pay  mc  upon  my  readi* 
ncfs  ill  t>vidinf;  a  paper,  or  counting  out 
the  chan.L^e.  The  term  of  Young  Mm, 
with  which  I  was  fometimes  honoured, 
as  r  carried  a  parcel  to  the  door  of  i 
coach,  tortured  my  imaginationj  I  grew 
ncgiijrcnt  of  my  pcrfon,  and  fuUcn  in 
my  temper,  often  miilook  the  demaods 
of  the  cullomers,  treated  their  capiiccs 
and  objeaions  with  contempr,  and  re- 
ceived and  difmificd  them  with  furly 
lilcncf, 

Mv  maftcr  was  afraid  left  the  /hop 
fliould  liiffcr  by  this  change  of  my  bc- 
haviourj  and,  therefore,  after  fome  «- 
populations,  polled  me  in  thewarehouie, 
and  prL'fer\'(rd  me  from  the  danger  and 
reproach  of  defertion,  to  which  my  dif- 
content  would  certainly  have  urged  me, 
had  I  continued  any  longer  behind  tlw 
counter. 

In  the  fixth  year  of  mjr  fervitude  my 
brother  died  of  drunken  loy,  for  having 
nm  down  a  fox  that  had  bafHed  all  the 
packs  in  the  province.  I  was  now  heir, 
and  with  the  hearty  confent  of  my  ma- 
ftcr  commenced  gentleman.  The  ad- 
ventures in  which  my  new  chara6ter  en- 
gaged mc  (hall  be  communicated  in  ano« 
thcr  letter,  by.  Sir,      Yours,  &c. 

MiSOCAPELUS. 
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HOM. 

THE  COPS  THEY  CHALLENGE,    AND  AFrXCT   THE  SKIESt 
MEAVD  ON  r-LYMPt'S  TOTT'rING  0S8A  SI  ODD} 
OH  OSLA,  ?XLXON  NODS  'y/ITH  ALf.  HXI  y/OOlf. 

POF«. 


TO  THE  RAMBLER. 
•  IE, 

•^^  O  T  H I N  G  has  more  retarded  the 
JL^  8d^'a,ncement  of  learning  than  the 
aifpofition  of  vulgaj*  minds  to  ridinde 
«nd  villf^  what  theyc^not  comnreliend. 
All  induliry  mull  be  excited  by  hope; 
and  as  the  iludent  pftcn  propofcs  np 
ptlser  reward  to  himfclf  than  praifc,  be 
k  cafiiy  difco-Ji-agctl  by  coi4ttmpt  and 
infult.  He  who  brings  with  him  into 
a  clamorous  multitude  the  timidity  of 
fxrJuf^  fpcculsLtioD,  and  has  n^tr  Yax^- 


ened  his  firunt  in  publiclc  life,  or  accofw 
tonied  his  pafTions  to  the  vxciiTitudetaiid 
accidents,  the  triumphs  and  defeats  of 
mixed  ccnverfation,  will  blu(h  at  the 
ftare  of  petulant  incredulity,  suid  fnfe 
himfplf  to  be  drtyen  by  a  burll  of  laugh- 
ter from  the  fortreffes  of  demonftntiott. 
i  he  mcchanjft  will  lie  afraid  to  aflat 
before  bardy  contradiAion,  die  poflibi- 
Lty  of  iraring  down  bulwarks  widi  a 
filk-worm*a  thread  j  and  the  aihxinomer 
Qf  relating  the  rapidity  of  light,  the^- 
tancc  of  the  fixed  Itars,  aMtbe  heigbt 
%A  ^  Vaiax  nMqwitaiB<> 


THE    RAMBLER. 
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coold  by  any  effortt  have  (haken 
I  cowardice,  I  had  not  (heltemi 

under  a  borrowed  name,  nor  ap*- 
I  you  for  the  means  of  commn- 
g  to  the  publick  tlie  thtfory  of  a 
a  fubjccl  which,  except  fome 
.nd  tranfient  Ihlc^ures,  h.is  been 
9  iieg{c6lfd  by  thofe  who  were 
aaltfied  to  adorn  it,  either  for 
f  leifure  to  profecute  the  various 
ft»  in  which  a  nice  difcuflion 
}^age  them,  or  bocailfe  it  requires 
veriTity  of  knowledge,  and  fuch 
of  curiofity,  as  is  icarcely  to  be 
in  any  fmgleintellecl:  or  perhaps 
forefaw  the  tumults  which  v/ould 
d  againi^  them,  and  confined  their 
:dge  to  their  own  brealh,  and 
tned  prejudice  and  folly  to  the 
>n  of  chance, 
t  the  profeflTors  of  literature  ge- 

reUde  in  the  higheil  (lories,  has 
imemorially  obferved.  The  wif- 
'  the  ancients  was  well  acquaint-^ 
\  the  intellectual  advantages  of  an 
d  Situation:  why  elfe  were  the 

ftitioncd  on  Olympus  or  Par- 
by  thofe  who  could  with  equal 
(lave  raifcd  them  bowers  in  the 
'  Tempe,  or  ere^cd  their  altars 

the  flexures  of  Meander?  Why 
ve  himfeif  nurfed  upon  a  moun- 
>r  why  did  the  goddeffes,  when 
tc  of  beauty  was  confefted,  try 
ife  upon  the  top  of  Ida  ?  Such 
:hc  fiflions  by  which  the  great 
I  of  the  eai'lic-r  ages  endeavoured 
:lcate  to  poileriiy  the  im}x>rtance 
jarret,  which,  though  they  had 
ng  obfcured  by  the  negligence  and 
ICC  of  fuccecdmg  times,  were  well 
cd  by  the  celebrated  fymbol  of 

roraS*-**  m-MfAm    flmoirT*f>  tw    n*^af 

iiu  «« when  the  wind  blows, 
hip  it*6  echo/  This  could  not 
underftood  by  his  difciples  as  an 
blc  injunClion  to  live  in  a  garret, 
I  haVe  found  frcouently  vihted  by 
lio  and  the  wind.  Nor  was  the 
»  wholly  obliterated  in  the  age 
igufhis,  for  TibuUus  evidently 
tuiatn  himfeif  upon  his  ffarret> 
Chout  bant  allufion  to  the  Pydia* 
precept  ^ 

'wo0t  Immitts  vntot  audtre  cmhantem 
]i0S  H^frnat  aquas  clmfudcrXt  amJUr^ 
iimjSmM4Sp  imtrejuvawtifftfitU 


Howfweetin  deep  topafs  thecatelefs  hours, 
Luird  by   the  beating  winds  and    dalhing 

And  it  is  imoofuble  not  to  difcover 
the  fondncfo  ot  Lucretius,  an  earlier 
writer,  for  a  garret,  in  his  defcriptioa 
of  the  lof[y  towers  of  fcrcne  learninti^) 
and  of  the  pleafure  with  which  a  w'ua 
man  looks  down  upon  theconfufed  and 
erratick  (late  of  the  world  moving  be« 
low  him. 


SfJ  nil  dulcius  eji,  hen:  fu^m  mumta  tcrnrt 
Ed':td  do&rina  Jjpi^rtum  tcmpla  ferena\ 
Dffp'icere  unde  quca:  alizi^  fajfimqut  'v'ldere 
Errarfj  atque 'v'lam  palanti'n  quetnre  nfitst* 

— 'Tis  fwect  thy  labVing  ftcps  to  guide 
To  virtue's  height^  with  wiidom  well  fup- 

ply'd, 
^od  allthcmagaunesoriejinMng  fortify  *d: 
From  thence  to  look  below  on  human  ktnd^ 
Bewilderd  in  the  mase  of  Itie,  and  bPind. 

DlYDXM. 


\ 


The  inftitutiofl  has,  indeed,  conti- 
nued to  our  own  time;  the  garret  is  ftill 
the  ufual  receptacle  of  thephilofopher  and 
poetj  but  this,  like  many  ancient  cuf» 
toms,  is  perpetuated  only  by  an  acci- 
dental imitation,  without  knowledge  of 
the  original  reafon  for  which  it  was  efta« 
bliOied. 

Cavfa  latet\  res  eft  nettjfima. 
The  caufc  is  fecret,  but  th*  cffcft  is  known. 
Addisom. 

Conjefturcs  have.  Indeed,  been  ad- 
vanced concerning  thefc  habitations  of 
literature,  but  without  much  fatisfac- 
tion  to  the  judicious  enquirer.  Some 
have  imagined,  that  the  garret  is  ge- 
nerally chofon  by  the  wits,  as  moft  ca- 
fdjr  rented  J  and  concluded  that  no  man 
rejoices  in  his  aerial  abode,  but  on  the 
days  of  payment*  Othei*s  fufpe^,  tliat 
a  garret  is  chiefly  convenient,  as  it  is 
remoter  than  any  other  part  of  the  houfe 
from  the  outer-door;  which  is  often  ob-« 
ferved  to  be  infeftcd  by  vifitants,  who 
talk  inceffantly  of  beer,  or  linen,  or  a 
coat,  and  repeigit  the  fame  founds  every 
morning,  and  foractimcs  again  iu  ihe 
afternoon,  without  any  variation,  ex- 
cept that  they  grow  daily  more  impor- 
tunate and  clamorous,  and  raife  ihcir 
voices  in  time  from  mournful  mumiur? 
to  rajing  vociferations.    This  ctenial 
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mcv'-'.o'Vr"  J--  aiv.ays  ut;ic.'..i".c  •:»  i  iran 
\vhii»:  (.:*!.!  ^^'.♦•'.li'tirc  Ih  t'»  '.■•'.i..j.- r  h:<? 
knowLdj,/,  and  varv!;!-.  itics.  t)::ic:" 
laik  oi"  iVt.lum  IVoin  ik  iil-,  and  a:>- 
ftraction  iiom  conmon  huiMKls  or  a- 
wiufiMTivnt.;  and  Ibmc  y:-?  :ny:c  vil'fnr..- 
1^-,  ttll  li.^  i\\M  :he  i*.ic-.:l'.i".s  :ii\.-  ■  nl  ;i-ged 
by  «>jK."n  prfJip-j^Tts,  ?.nd  th;;t  ibcfimcy  is 
more  at  liVvity  -.vlicn  tlw  tye  ranges 
without  cf.r.f:r:cmLnt. 

Tipple  convenitncies  may  pt.rh?.]«  all 
be  foisn'l  in  a  wcii  •:^'o\  n  ^uRtj  h:;t 
furely  tiicy  cannot  hc  fi-..p'jil.i  iuiRci- 
cn.lv  importing  to  Iiavc  ojM.'.tr..!  iir.va- 
iia"i/;y  upon  d:fci.ni  cliMi.-.tv-^.,  diltant 
*s;:'^f-  and  fcpiratc  naii«ins.  (>t  an  \ini- 
vu-lal  pra-.ilirc-,  th-rc  nuilt  ftili  be  pre- 
fu;r.;.l  an  univcr.Ol  cT.ilb,  which,  how- 
ever  rtcondirt  and  ahUiulc,.  may  lie  per- 
haps iL-itrvw-d  to  make  mc  illiillrious  l>y 
if  s  diicoTLT)',  and  you  by  it's  promul- 
gation. 

It  is  imivcrf:'.lly  known  that  the  ta- 
cuhies  of  iIk:  min.l  arc  invi^Ti^saud  or 
wca'tcnftl  by  thi-  llatc  of  the  body,  and 
that  the  holy  is  in  a  ^rcat  mcaiurw'  rjif.i- 
latird  by  the  various  comprcffunu  of  t'le 
ambient  cknwnt.  The  eficit'.  or  lUc 
air  in  the  ]>rodi:6lion  or  cure  of  corpo- 
real maladies  have  been  acknowloh^cd 
from  the  time  of  Hinpocraij^;  but  no 
m:-;ii  lias  yet  lidfitlently  confLl^rcd  hcr.v 
far  it  may  i:\wiicr.ce  the  op^ rations  of 
the  j^cnius,  i!i'uii;h  every  tl-.y  aHM-i:^ 
inllancL'*  uf  i;  c:d  undLMitandinrr,  c.f  wits 
and  reaf  >!V.r  ,  wl^ofc  f.;cuitit"S  a:c  adnn;- 
e<l  to  foij.w  '":  v/iL'  ipcit,  and  who,  wwtn 
tl:ty  arc  u-.:".ovv:;l  to  any  o'nvr  |  bee, 
fmlc  at  ciJC;.  inu*  iilcncc  ur.d  iiiipiJity. 
I"havc  dl.coUi  ;d,  ^y  a  loui<  rt.i»:s<.-i' 
obllrvat'ons,  :!  At  lnvi.ii:ic»n  ai.d  Liociu 
tion  fjillr  _L'  =  \  i'.iiptdir.  ni.-*  tji;iMd'.:".ie 
ami  inii:".i\;  pour*;,  nr.d  thattiic  {.nui- 
ty  of  adi:fc<.  iicfl  air:ii  a  proper  d-'.'.vi  C2 
fvvm  thv  p.Iacc  i:f  :!:c  cvth,  r^CLvlt:- 
ratc'i  the  f.:ncy,  and  fcis  al  liber [/  liMic 
in;cIlA^\ual  p(»ocis  vriiich  x.c.c  l-.f.>i.: 
ihackled  by  too  liroiu^  attraction,  and 
unabL  ti>  eyjiand  themldvcs  untkr  the 
p!  ciV'  J  e  of  a  .K^'' 'f*  atmoipIuTx.- .  1  h:;ve 
f  nird  riulncl's  to  quicken  into  iLr^Mimtnt 
in  a  thin  eth..r,  as  witer,  though  r.-ti 
veiy  h<;t,  l»v\U  In  a  receiver  partly  ex - 
hauut.!;  .iiwlhtads,  in  ap|>caraii(.cemp'.y, 
have  teemed  vvjih  notions  upon  riliri^ 
gromtd,  a^  the  ilaccid  tides  Ci  a  football 
wouhi  have  fwelied  oul  into  Itiftnelsand 

tXf'.:imOD. 

l*'ur  thi-.  r:afon  T  never  think  my- 
felf  qualif,i;d  to  judge  dcciuvtVy  •£  av.f 


IP  an'..  fu'\jiiic<,  whom  I  have  orrfr 
k  .own  !n  one  depCL  cf  elevation;  but 
t .;:.- j-imei:pi^-.rtiin:H'  r.f  a* tending  hin 
I'lom  rh?  c'/ilar  tn  the  garret,  and  try 
upon  li;?7i  :'.!1  the  vr.rioiis  degrees  of  n- 
rvr":;ction  .-^rd  condo^rition,  tenfion  and 
Ljxlt^'.  If  he  is  neither  vi'.aciotis  alcft, 
nor  u:  'ous  h-clov.-,  I  then  confidcrhimaf 
!io|x:lcr-»;  but  as  it  feldom  happens,  thai 
I  do  not  find  the  temper  lo  which  the 
texture  cf  his  brain  is  h:tcd,l  accommo- 
date him  in  time  with  a  tiibc  of  mer- 
c\iry,  fiiil  n>arkinL;  the  point  moft  fa- 
vounib.ij  to  h:<  intellects,  according  t© 
ndes  wh'ch  I  have  lon^  ftudieil,  and 
whiv'h  I  may,  perhaps,  reveal  to  man- 
k'nd  in  a  complete  trcatiio  of  baromc- 
U'-kA  pnvWnatoiogy. 

Another  c.iuu*  of  the  gaiety  and 
fpriL:htiiners  of  the  dwollers  in  garrcti 
i<  ]'robably  the  incr^aff  of  that  verti- 
^.ir.r.us  motion,  with  which  we  ?rc  car- 
ried round  by  the  diurnal  revolution  of 
i!ic  e^'.rth.  The  j>owct  of  agitation  upon 
the  fpii  it>  is  well  known j  cvcit  manh« 
lilt  liis  h<;;«!tlifrTUci>t:d  in  a  rapid  vehicle, 
or  on  a  galloping  horfe;  and  nothinij  is 
plniner,  t>..in  that  he  who  tovrcr*  to  the 
ui'rh  llciT  is  whirled  through  mcnc 
IpTcc  by  every  circumrotation,  than  an- 
oilier  tliat  grovels  upon  the  gronnd- 
flfn  r.  Thi*  nations  between  th^*  tro- 
pii  kr.  :i!o  known  to  be  fiery,  inconihnt, 
i;v:ir.iivr',  snd  fanciful;  hccaufe,  liv- 
Innr  nt  ilvr  r.tmoft  length  of  the  earth's 
<lirM::*.:Lr,  tl'.JAV  are  carried  about  with  ' 
irjrc  fv,-iJtne>.  th:;n  thofe  whom  nature 
ikif.  placL'd  rcpjiTtothc  poles j  and  thcre- 
f.  vc,  :js  it  bo..:oraef»  a  wife  '.nan  to  i^n'g- 
^;ic  wi'J'  the  inconveniencies  cf  his  coun- 
tr\,  v.'i.cr..  vlt  GclLrity  and  acutenef^ 
r.c  rtr,^:iruf,  we  mutt  actuate  our  lan- 
p;".cr  by  ticking  a  few  turns  round  the 
carter  in  r.  :ra:Tet. 

If  y.n  iu"ia<;ine  that  I  aicri^c  to  air 
and  motion  etJcfls  which  thev  caoriOt 
p.  educe,  I  del: re  you  to  con ii»li  your 
own  n'.emory,  v.r<\  ccnlider  whether  yon 
have  n^:v.;r  known  a  man  acquire  rcpn- 
ta.ij  n  In  l.-s  ^i-ri-ct,  w!\ich,  when  tor- 
f.ine  or  a  puiron  l.ad  placed  him  upon 
the  fint  floor,  he  \\.:s  unable  to  main- 
tain j  antl  vvho  never  recoveied  his  for- 
mer vi^rut  of  und\.rliriiidiDptill  he  was 
rc^lorcd  ro  liis  origin;il  fi tuition.  That  a 
g:'jTct  will  make  evt^ry  man  a  wit,  I  am 
very  frr  from  luppoling;  I  know  there 
arc  (ome  who  wuidd  continue  block- 
heaiU  even  en  du-  fi'inniit  of  the  Andes, 
ov  0%  \\\=i  YiiJiEv  q1  Vvi'awViv^i*    liut  let 
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imn  be'confidercd  as  tin'm- 
le  till  this  potent  remedy  Uas 
mI;  ixjr  pernnps  he  was  formed 
at  only  in  a  garret,  as  the  joiner 
«us  was  rational  in  no  other 
It  his  own  (hop. 
,k  a  frequent  i-emoval  to  various 
s  from  the  center,  fo  neceflfary 
I  dUmate  of  intellectual  abili- 
d  confcquently  of  fo  great  ufe 
ition,  that  if  I  hv')ped  that  the 
could  be  perfuaded  to  fo  expen- 

ex'Tcriment,  I  would  propofe, 
re  mould  be  a  cavern  dug,  and 
ercf.«l,  like  thofe  which  Bacon 
B  in  Solomon's  houie,  for  the 
in  and  concentration  of  undcr- 
r,  according  to  the  exigence  of 
:  employmtnrs,  or  conftitutions. 

fomc  that  fi:me  away  in  medi- 
ipon  time  and  fpace  in  the  tower, 
:onii>oie  ubles  of  interell  at  a 


certain  depth;  and  he  that  npon  Irvri 
ground  llagnntes  in  filcnce^  or  creeps  in 
narrative,  might,  at  the  height  of  half 
a  mile,  ferment  into  merriment,  fparkie 
with  repartee,  and  fit)th  with  declanui- 
tion.  ' 

Addifon  obferves,  that  wc  may  find 
the  heat  of  VirgiPs  climate  in  fomer 
lines  of  his  Georgick:  fb,  when  I  read 
a  corapofition,  I  immediately  determine 
the  height  of  the  author's  habitation. 
As  an  elaborate  performance  is  coin* 
monly  Ibid  to  fmell  of  the  lamp,  my 
coramcndation  of  a  noble  thought,  a 
fpiightiy  fally,  or  a  bold  figure,  is  to 
pronour.ce  it  frclh  from  the  garnet;  an 
cxprenion  which  would  break  from  me 
upon  the  pernfal  of  moft  of  your  pa- 
P'.;ro,  did  I  not  l)clievc,  that  you  fome- 
timcs  quit  the  garret,  and  alcend  int3 
the  cock-loft. 

HyPETtTATVS. 


N^CXVm.     SATlJRDAY,    MAY  4,    lysi. 


•OMNBS  ILLACKYMABlLZS 


VRGRNTVR,  IGN0TK1.UX  LCKCA 
NOCTZ, 


HOR. 


XM  KNOLtSS  NIGHT  THXY  SLE.EP,  UNWXPT,  CMCKOW:(. 


E  R  O  hMy  with  his  ufual  ele- 
ice  and  magnificence  of  language, 
sk\j  in  his  relation  of  the  dream 
io,  to  depreciate  thofe  honours 
ch  he  himfelf  appears  to  have 
with  reftlcfs  Iblicitude,  by  ifhcw- 
hin  what  narrow  limits  all  that 
ul  celebrity  which  man  can  hope 
en  is  circumfcribed. 
tu  fee,'  lays  Africanus,  pointing 
arth  from  the  celeftial  regions, 
lie  globe  afl;gned  to  the  refidence 
abitation  of  human  beings  <s  of 

dimenfions:  how  then  can  you 
1  from  the  praife  of  men  any 

worthy  of  a  wilh?  Of  this  lit- 
arid  the  inhabited  parts  are  nei- 
numerous  nor  wide;  even  the 
where  inen  pre  to  be  found  are 
JB  by  intervening  deferts;  and 
itions  are  fo  feparated  as  that  no- 
ciD  be  tranfmitted  from  one  to 
wr.  With  the  people  of  the  fouth 
iom  the  <^>poiite  part  of  the  earth 
leflcd,  jcm  have  no  intercourfe; 
ylwwunall  atnifido  you  com- 
catt  with  the  countries  of  the 
}    Tht  mritarj  which  you  ia- 


FxANClft. 

*  haSit  is  no  more  than  a  fcanty  Ifland 

*  inclofed  by  a  fniall  body  of  warcr,  to 

*  which  you  give  the  namt  of  the  Gieat 

*  Sea  and  \l\e  AtUntick  Ocean.     And 

*  even  in  this  known  and  frequented 

*  continent,  what  hope  can  you  cntei'- 

*  tain,  that  your  renown  will  pats  rh* 
'  ftrcam  of  Ganges,  or  the  cliffi  of 
'  Caucafus?    Or  b^  whom   will   your 

*  name  be  utteretl  m  the  extremities  of 

*  the  north  or  fouth,  towards  the  rifmg 
'  or  the  fetting  fun?    So  narrow  is  the 

*  fjwcc  to  which  your  fame  can  be  pro- 

*  pagatcd;  and  even  thca-  how  long  will 

*  It  remain?' 

He  then  proceeds  to  afTign  natural 
caufes  why  fame  is  not  only  narrow  in 
it's  extent,  but  fhort  in  it's  duration  i 
he  obferves  the  difltrcnce  between  the 
computation  of  time  in  earth  and  heaven, 
and  declares,  that  according  to  the  ce- 
leftial chronology,  no  human  honours 
canlaftafingle  year. 

Such  are  the  objections  by  which 
Tully  has  made  a  fhcw  of  difcouraging 
the  purfuit  of  fame;  obicClions  whicR 
fufFiciently  d'lfcovw  WxjtMtvw^^^-MA." 
regtrd  for  bii  dai^n^  ^\v3i«am,   V^a- 
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Bier,  when  the  plan  of  his  poem  made 
the  death  of  Patroclus  neceffary,  re- 
folved,  at  leaft,  that  he  (hould  die  >vith 
honour;  and  therefore  brought  down 
againft  him  the  patron  god  of  Troy,  and 
left  to  He6(or  only  the  mean  ta(k  of 
giving  the  laft  blow  to  an  enemy  whom 
a  divine  hand  had  difabled  from  refin- 
ance. Thus  Tully  ennobles  fame,  which 
he  profeflTes  to  decade,  by  oppoling  it 
to  celeftial  happmefs;  he  confines  not 
it's  extent  but  by  the  boundaries  of  na- 
ture, nor  contra6l8  it*s  duration  but  by 
reprefentine  it  fmall  in  the  efVimation  of 
fuperior  bemgs.  He  ftiil  a.lmits  it  the 
hjgheft  and  nobleft  of  terrcliiHal  objefls, 
and  alleges  little  more  againft  it,  than 
that  it  is  neither  without  end,  nor  with- 
out limits. 

What  might  be  theefFcft  of  thcfe  ob- 
farations  conveyed  in  Ciceronian  elo- 
^ence  to  Roman  underftandings,  can- 
not be  detcnnined;  but  few  of  thofe  who 
fhall  in  theprefent  age  read  my  humble 
verfion   will  find  thcmfclves  much  de- 

'prefled  in  their  hopes,  or  retarded  in 
their  defies ;  for  I  am  not  inclined  to 
helieve,  that  they  who  among  us  pafs 
their  lives  in  the  cultivation  of  know- 
ledge, or  acquifition  of  power,  h?.ve 
veiy  anxioufly  enqiiired  what  opinions 
prevail  on  the  further  banks  of  the 
Ganges,  or  invigorated  any  effort  by 
the  dcfire  of  fpreading  their  renown 
among  the  clans  of  Caucafus.  I'hc 
hopes  and  fears  of  moilcm  minds  are 
content  to'  range  in  a  narrower  compai's ; 
a  (ingle  nation,  and  a  fcw^  years,  have 
genei-ally  fufficient  amplitude  to  fill  our 
imaginations. 

A  little  confiJcration  will  indeed 
teach  us,  that  fame  has  other  limits  than 
mountains  and  oceans ;  and  that  he  who 
places  happinefs  in  the  frequent  repeti- 
tion of  his  name,  may  fpe nd  his  life  in 
propagating  it,  wiihout  any  danger  of 
weeping  for  new  worlds,  or  neceiiity  of 
pafhng  the  Atlantick  fca. 

The  numbers  to  whom  any  real  and 
perceptible  good  or  evil  can  be  derived 
by  tnc  greatcft  power,  or  moft  nftive 
diligence,  are  inconfiderable;  and  where 
neiuier  benefit  nor  miichief  operate,  the 
only  motive  to  the  mention  or  i"cmcm- 
branccof  others  is  curiofity;  a  pafiion 
which,  though  in  fome  degree  univer- 
£i]ly  aflTociated  to  reafony  is  eafdy  con- 

.  finedy  everbbme,  or  diverted  from  any 
particular  object. 
Among  the  lower  clafles  of  xnax^kmd 


tli<re  will  be  found  \try  little  c 
any  other  knowled^  than  whtt  oi 
tribute  immediately  to  the  relief  1 
prcHing  uneafmeiii,  orthetttaini 
fome  near  advantage.  The  Tu 
faid  to  hear  with  wonder  a  proi 
walk  out  only  that  they  majr  waU 
and  enquire  why  any  maniooold 
for  nothing:  fo  thofe  whofe  co 
has  always  reftrained  them  to  tb 
tempi ation  of  their  own  necefiiti' 
who  have  been  accuftomed  to  lo* 
ward  only  to  a  fmall  diftanci 
fcarcely  underfland,  why  nigh 
days  ihould  be  fpent  in  ftudies, 
end  in  new  ftudies,  and  which,  s 
ing  to  Malherbe's  obfervation, 
tend  to  leflTcn  the  price  of  brca 
will  tlie  trader  or  manufacturer  es 
pcrfuaded,  that  much  pleafure  a 
from  the  mere  knowledge  of 
perforractl  in  remote  regions,  or 
tant  time?? ;  or  that  any  thipg  can 
their  enquiry,  of  which  nxi^c  •»#»  i 
tf ^  Ti  (liufv,  we  can  only  hear  the 
but  which  cannot  influence  our  I 
any  confequenccs. 

The  truth  is,  that  vciy  few  hi 
fure,  from  indifpenfable  bufinefs, 
ploy  their  thoughts  upon  narra 
charn^krs;  and  among  thofe  to 
fortune  h:is  given  the  liberty  of 
more  by  their  own  choice,  many 
to  thcmielvcs  engagements,  by  t 
diilj^encc  of  fome  petty  ambitic 
admifliun  of  fome  miatiable  del 
the  toleration  of  fomeprcdomina 
lion.  The  man  whofe  whole  wi 
accumulate  money,  has  no  othi 
than  to  collect  interelt,  to  cftim 
curities,  and  to  engage  for  mor 
the  lover  difdains  to  turn  his  car 
otlier  name  than  that  cf  Connn 
the  courtier  thinks  the  hour  loft, 
is  not  fpent  in  promoting  his  i 
and  facilitating  Lis  advancement, 
adventures  of  valour,  and  ti 
coverics  of  Iciencc,  will  find  a  c 
ccption,  when  they  are  obtnidet 
an  attention  thus  bufy  with  it^s  h 
amufement,  and  impatient  of  in 
tion  crdifiurbance. 

But  not  only  fuch  employm< 
fcducc  attention  by  appeai-ancet 
nity,  or  promifes  of  happinefs,  r 
ftrain  the  mini  from  er.curiion i 
quiry  ]  curiolity  may  l>e  equally  c 
cd  by  Icfs  formidable  enemies; 
be  difTipated-  in  trifles,  or  conge 
\iv^Q\twc'^  •    TVkfcC^ttfinan  and  t 
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(  have  tlieir  heads  filled  with  a 
L  horfe-race,  a  feather  or  a  ball; 
i  in  ignorance  of  every  thing  be- 
ith  as  much  content  as  he  that 
ip  fi:old,  or  folicits  pi-eferment, 
:  mU,  or  beats  the  anvil;  and 
t  lower  in  the  ranks  of  intelleft, 
lot  tkeir  days  without  pleafure 
ieis«  without  joy  or  forrow,  nor 
ie  jfnnn  their  lethargy  to  hear  or 

of  thofc  who  have  dedicated 
res  to  knowledge,  the  far  greater 
re 'confined  their  curiofity  to  a 
:fts,  and  have  very  little  incli- 
o  promote  any  fame,  but  that 
idr  own  ftudies  entitle  them  to 
The  naturalift  has  no  dedre 
'  the  opinions  or  conieftures  of 
)log:er;  the  botanift  looks  upon 
inomcr  as  a  being  unworthy  of 
rd;  the  lawyer  fcarcely  hears  the 

a  phyfician  without  contempt  j 
hat  is  growing  great  and  happy 
rifying  a  bottle,  wonders  how 
d  can  be  engaged  by  trifling 
bout  war  or  peace, 
ercforc,  he  that  imagines  the 
let.!  witli  his  actions  and  prailbs, 
)do6l  from  the  number  of  his 


encomiaftsy  all  thofe  who  are  placed  be- 
low die  flight  of  fame,  and  who  hear 
in  the  valhes  of  life  no  voice  but  that 
of  neceflity;  all  thofe  who  imaeine 
themfelvcs  too  important  to  regai'dhim 
and  conflder  the  mention  of  his  name  as 
an  ufurpation  of  their  time;  all  who  are 
too  much,  or  too  little  pleafed  with 
themfelves,  to  attend  to  any  thing  ex- 
ternal; all  who  are  attracted  by  plc^re, 
or  chained  down  by  pain,  to  unvaried 
ideas;  all  who  are  withheld  from  at- 
tending his  triumph  by  diSereot  pur- 
fuits;  and  all  who  flumber  in  univerfal 
negligence;  he  will  find  his  renown 
ftraitened  by  nearer  bounds  than  the 
rocks  of  Caucafus,  and  perceive  that 
no  man  can  be  venerable  or  formidable, 
but  to  a  fmall  part  of  his  fellow-crea- 
tures. 

That  we  may  not  languifh  in  our  en « 
deavours  after  excellence,  it  is  nccef- 
fary,  that,  as  Africanus  counfels  his 
dclcendant,  *  wc  raife  our  eyes  to  high- 

*  er  profpe6l8,  and  contemplate  our  fu- 

*  ture  and  eternal  ftate,  without  giving 

*  up  our  hearts  to  the  praife  of  crowds, 

*  or  fixing  our  hopes  on  fuch  reward* 

*  as  l^uman  power  can  beflQw/ 


N*  CXIX.    TUESDAY,   MAY  7,    1751. 


1LIAC0S  XNTftA  MUKOS  VECCATUI,    XT  XXTBA* 


Hot. 


FAULTS    LAY  OM  ItTMXX  tXBX  TNX  TBOJAN  TOWlBt. 


TO  THE  lLAMBJ.£lt* 

sotwtthftandiag  all  ^t  wit,  or 
iliceor  pride,  or  pmdence,  will 
o  fuegefl,  men  and  women  mud 
&  their  lives  together,  I  have 
erefore  thought  thofe  writers 
o  human  happinefs,  who  en- 
to  excite  in  either  fex  a  general 
:  or  fufpicion  of  the  other.   To 

tkem  who  are  entering  the 
nd  looking  abroad  for  a  fuit- 
Hate,  that  all  are  equally  vici- 
|aa)ly  fidiculoxts;  that  they  who 

certainly  betrayed,  ancl  they 
m  an  always  difappointed^  is 
raken  judgment,  but  to  inflame 
Without  hope  there  can  be 
o.  Thoie  who  are  convinced, 
snfto  for  picfifieoce  can  be 


Elprikstok* 

found,  win  never  harafs  their  thougrhts 
with  doubt  and  deliberadon;  they  will  re- 
Iblve,  fince  they  are  doomed  to  mifo-y, 
that  no  necdlefs  anxiety  fliall  didiirh 
their  quiet;  they  will  plunge  at  hazard 
into  the  crowd,  ancl  fnatch  the  firil 
hand  that  fhall  be  held  toward  them. 

That  the  world  is  overrun  with  vice, 
eannot  be  denied;  but  vice,Jiowever  pre- 
dominant, has  not  yet  gained  an  unlimit-* 
ed  'dominion*  S:mple  and  unminglcd 
good  is  not  in  our  power,  hut  we  may 
{generally  efcape  a  greater  evil  by  fuffer- 
mg  a  lefs;  and  therefore  thofe  who  un- 
dertake to  initiate  tlie  young  and  ignorant 
in  the  knowledge  of  life,  fliould  be  carc- 
ful  to  inculcate  the  pofTxbilit)'  of  virtue 
and  happinefs,  and  to  encourage  endea- 
vours by  profpefls  of  fuccefs. 

You,  perW]^!  ^'O  ^"^^  l\x^^^^  '^'3X 
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.'  ..-.  ....  ...^  ,     I  .-.-;^:-  cf  rn?v.'l.'   '  .', 

»'.  -1  (i.:^  .  ir  .-^;.:!;^-  \.  t.  tc  a  !  -i'.'.'.' 
^.iir-i.h'i^r  f • "  :i'iii-ii..rv.i  '.■■fi:.:.;  h-t^ 
bc.^n  I'^.-.;^- .;-rTi!'riiM  '  '.•;  ti^^  .  ;  ■•  In-i".  ■  r' 
rcj./cv'"!,  ar.d  rKc  -it;  :!r.-.M-  of  Ir.-p?-. ; 
r-ir  'wTi  nM,.;i<ic,!  iii  i;.  i  :i"^;;.M..-^  hv 
•.-.-rC'i.'r  V  i  r.^crt. .'*."''!  if:  "/iiii'M'^.  j::i:i.:s 
i- ?"j;  vljAiJ;;.!,  u^v.l  vl»  >  .tr.'l  l»-:-\ui.  ^  of 
i^it.cr"^  r»i'.  A-.i;  h'-s  )-cvn  mivIi.:!,  with 
mrilirioiis  i:r.j'.":"v*i'iT\ ,  tn  tli;;:  l"T;ni 
^wirilntx  «»f  iii.iny  :!r'iii:»:,-::n;:cfs;  has 
rcf  1  i!ii!C!i!.  •  oy  f,vu» .;.■;. t'aii'jnsjfj-d- 
Cjii.-ls  iv  -vhifix:!-!.  iiilcr'Lii  to  1'  h";-!; 

p2j%  is  t'.'O  vL'.'.i:i!ii'.:  fur  r-i'i-i;:*rll\, 
a::.!  f.o -T.ir  f  T  ;-I.:'li::-3.  Irisiu;''  -l 
Iinti:.  1  :'  :■  ','-.;v.:y  i:-  .  .  \  ..;  •;  .,;..:  ^  ;....i 
'"V  fC';iIi.'..il  »•..;*.;!'. I,.'-,  to  prtxliifc  an 
h:.'.  !ii,  •.'•  ..:"^:  i:--;  v»r  I  Ijnve  hiJirjito 
^tI:.:^'^■;  ;!.•(!  \v;:I\  U-  iiiiitl\vi';ii;.ncf  n^vilnlt 
my  jwi.K,  r.r.d  u.y  R'fcutmcnt,  \U\t  I 
b^.\j  yvt-.^ivvA  n:y  tL'mjM-  unci»r];iptc:l. 
T  I.:    r  ji'j!  ytt  rr-»i'e  j:  r.^"  p:'i"tvf  rnv 

in:.i  ;:•,..';  ihr  iv.  iniiir.cl  k>  kif'.-n  tlio 
r.iirn'^tr  of  'lit  f.w  fric'uU  \vlu.!:\  t inn- 
has  L{\  in;-,  by  oMIruclii';;,'  thr.t  ]:r;|i- 
|)ir.c.i"-  wlsitli  I  cannot  j-  'iLuIci', and  \»  n:- 
ir'Ti  -.y  vi.;;:ition  in  ccriiiics  of  th-.-  for- 
v."!r.!;er.;  :i;*.:!  ir.flilcRti'r.;  of  itI*'-,  or 
l'-!^"  liir'»nll;:ncy,  tallclcfsnciV,  anil  ;'.r- 
fh!y  cf  men. 

h  !«;,  irnlrcJ,  not  Vfiy  diflici:;!  to 
l^'.iir  t^.^t  ccnMitlon  to  Nvlficii  \ve  ruv  not 
c./ntlc-.v.ncd  by  r.ccc11i:y,  but  in  Inccci  hy 
cb'- r\ -.uion  pnd  choicLj  an.l  thortfoie 
.1,  pL:hap.;,  have  nt"'. it  yet  iWi  ail  t\w 
n-i.-l.j.nily  wiih  which  a  r-ijror.ch,  Cii^\  I 
V. :'!:  ifi;:  :\j>j<-ll'!t!on  of  oh(  vr.uld,  i\\..'U 
fr/it:  of  tl:;)l._  b.t.irr.i'n  \vhi;h  il  i.-;  in- 
*i>.r'.  I  was  no:  roju'tjnnrd  in  mv 
y^.Ti'h  to  fiiliuulc,  c':»r  by  i:\ii"LCriuc 
or  j  ■(orrr.-ly,  r,)r  y:.:'.'n.\  .l.c  L:n«i'.j-  \y.\n 
of  iif,' \v;tl.ciiit  fho  f:  t'rsiyor  a-mrfiiip, 
ard  :].c  U'\ s  tf  »r.i!jn;>!'.  I  b v. vr  <l;in ;■■..! 
ih-  HMMul  ('ft-riiely  ;.:n'cf:^  iht  i.iv.J'r.ins 
c!.n\y,an;l  {.Tr^UiIritiors  (.f  apnl.i!:;-j 
b,..ri  ;.l't:iV.!%;'?  from  pb-  kfiiK  to  pit  ■'...• 
by  tb.c;  ^ni',  the  fpri'r'.v.iy,  I'l.ti  th" 
vlr.j  nn'i  U:l.i  ur/ k  ;.  » d  I-jiiffrc-i  by 
tb';  «;iii^'jn:o«.:fn' i'^  of  i::;I':\:iiry,  the 
p.  isv  cf  wir,  ..n  1  tiiv  tiiniiiiry  of  1o\k.'. 
If,  ihf-rcforc.  1  .un  vc-l  a  iir:inf;er  to 
jii!j>:i':J  !i.v;;.r.  .:•%  1  {;iri>  rrii*.  lb'C<":!- 
fcKjTiC.i.-i- III  p«y«i-*ti  if.'ii'.'.c" .  and  ».;;p. 
jc. '-  b:!.r:  IT-  .^  '••«•  ii!«  "j'.^'iii"!  I'i'.c;.-. 
wbufc  add:-..;.  1  '.'..;.■•  :s\h^'I,  vi'iic  i: 
"  f  a»id  wii'.'j-ii;  r.i;»I"«T. 


v.'th  t'v  am"-!'  r.i"  pri^f  iTi-n-  c-f 
'\*. :  "jiTuiiiv,  a  i.onrl- ni -.ri  v.-Sc 
r. .0  c/ : . '. y  iV :  1  r . f  a  v-ca ! I'.i y  f :»  r.i I 
b..  ■',  i.Iij:.*:**-i  .n  rdl  t'lc  \\-.in!.T.i 
e.:pi:ii'.e,  ;rid  r.:fr;Kf*  of  et?.T 
!!,;•  v.->s  ')c.'urif  .i  in  'd-  pcnbn,  a 
i:i  'lis  ad:li-ci';,  wn-!  .'..ci^fcr*?  ibur 
tr!  "ipu:  ny  eye  r.t  an  a^  wh 
f:^!'.:  !-  vi-r\'  liv?I;c-.cr-rulcd  h)'  i 


any  DC 

amunn 


l> 


\N  !;:ti  ]T.',  p'Mj-.  :n  it 


fciAbui  Vt\.r.  ■/.:/;■ 
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hir.i.'clfof  rfivblruncr  or  amufi 
fi'.ppli^JMs  \v.".r  of  couverfat; 
tieais.'.p'  !.  i;-ns;  and  hi>  c! 
(.^*  «-f  .j>  was  to  till  the  mind 

rv  .  .-  ^v>Ji  pHilies,  r..nib'ies,  r 
ix.'.  .1  •!.  ■  .v^.  \ Ve  were  ofttn  tnga 
ilion  cx«.i:::lo:i?  to  t^urd'fns  ami 
anil  I  was  for  a-.vliile  pleafcdw 
care  v/nch  Vcnuftiihis  difcove 
ftcurini:  me  from  anvtjppcv.rancei 
ger,  cr  pofffniliiy  of  mifc nance. 
wr  fi.ijv.-l  to  rcjonir.vnd  cauticE 
co;:tb.'n?.n,  <»r  tf  proniiic  the  wai 
a  rcA-ard  if  he  l:;ndwd  us  Lfcj  : 
Ways  contrived  to  return  by  da; 
for  fi:ir  uf  robbers.  I'hb  cxtrax 
ry  fobciu'.dc  wa^  rcpieibnttd  for 
as  \\\t  eftci,:?  of  his  tcndtrnefs  ( 
but  ic^l'  is  too  Itrorj;  for  continu 
p..irify.  I  foon  difoovcrcd,  that 
liubis  h:id  tlic  cowardire  as  well 
jr.T.cc  of  a  fv-rnale.  His  irna^jrinati 
pf :■)  e:tia!]y  clo'.:dLd  with  terrors, 
could  fcarccly  refrain  froinfcrear 
(j'ltrries  at  any  accidental  furpiili 
durit  not  ouUr  a  room  if  a  rat  wa: 
luhind  the  wninfcot,  nor  crofs 
wheie  the  cstik  were  frifkinc:  intl 
fjune;  the  Icall  breczo  that  wave^ 
tb.o  river  \\'ns  a  f^u:ni,  and  cvci 
jv.OTir  in  t'-.r^  (Ir.'t  \  wa«i  a  ciy  cf  fire, 
r  r.  Y  n  iol'j  h's  colour  wh«n  my 
re]  bud  broke  hi"^  chain;  aiiTd  was 
to  throw  v.ater  in  hi*  face  oii  tl 
den  tr.tranfe  cf  a  black  car.  O 
fhm  Mice  obliged  \\\q  to  drive  awa 
ny  fan  a  bfilc  that  kept  him 
^ri-l'y  rrsil  chile  crt"  a  do*;  tint  yc 
h ;  ~  bc>.l!> .  to  which  he  woiild  gladi 
r^:\i  n  up  nic  lo  faiiiita'.ehis  owfti 
\Von*-n  n'tiiiuily  cxpirl  dcfem 
p'.o!--.:"t:on  from  a  lover  or  a  hu 
and  rlvaxforc  you  will  not  think  li 
\Y.V\  '.wT'AwWr^,  a  wrctrh  who 
hrivc  biitd..r.i.i  life  with  uor.c 
i"i.  :  r.,  ar.d iiown  tome  f«:r  tiiat  f 
v/1.-'  \\  \\  v/a>  his  d-.L:y  to  !:.:vi:'  giv 
Mv  next  bwv.v  v..i;  K\:np:r[:i,  t 
of  :i  > I-  ek  -job",  e  ••,  \ v ' ; .- . fc  v  i  fi » <  m v  fi 
by  Uv<:  ur^:o;iui.Liy  of  pcrfuallon 
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on  me  to  allow.  Fungofa 
rcry  fuitable  companion j  for 
en  bred  in  a  counting- hou&, 
a  language  unintelligible  in 
-  place.  He  had  no  de- 
y  reputation,  but  that  of  an 
rnofticator  of  the  changes  in 
;  nor  had  any  means  of  raif- 
oenty  but  by  telling  how  ibme- 
oirerreached  in  a  bargain  bv 
.  He  was,  however,  a  youtn 
sbriety  and  prudence,  and  fre- 
iformcd  us  how  carefully  he 
prove  my  fortune.  I  was  not 
conclude  the  match,  but  was 
awed  by  my  parents,  that  I 
ilfmifs  dim,  and  might  per- 
been  doomed  for  ever  to  the 
}f  pedlary,  and  the  jargon  of 
d  not  a  fraud  been  difcovered 
«ment,  which  fctmc  free  from 
ution  of  groveling  piide  and 

impudence, 
ifterwards  fix  months  without 
ular  notice,  but  at  laft  became 
f  the  glittering  Flofculus,  who 
,  the  mode  of  embroidery  to 
->s  of  his  time,  and  varied  at 
[le  cock  of  every  hat,  and  the 
ivcry  coat,  that  appeared  in 
ieaffemblies.  Flofculus  made 
>ref1icn  upon  my  heart  by  a 
nt  which  few  ladies  can  hear 
motion;  he  commended  my 
'cfs,  my  judgment  in  fuiting 
ind  my  an  in  difpofmg  oma- 
But  Flofculus  was  too  much 
y  his  OMoi  elegance,  to  be  CvS^ 
ttentivc  ro  the  duties  of  a  lover, 
ife  with  varied  pi*aife  an  ^f 
race  by  riot  of  adulation.  Ho 
lo  be  repaid  part  of  his  tribute, 
away  three  days  becaufe  I 
to  Uke  notice  of  a  new  coat, 
r  found,  that  Flofculus  was 
ival  than  an  admirer;  and  that 
probably  live  in  a  perpetual 
f  emulous  finerv,  and  fpcnd 
n  ftratagemt  to  be  firft  in  the 

ion  after  the  honour  at  a  feaft 
ng  the  eyes  of  Dentatus,  one 
iDon  beings  whole  only  happi* 
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nefs  is  to  dine.  Dentatus  regaled  me  with 
foreign  varieties,  told  me  of  meafures 
that  he  had  laid  for  procuring  tlic  bcft 
cook  in  France,  and  entertained  mc  with 
bills  of  fare,  prelcribed  the  arrange- 
ment of  didiesy  and  taught  n.e  tviro 
(auces  invented  by  himfelf.  At  Lngth, 
fuch  is  the  uncertainty  of  humrxii  hap* 
pinefs,  I  declared  my  opinion  too  l.afti- 
ly  upon  a  pie  made  under  his  own  direc- 
tion; after  which  he  grew  fo  cold  and 
negligent,  that  he  was  eafily  difmifTed. 

Many  other  lovers,  or  pretended 
lovers,  I  have  had  the  honour  to  lead  a 
while  in  triumph.  But  two  of  them  I 
drove  from  rac,  by  difcovering  that  they 
had  no  tafte  or  knowledge  in  mufick; 
three  I  difmifled,  becaTife  diev  were 
drunkards;  two,  becaufe  they  paid  their 
addreflfes  at  the  fame  time  to  other  ladies; 
and  fix>  bpcaufe  diey  attempted  to  influ- 
ence my  choice,  by  bribing  my  maid. 
Twomor&  I  difcarded  at  i&  fecond  vi- 
fit,  for  obfcene  allufions;  and  five  for 
drollery  on  religion.  In  the  latter  pirt 
of  my  reign,  I  fentcnced  two  to  perpe* 
tual  exile,  fpr  offering  mc  fcttlcmcnts, 
by  which  the  children  of  a  former  mar- 
riage would  have  been  injured;  four,  for 
rcprefenting  falfely  the  value  of  their 
eltates;  three  for  concealing  their  debts  s 
and  one  for  railing  th«  rent  of  a  decrepit 
tenant. 

I  have  now  fent  you  a  narrative,  which 
the  ladies  may  c^pofe  to  the  tale  of 
Hymenaeus.  I  mean  not  to  depreciate 
the  fex  which  has  produced  poets  and 
philofophers,  heroes  and  mart)Ts;  bu^ 
will  not  fuffer  the  rifing  generation  of 
beauties  to  he  dejcfted  by  partial  fatire; 
or  to  imag'me,  that  thofe  who  cenfured 
them  have  not  likewifc  their  follies^  and 
their  vkes.  I  do  not  yet  believe  happi- 
ncfs  unattainable  in  marriage,  though  I 
have  never  yet  been  able  to  find  a  man 
with  whom  I  could  prudently  venture 
an  infcparable  union.  It  is  neccfTary  to 
expole  faults,  that  their  deibrmitv  may 
be  feen;  but  the  repxx)ach  ought  "ot  to 
be  extended  beyond  the  crime,  nor  cither 
fex  to  be  condemned,  bee:; v.y  loni  wo- 
men, or  men,  are  indelicate  or  difhoucfl. 
lam^  ^c,        Tranc^illa, 
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REDDITUM   CYRI  80LX0  THKAATEN 
DISSIDEN!'   PLiBi,    NUMF.RO  BEATOICM 
EXIMIT  VIRTUS,    POPULUM((i.UE   PALSIS 

DEDOCIT   UTI 
▼  OCIBUS.  Hot. 

tr:je  virtue  can  the  crowd  ttnteach 
their  false  mistaken  pormi  or  speech} 
virtue  to  crowds  a  poe  pr0pe8t, 
disdains  to  number  with  the  blest 

PHRAATES,    BY   HIS  SLAVES   ADOR'd. 

AND  TO  THE  PARTHIAN   CROWN   RESTORED. 


IN  tHe  reign  of  Jenghiz  Can,  conque- 
ror of  the  caft,  in  the  city  of  Samar- 
kand, lived  R^uradin  the  mcrchnnt,  re- 
nowned throughout  all  tlic  regions  of 
India  for  the  extent  of  his  commerce, 
and  the  integrity  of  his  dealings.  His 
warehoufes  were  filled  with  all  the  com- 
modities of  the  rcniotcft  nations ;  every 
farity  of  nature,  eveiy  cuiiofity  of  ait, 
whatever  was  valuable,  whatever  was 
uftful,  hafted  to  his  hand.  The  ftrcets 
were  crowded  with  his  carriages;  the  fea 
was  covered  with  his  fliips;  the  ftreams 
of  Oxus  were  wearied  with  conveyance, 
and  every  breeze  of  the  fky^^^ftcd  wealth 
to  Nouradin. 

At  length  Nouradin  felt  himfelf  feiz- 
cd  with  a  (low  malady,  which  he  frrft 
endeavoured  to  divert  by  «j>j>lication,  and 
a*^ci-wards  to  rclico  by  luxury  and  in- 
d  '^ncc;  but  findinr;  his  ltrcnp:th  every 
d  y  lefs,  he  was  atlaft  terrified,  and 
c  lied  for  help  upon  the  fages  of  phvficlc ; 
t  .L'y  filled  his  apartments  with  alex'phar- 
r.iicks,  reftoratives,  and  eflential  virtues; 
the  pearls  of  the  ocean  were  Jiflblved,  the 
fpices  of  Arabia  were  diltilleil,  and  all 
tne  powers  of  nature  were  employed  to 
rive  new  (nirits  to  his  nerves,  and  new 
ballam  to  his  bliKni.  Nouradin  was  for 
for.iG  time  aniuibd  with  promifcs,  invi- 
goi.'.'dwi'h  cordials,  or  Ibothed  with 
anoHyneo;  but  the  difcale  preyed  upon 
his  virah,  and  he  dKtn  dilcovcred  with 
indignaiicin,  that  hrahh  was  not  to  be 
bnusjht.  He  was  confined  to  bis  cham- 
ber, deilrtcd  by  his  j)hyficia:is,  and 
r  iielv  vifuc -l  liy  his  {VIcikIs;  bui  his  un- 
wiilin-^nds  to  die  tlattcied  him  long 
with  hojics  of  life. 

At  leuLith,  having  p-^fTed  the  niqht 
In  tedious  hn^ior,  he  caUe<\  to  him  Al- 
mumouliii,  his  only  fonj  and  duiiiv(^t\^    vroL^\»Mc\vsi^^H;^V.^\?ii.\aat«tt:  foiww. 


Francis. 

his  attendant*— My  fon,'  faj-s  he, '  be- 

*  hold  here  the  weakne fs  and  firagili^f 

*  of  man;  look,  backwai^  a  fcwdapi 

*  tliy  father  was  great  and  happy,  frefh 

*  as  the  vernal  rofe,  and  (Irong  as  the 

*  cedar  of  the  mountain;  ih«  nation^  of 

*  Afia  di'ank  his  dcw^,  and  art  and  cora- 

*  mcrce  dclichtcd  in  his  lliade.    Male- 

*  volcnce  beiHiKl  me,  and  fighed:  "  His 
*'  root,"  (he  cried,  "  is  fixed  in  tlje 
**  depth? ;  it  is  watered  by  the  fountains 
"  of  Oxus;  it  fends  out  branches  aftr, 
"  and  bids  defiance  to  the  blart;  pni- 
"  dcnce  reclines  againil  his  trunk,  and 
"  profperity  dances  on  his  top."  Now, 

*  Almamoulin,  look  upon  me  withering 

*  and  proltrate ;  look  upon  mc  and  attend. 
'  I  have  trafficked,  I  have  profpertd,  I 

*  have  rioted  in  gain;  my  houie  19  fplffl- 

*  did,  my  fcrvants  are  numerous;  yet  I 

*  difplayed  only  afmall  partof  my  richet| 

*  the  rel^,  which  I  was  hindered  from  en- 
'  joying  by  the  fear  of  raifin*;  envy,  or 

*  tempting  rapacity,  I  have  piled  in  tow- 

*  rrs,  I  have  buried  in  caverns,!  havehid- 

*  den  in  lecrct  repofitories,  which  dii» 

*  fcroll  will  difcovcr.    My  purpoff  wiSi 

*  after  ten  months  more  (pent  in  coro- 

*  merce,  to  have  withdi-awn  my  wealth  to 
«  a  fafer  country;  to  have'  given  feroi 

*  years  to  delight  and  feftivity  ,and  the  re- 
«  maining  part  of  my  days  to  Iblitude 

*  and  repentance;  but  the  Hand  of  Deith 

*  is  upon  mc;  a  frigorifick  torpor  en- 

*  croachcs  upon  my  veins;  I  am  no* 

*  leaving;  fhc  produce  of  my  toil,  which 

*  it  nvjii  be  thy  bufineis  to  enioy  with 

*  willlom."  The  thought  of  leaving  hi* 
wfaiih  fiHed  Nouradin  with  fuch  grief, 
that  he  tell  into  convulfions,  became  tie- 
lirious,  and  expired. 

Almamoulin,  who  loved  his  fathtfi 


Aiblijbtd  M  dM  iU«  <Iir«rt>  b^  HafrtTooVC^  Vrbai.t/U . 
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•wo  hours  In  profouml  niedira- 
hout  peniling  the  paper  wliich 
n  his  hand.  He  tlicn  retired  to 
:ha:iiiwr,  as  overhornf  with  af- 
and  tlu-rc  ncad  thi:  inventory  of 

rffcSTions,  which  Iwelled  liis 
Cuch  tranfports,  that  he  no 
mented  his  father*s  death.  He 
/  iVilHciently  coinpolcd  to  order 
I  of  modeft  may;nihccnce,  fuit- 
•nce  .to  the  rank  of  Nouradin^s 
If   and  the  reputation  of  his 

The  two  next  nights  he  Ipi-'nt 
ig  the  tower  and  the  caverns, 
d  the  treafurcs  greater  to  his  eye 
lit  imagination, 
fnouiin  had  been  bred  to  the 
af  cxaft  frugality,  and  had  of- 
ed  with  envy  on  the  finery  and 

of  other  youns^  mem  he  there- 
eved,  that  happinci's  was  now  in 
ir,  fince  he  could  obtain  all  of 
i  had  hitherto  b%.vn  accuftonicd 

the  want.  He  rclblved  to  yive 
o  his  deiires,  to  revel  in  iinjoy- 
od  feel  pain  or  untafmei's  no 

nmedir-toiv  procuitd  a  fplcndid 
;,  dix-flV\l  his  iVrvants  in  i icli  cm- 
,  and  covered  his  horHs  with 
aparili:ns.     He  (Iio\vcri;d  down 

tlio  jxjpuiacf ,  and  fufVcrcd  their 
t'ons  toi'v.L-il  hiiuwith  iiilblLnre. 
blc3  law  him  with  an^t-r,  the 
n  of  the  lliic  combined  at^ainlt 
e  Icailers  oi'  armies  threatened 
ni^ion.  AliTi:*moulin  waa  in- 
if  hisdancTCi':  lit  put  on  the  robe 
uing  in  the  prefcnce  of  his  cne- 
id  appeafed  them  with  gold,  and 
nd  iupplicatiun. 

len  fought  to  ftrengthcn  himfclf 
lliancc  with  the  princes  of  Tai  - 
d  offered  the  price  of  kingdoms 
fe  of  noble  birth.  His  fuit  was 
y  rejeftud,  and  his  preil-nts  rc- 
>ut  a  princefs  of  Altiacm  onc^ 
!:nded  tu  admit  him  to  her  piL*- 

She  rcctivcd  him  (ittlnpj  on  a 

attired  in  the  robe  of  royalty, 
linp  with  the  jewels  of  Golcon- 
nmaml  fparkled  in  her  eyes,  and 

tow'jrcd  «)n  litT  forclieH<l.  Al- 
::n  appri«.i^l:cd  an«i  trc:v.blej. 
V  hi^  conhifion,  and  difilaincd 
Ho-.v,*  lays  lii-;,  *  Jri.rcs  the 
h  hope  my  «>l)ed''jnce,  whn  thus 
;*i  a;  n:v  i;:un:.?  Retire,  anil  ^n- 
hy  lichci  in  fordid  uii'iititii^nj 
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•  thou  wall  born  to  be  w«aithy,  but  ne- 

*  vjr  cr.nd  be  great.' 

He  then  coniracled  his  defires  to  more 
private  and  domeftick  piLalures.  He 
built  palaces,  he  laid  out  gardt:ns,  lie 
changed  the  face  of  the  land,  he  tranf- 
p]4nced  foreih,  he  levelled  mountains, 
openul  nrofpe^ls  into  diltant  rq;ions, 
poured  fountains  from  the  tops  of  tur- 
rets, and  rolled  rivers  through  new 
channels. 

Tlufe  amufcmcnts  pleafed  him  for  a 
time;  but  lans^uor  and  weoi'incfs  I'uun 
inva-.iL-d  him.  ilis  bowers  loll  their  fra- 
grance, and  the  wata's  murmured  with- 
out notice.  He  purchafed  hiri^e  tia^is 
of  land  in  diltant  provinces,  adjined 
th?m  with  houl'es  of  plcalure,  and  diver- 
fifie».l  them  with  accommodations  for  dif- 
ferent ieafbns.  Change  of  place  at  fiift 
relieved  his  fatiety,  but  all  the  nov\  Itics 
of  fitnation  were  foon  cxhaullcd;  he 
found  his  heart  v'acant,  and  liis  iL-liiei^, 
for  want  of  external  objecls,  ravjginjr 
iiimi'elf. 

He  therefore  rcturnctl  to  Samarcand, 
and  fet  open  his  doors  to  thofo  whom 
idL-nefs  fends  out  in  fearch  of  plcjifure. 
Hi»  Lubles  were  always  covercii  with  «.le- 
lici'.ciefs;  wines  of  ever}'  vintage  ip:i:k!(  d 
in  his  bowls,  and  his  l.uiip:^  fcitu-rcd 
perfumes.  The  fuund  of  the  lute,  and 
the  voice  of  the  finger,  chail- J  awny  lad- 
r.ell'i  cveiy  hour  was  crowded  witli  pj»:i- 
lurej  and  the  day  ended  and  be-. in  wiih 
fealts  and  danoes,  and  revelry  and  mcrri  - 
mciit.     AlmamoLilin  civd  out — I  have 

*  at  laft  found  the  ufc  ot'  rich.\,;  I  am 

*  furrounded  by  companions,  who  view 

*  my  grcatncfs  without  en  v^-^  and  I  en- 

*  joy  at  once  the  raptures  ©fpopularitv, 

*  and  the  faftty  of  an  oblhure  li.it ion. 

*  V/hat  trouble  can  he  f«'cl,  w!iv.!n  :j11 

*  are  lludious  to  plcal'c,  that  iluy  m^y 

*  be  repaid  with  plcaiure?  Whsrdan- 

*  ger  can  he  dread,  to  whom  every  man 

*  is  a  friend?' 

Such  were  the  thoughts  of  Ahr.atnou- 
lin,  as  he  luokv.d  down  from  .>  [>;at'-  ry 
upon  the  gay  air*mb|;',  regalipj;  :.•.  his 
txpcncc;  but  in  lliv.  m'-ditot  th*-*.  r».i'o- 
quy»  an  oPficer  of  ndti< 
houfe,  and  in  t'-.:'  fovrr,  of 
fummoned  Alm.imoiLin  \o  app.vu-  i>et'jie 
the  empiM-.»r.  Th-:  i:'-..uli  Itood  awhiic 
ajihall,  tl-.en  itAc  iir.i.erc(pLi\»'.y  av.av, 
and  he  was  led  oir'v.-iiji.ut  a  liriid;-  vcv'cc 
to  witpcis  hiv  irt/.-vv.  H?  nov/  foui-.i 
OD'.;  wf  his  iiYoVl  ii^tkYvAwWXNvUVAYvVs  i-tovi- 


iTtercd  the 
w'-:il  civuion. 
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ing  him  of  ti^afon,  in  hopes  of  (hahng 
his  contifcationj  yet,  unpatronized  and 
unfuppuited,  he  cleared  himfelf  by  the 
openncfs  of  innocence,  and  the  confid- 
ence of  truth;  he  was  difraifled  with  ho- 
nour, and  his  accufer  perifhed  in  prifon. 
Almamoulln  now  perceived  with  how 
little  rcafon  he  had  hoped  for  juftice  or 
fidelity  from  thofe  who  live  only  to  gra- 
tify their  fenfes ;  and,  being  now  weary 
with  vain  experiments  upon  life  and 
fruit lefs  refearches  after  felicity,  he  had 
recourfe  to  a  fage,  who,  after  (pending 
his  youth  in  travel  and  obfervation,  had 
rctiiT'l  from  all  human  cares,  to  a  fmall 
habitation  on  die  banks  of  Oxus,  where 
he  convcrfcd  only  with  fuch  as  folicitcd 
his  counfel.  *  Brother,*  faid  the  philo- 
fophcr,  '  thou  haft  fuffered  thy  rcafon 

*  to  be  deluded  by  idle  hopes; and  falla- 
'  clous  appearances.  Having  long  look - 
'  ed  with  dciire  upon  i'iches,  thou  hadft 
'  taught  thylelf  to  think  them  more  va- 

*  luable  than  nature  deHgned  them,  and 
*•  to  expe^l  from  them  what  experience 
'  has  now  taught  thee  that  they  cannot 

*  give.    That  they  do  not  confer  wif- 

*  -dom,  thou  mayeft  be  convinced,  by 

*  conlidenng  at  how  dear  a  price  they 
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tempted  thee,  upon  thy  firfl 
into  the  world,  to  purchaic  t 
found  of  vulgar  acclamatioi 
they  cannot  beftow  foititudc 
nanimity,  that  man  may  b 
who  ftood  trembling  at  Aftr 
fore  a  being  not  naturally  {\ 
himfelf-  That  the}'  will  n« 
unexhaufted  plcafure,  the  re. 
of  forfaken  palaces  andneele 
dens  will  eafily  inform  tne 
they  rarely  purchife  friends,  • 
foon  difcovcr,  when  tliou  w». 
ftand  thy  trial  uncouDtonai 
alone.  Yet  tliiuk  not  richc 
there  are  purpofes  to  whic 
man  be  delighted  to  ap}>ly  th 
may,  by  a  rational  dilhibutic 
who  want  them,  eafe  the  pain 
lefs  difeafe,  ftiil  the  throbs  . 
anxiety,  relieve  innocence  1 
preflion,  and  railc  imbecility 
fulncfs  and  vigour.  This 
enable  thee  to  pci  form,  and 
afford  the  only  happinefs  orc 
our  prefcnt  Itate,  the  confi 
divine  favour,  and  the  hope 
rewards.' 


N»  CXXI.     TUESDAY,    MAY  14,    1751. 


O  IMITATOBZI|    IXRVUM  rCCUs! 


Hoi. 


AWAY,  YX  IMrTATOHS,  81ITXLC   HERd! 


Elphikston. 


IHave  been  Informed  by  a  letter,  from 
one  of  4^e  univerfittes,  that  among 
the  youth  from  whom  the  next  fwarm 
of  realbncrs  is  to  learn  philoibphy,  and 
the  next  flight  of  beauties  to  hear  elegies 
and  fonnets,  there  sh^  many  who,  in- 
ftcad  of  endeavouring  by  bodks  and  me- 
ditation to  form  their  own  opinions,  con- 
tent thcmfelvcs  with  the  fecondary  know- 
ledge, which  a  convenient  bench  in  a 
cortee-houfe  can  fupply;  and,  without 
any  examination  or  diftinftion,  adopt 
the  criticifms  and  remarks  which  hap-- 
pen  to  drop  from  thofc  who  have  rifcn 
by  merit  or  fortune  to  repuution  and 
autliority. 

Thcle  humble  retzilers  of  knowledge 
my  corre<'|>ondent  lligmatizcs  with  the 
name  of  £cho:s;  and  fee ms  defirous  that 
they  (hould  be  made  a/haraed  of  lazy 
fiibmiinon,  and  apim^itcd  to  aUt\npi« 


after  new  difcoveries,  and  orig 
timents. 

It  is  very  natural  for  younj 
be  vehement,  acrimonious,  an 
For,  as  they  fcldom  comprehcn 
all  the  confemtcnces  of  a  pof 
perceive  the  difficulties  by  whi< 
ant*  more  experienced  reafoncr 
Ihaincd  from  confidence, the}* ft 
conclufions  with  great  prccipitan 
ing  nothing  that  can  darken  oi 
rafs  the  queftion,  tliey  cxj»e6l  to  i 
own  opinion  univcrJliily  prcvaK 
.ttt  inclined  to  impute  unccita 
'  befitation  towjnt  of  honclly,  riit 
of  know]cdj»c.  I  may  pcrhap? 
fore,  be  reproached  by  my  livel 
fpondent,  when  it  ihall  be  foimi 
have  no  i-nclirat'on  to  pcrlen 
collcclors  of  fortuitous  knowlcti 
xivt  1k\.v<era^  cetyiired;  yet^as  I  > 
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to  be  much  pained  by  hafty  cen- 
fhiU  not  bj  afraid  of  taking  into 
on  thofe  whom  I  think  con- 
l  without  a  iufficicnt  knowledge 
'  caufe. 

lut  adopts  the  fentiments  of  ano- 
rfaom  he  has  reafon  to  believe 
lan  himfelf,  is  only  to  be  blamed 
te  claims  the  honours  which  are 
I  but  to  the  author,  and  endea- 
>  deceive  the  world  into  praiic  and 
ion;  for  Co  learn  is  tne  proper 
lof  vouth;  and  whether  we  in- 
Qur  knowledge  by  books  or  by 
atjon,  we  aiv  equally  indebted 
gn  aiFiftance. 

greater  part  of  (hidents  arc  not 
itii  abilities  to  conilru£l  fyltcms» 
mce  knowledge;  nor  can  haw 
pe  beyond  tliat  of  becoming  in- 
t  hearers  in  the  fchooU  of  art,  of 
i]>le  to  comprelicnd  what  others 
',  and  to  remember  what  others 
Even  ihofc  to  wliom  Providence 
otred  greater  flrcngtb  of  under- 
If  can  cxpeA  only  to  improve  a 
:ience.  In  every  other  part  of 
It  thcv  muft  be  content  to  follow 
By  wnich  they  are  not  able  to 
f|  andy  even  in  that  which  they 
I  peculiarly  their  own,  can  fel- 
d  more  than  fomc  fmaii  panicle 
riedgc  to  the  herediury  ilock  de- 
DO  them  from  ancient  times,  the 
«  labour  of  a  thoufand  intel- 

iimce»  which,  being  fixed  and  H- 
ImitB  of  no  other  variety  than  fuch 
;  from  new  methods  cf  diliribu- 
new  arts  of  illuftration,  the  ne- 
f  fulk>win^  the  traces  of  our  pre- 
s  is  indi^utably  evident;  but 
ipears  no  reafon,  why  imagina- 
uld  be  iubjtil  to  the  fame  re- 
It  might  be  conceived,  that  of 
10  profels  to  foriake  the  narrow 
'truth,  every  one  may  deviate  tc- 
L  different  point,  fincc  tliou»rh 
e  is  unifom)  and  fixed,  obli4u:ty 
infinitely  divcriified.  Theroails 
:e  are  narrow,  fo  that  they  who 
hem  muft  oitlter  follow  or  meet 
ihcr;  l>ut  in  the  bounJJds  rc- 
'  pofllbiliiy,  which  fi^ion  claims 
[cminion,  there  are  fnrcly  a  t'nou- 
ceiTcii  unexplored,  a  thouidiid 
ir.plucked,  a  thoufand  fountilns 
•ftcd,  combinations  of  iinai^«-ry 
•ferved,  and  races  of  ideal  ir.ha- 
lot  hiihcrto  dcfcribcd. 
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Yet,  whntex'cr  hope  may  perfiiade, 
or  reafon  evince,  experience  can  boaft  of 
very  few  additions  to  ancient  fable. 
The  wars  of  Troy,  and  the  travels  of 
Ulyfies,  liave  fumifhed  almoft  all  fuc- 
ceeding  poets  with  incidents,  charaflers, 
and  fentiments.  The  Romans  are  con- 
fcflcd  to  have  attempteil  little  more  than 
to  difplay  in  their  own  tungtie  the  inven- 
tions of  the  GR>ck5.  'J 'here  is,  in  all 
their  writings,  fuch  a  {H:rnctual  recur- 
rence of  ailufions  to  the  tales  of  the  fa- 
bulous age,  that  they  nnill  be  confe^Tcd 
often  to  want  that  power  of  giving  plea* 
fure  which  novelty  fupplies;  nor  can 
we  wonder  that  the)' cxrclIiNl  fo  much  in 
the  gmccs  of  diction,  wlit-n  we  confider 
how  raiiely  they  were  employed  in  iearcli 
of  nt-w  thoughts. 

The  warmcil  admirers  of  the  great 
Mantuan  port  can  extol  him  for  litrle 
more  than  the  ficill  with  which  he  has, 
by  making  his  hero  both  a  traveller  and 
a  warrior,  united  the  beauties  of  the 
Hind  and  the  Odyfley  in  one  compuli- 
rion:  yet  his  judgment  was  perhaps 
fomctinies  overlH)me  by  Iiis  a\-ai  ice  i>f 
chc  Homeric  tre:iiures;  and,  for  fear  of 
fullering  a  rp:»rkling  ornament  to  be  loll, 
he  has  inierftd  it  wliere  it  cannot  iliine 
with  it^s  original  fplendor. 

When  Uiylfts  viliitd  the  infcm  il  rv»- 
gions,  he  found,  among  the  heroes  that 
pcrifhcd  at  Troy,  his  competitor  AJax, 
who,  when  the  arms  of  Achilles  were 
adjudged  to  Ulylfes,  died  by  his  own 
hand  in  the  maiinefs  of  dilappointment. 
He  ilill  appeared  to  rcfcnt,  as  on  earth, 
his  loi's  and  difgrace.  UlyfTes  endea- 
voured to  pacify  him  with  praifes  and 
fubroimon  3  but  Ajax  wa  Iked  away  wi  th- 
out  reply.  Tlus  paffagc  has  always 
been  conftdci-cd  as  eminently  beautiful ; 
bccaufe  Ajax,  the  haughty  chief,  the 
unlettered  lbldier,ofiinJ?iakcn  courage, 
of  immoveable  conftancy,  but  witliout 
the  power  of  recommending  his  own 
virtues  by  eloquence,  or  enforcing  Ids 
aflcrtions  bv  any  other  argument  than 
the  fword,  ^ad  no  way  of^ making  his 
anger  known  but  by  gloomy  fuUenncfs 
and  dumb  ferocity.  His  hatad  of  a 
man  whom  he  conceived  to  have  defeat- 
ed iiim  only  by  volTibiiiiy  uf  tono[ur, 
was  therefore  n^tvra!ly:!iewn  by  filencc 
more  contemptuous  ar.d  piercing  than 
any  worJ^  that  To  ruiii:  an  oratoi  could 
have  found,  and  by  whirh  he  gjive  h  s 
ericrav  no  opp^^rtunity  ot  ciccrtm^  \'a'- 
only  power  u^  wtvk'uW  'm^  ^\iY«:^\vst. 
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^Vlirn  JBv.ri^  i<J  ff  nt  by  V|. -il  to  the 
ihadcs,  he  meets  Duio  the  qii-.^cii  of  Car- 
thage, whom  hi>  pciiiily  hatl  liurricd  to 
the  pave;  heaccoits  her  with  iend;;rnei"s 
and  cxcufps;  !mt  the  laily  turns  away 
like  Aiax  in  mute  difdain.  She  turns 
away  like  Ajax;  hut  (he  rcfembles  h'-m 
in  none  of  thofc  quahties  which  gave 
either  dignity  or  propriety  to  filence. 
She  might,  without  any  departure  from 
the  icnour  of  her  condu6>,  have  burft 
cut  like  other  injuj-eil  women  into  cla- 
mour, rcpit^Tch,  and  denunciation;  hut 
Virgil  had  his  imagination  full  of  Ajax, 
and  therefore  conlil  not  prevail  on  him- 
felf  to  teach  Dido  any  other  mgde  of 
^         refentmcnt. 

If  Vii-gil  could  he  thtis  fc«luccd  hy 
imitation,  there  will  h?  little  \\o\>e  that 
common  wits  fhouldelcapr;  and  acconl- 
ing^y  wc  find,  that  befi-lctthc  univerfd 
and  acknowlLdi;cd  pmflice  of  copying 
the  ancients,  thrrc  has  rrevnilcil  in  every 
age  a  pKfticular  i'pccics  of  fiction.  At 
one  time  all  truth  w.is  ronveytd  in  alle- 
gory; at  another,  nothing  v>-.\r>  fcon  but 
in  a  vifion;  at  one  period  all  the  poets 
followed  flicep,  and  every  f.'vent  proiluc- 
ed  a  paftoral;  at  another  thty  bufied 
thcmiclvcs  wholly  in  giving  dirc6lions 
to  A  painter. 

It  is  indeed  eafy  to  conceive  why 
any  fiifhion  Hiould  become  popidar,  by 
which  idlcncfs  is  favoured,  :tnd  imbe- 
cility adlUeil;  but  furtly  no  man  of  ge- 
nius can  m-.;ch  ai-.plaud  h-mfclf  for  rc- 
peuing  a  r:de  with  which  ihe  audience  is 
ah^-adytircd,  and  which  could  bring  no 
honour  to  any  but  it's  inventor. 

There  are,  I  think,  two  fchcmcs  of 
writing:,  on  which  the- laborious  wit^  of 
the  prefent  t^mc  employ  their  facultie*;. 
One  is  the  adaptation  of  fenfe  to  all  the 
rh;»"Tncs  which  oiir  language  can  fupply 
to  wme  word,  that  makes  the  burden  of 
tfic'ltinza;  but  tliis,  as  it  ha"*  been  only 
ulld  in  a  kind  of  amorous  burlclquc, 
can  fcarcefybe  ccnliired  with  much  acri- 
mony. The  other  is  the  imitation  of 
Spenfer,  which,  by  the  infiui-p.ce  of  fome 
iDv-n  cf  learning  and  genius,  fctins  likely 
■  to  tT^in  upon  the  age,  and  therefore  cle- 
liervcs  to  be  more  at!.tntivc'.y  c:"«ni:dtreJ, 


To  imitate  the  fii^ions  and  fentj. 
ments  of  Spenfer  can  incur  no  nproicli, 
for  allegory  is  perhaps  one  of  the  molt 
plcafing  vehicles  of  inltniftion.  Bui 
I  am  very  far  fix)m  extending  the  faoic 
rcfpe^  to  his  dt^ion  or  his  ftanza.  H:t 
Ityle  was  in  his  own  time  allo'^vrsd  to  be 
vicious,  fo  darkened  with  old  words acd 
jicculiarities  of  ^»hrafe,  and  fo  rtinotc 
from  common  ule,  that  Johnfon  boldif 
pronounces  him  tobaveivrilitMHolM'' 
guage.  His  ilanza  is  at  once  difficult 
and  unplcating;  tircfon^  to  the  ear  by 
it's  uniformity,  and  to  the  attention  lit 
it's  length.  It  was  at  firft  formed  ri 
imitation  of  the  Italian  poets,  wilhout 
due  regard  to  the  genius  of  our  lan- 
guage. The  Italians  have  little  vsrety 
of  termination,  and  wtn  forced  to  con- 
trive fuch  a  ftanza  as  might  admit  the 
greatcft  number  of  fimilar  rhymes j  hut 
our  words  end  with  fo  much  divcrfity, 
tluit  it  is  feldom  convenient  for  us  to 
bring  more  t!ian  two  of  the  fame  fouoJ 
together^  If  it  he  juftly  obfervetl  by 
^Iilton,  that  rhyme  obliges  poets  toa- 
prcfs  their  thouofhts  in  improper  temii, 
thcle  improprieties  muft  alw.iys  be  miil- 
tij)liv:d,  as  ihedilficulty  of  rhyme  is  in- 
cicaio'I  by  long  concatenations. 

Tiie  imitatois  of  S})cnfcr  art  indeed 
not  very  rigid  ccnfors  of  ihemfelvei, 
for  they  fcem  to  conclude,  that  wha 
they  have  disfigured  their  lines  with  1 
few  obfolete  fyllables,  they  have  accom- 
pli fhcd  their  dcfign,  without  confidering 
that  they  ought  not  only  to  admit  old 
word^,  but  to  avoid  new.  The  laws 
of  imitation  arc  broken  by  e\-cry  wold 
introduced  iincethe  time  of  Spenfer,  as 
the  cl;ara61er  of  Hc£lor  is  violated  by 
quoting  Ariftotlc  in  the  play.  It  would 
indeed  be  dilHcult  to  exclude  fromi 
long  poem  all  modern  phrafcs,  though 
it  is  tafy  lofprinklc  it  with  gleaning  of 
antiquity,  rcrhaps,  however,  theflyle 
of  Spenfer  might  bv  long  labour  be 
julMy  copied;  but  life  is  fu rely  given  oi 
for  higher  purpolcs  than  to  gatlierwhst 
o\ir  anccftors  nave  wiicly  thrown  avayt 
and  to  Icam  what  is  of  no  value*  but 
becaufe  it  has  been  forgotten. 
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NZSCTO  Q.UA  NATALl  SOLUM  DVLCEDJNZ  CVKCTOS* 
DCCIT. 


Ovid. 


»T  SECRET   CHARMS  OUE   NATIVE  LAKD  ATTRACTS. 


RING  is  more  fuHjc«5l  to 
ake  and  dir:rppointment  than 
,  mdgment  conconnng  the  ca- 
iificuity  of  any  unUtrtaking; 
e  fonn  otir  opinion  from  the 
cc  pf  others,  or  from  ab- 
ntemplation  of  the  tiling  to 
ed. 

cr  is  done  flcilfully  appears  to 
iih  cafej  and  art,  w!\en  it  is 
ircd  to  habit,  vani flies  from 
I.  Wc  arc  thcicfore  more 
€xcili-d  to  cmuiition,  by 
have  attained  the  highell  de- 
:cclltnce,  and  wlvom  we  can 
with  leaft  reafon  liopc  to  equal. 
iVing  the  probabihty  of  fuc- 
srevious  confulcration  of  the 
ig,  we  are  etpiaHy  in  danger 
ig  oiirfelves.  It  is  never  caly, 
poiFible,  to  comprile  the  feries 
ocefs  with  all  it's  circuin- 
cidents,  and  variritions,  in  a 
;  fcheme.  Exjvrience  loon 
the  tortiiofitics  of  imanlnaiy 
the  complications  of  fimpli- 
the  afpc'rities  of  fmoothnclis. 
fliculties  often  dart  up  fr<Mn 
ics  of  ait,  ftop  thfe  career  of 
■cprcfs  the  gaiety  of  c<mfi- 
1  when  wc  imagine  ourfelves 
be  end  of  our  laboun,  drive 
•  new  plans  and  different  mea- 

are  many  things  which  we 
(ee  others  unable  to  perform, 
»  have  even  ourlclvcs  mifcar- 
empting;  and  yet  canhartily 
DC  difficult;  nor  can  wc  for- 
ndcr  aficlh  at  every  new  fai- 
tpromifc  certainty  of  fuccefs 
tcfTay;  but  when  we  try,  the 
anccs  recur,  the  fame  inability 
d,  and  the  vexation  of  dtfap- 
maft  again  be  fuffcred. 
rarious  kinds  of  fpcaking  or 
rhicb  ferve  iMrceflity,  or  pro- 
BUe,  none  appears  ib  artleis  or 
pk  narration^  for  what  /hould 
that  knows  the  wliole  onJer 
tlk  of  an  M/fdir  imMe  to  re- 


late it?  Yet  we  hourly  find  fnch  at 
cndcivour  to  entertain  o^  inftru£V  us  by 
i*ecitals,  clouding  tlie  h£i&  which  they 
intend  to  illuftratc,  and  lofing  them** 
(elves  and  their  auditors  in  wdds  and 
inazcs,in  dtgrelllonand  confuiion.VVhea 
we  have  congratulated  ourielvcs  upon  a 
new  oppof>Lunity  of  enquiry,  and  new 
means  of  information,  it  often  hapens, 
that  without  defigning  either  deceit  or 
concealment,  without  ignorance  of  the 
fa6V,  or  unwillingnefs  to  difclole  It,  the 
relator  fills  the  ear  with  empty  founds^ 
harafles  the  attention  with  fruitlefs  im- 
patience, and  .dilhirhs  the  Imagination 
by  a  tumult  of  events,  without  order  of 
time,  or  train  of  conftxjuence. 

It  is  natiural  to  believe,  upon  the  famo 
principle,  that  no  wi'iter  has  a  more 
eaiy  talk  than  tlie  hiftonan.  The  phi- 
lofophcr  has  the  works  of  Omnifizierce 
to  examine;  ami  is  theri^'ore  engaged  ia 
diiquiritiotts,  to  which  finite  intelle^s 
are  utlciiy  unequal.  Tiie  poet  ti-ulU 
to  his  invention,  and  is  not  only  in  dan- 
ger of  thofe  inconfilicncies,  to  which 
every  one  is  expofed  by  departure  h'om 
truth,  but  may  be  cenfured  as  well  for 
deficiences  of  matter,  as  for  iri^gularity 
of  difpofition,  or  inipropiiety  of  orna- 
ment. But  the  happy  hiilonan  has  no 
other  Ubour  tlian  of  ^thcring  what 
tradirion  pours  down  l>tfore  him,  or  re- 
cords treafure  for  his  ufe.  He  has  only 
the  actions  and  defiens  of  men  like  him- 
felf  .to  conceive  and  to  relate;  he  is  not 
to  form,  but  copy  char.iol(trs,  and  there- 
fore is  not  blamed  for  theinconfillency 
of  Itatcfmcn,  the  ijijuftice  of  tyrants* 
or  the  cowardice  of  coramandeis.  The 
difficulty  of  making. variety  confident, 
or  uniting  probability  with  furprize, 
neeils  not  to  dillurb  him;  the  manneri 
and  adions  of  his  perfonages  aixi  al* 
really  fixed;  his  materials  are  provided 
and  put  into  his  hands,  and  lie  is  at  lei- 
fure  to  employ  all  his  powers  in  ari-ang- 
ing  and  difplayingthcm. 

Yei,  even  with  thefe  advantafju^  ver^ 
ffw  in  any  ape  VvavtV>owi^V>\t\oTi\^^ 
tbemlelves  to  icpuuxvQuV>Y"v^^^v«i^\iv^- 
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tories;  anH  smong  the  inmimcrable  au- 
thors, who  fill  cver>'  nation  with  ac- 
counts of  their  anceftors,  orunHertake 
to  ti-anfmit  to  futurity  the  c^rnts  of  their 
own  time,  the  greater  part,  when  fa(hion 
and  novelty  have  ceaft\l  to  rrcommend 
thtm,  arc  of  no  other  ufc  thi-n  chro- 
nological memorials,  which  nccefUty 
may  fometimts  reqxiirc  lo  be  conlulted, 
hut  which  fright  away  curiofity,  and 
difsud  delicacy. 

It  is  obl'ervcd,  th:il  our  nation,  which 
has  producwl  fo  m.my  autlmrs  eminent 
■  for  almofl  ever)'  othtr  fpecies  of  litera- 
ry excellence,  hi8  been  hitherto  rcm;:rk- 
ahjy  barren  of  hiftorical  geniu^j  and  fo 
far  has  this  defc6V  raifcd  prc^udict-s  a- 
gainft  us,  that  fomc  have  doubted,  whe- 
ther an  Enelifhman  can  llop  at  that  me- 
diocrity of  ftyle,  or  confine  his  mind  to 
that  even  tcnour  of  imagination  which 
jnarrative  requires. 

TTiey  who  can  belic\'e  that  nature  has 
ib  capricioudy  diftributed  underlbnding, 
have  furelv  no  claim  to  the  honour  of  fe- 
rious  confutation.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  fame  country  have  oppofitc  charac- 
ters in  different  ages }  the  prevalence  or 
negleft  of  any  particular  ftxidy  can 
pn>ceed  only  from  the  accidental  influ- 
tncc  of  fomc  ttmnomr)-  caufe;  and  if 
\vc  have  failed  in  niftory,  ve  can  have 
failed  only  bccatifc  hirtory  has  not  hi- 
therto been  diligently  cultivated. 

But  hew  is  ii  tvidenr,  that  we  have 
not  hiftorians  among  us,  whom  we  may 
venture  to  place  in  cmnparifon  with  any 
that  the  neighbouring  nations  can  pro- 
duce? The  attempt  of  Raleigh  is  dc- 
ftrvcdly  celebrated  for  the  Iabo\rr  of  hi» 
releirches,  and  the  elegance  of  his  rtyle; 
bur  he  has  endeavoured  to  exert  his 
judgment  more  than  his  genius,  to  fe- 
\tc\  fafts,  rather  than  adorn  themj  and 
has  produced  an  hiftorical  diflcrtation, 
but  leidom  rifen  to  the  mn.jeftyof  hiftory. 

The  works  of  Clarendon  deferve 
more  r::;nrd.  His  diftion  is  indeed 
ni  ithev  cx.u'lr  in  irfelf,  i»or  fuiied  to  the 
piirpofe  of  hift'^ry.  It  is  the  effut'ion  of 
a  mmd  crowded  with  ideas,  nnd  de- 
fiTous  of  imparting  them;  and  there- 
fore pIwujs  accumulating  words,  and 
involving  one  claufe  and  fcntrncc  in  an- 
orhi  r.  Rut  there  is  in  his  negligence  a 
a  nide  inartificial  majefty,  which,  with- 
rut  the  nicety  of  laboured  elegance, 
fwells  the  m^iid  by  it's  plenitude  and 
diffufiQft,  His  narration  i&  tiot  perba^ 
fulhcicnily  rapid,  being  ftop\it*i  looiiu- 


quently  by  particularities,  w^ich,t1ioQgh 
they  might  ftrike  the  author  who  wai 
prcfcnt  at  the  tronfaf^ions,  will  not 
equally  detain  the  attention  of  polilcrit^'. 
But  this  ignorance  or  carelelTnefs  of  the 
art  of  writing  is  amply  compeiifated 
by  his  knowledge  of  nature  and  of  po- 
licy, the  >vifdom  of  his  maxims,  the 
juftnefs  of  his  reafonings,  and  the  va- 
riety, dillinflneiSj  and  lirength  of  his 
characlers. 

But  none  of  our  writers  can,  in  uiy 
opinion,  juftly  conteft  the  fupirriorityof 
Knolles,  who,  in  his  hiftcry  of  the 
Turks,  has  difplayed  all  the  excellencici 
that  narration  can  admit.  His  ih'ki 
though  fomcwhat  obfcurcd  by  time, 
and  fometimes  vitiated  by  falfe  wit,  is 
pure,  nei-vous,  elevated,  and  clear.  A 
wonduful  multiplicity  of  e\'enti  is 
fo  artfully  arranged,  and  fo  ditlinfily 
explained,  that  each  facilitates  the  know- 
Icdpr  of  the  next.  Whencx-er  a  iwr 
pcrfonafire  is  introduced,  the  reader  il 
prepared  by  his  charafter  for  his  acliom; 
when  a  nation  is  firft  attacked,  orcii)' 
beiieged,  he  is  made  acquainted  with  it't 
hilVory,  or  fituationj  fo  that  a  great pirt 
of  the  world  is  brought  into  view.  The 
defcriptions  of  this  author  are  withcnt 
minutem-fs,  an<l  the  digrtflions  withoaC 
often  ration.  Collateral  events  are  fo 
artfully  woven  into  the  contexture  of  hit 
principal  ftory,  that  they  cannot  be  dif« 
joined,  without  leaving  it  lacei-ated  and 
brokep .  There  is  nothing  turgid  in  hit 
dignity,  nor  fuperfluous  in  his  copiouf- 
nefs.  His  orations  only^  which  ho 
feigns,  like  the  ancient  hiftorians,  to 
have  been  pronounced  on  nrnQaikoblo 
occafion^,  are  tedious  and  Unguid;  and 
fince  they  are  merely  the  voluntary  fporti 
of  imagination,  prove  how  much  the 
moft  judicious  and  fliilful  may  be  mif- 
taken,in  the  eilimate  of  their  ownpewexs. 

Nothing  could  have  funk  this  author 
in  obfcunty,  but  the  remotenefs  and 
barbarity  of  the  people  whofe  ftory  he 
relates.  '  It  feldom  happens,  that  all 
circumitances  concur  to  happinefs  or 
fame.  The  nation  which  produced  thift 
great  hiftorlan  has  the  gnef  of  feeing 
his  grniMS  employed  upon  a  foreign  and 
iinintcreftin;::  fub;e£t;  and  thit  writCTi 
who  might  have  fecured  perpetuity  to  bis 
name,  by  a  hi  ftory  of  his  own  couBtiTi 
has  expofed  himfeff  to  the  danger  of  bb« 
livion,  by  recounting  enterprizes  nd 
tevnlMtianS)  of  which  none  define  tote 
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Hob. 


ClBBCH» 


TO  THE  RAMBLER. 

» U  G  H  I  have  fo  long  found 
felf  deluded  by  projefts  of  ho- 
diftin£lion,  that  I  often  refolve 
them  no  more  into  my  heart; 
leterminately  foevcr  excluded, 
lys  recover  their  dominion  by 
i-alagem;  and  whenever,  after 
ft  relaxation  of  vigilance,  rea- 
caution  return  to  meir  charge, 
hope  again  in  poflfeflion,  with 
a  in  of  pleafures  dancing  about 

vhilc  I  am  preparing  to  write  a 
*  difappointed  expe6lations,  I 
rbear  to  flatter  myfelf,  that  you 
readers  are  impatient  for  my 
Qce ;  and  that  the  fons  of  learn- 
aid  down  feveral  of  your  late 
th  difcontent,  when  they  found 
^capelus  had  delayed  to  continue 
ivt. 

le  defire  of  gratifying  the  ex- 
( that  I  have  raiiea,  is  not  the 
rive  of  this  relation,  which, 
ice  proniifed  it,  I  think  myfelf 
r  at  libeity  to  forbear.     For 

may  have  wifhed  to  clear  my- 
cvcry  other  adhefion  of  track, 
tiall  be  always  wife  enough  to 

punctuality,  and  amidft  all 
irts  of  politencfs,  continue  to 
gligence,  and  deleft  falsehood. 
3ic  death  of  my  brother  had 
me  from  the  dudes  of  a  ftiop, 
ed  myC(l£  as  reftored  to  the 
my  buth,  and  entitled  to  the 
reception  which  my  anceftors 

I  was,  however,  embarraf- 
lany  diflicultics  at  my  firft  re- 
nt© the  world ;  for  my  hafte 
ntleman  inclined  me  to  pre- 
leafures;  and  every  accident 
J  me  back  towai'ds  my  old 
1$  confidtTfd  by  me  as  an  ob- 
if  my  happincfs. 
vith  no  common  ^jief  and  in- 
duttlfouad  njjrftn-mer  cona- 


panions  ftill  daring  to  claim  my  notice> 
and  the  journeymen  and  apprentices 
fometimes  pulling  me  by  the  fteeve  as  I 
was  vtralkins^  in  the  ftreet,  and  without 
any  terror  of  my  new  iword,  which  was, 
notwithftanding,  of  an  uncommon  fiic, 
inviting  me  to  partake  of  a  bottle  at  the 
old  houfe,  and  entertaining  me  with 
hiftories  of  the  girls  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. I  had  always,  in  my  official 
ftate,  been  kept  in  awe  by  lace  and  em- 
broidery; and  imagined  that  to  fright 
away  thefe  unwelcome  familiarities,  no- 
thing was  neceflary,  but  that  I  ftiould, 
by  fplcndor  of  drefs,  proclaim  my  re- 
union with  a  hieher  rank.  I  therefore 
fcnt  for  my  taylor;  ordered  a  fuit  with 
twice  the  ufual  quantity  of  lace;  and  that 
I  might  not  let  my  perfecutors  increaic 
their  confidence,  by  the  habit  of  4c- 
cofting  me,  ftaid  at  home  till  it  was 
made. 

This  week  of  confinement  I  paflTed  in 
pra^lifmg  a  forbidden  frown,  a  fraile  of 
condefcenfion,  a  flight  falutation,  and 
ah  abrupt  departure;  and  in  four  morn- 
ing was  able  to  turn  upon  my  heel 
with  fo  much  levity  and  fprightlinefs, 
that  I  made  no  douot  of  difcouraging 
all  publick  attempts  upon  my  dignity. 
I  therefore  iffuod  forth  in  my  new  coat» 
with  a  refolution  of  dazzling  intimacy 
to  a  fitter  diftance;  and  plealed  myfelf 
with  the  timidity  and  reverence  which 
I  fliould  imprefs  upon  all  who  had  hitlier- 
to  prellimea  to  harafs  me  with  their  free- 
doms. But,  whatever  was  the  caufe,  I- 
did  not  find  myfelf  received  with  any 
new  degree  of  refjpeCl ;  thofe  whom  I  in- 
tended to  drive  from  me,  ventured  to 
advance  with  their  ufual  phrafes  of  bene- 
volence; and  thofe  whofe  acquaintance  I 
fblicited  grew  more  fupercilious  and  re- 
ferved .  I  began  loon  to  repent  the  expense, 
by  wliich  I  had  procurra  no  advantage, 
and  to  Cufyt^  tluit  a  fhinine  dreis,  like 
a  weighty  weapon,  has  no  torcein  itfelf, 
but  owes  a\\  iVs  effikcikCj  \o\caii  ^^«x 
wears  it. 
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Many  wrre  the  mortifications  and 
crihmitics  which  I  was  condemned  to 
fuffer  in  my  initiation  to  politcnefs.  I 
w.is  fo  much  tortured  by  the  inccfTant 
civilities  of  my  companions,  that  I  ne- 
ver pafTed  rhro\i£jh  that  region  of  the 
city  but  in  1  chn-r  with  the  curtains 
drawn;  and  atlaft  left  mykxlirings,  and 
fixcil  myillf  in  the  verp!  of  the  court. 
Here  I  endeavoured  to  be  thought  a 
genileni.^n  jurt  returned  from  his  ti-avels, 
and  w;iR  uleafed  to  have  my  landlord 
believe,  tnat  I  was  in  fomc  danger  from 
importunate  creditors  j  but  this  fchemc 
was  quiciily  defeated  by  a  formal  depu- 
tation lent  to  offer  me,  though  I  had 
BOW  retired  from  butlnefs,  the  freedom 
of  my  comp".ny. 

I  w.is  now  detefted  in  trade,  and 
therefore  i-cfolved  to  Iby  no  longer.  I 
hired  another  apann.ent,  and  changed 
my  fervanls.  Here  I  lived  vcr)'  happily 
for  thi-ee  months,  and,  with  fee  ret  fa- 
tisfa^ion,  often  overheard  the  family 
celebrating  the  great  nefs  and  felicity  of 
the  efquirc;  though  the  converfation  icl- 
dom  ended  without  fomc  complaint  of 
my  covet oiifntfs,  or  fomc  a-mark  upon 
my  lasipiage  or  my  gall.  I  now  be- 
gan to  venture  into  the  publick  walks, 
and  to  know  the  faces  of  nobles  and 
bcauticsj  but  cculd  not  obferve,  with- 
out wonder,  as  I  pafliivi  by  them,  how 
frequently  they  were  talking  of  a  taylor. 
I  longffl,  hcvvevcr,  to  be  admitted  to 
converflition,  and  was  fomcwhat  weary 
of  walking  in  crowds  \^iihout  a  com- 
panion, yit  continued  to  come  and  go 
with  the  reft,  till  a  lady  whom  I  cnilca- 
▼oujed  to  proieft  in  a  crowded  palTage, 
as  (he  was  aboutto  (K-p  into  her  chariot, 
thanked  me  for  my  civility,  and  told  mc, 
that,  as  (he  had  often  diftinguiihed  me 
for  my  modcft  and  refptfttul  behavi- 
our, whenever  I  fet  up  for  myfelf,  I 
mttrht  expe^l  to  fee  her  among  my  firft 
cuftomers. 

Here  was  an  end  of  all  my  ambula- 
ttiry  projects .  I  indeed  ft  mttimes  entc  r- 
ed  tiie  walks  again,  but  was  always 
blaftcd  by  this  definitive  lady,  whofc 
xniJchicvous  gcr.crotity  recommcmled  me 
to  her  acquaint:ince.  Being  therefore 
forced  to  praf) lie  my  adi'iititious  chu- 
Tsiclcr  upon  another  iiagc,  I  betook  my- 
frff  to  a  coftce-houfe  fre({uented  by  wits, 
among  whom  I  learned  in  a  (hort  time 
the  crtnt  or  critioifm,  and  talked  fo 
loudly  -dud  volubly  of  naturci  andaoxi- 


ners,  and  fentiment,  and  di£lion,  and 
fimilics,  and  contrails,  and  aflion,  and 
pronunciation,  that  I  was  often  dedr- 
ed  to  lead  the  hifs  and  clap,  and  wai 
feare<l  and  hated  by  the  players  and  the 
poets.  Many  a  lentence  have  I  hifW 
which  I  did  not  imderfland,  and  many 
a  groan  have  I  utterei!  wl;en  the  ladies 
vs^i-e  weeping  in  the  boxes.  At  lali  a 
miilgnant  author,  v/hol'c  performance  I 
had  pcrfecutcd  through  the  nine  iiichts, 
wrote  an  epigram  T:pon  Tape ihe  criiick, 
whicli  drove  mc  from  the  pit  for  ever. 

My  dcfire  to  be  a  fine  genilcnvinftill 
continued:  I  therefore,  after  a  Ihort 
fulpcnce,  chofe  a  new  fct  of  fritr.dsal 
the  gaming-table,  and  was  for  fomc 
time  pl.-afed  with  the  civility  and  optn- 
ncfs  with  which  I  found  myfelf  treaicd. 
I  was  indeed  obliged  to  plav  j  but  being 
naturally  timorous  and  vigilant,  was  ne- 
ver lurprifed  into  large  Iiims,  Vf\ax 
mi^ht  have  been  the  cor.lequencc  of  long 
faniiliarity  with  thcfe  plimdo'crs,  I  had 
not  an  opportunity  of  knowing;  fcr 
one  night  the  conliables  entered  ana  feiz- 
ed  us,  and  I  was  once  more  compelled 
to  fmk  into  my  former  condition,  by 
fending  for  my  old  toailer  to  attcft  my 
chara£ler. 

When  I  was  deliberating  to  what  tww 
qualifications  I  fhould  alpire,  I  was  fum- 
mnned  into  the  coxmtry,  by  an  account 
of  my  father's  death.  Here  1  had  hopes 
of  bein^^  able  todiftinguiih  myfelf,  and 
to  fupport  the  honour  of  my  family.  I 
therefore  bought  guns  and  horfesjaud, 
tonti-aiy  to  the  expc^ation  of  the  te- 
nants, incrcafed  the  falary  of  tlic  huntl- 
nian.  But  when  I  entered  the  ticldi 
it  was  loon  difcovered  that  I  was  not 
deftined  to  the  glories  of  the  chace.  I 
was  afraid  of  th-jrns  in  the  ihickct,  and 
of  din  in  ihc  niarfn;  I  fliivered  on  the 
brink  of  a  river  while  the  fportlhiaa 
cioffedit,  and  trembled  at  the  fight  of  a 
five-bar  gate.  Wbgn  the  ijport  and 
danger  weit  uver,  I  was  llill  equally 
difconcerted  j  for  I  was  tifcminate, 
though  notddicatCy  and  could  only  join 
a  fceFdywhii'periDj;  voice  in  the  claincurs 
of  tht:ir  triumpl^ 

A  fall,  by  which  my  ribs  were  brok- 
en, focm  recalled  me  to  domeliick  plea- 
fures,  and  I  exeritd  all  my  art  to  obtain 
the  favoui-  of  the  neighbouring  Iadie$; 
but  wherever  I  came,  there  v/asalwav* 
fomeunlucky  c  onverfation  upon  ribbastUf 
&\\c\.%,  ^\\v^«  Qix  >^s:m1«  which  drove  all 
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:  of  compliments  out  of  my  me* 
id  overwhelmed  me  with  fhaxne 
6lion. 

I  paiTed  the  ten  firft  years  after 
h  of  my  brother,  in  which  I 
med  at  lad  U>  reprefs  that  am- 
hich  I  could  never  gratify;  and, 
jf  wafting  more-  of  my  life  in 
eavours  after  accomplimmcnts. 


which,  if  not  early  acguired,  no  endea- 
vours can  obtain,  I  ihall  conEne  mj  009 
to  thole  higher  excellencies  whicK  are 
in  every  man's  power^  and  though  I 
cannot  enchant  aft'e^ion  by  elegviceand 
eafe,  hope  to  iecure  eftcem  by  hoocfty 
and  truth.  I  am,  &c. 

MxSOCAPSLUf. 


S""  CXXIV.     SATURDAY,  MAY  25,   1751. 


■TACTTtJM  8YLVAS   INTER   REPTARI  SALUBRPS, 
7RANTEM  Q.OICQ^UID   DICNUM   SAPZENTE  BONOQ_UE  EST. 


Hob. 


O  RANCF.  IK   STLEVCE    TRROVCH  EACH    HKALTHPUL  WOOD, 
ND  MUSE  what's  WORTHY  OP   THS  WISE  AND  OOOD. 

Elprinstoit. 


I  feafon  of  the  year  Is  now  come, 
which  the  theatres  arc  fhiit  and 
•tables  forfaktn ;  the  rei;ions  of 
ire  for  a  while  impeoplcd,  and 
leads  out  her  votaiies  to  groves 
:lens,  to  III  11  fcenes  and  erratick 
tions.  Thofe  who  have  parted 
onths  in  a  continual  tumult  of 
I ;  who  have  never  opened  their 
lie  momintj,  but  upon  fome  new 
nent;  nor  llept  at  night  without 
I  of  dances,  mufick,  and  good 
«•  of  foft  fighs,  and  humble  fup- 
13;  mnft  now  retire  to  diftant 
rs,  where  the  firens  of  flattery  are 
to  be  heard,  where  beauty  fpar- 
hout  pi-aifc  or  envy,  and  wit  is 
only  ny  the  echo, 
think  it  one  of  the  mod  import- 
es  of  focial  benevolence  to  give 
;  of  the  approach  of  calamity, 
y  timely  prevention  It  may  be 
fide,  or  by  preparatory  meafures 
eafily  endured,  I  cannot  feci  the 
ig  warmth,  or  obferve  the  length - 
lys,  without  confidcring  the  con- 
f  my  fair  readers,  who  arc  now 
ig  to  leave  all  that  has  fo  long 
I  their  hours,  all  from  which  they 
sen  accuftomed  to  hope  for  (le- 
nd who,  till  fafliion  prcclaims 
ty  of  returning  to  the  feats  of 
nd  elegance,  muft  endure  the 
fquire,  the  fobcr  houfcwifc,  the 
Dtfman,  or  the  formal  parfon,  the 
bftreuerous  jollity,  or  the  dulnefs 
ential  inftni^ion;  vinthout  any 
but  to  the  gloom  of  iblitude, 
>cy  will  yet  find  greater  incon- 
es,  ftnd  muft  learn,  however  un- 
r,  to  eadare  themiclvc$f 


In  winter,  the  life  of  tlie  polite  and 
gay  may  be  faid  to  roll  on  witn  a  ftrong 
and  rapid  cuiTcntj  they  float  along  from 
pleafure  to  pleafure,  without  the  trouble 
of  regulating  their  own  motions,  and 
purfue  the  courfc  of  the  ftream  in  all  Ae 
felicity  of  inattention;  content  thatthqr 
find  themfelves  in  pfogreiHon,  and  cart- 
lefs  whither  they  are  going.  But  the 
months  of  fummer  are  a  kind  of  fleeping 
ftagnation  without  wind  or  tide,  where 
they  are  left  to  force  themfelves  forward 
by  thttr  own  labour,  and  to  direft  their 
pflage  by  their  own  (kill;  and  where, 
if  they  have  not  fome  interna]  principle 
of  activity,  thry  muft  be  ftranacd  upoti 
fhallows,  or  lie  torpid  in  a  perpetual 
calm. 

There  are,  indeed,  fome  to  whom  this 
univcrfal  diffolution  of  gay  focietics  af- 
fords a  welcome  opportunity  of  quitting, 
without  difgi-acc,  the  poft  which  they 
have  found  themfelves  unable  to  main- 
tain ;  and  of  feeming  to  i-etreat  only  at 
the  call  of  nature,  from  aftemMies  where, 
aftci-  a  (hort  triumph  of  uncontefted  fu- 
periority,  they  are  overpowered  by  Ibme 
newintiiideroffofterelcganccorfpright* 
lier  vivacity.  By  thcfe,  hopclefs  of  vic- 
tory, and  yet  a(hamed  to  confefs  a  con-» 
queft,  the  furonser  is  regarded  as  %  re- 
leafc  from  the  fatiguing  fervicc  of  cele- 
brity, a  difmi/Gon  to  more  certain  joys 
and  a  fafcr  empire.  They  now  fulaco 
themfelves  vnth  the  influence  which  they 
ftiall  obtain,  where  they  have  no  rival 
to  fear;'  and  with  the  luftre  which  they 
ftiall  cflPufe,  when  nothing  can  be  f«en 
of  brighter  fplendour,  Thc^  \tt\^^t^c> 
v/kHQ  they  arc  ^wf^^tk^^Q^  ^^^  ^a>K- 
wy,  the  admu'iuoTv  >n\^  hAx\<S\  V^ 
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nillick.s  will  crowd  about  them;  plan 
the  laws  of  a  new  afTemblyj  or  contrive 
to  delude  provincial  ipjnomncc  with  a 
fi6litiods  mode.  A  thoiifand  pleaHng 
cxpe£lations  fwarm  in  the  fancy;  and 
all  the  approaching  weeks  are  filled  with 
diftin^lions,  honours,  and  authority. 
.  But  others,  who  hnve  lately  entered 
the  world,  or  have  yet  had  no  proofs  of 
it's  inconftancyanddcferiion,  are  cut  off, 
by  this  cruel  intemiption,  from  the  en- 
joymeiit  of  their  preropativtrs,  and  doom- 
ed to  lofc  four  months  in  ina6^ivc  ob- 
fcurity.  Many  complaints  do  vexation 
and  defire  extort  from  thole  exiled  ty- 
rants of  tlie  town,  agalnft  the  inexorable 
fun,  who  purfues  his  courfe  without  any 
regard  to  love  or  beauty;  and  vifits  ei- 
ther tropick  at  the  Itated  time,  whether 
ihunned  or  courted,  deprecated  or  im- 
plored. 

To  them  who  leave  the  places  of  pub- 
lick  refort  in  the  full  bloom  of  reputa- 
tion, and  withdraw  from  admiration, 
courtfliip,  fxibiniiTton,  and  npplaufe,  a 
rural  triumph  can  give  nothing  equiva- 
lent. The  pi-aife  of  i;;noriMce,  and  the 
fubjeflion  of  weaknels,  are  little  regard- 
ed by  beauties  who  have  been  accuftom- 
cd  to  more  important  conquefts,  and 
more  valuable  pancgyricks.  Nor  in- 
deed fhould  the  powers  which  have  maile 
havock  in  the  theatres,  or  borne  down 
rivalry  in  courts,  be  degraded  to  a  mean 
attack  upon  the  untrnvdled  heir,  or  ig- 
noble contcft  with  the  ruddy  milkmaid. 
How  then  muft  four  l(>n;jj  months  be 
worn  away?  Four  month:^,  in  which  there 
will  be  no  routs,  no  (hews,  noridottos;  in 
which  vifits  nuift  be  regulated  by  the  wea- 
ther, and  alVemblics  will  dcjx;nd  upon  the 
moon!  The  Platonillsiruiglne,  that  the 
future  punifhment  of  thofo  who  have  in 
this  life  deb:ifed  their  rcafon  l>v  fuhicc- 
tion  to  their  fenfes,  ami  have  preferred  the 
grofs gratifications  of  lewdnefs  and  luxu- 
ry, to  the  pure  and  fublimc  felicitv  of 
virtue  and  contemplation,  will  aiife  fi'om 
the  predominance  and  felicitations  of 
the  lame  appetites,  in  a  Oate  which  can 
fuinifti  no  means  of  appcafing  them.  I 
cannot  but  fufpcft  that  Itils  month, 
brijrht  with  funlhine,  and  fragrant  with 
pcrfum'-s;  tliis  month,  which  covers  the 
meadow  with  verdure,  and  decks  the 
p-ardens  witli  all  the  mixtures  of  colori- 
Tick  radi  ince;  this  month>  from  which 
the  man  of  fancy  expciSls  new  infufions 
o/'mi.i^rerv,  and  the  naturalift  new  fcenes 
of  ve^crwition;  this  n^onth  w\\\  cVi\iv 
down  jnuiDCuiles  to  like  Platumck  p<i- 
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nance  of  dcfire  without  en'oymcrst,  ani 
hurry  them  from  the  higheft  fatisfsc- 
tions,  which  they  have  yet  Icamdto 
conceive,  into  a  ftatc  of  liopelcfs  wilhc* 
and  pining  recolleftion,  where  the  c^-ccf 
vanity  will  look  round  for  admiration 
to  no  purjx^fe,  and  the  hand  of  avarice 
fhuffle  cards  in  a  bower  with  ineffl-ftual 
dexterity. 

From  the  tedloufnefs  of  this  mchn- 
cholv  ruriKufion  of  life,  I  would  wil- 
lingly preferve  thofl^  who  are  expoll'd  to 
it,  only  by  inexj>enence;  who  want  not 
inclination  to  wifdom  or  virtue,  though 
they  have  l>etn  diHTipated  by  negligence, 
or  milled  by  example;  and  who  would 
gladly  find  the  way  to  rational  happi- 
nefs,  though  it  (hould  be  necelTaryto 
ftruggle  with  habit,  and  abandon  fafhion. 
To  theft-  many  arts  of  f|x-ndiiig  tiine 
might  be  recommended,  which  would 
neither  fadden  the  prcfcnt  hour  with 
wearinefs,  nor  tlie  future  with  repent- 
ance. 

It  would  Cf.em  impoflible  to  a  folitaiy 
fjxrcuiatiil,  that  a  human  being  can  want 
employment.  To  be  Iwrn  in  ignorance 
with  a  capacity  of  knowledge,  and  to  be 
placed  in  the  mldit  of  a  worUl  filled  with 
variety,  j>erpetually  prelTmg  upon  the 
fenfes  and  irritating  cur'ofity,  is  furelya 
fufficient  ftcurity  againft  the  languilh- 
mcnt  of  inattention.  Novelt}'  is  indeed 
necelTary  to  prclciTc  eagemefs  and  ala- 
crity; but  art  and  nature  have  ftores  in- 
cxhauftihle  by  human  intelle£ls;  and 
ever>-  momf-nt  produces  fomething  new 
to  him  who  has  quickened  his  faculties 
by  diligciit  obfcrvation. 

Some  lludies,  for  which  the  coimtry 
and  the  lu miner  afford  |>eculiar  opportu- 
nities, I  iliuil  perhaps  endeavour  to  re- 
commend in  a  future  cfTay;  but  if  there 
be  any  apprehcnfion  not  apt  to  admit 
unaccuilonied  ideas,  or  any  attention  (0 
(lubborn  and  inflexible,  as  not  cafily  to 
comply  with  new  dii^c^ions,  even  tliefe 
obltructicns  cannot  exclude  the  pleafure 
of  application;  for  there  is  a  hieher  and 
nobler  employment,  to  which  all  facul- 
ties are  adapted  by  him  who  gave  them. 
The  duties  of  religion,  fincerely  and  re* 
giiiaily  pcrformeil,  will  always  l<  fuf- 
ficient to  exalt  the  meaned,  and  to  cxer- 
ciie  the  hij»hei>,  undcrllandine.  That 
mind  will  never  be  vacant,  which  is  ftc- 
ciucntly  recalled  by  flatcd  duties  to  me- 
ditations on  eternal  intercfts;  nor  can 
any  hour  be  long,  which  is  fpcnt  in  ob* 

\?AtV\\\^  ^QVU^  T«?*l  Q^X3^V^\U^\VC»^  €i4C  C«W» 
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N'CXXV.     TUESDAY,   MAY  28,  1751. 

DESCRirTAS   SESVAITE   VICES,    OPKRUMqVI   COLORES, 
CUR   SCOy  SI  KEqjUEO  IGNOKOq^UE,    POETA   5ALUT0E? 

Hot. 

BUT  ir,    THROUGH  WEAKNESS,  OR   MV  WANT   OF    ART, 
1  can't  to  EV*RY   DIFFERENT   STYLE   IMPART 

the  profkr  strokes  and  colours  it  may  claim9 
why  am  i  honoured  with  a  po£t*s  name  ? 

Francis. 


is  one  of  the  maxims  of  the  civil 
w,  that  definitions  are  kazardous, 
gs  ino(li6cd  hy  human  underftand- 

fubjeft  to  varieties  of  compiica- 
and  changeable  as  experience  ad- 
s    knowledge,  or  accident    influ- 

caprice,  are  Icarcely  to  be  includ- 

any  ftandine  form  of  expreflion, 
ifc  they  are  always  fufFering  foine 
tion  of  their  ilate.  Definition  is, 
i,  not  the  province  of  man;  every 

is  fet  above  or  l>elow  our  facul- 

The  works  and  operations  of  na- 
rc  too  great  in  their  extent,  or  too 

dift'ufed  in  their  relations,  and  the 
rmances  of  art  t<x>  inconltant  and 
tain  to  be  rciluced  to  any  deter- 
;c  idea.  It  is  impoffihlc  to  iniprcfs 
our  minds  an  adtquate  and  lull  re- 
itation  of  an  oh 'eel  fo  great  tliat 
m  niver  take  it  into  our  view,  or 
(table   that  it  is  always  chang'ng 

our  eye,  and  hns  already  loft  it's 
while  we  are  labouring  to  conceive 

finitions  have  been  no  Icfs  difficult 
certain  in  criticlfms  than  in  law. 
nation,  a  licentious  and  vagrant 
y,  unfufceptihle  of  limitations, 
npatient  of  itftraint,  has  always 
soured  to  baffle  the  logician,  to 
X  the  confines  of  diftin6Vion,  and 
the  inclofurcs  of  regularity.  There 
icfore  fcarcely  any  fpccies  of  writ- 
>f  which  we  can  tell  what  is  it's 
5,  and  what  are  it's  conftituents ; 
new  genius  produces  fome  inno- 
,  which,  when  invented  and  ap- 
ly  fubvcrts  the  rules  which  the 
:e  of  foregoing  authors  had  efta- 
I. 

ncdy  hat  been  pa'ticularly  un- 
iouf  to  definen;  for  though  per- 
ley  might  properly  have  contented 
dfc«  with  declajing  it  to  be/ucb 
matick  rrprifentation  of  human 
smjfffxcite  mirth,  they  have  em- 
k/  tbejr  definition  with  the  means 


by  which  the  comick  writers  attain  their 
end,  without  confidering  that  the  vari- 
ous methods  of  exhilarating  xheir  audi- 
ence, not  being  limited  by  nature,  cao- 
not  be  comprifed  in  precept.  Thu% 
fome  make  comedy  a  reprefentatioo  cf 
mean,  and  others  of  bad  nicnj  foiae 
think  that  it's  effencc  confifts  in  the  un- 
importance, others  in  the  fi£)itiotifne& 
of  the  tranfaftion.  But  any  man's  re- 
flciStions  will  informhim,  thatevery  dra^ 
raatick  compofition  which  raifes  iniith 
is  comick  j  and  th:it,  to  laiie  mirth^  k 
is  by  no  means  univerfally  necellGirjr 
that  the  perfonages  Should  be  either 
mean  oi"  corrupt,  nor  always  requifite 
that  the  a5^ion  fliould  he  trivial,  nor 
ever  that  it  ihould  be  fiftitious. 

If  the  two  kinds  of  dramutick  poetry 
had  bckjn  defined  only  by  their  efie^ls 
upon  the  mind,  fome  abiiirditics  might 
have  been  prevented,  with  which  the 
compofitions  of  our  greateft  poets  are 
dife^raced,  who,  for  want  of  ibme  let- 
tied  ideas  and  accurate  diitin6\ions,  hare 
unhappily  confounded  tragick  with 
comick  fentiments.  They  ftem  to  have 
thought,  that  as  the  meannefs  of  per- 
fonages confHtuled  comedy,  their  great- 
ncfs  was  fufHcient  to  form  a  tragedy; 
and  that  nothing  was  nt-ceflary  but  tha£ 
they  ihould  crowd  the  frene  with  mo- 
narchs,  and  generals,  and  guards;  and 
muke  them  talk,  at  certain  intervals, 
of  the  downfal  of  kingdoms,  and  the 
rout  of  armies.  They  have  not  con- 
fidered  that  thoughts  or  incidents,  in 
thcmfelvcs  ridiculo\is,  grow  Hill  more 
grotefque  by  the  folenmity  of  fuch  cha- 
ia6>ersj  that  leafon  and  nature  are  uni- 
form and  inflexible;  and  that  what  it 
delpicable  and  abfurd  will  not,  by  any 
aObciation  with  fplendid  titles,  become 
rational  or  great;  thatthemo(\  important 
aflfairs,  by  an  intermixture  of  qin  ua* 
feafonable  ItvU^i  va^Y  ^  irevaAt  twv- 
temptible-,  and  i\vat  xV  to^^eft  oi  to^\?f 
can  give  no  dismiN  U>  notvfeTvfeo^  \.o\<:Xv>j  • 
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•  Comedy,''  fays  Horarc,  *  fometimrs 
*  raifes  her  voice;*  and  tragrdy  may 
likrwifc  on  proper  ocoilions  abate  her 
dignity;  but  as  the  comick  pcrlbna^s 
can  only  depart  from  their  tamiliarity 
of  ftyle,  when  the  more  violent  paAion^ 
are  put  in  motion,  the  heroes  and  queens 
of  tragedy  fhould  never  dcfccnd  to  trifle, 
but  in  the  hours  of  eafc  and  inter- 
mifllons  of  danger.  Vet  in  the  tragedy 
of  Don  Sebaftian,  when  the  king  of 
Portugal  is  in  the  hands  of  his  enemy, 
and  having  juft  drawn  the  lot,  by  which 
he  is  condemned  to  die,  breaks  out  into 
a  wild  boaft  that  his  duft  fhall  take 
polTefTion  of  Africk,  the  dialogue  pro- 
ceeds thus  between  the  cnptivc  and  his 
conqueror-. 

Muley  Moluch.  What  fliall  I  do  to  con- 
quer thee? 

Seb.  ImpoflTiblel 
Souls  know  no  conquerors. 

M»  MoU  I'll  ihew  thee  for  a  monfter  thro' 
my  Africk. 

Sch»  No,  thou  canft  only  ihew  me  for  a 
man: 

Africk  is  (lorM  with  mnnflers)  man's  a  pro- 
digy 
Thy  fubic<Hs  have  nt  fecn. 

M.  Mel.     Thou  tAkW  as  if 
Still  at  the  head  nr  battle. 

Seh.  Thou  miftak'ft. 
For  thrre  I  woulH  not  talk. 

BenducaTf  tie  Mimjlcr*  Sure  he  would 
deep. 

This  converfation,  with  the  Cxy  re- 
mark of  the  rainider,  ran  only  be  fuund 
not  to  be  comick,  bccaulc  it  wants 
the  probability  neccffary  to  reprefenta- 
tions  of  common  life,  and  degenerates 
too  much  towards  buffoonr)'  and  farce. 

The  fame  play  aifords  a  fmart  return 
of  the  general  to  the  emperor,  who,  en- 
forcing his  orders  for  the  death  of  Sc- 
baf^ian,  vents  his  impatience  in  this  ab- 
rupt threat: 

No  more  replies, 
Burfcc  thou  do'ft  it:  Or— • 

To  which  Dorax  anfwers, 

Choak  in  rhr.t  threat:  I  can  fay  Or  2% 
loud. 

A  tborfand  inftances  of  fnch  impro- 
^icr.y  init-hr  be  produced,  were  not  ore 
fcene  in  Anrong-Zebc  fufiicient  to  ex- 
emplify it.  Indamora,  a  caprive  queen, 
having  Aureng-Zebe  for  her  lover,  tm- 
ploys  Arimanr,  to  whofc  charge  (he  had 
^ctn  intruu^rdi  and  whom  ihe  ludcuudft 


fenfible  of  her  charm?,  to  cirry  a  mef- 
fage  to  his  rival. 

Akimant,  %t,tth  a  letter  in  bit  hgnii  Ijr- 

DAMORA. 

Arim>  And  I  the  mefleoger  to  him  froB 
you? 
Your  empire  you  to  tyrartny  purfue: 
You  lay  commands,  both  cruel  and  nnjuft, 
To  ferre  my  riral,  and  bctrry  my  truft. 
/«//.  Vou  firft  betray'd  your  tmft  in  lov- 
ing mc: 
And  (hould  not  I  my  own  advantage  fee? 
Serving  my  ]ove,ynu  may  my  friendflup  gaii: 
You  know  the  reft  of  your  pretences  vain. 
You  muft,  my  Arimant,  you  muft  be  kind; 
*Tii  in  your  nature,  and  your  noMe  mind. 
Arm,  I'll  to  the  king,  and  llrutmy  tnift 

refign. 
Ind.  His  truft  yoo  may,  but  you  Aall  se- 
ver mine. 
Heav'n  made  you  love  roe  for  no  other  ea^ 
But  to  become  my  confiJant  and  frieod: 
As  fuch,  I  k^ep  no  fecret  from  your  Agbt. 
Ar.d  thereforr  maXe  you  judge  how  ill  Iwrite; 
Read  it,  and  tell  me  freely  then  your  xuaAf 
If  'tis  indit  d,  as  I  meant  it,  kind. 

Arim.  /  cjk   not  Heaven  my   fr^dm  » 
reftorf,  [Reaoini. 

Bufoflyfory.urjale III  read  no  more. 

And  >ctJ  misft 

Lchf^r  my  cnttj  than  fir  yemr  fcrrno  fd^ 
[Reading. 
Another  lire,  like  th.s,  would  make  me  mad: 
Hcav'n!  ftie  goes  on— yet  mtjrc— and  y« 
more  kind'.  [jti  Kttimg. 

Each  fentrnce  is  a  dagger  to  my  min.l. 
See  me  this  nigbt'-rr-  [Re«4ir.|. 

7  tank  fortune,wl  e  did f neb  afrter.d  pnni^j 
Forfuitiful  Arlmant  jK'«//  heyGur  gu'Jt. 
Not  only  to  be  made  jn  ir.ftrumenr, 
But  pre-engag'd  without  my  own  confentl 
Jnd»  Unknown  t*  engage  you,  ftUl  ai^ 
ments  my  Icore, 
And  gives  you  fci»pe  of  meriting  the  moif. 

>fr;|B.  The  bcft  of  men 
Some  int'reft  in  their  anions  muft  coafeft; 
None  merit,  but  in  hope  they  may  poftis; 
The  fatal  paper  rather  let  me  tear, 
Than,  like  Bellerophon^  my  own  fentenci 
bear. 
Jnd,  You  may  J  but  *twiU  not  beyowUI 
advice: 
•Twill  only  give  me  pains  of  wHtingtwin. 
You  know  you  muft  obey  me,  foon  or  Mte: 
Vvhy  ihould  )ou  v/mly  flruggle  «i(h  yvor 
fate? 
Artm.  I  thank  tI)ce,Heav*n!  tLou  M  ^ 
been  wond*rotis  kind* 
V/hy  am  J  thus  to  flavery  defignM, 
And  yet  am  cheated  with  a  freebommM! 
Or  make  thy  orders  with  my  rrafon  f«i^ 
Or  let  me  live  by  fcnfc,  a  gloi^oui  brute— 
Ubffn,^ 
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n,  and  I  obey  with  fpeed,  before 
adful  ftntence  comet,  Set  m  i 


s  fcency  every  circumftance  con- 
um  tragedy  to  farce.  The  wild 
^  of  the  expedient 5  Ac  con- 
e  fubjt6lion  of  the  lover 5  the 
obliging  him  to  read  the  letter, 
:aul'e  it  ought  to  have  been  con- 
rom  him  J  tlic  frequent  inter- 
;  of  amorous  impatience;  the 
populations  of  a  voiimtary  flave^ 
:rious  haughtindi  of  a  tyrant 

power  j  the  deep  rcfleftion  of 
ing  rebel  upon  fate  and  freewill  ^ 
wile  wifli  to  lofe  his  reaion  as 

he  finds  himfiilf  about  to  do 
;  cannot  perfuadc  his  rcalon  to 
,  arc  fui^ely  iiilficicnt  to  -awaken 
\  torpid  riiibihry. 
e  is  fcarce  a  tragedy  of  rhe  laft 
which  has  not  debafed  it's  niolt 
nt  incidents,  and  polluted  \t'l 
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rooft  fcrious  inrcriocirtwTif  with  buf- 
foonry  and  meannels;  but  though  per- 
haps it  cannot  be  pretended  that  the  pit:* 
fent  a^  ha«  added  nwcli  to  the  torce 
and  cfticacy  of  the  drama,  it  has  at  IcaA 
been  able  to  efcape  many  faults,  which 
cither  ignorance  had  overlooked,  or  in- 
dulgence had  licenfed.  The  later  tra- 
gedies indeed  have  faults  of  anotherkind, 
perhaps  more  dellruilive  to  delight, 
though  Icfs  open  to  cenl'urc.  That  per- 
petual tumour  of  phrafe  with  which 
every  thought  is  now  exprcffed  by  every 
perfonage,  the  paucity  of  adventurei 
which  regularity  admits,  and  the  unva- 
ried equality  of  flowing  dialogue,  has 
taken  away  from  our  prefent  writers  al- 
moft  all  that  dominion  over  thcpaiHons 
which  was  the  boall  of  their  predeceflbrs* 
Yet  they  may  at  leall  claim  this  com- 
mendation, that  they  avoid  grofs  faults, 
aiid  that,  if  they  cannot  often  move  tei- 
ror  or  pity,  they  are  always  careful  not 
to  pix>voke  laughter. 


N«  CXXVI.     SATURDAY,  JUNE  i,    1751. 


m:NIHIL  I8T  ALXCD  MAGNUM  Q^UAM  MUITA  MINUTA. 


VlT.  AUCT. 


SAVDS  FORM  TMl  MOUNTAIN,   MOMf  NTS  MAKE  THF   YEak. 


Young. 


TO  THE  RAMBLER. 

» 

(ONG  other  topick<  of  conver- 
ktion  wliich  your  papers  lupply, 
lately  engaged  In  a  difcuiTion  of 
ra£Ver  given  by  Tranquilla  of  her 
^enulhdus,  whom,  notwithfUnd- 
fevcrity  of  his  xniftrefs,  the  greater 
r  feemed  inclined  to  acquit  of  un- 
or  culpable  timidity. 
of  the  company  remarked,  that 
ice  ought  to  be  diftinguiihcd  from 
ind  that  if  Venufhilus  was  afraid 
turnal  adventures,  no  man  who 
•red  how  much  every  avenue  of 
ytvk  was  infefted  with  robbers, 
think  him  blamcable;  for  why 
life  be  hazarded  without  profpea 
our  or  advantage  ?  Another  was 
lion,  that  a  brave  man  might  be 
of  crofling  the  river  in  the  calmeit 
•r{  and  declartd,  that,  for  his  part, 
dKic  were  coaches  and  a  bndge, 
old  never  be  feen  tottering  in  a 
B  cafe/  outofwbidi  be  mfght  be 
I  by  MOf  Jrrepibr  agituUon,  or 


which  might  be  ov^rfet  by  accident,  or 
negligence,  or  by  tlic  force  of  a  i'uddeu 
guft,  or  the  ixifli  of  a  larger  veflel.  It 
was  his  cuilom,  he  faid,  to  keep  the  Ic- 
curity  of  day-light,  and  dry  ground; 
for  it  was  a  maxim  with  him,  that  no 
wile  man  ever  perilhcd  by  water,  ot  was 
loll  in  the  dark. 

The  next  was  humbly  of  opinion,, 
that  if  Tranquilla  had  u;cn,  like  him, 
the  cattle  run  roaring  about  the  mea- 
dows in  the  hot  months,  fhe  would  not 
have  thought  mc-inly  of  her  lover  for 
not  venturing  his  fufcty  among  them. 
His  neighbour  then  told  us,  that  for  his 
part  he  was  not  alhamcd  to  confefs,  that 
he  could  not  fee  a  rat,  though  it  was 
dead,  without  palpitation ;  that  he  had 
been  driven  fix  times  out  of  his  lodgings 
either  by  rats  or  mice  5  and  Aat  he  al- 
ways had  a  bed  in  the  clofct  for  his  fer- 
vant,  whom  he  called  up  whenever  the 
enemy  was  in  motion.  Another  won- 
dered that  any  man  (liould  think  hin\fel€ 
difgraccd  by  a  yiec\v>\taxfc  rtlrc-si  ^10x11%. 
dogi  for  there  wia  aivja.'^%  ^  yaff^^vc^ 
that  a  dog  might  be  ma*\  •,  an'V  wl^>Kt?i'1  * 
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though  thfre  was  no  dancer  but  of 
KHng  bit  by  a  tierce  animal,  there  was 
morcwifdom  in  flight  than  conteft.  By 
all  theiedcclr.rations  another  was  cncou- 
rdged  to  confcl>,  thut  if  he  had  been  ad- 
mitted to  the  honour  oi' paying  his  ad- 
dreflcs  to  Timqnilui,  he  flioxjld  have 
been  likely  to  Iiicir  the  i\m\t  ccnfure; 
for  among  all  the  injimals  iiyun  which 
nature  has  impfenc<l  defoi  miry  and  hor- 
ror, there  was  Tjone  whom  lie  diirft  not 
encounter  rath:r  than  a  bcv.»tlc. 

Thus,  Sir,  tho\igh  cowardice  is  uni- 
▼crfally  define!  too  ciofe  and  anxious  an 
attention  to  jHjrlonal  lafety,  there  will  be 
found  fcarccjy  any  fear,  however  ex- 
Cfflive  in  it's  degree,  or  uniTiibnablc  in 
it's  objtft,  which  will  be  allowed  to  iha- 
ni6ieri7e  a  coward.  Ftar  Is  a  pailion 
which  everv  man  fc-els  fo  frirqui»ntly  pre- 
dominant in  his  own  brcalt,  that  he  is 
unwilling  to  hear  it  tcnfured  witW  great 
afperity;  and,  pciha^s,  if  wcconfels  the 
truth,  the  ran«e  relir.unt  which  would 
hinder  a  man  from  declaiming  againit 
llie  fi-auds  of  any  employment  among 
thofc  who  profcls  it,  Hiould  with -hold 
him  from  treatin^^^  f^ar  with  contempt 
among  human  beings. 

Vei  fincc  fortituvic  is  one  of  rhofe  vir- 
tues which  the  condition  of  cur  nature 
makes  hourly  nc-cen"ar\',  1  think  you 
cnnot  better  direct  your  admonitions 
tlian  ag3tnft  i'upcrlluous  and  paiiick  tcr- 
rcrs.  Fear  h  implantcti  in  us  us  a  pre- 
ic'ivative  from  lviI;  but  it's  duty,  like 
that  of  other  pall-'^ns,  is  not  to  overbear 
n-a.'bn,  but  to  alUl^  ii;  nor  fliouM  it  be 
fuffcred  totynmnize  in  the  imagiuati^jn, 
to  ralTe  phantoms  of  horror,  or  bcfct  life 
with  fupemumcniry  diftreiTes. 

To  l>c  always  afraid  "f  lof:ng  life  is, 
indeed,  fcarcely  to  enloy  a  life  tliat  cnn 
delervc  the  care  of  prikrvation.  He 
tliat  once  indulges  idL'  fcais  will  ncvrr 
be  at  ltd.  Our  pr^^ftiic  ftp.tc  admits 
only  of  a  kind  of  ne.ra:ive  fecuiiiy;  wc 
mull  C'-nclude  oui  lllvcs  Ihf*;  wlicn  we  fee 
no  danger,  or  r.one  adequiite  to  our 
powers  cf  oppoliticn.  J)LPth  indecil 
continually  hovers  ahout  xi",  but  h'lvcrs 
commonly  unlcen,  v.r.Icl'-i  wc  Ihjrpcn  our 
fi^hi.  by  ufeicr:>  curi<j;i:v. 

There  is  always  :i  pouit  it  which  cau- 
tion, however  foiici;«iU'>,  mult  limit  i\.*i 
preli^rvaiives,  bctauie  ^ne  TwTior  often 
counteracts  another.  I  once  knew  ono 
of  ths  i/y^ulafii's  of  cowanlice,  whole 
itieiiiniT  dilhjrbai'ice  w.  s  lUc  AigaA  oC 
iutuie-  bi-eai-cr^ .    His  cii'\ui l  ■. .^^  %v c i n:  iov 


nine  years  employed  upon  the  bpft  me* 
th.  d  of  barring  a  window,  or  a  door; 
and  :uany  an  hour  has  he  fpent  in  cfta- 
1)1  i thing  the  preference  of  a   bolt  to  a 
lock.      He  had  at  hit,  by  the  daily  fu- 
peradditiou  of  newexjwlicnts,  contrived 
a  door  which  could  never  be  forced ;  tor 
one  bar  was  fecured  by  another  with  fuch 
intricacy  of  fubordi nation,  that  he  was 
himfelf  not  always  able  to  difcngigc 
thetu  in  the  proper  method.     He  was 
happy  in  this  fbrtification,    till  being 
a  Iked  ho^v  he  would  efcape  if  he  was 
threatened  by  fire,   he  difcovered,  that 
with  all  his  care  and  cxpcnce,   he  had 
only  been  ailitling  his  own  dc'.lru6>ion. 
He  then  inunediaielv  tore  off  his  bolts, 
and  now  leavts  at  night  his  outer-door 
ha  If- locked,  that  he  may  not  by  his  own 
folly  |)eri(h  in  the  flames. 

I'hcre  Is  one  fj^ecies  of  terror  which 
thofc  who  areunwiilirg  to  fuflcr  there- 
pror.ch  of  cowardice  have  wifely  diyn:- 
fied  with  the  n^mc  of  ant ipatfy.  A  man 
who  talks  with  intrepidity  of  the  moii- 
flcrs  of  the  wilderr.ejs  while  they  aieoul 
of  fight,  will  readily  confefs  his antipa-  • 
thy  to  a  m.ole,  a  weafel,  or  a  frog.  He 
has  iu'-ced  no  dre?d  of  haim  from  an 
inlcc^lor  worm,  but  his  antipatky  \.\\\r\% 
him  p:i!e  whcncv..r  they  approach  him. 
He  believes  that  a  boat  will  tran/port 
him  with  as  much  fafjty  as  his  neigh-  i 
hours,  but  he  cannot  conquer  his  autl- 
pathy  to  the  water.  Thus  he  goes  on 
without  any  reproach  from  his  o%vn  re- 
rtc^^ions,  and  every  day  multiplies  tf*/i- 
pat  lie  Sy  till  he  becomes  contemptible  to 
others,  and  burdcnlome  to  himfclf. 

It  is  indeed  certain,  that  impi-eflions 
of  dread  may  fomctimes  be  unluckily 
made  by  obrefts  not  in  themfclves  juft* 
ly  forpudable;  but  when  fear  is  difcovtr- 
rd  to  be  groundlcfs,  it  is  to  be  ei^aJi- 
citcd  like  other  falfe  opinions,  awl 
antiptithhs  are  rcnerally  fuperablc  by  a 
fm^.lt  effort.  He  that  has  been  taught 
to  <h"ddT  at  a  moufe,  if  he  can  per- 
iw.vXi:  himtclf  io  riique  one  encounter, 
v.- ill  find  his  own  l"uj)trioniy,  and  ex- 
ch;u'iL:;e  his  terrors  for  the  pndeof  con- 
qucli.  lam.  Sir, &c. 

Thraso. 


A  S  yo\i  profef?  tn  extend  your  regard 
■^^  to  the  minu tends  of  aecencVf  M 
wf-Ilas  to  tlie  dignity  of  fcicnce,  Icsffl* 
v»«jt  'kOvVtAX  X-o  \tl-vj  V«,^\..vc  you  a  mode  of 
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rnt  and  cofFce-houfeSy  and  de- 
from  entering  the  doors  of  my 

>ng  the  bdics  who  pleafe  them- 
nSi  fplendid  furniture,  or  elegant 
jiment,  it  is  a  practice  very  com- 
o  aik  every  gueft  how  he  likes 
red  work,  of  the  cornice,  or  the 

of  the  tapeilry;  the  china  at  the 
or  the  plate  on  the  fulc-board; 
k  all  occafions  to  enquire  his  opi- 
'  their  judgment  and  their  choice. 
>a  has  iaid  her  new  watch  in  the 
V  nineteen  times,  that  /he  may 
ne  to  look  upon  it.      Calilla  has 

of  dropping  her  fniiff-box  by 
g  out  her  handkerchief,  that  when 
it  up  I  may  admire  it;  and  FuU 
has  condu^^cd  me,  by  millake, 
le  wrong  room,  at  every  vifit  I 
lid  fmcc  her  pifturc  was  put  into  a 
ame. 

pc,  Mr.  Rambler,  you  will  in- 
beiii,  that  no  man  fliould  be  de- 
le privilege  of  filence,  or  tortur- 
'alle  declarationfi ;  and  that  though 
may  iuftly  claim  to  be  exempt 
rudenefs,  they  have  no  right  fb 
inwilling  civilities.  To  pleafe  is 
able  and  elegant  ambition,  and  is 
ty  rewarded  with  honeft  praife; 
•  feize  applaufe  by  violence,  and 
ut  for  commendation,  without 
Dgor  caring  to  know,  whether  it 
en  from  cunvi^ion,  is  a  fpecies 
anny  by  which  modcfty  is  oppref- 
nd  finccrity  corrupted.  The  tri- 
of  admiration,  thus  exafVed  by 
enceand  importunity,  differs  from 
peft  paid  to  fdent  merit,  as  the 
ir  of  a  piratg  from  the  merchant's 
I  am,  frc. 

MiSOCOLAX. 
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YOUR  gi-eat  predecefTor,  the  Spcc- 
^  tator,  endeavoured  to  diffufe  amon^ 
his  female  readers  a  defire  of  knowledge; 
nor  can  I  charge  you,  though  you  do 
not  feem  equally  attentive  to  the  ladieti 
with  endeavouring  to  dil'courage  tlicin 
from  any  laudable  purfuit.  But  how-* 
ever  either  he  or  you  may  extite  our 
airiofity,  you  have  not  yet  informed  at 
how  it  may  be  gratified.  The  world 
fecms  to  have  formed  an  univerfal  con<* 
fpi  racy  again  ft  our  underftandings;  oMt 
queftions  are  fuppofed  not  to  expe£l  an^ 
fwers,  our  arguments  are  confuted  with 
a  left,  and  we  are  treated  like  being« 
who  tranfgrefs  the  limits  of  our  nature 
whjneverweafpireto  ferioufnefs  or  im- 
provement. 

I  enquired  yeftcrday  of  a  gentleman 
eminent  f;r  agronomical  (kill,  what 
made  the  day  long  in  Amimer,  and  (horf 
in  winter;  and  was  told  that  nature  pro- 
trailed  the  days  in  fummer,  left  ladies 
fhould  want  time  to  walk  in  the  park{ 
and  the  night<;  in  winter,  left  thc-y  mould 
not  have  hours  llifficicnt  to  fpend  at  thv 
card-table. 

I  hope  you  do  not  doubt  but  I  heari 
iiich  information  with  juft  contempt, 
and  I  ddirc  you  to  diicoverto  this  great 
mafterof  ridicule,  that  I  was  farfrora 
wanting  any  intelligence  which  he 
could  have  given  me.  I  aik^d  the 
queftion  with  no  other  intention  thtnto 
fet  him  free  from  the  neceflity  df  filence^ 
and  give  him  an  opportunity  of  ming- 
ling on  equal  terms  with  a  polite  aflem- 
bly,  from  which,  however  uueafy,  h«r 
could  not  then  efcajx?,  by  a  kind  intro-- 
duftion  of  the  only  fubieit  on  which  I 
believed  him  able  to  ipeak  with  pro- 
priety.      lam,  &c.         GeNIrosa. 


N^  CXXVn.    TUESDAY,   JUNE  4,  1751. 


CetriSTI  MZLXUS  QUAM  OaSlNISt    ultima  ?KlMIt 
CXOVMT:    DItSlMILZt  HlC  VIA,    IT   ILLE   PU£R. 

SVCCSZDINC  YKAtS  THY  XAtLY   fAMl   DESTROY; 
THOU,    WHO  IECAN'sT  AMAW,  WILT    END    A    BOY. 


Ovio, 


LIT  IAN,    a    name    eminent  pofed.     ric  might  dcfign  by  th'S  infor- 

mong  the  reftorer*  of  polite  litcra-  mation,  either  to  boa^  the  early  maturity 

irheii  be  publifhed  a  coUeaion  of  of  his  genius,  or  lo  conciliate   induU 

m%t  prefixed  to  many  of  them  the  gencc  to  the  putnWt^  oi  V\s  yaKwvtv^ 

f  Aif  itt»  ^  ^Mck  they  weiic  com-  a&ces.    But  wY\at.c\' w  ^•a.'i  \3^%  \tw>«xjx% 

O   Q  ^ 
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it  is  remarked  byScaligcr,  that  he  very 
little  niomntcH  hi; own  rcpiitatiQn,  be- 
caufe  he  fell  below  the  promife  which  his 
firit  prod-icHors  h-^'i  C'vcn,  and  in  the 
latfer  part  of  his  life  feldom  equalled  the 
Tallies  of  his  youtii. 

It  is  not  unc  >mnion  for  thofc  who  at 
their  firft  cntrcjncc  into  the  world  were 
•iiiVinpuilhed  foratt3l.:^i1C^t5  orabilitie:, 
to  difappoint  the  hop-irs  whi;h  they  hid 
raifedy  and  to  end  in  ncr-^ft  and  ob- 
fciiriiy  that  life  which  thty  be-Tan  in 
celebrity  and  honour.  To  the  lon<^ 
catalogue  of  the  inconveniencies  of  old 
age,  which  moral  and  fatiiical  writers 
havefo  copioiifly  dirplaycd,m3ybe  often 
added  the  lofs  of  fame. 

The  advance  of  the  h\:man  mind  to- 
wards any  cb;c6t  of  laudable  piirfuit, 
may  he  Cv^mparcd  to  the  proqrefs  of  a 
body  driven  by  a  blow.  It  moves  for 
a  tims  witii  gn^at  velocity  and  vigour, 
but  the  force  of  the  firft  impulfc  i?  per- 
petually deci-eafing,  and  thoiiqh  it  fhonld 
encounter  no  obftacle  capable  of  quell- 
ing it  by  a  pjddcn  (top,  the  rcfillancc  of 
the  medium  through  which  itpaHes,  and 
the  latent  inequalities  of  the  fmootheft 
iurfacc,  will  in  a  (hort  time  by  continu- 
ed retard'.ition  wholly  over- power  it. 
Some  hindrances  will  be  found  in  every 
road  of  life,  but  he  that  fixes  his  eyes  upon 
any  thing  at  a  diftance,  nccelTartly  loles 
fight  of  !ul  that  fills  up  the  intermediate 
imce,  and  therefore  fets  forward  with 
alacrity  and  confidence,  nor  fufpefls  a 
dioufand  obilacles  by  which  he  after- 
wards finds  his  paffagc  embarrafled  and 
obftru6kd.  Some  are  indeed  ilopt  at 
once  in  their  caieer  by  a  fuddcn  (hock  of 
calamity,  or  diverted  to  u  different  di- 
ici^ion  by  the  crofs  impulfe  of  fomc 
y'w)lcnt  pafTion;  but  far  ihc  greater  part 
languifli  by  flow  degrees,  deviate  at  firft 
into  flight  obliquitic;,  rni  thcmfclves 
fcaicclv  perceive  at  what  time  their  ar- 
dour f^orfook  them,  or  when  they  loft 
{ight  of  their  ori;:lnal  difign. 

Wcarincfs  and  nejli«^-nice  are  perpe- 
tually prevailing  by  filint  cncroach- 
rnenf;,  afliftcd  by  d'ffVrcnt  caufcs,  and 
not  obferved  till  they  cannot,  without 
^rcat  difficulty,  be  oppofcd.  Labour 
ncctfrnrily  requires  pp.ufci  of  cafe  and 
relocation,  aod  thcdclicioufncfsof  cafe 
commonly  makes  ii"?  unwilling^  to  return 
to  labour.  We,  perhaps,  prevail  up- 
on ourfclvesto  renew  our  attempts,  but 
en^rly  liiien  to  every  argument  for  ^re.- 
t/utnt  lucerpofitions  of  asiu^etvt*>  toi 


when  indolence  his  once  eiRered 
the  mind,  it  can  fcarcely  be  difpo 
but  by  fuch  efforts  as  very  few  ai 
ling  to  exert. 

It  is  the  fare  of  induftry  to  be  « 
ly  endangered  by  mifcarriage  ant 
cefs,  by  confidence  and  def{XHX 
He  that  engages  in  a  gmt  unden 
with  a  fallc  opinion  of  it's  facilii 
too  hiirh  conceptions  of  his  own  fin 
is  eaflly  difcouraged  by  the  firfl 
drancc  of  his  advances,  bccaufe  1 
promifed  himfelf  an  equal  and  per 
progrcllion  v/ithout  imprdiment  < 
turbancc;  when  unexpefted  int 
tions  brcik  in  upon  him,  he  is  i 
ft-.te  of  a  man  furprifcd  by  a  tei 
w'-.erc  he  pui-pofed  only  to  baflt  i 
cairn,  or  fport  in  the  fliallows. 

It  is  not  only  common  to  find  tl 
ficulty  of  an  cntcrprizc  greater,  h 
profit  Icfs,  than  hope  had  pifliu^ 
Youth  enters  the  world  with  vtr) 
py  prejudices  in  her  own  favour, 
imagines  hcrfelf  not  only  certain  < 
complifliing  every  adventure,  but  < 
tainmg  thole  rewards  which  the  ai 
plilhment  may  dcfervc.  She  i 
eafily  j>crfuadcd  to  believe  that  th« 
of  merit  can  berefifted  by  obftinac 
avarice,  or  it^'s  luftre  darkened  b} 
aid  malignity.  She  has  not  yet '. 
cd  that  the  moft  evident  clair 
piaifc  or  preferment  may  be  rcie£t 
malice  againft  con  virion,  or  by 
Icncc  without  examination;  that 
may  be  foractimes  defeatedby  art 
and  fometimes  overborne  by  clai 
that  in  the  mingled  numbers  of 
kind,  many  need  no  other  prove 
to  enmity  than  that  they  find 
fdves  excelled  J  that  others  have 
their  curicfity,  and  conlidrr  ever 
who  fills  the  mouth  of  report  with 
name,  as  an  intnuier  upon  their  n 
and  diftuibcr  of  their  rcpofe;  thai 
are  eng  iged  in  complications  of  i: 
which  they  imagine  endangtrtj,tby 
innovati(  n;  that  many  yield  then- 
up  implicitly  to  cvciy  report  whic 
tied  difleminates  or  folly  fcatlcrs 
that  whoever  afpircs  to  t!ic  notice 
publick,  has  in  almoft  every  man  a: 
my  and  a  ri\  aij  and  muft  ftniggh 
the  oppofition  of  the  daring,  and 
the  ftratagcms  of  the  timoit>u8, 
quicken  the  frigid  and  foftcn  the  i 
rate,  muft  reclaim  pcrverTeneA  ai 
iortrvft-w^vdltY, 
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«ward  has  vaniflied,  the  2eal 
prize  ihould  ceafe;  for  who 
Mrievcre  to  cultivate  the  foil 
has,  after  long  labour,  difco- 
3e  barren?  He  who  hath  pleaf- 
f  with  anticipated  pi-aiies,  and 
that  he  fliould  meet  in  every 
h  patronage  or  friend fhipi  will 
lit  his  vigour,  when  he  finds 
I  thofe  who  deiire  to  be  con- 
i  his  admirers  nothing  can  be 
t  cold  civility,  and  that  many 
•  own  his  excellence,  leil  they 
too  juftly  expected  to  reward  it. 
1,  thus  cut  off  from  the  pro- 
that  port  to  which  his  addrefs 
itude  had  been  employed  to 
1,  often  abandons  himlelf  to 
id  to  the  wind,  and  glides  care- 
idle  down  the  current  of  life, 
-efolution  to  make  another  ef- 
le  is  fwallowed  up  by  the  gulph 
lity. 

i  are  betrayed  to  the  fame  de- 
f  themfelves  by  a  contrary  fal- 
:  was  faid  of  Hannibal,  that  he 
othing  to  the  completion  of  his 
irtues,  but  that  when  he  had 
viftory  he  Hiould  know  how  to 
The  folly  of  defifting  too  foon 
cefsful  labours,  and  the  hafte 
ng  advantages  before  they  are 
is  often  fatal  to  men  of  impe- 
fire,  to  men  whofe  confciouf- 
uncommon  powers  fills  diem 
umption,  ancl  who  having  borne 
1  down  before  them,  and  left 
1  panting  behind,  are  early  per- 
imagine  that  they  have  reached 
is  of  perfection,  and  that  now, 
longer  in  danger  from  compe- 
.ey  may  pafs  the  reft  of  their 
he  enjoyment  of  tlicir  acquifi- 


tions,  in  contemplation  of  their  own 
fuperiority,  and  in  attention  to  their  own 
praifes,  and  look  unconcerned  from  their 
eminence  upon  the  toils  and  contentions 
of  meaner  beings. 

It  is  not  fufnciently  confidered  in  the 
hour  of  exultation,  that  all  human  ex- 
cellence is  compirativej  that  no  maa 
performs  much  but  in  proportion  to  what 
others  accompli (h,  or  to  the  time  and 
opportunities  which  have  been  allowed 
him  J  and  that  he  who  ftops  at  any  point 
of  excellence  is  every  day  finking  in 
elllmation,  hecaufe  his  miprovcment 
grows  continually  more  incommcnfurate 
to  his  life.  Vet,  as  no  man  willingly, 
quits  opinions  favourable  to  himfelf,  they 
who  have  once  been  juilly  celebrated, 
imagine  that  they  Hill  have  die  fame  pre« 
teniions  to  regard,  and  feldom  perceive 
the  diminution  of  their  chara6ler  while 
thei'e  is  time  to  recover  it.  Nothing 
then  remains  but  murmurs  and  remorlc; 
for  if  the  fpcndthrift's  poverty  be  embit* 
tered  by  the  reflc6lion  that  he  once  was 
rich,  how  muft  the  idler's  obfcurity  be 
clouded  by  remembering  that  he  once 
hadluftrel 

Thele  errors  all  arifc  from  an  original 
miftake  of  the  tine  motives  of  aaion. 
He  that  never  extends  his  view  beyond 
the  praifes  or  rewai'ds  of  men,  wdl  be 
deje6led  by  negleft  and  envy,  or  infatu- 
ated by  honours  and  applaule.  But  the 
confidcration  that  life  is  only  depofited 
in  his  hands  to  be  employed  in  obedience 
to  a  mafter  who  will  regard  his  endea- 
vours, not  his  fuccefs,  wouM  have  pre- 
fcr\'ed  him  from  trivial  elations  anddif- 
couragements,  and  enabled  him  to  pro- 
ceed with  conrtancy  and  cheerfulnefs, 
neither  enervated  by  commendatiuo«  nor 
intimidated  bycenlurc. 
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Oirt  wapavTidiw 

K.atfA«>'  Xiymra.iyt  fAir0^rron 

*OXC«v  i<irifT«Tp»  l>\ 

S;^iTv.  PiKP* 

70lt   NOT   THE   BKAVE,    f>lt  WISZ|  OR  CKfATy 
I'lt  YET   HAD  HAPPINESS    COMPLETF} 
KOB    PELFUS.     CRAKDr.ON    OF  THE   SKYy 

NOR  CAOMUS,  SCAP*D   THE  SHAFTS  OF    FA1N» 
THOUfiH   FAVOURED  BY    THE   POW'r«  ON   HIGH, 

WITH   EV'bY   bliss  THAT  MAN    CAN    CAIN. 

is  Uttered  without  cenfure  frw 
that  hear  it,  an«i  almoft  ail  arc : 
to  have  obtain. d  a  provifion  at  Ic 
quate  to  thfir  virtue  or  thcrir  iindc 


THR  writers  who  have  undertaken 
the  tafk  of  reconciling  mankind 
to  their  prefent  itate,  and  relieving  the 
Aifcontcnt  produced  bv  the  various  dif- 
tribution  of  tenreftrial  advantages,  fre- 
quently remind  us  that  we  judge  too 
haftily  of  good  and  evil,  that  we  viuw 
only  the  fuperficies  of  life,  and  dttL*r- 
minc  of  the  whole  by  a  very  Irnall  part ; 
and  that  in  the  condition  of  men  it  fre- 
quently happens,  that  grief  and  an- 
xiety lie  hid  under  the  golden  robes  of 
prolucrity,  and  the  gloom  of  cilamity 
IS  cheered  by  fccrct  radiations  of  hope 
and  comfort}  as  in  the  works  of  nature 
the  bog  is  fometimes  covered  with  flow- 
ers, and  the  mine  concealed  in  the  bar- 
ren crags. 

None  but  thofe  who  have  leamcd  the 
art  of  fubjei\ing  their  ferfes  as  well  as 
reafon  to  hypothetical  fyftcms,  can  be 
pcrfuaded  by  the  moft  fpecious  rhtto- 
rician  tliatthc  lots  of  life  are  equal  j  yet 
it  cannot  be  denictl  that  evciy  one  has 
his  peculiar  pleafures  and  vexations, 
tliat  external  acridents  operate  varioully 
upon  different  minds,  and  that  no  man 
can  cxa£lly  judge  f'om  his  own  fcnf.i- 
tions,  what  another  would  feel  in  the 
famt:  circumftances. 

If  the  general  difpofition  of  things  be 
eftimated  by  the  reprcfentation  which 
every  one  makes  of  his  own  ftatc,  the 
'  world  muft  be  confidcitd  as  the  abode 
of  forrow  and  mifery ;  for  how  few  can 
forbear  to  relate  their  troubles  and  their 
diftrcfTcs?  If  we  jv.dge  by  the  account 
which  maybe  obtained  of  every  man's 
fortune  from  others,  it  may  be  conclud- 
ed, that  we  are  all  placed  in  an  elyfian 
'  "    overfprcad  with  the  luxuriance 


ing,  to  poHcl's  either  morc  than  tl 
ferve  or  morc  than  they  enjoy. 

We  are  cither  bom  with  luchi 

litudc  of  temper  and  inclination, 

ccivefomany  of  our  ideas  and  o 

from  the  Itare  of  life  in  which  we 

gaged,  that  the  griefs  and  cares 

part  of  mankind  Iccm  to  the  olhe 

criiy,  folly,  and  affcflation.  Eve 

of  Ibciety  has  it'5  cant  of  lamei 

which  is  underllood  or  regarded  I 

but  thcmfclvesj  and  every  part 

has  it's  uneafmefles,  which  the 

do  not  feci  them  will  not  comn 

An  event  which  fpreadsdiftrafti 

half  the  commercial   world,  al 

the  ti*ading  companies  in  coun 

coi:uuittecs,  and  fhakes  the  nc 

a  thoufand  llockjobbcrs,  is  rca« 

landlord  and  the  faiTner  with  fi 

difference.      An  affair  of  love 

fills  the  youns^  bread  with  ince 

temations  of  hope  and  fear,  ar 

av/ay  the   night    and  day   fro 

other  pleafure   or  employment 

garded  by  them  whofe  pafTions 

cxtinguimed,  as  an   amufemen 

can  properly  raile  neither  joy  nor 

and  though  it  may  be  fuffercd  t 

vacuity  of  an  idle  moment,  fli 

ways  give  way  to  prudence  or  i 

He  that  never  had  any  oth 

than  to  fill  a  chelt  with  money,  c 

another  miinour  to  his  eftatc,  w 

grieved  but  at  a  bad  mortgage!  < 

cd  a  company  but  to  make  a 

would  be  aUonifhed  to   hear  o 


region, 

ot  plenty,  and  fanriCd  by  the  breezvs     known  among  the  polite  and  g] 

of  /ciiciryj  /mce  fcarccly  9X\v  cgn\\>\jLU\»     ^^wornvv^uviu  of  wits.    Uvwi 
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ppe  wiih  niriofi*'/,  or  frrlu  with  con- 
tempt, at  the  mention  of  bciriEjs  who 
hive  no  wilh  but  to  fpe-ik  what  was 
never  fpoken  before;  whr>,  if  they  hap- 
pen to  inherit  wcrJth,  oficii  exhaiill  tlieir 
pitrimonios  In  tier.tint?^  thofe  who  will 
hLir  tiicm  talk;  an. I  if  they  are  p>or, 
ril-gifct  opportimitiei  of  improving  ihtir 
t<irtun''.-s  for  th*  plcaParc  of  mnkin.; 
cth:rs  laugh?  How  llowly  would  hr 
Ul-ev.-  thnt  there  are  men  who  won  11 
rrithiT  lofe  a  le^Tjcy  thin  the  rtpni.uion 
vt  a  diillch;  who  think  it  Ids  difi^racvi 
to  wmt  mt)ncv  than  reparic^;  w!i:>m 
th^  vexation  of  having  Ixen  foihd  i:i 
a  contcll  of  niilltry  is  fom-'ti»iius  lu:fi- 
cient  to  dci);ive  of  flap;  and  who 
would  cftceii)  it  a  ligiitcr  tvil  to  uiils  a 

Itrofitable  ba:-;;ain  by  ibme  accidental  de- 
ay,  than  not  to  have.  thou,^ht  of  alinart 
reply  till  the  time  of  j>roilucin^  it  was 
pall?  How  little  would  he  fufpeft  that 
this  child  of  idl  end's  and  fro  lick  enters 
every  afleinbly  with  a  Inratins:  bolom, 
like  &  liti«f.int  on  the  day  of  docifioa, 
and  revolves  the  probability  of  apphul'e 
with  the  anxiet\'  of  a  confpirator  whole 
fete  (iepends  ujion  the  next  ni^^ht;  and 
at  the  Ivjur  of  retirement  he  carries 
kome,  under  a  flicwof  airy  iicp^iigcncv', 
a  heart  lacenited  with  cnvv,  or  dtpn-Hl'd 
with  difjppointmcnt;  and  immures  him- 
fclf  inhiscloftt,  that  he  may  dilcncum- 
ber  his  memory  at  leifure,  rtvicw  the 
progreJs  of  the  dav,  itate  with  accuracy 
his  tofs  or  gain  ot  reputation,  and  ex- 
amine  the  cauies  of  his  failure  or  iiic- 
ccfs? 

Vet  more  remote  from  common  con- 
ceptions arc  the  numerous  and  reltlds 
■nxicticfi,  by  which  female  happincfs  is 

{>articularly  dilhirbcd.  Afolit.iry  piii- 
ofupher  would  imagine  ladies  born  with 
an  exemprion  from  care  and  fi'r:-c;vv, 
hdled  in  perpetual  quiet,  and  fw'afted 
with  ui'imingtt:d  pjealurc;  for  what  can 
inten'U{)t  the  content  of  thoic  upon 
wh';m  o:ie  a;;c  has  laboured  after  an- 
otlier  to  confer  honours,  and  accun;ii- 
late  immunities;  thofe  to  whom  iikIc- 
refs  h  infamy,  andinfult  is  cowardice; 
whole  eye  commands  the  brave,  and  whole 
imiles  foften  the  fevcre;  wliom  the  Tailor 
travtk  to  adorn,  the  Ibldier  bleeds  to 
defend,  and  the  poet  wears  out  life  to 
celebrate;  wlio  claim  tribute  from  irvery 
art  and  fcience,  and  for  whom  all  w  ho 
appmcb  them  cndc4Voui-  to  multiply 
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il'liTU-?,  \v'.;]i?.v.t  rr-jiii  •!-.;r  from  r!ij:n 
any  return  but  willin2j;;;.!s  ir.  be  pijilVJ  ? 

S  a  rely,  amou^  thefc  favourites  of 
mt'.ire,  thus  unicquaintej  with  toil  and 
da:v::^r,  felicity  muit  have  fixed  her  rc- 
fiJenc.*;  they  rau!l  kn.jw  only  thi 
chair^-'S  of  more  vivid  or  lUJi^  gentle 
joy.^;  th.Mr  lifj  mu^hiKv:iy.,  nuivc  either 
tii  :hc:  (low  i>r  fi*-  i-^htly  mjioiy  of  th; 
lyre  of  ii;I.i.l;i.:'^;  they  cm  never  alfcm- 
ble  but  to  pl^allirc,  or  retire  but  to 
pearc. 

l^ii'h  wo'.ild  be  th:*  thouj-hts  of  every 
ni:'i  vvluiili  >i\.'  h  )/crat  :uiiltjncerojntl 
tlio  woil.l,  arul  l.n«»v/  it  only  by  con- 
icCbire  a-.vI  ip..\:i;iaiii)]i.  15 iir  experience 
will  looii  »l,icjver  h<.»w  cafily  ihofj  are 
dif.ruitcil  \v\)o  hive  be^'n  ni:idc  nice  by 
])lenty,  an«l  tender  by  in.lul^jence.  He 
will  loon  il-.»  to  how  mu'iy  d.:njtrs  pow- 
er is  fXjvjrcJ  which  ha^  no  odicr  guai'J 
than  youth  and  bciuty,  and  how  ealUy 
that  tranquillity  is  moleitei  which  caa 
only  bcfmootlied  with  the  fontjjs  of  flat- 
tery. It  is  iiup:>l]iblc  to  fuppiy  waitts 
as  fr.-l  as  an  idle  iiuai^r: nation  may  be 
a'le  to  form  rheni,  t.v  to  rnnove  all  in- 
cur, venieniies  by  wlii'.ii  el'".:;ince  rcfineJ 
into  iinoaiituce  in.u  LcotT:nded.  Nout 
are  ii>  hard  to  pl.:aie  as  tli'ile  whom  fa- 
tiety  of  pliafvne  mahe^i  weary  of  th;.m- 
li;lvi:s;  nor  any  fo  readily  pi-MVoke4l,  a* 
tho;":  who  li.ivj  bee  i  alwiiyt  cjuitcd  wiili 
an  enuilatirn  of  civility , 

liure  arc  intleed  l')mc  flrokcs  which 
the  envy  of  fue  '»>\u>  immaiiatdy  at 
the  fair.  Tlie  mi  tilt  Is  of  Catullus 
wept  for  her  fparrov/  m^ny  conturiei 
ai::o,  and  lap-ilo^i  will  be  fomitir.ic* 
fjik  in  the  prcfcnt  aje.  The  moll  fafiiion- 
able  lToc:ule  is  iiibieilrl  to  l^ain^;  a  pin- 
ner, the  pride  of  Kri3!V::h,  niay  lie  torn 
l-.y  £  c:\:\  Lis  walhei ;  a  pU'rhire  may  dro;> 
from  a  watch;  or  tl;.-  Inumphof  a  nt^v.' 
fuit  may  be  interrupted  en  ili:-  lirrt  day 
of  it's  enjoyment,  -nd  :  li  rUllinhioiii 
of  drefs  unexp^'eie^ily  obliterated  by  ;i 
fjeneral  mou;r.Iro;. 

Si-.ch  i".  the  llL-.re  <jf  ever>'  ap?,  ever/ 
fcx,  aiid  every  con.vtiwMj  allhavetheir 
c  a  1 1  -J ,  L  i  i  her  iVcm  n  .'.i  u  re  or  f  roui  fol  I  v  •. 
and  whoever,  thvivioiv,  fiisdslui'jilif  in- 
clined to  cn\y  another,  ihould  remtm- 
bcr  that  he  knows  not  the  Ral  condition 
which  he  ilefires  to  obtain,  hut  is  cer- 
tain Ciai,  1»\  indul.-.in^^a  vicious  oaiTion, 
he  MU!  It.  lei  fen  lint  h'lM-'rAi'i  waich  ho 
thiitkd  already  too  fp^injiy  bellowed. 
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■  yCNC,  O  NUNC,    B^nALE,  nixiT, 

MA.TCRIAM,    Q^UASIS   INCCNIOSUS,   HABTS. 

rOSIIDCT  IN   TERRAn,    KT  rOSSIDLT   .t(J.'JORA  MINt^S. 
JitC   TELLUi  NOSTiiiK,  MC   PATET  UKDA  FCCiK. 

ISSTAT   ITKft    COBLOl  CoCLO   TINTABIMUS   IRE. 
DA  TENIAM  COZrTOj  JUPITER  ALTE,  MEd. 


Ovid. 


VOWDADALVS,    BEHOLD,    BY  FATE   A95IGN  D, 
A   TASK  FROPORTION'D   TO   THY    MIGHTY    MINo! 
VNCONq^VCR'D  BARS  ON  EARTH  AM)   SF.A  WITH  STAND  J 
THINE,  MINOSj  IS  THE   MAIN,  AND  THINE  THE   LAND. 
THE  SKIES  ARE   OPEN  —  LET   US  TRY  THE  SKIES: 
FORGIVE,     GREAT  JOVE,    T  H  E  D  AR  1  N  C  ENTE  R  P  RlZE. 


MORALISTS,  like  Other  writ- 
crs,  infttad  of  calling  their  eyes 
abroad  in  the  living  world,  and  enden- 
▼ouring  to  form  maxims  of  praftice  and 
new  hints  of  theory,  content  their  cu- 
rioiitv  with  that  Secondary  knowledge 
which  books  afford,  and  think  them- 
felves  entitled  to  reverence  by  a  new  ar- 
rangement of  an  ancient  fyrtem,  or 
new  illuftration  of  eftabliflicd  principles. 
The  fagc  precepts  of  the  firft  inftruOors 
of  the  world  are  tranfmittcd  from  age 
to  age  with  little  \Tiriation,  and  echoed 
fiom  one  author  to  another,  not  jH.rhaps 
without  fome  lofs  of  their  original  force 
at  c\'ery  rcpercuflion. 

I  know  not  whether  any  other  rcafon 
than  this  idlcncfs  of  imitation  can  he 
affigned  for  that  uniform  and  conllant 
mrtiality,  by  which  fome  vices  have 
liithcrto  cfcaped  cenfure,  and  Ibme  vir- 
tues wanted  recommendation j  nor  can 
I  difcover  why  clfc  we  have  been  w:uncvl 
only  againft  part  of  our  enemies,  while 
the  reft  have  been  fiiffered  to  ftcal  upon 
us  without  notice;  whv  the  heart  h^ison 
one  fide  been  doubly  fortified,  and  laiil 
.open  on  the  other  to  the  incurlions  of 
error,  and  the  ravages  of  vice. 

Among  the  favourite  topicks  of  mo- 
ral declamation,  may  be  numbered  the 
imfcarriagcs  of  imprudent  boldncfs,  and 
the  folly  of  attempts  beyond  our  ixjwcr. 
Every  page  of  eveiT  philofopher  is 
crowded  with  examples  of  temei  ity  that 
funk  under  burthens  which  fhe  laid  upon 
herfelf,  and  called  out  enemies  to  battle 
by  whom  flie  was  dellroyed. 

Their  remarks  arc  too  juft  to  be  dif- 

jputcd,  and  too  falutary  to  be  rejected; 

but  there  is  likewife  fome  danger  left 

timorous  prudence  fliould  be  inculcated 

dll  courage  gji  j  cnterpr'uv  VK  NvVu>\\y 


rtpreffed,  and  the  mind  congealed  in 
IKTj>etu3l  inactivity  by  the  fatal  influ- 
ence of  frigorlfick  wildom. 

Every  man  <hould,  indeed,  carefully 
compare  his  force  with  his  undertakinej 
for  though  wc  ojight  not  to  live  only 
for  our  own  fakes,  and  though  there- 
fore danger  or  difficulty  fhculd  not  be 
avoided  merely  bccauie  we  may  expoie 
ourlllves  to  mifery  or  difgrace;  yet  it 
may  be  juftly  required  of  us,  not  to 
throw  away  our  lives  upon  inadequate 
and  hopelels  deligns,  fmce  we  might, 
by  a  iult  ellimate  of  our  abilities,  be- 
come moieuleful  to  mankind. 

There  is  an  Irrational  contempt  of 
danger  which  approaches  nearly  to  the 
folly,  if  not  tho  guilt,  of  fuicide;  there 
is  a  ridiculous  perlcvcrance  in  impra£li- 
cal)lc  Ichcmes,  which  is  juftlv  puni/hed 
with  ignominy  and  reproach,  ^ut  in  die 
wide  regions  of  probabiiiiy,  which  arc 
the  proper  province  of  prudence  and 
election,  there  is  always  room  to  deviate 
on  either  fide  of  re6>itude  witltout  ru(h- 
ing  againft  apparent  abliu\lit)'j  and  ac- 
cording to  the  inclinations  of  nature, 
or  the  impreflions  of  precept,  the  dar- 
ing and  tne  cautious  may  move  in  dif- 
ferent direflions  without  touching  upoa 
raflmefs  or  cowardice. 

That  there  is  a  middle  path  which  it 
is  every  man's  duty  to  find,  and  to  keep, 
is  unanimoufly  confeffcd;  but  it  is  like- 
wife  acknowledged,tliat  this  middle  padi 
is  fo  narrow,  that  it  cannot  eafdy  be 
difcovered,  aiid  fo  little  beaten,  that 
there  arc  no  certa-n  niai*ks  by  which  ic 
can  be  followei  1;  the  care,  therefore^  of 
all  thofe  who  condu£l  others  has  beeoi 
that  whenever  they  decline  into  obliqui- 
ties, they  (hould  tend  towaa^s  the  lufe 
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n,  indeed,  raife  no  wonder  that 
r  has  been  generally  cenfured; 
s  one  of  the  vices  with  which 
.  be  charged,  and  which  there- 
rat  numbers  are  ready  to  con- 
It  is  the  vice  of  noble  and  ge- 
ninds,  the  exuberance  of  inag- 
y,  and  the  ebullition  of  geniusj 
nercforc  not  regarded  with  much 
:fs,  becaufe  it  never  flatters  us 
appearance  of  foftnefs  and  im- 
which  is  commonly  neceflfary  to 
re  compafHon.  But  if  the  fame 
1  had  been  applied  to  the  fearch  of 
Its  againlt  the  folly  of  prcliip- 
mpoflibilitics,  and  anticipating 
on,  I  know  not  whether  many 
lot  have  been  roufed  to  ufeful- 
lo,  having  been  taught  to  con- 
)rudence  with  timidity,  never 
I  to  excel,  left  they  fhould  un- 
ely  fail. 

iieccflTan'  to  diftlnguifli  our  own 
from  that  of  others,  and  that 
sn  will  perhaps  afTitt  us  in  fixing 
limits  of  caution  and  adventu- 
.  In  an  undertaking  that  in- 
hc  happini'fs  or  the  fafety  of 
we  have  certainly  no  nglit  to 
Tiorc  than  is  allowed  by  ihofc 
take  the  danger;  but  where  only 
J  can  fufl:er  by  milcarriagc,  we 
ronfined  within  fuch  narrow  li- 
id  liill  Icfs  is  the  reproach  of  tc- 
when  numbers  will  receive  ad- 
by  fuccefs,  and  only  one  be  in- 
cd  by  failure. 

.re  generally  willing  to  hearpre- 
which  cafe  is  favoured;  and  as 
rment  is  ralfal  by  general  reprc- 
s  of  human  folly,  even  in  thofe 
moll  eminently  jealous  of  coin- 
reputation,  wc  confefs,  with- 
-tancc,  that  vain  man  is  igno- 
is  own  wcakncfs,  and  therefore 
y  prefumes  to  attempt  what  he 
r  acconiplifti;  but  it  ought  like- 
ic  remembered,  that  a  man  is 
morant  of  his  own  |y)wcrs,  and 
rhaps  have  accomplished  a  thou- 
igns,  which  the  prejudices  of 
e  retrained  him  from  attcmpt- 

\jCcrvci\  in  the  golden  vcrfes  of 
a<,  that  '  power  is  never  far 
cccfTity.'  The  vigour  of  the 
niud  quickly  appears,  when 
10  lunger  any  place  for  doubt 
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and  hedtation,  when  diffidence  is  abforb- 
cd  in  the  fcnfe  of  danger,  or  ovcrwhelra-- 
cd  by  fome  refiftlefs  paffion.  We  then 
foon  difcover,  that  difHcuItv  is,  for  the 
nioilp-r:,  the  daughter  of  idlenefs;  that 
the  oDltacles  with  which  our  way  feem- 
cd  to  be  oblhnfted  were  only  phantoms* 
which  we  believed  real,  bccaule  we  durft 
not  advance  to  a  cloft:  examination;  and 
we  learn  that  it  is  impofliblc  to  deter- 
mine without  experience  how  much  con- 
ftincy  may  endure,  or  perfcverance  per- 
form. 

But  whatever  pleafure  may  be  found 
in  the  review  of  diftreffes  when  art  or 
courage  has  furmounted  them,  few  will 
be  perfuaded  to  wifli  that  they  may  be 
awakened  by  want  or  terror  to  the  con- 
vi6lion  of  their  own  abilities.  Eveqr 
one  fhould  therefore  endeavour  to  invi- 
gorate himfelt"  by  rcafon  and  refle^lion, 
and  determine  to  exert  the  latent  force 
that  nature  may  have  repofitetl  in  him, 
before  the  hour  of  exigence  comes  upon 
him,  and  compuKion  Oiall  torture  him 
to  diligence,  it  is  below  the  dignity  of 
a  reafonable  being  to  owe  that  itrength 
to  necellity  which  ought  always  to  aft 
at  the  call  of  choice,  or  to  nee^i  any  otlier 
motive  to  induftry  than  the  delirc  of  per- 
forming his  duly. 

Refleftions  that  may  drive  away  dc- 
fpair  cannot  be  wanting  to  him  who 
confiders  how  much  life  is  now  advanced 
beyond  the  ftate  of  naked,  undifciplined, 
uninftrucled  nature.  Whate\'er  has  been 
effcfted  for  convenience  or  elegance, 
while  it  was  yet  unknown,  was  believed 
impoflible;  and  therefore  would  never 
have  been  attempted,  had  not  fome,  more 
daring  than  the  reft,  adventuretl  to  bid 
di-fiance  to  prejudice  and  cenlui-c.  Nor 
is  there  yet  any  reafon  to  doubt  that  the 
fame  labour  would  be  rewarded  with 
the  fame  fuccefs.  There  are  qualities 
in  the  products  of  nature  yet  undifcover- 
ed,  and  combinations  in  the  powers  of 
art  yet  uniri«l.  It  is  the  dutv  of  every 
man  to  endeavour  that  fomecjiing  may 
he  added  by  his  indulhy  to  the  hcrcdi- 
taiy  aggi'egate  of  knowledf![c  and  happi-i 
nefs.  To  add  much  can  mdced  be  the 
lot  of  few,  but  to  add  Ibmething,  how- 
ever little,  every  one  may  hope;  and  of 
every  honeft  endeavour,  it  is  certain, 
that,  however \mfucccfsful,  it  will  be  at 
laft  rewarded. 


-^^  cyaoL. 
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HON   SrC   TRATA   NOVO   VERE    D^CENTIA 
^STATIS   (Alin/r.    PlSrOLIAT   VAPOR, 
SAiVIT  SOLSTll  I'^   CVM    MEPIUS    P 1  K  S  .  ■ 

VT    Kl'I.fi..R    TF.NFRIS    Q^L  I    R  API  AT   CLMS 
MOMF  NTD  »  AFir  UR,    NUM.AQ^Ur.    NON    PlEf 
rORMOSI   Si-   -l-ll'M    CORPORIS    ABSIULIT. 
UTS   rST  FOK'.f\    Kl'fiAX.       ^JJIS   SAPIENS   AOKO 
CONFIPAT    FRACILI? 


Seiceca* 


KOT   r.iSTr.R    IN   TKT    SUMMER  S  RAY 

THE    yPRINCi'i    ra.ML   BEAUTY  TAPES   AWAY, 

THAN    ANGUISH    AM>    DECAY  CONSUME 

THE  '.Mil  \'.r,  virgin's  RiSY  ntoori. 

SOVf    BEAT  I  y's    SNATCH'I)   EACH    D  t  V,  EACH   HOUX  } 
FOR    LEAUTY    IS    A   Ff.  E  ETINC    KLOW'r: 
Tlirv    HOW    C  KTt   NVliPOM    k'ERCONFIUK 

in.ekautv  s   momlntary  prjpe? 

Elphinstoiv* 


TO  THE  RAMBLER. 

StR, 

YOU  Vave  ViTv  lately  ()l)foi-\'CiU  thnt 
in  the  nj:iur<:u$  fi:l)ii'vi(icr.3  of 
the  world,  every  c Ills  mui  order  cf  inan- 
kiiul  hiivc  'oy .-.  .ird  forsows  of  tlu  ir  own ; 
we  all  iirl  buiulv  jv.'.n  iir.'l  plcnnirc  fiom 
r\'cnis  which  ]rA\^  unhccdid  b'».t'oic  othiT 
c\cs,  bvil  ran  karttly  c»  ir.minr.catc  our 
perceptions  to  mill's  prux<.upled  bydlt'- 
ffrcnt  objccls,  any  inar;;  ih;in  ill-.  dJir,!Lt 
of  \vell-dilj)o{ul  coloiiis  cr  h.innonious 
founds  can  he  iinjiArtcd  to  fiich  us  want 
the  fcnfe  of  lu.irint;  or  of  ti^^ht. 

I  am  fo  Itronrjly  convinced  of  the 
.^lilnrfs  t.i'  this  rLii.avk,  and  hi\L  rn  fo 
manyocc  iuon^idilVcvfied  wlili  howlliile 
attention  pr'cL-  kc-lci  upon  c;i!;inv!ty  of 
which  rp.e  ihu'.ks  herfelt"  r.ci  in  ii:;n;.'..r, 
and  indo'cnce  lilitus  to  tcinplr.ii'i  ^vhcn 
it  is  not  cc'nocd  !^y  her  own  rcinrn-.bi  ^:icc, 
that  though  1  ?.in  about  to  lay  iV.c  oc- 
currencj';  <^f  my  life  ri:forc  vou,  T  c.U'.l'- 
tion  whether  you  will  ccndclcrnd  to  pcr- 
iifc  n^.y  n:!ria;iv'c,  r)r  without  llu  1-clpof 
feme  femrdc  ipcculatift  1)l-  al^lc  to  i:nJcr- 
ftand  it. 

I  was  born  a  beauty.  From  tin:  dawn 
of  rcafon  I  hail  my  regard  turned  wholly 
iiI>on  myfclf,  nor  can  rccolLct  :!ny  thing 
earlier  than  praifc  and  admiration.  My 
mo! her,  whole  face  had  luckily  advan- 
ced her  to  a  condition  above  her  birth, 
thought  no  evil  lb  ^-nat  as  ddormity. 
^hc  had  jiot  tl'.e  power  of  ini:':;!nin-^c  any 
Other  dLfc£i  thaa  ;i  cloudy  corx\\At^\v>ii» 


or  difproporiionatc  features;  and  that- 
fore  contemplated  mc  as  an  aircmb^ 
of  all  that  could  ralte  envy  or  deiiity 
and  pcdi^^ed  with  triumphant  fondnfil& 
the  extent  of  my  conquefts,  and  the  nuu- 
bci  of  my  llaves. 

She  never  mentioned  any  of  my  youif 
acquaintance  before  mc,  out  to  remait 
how  much  ihcy  fell  below  my  pcrfef^icoii 
how  one  would  have  had  a  fine  face  but 
that  her  eyes  were  witJiout  luArej  htwr 
another  iV.  uck  the  fieht  at  a  d:(hince,but 
wanted  my  hair  ana  teeth  at  a  nearer 
vit  -vj  another  difgraccd  an  elegant  ftupc 
wirh  a  l^rovvn  flcin;  fome  had  fliort  fin-  . 
gi  I  s,  and  others  dimples  in  a  wrong 
plar«!. 

As  fhc  exposed  no  happinefs  nor  ad- 
vantage but  from  beauty,  fhe  thought 
nothing  but  beauty  wortnv  of  hercait; 
and  her  maternal  kindnefs  was  chidly 
excrcilcd  in  contrivances  to  protcft  me 
from  any  accii'.ent  that  might  deface  me 
with  a  fear,  or  ftain  mc  with  a  freckle: 
Ihe  never  thought  me  fufRciently  Hiaded 
from  th<;  fun,  or  fcrecned  from  the  fire. 
She  was  fevere  oi  indulgent  with  no  other 
int-.ntion  than  the  prefervaiion  of  my 
form}  Hie  exrufed  me  from  work,  leftl 
ihould  learn  to  hang  down  my  head,  or 
harden  my  iinger  with  a  oeedle;  ihe 
i'natched  away  my  book,  bccauJe  a  yoong 
lady  in  the  neighbourhood  had  macfi 
her  eyes  red  with  reailing  by  a  candki 
but  fhe  would  fcarcely  futtrr  me  to  eaft 
led  I  fhould  fpoil  my  (liape,  nor  to  walk 
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I  was  accurately  furveyed  from 
30t,  left  I  fhould  have  Aiffered 
nution  of  my  chaims  In  the 
:s  of  the  day;  and  was  never 
I  to  deep,  till  I  had  palTed 
:he  cofmetick  difciplinc,  part  of 
IS  a  regular  ludration  pci'form- 
bean-nower  water  and  May- 
y  hair  was  perfumed  with  va- 
ingucntSy  by  fomc  of  which  it 
:  thickened,  and  by  others  to  be 
The  foftncfs  of  my  hands  was 
by  medicated  gloves,  and  my 
ihbed  with  a  pomade  prepared 
Dthcr,  of  virtue  to  difcufs  pun- 
l  clear  difcolorations. 
always  called  up  early,  becaufe 
ing  air  gives  a  freflinefs  to  the 
but  I  was  placed  behind  a  cur- 
ny  mother's  chamber,  becaufe 

is  eafily  tanned  by  the  riHng 
rfiras  then  drefled  with  a  thou- 
:autions,  and  again  heard  my 
fes,  and  triumphed  in  the  com- 

and  prognoitications  of  all 
oached  mc. 

other  was  not  fo  much  prepof- 
h  an  opinion  of  my  natural  ex- 
\  as  not  to  think  fome  cultiva- 
flary  to  their  completion.  She 
e  that  I  fhould  want  none  of 
aplifliments  included  in  female 
1,  or  confidei'ed  neceflaiy  in 
)le  life.  I  was  looked  upon  in 
I  year  as  the  chief  ornament  of 
Hng-maftcr's  ball ;  and  Mr. 
xi  to  reproach  his  other  fcholars 

performances  on  the  harpd- 
At  twelve  I  was  remarkable  for 
ny  CHrds  with  great  elegance  of 

and  accuracy  of  judgment. 
i  the  time  came  when  my  mo- 
ight  me  perfect  in  my  exercifes, 
ified  to  difplay  in  the  open  world 
xniplifhments  which  had  yet 
1  dilcovcrcd  in  feleft  parties,  or 
Ic  aflemblies.  Preparations  were 

made  for  my  appearance  on  a 
light,  which  (he  confidcred  at 
important  and  critical  moment 
ifc.  She  cannot  be  charged 
rle^ting  any  means  of  recom- 
m,  or  leaving  any  thing  to 
rhich  piudence  could  afcertain. 
nament  was  tried  in  every  po(i- 
Tf  friend  was  confulted  about 
ir  of  my  drcfs,  and  the  mantua- 
iPtre  hantiUHi  with  directions  and 
li. 
\  the  mght  2iTiv?d  from  which 


my.  future  life  was  to  be  reckoned.  I 
was  dreffed  and  fcnt  out  to  conquer, 
with  a  heart  beating  like  that  of  an  old 
knight-errant  nt  his  firft  fally.  Scholars 
have  told  me  of  a  Spartan  matron,  who» 
when  fhe  armed  her  fon  for  battle,  bade 
him  bring  back  his  (hield,  or  be  brought 
upon  it.  My  venerable  parent  difmif- 
fed  me  to  a  field,  in  her  opinion  of  equal 
glory,  with  a  command  to  (hew  that  I 
was  her  daughter,  and  not  to  return 
without  a  lover. 

I  went,  and  was  received  like  otlier 
plcafmg  novelties  with  a  tumult  of  ap- 
plaufe.  Every  man  who  valued  him- 
felf  upon  the  graces  of  his  perfon,  or  y 
the  elegance  of  his  addrefs,  crowded 
about  me,  and  wit  and  fplendor  con- 
tended for  my  notice.  I  was  delight- 
fully fatigued  with  inceflant  civilities, 
which  were  made  more  pleafmg  by  the 
apparent  envy  of  thofe  whom  my  pre- 
fence  cxpofed  to  negle£l,  and  returned 
with  an  attendant  equal  in  rank  and 
wealth  to  my  utmoft  wiihes,  and  from 
this  time  ftood  in  the  firft  rank  of  beauty, 
was  followed  by  gazers  in  the  Mall, 
celebrated  in  the  papers  of  the  day,  imi- 
tated by  all  who  endeavoured  to  rife  in- 
to faihioo,  and  ccnfured  by  thofe  whom 
age  or  difappointment  forced  to  retii-c. 

My  mother,  who  pleafed  herfelf  with 
the  hopes  of  feeinc;  my  exaltation,  dref- 
fed me  with  all  the  exuberance  of 
finery;  and  when  I  reprefenlcd  to  her 
that  a  fortune  might  be  expefted  pro- 
portionate to  my  appearance,  told  me 
that  ihc  (liouid  fcom  the  reptile  who 
could  enquire  after  the  fortune  of  a  girl 
like  mc.  She  advifed  mc  to  profecute 
my  viflorics,  and  time  would  certainly 
bring  me  a  captive  who  might  defer ve  the 
honour  of  being  enchained  for  ever. 

My  lovers  were  indeed  fo  numerous, 
that  I  had  no  other  care  than  that  of  de- 
termining to  whom  I  (hould  feem  to  give 
tlie  preference.  But  having  been  fteadir 
ly  and  induibioully  inftiuded  to  pre- 
fcrve  my  heart  from  any  imprcflions 
which  might  hinder  mc  from  confultiu^ 
my  intercft,  I  ailed  with  Icfscmbarrafl- 
roent,  becaufe  ray  chuici:  was  regulated 
by  principles  more  cleai*  and  certain  tiiaix 
the  caprice  of  approbation.  When  I 
had  fmglcd  out  one  from  the  reft  as  more 
worthy  of  encouragement,  I  precceiied 
in  my  mcafures  by  tlie  rules  of  art;  and 
ytt  when  the  ardour  of  the  fiift.  vllit^ 
was  fpent,  gcnctaWv  ^oxitvii  ;kW<i\v^^t- 
clenfioa  of  mv  u\ftAitwc<:\  \  ^t:\\.\x^  x«v>j- 
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fclf  the  want  of  fomc  power  todivcrfify 
amurement,  and  enliven  converlation, 
and  could  not  but  fufpcft  that  my  mind 
failed  in  perfonning  the  piomifcs  of  my 
face.  This  opinion  was  foan  confirm- 
ed by  one  of  ray  lovers,  who  married 
Lavinia  with  lefs  beauty  and  fortune 
than  mine,  bccaufc  he  thought  a  wife 
ought  to  have  qualities  which  might 
make  her  amiable  when  her  bloom  was 
pad. 

The  vanity  of  my  mother  would  not 
fuffer  her  to  difcover  any  dcfefl  in  one 
that  had  been  formed  by  her  inftni6>ions, 
and  had  all  the  excellence  which  (he  her- 
felf  could  boaft.  She  told  me  that  no- 
thing fo  much  hindered  the  arlvancement 
of  women  as  literature  and  wit,  which 
generally  frightened  away  thofe  that 
could  make  the  bed  fcttlements,  and 
drew  about  them  a  necilv  tribe  of  poets 
and  philofophers,  that  hlled  their  heads 
with  wild  notions  of  content,  and  con- 
templation, and  virtuous  obfcurity.  She 
therefore  enjoined  me  to  improve  my 
minuet  ftcp  with  a  new  French 'flancing- 
mafter,  and  wait  the  event  of  the  next 
birth-night. 

I  had  now  almoft  completed  my  nine- 
teenth year:  if  my  charms  had  loft  any 
of  their  foftnefs,  it  was  more  than 
compcnfated  by  additional  dignity  j  and 


if  the  attraflions  of  innocence  we 
paired,  their  place  was  fupplied 
arts  of  allurement.  I  was  thi 
preparing  for  a  new  attack,  witho 
abatement  of  my  confidence,  wh 
the  midft  of  my  hopes  and  fcher 
was  feized  by  that  dreadful  r 
which  has  fo  often  put  a  fudden 
the  tyranny  of  beaut)'.  I  recorei 
health  after  a  long  confinemen 
when  I  looked  again  on  that  face 
had  been  often  fludicd  with  tranf 
ifs  own  reflexion,  and  faw  all 
had  learned  to  value,  all  that  1 1 
deavoured  to  improve,  all  that  h: 
cured  me  honours  or  praifes,  im 
ably  dellroyed,  I  funk  at  once  in 
lancholy  and  defpondence.  M 
was  not  much  confblcd  or  allevia 
my  mother,  who  ^eved  that  I  h 
loft  my  life  together  with  my  I 
and  aeclared,  that  fhe  thought  a 
woman,  divefted  of  her  charms,  1: 
thin,*;  for  which  thofe  .who  lov 
could  dcfire  to  fave  her  from  the  g 
Having  thus  continued  my  rela 
the  period  from  which  my  life 
new  courfe,  I  (hall  conclude  it 
other  letter,  if  by  publiftiing  t1 
flitw  any  regard  for  the  correfpo 
of,  Sir,  Sec. 

Vici 


N°  CXXXI.    TUESDAY,   JUNE  i8,    1751. 

— — FATIS  ACCIDE  nriSQ^CF, 

XT  COtF.  FELlcri^    MIFEROS  Ft'OE.       STniSA   COTLO 

VT  DISTANT,    FLAMMA  MARI,  81C  UTILE   RECTO. 

LUCAM 

STILL  FOLLOW  WHERE    AUSPICIOUS  FATES  INVITE  5 
CARESS  THE   HAFPY,    AND   THE  WRE  rCHEI>  SLIGHT. 
SOONER   SHALL   JARRING    ELEMENTS  UNITE, 
THAN   TRUTH  WITH  GAIN,    THAN   I^TRR£8T  WITH  RIGHT, 

F.I 


HERK  is  fcarcely  any  fcntiment     prcfen-e  an  invaiiable  tendency 
in  which,  argidft  the  innumerable     which  they  afterwards  diverg;c  ii 

berlcfs  dircftions. 


varieties  of  inclination  that  natm-c  or 
accident  haw  fcattcrcd  in  the  world,  wc 
find  greater  numbers  concurring  than  in 
the  wifti  for  riches;  a  wifti  indeed  fo  pre- 
valent, that  it  may  be  conf.dcred  as  imi- 
vcrfal  and  tranfcendental,  as  the  dcfire  in  ' 

.   which  all  other  dcfires  are  included,  and 

of  which  the  various  purpofes  which 

actuate  mankind  are  only  fubordinaie 

jpecjcs  2nd  diflferent  modiHcaiions. 

Wcaith  is  the  general  center  oC  \nc\\- 

natiun,  the  }X)int  to  which  aU  mmd^ 


/ergc 
Whatever  is 
mote  or  ultimate  defign,  the  in 
ate  care  is  to  !)c  rich}  and  in  w! 
enjoyment  wc  intend  finally  to  ace 
we  ieldom  confider  it  as  attaina 
by  the  means  of  money.  Of 
therefore  all  unanimouOy  conf 
value,  «or  is  there  anydifagrcem 
about  the  ulc. 

'  No  defirc  can  Ik  formed  whicl 
^Q  YxoX.  •A.CR^l  \w  ^auf V •     He  that 
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rout  dependants,  in  refined  praife 
mlar  acclamations ,  in  the  accu- 
ion  of  curiofities  or  the  revels  of 
f ,  in  fplendid  edifices  or  wide  plan- 
s,  miul  ftill  either  by  birth  or  ae- 
on Doflefs  riches.  They  may  be 
ered  as  the  elemental  principles  of 
re,  which  may  he  combined  with 
*s  divcrfity;  as  the  effential  and 
ary  fubftance,  of  which  only  the 
s  left  to  be  adjuded  by  choice, 
c  necedity  of  riches  being  thus  ap- 
:,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  almoft 
mind  has  been  employed  in  en- 
urs  to  acquire  them;  that  multi- 
have  vied  in  arts  by  which  life  is 
bed  with   accommodations,    and 

therefore  mankind  may  rcafon- 
•cexpc£lcd  to  reward. 
bad  indeed  been  happy,  if  this 
ninant  appetite  had  operated  only 
currence  with  virtue,  oy  influenc- 
►ne  but  thoie  who  were  zealous  to 
e  what  they  were  eager  to  pOiTefs, 
id  abilities  to  improve  their  own 
es  by  contributing  to  the  eafe  or 
icfs  of  othei*s.  To  nave  riches  and 
c  merit  wouM  then  have  been  the 
and  fuccefs  might  realbnably  have 
onfidered  as  a  proof  of  excellence. 
:  we  do  not  find  that  any  of  the 

of  men  keep  a  ftntcd  projwrtion 
rr  powers  of  attainment.  Many 
mu  defire  weilth,  who  can  never 
-c  it  by  honeil  induftry  or  ulcful 
edge.  They  therefore  turn  their 
bout  to.  examine  what  other  me- 
can  be  found  of  gaining  that 
none,  however  impotent  orwoitli- 
•/ill  be  content  to  want, 
ttle  enquiry  will  difcover  that  there 
;arer  ways  to  profit  than  through 
:ricacies  of  art,  of  up  the  fteeps  of 
•j  what  wifdom  and  virtue  fcarcely 
:  at  the  clofe  of  life,  as  the  rrcom- 
of  long  toil  and  repeated  efforts, 
:i;ht  within  the  reach  of  fubtilty 
ihoncfty  by  more  exi)editious  and 
ndious  meafurcs :  the  wealth  of 
ity  is  an  open  prey  to  falfthood; 
c  poflTcffions  of  ignorance  and  im- 
yareeaGly  ftolen  away  by  the  con» 
:c«  of  fecret  artifice,  or  feized  by 
ipe  of  un refilled  violence, 
s  Ukcwifc  not  hard  to  difcover, 
chcs  always  procure  prote£lion  for 
:lvc$,  that  tney  dazzle  the  eye?  of 
y,  divert  the  celcritv  of  j>urfuit, 
peafe  the  ferocity  of  vengeance. 
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have  large  poiTefHons,  very  few  think  it 
requifite  to  enquire  by  what  pra£lices 
they  were  obtained;  the  relcntment  of 
mankind  rages  only  againlVthc  (Irugeles* 
of  feeble  and  timorous  coiTuption;  out 
when  it  has  furmountcd  the  firft  oppo- 
fition,  it  is  afterwards  fupported  by  fa- 
vour, and  animated  by  applaufe. 

The  profpe^k  of  gaining  Ij^eedily  what 
is  ardently  defired,  and  me  certainty  of 
obtaining  by  every  acceftion  of  advan- 
tage an  addition  of  fecurity,  have  fo  far 
prevailed  upon  the  paiTions  of  mankind, 
that  the  .peace  of  life  is  deftroycd  by  a 
genei-al  and  inceflant  ftruggle  for  riches. 
It  is  obfeiTcd  of  gold,  by  an  old  cpi- 

J^ramfnatift,  that  to  bats  it  is  to  be  in 
ear,  eind  to  wo  ant  it  is  to  be  inforrovu. 
There  is  no  condition  which  is  not  dif- 
quieted  either  with  the  care  of  gaining 
or  of  keeping  money;  and  the  race  of 
man  may  be  divided  in  a  political  efti- 
mate  between  thole  who  are  pra£tifmg 
fraud,  and  thofe  who  are  repelling  it. 

If  we  confider  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
world,  it  will  be  found,  that  all  con- 
fidence is  loll  among  mankind,  that  no 
man  ventures  to  aft,  where  money  can 
be  endangered,  u(x)n  the  faith  of  an- 
other. It  is  impoflible  to  fee  the  long 
fcrolis  in  which  evciy  contraft  is  includ- 
ed, with  all  their  appendages  of  i'eals 
and  atteHation,  without  wondering  at 
the  depravity  of  thofe  beings,  who  muft 
be  refti-ained  from  violation  of  nromife 
by  fuch  formal  and  publick  evfdences, 
and  precluded  from  eqiiivocation  and 
fubterfuge  by  fuch  panclilious  minute- 
ncfs.  Among  all  the  faiires  to  which 
folly  and  wicked nefs  have  given  occafion, 
none  is  equally  fevere  with  a  bond  or  a 
fettlcmcnt. 

Of  the  various  arts  by  which  riches 
may  be  obtained,  the  greater  part  are 
at  the  fii^ft  view  irrcconcilcable  with  the 
lav/s  of  virtue;  fomc  are  openly  flagiti- 
ous, and  praftifed  not  only  in  ncglcft, 
but  in  defiance  of  faith  and  jullice;  and 
the  reft  are  on  evcr>'  fide  fo  entangled 
with  dubious  tendencies,  and  fo  U:iet 
with  perpetual  temptations,  that  very 
few,  even  of  thofe  who  are  not  yet  aban- 
doned, are  able  to  ptrcfeiTe  their  inno- 
cence, or  can  produce  any  other  claim 
to  pardon  than  that  they  nave  deviated 
from  the  right  Icfs  than  others,  and  have 
fooner  and  more  diligently  cndcavouixx! 
to  i-eturn. 

One  of  tJie  chief  charafteriftlcks  oC 
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nc'ther  care  nor  danger  had  intniJcd  on 
mankind,  is  the  community  of  poflcf- 
fions:  ftrife  and  fraud  were  totally  ex- 
cluded, and  every  turbulent  paflion  was 
lUlled  by  plenty  and  equafity.  Such 
weic  indeed  happy  limes,  but  fuch 
times xran  retiun  no  more.  Community 
of  poflelTion  muft  include  Ipontancity 
of  produclionj  for  what  is  obtained  by 
la.bour  will  be  of  right  the  property  of 
him  by  whofe  labour  it  is  gamecl.  And 
while  a  rightful  claim  to  plcafure  or  to 
affluence  mutt  be  procured  either  by 
llow  induftry  or  unceitain  hazard,  there 
will  always  be  multitudes  whom  cow- 
ardice or  impatience  incite  to  more  fafe 
and  more  fpccdy  methods,  who  ftrivc 
to  pluck  the  fruit  without  cultivating 
the  tree,  and  to  fhai-e  the  advantages 
of  vi6lory  without  pai-taking  the  dan- 
ger of  the  battle. 

In  liter  ages,  the  convi£llon  of  the 
danger  to  which  virtue  is  expoled  while 
the  mind  continues  open  to  the  influ- 


ence of  riches,  has  determined  many  to 
vows  of  pcrj^etual  poverty;  they  hate 
fuppreflcd  deln-e  by  cutting  off  the  jwf- 
fibility  of  gnitificition,  and  fecund 
their  peace  by  dcilroyine  the  enemy 
whom  they  had  no  hope  of  reducing  to 
quiet  fubjc6lion.  But  by  debarring  them- 
iclves  from  evil,  they"  have  refcindd 
many  oj)portimities  of  good;  they  lu?e 
too  often  funk  into  inactivity  and  imM'- 
nefs;  and  though  they  have  forborne  to 
injure  fociety,  nave  not  fully  paid  their 
contributions  to  it's  happinefs. 

While  riches  arc  fo  neceflsuyto  preloit 
convenience,  and  fo  much  more  eafily 
obtained  by  crimes  than  virtues.  Hat 
mind  can  only  be  fecured  from  yielding 
to  the  continual  impulfe  of  covetooN 
nefs  by  the  prejwndemtion  of  unchange- 
able and  etei*nal  motives.  Gold  will  turn 
the  intcUeftual  balance,  when  weighed 
only  againd  reputation;  but  will  be  light 
ancf  ineffectual  when  the  oppofite  fcakift 
charged  with  jufticc,  veracity,  and  piety. 
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TURPIBUS  AC  PRAVIS  OMNES  SUMUS.- 


Jo\ 


THE  MIND  or   MORTALS,  IN   rSRVCRSENZSS  STRONG,  - 
IMDIfiF.S  WITH  DIRE   DOCILITY   THE   WRONG. 


TO  THE  RAMLLER. 
MR.  RAMBLER, 

I  Was  bretl  a  fcholr.r,  and  after  the 
ufuul  courfe  of  education,  found  it 
recciTary  to  employ  fcr  the  iiipport  of 
life  that  learning  which  I  had  ahnoft  cx- 
haufted  my  litttlc  fortune  in  ;K\|uiring. 
The  lucrative profefTionsdjcw  my  regard 
with  equal  attra6\ion;  each  }>refenled 
ideas  which  excited  my  curiolity,  and 
each  impofcd  duties  which  tcrrihcd  my 
apprehenfion. 

There  is  no  temper  more  unpropi- 
tlcus  to  inttrdl  than  derultor\'  applica- 
tion and  unlimited  enquiry,  by  which 
the  defires  are  hcM  in  a  perpetual  equi- 
poifc^  and  the  mind  fluctuates  between 
ciffcrentpurpcfcs  wi  thou  tdetcnni  nation. 
I  had  books  of  ever)'  kind  round  me, 
among  which  I  divided  n>y  time  as  ca- 
price or  accident  dircftcd.  I  often  fpcnt 
the  firll  hours  of  the  day  in  confider- 
ing  to  what  (hidy  I  fhould  devote  the 
jvitf  and  at  Jail  fnatched  up  an  autlioi 
ihdt  Jay  upon  the  Ubk,  or  pcrbap%  fled 


to  a  cofTee-houfe,  .for  deliverance  from 
the  anxiety  of  irrefolution,  and  the 
gloominefs  of  folitudc. 

Thus  my  little  patrimony  grew  im- 
perctptibly  lefs,  till  I  was  roufed  firora 
my  Iitci-ary  flumber  by  a  creditor, 
whofc  impommiiy  obliged  me  to  pacify 
him  with  fo  large  a  fum,  that  what  re- 
mained was  not  fufHcient  to  fupport  me  . 
more  than  eight  months.  1  hope  yoo 
will  not  rjcproach  mc  with  avarice  qf 
cowardice,  if  1  acknowledge  that  I  now 
thought  mvfelf  in  danger  of  diitrefs, 
and  obligccf  to  endeavour  after  fomc  cer- 
tain competence. 

There  have  i'»cen  heroes  of  negligsnce» 
who  have  laid  the  price  of  their  laliaa? 
in  a  drawei-,  and,  without  the  leaft  in- 
terruption cf  their  tranquillity  or  abate- 
ment of  their  cxpenccs,  taken  out  one 
piece  after  another,  till  tlierc  was  no 
more  remaining.  But  I  was  not  bom 
to  fuch  dignity  of  impinidence,  or  Rich 
exaltation  abo%'cthe  caies  andneceffities 
of  life:  I  therefore  immediately  engagr 
td  "K\^  iiVavd%  \o  '^x^ca.x^  tor.  "Jk  V«.Vft  «a- 
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nt,  which  might  fct  inc  free 
le  dread  of  poverty,  and  aiford 
e  to  plan  out  fome  final  fcheme 
ng  advantage. 

friends  were  ftnick  with  honcft 
de,  and  immediately  promifed 
ndeavours  for  my  extrication, 
lid  not  fuffer  their  kindnefs  to 
h  by  delay,  but  profecuted  their 
cs  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  in  lefs 
nonth  I  was  perplexed  with  variety 
rs  and  contrariety  of  profpefts. 
1  howe\'erno  time  for  long  paufes 
fideration;  and  therefore  foon  re- 
to  accept  the  office  of  inftrufting 
g  nobleman  in  the  houfe  of  his 

I  went  to  the  feat  at  which  the 
then  happened  to  refide,  was  re- 
with  great  politenefs,  and  invit- 
nter  immediately  oh  my  charge, 
rms  offered  were  fuch  as  I  fhouM 
ly  have  accepted,  though  my 
:  had  allowed  me  greater  liberty 
ce:  the  rcfpe^l  with  which  I  was 

flattered  my  vanity;  and  pcr- 
Kc  fplendor  of  the  apartments, 
:  luxury  of  the  table,  were  not 
without  their  influence.  I  im- 
rly  complied  with  the  propofals, 
ccivcd  the  young  lord  into  my 

ng  ro  defire  to  gain  more  than 
d  truly  delm'e,  I  verj-  diligently 
ted  my  undertaking,  and  had 
isfa6lion  of  difcoveiing  in  my 
flexible  temper,  a  quick  appre- 
,  and  a  retentive  memory.  I 
much  doubt  that  my  care  would, 
:,  produce  a  wife  and  ufeful 
lor  to  the  ftate,  though  my  la- 
Trcfomewhatoblbii6led  by  want 
lority,  and  the  neceflity  of  com- 
with  the  freaks  of  negligence, 
waitin?  patiently  for  the  lucky 
t  of  voluntary  attention.  To  a 
hofc  imagination  was  filled  with 
lity  of  knowledge,  and  to  whom 
tus  life  had  made  all  the  com- 
imufemcnts  infipid  and  con- 
le, .  it  was  not  very  eafy  to  fup- 
I  indignation,  when  he  faw  him- 
"bktn  in  the  midlt  of  his  le^re, 
opportunity  to  catch  an  infe^, 
nd  his  inftruflions  debai'red  from 
to  the  intellectual  faculties,  by 
mory  of  a  chiidifh  fix>lick,  or 
re  ot  a  new  plaything. 
Tcvcxitions  would  have  recurred 
picntlv,  h^d  npt  i^s  msLmma,  by 


cntreatin?  at  one  time  that  he  fliould  be 
excufcd  rrbm  a  taik  as  a  rewaid  for 
fome  petty  compliance,  and  withhold- 
ing him  trom  his  book  at  another,  to 
gratify  hcrfclf  or  her  vifitants  with  hit 
vivacity,  fliewn  him  that  e\'ery  thiiig 
was  more  pleafing  and  more  important 
than  knowledge,  and  that  Ihidy  was  to 
be  endured  rather  than  chofen,  and  was 
only  the  bufincfs  of  thole  hours  which 
pieafuie  left 'I'acant,  or  difclplincuftirp- 
ed. 

I  thought  It  my  duty  to  coipplain,  la 
tender  tenns,  of  thcic  frequent  avoca- 
tions; but  was  anfwcred,  that  rank  and 
fortune  might  reafonnbly  hoj)c  for  fome 
indulgence;  that  the  retai'dation  of  my 
pupil's  progi*cfs  would  not  be  imputed 
to  any  negligence  or  inability  of  mine; 
and  that  with  the  fuccefi  which  6tisfied  ' 
every  body  elfe,  I  might  furely  fatisfjr 
myfdlf.  I  had  now  done  my  duty,  and 
without  more  remonftrances  continued 
to  inculcate  my  precepts  whenever  they 
could  be  heard,  gained  every  day  new 
influence,  and  found  that  by  degrees  ray 
fcholar  began  to  feel  the  quick  impulies 
of  curiofity,  and  the  honefl  ardour,  of 
ftudious  ambition. 

At  length  it  was  refolved  to  pafs  a, 
winter  in  London.  The  lady  had  too 
much  fondnefs  for  her  fon  to  live  five 
months  without  him,  and  too  high  an 
opinion  of  his  wit  and  learning  to  refufe 
her  vanity  the  gratification  of  exhibiting 
him  to  the  publick.  I  remonflrated 
againd  too  early  an  acquaintance  with 
cards  and  company;  but  with  a  fofc 
contempt  of  my  ignorance  and  pedantry, 
flie  faid  thatheha^l  been  already  confin- 
ed too  long  to  folitary  (ludy,  and  it  was 
now  time  to  ftiew  hjm  the  world ;  nothing 
was  more  a  brand  of  meanncfs  than 
bafhfiil  timidity;  gay  freedom  and  ele- 
gant aflurancc  were  only  to  be  gained  by 
mixed  converfation,  a  frequent  inter- 
courfe  with  ftrangcrs,  and  a  timely  in- 
troduction to  fplendid  aflemblies;  and 
flie  had  more  than  once  obferved,  that 
his  forwardnefs  and  complaifance  began 
to  defert  him,  that  he  was  filent  when 
he  had  not  fomcthing  of  confequence 
to  fay,  blufhcd  whenever  he  happened 
to  find  himfelf  miflaken,  and  hung 
down  his  head  in  the  presence  of  the 
ladies,  without  the  readinefs  of  reply, 
and  a£livity  of  oflicioufnefs  remarkable 
in  young  gcntUmctv  that  *i^  >aTt^  Ssv 
London. 
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Again  I  found  refillancf-hopclcfs,  and 
again  thongiit  it  propei  to  comply.  We 
cnfered  tlic  coacn,  and  in  fo\n-  days 
wtrc  pbccd  in  the  gayeft  and  mod  mag- 
Rrficent  region  of  the  town.  My  pu- 
piU  who  had  forfevcnl  veai-s  lived  at  a 
ivmote  feat,  was  immediately  dazzled 
with  a  thoufand  beams  of  novelty  and 
Ibow.  His  imagination  was  tilled  with 
the  pct-pctnal  tumult  of  plcafurc  that 
parted  before  him,  and  it  was  impoflTiblc 
to  allure  him  from  the  window,  or  to 
crrerpower  by  any  charm  rf  eloquence 
the  rattle  ot  coaches,  and  the  founds 
which  echoed  from  the  doors  in  the 
neighbourhood.  In  three  days  his  at- 
tention,  which  he  began  to  regain,  was 
<liftarbed  by  a  rich  fuit,  in  which  he 
wat  equipped  for  the  reception  of  com- 
pany, and  wiiLch,  having  been  long  ac- 
cuilomcd  to  a  plain  dreis,  he  could  not 
9t  firft  furvxy  without  ccllacy. 

The  arrival  of  the  fanrily  was  now 
formally  noticed;  eveiy  hour  of  every 
4aT  brought  mere  intimitc  or  more 
^'iiant  acquaintances  to  the  door;  and 
my  pupil  was  indifcriminately  intro- 
duced to  all,  that  he  mi^ht  accuitdin 
hiihfelf  to  change  of  faces,  and  be  rid 
.with  fpeed  of   his  ruftick  diiHdence, 


He  foon  endeai-ed  himlclf  to  his  : 
by  the  fpcedy  acquifition  or  rcco' 
her  darhng  qualities;  his  eyes  fps 
a  numerous  afltrniMy,  and  his 
dances  at  the  mention  of  a  bal 
has  at  once  caught  the  infeAion  c 
life,  and  has  no  othei-  tell  of  pri 
or  a^Vions  than  the  quality  of 
to  whom  tliey  arc  afcribed.  He 
already  to  look  down  on  me  witt 
riority,  and  fubmits  to  one  (hori 
in  a  weeki  as  an  a6l  of  condef 
rather  tlian  obetlicncej  for  he 
opinion,  that  no  tutor  is  properl 
lified  v/ho  cannot  fpeak  Frencl 
havinj:  foiTneily  learned  a  few  f 
phi-afes  from  his  fifter's  govern* 
is  eveiT  day  foliciting  his  mam 
procure  him  a  foreign  footman, 
may  grow  ))olite  by  his  convei-fat 
am  not  yet  infulfed,  but  find 
likely  to  become  foon  a  fu[)Ci*fiu( 
cumbrance,  for  my  fcholar  has  r 
time  for  fciencc,  or  forvirtu'?:  2 
Hdy  yertei'day  dttclnred  him  fo  mi 
favourite  of  ever)*  company,  that  1 
afraid  he  would  not  have  an  hour 
day  to  dance  and  fence. 
I  am,  &c. 

EUMA 
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MACNA   <ITT1T»EM   SACKIS   OTJ.'K   DAT  PR-«CErTA  LIBELLIt 
TICTRIX    FORTUNE   8AFIENTIA.       PICIMUS   AVTCM 
KOS   ^IJUOQUl    FELICES,    Q^U  I    FERKE   JNCOMMODA    VITA, 
NEC  JACTABE   |UCUM  VITA  DIDICEBE   MAGISTBA. 

Jcv. 

lET  tTOlCKS  ETHICrt  HATTCHTY  BULKS  ADVANCE, 
TO  COMBAT  FORTUNE,  ANT)  TO  CONf^lER  CHANCE.; 
YET  HAEPT   THOSE,    THOUGH  NOT  SO  LEARKP  ABC  THOITCHT, 

yrnou  life  instructs,  'who  by  eiperience  taught, 

FOB   NEW   TO  COME   FROM  PAST  MISFORTUNES  LOOK, 

X<JB  SHAKE  THE  YO|:Ey   WHICH  GALLS  THE  MOBB  *TIS  SHOOK. 


TO  THE  RAMBLER, 

SIB, 

You  have  fhewn,  by  the  publica- 
tion of  my  letter,  tliat  you  think 
theiife  of  Victoria  not  wholly  unworthy 
of  the  notice  of  a  ]>!iilofopher;  I  (Imlj 
therefore  continue  my  narrative,  with- 
out any  apology  for  unLnapoitancc  which 
you  have  dignified,  or  for  inaccuracies 
which  you  are  to  con^eft. 

When  my  life  appeared  to  be  no 
longer  io  danger,  and  as  mvicVi  o^  m^ 
$nngLh  was  nx^oycfcd  as  ca^bVi^d^m^.V) 


Cb 

bear  the  agitation  of  a  coach,  J 
placed  at  a  Iodising  in  a  neighbi 
villap:c,  to  which  my  mother  dif 
me  with  a  faint  embrace,  havin 
pelted  her  command  not  to  expo 
face  too  foon  to  the  fun  or  wind 
told  me,  that  with  care  I  might  p 
becon^e  toleml'lc  acain,  Inepl 
of  being  tolciabJe  had  very  little 
to  elevate  the  imagination  of  co 
had  fo  lon^  been  accvftomed  to 
and  ectlacy ;  but  it  was  fome  fatitf 
\o  V«  Co^ninted  from  my  mocfaer 


THE    RAMBLER. 


303 


eanty,  and  never  entered  my 
hout  the  whine  of  condohnce, 
3wl  of  anger.  She  often  wan- 
er  my  face,  as  travellers  over 
.  of  a  celeV»rated  city,  to  note 
ICC  which  had  once  been  re- 
j  for  a  happy  feature.  She 
ided  to  vilit  my  retiiiemcnt,  hut 
eft  me  more  melancholy;  for 
ouund  trifling  enquiries  about 

and  a  minute  examination  of 
i,  ftie  generally  concluded  with 
liat  I  mould  ne\'er  more  be  fit 
n. 

ft  I  was  permitted  to  return 
ut  found  no  great  improvement 
mdition;  for  I  was  imprifoned 
amber  as  a  criminal,  wnofc  ap- 
would  difgrace  my  friends,  and 
ed  to  be  torturtd  into  new  bcau- 
try  experiment  which  the  offi- 
of  folly  could  communicate,  or 
ility  of  ignorance  admit,  was 
)n  me.  Sometimes  I  was  co- 
rh  emollients,  by  which  it  was 

that  all  the  fears  would  be 
id  my  cheeks  plumped  up  to 
ner  fmoothnefs;  and  fometimes 
nifhed  with  artificial  excoria- 

hopes  of  gaining  new  jijraces 
ew  fkin.     The  cofmetick.  fci- 

exhaufted  upon  me;  but  who 
T  the  ruins  or  nature  ?  My  mc- 

forctd  to  give  me  reft  at  laft, 
idon  me  to  the  fate  of  a  fallen 
lofe  fortune  Ihe  confidercd  as  a 
g^anic,  no  longer  worthy  of  foli- 

attention. 

:ondition  of  a  young  woman 
never  thought  or  heard  of  any 
cllence  than  beauty,  and  whom 
in  blaft  of  difcafe  wrinkles  in 
nj^  is  indeed  fnfficiently  calami- 
c  is  at  once  deprived  of  all  that 
eminence  or  power;  of  all  that 
r  pride,  orannnated  her  a£tivi- 
at  filled  her  days  with  nlealure, 
nights  with  hope;  all  tliat  gave 
to  the  prcliuit  hour,  or  bright - 
•  profpefts  of  futurity.  It  is 
lot  in  the  power  of  a  man  wncfe 

has  been  divided  by  diverfity 
ts,  and  who  has  not  been  ac- 
I  to  derive  from  othei*s  much 
lappinef*:,  to  image  to  himfelf 
piefs  deftitution,   fuch  difmal 

Every  objeft  of  pleafing  con- 
m  is  at  once  fnatched  away,  and 
findf  every  r9ce;)tscJc  ot  ideas 
fr£JJed  only  with  the  memory 


of  ioys  that  can  relum  no  more.  ATI 
is  gloomy  privation,  or  imjiotcnt  defiiri 
the  faculties  of  anticipation  (lumber  in 
defpondcncy,  or  the  powers  of  pleaiure 
mutiny  for  employment. 

I  was  fo  little  able  to  find  entertara- 
mcnt  for  myfelf,  that  I  was  forced  in  a 
fhort  time  to  ventui-e  abroad,  as  the  ft>- 
litary  fa\'age  is  driven  by  hunger  from 
his  cavcrh.  I  cntei^d  -with  all  the  hts- 
millty  of  difgracc  into  affemblies,  where 
I  had  latply  fparkled  with  gaiety,  and 
towered  with  triumph.  I  was  not  whol- 
ly witliout  hoi)e,  that  dejeftion  had  mif- 
reprefented  me  to  myfelf,  and  that  the 
remains  of  my  foimer  face  might  yet 
have  fome  attm^Slion  and  influence:  hut 
the  firft  circle  of  vifits  convinced  me  tkat 
my  i-eign  was  at  an  end;  that  life  and 
death  were  no  longer  in  ray  bands;  Aat 
I  was  no  more  to  pra£life  the  elance  of 
command,  or  the  ti-own  of  pnmibition; 
to  i-eceive  the  tributeof  fighs  and  praifes, 
or  be  foothed  with  the  gentle  mur- 
mu rs  of  amorous  timidity.  My  opinion 
was  now  unheard,  and  my  propofah 
were  unregai-ded ;  the  nanT>wncr8  of  my 
knowledge,  and  the  meannels  of  my 
fentiments,  were  eafily  difcovered,  when 
the  eyes  were  no  longer  engaged  againft 
the  judgment;  and  it  was  obferved,  by 
thofe  who  had  formerly  been  charmed 
with  my  \nvaciou8  loquacity,  that  my 
underftanding  was  impaired  as  well  as 
my  face,  and  that  I  was  no  longer  qua- 
lified to  fill  a  place  in  any  company  but 
a  party  at  cards. 

It  is  fcarccly  to  be  imagined  how  fo6n 
the  mind  fmks  to  a  level  with  the  con- 
dition. I,  who  had  long  confidered  aU 
who  approached  me  as  vaflais  condemn- 
ed to  regulate  tlieir  pleafurcs  by  my  eyes, 
and  harafs  their  inventions  for  my  enter- 
tainment, was  in  hrfs  than  three  weeks 
reduced  to  receive  a  ticket  with  profeT- 
fions  of  obligation ;  to  catch  with  eager- 
nefs  at  a  compliment;  and  to  watch 
with  all  the  anxioufnefs  of  dependance, 
left  any  little  civility  that  was  paid  me 
fhould  pafs  unacknowledged. 

Though  the  negligence  of  the  men 
was  not  very  pleafing  when  compared 
with  vows  and  adoration,  yet  it  was  far 
more  fupportable  than  the  iiifi>knce  of 
im'  own  lex.  For  the  firft  ten  months 
after  my  return  into  the  world,  I  never 
entered  a  fingle  houfc  in  which  the  me- 
mory of  my  downfal  was  not  revived. 
At  one  p\ace  I  \v?ts  coIv%t^xv\'^L^s.\^\iTN«^ 
cfcape  with  W^c,  iv  t^v:o\\va  \Vv»x\  ^S. 


3°4 

Ac  benefits  of  early  inoculation;  by 
ibmc  I  hate  been  told  in  exprcfs  terms, 
that  I  am  not  vet  without  my  charms; 
bthers  have  whiiinrrcd  at  my  entrance— 
•  This  is  the  celebrated  beauty.'  One 
told  me  of  a  wafh  that  would  fmooth  the 
^Lin;  aiid  another  oAered  mc  her  chair 
tiiat  I  might  not  front  the  light.  Some 
Ibothed  me  with  the  oblcrvation  that 
none  can  tell  how  foon  mv  cafe  may  be 
her  own;  and  fomc  ihougnt  it  proper  to 
leccive  me  with  mournful  tendernefs, 
formal  condolance,  and  confolatory 
blandiihments. 

Thus  was  I  every  day  haraflcd  with 
all  the  (Iratagems  of  well  -bred  malignity ; 
yet  infolence  was  mom  tolerable  than  fo- 
litude,  and  I  therefore  perfilled  to  keep 
my  time  at  the  doors  of  my  acquaintance, 
without  gratifying  them  with  any  ap- 
pearance of  refentment  or  dcprcflion .  I 
expefled  that  their  exultation  would  In 
time  vapour  away;  that  the  joy  of  their 
lupcricrity  would  end  with  it's  novelty ; 
and  that  I  ihould  be  fuffei-ed  to  glide 
along  in  my  pi-cfent  fonn  among  the 
namelefs  multitude,  whom  nature  never 
intended  to  excite  cn:^^  or  admiration, 
nor  enabled  to  delight  tne  e)'e  or  inflame 
the  heart. 

.  This  was  naturally  to  be  expe£\cd, 
and  this  I  began  to  experience.  But 
when  I  was  no  longer  agitated  by  the 
perpetual  ardour  of  refiftance  and  effort 
of  perfcverancc,  I  found  more  fenfibly 
the  want  of  thofe  entertainments  whicn 
Lad  formerly  delighted  me;  the  day  rofc 
upon  me  without  an  engagement,  and 
the  evening  clofcd  in  it's  natural  gloom, 
without  fummoning  me  to  a  concert  or 
a  ball.  None  had  any  care  to  tind 
amufements  for  me,  and  I  had  no  pow- 
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cr  of  amufing  myfclf.  Idlenefs  expofti 
me  to  melancholy,  and  life  began  to  laii- 
guifli  in  motioniefs  indifference. 

Mifery  and  fhame  are  nearly  allied. 
It  was  not  without  many  ftniggles  that 
I  prevailed  on  myfclf  to  confers  mv  un- 
eafinefs  to  Euphemla,  the  only  ttitad 
who  had  never  pained  me  with  comfort 
or  with  pity.  I  at  laft  laid  my  calami- 
ties before  her,  rather  to  leafe  my  heart 
than  i-ecclve  affiftance :  *  We  muft  dif- 

*  tinguifh,'  faid  fhe, '  my  Vi£^oria,  thofe 

*  evils  which  arc   impofed  by  Provi- 

*  dence,  from  thofe  to  which  we  our- 

*  ft-lves  give  the  power  of  hiuting  us. 

*  Of  your  calamity,  a  fmsdl  part  is  the 

*  inflifticn  of  Heaven,  the  rclt  is  litde 

*  more  than  the  corrofion  of  idle  dif- 

*  content.     You  have  loft  that  whiA 

*  may  indeed  fometimes  contribute  tj> 
'  happinefs,  but  to  which  happinefs  is 

*  by  no  means   infeparably  annexed. 

*  Y  ou  have  loft  what  the  greater  num- 

*  ber  of  the  human  race  never  have  pof- 

*  feftld;  what  thofe  on  whom  it  is  be- 

*  ftowed  fcr  the  moft  nart  poffcfs  in  vain; 

*  and  what  you,  wnile  it  was  youn, 

*  knew  not  how  to  ufc:  you  have  only 

*  loft  early  what  the  laws  of  nature  for- 

*  bid  you  to  keep  long,  and  have  loft  it 

*  while  your  mind  is  yet  flexible,  and 

*  while  you  have  time  to  fubftitute  moit 

*  valuable  and  more  durable  cxcellcn- 

*  cic«5.     Coi)fidcr  yourfelf,  my  Viflo- 

*  ria,  as  a  being  bom  to  know,  to  rca- 

*  fon,  and  to  a£l ;  rife  at  once  from  yovr 

*  dream  of  melancholy  to  wifdom  and 
'  to  piety;  you  will  find  that  there  are 

*  other  charms  than  thofe  of  beauty, 

*  and  oti'.ci' joya  than  the  praife  of  fools.* 

I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Victoria. 


N<>  CXXXIV.     SATURDAY,   JUNE  29,  1751. 


<^t;iS  SCIT,    AN   ADJXCIANT  HODIEKKA  CRASTINA  iVUMX 
TZUTOtLA  DX  SUPERl! 

Hoi. 

WHp  KNOWS   IF   KEAV*N,  WITH  1  VER-lOU  N  TEOUS  POW*ft, 
(HALL   AUD  TO-MOJIROW  TO  THE  rRESENT   HOUR? 


I  Sat  yeftcrday  morning  employed  in 
dclibei-ating  on  which,  among  the 
various  fubjects  that  occurred  to  my 
imagination,  I  fhould  beftow  the  paper 
vf  fo-day.  After  a  fhort  effort  of  medi- 
tstjon  by  which  notJiingwas  determined. 


pRAKCIf. 

I  gi'cw  every  moment  more  irrefohitr, 
my  ideas  wandered  from  the  firft  intaa* 
tion,  and  I  i-atherwiOied  to  think,  thiB 
thought,  upon  any  fettled  fubieA;  till 
at  laft  I  was  awakened  from  this  drtafli 
oi  &ud^  V)^  ^  (Siv::jxion«  from  the  pR&< 
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me  wat  come  for  which  I  hnd  be^n 
negligently  pui-pofing  to  provide, 
lowcvcr  dubious  or^uggiln,  I  was 
leceiiitated  to  writel 
ough  to  a  writer  whofc  defign  is  fo 
•eheniive  and  mifcelhneoiis,  that 
ly  accommodate  himfelf  with  a  to- 
Tom  every  Iccne  of  life,  or  view  of 
?,  it  is" no  gicat  aggi-avation  of  his 

0  be  oblit^ed  to  a  mddea  compofi- 
yrt  I  could  not  forbear  to  i-eproach 
f  for  having  fo  long  neglscled  what 
jnavoidabiy  to  be  done,  and  of 

1  evtry  moment's  i<llcnefs  increaf- 
?  difficuhy.  Thert  was,  however, 
plcafurc  in  reflecting  that  I,  who 
>nly  trifled  till  diligence  was  ne- 
fy  might  dill  congi-atiilate  myfelf 
my  fuperiority  to  multitudes,  who 
U'lfled  till  diligence  is  vain-,  who 
y  no  degree  of  a£livity  or  refolu- 
rccover  the  opportunities  which 
flipped  awnyj  and  who  arc  con- 
ed by  thcii-  own  careleffnefs  to 
tCs  cal:imity  and  ban*cn  foiTOw. 

iC  folly  of  allowing  ourfclvcs  to  dc- 
^hat  we  know  cannot  be  finally 
rd,  is  one  of  the  general  weak  ncfles 
I,  in  fpitc  of  the  mftruclion  of  mo- 
i,  and  the  remonftrances  of  rcaibn, 
ii  to  a  greater  or  lefs  d'j;^ee  in  eve- 
lad:  cren  they  who  moll  llcadily 
tand  it,  find  it,  if  not  the  moll  vio- 
thc  moft  pertinacious  of  their  pal- 
,  always  renewing  it's  attacks,  and 
;h  often  vanquiflicd,  nc\'er  dc- 
:d. 

is  indeed  natmral  to  have  particular 
d  to  the  time  prelcnt,  and  to  be 
folicitous  for  that  which  is  by  it's 
.efs  enabled  to  make  the  flrongeft 
'flionft.  When  therefore  r.ny  fharp 
is  to  be  fuffered,  or  any  formidable 
sr  io  be  incunctl,  we  can  fcarcely 
pt  ourfelyes  wlioUy  from  the  fe- 
nents  of  Imagination;  wc  readily 
re  that  another  day  will  bring  fome 
Ht  or  advantage  which  we  now 
;  and  arc  eafihr  perfua^ln  J,  that  the 
ent  of  ncccflity  which  wc  defire 
•  to  aiiive,  is  at  a  gn;at  diftaiKC 
us. 

lus  life  Is  languiflied  away  in  the 
n  of  anxitty,  and  confumca  in  col- 
ig  refoluiion  which  tlie  next  morh- 
impatesj  in  forming purpofen  which 
arcely  hope  to  keep,  and  rcconciU 
ivrfelves  to  our  own  cowardice  by 
Get  which,  while  we  admit  ihcni, 
;8^t&  Zif  9briir4.     Our  iipnucfs 


is  by  the  continual  contemplaCion  of 
miiciy  hourly  impaired ;  every  fubruif- 
fion  to  our  tear  enlarges  it's  dominion ; 
we  not  only  wafte  that  time  m  which  the 
evil  we  dicid  miglit  Ifave  been  fuflfcred 
and  fui-mountcd,  but  even  where  pro- 
crallinaiion  produces  no  abiblute  in- 
creafe  of  our  difliculties,  make  them  lefs 
fuperable  to  ourlclves  by  habitual  ttt*- 
rors.  When  evils  cannot  be  avoided, 
it  is  wife  to  conti-aft  the  interval  of  cx- 
pct5lation  j  to  meet  the  mifchicfs  which 
will  overtake  us  if  we  fly;  and  fuffcr 
only  their  real  malignity  without  the 
conflifts  of  doubt  and  anguifli  of  anti- 
cipation. 

To  aft  is  far  eaGer  than  tcjfuffcr;  yet 
we  every  dny  fee  the  progrefs  of  life  re- 
tarded by  the  'vis'intrtixj  the  mere  re» 
puff nance  to  motion,  and  find  multi- 
tudes repining  at  the  want  of  that  whicH 
nothing  but  idlenefs  hindei's  them  fix^m 
enio\'ing.  The  caf^  of  Tantalus,  in  the 
rejrion  of  poetick  puniflimcnt,  was  fome- 
what  to  be  pitied,  becaufc  the  fruits  thtt 
hung  about  him  retired  fixim  his  hand; 
but  what  tendemefs  can  be  claimed  by  ' 
thofe  who,  though  perhaps  theyfufFer 
the  piins  of  Tantalus,  will  never  lift 
their  hands  for  their  own  relief? 

There  is  nothingmore  common  among 
this  torpid  generation  tlian  mui  murs  and 
complaints;  munnurs  at  uneafinefs  which 
only  vacancy  and  iufpicion*  expofe  tliem 
to  feel,  and  complaints  of  diilreites 
which  it  is  in  their  own  power  to  rc-*. 
move.  Lazinefs  is  commonly  aflbciated 
with  timidity.  Either  fear  originally 
prohibits  endeavours  by  infufing  delpair 
of  fuccefs;  or  the  fi-equent  failure  or  ir- 
refolute  ftruggles,  and  the  conlbnt  de- 
fire  of  avoiding  labour,  imprefs  by  de- 
grees falfe  terrors  on  the  mind.  But 
fear,  whether  natiu'al  or  acquired,  when 
once  it  has  full  pofl*eflion  of  the  fancy, 
never  fails  to  employ  it  upon  vifions  of 
calamity,  fuch  as,  if  they  are  not  diflii- 
pated  by  ufeful  employment,  will  foon 
overcaft  it  with  hon'ors,  and  imbitter 
life  not  only  witli  thofe  miferies  by  which 
all  eaithly  beings  are  rcaily  more  or  lefs 
tonnentcd,  but  with  thole  which  do  not 
yet  exift,  and  which  can  only  be  difcv'rn- 
ed  by  the  perfpicacity  of  cowardice. 

Among  all  who  facrificc  futui-e  ad- 
vantage to  prcfent  inclination,  fcarcely 
any  ^ain  fo  little  as  thofe  that  fuffer 
thcralelves  to  freeze  in  idlenefs.  Other* 
are  comipud  \5^'  fovi\<i  t,tv*o^vw:\^\  oR. 


\m! 
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b;it  to  n-glcft  our  duties,  merely  to 
avoid  thi  labour  of  perfonninrj  theni,  a 
labour  which  is  always  punifiiiiliy  re- 
Nvaj'ded,  is  furely  to  fink  under  weak 
temptations.  Idlcnefs  never  can  fccure 
tranquillity;  the  call  of  leafon  and  of 
confclence  will  pierce*  t!ie  cloiell  pavilion 
of  the  flugj^ard;  and,  though  it  may  not 
have  force  to  dnve  him  from  his  down, 
will  be  loud  enough  to  hinder  him  from 
ileep,  Thofc  moments  which  he  can- 
r.ot  refolve  to  make  uferul  by  devoting 
them  to  the  great  bufinefs  of  his  being, 
will  ftill  be  ufurped  by  powers  that  will 
not  leave  them  to  his  difpofal;  remorfc 
and  vexation  will  feize  upon  them,  and 
.  forbid  him  to  enjoy  what  he  is  Co  de- 
iirous  to  appropriate. 

There  arc  other  caufcs  of  inaftivity 
incident  to  more  a6livc  faculties  and 
more  acute  difcernment.  He  to  whom 
many  pbicf^s  of  purfuit  arife  at  the  fame 
time,  will  frequently  hcfitute  between 
different  dcfjrcs,  till  a  rival  has  preclud- 
ed him,  or  change  his  courfe  as  new  at- 
traftions  prevail,  and  harafs  himfclf 
without  advancing.  He  who  fees  dif- 
ferent ways  to  the  fame  end,  will,  unlcfs 
he  watches  carefully  over  his  own  cou- 
clu6l,  lay  out  too  much  of  his  attention 
.upon  the  comparifon  of  probabilities, 
and  the  adjullment  of  expedients,  and 
paufc  in  the  choice  of  his  road,  till  fome 
accident  intercepts  his  journey.  He 
whofe penetration  extends  to  remote  con- 
fequences,  and  who,  whenever  he  applies 
his  attention  to  any  defign,  difcovcrs 
new  prolpc6ls  of  advantage,  and  pofli- 


bllitlcs  of  improvement,  will  not  ca5if 
hi:  perfuadid  that  his  project  is  ripe  for 
execution;  bui  will  jupenuid  one  contriv- 
ance to  another,  endeavour  to  unite 
various  purpoies  in  one  operation,  mul- 
tiply complications,  and  reHne  niceties, 
tiJl  he  is  entangled  in  his  own  fchcmc, 
and  bewildered  in  the  perplexity  of  vari- 
ous intentions.  He  that  refolves  to  unite 
all  the  beauties  of  fituation  in  a  ncwpur- 
chafe,  muft  wafte  his  life  in  roving  to  no 
piirpofe  from  province  to  province.  He 
that  hopes  in  ihe  fame  houfe  to  obtain 
evciy  convenience,  may  draw  plans  and 
ftudy  Palladio,  but  will  never  lay  a 
ftone.  He  will  attempt  a  trcaiifc  on 
fome  important  fubje£l,  and  amafs  ma- 
tcrials,  confult authors,  and  ftudy  all  the 
dependent  and  collateral  parts  of  learn- 
ing, but  never  conclude  himielf  aualifi^ 
cd  to  write.  He  that  has  abihties  to 
conceive  perfe^on,  will  not  cafily  be 
content  without  it;  and  (incc  perfeaion 
cannot  be  reached,  will  lofc  tnc  oppor- 
tuiiity  of  doing  well  in  the  vain  hope  of 
unattainable  excellence. 

The  certainty  that  life  cannot  be  lone, 
and  the  probability  that  it  will  be  muS 
fhorter  than  nature  allows,  ought  to 
awaken  eveiy  man  to  the  active  profe- 
cution  of  whatever  be  is  drfirous toper- 
form.  It  is  true,  that  no  diligence  can 
afcertain  fuccefsj  death  may  interpept 
the  fwifteft  career;  but  he  who  is  cutoff 
in  the  execution  of  an  honeft  undertak- 
ing, has  at  lead  the  honour  of  falling  is 
his  rank,  and  has  fought  the  battle, 
though  he  raiffcd  tjie  vi6lory. 


N^CXXXV.    TUESDAY,    JULY  2,    1751, 


COELUM,   NON    ANIMUM  MUTANT. 


Hot. 


PLACE  MAY  BE  CHANC'pj    BUT  WHO  CAN  CHANGE   HIS  MIND? 


IT  is  impofTible  to  take  a  view  on 
any  fide,  or  cbferve  cny  of  the  vari- 
ous ciafTes  that  form  ihe  great  commu- 
nity of  the  world,  without  difcovering 
the  influence  of  example;  and  admitting 
with  new  convi^lion  the  obfcrvation  of 
Ariftotle,  tiiat  *  Man  is  an  imitative 
*  being.'  The  greater,  far  the  greater 
numb'.r,  follow  flie  track  which  others 
have  beaten,  without  anv  cuiiofity  after 
new  difcoverjes,  or  ambition  of  trnfting 
tbcmfclvcs  to  their  own  conduct.  A.\\d, 


of  thofe  who  break  the  ranks  and  difor- 
der  the  uniformity  of  the  march,  xnoft 
return  in  a  fhort  time  from  their  devia- 
tion, and  prefer  the  equal  and  fteady 
fatisfaflion  of  fecurity  before  the  fro- 
licks  of  caprice  and  the  honours  of  ad- 
venture. 

In  queftions  di(HcuIt  or  dangerous  hit 
indeed  natural  to  repofe  upon  authority; 
and,  when  fear  happens  to  predominattf 
upon  the  authority  of  thofe  whom  vredo 
iiQX\iv^tiv^r^vV^xvy.vftC<g:  than  ourfehni 
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have  abilities  requlfite  for  the 
of  abftrufc  truth;  and  of  thofe 
want  lelfure,  ?nd  fome  rcfo- 
But  it  is  not  Co  eafy  to  find  the 
the  univcrlal  llibmiiTion  to  pre- 
hcre  every  man  might  lafi^ly 
iiimfelf;  whci-e  no  invparahle 
e  hazarded,  nor  any  niilchief 
ontinnancc  incu.rtd.  Vanity 
ncpcftcd  to  ojicrate  where  the 
erful  pilfions  arc  not  awakcn- 
ere  ))leafurc  of  acknowledging 
>r  raiftht  produce  flight  fmgu- 
■  the  hope  of  paining  Ibmc  new 
happincis  awaken  lliemind  to 
or  experiment. 
ly  cafe  the  fliacklcs  of  prcfcrip- 
l  be  wholly  (liiiken  oli,  and  the 
jn  left  to  a6l  without  controul, 
(ccafion  (honld  it  be  ex^x^iled, 
z  fcleftion  of  lawful  pleafure? 
of  which  the  elfence  ps  choice; 
ipulhon  dilfociatcs  from  every 
liich  nature  has  united  it;  and 
:s  not  only  it's  vigour  but  it's 
he  fmilcs  of  lilx:rty.  Yet  we 
.e  ftnfcs,  as  well  as  the  reafon, 
ted  by  credulity;  and  that  nioft 
or  fay  that  they  feci,  thejjra- 
which  others  have  taught  tlicm 

time  of  univerfal  migration, 
loit  every    one,    confidtiiibJe 

attiT.fl  regard ,  has  ret  i  ivd ,  o r 
ng  with  all  the  carncllncrs  of 
retire,  into  the  country;  wlun 
s  to  be  heard  hut  the  ho\)ts  of 
parturc,  or  the  complaints  of 
ry  delay;  I  have  ofrcn  bci:n 
0  enquire  what  huppinvls  i>  to 
,  or  whnt  incotwcnience  to  he 
)y  this  ilitcd  rcccflion?  Of  the 
jaflage,  fome  iollow  tlie  fum- 
fome  the  winttrr,  becaufe  they 
fuilenance  which  only  fumijicr 
can  fupply;  but  of  tlie  annual 
luman  rovers  it  is  much  harder 
he  reafon,  becaufe  they  do  not 
her  to  find  or  feek  any  thing 
ot  equally  afforded  by  the  town 
ry. 
c  that  many  of  thefe  fugitives 

heard  of  men  whofe  continual 

for  the  quiet  of  retirerocnt, 
tied  every  opportunity  lo  ftcal 
n  obfervation,  to  forfake  the 
nd  delight  themfelves  witli  the 

filitude.  There  is  indeed 
my  writer  who  l>as  not  ccle- 
•bappaeff  of  mnd  privacy , 


and  delighted  himfelf  and  his  reader  with 
the  melody  of  birds,  the  whifpcr  cf 
grpvcs,  and  the  munnur  of  rivulets  J  nor 
any  man  eminent  for  extent  of  capacity, 
or  greatnefs  of  exploits,  that  has  not 
left  behind  him  fome  memorials  of  lone- 
ly wifdom,  and  fdent  dignity. 

But  almoft  all  abi'urditv  of  condudk 
arifes  from  the  imitation  ot  thodb  whom 
we  cannot  rcfemble.  Thofe  who  thnt 
teftified  their  wearinefs  of  tumult  and 
hurry,  and  hailed  with  fo  much  cager- 
nefs  to  the  leifure  of  retreat,  were  cither 
men  ovci-whclmed  with  the  preflui-e  of 
difficult  employments,  harafled  with 
imi>ortunities,  and  diftrafted  with  mul- 
tiplicity; or  men  wholly  cngroflTed  by 
fpeculative  fciences,  who  having  no  other 
end  of  life  but  to  learn  and  teach,  found 
their  fearches  interi-upted  by  the  com- 
mon commerce  of  civility,  and  their  rea- 
fonings  disjointed  bjr  frequent  interrup- 
tions. Such  men  might  reafonably  fly ' 
to  that  eafe  and  convenience  which  their 
condition  allowed  them  to  find  only  in 
the  countT}'.  The  ftatefman  who  de- 
voted the  greater  part  of  his  time  to  the 
publick,  was  delirous  of  keeinng  the 
remainder  in  his  own  power.  The  gene- 
ral, rufHed  with  dangers,  wearied  with 
labours,  and  ibmnedwith  acclamations, 
gladly  fnatched  an  interval  of  filence  and 
relaxation.  The  naturalift  was  un- 
happy where  the  works  of  Providence 
were  not  always  before  him.  The  ita- 
foner  could  adjuft  his  fyllems  only  where 
his  mind  was  free  from  the  intruilon  of 
outward  objefts. 

Such  examples  of  folitude  very  fnv 
of  thofe  who  arc  now  hafteriing  from  the 
town,  have  an\'  pretenfions  to  plead  iu 
their  own  juflification,  fmce  they  can- 
not pretend  either  weai'inefs  of  labour, 
or  defirc  of  knowledge.  They  purpofe 
nothing  more  than  to  quit  one  fceno  of 
idlenefs  for  another,  and  after  havinjT 
ti'ified  in  public,  to  flccp  in  fecrecy.  The 
utmoft  that  they  can  hope  to  gain  is  the 
change  of  ridiculoufnef*  to  obfcurity, 
and  the  privilege  of  having  fewer  wit- 
nefl'es  to  a  life  of  folly.  He  who  is  not 
fufficienUy  important  to  be  difturbed  in 
his  purfuits,  but  fpcnds  all  his  hours  ac- 
cording to  his  own  inclination,  and  h-.s 
more  hours  than  his  mental  faculties  en- 
able him  to  fill  cither  with  enjoyment  or 
dcfires,  can  have  nothing  to  demand  of 
(hades  and  valleys.  As  bravery-  is  faid 
to  be  a  pauo^\7  )'u\^<gcv\iLC'v^^^  vi'j^hjv^^ 
a  (hekcr. 
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There  ai-c,  however,  plcafurcs  and  ad- 
VantEgcsin  a  rural  fituation,  which  ine 
not  confined  to  philolbphers  and  heroes. 
The  fi-cflinefs  of  the  air,  the  verdure 
of  the  woods,  the  paint  of  the  meadows, 
and  the  unexhaufted  vanety  which  rum- 
mer fcatters  upon  the  earth,  miy  cafdy 
f;ive  dch'ght  to  an  unlearned  fpe6Vator. 
t  is  not  ncceflFaiy  that  he  who  looks  with 
pleafure  on  the  colours  of  a  flower  fliould 
itudy  the  principles  of  vegetation,  or 
that  the  Ptolemaick  and  Copcrnican  fv- 
ftcm  (hould  be  compai-ed  htloie  the  llyht 
of  the  fun  can  gladden,  or  it's  warmth 
invigorate.  Novelty  is  itl'elf  a  iburce 
of  p-atification;  and  Miiion  iufflyob- 
fervcs,  that  to  him  who  li.is  hven  long 
pent  up  in  cities,  no  rural  obje^Slcan  be 
prelcntcd  which  will  not  delight  or  rtj- 
i'rcih  Come  of  his  fenfcs. 

Yet  even  thcfe  cafy  pleafurcs  ai-e 
raiircd  by  the  grcatci-  part  of"  t!iofc  who 
wallc  their  fummer  in  the  country. 
Should  anv  man  purfue  his  acquaint- 
ances to  tncir  retreats,  he  would  find 
few  of  them  lifttning  to  Philomel,  loi- 
tering in  wiods,  or  plucking  daifies, 
catching  the  healthy  gale  of  the  morn- 
ing, or  watching  the  gentle  conifcations 
of  declining  day.  Some  will  be  dilco- 
vcred  at  a  window  by  the  road  fuie,  re- 
joicing when  a  new  cloud  of  duft  gathers 
fowaixis  thtm^  as  at  the  approach  of  a 
momentary  fupply  of  converfation,  and 
a  (hort  relief  from  the  tcdioulhcfs  of 
tmideal  vacancy.  Others  are  placcii  in 
the  adjacent  villages,  where  they  look 
ooly  upon  houffs  -as  in  the  rtft  of  the 
year,  with  no  change  of  objc6ls  .  but 
what  a  remove  to  any  new  ftrect  in 
London  might  have  givcu  them.  The 
fame  fetof  acquaintances  dill  fettle  to- 
gether, ^nd  the  form  of  life  is  not  oihei- 
wife  d^vcrfified  than  by  doing  the  fame 


things  in  a  different  phce.  Thcj-  mf 
and  receive  vifits  in  theufuil  fonn,tney 
freauent  the  walks  in  the  morning,  they 
deal  cards  i\tr.i;;hi,  they  attend  to  di 
fame  tattle,  and  dance  with  the  fame 
jyiitncrs;  nor  can  they  at  their  return  to 
their  fonncr  habitation  congratulate 
tliemf.ives  on  any  other  advantage,  than 
that  they  hnvepafied  their  time  like  others 
of  the  fame  i-ank;  and  have  the  fame 
ri(^ht  to  talk  of  the  happinefs  and  beauty 
of  the  co\intry,  of  happinefs  which 
they  never  felt,  and  beauty  which  they 
never  rcg^nicd. 

To  be  able  to  procure  it's  own  entri- 
tainments,  and  to  fubfitl  upon  it's  owa 
rtock,  is  not  t!ic  prerogative  of  every 
mind.  There  are  indeed  undcrihnd- 
ings  fo  fertile  and  comprehenfive,  chat 
they  can  always  feed  rene6Jion  with  nnf 
fupplies,  and  fuffer  nothing  from  the 
preclufion  of  adventitious  amufements; 
as  fomc  cities  have  within  theii^own  walli 
enclofcd  ground  enough  to  feed  their  in- 
hrtbiiants  in  a  fic^e.  But  others  live 
only  from  day  to  day,  and  muft  be  con- 
ftantly  enabled,  by  foreign  fupplies,  to 
keep  out  the  encroachments  of  languor 
and  llupiditv.  Such  could  not  ianecd 
be  blamed  for  hovering  within  reach  of 
th'-lr  ufual  pleafure,  more  than  any 
other  animal  for  not  quitting  it*s  nativt 
clement,  were  not  their  faculties  con- 
trailed  by  thfir  own  fault.  But  let  not 
thofc  who  go  into  the  country',  merdy 
becaufe  they  dare  not  be  left  alone  at 
home,  boaft  tlieir  love  of  nature,  or 
their  qualifications  for  folltude;  ncrprc- 
tend  that  they  receive  infUntancous  in- 
fuiions  of  wifdom  from  the  Dryads,  ani 
arc  able,  wlien  they  leave  fmoke  and 
noife  behind,  to  a6l,  or  thlnkj  or  rcafot 
for  themfelvcs. 


N?  CXXXVL    SATURDAY,  JULY  6,  lysi. 


*F;^0(5c  yo.f  fJLOt  xiT>oc  oft£;  Muo  wv?,»:.riy, 


HoM. 


WHO  HAKSS  THINK  OlVK  THING,  AND  ANOTHCS  TSLty 
MY  HIa;^   DETESTS   HIM  AS  THE  GATES  OF    HELL. 

Pori. 

TH  E  regard  which  they  whofe  abili-  their  influence  on  futurity.  Rank  m*f 
ties  arc  employed  in  the  works  of  be  conferred  by  princes,  and  wealth  be- 
imagination  claim  from  the  reft  of  man-  oueathcd  by  mifcrs  or  by  robbers;  bal 
Juad,  suiCu  in  a  great  meagre  i'^iOk    ttAVi<;^iv<i>aLi%^  ^Uft^sL^nsane,  and  the 
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on  of  diftant  ages»  only  the  fens 
itig  have  the  power  of  bcilowing. 
:heretorc  it  continues  one  of  the 
.Tifticks  of  ifatlonal  nature  to  de- 
>livion,  authors  never  can  be 
overlooked  in  the  fearch  after 
iSf  nor  l^ecome  contemptible  but 
r  own  fault. 

m:in  who  confidcrs  himfclf  as 
.teJ  the  ultimnte  judge  of  difput- 
ira£lers,  and  entnilled  witii  the 
tion  of  the  lait  terreitrial  rewards 
t,  oughr  to  fummon  all  his  for- 
ro  the  fupport  of  his  inteirnty, 
Aw  to  diichai-^c  an  oihcc  of  fuch 
with  the  mJ&.  vigilant  caution 
jpulous  iutlice.  To  deliver  ex- 
to  poltcrity,  and  to  regulate  the 
I  of  future  times,  is  no  ^il^ht  or 
undertaking)  nor  is  it  cafy  to 
t  more  attrocious  trtalbn  againli 
at  republick  of  humanity,  than 
fyingif  s  records  and  mil'gulding 
rees. 

catrer  praife  or  blame  without  rc- 
juftice,  is  to  deftroy  the  diftinc- 
eood  and  evil.  Many  have  no 
rjt  of  a£lions  thin  general  opi- 
tnd  alt  aic  fo  far  influenced  by  a 
f  reputat.on,  that  they  arc  often 
tt\  by  fear  of  reproach,  and  cx- 
Y  hope  of  honour,  when  other 
Ic'S  have  loll  their  power;  nor 
f  fperies  of  j)rolhiution  promote 
depntviLY  more  than  that  which 
I  the  force  of  pniife,  by  Hie  wing 
may  be  acquired  without  defer v- 
a;id  which,  by  letting  free  the 
md  ambitious  fiom  the  dread  of 
,  lets  loo  lis  the  rapacity  of  pow- 
I  weakens  the  only  authority  by 
Ijreatnefs  is  controlled, 
fe,  like  gold  and  diamonds^  owes 
uc  only  to  it's  fcarcity.  It  be- 
cheap  as  it  becomes  vulgar,  and 
longer  raifc  exj»cilalion,  or  ani- 
itcrpri/e.  It  is  therefore  not  only 
ry»  that  wickcdnefs,  even  when 
t  fafe  to  cenfure  it,  be  denied  ap- 
but  that  goodneik  be  commend- 
'  in  proportion  to  it's  degree;  and 
e  garlands,  due  to  the  great  be- 
ITS  of  mankind,  be  not  fufTered 

Xn  the  brow  of  him  who  can 
petty  fervices  and  eafy  vir- 

.  theft  maxiitis  been  univerfally 
df  haw  much  would  have  been 
to  Che  taflc  of  dedication,  the  work 
icfa  mU  the  power  of  iUpdtra  wit 


has  born  cxhaufled  ?  How  few  of  t-ief« 
initial  pinep,yricks  hid  :<r>p«iared,  if  the  . 
author  had  been  obliged  tir  t  to  6nd  a 
man  of  virtue,  then  to  diitinpuiJh  the  - 
diltintt  fpccir.s  and  (iesn  w  of  his  dd'ert, 
a4-.d  at  lalt  to  pay  hi.n  only  the  honours 
which  he  mieht  juillv  claim.  It  is  much 
eafier  to  learn  the  r-imeof  thelafl  man 
whom  chance  has  t::altew-l  to  wealth  and 
power,  to  obtain  bv  the  int<rrvention  of 
fome  of  his  domcfticks  the  privilege  of 
addreflin;^  him,  or  in  confidence  of  the 
general  acceptance  of  ll  itt'-n-,  to  ven- 
ture on  an  ad  liofs  without  any  prcviout 
foliciration;  and  afiw-r  hiviin^  li;vr»td 
'upon  him  all  the  virtue;  to  whic'i  pnilo- 
fophy  has  aflVijned  a  n  un:;,  h:f^.'m  W,m 
how  much  m-.re  mi;;.hl  be  truly  faid, 
did  not  the  fear  of  givin*;  pain  to  hia 
modefty  icprefs  tlie  r.iptures  of  wonder 
and  the  7.?:d  of  VLncration. 

Notlniig  has  fo  much  degnuled  litera- 
ture from  it's  natuial  rank,  as  the  prac- 
tice of  indecent  and  promilcuous  dedica- 
tion; for  what  credit  can  he  expc6l  who 
profelfcs  himlelf  the  liirelinnf  of  var.ity, 
however  profligate,  and  without  Aiamc 
or  fcruple  cc»Kbi-ates  the  wort  hie  fr.,  dig- 
nities the  mem,  and  gives  to  thexror- 
rupt,  licentious,  and  opprelTiVc,  the  or- 
naments which  ought  only  to  add  grace 
to  truth,  and  lovelincfs  to  innociMice? 
Every  other  kind  of  ail u Iteration,  how- 
ever (liamcful,  hJ^vcver  mii'chievous,  i* 
lefs  dcteftablc  than  the  crime  of  eounte- 
feiting  chara^ers,  and  fixing  the  ftamp 
of  literary  fanftion  upon  the  drofs  and 
rcfufe  of  the  world. 

Vet  I  would  not  overwhelm  the  au- 
thors with  the  whole  load  of  infamy, 
of  whichnart,  perhaps  the  greater  pirt, 
ought  to  fail  u|H>n  their  patrons.  If  he 
that  hires  a  bravo,  partakes  tlic  guilt  of 
murder,  why  (hould  he  who  bribes  a 
flatterer  hoi>e  to  be  cxfmj>ted  from  the 
fhame  of  faifehoo;!?  The  unhappy  de- 
dicator is  fcldont  without  fume  motivea 
which  obftru6l,  though  not  deftroy,  the 
liberty  of  choice;  he  is  opjirelfed  by 
miferies  which  he  hojics  to  relieve,  or 
uiBamed  by  ambition  which  he  expert* 
to  gratify.  But  the  patron  has  no  in- 
citements equally  violent;  he  can  le- 
ceive  only  u  fliort  rralificition,  wJik 
which  nothing  but  Aupidity  could  dil- 
pofe  him  to  be  plcafed.  The  real  latif- 
ta£t!on  which  praidb  can  alford  is  by  re- 
peating aloud  the  whiipcTS  of  coufcience« 
and  by  l\ie^m^\\%  \3t\^x  >i«t  \viNt  tv^x  «w- 
deavgurcd  x»  dc£cri«  f«c\\  m  n^xxw. 


Ever)- Other  encomium  is,  to  .in  intel- 
ligent mind,  fatire  and  reproach;  the 
irlcbration  of  thofc  virtues  which  we 
Iccl  ourfclves  to  want,  can  only  imprefs 
a  quicker  lenfe  of  our  own  defects,  and 
Ihcw  that  we  have  not  yet  fatisficd  the 
expcilations  of  the  world,  bv  forcin<j 
us  to  oblci*vc  how  much  fiction  niuu 
contribute  to  tlic  completion  of  our 
charatlcr. 

Yet  fomctimes  the  patron  may  chim 
indulgcncej  for  it  docs  not  always  hap- 
pen, that  the  cncomiuil  has  been  much 
«icouragtd   to  his  attempt.   .Many  a 
haplcfs  author,  when  his  book,  and  per- 
haps his  dedication,  was  ready  for  the 
prefs,  has  waited  loni;  before  any  one 
"would  pay  the  price  of  jMoltitution,  or 
confentto  hear  the  praifes  dcdincd  to  in- 
furc  his   name  againlt  t)ic  cafualtics  of 
time;  and  many  a  compbint  lias  been 
Tented  apainft  ih-  decline  of  leaminjr, 
and  neglect  of  jrcnius,  when  either  par- 
simonious  pi-udence   has  declined    cx- 
pence,   or  honeft  indignation    rejected 
falfchood.     But  if  at  lait,   after  long 
enquiry  ami   innumerable   difappoint- 
ments,  he  finds  a  lord  willing  to  hear 
of  his  own  eloquence  and  talte,  a  llatcf- 
man  defirous  of  knowinp;  how  a  friejuU 
ly  hiftorian  v/ill  reprefent  his  condu<J>, 
or  a  lady  .delighted  to  leave  to  the  world 
fome  memorial  of  her  wit  and  beauty, 
fuch  weaknefs  cannot  be  ccnfured  as  an 
ixiftancc  of  enormous  depravity.     The 
wifcft  man  may  by  a  diligent  folicitor  be 
fiirpiifed  in  the  hour  of  weakneA.,  and 
pcrfuadei^  to  folace  vexation,  or  invigo- 
rate hope,  with  the  mufick  of  fiattcry. 
To  cenfure  all  dedications  as  adula- 
tory and  fen'ile,  woiild  dilccver  rather 
envy  than  juftice.     Traife  is  the  tiibute 
of  merit;  and  he  that  has  inconteftably 
4illinguinicd  himlclf  by  any   pubiick 
performance,  has  a  right  to  all  the  ho- 
nours which  the  pubiick  can  beftow.  To 
men  thus   railed  above  tlie  reft  of  the 
community,  there  is  no  need  that  the 
book  or  it's  author  fliould  have  any  par- 
ticular  relation:    that    the   patron   is 
known  to  dcferve  refpc6>,  is  fufficient 
to  vindicate  him  tl)at  pays  it.     To  the 
fame   regard   from  particular  pcrfons, 
private  virtue  and  Icfs  con fpfcuous  ex- 
cellence   may  be  fometimes    entitled. 
An  author  may  with  great  propriety  in- 
fcribc  his  work  to  him  by  whofe  encou- 
ngemcnt  it  was  undertaken,    or  by 
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whofe  libf  rality  he  his  1>cen  enabWi  ft 
profecutc  it,  and  he  may  ju.*tly  retoic^'  in 
his  own  fortitude  that  duits  to  rdcu€ 
merit  from  oblcuiity. 

ylcr'ilus  tXir-pUi  K^'tdcor  te  <ludert:  ni\e 
Er^o  til'iquid  mjtt'ts  dc  merUfus, 

Thus  much  I  will  indulge  ihce  for  thy  cife, 

And  mingle  fomething  of  our  cimts  to  pleaCs. 

Dryden,  JOKi 

I  know  not  whctlicr  greater  rcbxatloi 
may  not  be  indulged.  a.iivl  whether  heps 
as  well  as  giatitud  -  may  not  unblamc-  ' 
ably  produce  ailcdiciticn;  but  let  tfai  = 
writer  v.Iio  pours  out  hii  praiics  only  ts  , 
propitiate  jiowcr,  or  attr^ict  the  arten'tiM 
of  greatnefs,  be  cautious  !cit  his  dcfot  : 
betray  him  to  exuberant  cu!o":ies.    Wt  ' 
are  naturally  more  apt  to  pleaie  ourfelm 
with  the  future  than  the  pail;  and  whik 
we   luxuriate    in  expeclation,  may  be 
eafily  perl'uaded  to  ])urchale  what  wt  \tt 
rate  only   by  imagination,   at  a  higfter 
price  than  experience  will  warrant. 

But  no  private  vie. vs  oi  jjcrfonal  rcgari 
can  difcharge  any  man  I  rem  his  gene- 
ral obligations  to  virtve  and  to  truth. 
It  may  haj^pcn  in  the  various  combina- 
tions of  life,  that  a  goo*l  man  may  re- 
ceive favours  from  one,  who,  not%nth- 
ftanding  his  accidental  bentficcnce,  can- 
not be  juftly  propofcil  to  the  hnita^ 
of  others,  and  whom,  therefore,  he  mtift 
firid  fome  other  way  of  rew;u-ding  thu 
by  pubiick  celebrations.  Self-love  hu 
indeed  many  powers  of  (educemeni, 
but  it  furely  ought  not  to  exalt  any  in- 
dividual to  equality  with  the  collc^livt 
body  of  mankind,  or  |icrfuade  htm  tbt 
a  benefit  conferred  on  him  is  cquira- 
Icnt  to  eveiy  other  virtue.  Yet  rainy 
upon  falfc  principles  of  gratitude  hajt 
ventured  to  extol  wretches,  whom  all 
but  tlieir  dependents  numbered  amoi)$ 
the  reproacnes  of  the  fpecies,  and  whoa 
they  would  likewifc  have  beheld  wiifc 
tlie  fame  icorn  liad  they  not  been  himt 
to  diOionei^  approbation. 

To  encourage  merit  with  praife  is  thi 
grtat  bufmefs  of  literature;  but  pcaift 
muft  lofe  it*s  influence  by  unjuft  or  Di- 
ligent diltribution;  and  hs  that  impain 
it's  value  may  be  charged  with  miCip- 
plication  of  the  power  that  eeniut  poti 
mto  his  hands,  and  with  fquanderiaf 
on  guilt  tbc  rscompcnce  of  vir.ue. 
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VOM  VITAKT  8TULTI  VITIA,   IN  eoNTRARIA  CVRKUNT. 


Ho^. 


■  WHTLST  F00I.9  OKF.  VICH  CONDf  MTC, 

THEY  RUN  INTO  TUl  OTPOSITZ  SXTREMZ. 


Crxkch. 


;AT  w«ndcris  the  cfFcfl  of  ig- 
lonince,  has  btcn  often  obfci-ved. 
vful  ftillnefs  of  attention,  with 
the  mind  is  overfprcad  at  the 
rw  of  an  unexpc^ctl  cfFc5l,  ccafes 
we  have  leilure  to  difentangle 
cations  and  inveftigatc  caules. 
:r  is  a  paufe  of  rcafon,  a  I'uddcn 
•n  of  the  mental  progrefs,  which 
ily  while  the  underftanding  is  fix- 
1  fomefmglc  idea,  and  is  at  an  end 
it  recovers  force  enongh  to  divide 
e£linto  it's  parts,  or  mark  the  in - 
iatc  mdations   from    the    firft 

0  the  Tall  confequcnce. 

ay  be  remarked  with  equal  tmth, 
gnonmce  is  often  the  cffeft  of 
r.  It  is  common  for  thofc  who 
svcr  accuftomed  themfelves  to  the 
of  enquiry,  nor  invigorated  their 
incc  by  conquefts  over  difficulty, 
)  in  the  gloomy  quiefccnccof  afto- 
nt,  without  any  effort  to  animate 
Y  or  difpel  obfcurity.  What  they 
immediately  conceive,  they  con- 

1  too  high  to  be  reached,  or  too 
vc  to  be  comprehended;  they 
>re  content  themfelves  with  the 
r  folly,  forbear  to  attempt  what 
ivc  no  hopes  of  performing,  and 
the  plcafure  of  rational  contcm- 

to  more  pertinacious  ftudy  or 
i£livc  faculties. 

ong  the  productions  of  mechanick 
any  arc  of  a  form  fo  different  from 
f  tncir  firft  materials,  and  mmy 
of  parts  fo  numerous  and  fo  niceiy 
i  to  each  other,  that  it  is  not 
•  JO  view  thera  without  amaze- 
But  when  we  enter  the  fliops  of 
rs,  oblcrve  the  various  tools  by 
every  operation  is  facilitated,  and 
the  projjcfs  of  a  manufacture 
h  die  different  hands,  that,  in  fuc- 
to  each  other,  contribute  to  it^s 
icily  we  foon  difcover  that  every 
man  hat  an  eafy  ufk,  and  that 
jtme$f  however  remote,  of  natu- 
iencfs  and  firtificial  e|egnQce,  are 


joined  by  a  regular  concatenation  of  cf- 
fefls,  of  which  every  one  is  inti'oduccd 
by  that  which  precedes  it,  artd  equally 
introduces  that  which  is  to  follow. 

The  fame  is  the  ftate  of  intcllc6hial 
and  manual  performances.  Long  cal- 
culations or  complex  diagrams  affright 
the  timorous  and  unexperienced  from 
a  fecond  view;  but  if  we  have  fkill  fuf- 
ficient  to  analifc  tliem  into  fimple  prin- 
ciples, it  will  be  difcovered  that  our 
fear  was  groundlcfs.  DivUe  and  coH" 
quiKf  is  a  principle  equally  juft  in  fci- 
cnce  as  in  policy.  Complication  is  a 
fpccies  of  confederacy,  which,  while 
it  continues  united,  bids  defiance  to  th« 
moft  a£live  and  vigorous  intelleftj  but 
of  which  every  member  is  fcparatcly 
weak,  and  which  may  therefore  be 
quickly  fubdued  if  it  can  once  be  bro- 
ken. 

The  chief  art  of  learning,  as  Locke 
has  obferved,  is  to  attempt  but  little  at 
a  time.  The  wildeft  cxcurfions  of  the 
mind  are  made  by  fhort  flights  frequent- 
ly repeated;  the  moft  lofty  fabricks  of 
fcicnce  are  formed  by  the  continued  ac- 
cumulation of  fmgle  propofitions. 

It  often  happens,  whatever  be  the 
caufe,  that  impatience  of  labour,  or  dread 
of  mifcarriage,  fcizes  thofe  who  are  moft 
diftinguiflicd  for  quicknefs  of  apprchcn- 
fion;  and  that  they  who  might  with 
greatelt  reafon  promifc  themfelves  vic- 
tory, are  ieaft  willing  to  hazard  the  en- 
counter. This  diffidence,  where  the 
attention  is  not  laid  aflccp  by  lazinefs^ 
or  difTipated  by  pleafures,  can  arifc  on- 
ly from  confufed  and  genei-al  views, 
fiich  as  negligence  fnatches  in  hafrc,  or 
from  the  dii'ippointment  of  the  firll 
hopes  fonncd  by  arrogance  without 
reflexion.  To  expcit  that  the  in* 
tricacies  of  fciencc  wlil  Ix;  pierced  by 
a  carelefs  glance,  or  the  eminences  of 
fame  afcended  without  labour,  is  to  ex- 
peft  a  particular  privilege,  a  jjower  de- 
nied to  the  reft  of  mankind;  but  to  fup- 


pofe  that  the  caaze  i«  lufvtruXilNl 
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gcnce,  cr  t'le h;::;hts  InaccpfiVolc  to  p?r- 
fcverancc-,  is  loi'uhinit  taniciy  to  ihc  ty- 
ranny of  fancy,  and  enchain  the  miiid 
in  voluntnr)'  !h:'.cklcs. 

It  is  the  proj)cr  ambition  of  the  he- 
roi-s  in  lilcratiire  to  cnlaiije  tiic  honn- 
riaric*  of  knov/lciiu;c  by  diicovcrini^ind 
conqncrin-^  new  regions  of  the  intcl- 
Ic^ual  worM.  Ta  the  iucccfs  of  fiich 
iindertal^inj^*?  pcrh<j>^  Ibnic  cicj^ivc  of 
fortiiiton:.  happin.fs  is  ncccir.irv,  vviiich 
no  man  cnn  promifc  or  jm  ocure  to  ]\im- 
fclfj  andilitrcfoiod-nibt  and  inclybition 
may  be  f^r^ivvn  in  hi'n  thni  vci:;iirc«; 
inlothc  untXi)ioii:d  ;d)yfreR  of  liuih,  -^nd 
attempts  to  find  his  way  throu^^h  the 
flii^uiitions  of  nnccr'linty,  and  the 
•onfiiftft  of  contraJiflion.  But  when 
roihini;  more  is  i-equljt J,  than  to  y^ir- 
{wc  a  pr.rh  p.lready  bea.cn,  to  i:amp> 
obftacies  whicli  othu  s  have  d'»::ioliflKd, 
Wny  /Iioi.Ivi  aiiy  n\::n  Co  much  (liihuft 
h\s  own  invcllvfill  as  to  imagine  himielf 
unequal  to  the  attempt? 

Itwc-reto'i.e  wiflied  that  they  who 
i!evotc  their  lives  to  rtiidy  would  at  once 
btlieve  nothing  too  great  for  their  at- 
ta-'nment,  and  confider  nothing  us  too 
little  for  their  rc;;aril;  th;.t  tljfv  would 
extend  their  not-ce  'liike  to  fv  ici-i^  c  and 
to  life,  and  unite  iox^.c  k.nfiwk'dp,c  of 
the  prcfent  world  to  tb.;ir  nr..]uainiancc 
vith  pa(^  ages  and  icr.uile  events. 

Nothing  has  fo  much  tApokd  men  of 
Jcaming  to  contempt  and  ridicule,  as 
their  ignorance  of  thin:;s.  which  arc 
known  to  all  but  ihcmielves.  Thofe 
>vho  have  been  taught  to  conHdcr  the 
inftitutions  of  the  fehoois,  aa  giving  the 
laft  perfection  to  human  abilities,  arc 
furprized  to  fee  men  wrinkled  with  ftu- 
dy,  yet  wanting  to  be  inftrufted  in  the 
minute  circ\miftanccs  of  propriety,  or 
the  neceHary  formu  c»f  daily  tranfaftion ; 
and  quickly  Ihakeotf  their  reverence  for 
modes  of  education,  which  they  fmd 
to  pr(Hiucc  i:o  ability  above  the  rcit  of 
mankind. 

*  Books,'  fays  Bacon,  *  can  never 
f  teach  the  ufc  of  books/  The  ftudcnt 
muft  learn  l^  commerce  with  mankind 
to  reduce  his  fpeculntions  to  pra£kice, 
aind  accommodate  bis  knowledge  to  tlie 
purpofcs  of  life. 

It  is  too  common  for  thofe  who  have 
been  bred  to  fchohdick  profcflTions,  and 
paffed  much  of  their  time  in  academics 
where  nothing  but  learning  confers  ho- 
jfoiirs,  to  (lifrcgnrd  every  other  t\v.Allft- 
tntjon,  nnd  to  iinag'mc  tiut  vVwv  vVA 


find  mankind  ready  to  p?.r  homirf  rt 
their*  knowledge,  and  lo  crowd  about 
them  for  inllru^ion.  They  therefore 
ftep  out  from  their  cells  into  the  open 
world,  with  all  the  contidcnce  of  auth(>- 
rity  and  dlpiity  of  imjv^rtance;  they 
louk  roiuid  about  their,  at  or.cc  \iithig 
ncM'ance  and  icorn  on  a  race  of  beings  :< 
whom  they  are  equally  unknown  smi 
equally  contemptible,  but  whofc  man- 
ners they  mull  imitate,  aixl  v/ith  whofe 
opinions  they  mull  comply, .{ tliey  tkiiit 
to  jnfs  t'.K-lr  time  happily  among  them. 

To  lellen  th:it   difdain  with  whkfc 
fchohirs  are  inclined  to  look  on  the  coa- 
mon  bufmefs  of  the  world,  and  the 
wiiiingncl's  with  which  they  condefcenA 
to  Karn  what  is  not  to  be  found  inan^ 
fyllem  of  philofopliy,  it  may  be  ntccfTaiT 
to  coniidcr  that  though  admir«U0D  » 
excited  by  abllrufe  refearchcs  and  it- 
mote  difcoveincs,    yet   pleafure  Is  not 
given,  nor  affctlion  conciliated,  butly 
fofter  accomplishments,    and  qualiikt- 
more  eafiiy  communicable  to  thofe  abort 
us.     He  that  can  only  converfe  upsa 
queftions,  about  which  only  a  fmall  past 
of  mankind  has  knowledge  fufiictent» 
make  them  curious,  muil  lo(e  his  diyi 
in  unfocial  filence,  and  live  in  the  crori 
of  life  without  a  companion.   He  dot 
can  only  be  ufeful  on  great  occafioosr 
may  die  without  exerting  his  ahiiitieSf 
and  ft;md  a  hclplefs  fpeflatorof  a  thoa- 
fand  vexations  which  fret  away  hanpi- 
nefs,  and  which  nothing  is  reauiRU  to 
remove  but  a,  little  dexterity  ot  conM 
and  readinefs  of  expedients. 

No  degree  of  knowledge  attainable bt 
man  is  able  to  fct  him  above  the  want  of 
hourly  aflillance,  or  to  extinguifh  d« 
deft  re  of  fond  endearments^  and  tendtf 
ofhcioufncfs;  and  therefore,  no  one 
(hould  think  it  unnoceflary  co  learn  tboft  1; 
arts  by  which  friend/liip  may  be  gauoei  | 
Kindnefs  is  pi-eferved  by  a  conlont  R* 
ciprocation  ot  benefits  or  interchange  of 
pleafures;  but  fuch  benefits  only  can  1* 
be  (lowed,  as  others  are  capable  to  itceiiCi 
and  fuch  pleafures  only  impartpdi  m 
others  are  qualified  to  enjoy. 

By  this  defcent  from  the  pinnacles  of 
art  no  honour  will  be  loft ;  tor  tbe  cod- 
defcenfions  of  learning  are  always  over- 
paiil  by  gratitude.  An  elevated  goiiai 
employed  in  little  things,  appearsi » 
ufe  the  finiile  of  Lon^^ius,  like  the  fin 
in  his  evening  declinsfion,  heremitihii 
fV)lendor  but  retains  his  magnitiidef  uA  j 
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TECUM   LIBEAT  MIHl  SOtDIDA  RUtA 
ATqjUI   HVMILEt  HABITARK  CA8At«  ET  FIGERX  CEEVOI. 

WITH  ME  RETIRE,  AND  LEAVE  THE  FOMP  OT  COURT! 
rOR  HUMBLE  COTTAGES  AND  RURAL  KFORTS. 


VjRO. 


TO  THE  RAMBLER. 
•  IR, 

rHOUGH  the  contempt  with 
which  you  have  treated  the  annual 
g;rations  of  the  gay  and  hufy  part  of 
inicindy  is  juftified  by  daily  obferva- 
D,  ilnce  moil  of  thofe  who  leave  the 
im»  neither  vary  their  entertainments 
r  enlarge  their  notions;  vet  I  fuppole 
u  do  not  intend  to  reprefcnt  the  prac- 
e  itfelf  as  ridiculous,  or  to  declare  that 
wfaofe  condition  puts  the  diftribution 
his  time  into  his  own  power  may  not 
operiy  divide  it  between  the  town  and 
untry. 

That  the  country,  and  only  the  coun- 
r,  difplays  the  mexhauftiblc  varieties 
nature,  and  fupplies  the  philofophical 
nd  with  matter  for  admu*ation  and 
loiry,  never  was  denied;  hut  my  ai- 
►my  is  very  little  attra£led  by  the  co- 
ir of  a  flower,  the  anatomv  of  an  m- 
\,  or  the  ftni6^ure  of  a  ne/t;  I  am  ge- 
idly  employed  upon  human  manners, 
1  therefore  fill  up  the  months  of  rural 
ibre  with  remarks  on  thofe  who  live 
thin  the  circle  of  my  notice.  If  writ- 
,  would  more  frequently  vifit  thofe 
rions  of  neflisence  and  liberty,  they 
ght  diverfiiy  their  reprefenutions,  and 
iltiply  their  images,  for  in  the  countrv 
(original  chara£lers  chiefly  to  be  found. 
cities,  and  yet  more  in  courts,  the  mi- 
ce difcriminations  which  diftlnguilh 
e  from  another  are  for  the  mofk  part 
icedy  the  peculiarities  of  temper  and 
inicm  are  gradually  worn  away  by 
Niiifcuoiif  converfe,  as  angiilar  bodies 
1  uneven  furfaces  lofe  their  points  and 
leridcs  by  frequent  attrition  againft 
t  anocher,  and  approach  by  degrees 
nnifbrm  rotundity.  The  prevalence 
faihion,  the  influence  of  example,  the 
See  of  applaufe,  and  the  dread  of  cen  < 
t,  obftnicl  the  natural  tendencies  of 
i  mind,  and  check  the  fancy  in  it's 
I  cffiofts  to  break  forth  into  experi- 
iiitt  of  caprice. 
Ftir  iDchaations  are  fo  ttrong  as  to 


grow  up  into  habits,  when  they  mufl 
ftru^gle  with  the  conftaht  oppofition  of 
fettled  forms  and  eftablifticd  cuftoms. 
But  in  the  country  every  man  is  a  fepa- 
rate  and  independent  being:  folitude 
flatters  irregulariiy  with  hopes  of  fecrc- 
cy;  and  wealth,  removed  from  the'mor- 
tification  of  comparifon,'and  the  awe  of 
equality,  fwells  into  contemptuous  con- 
fidence, and  fets  blame  and  laughter  at 
defiance;  the  impulfes  of  nature  aft  un  't 
reftraincd,  and  the  difpofition  dares  to  ^ 
fhew  itfelf  in  it's  true  form,  without 
any  difguife  of  hypocrify,  or  decorations 
of  elegance.  Every  one  indulges  the 
full  enjoyment  of  his  ovi^n  choice,  and 
talks  and  lives  with  no  other  view  than 
to  pleafe  himfelf,  without  enquiring  how 
far  he  deviates  from  the  general  prac- 
tice, or  confidering  others  as  entitled  to 
any  account  of  his  fentiments  orations. 
If  he  builds  or  demoliftics,  opens  oren- 
clofes,  deluges  or  drains,  it  is  not  his 
care  what  may  be  the  opinion  of  thofe 
who  are  fkill«l  in  perfpc^live  or  archi- 
tecture, it  is  fufficient  that  he  has  no 
landlord  to  control  him,  and  that  none 
has  any  right  to  examine  in  what  pro- 
je£U  the  lord  of  the  manor  fpcnds  his 
own  money  on  his  own  grounds. 

For  this  reafon  it  is  not  very  common 
to  want  fubjefts  for  rural  converfation. 
Almoft  every  man  is  daily  doing  fome- 
tliing  which  produces  merriment,  won- 
der, or  refcntment,  among  his  neigh- 
hours.  This  utter  exemption  from  re- 
flraint  leaves  evciy  anomalous  quality  to 
ouerate  in  it's  full  extent,  and  funei*s 
the  natural  charafter  to  diftiife  itlclf  to 
e^'cry  part  of  life.  The  pride  which, 
under  the  check  of  publickobfcrvation, 
would  have  been  onlv  vented  among 
(ervants  and  domelticks,  becomes  in  a 
country  baronet  the  torment  of  a  pro- 
vince, and  inftcad  of  tcnninatin^  in  the 
dellrufticn  of  Chiua-waiv  and  ^jlafies, 
ruins  tenants,  difpofTcnfcs  cottagers,  and 
harafTes  villages  with  afilous  of  irefpii* 
and  h.Us  of  miWtvvcvtvW. 

ll  frequ'-.iviW  Wo^^^  ^'^'*^*  ^-^"^"^  >«4\^- 
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out  violent  pafTicns,  or  f  normous  cor- 
ription»  the  freedom  and  laxity  of  a 
iTiiHck  life  produces  remarkable  narti- 
cubrities  of^condu6l  or  manner.  In  the 
province  where  I  now  rcfide,  we  have 
one  lady  eminent  for  wearing  a  gown 
always  of  the  fame  cut  and  colour;  ano- 
ther for  fhaking  hands  with  thofe  that 
vifit  her;  and  a  third  for  unfhaken  reib- 
lution  never  to  let  tea  or  coffee  enter  her 
hmife. 

But  of  all  the  female  chara£lers  which 
this  place  affords,  I  have  found  none  fo 
worthy  of  attention  as  that  of  Mrs.  Bufy» 
a  widow,  who  loft  her  huiband  in  her 
thirtieth  year,  and  has  fmce  paffed  her 
time  in  the  manor-houfe,  in  the  govern- 
ment of  her  children,  and  the  manage- 
ment of  the  eftate. 

Mrs.  Bufy  was  maiTicd  at  eighteen, 
from  a  boarding- fchool,  whei^  (he  had 
pa(&d  her  time  like  other  young  ladies 
III  needle-work,  with  a  few  intervals  of 
4$ncing  and  resuling.  When  Aie  became 
a  bride,  (he  fpent  one  winter  with  her 
huftand  in  town,  where  having  noi  dea 
of  anyconverrationl)eyond  the  formali- 
ties of  a  vifit,  (he  found  nothing  to  en- 
gage her  paffions;  and  when  (be  had 
been  one  night  at  court,  and  two  at  an 
opera,  and  fecn  the  Monument,  the 
Tombs,  and  the  Tower,  (he  concluded 
that  London  had  nothing  moi-e  to  (hew, 
iaiiid  wohdered  that  when  women  had 
once  fcen  the  world  they  could  not  be 
content  to  (lay  at  home.  She  therefore 
went  willingly  to  the  ancient  feat,  and 
^brfome  vears  ftudied  houfewifcry  under 
Mr.  Bu(y^s  mother,  with  fo  much  adi- 
duity,  that  the  old  lady,  when  (lie  died, 
bctiucathed  her  a  caudlc-cup,  a  foup- 
difh,  two  beakers,  and  a  cheft  of  table- 
linen  fpiin  by  herfclf. 

Mr.  Bufy  finding  the  economical  qua- 
lities of  his  lady,  refigned  his  affairs 
wholly  into  her  hands,  and  devoted  his 
life  to  his  pointers  and  his  hounds.  He 
never  viftted  his  eftates,  but  to  deftroy 
tiie  parti idgcs  or  foxes;  and  often  com- 
rsittcd  i\ich  devaftations  in  the  rage  of 
picafure,  that  fome  of  his  tenants  refuf- 
ed  to  hold  their  lands  at  the  ufual  i-cnt. 
Their  landlady  peifuuded  them  to  be  fa- 
tibnetl,and  cntrcnied  htr  hu(band  to  dif- 
mifs  his  dogs,  \\it!i  many  exa£t  calcu- 
htit^n-s  of  the  ale  drraifc  by  his  compa- 
nions, and  corn  confimied  by  die  horfes, 
jnd  rcm<'niln:nccs  againft  the  infolence 
c/*  r  he  ij  1 ;  J j  f i  i n  J n ,  and  the  frauds  of  tVvc 
/f.'  oon.     Thf!  hur.tfinan  was  too  xmk^^ 


fary  to  his  happincfs  to  be  difcarded; 
and  he  had  ftill  continued  to  ravaee  his 
own  eftate,  had  he  not  caught  a  cola  and 
a  fever  by  (hooting  mal lands  in  the  fens. 
His  fever  was  followed  by  a  confumv- 
tion,  which  in  a  few  months  broupt 
him  to  the  grave. 

Mrs.  Bufy  was  too  much  an  econo- 
mift  to  feel  either  joy  or  forrow  at  his 
death.  She  received  the  compliments 
and  confolations  of  her  neighbours  in  a 
dark  room,  out  of  which  me  ftolc  pri- 
vately eveiy  night  and  morning  to  fee 
the  cows  milked;  and  after  a  few  davi 
declared  that  (he  thought  a  widow  mi^ 
employ  herfelf  better  than  in  nurfing 
grief;  and  that,  for  her  pait,  (he  wasiv- 
folvcd  that  the  fortunes  of  her  childrea 
(hould  not  be  impaired  by  her  negleA. 

She  therefore  immediately  applied  her- 
felf to  the  reformation  of  abuies.  She 
gave  away  the  dogs,  difchareed  the  fer- 
vants  of  the  kennel  and  ftable,  and  fent 
the  horfes  to  the  next  fair,  but  rated  at 
fo  high  a  price  that  they  returned  un- 
fold. She  was  refolved  to  have  nothing 
idle  about  her,  and  ordered  them  to  Ik 
employed  in  common  drudgery.  They 
loft  their  (leeknefs  and  grace,  and  v,ttt 
foon  purchafed  at  half  the  value. 

She  foon  difencumbered  herfelf  from 
her  weeds,  and  put  on  a  riding-hood,  a 
coarfe  apron,  and  (liort  petticoats,  acd 
has  turned  a  large  manor  into  a  farai, 
of  which  (he  takes  the  management 
wholly  upon  herfelf.  She  rifcs  befon 
the  fun  to  order  the  horfes  to  their  grers, 
and  fees  them  well  rubbed  down  ai  their 
return  from  work;  (he  attends  the  dairy 
morning  and  evening:,  and  watches  when 
a  calf  falls,  that  it  may  be  carefully 
nurfed;  (he  walks  out  among  the  (hcep 
at  noon,  counts  the  lambs,  and  obferrts 
the  fences,  and,  where  (lie  finds  a  g:^ 
ftops  it  with  a  bu(h  till  it  can  be  bcitrr 
mended.  In  harveft  (he  rides  afield  in 
the  waggon,  and  is  very  liberal  of  her 
ale  from  a  wooden  bottle.  At  her  Iri- 
fure  hours  (he  looks  goofe  eggs,  tirs  the 
wool-room,  and  turns  the  cheefe. 

When  refpeft  or  curiofity  bringiTi(it- 
ants  to  her  houfe,  (he  entertains  them 
with  prognofticks  of  a  fcarcity  of  wheat, 
or  a  rot  among  the  (he-ep,  and  always 
thinks  herfelf  privileged  to  difmifsthensf 
when  (he  is  to  fee  the  hogs  (cd,  or  i» 
count  her  poultry  on  thr  rooft. 

The  only  things  neglefled  about  her 
^t^  VvdT  cVv\\dt^\^^  whom  (he  has  uueht 
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f  kft  vifit  I  met  MiHi  Bufy  csury- 
rains  to  a  Tick  cow,  and  was  enter- 
I  with  the  accompli  fhments  of  her 
ion,  a  youth  of  fuch  early  maturi- 
lat  though  he  is  only  fixteen,  flie 
nft  him  to  fell  com  in  the  market, 
'ounger  daughter,  who  is  eminent 
ir  beauty,  though  fomewhat  tan- 
1  making  hay,  was  bufy  in  pour- 
it  ale  to  the  ploughmen,  that  every 
light  have  an  equal  Aiaie. 


I  could  not  but  look  wttb  pity  on  this 
young  family,  doomed  by  the  abfur4 
prudence  of  their  mother  to  ignorasct 
and  meannefss  but  when  I  recommend- 
ed a  more  elegant  education,  was  ^'• 
fwered,  that  (he  ne%'er  faw  bookiih  or 
finical  people  grow  rich,  and  that  (he 
was  good  for  nothing  herfelf  till  ihe  ha^ 
forgotten  the  nicety  of  the  boarding- 
fchool.        I  am,  yourS}  &c. 

BuCOLVt. 
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s  required  by  Ariftotle  to  the  per- 
son of  a  tragedy,  and  is  equally 
ary  to  every  other  fpecies  of  regu- 
mnpoGtion,  that  it  ftiould  have  a 
minf,  a  middle,  and  an  end.  *  The 
inmn^,*  fays  he,  *  is  that  which 
nothmg  neceflfarily  previous,  but 
idiich  that  which  toUows  is  natu- 
y  coniequent;  the  end,  on  the  con- 

r,  is  that  which  by  neceflky,  or  at 
according  to  the  common  courfe 
hings,  fuceeeds  fomethinjE  elfe,  but 
ch  implies  nothing  conieouent  to 
,f  {  the  middle  is  conneded  on  one 
to  fomething  that  naturally  goes 
Vt,  and  on  tl^  other  to  fomething 
:  naturally  follows  it. 
:h  it  the  rule  laid  down  by  this 
critick  for  the  difpofition  of  the 
mt  parts  of  a  well  con(Ututed  fa- 
It  muft  begin,  where  it  may  be 
intelii^ble  without  introduAion; 
tidy  ^mktrt  the  mind  is  left  in  re- 
without  expe6bition  of  any  farther 
The  intermediate  palTages  muft 
le  lail  effba  to  the  firft  caufe,  by  a 
if  and  unbroken  concatenation; 
ig  muft  be  therefore  inferted  which 
not  apparently  arife  from  fome- 
fore^ng,  and  properly  make  way 
methug  that  fuceeeds  it, 
it  prtcent  it  to  be  underftood  in 
^anu  only  with  refpe6l  to  great  and 
al  erentt,  and  cannot  be  extended 
!  fime  force  to  minuter  circum- 
t  and  arbitrary  decorations,  which 
9  more  hajijpy  as  they  contribute 
to  the  mam  deiign;  for  it  is  al- 
a  proof  of  extentive  diought  and 


rious  purpoies  by  the  fame  ad;  and  the 
idea  of  an  ornament  admits  vicy  thou^ 
it  fcems  to  exclude  neceflity. 

Whoever  purpofes,  as  it  is  expreflc^ 
by  Milton,  '  to  build  die  lofty  mime,'* 
mult  acquaint  himfelf  with  this  law  of 
poetical  archite6lure,  and  take  care  that 
nis  edifice  be  folid  as  well  as  beautiful^ 
that  nothing  (land  fmgleor  independent, 
fo  as  that  it  may  be  taken  away  without 
injuring  the  reft;  but  that  from  the 
foundation  to  the  pinnacles  one  part  ret 
firm  upon  another. 

This  regular  andconfequential  diftri- 
bution  is  among  common  authors  fre- 
ouently  negleftra;  but  the  failures  of 
thoie  whofc  example  can  have  no  influ* 
ence,  may  be  fafely  overlooked,  noris  it  of 
much  ufe  to  recall  obfcure  and  unregarded 
names  to  memory  for  the  fake  of  fporting 
with  their  infamy.  But  if  there  is  any 
writer  whofe  genius  can  embellifh  im* 
propriety,  and  whofe  authority  can  make 
error  venerable,  his  works  are  the  pro- 
per obje£l6  of  critical  inquifition.  To 
expun^  faults  where  there  are  no  ex- 
cellencies, is  a  ta(k  equally  ufelcfs  with 
that  of  the  chemift,  who  employs  the 
arts  of  feparation  and  refinement  upon 
ore  in  which  no  precious  metal  is  con* 
tained  to  reward  his  operations. 

The  tragedy  of  damfon  Agoniftea 
has  been  celebrated  as  the  fecond  work 
of  the  great  author  of  Paradife  Loft, 
and  oppofed  with  all  the  confidence  of 
triumph  to  thedramatick  performancet 
of  other  nations .  It  contains  indeed  juft 
fentiments,  maxims  of  wifdom,  and 
oracles  of  piety,  and  masK^  ^^b!^\ 

¥.1  »  V^^ 
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poetry,  in  which  there  is  a  juft  and  plcaf- 
ing  mixture  of  Scneca''s  moral  decla> 
mation,  with  the  wild  enthufiafm  of  the 
Greek  writers.  It  is  therefore  wor- 
thy of  examination,  whether  a  per- 
formance thus  illuminated  with  genius, 
and  enriched  with  learning,  is  compofed 
accordins^  to  the  indifpen fable  laws  of 
^Viiftotelian  criticifm:  and,  omitting  at 
preifent  all  other  confulcrations,  whether 
It  exhibits  a  beginning,  a  middle,  and 
an  end. 

The  beginning  is  undoubtedly  beau- 
tiful and  proper,  opening  with  a  grace- 
ful abruptncis,  and  procecdins^j  natural- 
ly to  a  mournful  recital  of  facls  necef- 
fai7  to  be  known. 

Samfcn,  A  little  onward  lend  thy  guiding 

hand 
Tothefedark  (leps,  a  little  fjAher on; 
For  yonder  bank  hath  choice  of  fun  and  Ihade  j 
There  I  am  wont  to  fit  when  any  chance 
Relieves  me  from  my  taflc  of  ferviie  toil, 
Daily  in  the  common  prifon  clTc  enjoin*d  me. 
-*0  wherefore  was  my  birth  from  Heav'ji 

foretold 
Twice  by  an  angel?— 
«»Wby  M-as  my  breeding  order*d  and  pre- 

fcribM, 
As  of  a  perfcn  feparate  to  God, 
Defign*d  for  great  exploits;  if  I  moft  die 
Betrayed,  captlv'd,  and  both  my  eyes  put  oat  ? 
—Whom  have  I  to  complain  of  out  myfclf? 
Who  xh'ii  high  gift  of  length,  committed 

to  me. 
In  what  part  lodg*d,  how  eaiily  bereft  me^ 
Under  the  feat  of  filence  could  not  keep, 
But  weakly  to  a  woman  muft  reveal  it. 

His  foliloquy  is  intemipted  by  a  chorus 
or  company  of  men  or  his  own  tribe, 
who  condole  Wis  miferies,  extenuate  his 
fault,  and  conclude  with  a  folemn  vin- 
dication of  Divine  jullice.  So  that  at 
the  conclufion  of  the  firfl  a£l  there  is  no 
defign  laid,  no  difcovery  made,  nor  any 
difpofition  formed  towards  the  fubfe- 
quent  event. 

In  the  fecond  aft,  Manoah,  the  fa- 
ther of  Samfon,  comes  to  feek  his  fon, 
and  being  fhewn  him  by  the  chorus, 
breaks  out  into  lamentations  of  his  mi- 
fciy,  and  coir.parifons  of  his  prefcnt 
with  his  fovmer  ftate,  reprefcnting  to 
him  the  igpfiomlny  which  his  religion  fuf- 
fei's,  by  the  fcftival  this  day  celebrated 
in  honour  of  Dagon,  to  whom  the  ido- 
laters afcribed  his  overthrow. 

—Thou  beat^ft 
Zacvsk,  an  d  motCj  the  buithcn  of  that  U>Ai\ 


Bitterly  haft  thou  paid  and  ffil)  art  pi 
That  rigid  fcore.  A  worfe  thing  )-et  rt 
This  day  the  Phcliftines  a  popMarfiea 
Here  celcbrat?  in  Gasa;  and  proc'ai 
Great  pomp  and  facrifice,  and  praUes 
To  DagoD,  as  their  grsi,  who  hath  d 
Thee,  Samfon,  bound  and  blind  LnfiQ 

hands, 
Them  out  of  thine,  who  flew*ft  them 
(lain. 

Samfon,  touched  with  this  rep 
makes  a  reply  equally  pcnitenti: 
pioi:?,  which  his  faihcr  confidcn 
eflfufion  of  prophet!  ck  confidence 

Sjm/cn*  *  God,  be  fu' 

Will  not  connive  or  lin^jer  thur  prov( 
But  will  arlfe  and  bb  great  name  aile 
Dagon  muft  ftoop,  and  Ihall  ere  Innj 
Such  a  difcomfit,  as  fliall  quite  defpoi 
Of  all  thefe  boaiVed  trophies  won  on 

Mamab,   With  caufe  this  hope 
thee,  and  thefe  words 
I  as  a  prophecy  receive;  for  God^ 
Nothing  more  certain,  will  not  long 
To  vindicate  the  glory  of  hisi 


This  part  of  the  dialogue, 
might  tend  to  animate  or  exa 
Samfon,  cannot,  I  think,  be  « 
as  wholly  fuj^erfluous;  but  th 
ceeding  difpute,  in  which  Samfo 
tends  to  die,  and  which  his  father 
off,  that  he  may  go  to  folicit  his  : 
is  only  valuable  tor  it's  own  bi 
and  no  tendency  to  introduce  an; 
that  follows  it. 

The  next  event  of  the  drama 
arrival  of  Dalilah;  with  all  her 
artifices,  and  allurements.  Th 
duces  a  dialogue,  in  a  very  high 
elegant  and  infVr^ftive,  from  wl 
retires,  after  (he  has  exhaufted  1: 
fuafions,  and  is  no  more  feen  no 
of;  nor  has  her  vifit  any  efFeft  t 
of  raifmg  the  chara£^er  of  Samfo 

In  the  fourth  a£l  enters  Harap 
giant  of  Oath,  whofe  name  hai 
been  mentioned  before,  and  ¥ 
now  no  other  motive  of  coming 
fee  the  man  whofe  flrength  and 
are  fo  loudly  celebrated. 

Htfrii^/&.— >Much  I  have  beard 
Of  thy  prodigious  might,  and  fratspe 
Incredible  to  me;  in  this  difpleu'dy 
That  I  was  never  prefent  in  the  pkac( 
Of  thofe  encountersi  wfaeie  we  nuj 

tried 
l^afihothert  force  In  camp  or  UAed  i 
Ko^xtfini  vow  vaja&Mk  Va  ^*f}bsi^5» 
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d  abooty  and  each  limb  to  farvey> 
innceanfwer  load  report. 

challenges  him  to  the  combat; 
an  interchange  of  reproach- 
d  by  repeated  defiance  on  one 
imbittered  by  contemptuous 
the  other,  Haj-apha  retires; 
or  it  determined,  by  Samfon 
horus,  that  no  confequencc 
id  will  proceed  from  their  in- 


Ffe  will  aSreaiy  to  the  loHs,  T  fear, 
laliciouscounrel  Oir  them  up 
>r  other  farther  to  afflidl  thee. 
le  mud  allege  fome  caufe,  and 
r'd  fight 

re  mendon,  left  a  qaeftion  nCe^ 
e  durft  accept  the  offer  or  not; 
edurfinotj  plain  enough  appear'd. 

,  in  the  fifth  afl,  appears  a 
from  the  lords  alfembled  at 
1  of  Dagon,  with  a  fummons 
Samfon  is  required  to  come 
ain  them  with  fomc  proof  of 
h.  Samfon,  after  a  fhort  ex- 
t,  difmiflTes  him  with  a  firm 
Le  refufal ;  but  during  the  ab- 
he  meffenger,  having  a  while 
the  propriety  of  his  conduf^, 
declares  himfelf  moved  by  a 
life  to  comply,  and  utters  fome 
igcs  of  a  great  event  to  be 
0  pafs  by  his  agency,  under 
on  of  Providence. 

•  of  good  courage ;  I  begin  to  feel 
ig  motions  in  me,  which  dift^ofe 
ng  extraordinary  my  thoughts, 
melfenger  w  11  go  along, 
doy  be  fure,  that  may  diihonour 
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Our  Uw»  orftain  my  vow  of  Nasatlce. 
If  there  be  ought  of  prefage  in  tiie  mind^ 
This  day  will  be  remarkable  in  my  life 
By  fome  great  ai€t,  or  of  my  days  the  Uft* 

While  Samfon  is  condu6led  off  br 
the  meffcnger,  his  father  returns  witu 
hopes  of  fuccefs  in  his  folicitation,  up- 
on which  he  confers  with  the  chorus  tiU 
their  dialogue  is  interrupted,  firft  by  a 
fhout  of  triumph,  and  afterwards  by 
fcreams  of  horror  and  agony.  As  they 
(land  deliberating  where  they  fhall  be 
fecure,  a  man  who  had  been  prefimt  at 
the  fhew  enters,  and  relates  how  Samibii« 
having  prevailed  on  his  guide  to  fuffer 
him  to  lean  againd  the  main  pillan 
of  the  theatxicaleditice,  tore  down  the 
roof  upon  the  fpeftators  and  himfelf. 


-Thofc  tv^o  mafly  plUtrt^ 


With  horrible  confufion,  to  and  firo. 

He  tugg'd,  he  /book,  till  down  they  came^ 

and  drew 
The  whole  roof  after  them*   with  btuft  flf 

thunder. 
Upon  the  heads  of  all  who  fat  beneath—— 
— ^Samfon  with  thefe  immixt,  inevitably 
PuU*d  down  the  fame  deifarufiion  on  himfelf. 

This  is  undoubtedly  a  juft  and  regular 
catafb:t>phe,  and  the  poeoi,  therefore^ 
has  a  beginning  and  an  end  which  Ari« 
flotle  himfelf  could  not  have  difapprov- 
ed;'but  it  muil  be  allowed  to  want  a 
middle,  fmce  nothing  paffes  between 
the  firfl  a^  and  the  Uii,  that  either  ha- 
flens  or  delays  the  death  of  Samfon* 
The  whole  drama,  if  it*s  fuperfluities. 
were  cut  off,  would  fcarcely  fill  a  fingle 
a6l;  yet  tliis  is  the  tragedy  which  ig- 
norance has  admired,  and  bigotiy  ap- 
plauded. 


J^  CXL.    SATURDAY,  JULY  20,  1751. 


—  Q^CIS   TAM  LVCILI  FAUTOE  XNIFTE  EST, 
VT  WON  HOC  FATSATUa. 

WHAT  DOATINC   BIGOT,    TO  HIS  FAULTS  §0  Bl^INDy 
AS  NOT  TO  OaANT  Ht  THIS,    CAN   MILTON  FINP? 

rommon,'  fays  Bacon,  *  to 
ire  the  end  without  enduring 
n/  Every  member  of  focie- 
k1  acknowledges  the  neccffity 
ig  crimes,  yetYcarcc  any  de- 


Hob. 


gree  of  virtue  or  reputation  is  able  to  fe- 
ciire  an  informer  from  publick  ha- 
tred. The  learned. world  has  always 
adniitted  the  ufcfuJnefs  of  critical  dif- 
quifitioDS,  yet  he  that  attempts  to  fhew. 
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however  modeftly,  the  faliuics  of  a  cc- 
Id^rated  writer,  fhall  furcly  initate  his 
admirers,  and  incur  the  imputation  of 
envy,  captioufncfs,  and  malignity. 

With  this  danger  full  in  my  view,  I 
fhall  proceed  to  examine  the  fentimcnts 
of  MiU<»n's  tragedy,  which,  though 
much  Itfs  liable  to  cenfure  than  the  dif- 
pofition  of  his  plan,  arc,  like  thofe  of 
other  writers,  fonu'tinu-s  expofcd  tc  juft 
exception  for  want  of  caii.-,  or  want  of 
difcernment. 

Sentiments  are  proper  and  irnpropcr  ns 
they  confift  more  or  \:k  vith  the  rha- 
rafter  and  ciicxunft mces  of  thi-  pnlon 
to  whom  they  are  nt till -.utid,  v.-lili  the 
rules  of  the  compofirior.  in  wliirh  they 
arc  found,  or  with  the  fcttlc^J  and  un- 
alterable nature  of  thinp. 

It  is  common  anifnig  the  traglck  po- 
ets to  introcUicc  their  jierlbns  al!uGii.c;  to 
tvputs  or  opinions,  ot  which  they  could 
not  pofri]>ly  have  any  knowledj:;'. .  "Hie 
baj'barians  of  remote  or  newly  difcoviud 
regions  often  difplay  th»;ir  iki!l  In  Ku- 
n'pt-an  learning.  The  go<l  of  love  is 
mentioned  in  Tamerlane  w'tii  e!1  the 
familiarity  of  a  Rom.in  cfiij^i-ammatilt ; 
and  a  latewTiter  has  put  Ilr^n-t.ys  dor- 
trine  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood  in- 
to the  mouth  of  a  Turkiih  ftatelinan, 
who  lived  near  two  centuries  before  it 
was  known  even  to  philofophei-s  or  ana- 
torn  ills. 

Milton's  learnincf.  which  acquainted 
him  ^-ith  tl\e  manners  of  the  ancient 
caftein  nations,  and  his  invention,  vhlch 
required  no  alliitaiicc  from  the  con-t.TioJi 
cantofjK)ctj-y,  have  ureicrveii  him  fr<Mn 
frequent  out  rage  >  oi  local  or  chrono  • 
logical  proprii:ty.  Yet  he  has  mention- 
etl  Chalvhtan  Steel,  of  which  it  is  not 
ver>' likely  that  hii.  chorus  fhoulil  have 
heani,  mid  hi-s  mrule  Alp  the  general 
name  of  a  mountain,  in  a  region  where 
the  Alp<  could  Icarccly  be  known. 

TCo  xnf  Jivin.-l  Itquorcp.n  afTwagc, 

Nor  brciiChof  rooljng  iiir  trom  luowy  Alp* 

lie  I'.p.r  tau; ht  Samfon  ihc  tales  of  Circ*, 
ami  \\\c  Syicns,  at  which  he  apparently 
hints  m  hi^  colloquy  wi:k  Daliiah. 

I  know  thy  trains, 
Tho'  dcarW  tft  my  coft,  thy  gins  and  toils; 
Thy  fair  trcl  cKtsacup,  aod  wariJit^  charm^ 
No  more  on  me  have  paw'r. 

But  the  gFufleft  error  of  th^b  kind  is 


the  fulemn  introdu^ion  of  the  Phacli 
in  die  laft  fcene,  which  is  faulty,  jioc 
only  as  it  is  incongruous  to  the  perfo- 
nage  to  whom  it  is  afcribed,  but  as  it  ii 
fo  evidently  conrrary  to  reaibn  and  na- 
ture, that  it  ought  never  to  be  mention- 
ed but  as  a  fable  in  any  ferious  posnu 

Virtue  giv*n  for  loft, 
Deprell,  and  overthrown,  as  feem'd^ 
Like  that  fclf-begotten  bird  ' 

In  the  Ar.>bian  «voods  emboft 
'i'hiit  :n  fccond  knowa,  nor  third. 
And  l.»y  ere  while  a  hotocauft; 
From  cut  our  affiy  womb  now  tecm*d 
Revives,  re  flour  flies,  tlu'n  \igorous  moft 
When  moil  uaaAivr  dcori'dj 
And  llio*  htr  body  ditf,  her  tame  fui\lve3| 
A  fcwuiu  bird  ages  ot  lives. 

Another  fpccies  of  impFDprtety,  ri 
the  unfuitablcncfs  of  thouglits  to  tlic  gc- 
ncTul  chara^er  of  the  poem.  The  lie- 
rioufnefs  and  ibk-mnity  of  tragedy  nc- 
CiTiarily  itjefts  ail  pointed  or  epigram- 
man  cal  expreUior.'i,  all  remote  concaS 
a;ul  oppofition  of  ideas.  Samion's  com- 
plaint is  therefore  too  claboiatc  to  U 
natunU. 

As  in  the  land  of  darknefs,  yet  in  light, 
To  live  a  life  half  dead,  a  living  death. 
And  bun.'d;  but  O  yet  more  mifcrable! 
Myfelf  my  fepulchre,  a  moving  grave! 
Bury'd,  yet  not  exempt, 
By  privilege  of  death  and  burial, 
From  wor^  of  other  cviU,  pain*  and 


All  aihiHons  to  low  and  trivial  ob* 
jcicsj  with  which  contempt  is  ufually  if- 
icciated,  are  doubtlefs  unfuiuble  to  z 
fi^ecics  of  compofition  which  ought  n 
be  always  awful,  though  not  aKnyi 
magnificent.  The  remark  therefore  of 
the  chorus  on  <^ood  and  bad  news,  fiNnns 
to  wjint  elevation. 

Maneah,  A  little  ftay  will  bring  ibme  w 

tice  hither. 
ChoTm  Of  good  or  bad  fo  ^great,  of  bad  the 
founer; 
For  evil  new  s  rides fcft,  while  good  nevi  tmO» 

But,  of  all  meannefs,  that  has  leafttD 
plead  which  is  jiroduccd  by  i 


ilyllabL       _ 
lowing  dlak)gue. 
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Bot  }uA  we  beft  rettft?  I  fee  •Jhmim 

Fair  dtyt  have  oft  contra^d  wind 

id  rain. 

But  this  another  kind  of  tempeft 

ings^ 

Be  left  abftrufei  tny  ridling  days  are 

iSL 

Look  now  for  no  inchantinf  voice^ 

>r  fear 

of  honied  words)  a  rougher  tongue 

cherward,  1  know  him  by  his  llnde> 

:  Harapha ■ 

fet  more  defpicable  are  the  lines 
1  Manoah's  paternal  Jdndnefa 
mded  by  the  chorus. 

re  wont  to  ia^  up  for  their  font, 
thy  fon  are  bent  to  Ity  out  all.-« 

11*8  complaint  of  the  iiconve- 
of  impnfonment  is  not  wholly 
verbal  quaintnefs. 

boer  chain'dy  (barce  freely  draw 
impriibn'd  aIfO|Clofe  and  damp* 

the  fentiments  we  may  properly 
to  the  confideration  ot  the  lan- 
nrfaich,  in  imitation  of  the  an- 
8  through  the  whole  dialogue 
biy  fimpTe  and  unadorned,  fel- 
^htened  by  epithets,  or  vai-ied 
«j  yet  iometimes  metaphors 
nifiion,  even  where  their  con- 
is  not  accwately  prefcrved. 
jnfim  oonfounds  kxjuacity  with 
eck. 

d  I  once  look  up»  or  heave  the  head, 
t  a  foolilh  p\lott  h»Me/bifwrtck'd 
r/  tniiled  to  me  from  abovr, 
y  rvgj'di  and  for  a  word,  a  tear» 
e  £uulg*d\,hit/€irit  gift  of  Cod 
Bitful  woman! 

choms  talks  of  adding  fuel  to 
tret»rt. 

,aBd  who  knows  how  he  mzy  reptrt 
/«»  by  sddingfuil  to  tbtfismtf 

trfiiicatioa  is  in  the  dialogue 
ire  fmooch  and  harmonious  than 
larts  allotted  to  the  chorus» 
«  often  fo  harHi  and  diflbnantr 
to  prdferve*  whether  the  lines 
I  or  without  rhymes,  any  ap- 
of  nttrical  r^vlarlty. 

cyesmifrepierent?  Can  this  be  he, 
lickt  chat  stuowD*4f 


3»9 

Irrefiftibk  Samfoflj  whom  unarmM 

No  ftrcngth  of  man#  or  fierceft  wild  beaft. 

could  withftand) 
Who  tore  the  lion,  as  the  lion  teats  the  kid. 

Since  I  have  thus  pointed  out  the 
faults  of  Milton,  critical  integrity  re- 
quires that  I  fhould  endeavour  to  dif. 
play  his  excellencies,  though  they  will 
not  eafily  be  dilcovered  in  fliort  quo- 
tations, becaufe  they  confifl  in  the^ft- 
nefs  of  difiufe  reafonings,  or  in  thtt 
contexture  and  method  of  continued  dia- 
logues}  this  play  having  none  of  theft 
defcriptions,  fimilies,  or  fplendid  fen* 
tences,  with  which  other  tragedies  are 
fo  laviflily  adorned. 

Yet  fomc  paffages  mxf  be  felefted 
which  feem  to  deferve  particular  notice^ 
either  as  containing  fentiments  of  paT- 
fion^  reprefentations  of  life,  precepts 
of  condu^,  or  fallies  of  imagination* 
It  is  not  cafy  to  give  a  ftraneerrepreien- 
tation  of  the  wearinefs  of  <kfpondency» 
than  in  the  words  of  Samfon  to  hit 
father. 

—I  fef  I  my  genial  fpirits  droop. 
My  hopes  all  flat;  nature  within  me  feems 
In  all  her  fnnftions  weary  of  herfelfj 
My  race  of  glory  run,  and  race  of  Aame{ 
And  1  (haliihortly  be  with  them  that  reft. 

The  reply  of  Samfon  to  the  flattering 
Dalilah  attords  a  juft  and  ftriking  de. 
fcription  of  the  ftratagems  and  aUure- 
ments  of  feminine  hypocrify. 


-Theie  are  thy  wonted  arts* 


And  arts  of  ev'ry  woman  falfelike  thee^ 
To  break  all  faith,  all  vows,  deceive,  betray^ 
Then  as  repentant  to  fubmit,  befcech. 
And  reconcUemenc  move  with  feigned  re- 

Borfe, 
Cnnfefs  and  promtfe  wonden  in  her  change  | 
Not  truly  penitent,  but  chief  to  try 
Her  huiband,how  far  urg*d  his  patience  bearsf 
His  virtue  or  weaknefs  which  way  to  aflalli 
Thtn  with  more  cautious  and  inftruAedftUI 
Again  traafgtefles,  and  again  fubmits* 

When  Samfon  has  refufed  to  make 
himfeif  a  f^e6lacle  at  the  feaft  of  Dagon» 
he  firll  juftifies  his  behaviour  to  the  cho- 
rus,  who  charge  him  with  having  fcrv- 
cd  the  Philiftincs,  by  a  very  juft  cGftinc- 
tion  j  and  then  dcftroys  the  common  ex- 
cufe  of  cowardice  and  fervility,  which 
always  confound  temptation  widi  cool- 
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CLcr,  Yet  with  thy  ftrcngth  thou  ferv'ft 

the  Philiftines. 
SamJ.  Not  in  their  idol  worfliip,  but  by  la- 
bour 
Honed  and  lawful  to  defcryc  my  food 
Of  Chofe  who  have  me  in  their  civil  power. 
Cbor,  Where  the  heart  joins  not,  outward 

a^  defile  not. 
SamJ*  Where  outward  force  conftrains,  the 
fentence  ho]d% 
But  who  conftraios  mc  to  the  temple  o^  Da- 

gon» 
Kot  dragging?  The  Phlliftine  lords  com- 
mand. 
Commands  are  no  condraints.  If  I  obey  them, 
1  do  it  freely,  venturing  to  difplcjfc 
Cod  for  the  fear  of  man,  and  man  prefer. 
Set  God  behind. 

The  complaint  of  blindnefs  which 
Sannfon  pours  out  at  the  beginning  of 
the  tragedy  is  equally  addixfTcd  to  the 
pafiions  and  the  fancy.  The  enunae- 
sation  of  his  miferies  is  fuccccdcd  by  a 
very  pleafing  train  of  poetical  images, 
ana  concluded  by  fucn  expoftulations 
and  wifhes,  as  rtafon  too  often  fubmits 
to  learn  from  deipaii*. 


O  firft  created  beam*  and  thoo  great  vorf 
Let  there  be  light,  and  light  was  over  all} 
Why  am  1  thus  bereav*u  thy  prioBC  deace? 
The  fun  to  me  is  dark. 
And  filent  as  the  moon, 
When  ih*  deferts  the  night. 
Hid  in  her  vacant  interlunar  cave. 
Since  light  (o  necefTary  is  to  life. 
And  almoft  life  itfelf ;  if  it  beUue, 
That  light  is  in  the  foul. 
She  all  in  ev^ry  part}  why  was  the  fight 
To  fuch  a  tender  ball  as  th*  eye  coaarrd. 
So  obvious  and  fo  eafy  to  be  querched, 
And  not,  as  feeling,  thro*  all  parts  diffused 
That  (he  may  look  at  will  thio*evVy  pore. 

Such  arc  the  faults  and  fiich  thebcin- 
ties  of  Samfon  Agoniftes,  which  I  hare 
(hewn  with  no  other  purpofe  than  t» 
promote  the  knowledge  of  true  criticiiin. 
The  evcrlafting  verdure  of  Milton'i 
laurels  has  nothing  to  fear  from  the 
blafts  of  malignity}  nor  can  my  attempC 
produce  any  otlier  efFeft,  than  to  llrcng- 
then  their  moots  by  lopping  their  Vix,^ 
riance. 


N**  CXLI.  TUESDAY,   JULY  23,   1751. 


HILAIISQjaEy  TAMXN  CUM  PONDERE,   TXtTUt* 


GSEATNLSS  WITH  XA8E,  AND  CAY  SEVIEIT^. 


Stat. 


TO  THE  RAMBLER. 
SIR, 

POLITICIANS  fiave  long  ob- 
fervcdjthat the greateft events  maybe 
often  traced  back  tp  (lender  caufes.  Pet- 
ty competition  or  cifual  friendfhip,  the 
prudence  of  a  flave,  or  the  garrulity  of  a 
woman,  have  hindered  or  promoted  the 
mod  important  fchcmes,  andhartencdor 
retarded  the  revolutions  of  empire. 

Whoever  fhall  review  his  life  will  gene- 
rally find,that  the  whole  tenor  of  his  con- 
du^  has  been  deteiinined  by  fome  acci- 
dent of  no  apparent  moment,  or  by  a 
combinatioi[i  of  inconlidcrable  circum- 
ftances,  a£ling  when  his  imagination 
was  unoccupied,  and  his  judgment  un- 
fettled;  and  that  his  principles  and  ac- 
tions have  taken  their  colour  from  fome 
fecret  infufion,  mingled  without  defign 
in  the  cunrnt  of  his  ideas.  The  de- 
fires  that  predominate  in  our  hearts, 
are  inftilled  by  imperceptible  commu- 
nications  at  the  time  when  we  look  w^n 
the  van'ous  fceiu;$  of  the  world)  ^Lodi^ 


difl'erent  employments  of  men,  wiA 
the  neutrality  of  incxpcriencej  and«e 
come  forth  from  the  nurfery  or  the 
fchool,  invariably  defined- to  the  pur- 
fuit  of  great  acquiGtions,  or  petty  ac- 
complilhmens. 

Such  was  the  irapulfe  by  which  I  harr 
been  kept  in  motion  from  my  eailieft  ' 
years.  I  was  bom  to  an  inneritaiice 
which  gave  my  childhood  a  claim  to 
diilin£lion  and  carefTes,  and  was  ac- 
cuilomed  to  hear  applaufes,  before  thef 
had  much  influence  on  my  tboughti- 
Thc  firft  praife  of  which  I  remember 
myfelf  fenlible,  was  that  of  good-lm- 
mour,  which,  whether  I  deferred  itorwit 
when  it  was  beflowed,  I  have  finct 
made  it  my  whole  bufinefs  t^  propi|E'^ 
and  maintain.  j 

When  I  was  fcnt  to  fchool,  Ae  oi-  1 
ety  of  my  look,  and  die  liveline6  of  oif  ' 
loquacity,  foon  gained  me  admiflioii » 
hearts  not  yet  fortified  zspjSiSt  tSdSM  , 
by  artifice  or  intercft.    I  wascntralel 
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rt;  ray  company  gave  alacrity 
-.k,  and  gladnefs  to  a  holiday. 
lc«l  fo  much  employed  in  ad- 
cxccuting  fchemes  of  divcr- 
:  I  had  no-leifurc  for  my  tafks, 
urnifheJ  with  exerciles,  and  in- 
n  my  IcflTons,  by  fome  kind 
the  higher  clafles.  My  ma- 
fufpcAing  my  deficiency,  or 
;  to  dete^l  what  his  kindncfs 
t  punilh,  nor  his  impartiality 
llowed  me  to  efcipc  with  a 
mi  nation,  laughed  at  the  pert- 
ly  ignorance,  and  the  fpright- 
my  abfurtlitles,  and  could  not 

•  (hew  that  he  regarded  mc  with 
icmcfs,  as  genius  and  Icain- 
L'ldom  excite. 

fchool  I  was  diriniflTcd  to  the 
,  where  I   loon  drew  upon  mc 

of  th-  youngLT  ftudents,  and 
onjlant  paitntr  of  their  morn- 
i,  and  evening  compotations. 
•t  indeed  much  celebrated  for 
,  but  was  looked  on  with  in- 
as  a  man  of  parts,  who  want- 
g  but  thedulnefs  of  alcholar, 
fit  become  eminent  whenever 
.  condefccnd  to  labour  and  at- 

My  tutor  a  while  reproached 
neglic;cnce;  and  rcpR^fled  my 
ith  fupercllious  gr.ivity;  yet 
itural  good-humour  lurking  in 
,  he  could  not  long  hold  out 
iC  power  of  hilarity,  but  af- 
r  months  began  to  relax  the 
of  dilciplinarian  morofenefs, 
ne  with  fmilts  after  an  elope- 
id,   that  he  might  not  betray 

0  his  fondnefs,  was  content 
ly  diligence  by  increaHng  his 

1  continued   to    difTipate  the 

*  collegiate  aullerlty,  to  walle 
life  in  id  lends,  and  lure  others 
r  ftudics,  till  the  happy  hour 
/hen  I  was  fent  to  London.  1 
►vercd  the  town  to  be  the  pro- 
nt  of  youth  and  gaiety,  and 
tly  diftinguiOied  as  a  wit  by 
,  a  fpecies  of  beings  only  lieard 
:  univcrfity,  whom  I  had  no 
:  happincfs  of  approaching  than 
all  my  faculties  to  the  ambition 
kg  them. 

Mr.  Rambler,  in  the  diale£l 
,  is  not  always  a  man  who,  by 
»  of  a  vigorous  fancy  upon 
tiimknowUdgCg  brings  dif- 


tant  ideas  \inexpe6^edly  together,  who 
by  fome  peculiar  acutepefs  difcovers  re- 
femblance  in  obie6ls  difllrollar  to  com- 
mon eyes,  or  by  mixing  heterogeneous 
notions,  dazzles  the  attention  with  fud- 
den  fcintiilations  of  conceit.  A  Iady*8 
wit  is  a  man  who  can  make  ladies  laugh, 
to  which,  howe\'er  eafy  it  may  (cemy 
many  gifts  of  nature,  and  attainments 
of  art,  muft  commonly  concur.  He 
that  hopes  to  be  conceived  as  a^  wit  in 
female  aflcmblics,  fliould  have  a  form 
neither  fo  amiable  as  to  Urike  with  ad- 
miration, nor  fo  coarfe  as  to  raife  dtfguft» 
with  an  underllanding  too  feeble  to  be 
dreaded,  and  too  forcible  to  be  defpifcd. 
The  other  paits  of  the  character  are 
more  fubje^  to  variation;  it  was  for- 
merly effential  to  a  wit,  that  half  hisback 
(houidbc  covcrci  with  a  fnowy  fleece, 
dnd  at  a  time  yet  more  remote  no  niaa 
was  a  wit  without  his  boots.  In  the 
days  of  the  Spectator  a  fnuff-box  fcems 
to  have  been  indifpenfible;  but  in  my 
time  an  embroidered  coat  was  fufficient, 
without  any  prccife  regulation  of  the 
reft  of  his  drcfs. 

^But  wigs  and  boots  and  fmiff-boxes 
are  vain  without  a  perpetual  refclution 
to  be  meiTv ;  and  who  can  always  find 
fupplie^f  mirth!  Juvenal  indeed,  in 
his  coinparifon  of  the  two  oppofite  phi- 
lofophcrs,  wonders  only  whence  an  un- 
cxhauded  fountain  of  tears  could  be  dif- 
chargcd :  but  h?d  Juvenal,  with  all  his 
fpirit,  undertaken  my  province,  he 
would  have  found  conftant  gaiety  equal- 
ly diiHcuit  to  be  fuppoited.  Coniider, 
Mr.  Rambler,  and  compaflionate  .the 
condition  of  a  man,  who  has  taught  c^'eiy 
company  to  fxpet*"^  from  him  a  conti- 
nual feall  of  l:iu.:;hter,  an  uninterraittcd 
fticam  of  jocularity.  The  talk  of  every 
other  flave  has  an  end.  The  rower  in 
time  reach':'!  the  port;  the  lexicographer 
at  laft  finds  the  conclufion  of  his  alpha- 
bet; only  the  haplcfs  wit  has  his  labour 
always  to  begin,  the  call  for  novelty  is 
never  fatisficd,  and  one  jeft  only  raifes 
expeclat.on  of  another. 

I  know  that,  among  men  of  learning 
and  alpcrity,  the  retainers  to  the  female 
world  arc  not  much  regarded;  yet  I  can- 
not but  hope  that  if  you  knew  at  how 
dear  a  rate  our  honours  arc  purchafcd, 
you  would  look  with  fome  gratulation 
on  our  fuccefs,  and  with  fome  pity  on 
our  mifcanFiages.  TK'wvV.  «vv  >3ca  x^\- 
fcry  of  bimviYvovt  cotv^wkw-^vq  oj\\\- 
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vatc  barrcnncfs  and  ranfack  vacuity; 
who  is  obliged  tx)  continue  his  talkwhen 
his  meaning  is  fpcnt,to  raifc  merriment 
without  images,  to  harafs  his  imagina- 
tion in  qucil  of  thoughts  which  he  can- 
not ftart,  and  his  memory  in  purfuitof 
narratives  which  he  cannot  overtake;  ob- 
fcrVc  the  effort  with  which  he  Itrains  to 
conceal  dcfpondency  by  a  fmile,  and  the 
diftrcfs  in  which  he  fits  while  the  eyes 
of  the  company  arc  fixed  upon  hini  as 
their  laft  refuge  from  filcnce  anci  dejec- 
tion. 

It  were  endlefs  to  recount  the  fliifts  to 
which  I  have  been  reduced,  or  to  enume- 
rate the  different  fpecies  of  artificial  wit. 
I  regularly  frequented  coffee -houfis,  and 
have  often  lived  aweek  upon  an  expref- 
fion,  of  which  he  who  dropped  it  did 
not  know  the  value.  When  fortune  did 
not  favour  my  cnatick  indurtry,  I  glean- 
ed jefts  at  home  from  obfolcte  farces. 
To  colle6l  wit  was  indeed  fate,  for  I 
conforted  wich  none  that  looked  much 
into  books;  but  to  difpcrfe  it  was  the 
difficulty.  A  feeming  neglij^cnce  was 
often  ufeful,  and  I  have  very  fuccefsful- 
ly  made  a  reply  not  to  what  the  lady 
had  faid,  but  to  what  it  was  convenient 
for  me  to  hear ;  for  ver)'  Cv.w  were  fo  per- 
vcrfe  as  to  rectify  a  midake  which  had 


given  occafion  to  a  burft  of  menirrfnt. 
Sometimes  I  drew  the  convcrfation  ap 
by  degrees  to  a  proper  point,  lad  pro- 
duccd  a  conceit  which  I  had  treafurcd  up, 
like  fportfmcn  who  boafl  of  killinir  the 
foxes  which  ihey  lodge  inthe  covert.  Firi- 
nence  is  however  in  fome  happy  mo- 
ments gained  at  Icfscrrpencc  ;  Ihavc  de- 
lighted a  whole  circle  at  one  time  with 
a  feries  of  quibbles,  and  made  myfclf 
good  comp'^ny  at  another,  by  fcalding 
my  fingers,  or  mi  {taking  a  lady'i  lap 
for  my  own  chair. 

Thefe  ai-e  artful  deceits  and  ufeful 
expedients  J  but  expedients  are  at  \tnph 
cxhaultcd,  and  deceits  dcteftcd.  Tii^ie 
itfelf,  amon:^  other  injuries,  dimir.ini« 
the  power  of  pkafing,  aiKi  I  now  find 
in  my  forty- fifih  year  many  pranks 
and  plealhntries  very  coldly  received, 
which  had  foimcily  filled  a  whole  room 
with  jollity  and  acclamation.  I  am  on- 
<lcr  the  melancholy  nccefTityof  fuppwt- 
ing  that  charafler  by  Ihidy,  which  I 
gained  by  levity,  having  learned  too  late 
that  gaiety  muft  be  lecommended  by 
higher  qualities,  and  that  mirth  can  ne- 
ver pleafe  long  but  as  the  efflorcfccnce 
of  a  mind  loved  for  it's  luxuriance,  but 
cfteemcd  for  it*s  ufcfulnefs.  I  anj,  5rc, 
Papilius, 
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A'.if^  Orc^-r^.  Homer. 

A   GIANT  SHEPHF.RD  HERE  HIS  FLOCK  MAINTAINS 
FAK    FROM   THE   REST,    AND  801.ITARY  REIGNS, 
IN   SHELTER    THICK  OF  HORRID  SHADE  RECLIN*D} 
AND  GLOOMY  MISCHIEFS   LABOUR  IN   HIS  MIND. 
A   FORM  enormous!    FAR   UNLIKE  THE   RACE 
OF   HUMAN    BIRTH,    IN   STATURE  OR  IN  PACE. 


TO  THE  RAMULER. 
BIE, 

HAVING  been  accuftomed  to  re- 
tire anrmally  from  the  town,  I 
I.;tcly  accepted  the  invitation  of  Euge- 
nio,  who  has  an  cllatc  and  feat  in  a  dif- 
tant  county.  As  we  were  unwilling  to 
travel  without  improvement,  we  turned 
often  from  the  direfl  road  to  pleafe  out- 


POFI. 

we  examined  every  wild  monntam  ttd 
medicinal  fpring,  criticifed  every  edific^ 
contemplated  every  ruin,  and  computd 
every  fcene  of  a£lion  with  the  namdici 
of  hiftorians.  By  this  fucceffioa  of 
anuifements  we  enjoyed  the  exodie  of 
a  journey  without  fu(!enne  the  fstisoe^ 
and  had  nothing  to  regret  but  tfaat,  ori 
progr«fs  fo  leifurely  and  gentle,  weratftd 
\Vvt  ^dy^tvtures  of  a  poft-chaifb,  and  te 


Iclves  with  the  view  of  natme  0£  sii  ^sX\    \\c;%£>tt«  qI  i\%nnav^  ^t^Sbi!^  ^with  tte 
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our  pafTage,  and  of  dirguifing 
lificancy   by 'the   dignity  of 

•ft  week  after  our  arrival  at 
houfc  was  paiTcd  in  receiving 
I  his  neighboms,  who  crowded 
I  wiih  sdl  the  eagernefs  of  bc- 
;  fume  impatient  to  learn  the 
le  court  and  town,  that  they 
qualified  by  authentick  infor- 
di6late  to  the  rural  politicians 
:t  bowling  day}  others  defirous, 
;reft  to  accommodate  difputes, 
^vicc  in  the  fettlement  of  their 
nd  the  marriage  of  tlieir  chil- 

^ilities  which  he  had  received 
I  to  be  returned ;  and  I  pafTed 
with  great  fatlsfa6Uon  in  rov- 
gh  the  country,  and  viewing 
;anlcns,  and  plantations,  which 
ed  over  it.  My  pleafure  would 
.ve  been  greater  had  I  been 
;  allowed  to  wander  in  a  park 
nefs  alone,  but  to  appear  as 
I  of  Eugenio  was  an  nonour 
enjoyed  without  fomc  inconve- 
fo  much  was  every  one  folici- 
ny  regard,  that  I  could  feldom 
folitude,  or  (leal  a  moment 
emulation  of  complaifance,  and 
ncc  of  officioufnds. 
e  rambles  of  good  neli^hbour- 
frequently  pa(Tc<l  hy  a  houle  of 
nagnificence.  Wliilc  I  had  my 


^•ct  dillraflcd  among  many  no- 
:  did  not  much  :utru6t  my  ob- 

but  in  a  iliort  time  I  could 
ar  fur\eying  it  with  jiartlcular 
jr  the  length  of  tbc  wall  which 
he  gaidcns,  the  difpolkion  of 
J  that  waved  over  it,  and  the 
tf  which  I  could  obtain  fome 
:hrough  the  trees  from  our  own 
,  gave  me  rcafon  to  cxpc6t  more 
and  beauty  than  1  had  yet  fccn 
"ovincc.  I  therefore  enquired, 
,e  by  it,  why  we  ne\'Lr,  amonglt 
(Ions,  fpent  an  hour  where  there 
an  appearance  of  fplendor  and 
Eugenio  told  mc  that  tlic 
1 1  To  much  atlmircd,  v/as  com- 
lled  in  the  country  tlic  haunt  ad 
d  that  no  vifits  were  paid  there 
»f  the  gentlemen  wliom  I  had 
f  As  the  haunts  of  incorporeal 
e  generally  ruinous,  neglccleit, 
ilate,  I  eafily  conceived  that 
•  fboiething  to  be  explained, 

iiiia  tlur  I  fuppQCed  it  only 


fairy  ground,  on  which  we  might  ftn- 
ture    bv    day-light   without    danger* 

*  The  danger,'  fays  he,  *  is  indeed  only 

*  that  ofappearing  to  folicit  the  acquaint-* 

*  ance  of  a  miMi,  with  whom  it  is  not 

*  poitiblc  to  convcrfe  without  infamy, 

*  and  who  has  driven  from  him,  by  ms 

*  infolence  or  malignity,  every  human 

*  being  who  can  live  without  him.' 
Our  converfation  was  then  acciden- 
tally interrupted;  but  ray  inquifitive  hu- 
mour being  now  in  motion,  could  not 
red  without  a  full  account  of  this  newly 
diftovercd  prodigy.  I  was  foon  inform- 
ed that  the  fine  houfe  and  fpacious  gar- 
dens were  haunted  by  Squire  Bluftcr,  of 
whom  it  was  very  eafy  to  learn  the  cha-* 
rafler,  fmce  nobody  had  regard  for 
him  fufficient  to  hinder  them  from  tell- 
ing whatever  they  could  difcover. 

Squire  Bluller  is  defccnded^of  an  an- 
cient family.  The  ellatc  which  his 
anccftorshad  immcmoriallypofl'elTcd  was 
much  augmented  by  Captain  Blufter, 
who  fervcd  under  Drake  in  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth;  and  tlic  Bluflers,  who  were 
before  only  petty  gentlemen,  have  from 
that  time  trcqucntly  i-eprefented  the  fhire 
in  parliament,  been  chclcn  to  prefent 
addrciVes,  and  given  laws  at  hunting- 
matches  and  races.  The)'  were  emi- 
nently hofpitablc  and  popular,  till  the 
father  of  this  gentleman  died  of  an  dec-  . 
tion.  His  lady  went  to  the  grave  loon 
after  him,  and  left  the  heir,  then  only 
ten  years  old,  to  the  caic  of  his  grand- 
mother, who  would  not  fiiiior  him  to 
be  controlled,  becaufc  fne  could  not 
bear  to  hear  him  cry;  and  never  fent 
him  to  Tchool,  becaufc  llic  was  not  able 
to  live  witliout  his  company.  She  tAUj^ht 
him  however  very  early  to  infpeil  the 
ftcward's  accounts,  to  do-;  tlu  butler 
from  the  cellar,  and  to  ciich  tlie  fcrvants 
at  a  junket;  fo  that  he  was  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  a  complete  mailer  of  all  the 
lower  arts  of  duiiieftick  jxiljcv,  hid  often 
on  the  road  iictctJled  conibinatiwns  be- 
tween the  coachman  and  the  oilier,  and 
procured  the  direhiuv,c  of  nineteen  mcrtds 
for  illicit  corref|^)ondencc  with  cottage; » 
and  ch:iir-woinen. 

By  the  opportunities  of  parfimony 
which  minority  affords,  and  which,  tho 
probity  of  his  guardians  had  diligently 
unproved,  a  very  large  fum  of  money' 
was  accumulated,  and  he  fc»ur.d  him- 
felf,  when  he  took  hii  aff.«irs  into  his 
own  hands>  the  vvc\\t(\.vi\?iw"\x\xV«.^'3vv^* 
ty .   It  hi*  bcwv  \ot^«^  xiwe  c>i^\o\Ei  oS.  ^\\ 
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family  to  celebrate  the  heir's  completion 
of  his  twenty- firft  year,  by  an  ciitcrtain- 
"ment,  at  which  the  houfe  is  thrown  open 
.  to  all  that  are  inclined  to  enter  it,  and 
the  whole  province  flocks  together  as  to 
a  genei-al  feftivity.  On  this  occafion 
j-onng  Bhiftcr  exhibited  the  firft  tokens 
of  his  future  eminence,  by  (baking  his 
piirfc  ?.t  an  old  jrcntleman,  who  had  been 
the  intimate  friend  of  his  father,  and 
ofTcring  to  wager  a  greater  fmn  than  he 
could  afford  to  venture;  a  practice  with 
which  he  has,  at  one  time  or  othel,  in- 
fulted  every  freeholder  within  ten  miles 
round  him. 

IHs  next  afls  of  »offencc  were  com- 
mitted in  a  contentious  and  fplteful  vin- 
dication uf  the  privileges  of  his  manors, 
and  a  rigorous  and  relentleis  profccution 
of  every  man  that  prefumed  to  violate 
his  game.  As  he  happens  to  have  no 
eftate  adjoining  equal  to  his  own,  his 
oppreflions  are  often  borne  without  rc- 
liftance,  for  fear  of  a  long  fuit,  of 
which  he  delicjhts  to  count  the  exjienccs 
without  the  leaft  folicitude  about  the 
event;  for  he  knows,  diat  where  nothing 
but  an  honorary  right  is  coniefted,  the 
poorer  antngonift  muft  alwavs  I'utTcr, 
whatever  (hall  be  the  lalt  dec i lion  of  the 
iaw. 

By  the  fuccefs  of  fome  of  thefe  dif- 
putes,  he  has  fo  elated  his  infolencc^p 
and  by  reflc6lion  upon  the  general  ha- 
tred which  they  have  brought  upon  hun^ 
fo  irritated  his  vinilence,  that  hiswhote 
life  is  (JKjnt  in  meditating  or  executidg 
mifchicf.  It  is  his  common  praftice  to 
procure  his  hedges  to  be  broken  in  the 
night,  and  then  to  demand  fatisfaftion 
for  damages  which  his  grounds  have 
fuflfcred  from  his  neighbour's  cattle.  An 
old  widow  was  yellerday  foliciting  Eu- 
gcnio  to  enable  her  to  replevin  her  only 
cow  then  in  the  pound  by  Squire  Blm- 
tei's  order,  who  had  fcnt  one  of  his 
agents  to  take  advantage  of  her  calami- 
ty, and  perfuadc  her  to  fell  the  cow  at 
an  under  rate.  He  has  driven  a  day- 
labourer  from  his  cottage,  forgathering 
blackberries  in  a  hedge  for  his  children  5 
and  has  now  an  old  woman  in  the  coun- 
ly-jail  for  a  trcfpafs  which  (he  commit- 
ted, by  coming  into  his  groynd  tipick 
up  acorns  for  her  hog* 
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Mone}-,  in  whatever  hands,  will  con- 
fer power.  Diftrcfs  will  fly  to  immedi- 
ate refuge,  without  much  confideration 
of  remote  confequences.  Blnflfar  h?4 
therefore  a  dclpotick  authority  in  many 
families,  whom  he  has  afllifted,  on  prell- 
ing  occafions,  with  larE:er  fums  than 
they  can  calily  repiy.  ^Fhe  only  vifi*? 
that  he  makes  are  to  thtfe  houfes  of  mif- 
fortune,  where  he  enters  with  the  info- 
lence  of  ablolute  command,  enjoys  the 
terrors  of  the  family,  cxa,5^s  their  obe- 
dience, riots  at  their  chappfc,  and  in  t'-it 
height  of  his  joy  infults  tlic  father  wi'h 
menaces,  and  thw-  daughters  witli  ob- 
fccjiity. 

Hu  is  of  late  fcmewhat  Icfs  oflVnfivc; 
for  one  ot  his  d^:btors,  after  gentle  ex- 
polhilations,  by  which  he  v/us  onlv  irri- 
tated to  f.:;Toirer  outrage,  frizcd  him  Fy 
tlie  (lc<n'e,  hi\  him  trembling  into  th^ 
court-yard,  and  doled  the  door  upca 
him  in  a  rtomiy  night.  He  took  hi* 
ufual  rcTcngc  nojl' nioming  by  a  wTtt; 
but  the  <Jpbt  ^^rh  uifchargcd  bV  the  aT- 
fiilaiice  OT  Eugcjifo. 

It  is  his  ttAt  to'lu  fllr  his  tenants  to  owe 
him  renf ,  Ijocaufe  by  this  indulgence  he 
fccurcs  to  himlllf  ihe  power  of  ftizui! 
whenever  he  has  an  inclination  toamiUe 
himitlf  with  calamity,  and  fcaft  his  ears 
with  cntrL-atles  and  lamentations.  Yet 
as  he  is  Ibmetimes  capriciou fly  liberal  to 
thofe  whom  he  happens  to  adopt  as  fa- 
vourite^,  and  lets  nis  lands  at  a  cheap 
rate,  his  farms  are  never  long  unoccu- 
pied; and  when  one  is  ruined  by  op- 
prcfllon,  the  po(ribility  of  bettor  fortune 
quickly  luics  another  to  fupply  hii 
place. 

Such  is  the  life  of  Squire  Bluftcr;  t 
man  in  whofe  power  fortune  has  libe- 
rally placed  the  means  of  happinefs,hut 
who  has  defeated  all  her  gitts  of  their 
end  by  the  depravity  of  his  mind.  He 
i s  wealthy  wi thout  followers ;  he  is  niag- 
nificcnt  without  witnefTes;  he  has  biildi 
without  alliance,  and  influence  witbouT 
dignity.  His  neiglibours  fcom  him  at 
a  brute;  his  dependents  dread  him  as  as 
oppreflbr;  and  he  has  only  the  gloomy 
comfoit  of  iTfle6ling,  that  if  he  is  hated, 
he  is  likewife  feared.     I  am.  Sir,  8cc, 

Va^vlui- 
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IXiT  WHIN  THE  BTRPS  THEIR 
ITRIPF'd  or  HIS  S  FULIN  FRIPI 
•  HOVLO  STAND  THE  LAVGHTXl 

M  O  N  G  the  inmimerablc  prafticw 
by  which  inttrell  or  envy  have 
It  thole  who  live  tipon  litorui  y  fame 
Kirb  each  other  ?t  their  air}'  ban- 
,  one  of  the  molt  common  is  the 
c  of  pUgiariiin.  When  the  ex- 
ice  ot  a  new  compofitlon  can  no 
r  be  contcilcd,  un-.i  m  ilicc  is  com- 
to  give  way  to  the  iina'.'iimity  of 
afc,  there  is  yet  this  one  expedient 
tried,  by  which  the  author  may  be 
dcdjthough  hl«;  work  he  i  evcrenced ; 
i\e  excellence  which  we  cannot  ob- 
,  may  be  iVl  at  ivch  a  dillnnce  as 
>  overpowiT  ovv  fainter  liiltrc. 
usaccufation  •S'lunt^-^rons,  hccaufo, 
kThcn  it  is  falfe,  it  may  be  fomctlmes 
I  with  probability.  Bmycn;  dc- 
,  tliatwtr  arc  come  into  the  world 
te  to  produce  any  thin*^  new,  that 
e  and  life  arc  p-coccupicd,  and 
lefcnption  and  fentimcnt  have  been 
rxh:»ufted.  It  is  indeed  CL-rtain,  that 
ver  attempts  any  co:ni'y)n  t.'»pick, 
ind  une::pt«!!ccd  coincidence?  of  his 
jhts  with  thofe  of  oli;er  writers; 
in  the  nicdl  j  jdgmcnt  always  dif- 
ifli  accidental  iViT.-Htiulc  from  art-, 
litation.  There  i3  likewife  acom- 
ftocit  of  images,  a  fettled  mode  of 
gemcnt,  and  a  beaten  track  of 
tion,  which  all  authors  fuppofe 
elves  at  liberty  to  ufe,  and  which 
ICC  the  rcfcmblance  fc^cncrally  ob- 
)lc  among  cotcmporarie'?.  So  that 
oks  which  bcft  deferve  the  name 
Iginals,  there  is  little  new  beyond 
ifpoiition  of  materials  already  pro- 
;  the  fame  ideas  and  combinations 
^as  have  been  Ion;;  in  the  poflfefiion 
icr  hands;  and  by  reftoring  to  eve- 
an  his  own,  as  the  Romans  niuft 
returned  to  their  cots  from  the 
fTion  of  the  world,  fo  the  moft  in- 
v^  and  feitile  genius  would  reduce 
)lios  to  a  few  pages.  Yet  ^hc  au- 
who  imitates  nis  prfdece/Tors  only 
nufhwg  bJmfclf  with  thought$  and 
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Frahcis* 


cleg^cies  out  of  the  fame  geirend  imi-« 
gazine  of  literature,  can  with  little  tmn 
propriety  be  reproached  as  a  pltgruuy^ 
than  the  architc-5l  can  be  cenfured  as  a 
mean  copier  of  Angclo  or  Wren,  be- 
caufe  he  digs  his  marble  from  the  fame 
quany,  fquares  his  ftones  by  the  fame 
ait,  and  unites  them  in  columns  of  chc 
fame  orders. 

Many  fubje£ls  fall  under  the  con£« 
deration  of  an  author,  which  beine  li- 
mited by  naiurccan  admit  only  of  iliglit 
and  accidental  divcrfities.  All  defiiii« 
tions  of  the  fame  thing  muft  be  nearly 
the  famif;  and  defcriptions,  which  are 
definitions  of  a  more  lax  and  fanciful 
kind,  mu:l  always  have  in  fome  degvet ' 
tiiat  refcmbiance  to  each  other  whidi 
they  all  have  to  tlieir  obje6l.  Difftrent 
poets  defcribing  the  fpring  or  the  km 
woidd  mention  the  zephyrs  and  tiitt 
flowers,  the  billows  and  the  rocks;  rc- 
ficfling  on  human  life,  they  would,  with- 
out any  comnumication  of  opinions^ 
lament  the  deceitfulncfs  of  hope,  the 
fugacity  of  pleafurc,  the  fragility  of 
beauty,  and  the  fi^equency  of  calamity; 
and  for  palliatives  of  theie  incurable  mi- 
fcries;  they  would  concur  in  recom- 
mrndlngkindnefs,  tempcrance^xaufidOy 
and  fortitude.  • ,. 

When  therefore  there  are  found  in 
Virgil  and  Horace  two  fimllar  paflagcs— * 


Hdt  t'lbi  erunt  arte: 

FarctrefuhjeB'iiy  et  del tllare  fubertos,       ■  ■  ^  • 

ViBO. 

To  tame  the  proud,  the  fetter'd  (lavetofirefS 
Thefe  are  imperial  arts,  and  worthy  thee« 

DBY9Bir» 

Imptret  btUante  prior ^  jacentcm 

Lents  itt  bofttm*  Hoi* 

Let  Ccfar  fprcad  his  conquefts  far, 
Lefs  pleased  to  uiumph  than  to  fpare* 

it  18  furely  not  nect^^unf  to  Coiyi^^^'^'^ 
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other,  fince  neither  Virgil  nor  Horace 
can  be  fuppofed  ignorant  of  the  com- 
mon duties  of  humanity,  and  the  vir> 
tueof  moderation  in  fuccefs. 

Cicero  and  Ovid  have  on  very  diflfcr- 
ent  occafions  remarked  how  little  of  the 
honour  of  a  victory  belongs  to  the  ge- 
neral, when  his  foldiers  rind  his  fortune 
have  mad%;  their  dcduilrtions;  yet  why 
ihould  Ovid  be  rufpc<i:^ed  to  have  owed 
to  Tully  an  oblervation  which  perhaps 
ocairs  to  every  man  that  fees  or  liears 
of  military  glories? 

Tully  obicr\'es  of  Achilles,  that  had 
not  Homc-r  written,  his  valour  had  been 
without  praife. 

Iflf  Ilias  iUj  extitijp't,  Idtm  tumulus  qui 
corpus  ejus  ccrtcxerat,  rtctKcn  €Jus  cb- 
ru'ijfet. 

tXnlefs  the  Iliad  had  been  publlfhcd,  his 
name  had  been  lod  in  the  tomb  that  co- 
vered his  body. 

Horace  tells  us  with  more  energy, 
that  there  were  brave  men  before  the 
wars  of  Troy,  but  thoy  were  loft  in 
oblivion  for  want  of  a  poet. 

Vtxere  fortes  ante  Agamemr.ona 
Mdultis  Jedcmrtes  lilachryrrahilcs 
UrgentUKy  tgnct'ique  longu 

Nc^e,  carcnt  quia  vatefacro* 

Before  great  Agamemnon  reignM, 

Rcign'J  kit>gs  as  great  as  he,  and  brave, 

iVhofchuge  ambition's  now  contain^ 
In  the  fmall  compafs  of  a  grave: 

In  endlefs  night  they  flecp,unwcpt,unknown: 

Kg  bard  had   they  to   make  all  time  their 

^^"-  Francis. 

Tully  enquires,  in  the  fame  oration, 
why,  but  for  fame,  we  difturb  a  Ihort 
life  with  fo  many  fatigues  ? 

S^uid  cj}  quod  In  hoc  tarn  ex'iguo  'v'lta  curri- 
eulo  et.tam  hrevi,  tant'n  nos  in  laborilus 
exerccamus? 

Why  ui  fo  fmall  a  circuit  of  life  fbould  we  em- 
ploy ourfelves  in  fo  many  fatigues? 

Horace  enquires  In  the  fame  manner— 

Slpid  brevi  fortes  jatulamur  srvo 

Multaf 

Why  do  we  aim,  with  eager  ftrife. 

At  things  beyond  the  mark  of  life? 

FRAiccm 

when  our  life  is  of  fo  ihort  duration^ 
why  we  form  fuch  numerous  deiigas? 


But  Horace,  as  well  as  Tully, 
difcover  that  records  are  needful  to  pt- 
ferve  the  memory  of  actions,  and  that 
no  records  were  £o  durable  flooans) 
either  of  them  might  find  ouFtliat  life 
is  (hort,  and  that  we  confume  it  in  un- 
neceflary  labour. 

There  are  other  flowers  of  ^6lion  fo 
widely  fcattered  and  fo  eafily  cropped, 
that  it  is  fcarcely  juft  to  tax  the  ufe  of 
them  as  an  aft  by  which  any  particular 
writer  is  defpoiled  of  his  garland;  fee 
they  may  be  faid  to  have  been  planted  Vy 
the  ancients  in  the  open  road  of  poetiy 
for  the  accommodation  of  their  fuc» 
celTors,  and  to  be  the  right  of  every  one 
that  has  art  to  pluck  them  without  in- 
juring tlicir  colours  or  their  fraerance. 
The  pafTagc  of  Orpheus  to  heU,  wiiii 
the  recoveiy  and  fecond  lofs  of  Euiy- 
dice,  have  been  defcribed  after  Boetiuf 
by  Pope,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  might 
juftly  leave  him  fufpefted  of  imitatjosi 
were  not  the  images  fuch  as  they  might 
both  have  derived  from  more  andettt 
writers. 

Sluafontes  agkant  metu 
tutrices  fcelerum  dea 
Jam  mcefia  lacrymis  aeadeur, 
Non  Ixionium  caput 
Vtlox  pracipitat  rota. 
The  powers  of  vengeance,  while  they  hetfi 
Touched  with  compaffion,  drop  a  teaii 
Ixion*s  rapid  wheel  is  bound , 
Fix*d  in  attention  to  the  found. 

F.  LEfri>> 

Thy  (lone,  O  Syfiphas,  fiands  iUlI, 

Ixion  refts  upon  his  wheel. 
And  the  pale  fpe£^res  dance! 
The  furies  Ank  upon  their  iron  beds* 
Tandem,  vincimur^  arbiter 
Vmhraruitif  miferans^  ait  ■ 

DcncmuSf  ccmitem  viro, 
Emtam  carmint^  conjugemm 
SulduM  at  length}  Hell's  pitying 

cry'd. 

The  fong  rewardbg,  let  us  yield  thebrifc* 
F.  Liwit» 

He  fung,  and  HeU  confeoted 
To  bear  the  poet's  prayer  j 

Stem  Froferpine  relented. 

And  gave  him  back  the  fair* 

Heuf  noffitprcpe  temamt 
Orpheus  Euryiicen  fuam 
Vuiit,  perdiiit^  oceuiit* 

Nor  yet  the  the  golden  verge  of  day 
When  Orpheus,  her  unhappy  lordj 
Eurydice  to  life  reftof'd. 

At  once  beheld,  and  loft,  and  m 
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DO  foon,  the  lover  turns  his  eyes: 
alls,  again  fhe  dies,  (he  dies! 

»r  can  be  fully  convi6lcd  of 
except  there  is  a  concurrence 
refemblance  than  can  be 
to  have  happened  by  chance; 
he  fame  ideas  are  conjoined 
ly  natural  feries  or  neceflary 
or  where  not  only  the  thought 
►rds  are  copied.  Thus  it  can 
i  doubted,  that  in  the  firft  of 
ng  paflTagcs  Pope  remembered 
[  that  in  the  lecond  he  copied 


dixit,  Jluttium  ^utcf  tnutlli  tentasf 
f  nulUs  ij'fe  reliquit  opes  '  ■ 

armen  numeros  veniebat  ad  aftcs, 
onabar  JcrlberCf  verjus  erat. 

Ovid. 

bis  barren  trade,  my  father  cry'd, 
r  left  no  riches  when  he  dy'd— 
ntancous  flaw'd  my  native  drain, 
i  fweat  ur  labour  of  the  brain. 
F.  Lewis. 

Iling  for  thif  idle  trade} 
jIcc,  no  father  difobey'd; 
I  child,  ere  yet  a  fool  to  fame, 
umbers,  for  the  numbers  came. 
Fori. 

'his  plain  floor, 

reader,  can  fay  more 

a  braver  marble  can, 
Tuly  hooeil  ynan. 

ClASHAW* 

[I  ftonc,  what  few  vain  marbles 
ay,  Here  lies  an  honeil  man. 

POFI. 

;,  or  thoughts  not  immedi- 
rflcd  by  fenliblc  obje6ts,  or  ne- 
rifing  from  the  coalition  or 
1  of  common  fcntiments,  may 
jat  juftice  fufpc6led  whenever 
>und  a  fecond  time.  Thus 
obably  owed  to  Grotius  an 
ipiimcnt* 


Here  lies  the  learned  SaviPs  heJ^s 
So  cfrly  wife,  and  lading  fair,  . 
That  nonr,  except  her  years  they  told. 
Thought  her  a  child,  or  thought  her  old. 

WALLrJt* 

Umca  luxfecuVu  genu  oris  gloria ,  nemo 
Slucm  fuerunty  nemo  crtdidit  ejfefenem, 

G«OT« 

The  age's  miracle,  his  father's  joy! 
Nor  old  you  vvou'J  pronounce  him,  nor  a  boy, 
F.  Lewis. 

And  Prior  was  indebted  for  a  pretty 
illuftration  to. Alley ne's  poetical  hiltoiy 
of  Henry  the  feventh. 

For  nought  butffght  itfclf,  irfelf  can  (how. 
And  only  kings  can  wrice,what  kings  can  do* 
Alliyns* 
Your  mufick's  power,  your  mnlick  muft 

difdofe. 
For  what  light  is,  *tis  only  light  that  Ihewg. 

Paiojt* 

And  with  yet  more  certainty  may  the 
fame  writer  be  cenfured,  for  endeavour- 
ing the  clandeiiine  appropriation  of  a 
thought  which  he  borrowed,  furdy 
without  thinking  himfelf  difgraccd,  from 
an  epigram  of  Plato. 


nUa^^n  to x«Tcflrrpo»*  c«ni  twu  fxhlfia^a^ 


T«r 

Venus,  take  my  votive  glaft. 
Since  1  am  not  what  1  was; 
What  from  this  day  1  ihall  be, 
Venus  let  me  never  fee. 


As  not  every  inlbnce  of  (iroilituds 
can  be  confidered  as  a  proof  of  imitation^ 
fo  not  every  imitation  ought  to  be  ftig- 
matized  as  a  plagiarifm.  The  adoption 
of  a  noble  fentiment,  or  the  infenion  of 
a  borrowed  ornament,  may  fometimeft 
difplay  fo  much  judgment  as  will  almoft 
coinpenfate  for  invention;  and  an  inf(&* 
rior  genius  may,  without  any  imputa** 
tion  of  ferviiity,  purfue  the  path  of  ths 
ancients,  provided  he  declines  to  trea4  . 
in  their  footfteps^ 


K^  CIXCT. 
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DAPHMDIS   ARCrM 
FRtCTSTl  tT    CALAMOS:    Q^U  .1  T  I',  F  t.  R  VT  RSZ   M  EK  ALC  A, 
KT   CUM   ViniSTI  PUERf)  DCN  ^TA,    IX^LFBASJ 
IT   SI   SON    ALI^LWA  KOCUlaSFS,    MORTUUi  ESSZS 

VlRG. 

THF,  BOW  or  DAriirT:  A*:n  tfir  shatts  you  brokz  ; 

WHl?:    THE  FA:i.  BjY  XECtlv'o  T  H  il    GIFT    OK    R  1  G  H  T  J 
A-VD  aUT  «0R    WIiCHI£F,   YOU    HAD  Dy'd  FOR    SFlTE. 


IT  is  impofnM'  tc  niinc;le  in  convcrfa- 
tion  wiihout  o'oilTv'ing  the  dlrticnlty 
with  which  a  ntw  name  mai.cs  ii's  wiy 
into  the  v.ok Id.  The  firll  appearance 
of  excellence  unites  muliitiKlcs  aj;ain(l 
ity  uncxpc^cd  oppoliiion  rlies  up  on 
e\xry  fids;  the  celehi-atcd  and  the  tb- 
fcurejoin  in  the  confedera^-'y;  fuStilty 
fiirnilhes  arms  to  impudcr.cc,  aiid  ii.- 
Tention  leads  on  credulity. 

The  ftrength  and  unanimity  of  this 
llliance  is  not  cafily  conceived.  It 
jfilghtbe  expelled  that  no  man  Ihould 
$mcr  his  hcnrt  to  be  infiamcvl  wiih  ma- 
Jice,  but  by  injuricsj  that  none  ihould 
bufyhimfelf  in  contefting  thepretcnficns 
of  another,  but  when  ibnie  right  of  Wii 
own  was  involved  in  the  qucilior.j  ihat 
at  Icaft  hoftilitics  commenced  wv.hout 
caufe,  ihould  quickly  ceafcj  that  t};e 
armies  of  malignity  (hould  foon  diipcril', 
when  no  common  intereft  could  be  found 
to  hold  them  together;  and  that  the  at- 
tack upon  a  rifmg  character  Ihould  be 
left  to  thofe  who  had  fomething  to  hope 
or  fear  from  the  event. 

The  hazards  of  thofe  that  afpirc  to 
eminence  would  be  much  diminifhed  if 
tliey  had  none  but  acknowledged  rivals 
lo  encounter.  Their  enemies  would 
then  be  few,  and  what  is  of  yet  greater 
importance,  would  be  known.  But 
what  caution  is  fuQcient  toward  oIF  the 
blows  cf  invitibie  afTailants,  or  what 
force  can  Ihnd  af^ninft  unintermitted  at- 
tacks, and  n  continued  fucctlhon  of  ene- 
mies? Wl  iKch  ic  the  (late  of  the  world, 
that  no  looncr  c:ir.  anv manemcit^e  from 
the  crowd,  and  fix  the  ey(s  of'tlic  pub- 
lick  upon  him,  than  heitambasa  murk 
to  the  arrows  of  lurkmp-  ra'.T.mny,  and 
receiv;;8  in  the  lunuiit  of  hoftility,  f.om 
diftant  and  from  nr.inehfs  haods,  wounds 
not  always  eafy  to  l.e  cured. 

It  is  piX)hMc  thai  the  onf-A  ?.p,x»t\^ 
the  candidates  fcr  rtnowa  "u  or^'iiiW-j 


Drtpex. 

incited  by  thofe  who  ima.;ine  themfclve* 
in  dun.>r  of  f'l'Terin;;  l>\  ?hcir  f\i'-ccf"s;  - 
b\it  when  war  is  ov.a  dtcl.irjd,  vohin* 
teci-Nfloik.  to  ih«?  itar.dari^  hrjhituJ.i 
toUow  the  cunp  only  for  v.mui  of  fm- 
plovmeni,  and  tlying  i\juadion*  aio  dil- 
peri'ed  tocvviny  p.irr,  lo  p'.c'icd  wiihas 
opportunity  oi  milchicr,  tliat  the)-  toil 
wi'ihout  profpccl  of  pralic,  aad  pilb^ 
wlihouthojK'  ot*  pront. 

When  any  man  has  endeavoured  t» 
dfi'crvc  diftin6lion,  he  will  be  furpnfol 
to  hear  himUif  ccnfureti  when;  he  could 
not  c^pc6^  to  hive  been  named;  he  will 
hnd  the  utmoll  acrimony  of  malict 
ainong  thofe  whom  he  never  could  lia« 
cifcndcd. 

As  tliere  arc  to  be  formd  in  ihcfcrvice 
of  envy  men  of  every  divcrfiiy  of  tem- 
per and  d.gree  of  undcriianding,  ca- 
ll! mny  is  ditfufed  by  all  arts  and  incthoJi 
of  propagation.  Nothing  is  too  gnus 
or  too  refined,  too  ciiiel  or  tootnfliog» 
to  be  pra6\iied;  very  little  regard  if  haJ 
to  the  rul-ji  of  honoui-able  hoiHlitv,  but 
every  weapon  is  accounted  lawful,  and 
thofe  that  cannot  make  a  thruft  at  life 
are  content  to  keep  themfelves  in  play 
with  petty  malevolence,  to  teiic  witk 
feeble  blows  and  impotent  di(hirbance« 

But  as  theindulby  ofobfervationbu 
divided  the  moft  mifcellaneous  and  con* 
fufed  afUniblagcs  into  proper  clafles,aad 
ranf^ed  the  infe£ls  of  die  fummer,  that 
torment  us  with  their  drones  or  ^ng>t 
by  their  fcvcral  tribes;  the  perfecutors 
of  merit,  notwithlbnding  thehr  miin- 
bers,  may  he  likcwife  commodioufly 
diilinguiihed  into  Roarers,  Whifpercn, 
and  Moderators. 

The  Roarer  is  an  enemy  rather  tenribb 
than  dangerous.  He  has  no  othCT-  ({tt« 
liHcation  for  a  champirm  of  contromy 
than  a  han^lened  front  and  ftnong  voittf 
W^Nw.'^&iV'^omfemucH  defire  to  confift 
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on  than  argument,  and  has 
care  to  adjuit  one  part  of  his 
1  to  another,  to  preferve  de- 
iris  language,  or  probability  in 
tives.      He  has  always  a  (tore 
chful  epithets  and  contemptu- 
llatlons,  ready  to  be  produccd- 
>n  may  require,  which  by  con- 
tie  pours  out  with  refiftlcfs  vo- 
If  the  wealth  of  a  trader  is 
d,  he  without  hefitation  devotes 
inkruptcy;  if  the  beauty  and 
of  a  lady  be  commended,  he 
how  the  town  can  fall  in  love 
ick  deformity;  if  a  new  per- 
of  genius  happens  to  be  cele- 
e  pronounces  the  writer  a  hope- 
,  without  knowledge  of  books 
ind  without  the  underflanding 
I  it  muft  be  acquired.     His  ex-, 
ns  are  generally  without  effeft 
(e  whom  he  compels  to  hear 
nd  though   it  will  fometimes 
:hat  the  timorous  are  awed  by 
ice,  2md  the  credulous  miftake 
dence  for  knowledge,  yet  the 
which  he  endeavours  to  fup- 
1  recover  their  former  ftrength, 
es  that  bend  to  the  tempeft  ere£l 
es  again  when  it's  force  is  paft. 
Wmfpercr  is  more  dangerous. 
J  g^ins  attention  by  a  loft  ad- 
id  excites  curiofity  by  an  air  of 
ICC.      As  iecrets  are  not  to  be 
»p  by  promifcuous  publication, 
a  felect   audience  about  him, 
dfies  their  vanity  with  an  ap- 
of  truft  bv  communicating  his 
ice  in  a  low  voice.      Of  the 
X  can  tell,  that  though  he  feems 
1^  an  exteniive  commerce,  and 
high  terms  of  the  fimds,  yet 
th  is  not  equal  to  his  reputation; 
ately  fufeed  much  by  an  ex- 
irojefl}  and  had  a  greater  ihare 
acknowledfi;ed  in  the  rich  (hip 
iflwd  by  me  ftonn.      Of  the 
tfi  hat  little  to  fay,  but  that  they 
b^  in  a  morning  do  not  difcover 
meet  which  are  admired  in  the 
Of  the  writer  he  afiirms  with 
rtainty,  that,  though  the  excelr 
die  work  be  inconteftable,  he 
n  but  a  fmall  part  of  the  reputa« 
at  he  owed  moft  of  the  imaget 
tiiventt  to  a  iecret  friend;  and 
I  icctiracy  and  eooality  of  the 
itpfipduccd  by  the  (uccemve  cor- 
pi  fbc  chief  ciittckf  pf  the  agr* 
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As  every  one  is  pleafed  with  imagin- 
ing that  he  knows  fomethin^  not  yet 
commonly  divulged,  fecret  hiftory  eafi- 
ly  gains  credit;  but  it  is  for  the  moft 
part  believed  onlv  while  it  circulates  ia 
whifpers;  and  when  once  it  is  openly 
told,  is  o^ly  confuted. 

The  moft  pernicious  enemy  is  tht 
man  of  Moderation.  Without  intereft 
in  the  qneftion,  or  any  motive  but  ho- 
neft  curiofity,  this  impartial  and  zealout 
enquirer  alter  truth  is  ready  to  hear 
either  fide,  and  always  difpofcd  to  kind 
interpretations  and  favourable  opiniont* 
He  hath  heard  the  trader's  amurs  re- 
ported with  great  variation,  and  after » 
diligent  comparifon  of  the  evidence, 
concludes  it  probable  that  the  fplendid 
funerftrufturc  of  bufmefs  being  origi- 
nally built  upon  a  narrow  bafis,nas  late- 
ly been  found  to  totter:  but  between 
dilatory  payment  and  bankruptcy  there 
is  a  great  diftance;  many  merchants 
have  lupported  themfelves  by  expedients 
for  a  time,  without  any  final  injury  to 
their  auditors ;  and  what  is  loft  by  one 
adventure  may  be  recovered  by  another. 
He  believes  that  a  young  lady  pleafed 
with  admiration,  and  dehrous  to  make 
pcrfefl  what  is  already  excellent,  may 
heighten  her  charms  by  artificial  im- 
jvovements,  but  furely  moft  of  her  beau- 
ties  muft  be  genuine,  and  who  can  fay 
that  he  is  wholly  what  he  endeavours  to 
appear^  The  author  he  knows  to  be  a 
man  of  diligence,  who  perhaps  does  not 
fparkle  with  the  fire  of  Homer,  but  has 
the  judgment  to  difcover  his  own  de- 
ficiencies, and  to  fupply  them  by  the  help 
of  others;  and  in  his  opinion  modefty 
is  a  quality  fo  amiable  and  rare,  that  it 
ought  to  find  a  patron  whei^ever  it  ap- 
pears, and  may  juftly  be  preferred  by 
the  publick  fuftrage  to  petulant  wit  and 
oftentatious  literature. 

He  who  thus  difcdvers  fallings  with 
unwillingnefsr,  and  extenuates  the  faults 
which  cannot  be  denied,  puts  an  cud  at 
once  to  doubt  or  vindication;  his  hear* 
ers  repofe  upon  his  candour  and  vera* 
city,  and  admit  the  charge  witliout  al- 
lowing the  excufe. 

Such  arc  the  arts  by  which  the  envi- 
ous, the  idle,  the  peeviili,  and  the 
thoughtlefs,  obftrufl  that  worth  which 
thejr  cannot  equal;  and  by  artifices  thus 
eafv,  fordid,  and  detefbble,  is  induftry 
defeated)  beauty  bUfted^  iiid^xi>i^  ^^-> 
predcd^ 


T\ 


^*  ocv:^, 
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NOK   SI  PXIORKS  M/VONIUS   TENIT 
tIDKS  HOMCRU*,   PiyOAKIC.-:  LATENT) 
CEJEQJUE  IT  ALCiCI    MINACES 

&TESICHVR1<L^E  CRAVES  CAM^FN/C* 

Hnit. 

WHAT   TUOVCH  THE   MVIZ   HER    HOVTK    THRONES 
HIGH   ABOVE  ALL  T  K  1.  IV.  M  OR  TAT.    Q^'JIREJ 

2;CR   PINIJAR's   RAPTURE    SHE   DISJWNT, 

HOR   HIDES  THE  PLAlNTIVtCoEAN  LYRE: 

ALC^US   STRIKES  THL   TYRANT'E  OO'w'L   WITH   PKIAO^ 

NOR    YET  Ik  CBAVL  STESICMORUS  UNRE.iD. 

Francis. 


IT  IS  allowed  ihat^  vocations  and  em- 
ployments of  leiil  dipfnity  are  of  the 
molt  apparent  ull-;  tiiatthc  mtaucftai'ti- 
fan  or  inanufafturer  contributes  more 
to  the  acconimotldtlon  of  life,  tlian  the 
profound  fcholarand  argumentative  tlic- 
orift;  and  that  tlie  publick  would  fiirrcr 
Icfs  prcfent  inconvenience  from  the  ha- 
nlihmtntcf  |)hilolcphers  than  from  the 
extinftion  of  any  common  trade. 

Some  have  btcn  fo  forcibly  ftruck 
with  thisobfervation,  that  they  have,  in 
the  firft  warmth  of  their  difcovery, 
thought  it  renfonable  to  alter  th^  com- 
mon diilribution  of  dignity,  and  ven- 
tured to  condemn  mankind  of  univer- 
fal  ingratitude.  For  juftice  exafts,  that 
thofc  oy  whom  wc  are  moft  benefited 
ihould  be  moft  honoured .  And  what 
labour  can  be  more  ufcful  than  that 
which  procures  to  families  and  com- 
munities thoK:  nccefiarits  which  fiipply 
the  wanti  of  nature,  or  thofc  convcni- 
eiicies  by  which  cafe,  fecupt}',  and  ele- 
jr?»nce,  are  conferred  ? 

This  is  one  of  the  innumerable  theories 
which  the  lirft  attempt  to  reduce  them 
into  pra^icc  certainly  dcftroys.  If  we 
eftimate  dignity  by  immediate  ufcful- 
ncrsjaw-jciiVture  is  undoubtedly  tlie  firft 
and  nobleft  fcicnce  $  yet  we  fee  the  plough 
driven,  the  clod  broken,  the  manure 
fpread,  the  feeds  fcattcrcd,  and  tlic  har- 
veft  reaped,  by  men  whom  thofe  that 
feed  upon  their  iiiduftiy  will  never  be 
perfuadcd  to  admit  into  tlie  fame  rank 
with  heroes,  or  with  fagesj  and  who, 
after  all  the  confcfrions  which  truth  may 
extort  in  favour  of  their  occupation,  rauft 
be  content  to  fill  up  the  loweft  clafs  of 
the  commonwealth,  to  fonn  the  bafe  of 
the  pyramid  of  fuliordlnation,  and  lie 
k^icd  in  obfcuriry  llicmfdvts,  .y^VuW 


they  fupport  all  that   is  fplendid, 
fpicuous,  or  exalted, 

It  will  be  found  upon  a  clofcr  ii 
tion,  that  this  pait  of  the  condi 
mankind  is  by  no  means  contn 
rcafon  or  equity.  Kcnjuneratoi 
nours  are  proportioned  at  once  totl 
fulnefs  and  difiiculty  of  perform: 
ai.l  are  properly  adjuftcdby  comp 
of  the  mental  and  corporeal  ab 
which  they  appear  to  employ, 
work,  however  ncccfthr)',  which  i 
ried  on  only  by  mufcular  ftrengtl 
manual  dexterity,  is  notof  equale 
in  the  conlideiation  of  rational  b 
with  the  talks  that  excrciie  the  in 
tuil  powci  s,  and  require  the  aftive^ 
of  imagination,  or  the  gradual  a) 
borious  inveftigations  of  reafon. 

The  merit  of  all  manual  occup 
fccms  to  tcnninate  in  the  invcntoi 
furcly  the  firft  ages  cannot  be  d 
with  ingratitude;  fince  thofe  win 
lizcd  barbarians,  and  taught  thei 
to  fecure  themfclves  from  cold  anc 
gcr,  were  numbered  amongft  their  < 
But  thefe  arts  once  difcovered  by 
fophy,  and  facilitated  by  expencn 
afterwards  pra6lifed  with  very  li 
fiftance  from  the  faculties  of  the 
nor  is  any  thiqg  neceflfaiy  to  the  i 
difcharge  of  thefe  inferior  duties,  \ 
that  rude  obftrvation  which  th 
(luggifh  intcUe^  intiy  pra£^iie|  ai 
iuduftry  which  the  ftimulatibns  of 
fity  naturally  enforce. 

Yet  though  the  refufal  of  (htui 
paneg)Tick  to  thofe  who  empl«^ 
their  hands  and.  feet  in  the  femceo 
kind  may  be  eafily  juftified,  I  i 
finom  intending  to  incite  the  pcf^li 
pride,  to  juftifythe  fuperciliovil 
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:mefs  and  benevolence  which 
^  ilcge  of  their  common  nature 
nay  claim  from  another, 
t  would  be  nclihcr  wife  nor 

0  difcouracre  th^.*  !iiin)aiuhii<m> 
vr,  th^  mintr,  orlh;;  (inlth,  is 
gnmted;  bur  tlurj  is  another 
n.';s  t:q'iaiK'ol)lV'.iJe  an-i  equal - 
t,  v/Ko,  n..cauk'  tiicir  ull'fuU 
.  o;iV;cv:3  to  vulg:ir  nppruhcn- 
:  unif.vLir.Ud  and  di-^  impiti- 
.vho  have  been  lung  expofcd  to 
-lout  a  defcndtrjaiidtocenfui-c 
n  apoloijiih 

tiiors  of  London  were  former- 
ed  by  Swift  at  fcveral  thou- 
d  there  is  not  any  roafon  for 
that  their  nuni^  cr  has  decreaf- 
thefe  only  a  very  few  can  be 
•duce,  or  endeavour  to  prmluce, 
;,  to  extend  any  principle  of 
•r  gratify  the  imagination  with 
Timon  train  of  image*  or  con- 
'  events ;  the  relt,  however  la- 
howevcr  arrogant,  can  only  be 

1  as  the  dnidge«  of  the  pen, 
jfa6lurL*rs  of  literature,  who 
up  for  authors,  cither  with  or 
a  regular  initiation,  and,  like 
ficers,  have  no  other  care  than 
their  tale  of  wares  at  the  dated 

been  formerly  Imagined,  that 
intends  the  entertainment  or 
«n  of  others,  muft  feel  in  him- 
!  peculiar  impidfc  of  erenius; 
uit  watch  the  happy  minute  in 
is  natural  fire  is  excited,  in 
\  mind  is  elevaltd  with  nobler 
:s,  enlightened  with  clearer 
nd  invigorated  with  ftrongt-r 
fnfion;  that  he  mnil  carefully 
thoughts  and  polilh  his  exprel- 
;1  animate  his  eft'oits  with  the 
"aiiing  a  monument  of  learning, 
cither  time  nor  envy  fhall  be 
dlroy. 

e  authors  whom  I  am  now  en- 
lu^  to  recommend  have  been  too 
•hufed  in  tbe  ivays  of  men  to 
Jie  chimerical  ambition  of  im^ 
(\  tbey  have  feldom  any  claim 
i^e  oir  writing,  but  that  they 
id  ibme  other  without  fucccfs; 
ceive  no  particular  fummons  to 
ion,  except  the  found  of  the 
hey  have  no  other  rule  than  the 
he  faihion  for  admitting  their 
iWreJe^is^  tJiem;  and  about 


the  opinion  of  poftcrity  they  have  little 
folicitude,  for  tlieir  prcKin^ions  are  fel- 
dom intended  to  remain  in  the  world 
longer  than  a  week. 

Tliat  fuch  authori  arc  not  to  be  re- 
warded with  pralic  is  cvlJc-nt,  ^nce  no- 
tliing  can  be  adiniiL-d  when  i;  ccafes  to 
exiftj  but  furtiy,  though  tluy  cannot 
afpire  to  honour,  thi:y  miy  '^e  rxempted 
fi(»m  ignominy,  arid  adopted  in  that 
ordt*r  of  men  which  delerves.  our  kind- 
ncfs,  though  not  our  reverence.     Thefc 

f>a}>crs  of  the  day,  tlie  Ephcmsrx  of 
earning,  hive ufcs  moreactcquate  to  the 
purpofes  of  common  life  than  more 
pcmpous  and  durable  volumes.  If  it 
IS  ncccffary  for  every  man  to  be  more  ac- 
quainted with  his  contemporaries  than 
with  paft  generations,  and  to  rather 
know  the  events  which  may  immediate- 
ly affeft  his  fortune  or  quiet,  than  the  re- 
volutions of  ancient  kingdoms,  in  which 
he  has  n^ithct  polfenions  nor  expefta- 
tionsj  if  it  be  pleafir.g  to  hear  of  the 
preferment  and  dilmiljicn  of  ftatcfmcn, 
the  birth  of  heirs,  and  the  marriage  of 
beauties,  the  humble  author  of  journals 
and  gazettes  mull  be  conlidercd  as  a 
liberal  difpcnfer  of  beneficial  know- 
Ictl^e. 

Even  the  abridger,  compiler,  and 
tranflator,  thoug-h  thvrr  labours  cannot 
be  ranlced  with  tnofc  of  the  diurnal  hif- 
toriographer,  yet  mud  not  be  raflily 
doomed  to  annihilation.  Mvcvy  fize  of 
readers  rctjuirts  a  genius  of  correfpcnd- 
ent  capacity;  fome  delight  in  ablTi-a6>« 
and  epitomts,  bccaufc  they  want  room 
in  their  memory  for  long  details,  and 
content  tliemiclves  with  elFefls,  without 
enquiry  after  caufes;  fome  miuils  aic 
overpowered  by  fplendor  of  fentiment, 
as  lomc  eyes  are  ottl-ndcd  by  a  clarinjt 
light;  fuch  will  gladly  contemplate  an 
author  in  aii  humble  imitation,  as  we 
look  without  pain  upon  the  lun  in  the 
water. 

As  every  wTitcr  has  hi^  ufe,  every 
writer  ought  to  have  his  patrons;  and 
fjnce  no  man,  howc\'er  high  he  may  now 
ftand,  can  be  certain  that  he  (hall  natl>« 
foon  thrown  down  from  hjf^'vatien  by 
criticifm  or  caprice,  the  coftftnbn  iniercit 
of  learning  requires  that  her  fdfi*i#*)ul<i 
ccafe  from  inteftinc  hoftilitics,  antf.ib- 
ftcad  of  facrificing  each  other  to  maUtb 
and  contempt,  endeavour  to  aveit  per- 
fecution  from  the  mcancll  of  their  tn« 


temity. 


Tt^ 


Y.''  C^KVN^ 
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■  UNT  ItllC  OUO,   TBXSVXy    ^Cl  REVOLtANT 
KOSTIAIVM  TINtAS  iVZTT I  A'K.VUi 
StD  CUM  SPONSIO,    rABVLAqUl    tASSA 

DB  tcoaro  rvKRX^T  incxtato* 


MA»r« 


'tis  ?0$8»1LS   THAT  ONI  OR   TWO 
TVtSB  rOOLERIES  OF  MINE    MATt^EW; 
»UT   THE*!  THE  BETTINGS  MUST  BB  0*ER, 
KOt  CRAB  OR  CRILOERS  TALKED  OF  MORE* 


F.  Lewis. 


NOKE  of  the  projects  or  defigns 
which  excrcife  the  mind  of  man 
are  equally  fubje6l  to  obftru£lions  and 
difappointments  with  the  purfuit  of  fame. 
Ricnes  cannot  eafily  be  denied  to  them 
who  have  fomcthing  of  ei-eater  value  to 
oflfer  in  exchange:  he  whofe  fortune  is 
endangered  by  litigation,  will  not  refufe 
to  augment  the  wealth  of  the  lawyer  j  he 
whofe  days  are  darkened  by  languor,  or 
whofe  nerves  are  excruciated  by  pain,  is 
compelled  to  pay  tribute  to  the  fcience 
of  healing,  cut  praife  may  be  always 
omitted  without  inconvenience.  When 
cmce  a  man  has  made  celebrity  neceffary 
to  his  happinefs,  he  has  put  it  in  the 
power  of  the  weakeft  and  mod  timorous 
malignity,  if  not  to  take  awny  his  fat  if- 
fa^ion,  at  lead  to  withhold  it.  His 
enemies  may  indulge  their  pride  by  airy 
negligence,  and  gratify  their  malice  by 
quiet  neutrality.  They  that  could  ne> 
Tcrhave  injured  a charatter  by  inve^ivcs, 
nay  combine  to  annihilate  it  by  filence; 
as  me  women  of  Rome  thi*eatened  to  put 
an  end  to  conqueft  and  dominion,  by 
fupplving  no  children  to  tlie  common- 
wealth. 

When  a  writer  has  with  long  toil 
produced  a  work  intended  to  burll  upon 
mankind  with  unexpe6^ed  luftre,  and 
ivithdraw  the  attention  of  the  learn- 
ed world  from  every  other  controverfy 
or  enquiry!  he  is  leldom  contented  to 
wait  long  without  the  enjoyment  of  his 
new  praifes.  With  an  imagination  full 
ef  his  own  importance,  he  walks  out 
like  a  monarch  in  difguife,  to  learn  the 
irarious  opinions  of  &b  readers.  Pre- 
paid to  feaft  upon  admiration}  com- 
posed to  encounter  cenfures  without  emo- 
tionj  and  determined  not  to  fuflfer  his 
quiet  to  be  injured  by  a  (cnfibility  too 
exquiStc  of  praife  or  blamC)  but  to 
Jdttgh  with  equal  coDtempt  at  yaAH  o\>- 


je^lionsand  injodicions  commend 
he  enters  the  places  of  mingled  c 
fation,  fits  down  to  his  tea  in  an  i 
comer,  and  while  he  appears  to  e: 
a  file  of  antiquated  joumak,  catc 
converfation  of  the  whole  roon 
lillens,  but  hears  no  mention 
book,  and  therefore  fuppofes  thai 
dilappointed  his  cnriobty  by  dela 
that  as  men  of  learning  would  ns 
begin  their  converfation  withi 
wonderful  novelty,  they  had  di 
to  other  fubje£(s  before  his  arriva 
company  difperfes,  and  their  pli 
fupplied  by  others  equally  ignor 
equally  cai-elefs.  The  fiune  expc 
hurries  him  to  another  place,  fron 
the  fame  difappointment  drives  h 
away.  His  impatience  then  gro 
lent  and  tumultuous;  he  ranges  < 
town  with  reftlefs  curiofity,  ani 
in  one  quarter  of  a  cricket-ma 
another  of  a  pick  -pocket;  is  told  1 
of  an  unexpefled  oankruptcy,  b; 
of  a  turtle  teaft;  is  (ometimes  pi 
by  importunate  enquiries  after  th 
bear,  and  fometimes  with  praife 
dancing  dog;  he  is  afterwaurds  a 
to  give  his  judgment  upon  a  waec 
the  height  of  £e  Monument;  m 
fee  a  foot-race  in  die  adJ2icont  i 
defired  to  read  a  ludicrous  ad 
ment;  or  confulted  about  the  n 
fe£lual  method  of  making  enqui 
a  favourite  cat.  The  whole  ^ 
bufied  in  afBurs,  which  he  thii 
low  the  notice  of  reaibnable  en 
and  which  are  neverthelefs  ftiffii 
withdraw  all  regard  finun  his  IdN 
his  mo'its. 

He  refolves  at  laft  to  violate  1 
modeily,  and  to  recal  the  talks 
their  folly  by  an  enquiry  after  I 
He  ^ludft  tvepf  one  mwided  ^ 
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never  met  with  any  that  had 
mother  has  been  fo  often  im- 
on  by  fpecious  titles,  that  he 
ys  a  Dook  till  it*s  chara£ler  is 
J  J  a  third  wonders  what  any 
hope  to  produce  after  fo  many 
f  greater  eminence;  the  next 
ired  after  the  author,  but  can 
ccount  of  him,  and  therefore 
he  name  to  be  fi6litious;  and 
cnows  him  to  be  a  man  con- 
)y  indigence  to  write  too  fre- 
vhat  he  does  not  undei-fland. 
arc  the  confolations  with  which 
jpy  author  endeavours  to  allay 
ion,  and  fortify  his  patience, 
ritten  with  too  little  indulgence 
idcrilanding  of  common  rcad- 
as  fallen  upon  an  age  in  which 
>wledge,  and  delicate  refine- 
^e  given  way  to  low  merriment 
buffoonery,  and  therefore  no 
1  hope  for  diilin6lion,  who  has 
a*  purpofe  than  to  raife  laugh- 
finds  tliat'his  enemies,  fuch 
ority  will  alwavs  raife,  have 
iftrious,  while  his  peifonnance 
c  prefs,  to  vilify  and  blaft  it; 
the  bookfeller,  whom  he  had 
to  enrich,  has  rivals  that  ob- 
circulation  of  his  copies.  He 
poles  upon  the  conlidei-ation, 
lobleft  works  of  learning  and 
ave  always  made  their  way 
ainft  ignorance  and  prejudice ; 
reputation,  which  is  never  to 
nuft  l)e  gi-adually  obtained,  as 
f  longcll  life  are  obfervcd  not 
ittain   their  full   llaturc   and 

h  arts  of  voluntary  delufion 
y  man  endeavour  to  conceal 
unimportance  from  himfelf. 
before  we  are  convinced  of  the 
x>rtion  which  every  individual 
\w.  colle£iive  body  of  mankind; 
tiow  few  can  be  interelled  in 
ne  of  any  fingle  man;  how 
incy  is  left  in  the  world  for 
obje6l  of  attention;  to  how 
nt  the  brighteil  blaze  of  merit 
ead  amidil  the  mills  of  bufmefs 
ly;  and  how  foon  it  is  clouded 
tervention  of  other  novelties, 
the  wnter  of  books,  but  the 
er  of  armies,  and  the  deliverer 
.,  will  eafily  outlive  all  noify 
ar  repuution:  he  ma^  be  cele- 
'  a  time  by  the  pubhck  voice, 
iioflf  siad  bii  Dime  mil  iooa 
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be  confidered  as  remote  and  unafiefling, 
and  be  rarely  mentioned  but  by  thofe 
whofe  alUance  gives  them  fome  vanity 
to  gratify  by  frequent  commemoration. 

It  feems  not  to  be  fufficiently  confi* 
dered  how  little  renown  can  be  admitted 
in  the  world.  Mankind  are  kept  oei*- 
petually  bufy  by  their  fears  or  dehres, 
and  have  not  more  leifure  from  their  own 
afEiirs,  than  to  acauaint  themfelves  with 
the  accidents  of  the  current  day.  En- 
gaged in  contriving  (brae  refuge  from 
calamity,  or  in  fhortening  the  way  to 
fome  new  poflfefGon,  they  feldom  fiifFer 
their  thoughts  to  wander  to  the  paft  or 
future;  none  but  a  few  folitary  ftudentt 
have  leifure  to  enquire  into  the  claims 
of  ancient  heroes  or  fages;  and  names 
which  hoped  to  range  over  kingdoms  and 
continents  ihrink  at  laft  into  doifters  ^ 
colleges. 

Nor  is  it  certain,  that  even  of  thefe 
dark  and  narrow  habitations,  thefe  la(t 
retreats  of  fame,  the  poffeflion  will  be 
long  kept.  Of  men  devoted  to  litera- 
ture very  few  extend  their  viewsjaayand 
fome  particular  fcience,  and  trogreater 
part  feldom  enquire,  even  in  their  own 
profefiion,  for  any  authors  but  thofe 
whom  the  prefent  mode  of  (hicfy  hap- 
pens to  force  upon  tlitir  notice;  they 
defire  not  to  fill  their  mimis  with  un- 
ftifhionable  knowledge,  but  Contentedly 
reiign  to  oblivion  thofe  books  which  they 
now  find  cen lured  oi'  negle^ed. 

The  hope  of  fame  is  neceflariiy  con- 
nc£led  witti  fuch  confiderations  as  mxitk 
abate  the  ardor  of  confidence,  and  rc- 
prefs  the  vigour  of  purfu it.  WlK)Cvtr 
claims  renown  from  any  kind  of  excel- 
lence, exjpe^s  to  fill  the  place  which  is 
now  poflefied  b)r  another;  for  there  are 
alreaay  names  of  every  clafs  fufHcient  to 
employ  all  that  will  iicfire  to  remembtr 
them;  and  furcly  he  that  is  puHiing  his 
predeceffors  into  the  gulph  of  ohiciinty, 
cannot  bat  fometimes  fufpeft,  that  he 
muft  himfelf  fmk  in  like  manner,  and  as 
he  flands  upon  the  fame  precipice,  be 
fwept  away  with  the  fame  violence. 

It  fometimes  happens,  that  fame  be- 
gins when  life  is  at  an  end;  but  far  the 
greater  number  of  candidates  for  an- 
plaufe  have  owed  their  rece^on  in  the 
world  to  fome  favourable  caiualtiet,  and 
have  therefore  immediatelyliink  into  neg- 
left,  when  death  llripped  them  of  their 
cafiial  influence,  and  neidier  fortune  nor 
patronage  c^ratcd  \xv  ^!M»x  iv9<sN^\. 
Among  ^lic  ^Vm  VaN^>M.>aua  ^^iascvx  %a 
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rec^nnl,  iho  honour  paid  to  their  memory  notice  of  contemporaries,  how  little  is  it 

is  commonly  proportionate  to  the  rcpu-  to  be  hoped  from  future  times?  What 

tation  which  they  enjoyed  in  thqir  lives,  can  merit  cffeft  by  it's  own  force,  when 

though  ftill  growing  fainter,  as  it  is  at  the  help  of  art  or  triendlhip  can  Icarcely 

ft  greater  diitance  from  the  firft  emiffion;  fupport  it? 
and  fmce  it  is  fo  diflicult  to  obtain  tlie 


NO  CXLVII.    TUESDAY,    AUGUST  13,  1751. 


TU  NIHIL  INVITA  DICES  F^CIESVE  MINKRVA. 


HOK. 


■  YOU   ARK   or  TOO  <5^VIC1C  A  SIGHT,. 

WOT   TO  DISCERN  WHICH  WAY    YOUR  TALENT   LIES. 


Roscommon. 


TO  THE  RAMBLER. 

lIRy 

AS  little  things  grow  great  by  con- 
tinual accumulation,  I  hope  you 
will  not  think  the  dignity  of  your  cha- 
rafter  impaired  by  an  account  of  a  lu- 
dicrous peri'ecution,  which,  though  it 
produces  no  fccnes  of  horror  or  of  ruin, 
yet,  by  inccflant  importunity  of  vex- 
ation, wears  away  my  happinefs,  and 
confumcs  thofe  years  which  nature  feems 
particularly  to  have  afligned  to  checrful- 
nefs,  in  fdent  anxiety  and  helplcfs  rc- 
ibntment. 

I  am  the  eldeft  fon  of  a  gentleman, 
who  having  inherited  a  large  crtate  from 
his  anceltors,  and  feeling  no  dcfiic  ci- 
ther to  increafe  or  leflen  it,  has  from  the 
time  of  his  marriage  generally  rcfided 
at  his  own  feat;  whi-re,  by  dividing  bis 
time  among  the  duties  of  a  father,  a 
mafttr,  and  a  magillrate,  the  ftudy  of 
litei-ature,  and  the  offices  of  civility,  he 
finds  means  to  nd  himfclf  of  the  day, 
without  any  of  thofe  amulcmcnts,  which 
•all  thofe  with  whom  my  refulence  in  this 
place  has  made  mc  acquainted,  tliink 
ncceflary  to  lighten  the  burthen  of  tac- 
iftencc.  • 

When  my  age  made  mc  capable  of 
in(lni6lion,  my  father  prevailed  upon  a 
gentleraany  long  known  at  Oxfoixl  for 
the  extent  of  his  learning  and  purity 
of  his  manners,  to  undertake  my  edu- 
cation. The  regard  with  which  I  law 
him  treated,  difpofcd  me  to  confider  his 
inftru^ions  as  important,  and  I  there- 
fore foon  formed  a  habit  of  attention,  by 
which  I  made  very  quick  advances  in 
different  kinds  of  learning,  and  heard, 
perhaps  too  often,  very  nattering  com- 
parifons  of  my  own  proficiency  wth 
tksLt  of  others,  eidier  U(«  doc\i«  b^  ivv 


ture,  or  Icfs  happily  foj-wardc^l  by  in- 
Itruction.  I  was  caix:flcd  by  all  thst 
exchanged  viiits  withmy  faihtr;  and  as 
young  men  are  with  little  difficulty 
taught  to  judge  favourably  of  them- 
Iclvcs,  began  to  think  that  clofe  appli- 
cation was  no  longer  ncccflar)',  and  that 
the  time  was  now  come  when  I  was  at 
liberty  to  read  only  for  amufement,  &nd 
was  to  receive  the  reward  of  ray  fa- 
tigues in  praife  and  admiration. 

While  I  was  thus  banqueting  upoo 
my  own  perfections,  and  longing' in 
ibcret  to  eicape  from  tutorage,  my  fa- 
ther's brothv  came  from  London  to 
pais  a  fummer  at  his  native  place.  A 
lucrative  employment  which  he  poflfelTed, 
and  a  fondnefs  for  the  convcrfation  and 
divcrlions  of  the  gay  pan  of  mankind, 
had  fo  long  kept  hin^  from  rural  excur« 
lions,  that  I  had  never  feen  him  iince 
my  infancy.  My  curiofity  was  there- 
fore llrongly  excited  by  the  hope  of  oV 
fcrvine  a  chai after  more  ncaily,  which 
I  had  hitherto  reverenced  only  at  a  dii- 
tance. 

From  all  private  and  intimate  convcr- 
fation I  was  long  v-itheld  by  the  per- 
petual conttuence  of  vifitants,  widi 
whom  the  firft  news  of  my  uncle^s  ar- 
rival crowded  the  houfe;  but  was  amply 
recompenfed  by  feeing  an  exa£^  and 
punftilious  praaice  of  me  arts  of  a  cour* 
tier,  in  all  the  fti-atagems  c£  endear- 
ment, the  gradations  of  refpe^^,  and 
variations  of  courtcfy.  I  remaikfld 
with  what  jultice  of  diftribution  be  di- 
vided his  talk  to  a  wicie  circle }  widi 
what  addrefs  he  oticred  to  every  man  tf 
occafion  of  indulging  fame  fiivoariti 
topick,  or  difplaying  fome  fnrtknltf 
attainment;  the  judgpient  wich  yi^iA 
he  rcg^ulatcd  his  enqairiet  after  the  a^ 
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companions  of  his  early  years 
ongly  they  were  infixed  in  his 
,  by  the  mention  of  pad  inci- 
.nd  the  recital  of  puerile  kind- 
langcrs,  and  frolicks.  I  foon 
cd  diat  he  pofTcirtd  fomc  fcicnce 
ioufnels  and  atlra£\Ion  which 
lad  not  taught,  and  of  which 
[  nor  my  fatlv.T  had  any  know- 
hat  I'.c  ]i.ui  th?  power  of  oblig- 
jwl'.c'tnhc  dill  !iot  benefit;  thit 
cd,  iipon  his  cunbiy  bchjviour 
t  trifttin^^  adlions,  a  glofs  of  foft- 

dclicacy  by  which  every  one  was 
;  and  that  by  fome  occult  mc- 
captivation,  he  animated  theti- 

Ibftcned  the  fupercilious,   and 

the  rcrcrvcd.  I  could  not  but 
It    the*  inelegance  of  my  own 

which  left  me  no  hopes  but  not 
1,  and  at  the  inefHcncy  of  ruf- 
rvolcnce  wliich  gained  no  friends 
eal  ferv'icc. 

mclc  faw  the  veneration  with 
[  caught  every  accent  of  his 
nd  watched  every  motion  of  his 
nd  the  awkward  diligence  with 
endeavoured  to  imitate  his  cm- 
'  fondnefs,  and  his  bow  of  rc- 
He  was,  like  others,  eafily  flar- 

an  imitator  by  whom  he  could 
ever  to  be  rivalled,  and  repaid 
."iuitics  with  compliments  and 
ns.  Our  fondnels  was  fo  in- 
>y  a  mutual  endeavour  to  pleafe 
icr,  that  when  he  returned  to 
,  he  declared  himfelf  unable  to 
ephew  fo  amiable  and  fo  accom- 
bchind  him;  and  obtained  my 
pcnniflion  to  enjoy  my  com- 
•  a  few  months,  by  a  promife 
:e  me  in  th?  arts  of  politenefs, 
)ducc  mc  into  pnblick  life, 
rouiticr  had  little  inclination  to 

and,  thcicfore,  by  travL-lling 
I'lv,  afforded  me  lime  for  more 
1  "fam  liar  converfationj  but  I 
imd,  that  by  a  few  enquiries 
s  Wis  not  well  prepared  to  fa- 

hud  made  him  weary  of  his 
cmpanicn.     His  element  was  a 
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ing  argimient  by  a  jeft,  he  foon  difco- 
vcred  that  poverty  of  ideas  which  had 
been  hitherto  concealed  under  the  tinfcl 
of  politerfcfs.  The  firft  day  he  enter- 
tained me  with  the  novelties  and  won- 
ders with  which  I  ftiould  be  aftonifhcd 
at  my  entranCw'  into  London,  and  cau- 
tloiicd  me  with  appaient  admiration  of 
his  owm  wilcioin,  againft  the  arts  by 
which  i-uilicity  is  frequently  deluded. 
The  fame  tistail  ?vA  the  fame  advice  he 
would  have  rcp'jatci  on  the  fecond  day; 
but  as  I  ever)'  momrnc  diverted  the  dif- 
courfe  to  the  hillory  of  the  towns  by 
which  we  pafled,  or  fome  other  fubjeft 
of  le.irning  or  of  icafon,  he  foon  loll 
his  vivacity,  grev  psevilh  and  filent, 
wrapped  his  cloak  about  him,  compofcd 
himlclf  to  (lumber,  and  refervcd  hi» 
gaiety  for  fitter  auditors. 

At  length  I  entered  London,  and  my 
uncle  was  reinftated  in  his  fuperiority. 
He  awaked  at  once  to  loquacity  as  foon 
as  our  wheels  rattled  on  the  pavement, 
and  told  me  the  name  of  every  ftreet  as 
we  croflcd  it,  and  owner  of  every  houfs 
as  we  paifed  by.  He  prefent.a!  me  to 
my  aunt,  a  lady  of  great  cm'nence  for 
the  number  of  her  acquaintances,  and 
fplendor  of  her  aflTemblics,  and  either 
in  kindncfs  or  revenge  confulted  with 
her,  in  ray  prefencc,  how  I  might  be 
moil  advantageoufly  dreffed  for  my  firfl 
appearance,  and  moll  expcditioufly  dif- 
encumbered  fix)m  my  villatick^afliful- 
nefs.  My  indignation  at  familiarity 
thus  contemptuous  flufticd  in  my  fare; 
they  miftook  ang»T  for  fhame,  and  al- 
ternately exerted  their  eloquence  upon 
the  benefits  of  publick  education,  and 
the  happinefs  ol  an  aflurance  early  ac- 
quired. 

Aflurance  is  indeed  the  only  qualifi- 
cation to  which  they  fcem  to  have  an- 
nexed merit,  and  affurancc  therefore  is 
perpetually  recommended  to  me  as  the 
fnpply  ct  cvei-y  dcfcfl  and  the  orna- 
ment of  tver)'  excellence.  T  never  fit 
filent  in  company  when  fecrct  hiftoiy  is 
circulatinrti  but  I  am   rcpn)achcd  for 


want  of  artvirance.  If  I  fail  to  return 
lilcmbly,  where  ceremony  and  the  dated  anfwer  to  a  compliment;  if  I 
comJ>hmcnts  and  common  to-  '  am  difconccrted  by  unexpe^ed  i-aillery; 

if  I  blufh  when  I  am  diicovered  gazing 
on  a  beauty,  or  hefitatc  when  I  find  my- 
felf  emban-afleil  in  an  argument;  it  I 
am  unwilling  to  talk  of  what  I  do  not 
underlland,  or  timorous  in  undertakine; 
offices  wV\\ch  1  c^lwxvoX.  ^grakK.t^>3Sy?j  ^^x- 
fonnj  if  1  fufftr  ^  tiittt^\ii'?^\^  ^'a^'^«  ^^ 


.cpt  the  toMgue  employed  with 
e  affiftance  from  memoiy  orVe- 
but  in  the  chariot,  where  he 
cflitated  to  fupport  a  regular  te- 
converfation,  without  any  rc- 
I  a  new  comer,  or  any  power  of 
ato  g9y  digrcffhnSf  or  dcilroy- 
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recount  the  cafur.liios  of  a  £::Tme»  or  a 
ninibltT  fop  to  pick  up  a  fan,  I  :uii  cen- 
fured  betwren  nity  and  contempt,  as  a 
wretch  doonica  lo  grovel  in  obfcurity 
for  want  of  aflurance. 

r  have  found  many  yonng  prrfons 
HaraiTcd  in  tlie  fame  manner,  by  thofe 
to  whom  age  has  given  nothing  hut  the 
aflurancc  which  they  recommend j  and 


therefore  cannot  hut  th?n!c  it  ufi-ful  \» 
infomi  them,  that  cowardice  and  deli- 
cacy are  not  to  be  confounded;  and  that 
he  whofe  ftupiditv  has  armed  him  againft 
the  (hafts  of  ridicule,  will  always  aft 
anii  fpcak  with  greater  audacity,  than 
they  whofe  fenfibility  repreflcs  thc'u"  ar- 
dor, and  who  dare  never  let  their  con- 
iidencc  outgrow  their  abilities. 


N»  CLXVm.    SATURDAY,   AUGUST  17,  1751; 

ME   TATFR    F.«VIS    ONtRET   CATENI9 
QUOn   VIRO   CLEMENS   MISERO   r£?ERCT, 
ME  VEL  EXTREMIS    NUMIDARVM  IN   ORIS 

CLASSE   RCLEGET.  Hot* 

ME   LET   MY  FATHER    LOAD   WITH  CHAXNI, 
OR   BANISH   TONUMIPIA*S   FAR  THEST  PLAINS  I 

MY  CRIME,  THAT   I  A    LOYAL   WIFRf 
JN   KIND  COMPASSION   SPARED  MY  HUSBANO^S  LZri. 


POLITICIANS  remark,  that  no 
opprrflTion  is  fo  heavy  or  larting  as 
that  which  is  inflicted  by  the  perverfion 
and  exorbitance  of  legal  authority. 
TiiC  robber  may  be  feizcd,  and  the  in- 
vader repelled,  whenever  they  are  found; 
they  who  pretend  no  right  but  that  of 
force,  may  by  force  be  punifhcd  or  fup- 
prelled.  But  when  plunder  beurs  the 
name  of  impo(V,  antf  murder  is  perpe- 
tuated by  a  judicial  fentence,  fortitude 
is;  intimidated,  and  wifdom  confounded ; 
jiefiftance  (hiinks  from  an  alliance  with 
rebellion,  and  the  villain  remains  fe- 
cure  in  the  robes  of  the  magiftrate. 

£(}ually  dangerous  and  equally  de- 
teftable  are  the  cruelties  often  exercifed 
in  private  families,  under  the  venerable 
fanftion  of  parental  authority;  the  pow- 
er which  wc  ai'c  taught  to  honour  from 
the  firlt  moments  of  rcafon;  which  is 
guai-ded  from  infult  and  violation  by  all 
that  can  imprcfs  awe  iipon  the  mind  of 
man;  and  wliich  therefore  may  wanton 
in  cruelty  without  controul,  and  tram- 
ple the  bounds  of  right  with  innumera- 
ble tranfgreflions,  before  duty  an4  piety 
will  darctofeek  rcdrefs,  or  think  thtin- 
(elves  at  liberty  to  recur  to  any  oIIkt 
means  of  dfliverance  than  fupplicatious 
by  which  infolence  is  elated,  and  tears 
by  which  cruelty  is  gratified. 

It  was  for  a  long  time  imagined  by 

the  Romans,  that  no  fon  could  be  the 

murderer  of  his  father;  and  they  had 

thertforeno  puni/hmtnt  approwiAted  to 

pdirkidc.     Tiiey  fecm  liktwiit  lo  Vv4.\t 


Francis. 

believed  with  equal  confidence,  that  m 
father  could  be  cruel  to  his  child;  and 
therefore  they  allowed  every  man  tfae 
fupreme  judicature  in  his  own  hodby 
and  put  the  lives  of  his  offspring  into 
his  hands.  But  experience  intomKd 
them  by  degrees,  that  they  had  deter- 
mined too  haftily  in  favour  of  human 
nature;  they  found  that  inftin£l  and  ha* 
bit  were  not  able  to  contend  with  ara* 
rice  or  malice;  that  the  neareil  relation 
might  be  violated ;  and  that  power,  to 
whom  foe  vcr  intnilled,  might  be  ill  em- 
{iloyed.  They  were  therefore  obliged 
to  fupply  and  to  change  their  inftitu* 
tions;  to  deter  the  parricide  by  a  new  law, 
and  to  transfer  capital  punimments  from 
theparent  to  the  magiftrate. 

There  are  indeed  many  houfes  which 
it  is  impofTible  to  enter  familiarly,  widb- 
out  difcovcring  that  parents  are  by  no 
means  exempt  from  the  intoxications 
of  dominion;  and  that  he  who  is  in  no 
danger  of  hearing  remonftrances  but 
from  his  own  confcience,  will  feldom  be 
long  without  the  art  of  controlling  his 
convictions,  and  modifying  juttice  by 
his  ov/n  will. 

If  in  any  fituation  the  heart  were  in- 
acceiTiblc  to  mali^ity,  it  might  be  fiip* 
pofed  to  be  fuflicicntly  fecured  by  jpafCD- 
till  relation.  To  have  voluntanly  be- 
come to  any  being  the  occafion  of  it's 
exigence,  produces  an  obligation  to  make 
tliut  cxilKncc  happy.  To  lee helpkis  in* 
Wwc^'  ac^u  Liuigout  herhandsandpotiriog 
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any  powers  to  alarm  jcaloufy, 
^ilt  to  alienate  aH:c6lion,  mufl 
iwaken  tendcrnef*  in  cveiy  hu- 
nt!; and  tendemefs  once  excit- 
bc  hourly  increafed  by  the  natu- 
igion  of  felicity,  by  the  reper- 
of  communicated  plcafure,  by 
cioufnefs  of  the  dignity  of  be- 
ti .  I  bel  ie  ve  no  generous  or  be- 
mm  can  fee  the  vileft  animal 

his  regard,  and  fhrinking  at 
r,  playing  his  gambols  of  de- 
•orc  him,  calling  on  him  in  dif- 
i  flying  to  him  in  danger,  with- 
2  kmdnefs  than  he  can  perfuadc 
to  feel  for  the  wild  and  unfo- 
ibitants  of  the  air  and  water, 
irally  endear  to  ourfelves  thofe 
I  we  impart  any  kind  of  plea- 
aufe  we  imagine  their  afteftion 
m  fecmed  to  us  by  the  benefits 
ley  receive. 

is  indeed  another  method  by 
ic  pride  of  fuperiority  may  be 
gratified.  He  that  has  extin- 
ill  the  fenfations  of  humanity, 
3o  longer  any  fatisfa^lion  in  the 
1  that  he  is  loved  as  the  dirtn- 
f  happinefs,  may  pleafe  him- 
1  exciting  terror  as  the  infli6lor 

he  may  delight  his  folitude 
itcmplatmg  the  extent  of  his 
id  the  force  of  his  commands, 
ning  the  dellrcs  that  flutter  on 
ae  which  is  forbidden  to  utter 
the  difcontcnt  which  preys  on 
:  in  which  fear  confines  it:  he 
ifc  himfelf  with  new  contilv- 

dettflion,  multiplications  of 
9n,  and  varieties  of  puninnuent ; 
I  with  exultation  when  he  con- 
w  little  of  the  homage  that  he 
he  owes  to  choice. 
Trinces  cf  this  charaAer  have 
•wn,  the  hi  doty  of  all  abfolute 
9  will  inform  us;  and  fince,  as 
obfcrvcs,  '  n'  o'lMnofAix^  fAoya^xf* 
;oveniment  of  a  family  is  na- 
monarchical,'  it  is  like  other 
ies  too  often  arbitrarily  admi- 

Thc  rc^  and  pai-ental  ty- 
f  only  in  the  extent  of  their  iXo- 
and  the  number  of  their  flave^. 
I  paflions  daufe  the  fame  mi fc- 
tpt  that  feldom  any  pdncfe, 
Idpotick,  has  fo  far  Ihaken  off 
Fthe  publick  eye,  as  to  venture 
e  freaks  of  injiiftice,  which  are 
%  indulged  uoder  the  /ecrccy 
fir  dvnlUag*    CapridoU9  in-* 
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jun6^ion8,  partial  decifions,  Unequal  al- 
lotments, diih'ibutions  of  reward  not  by 
merit  but  by  fancy,  and  punifhmcnts  re- 
gulated not  by  the  degree  of  the  offence^ 
but  by  the  humour  of  the  iudge^  arc  too 
frequent  where  no  power  is  known  but 
that  of  a  father. 

That  he  delights  in  the  mifery  of 
othei-8  no  man  will  confefs}  and  yet 
whit  other  motive  can  make  a  father 
cruel?  The  king  may  be  inftigated  by 
one  man  to  the  delmiftion  of  another  j 
he  may  fometimes  think  himfelf  endan- 
geicd  by  the  virtues  of  a  fubjeft;  he 
may  dread  the  fuccefsful  general  or  the 
popular  orator;  his  avarice  may  point  ' 
out  golden  confifcations;  and  his  fruilt 
may  whifper  that  he  can  only  be  fecurc 
by  cutting  off  ail  power  of  revenge. 

But  what  can  a  parent  hope  from  the 
oppreflion  of  thofe  who  were  born  to  his 
prote6lion,  of  thofe  who  can  difturb  him 
with  no  competition,  who  can  enrich 
him  with  no  i)>oils?  VVhy  cowards  are 
cruel  may  be  cafily  difcovered;  but  for 
what  reafon,  not  moiie  infamous  than 
cowardice,  can  that  man  delight  in  op- 
prefllon  who  has  nothing  to  fear? 

The  unjultifiable  fevcrity  of  a  parent 
is  loaded  with  this  aggravation,  that 
thofe  whom  he  injures  are  always  in  his 
fight.  The  injuftice  of  a  prince  is  of-* 
ten  exercifed  upon  thofe  of  whom  he  ne- 
ver had  any  perfonal  or  particular  know- 
ledge ;  and  the  fentencc  which  he  pro- 
nounces, whether  of  baififlunent,  impri- 
fonmtnt,  or  death,  removes  from  his 
view  the  man  whom  he  condemns.  But 
the  dome  (tick  opprcfi^or  dooms  hhnfelf 
to  gaze  ujwn  ihok  faces  which  he  clouds 
with  terror  and  with  f  oitow  ;  and  beholds 
every  moment  the  eftc6\s  of  his  own  bar- 
barities. He  that  cart  bear  to  give  con- 
tinual pain  to  thofe  who  furround  hun, 
and  can  walk  with  fatisfaflion  in  the 
gloom  of  his  own  prefencej  he  that  can 
lc«  l\ibmifllve  mifeiy  without  relenting, 
and  meet  without  emotion  the  eye  that 
implores  mercy,  or  demands  jif  (lice,  will 
fcarcelv  be  amended  by  remonftrancc  or 
admonition;  he  ha?  found  means  of  flop- 
ping the  avenues  of  tender ncfs,  and  arm- 
mg  his  heart  againd  the  force  of  rea- 
fon. 

Even  though  no  ConHderation  (houli 
be  paid  to  the  great  law  of  fecial  beings, 
by  which  every  individual  is  command- 
ed to  confutt  the  hap^inefe  oCo\.Vvri^, 
yet  the  haHh  parctvi  \%  \m^%  x^i  \ic  Nfvrw^x* 
caicd  ihan  anv  olVeif  cVwxCvoA,  \iftc^vj^^% 
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he  Icfs  provides  for  the  happinefs  of  him- 
fclf.  Every  man,  however  little  he 
loves  others,  would  wiliingly  be  loved; 
every  man  hopes  to  live  long,  and  there- 
fore hopes  for  that  time  at  v/hich  he  fhall 
fink  back  to  imbecility,  and  miift  de- 
pend for  eafe  and  cheerfulncfs  wyton  the 
oificioufnefs  of  others.  But  how  has 
he  obviated  the  inconveniences  of  old 
age,  who  alienates  from  him  the  aflift- 
ance  of  his  children,  and  whofc  bed  muft 
be  furjoundcd  in  his  Lift  hours,  in  the 
hours  of  languor  and  dejection,  of  im- 
patience and  of  pain,  by  llrangcrs  to 
whom  his  life  is  indiftercnt,  or  by  cne- 
li;ic&  to  whom  hib  death  is  deUrablc  ? 


.  Piety  will ,  indeed,  in  good  ntnd»  Ofer« 
come  provocation,  and  thole  who  hate 
been  haraflfed  by  brutality  will  fbfgetlbe 
injuries  which  they  have  fuffered,  (bfv 
as  to  perform  the  laft  duties  with  ila- 
crity  and  zeal.  But  furelv  no  resent- 
ment can  be  equally  painful  with  kind- 
nefs  thus  undefervcd,  nor  can  fercrer 
punifhment  be  imprecated  upon  a  man 
not  wholly  loft  in  meannefs  and  ftupi- 
dit>-,  than,  through  the  tedioufbefs  of 
decrepitude,  to  be  reproached  by  the 
kindnefs  of  his  own  children,  to  receive 
not  the  tribute  but  the  alms  of  atttnd- 
ance,  and  to  owe  every  relief  of  his  mi- 
feries,  not  to  gratitude  but  to  mercy. 


N«>  CXLIX.     TUESDAY,    AUGUST  20,    1751. 

Q^UOD   NON   SIT   PVLATES  HOC  TEMPORE,    NON   SIT   ORZSTE8 

MIRARIS?    rVLADES,   MAKCE,    BIBCBAT   IDEM. 
^•EC   MELIOR   ?ANIS,    TUKDUSVE    HABATUR   ORtSTi: 

SEP   TAR,    ATQ.UE    EAPEM    COENA    DUOBV'S   ERAT. 
TE  CAPM^A  TYROS,   ME   PINGUIS   CALIIA  VESTIT: 

VIS    TE    rURPUREUM,  MARCE,   SAGATVS   AMZM? 
UT    PRASTEM    PYLADEN,  ALKALIS   MIHI  PRASTET   ORKSTKM: 

HOC   Ni)N   SIT  verbis:    MARCE,    UT   AMERIS,  AMA. 

*      YOU    WONDER    NOW   THAT   NO  MAN    SEES 

SUCH   ERiENPS  AS   THOEF.  VV   ANCIENT  GREECE* 

HERE    LAY    THE    POINT ORESTES"   MEAT 

WAS  JUST   THE   SAME   HIS   FRIEND   DID  EATJ 
MOR    CAN    IT    YtT   BE    KOfND,    HIS   WINE 
WAS    BETTER,    FYLADES,    THAN    THIN£« 
IN    HOME-SPUN    RUSSET    I    AM   DRKST, 
YOUR    CLOTH   IS   ALWAYS   OE    THE    BESTJ 
BUT,    HONEST    MARCUS,    IF    YOU    PLEASE 
T'-)  CHUSE   ME   FOR    YOUR    )M  LADES, 
RT.MCMBER,  WORDS    ALoNE    ARE   VAIN; 
LOVi.  IF    YOU    WOU'd  BE   LOv'd   AGAIN. 

F.  Lewis. 


TO  THE  RAMBLER. 
SIR, 

NO  depravity  of  the  mind  has  been 
more  frequently  or  jurtly  cenl'urcd 
than  Ingratitude.  There  is  indeed  fuf- 
ficicnt  reafon  for  looking  on  tliole  that 
can  return  evil  for  good,  and  repay 
kindnefs  and  afTulance  with  hatrccl  or 
ncgleft,  as  coriuptcd  bj)'ond  tlie  com- 
mon degrees  of  wickcdncrs;  nor  will  he 
who  has  once  been  clearly  dete6ltd  in 
ails  of  injury  to  his  bcncfiuHor,  dcferve 
to  be  numbered  among  fjcinl  beings j 
ht  hu-  r  ndeavoured  to  dcltroy  confideiico, 
t()  intLrcupt  lympathy,  and  to  lurn  cveiy 
man's  atUniion  wholly  0:1  himfelf. 
Thure  is  alwjys  dimgcr  left  t\\e  V\r»- 
njii  abhorrence  of  a  cri.i\c  t\iouVd  y^vVv: 


the  paflions  with  too  much  violence 
againtl  the  man  to  whom  it  is  imputed.. 
In  propoition  as  guilt  is  more  epurmous, 
it  ougnt  to  be  afcertained  by  Arcnger 
evidence.  The  charge  agaiult  ingrati- 
tude is  very  general ;  aliiioll  every  maa 
can  tell  what  favours  he  has  conferral 
upon  infenfibility,  and  how  much  hap- 
pinefs he  has  beiiowed  without  return; 
but  perhaps,  if  thcfes.  patrons  and  pio- 
tc6lur$  were  confronted  with  any  whom 
they  boaft  of  having  bcfticndedi  it  would 
often  appe-Jtr  that  they  confulted  ofily. 
their  plealure  or  vanity,  and  rcptid 
thL-mfclves  their  |H:tty  doiuuives  bygia- 
lifications  of  i;il61cnce  and  'uad\uffa» 
of  contempt. 

\\  \\^  V^^^TAd  that  touch  of  mj  tm^ 
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have  received  many  fa- 
>inion  of  thofe  at  whofe 
.'  been  maintained;  yet  I 
ly  heart  any  burning  gra- 
tuous  afTc^ion;  and,  as 
'lllingly  fuppofe  mylclf 
of  virtuous  paiTions  than 
cind,  I  (hall  lay  the  hif- 
'e  before  you,  that  you 
Lidgment  of  my  condu6^, 
or  confirm   my  prefcnt 

as  the  fecond  fon  of  a 
id  wealthy  family.     He 

•  of  equal  birth,  whofe 
to  his  own,  might  have 

ofterity  in  honour;  hut 
ambitious,  he  prevailed 
to  procure  him  a  port, 
1  an  opportunity  of  dif- 
;ancc  and  politencfs.  My 
jally  plcafed  with  fplcn- 
lly  carclcfs  of  cxpence; 
ificd  their  profufion  to 
endeavouring  to  believe 
:he  extcnfion  of  their  ac- 
d  improvement  of  their 
vhcncver  any  place  he- 
cy  txpci^ed  to  be  repaid, 
f  thcfc  hopes  my  father 
way  by  an  a[K)plexy ;  and 
o  liad  no  plealurc  but  in 
?,  afll-mblics,  and  com- 
ng  that  (he  could  live  no 
accuftomed  rank,  funic 
and  in  two  years  wore 
li  envy  and  dilcontent. 
with  a  filter,  one  year 
myfclf,  to  the  elder  bro- 
ther. We  were  not  yet 
rving  how  ni\ich  foitun  j 
:^ion,  but  flattered  our- 
"oad  with  the  teiulcrnei's 
th  which  we  should  be 

•  uncle.  Our  reception 
E^id  than  malignant;  wc 
d  to  our  young  coufins, 
:  month  more  fi"cquently 
pbraided;  but  in  a  fhort 
our  prattle  reprcfTcd,  our 
,  our  endearments  unre- 
r  requelh  referred  to  the 

f  decency  were  now  vio- 
y  day  producc^l  new  in- 
jrc  foon  brought  to  the 
:ding  from  our  imagined 
)ur  coufins,  to  whom  we 
ihle  companions  without 
\epcc,  expected  onlj  to 


echo  their  opinions,  facilitate  their  de- 
fires,  and  accompany  their  rambles.  It 
was  unfortunate  that  our  early  intro- 
duction into  polite  company,  and  habi- 
tual knowledge  of  the  arts  of  civility, 
had  given  us  fuch  an  appearance  of  fu- 
periority  to  the  awkward  bafhfulnefs  of 
our  relations,  as  naturally  drew  rcfpeft 
and  preference  from  every  ftrangcr;  and 
mv  aunt  was  forced  to  aflert  the  dignity 
of  her  own  children  while  they  were 
fculking  in  comers  for  fear  of  notice, 
and  hanging  down  their  heads  in  filent 
confufion,  by  relating  the  indifcrction 
of  our  father,  difplaying  her  own  kind- 
nefs,  lamenting  the  mifer\'  of  birth  with- 
out eftate,  and  declaring  her  anxiety  for 
our  future  provifion,  and  the  expedients 
which  (he  had  formed  to  fecure  us  from 
thofe  follies  or  crimes,  to  which  the  con- 
junction of  pride  and  want  often  gives 
occafion.  In  a  fhort  time  care  was 
taken  to  prevent  fuch  vexatious  mif- 
takes;  we  were  told,  that  fine  clothes 
would  only  fill  our  heads  with  falfe  ex- 
pectations, and  our  drefs  was  therefore 
accommodated  to  our  fortune. 

Childhood  is  not  eafily  dejeCted  or 
mortified.  We  felt  no  lafting  pain 
from  infolence  or  negleft;  but  finding 
that  we  were  favpured  and  commended 
by  all  whofe  intereft  did  not  prompt 
them  to  difcountenanceus,prefer\'cd  our 
vivacity  and  fpirit  to  years  of  greater 
fcnfibility .  It  then  became  irkibme  and 
difgufting  to  live  without  any  principle 
of  aCtion  but  the  will  of  another,  and 
wc  often  met  privately  in  the  garden  to 
lament  our  condition,  and  to  cafe  our 
hearts  with  mutual  nan-atives  of  caprice, 
pccviflmefs,  and  affront. 

There  arc  innumerable  modes  of  in- 
fuit  and  tokens  of  contempt,  for  which 
it  is  not  eafy  to  find  a  name,  which  va- 
nifli  to  nothing  in  an  attempt  to  defcribe 
them,  and  yet  may,  by  continual  repeti- 
tion, make  day  pals  after  day  in  foiTOw 
and  in  terror.  Phrafcs  of  rui-fory  com- 
pliment and  cflablifhed  faiutaiion  may, 
by  a  different  modulation  of  the  voice, 
or  call  of  the  countenance,  convey  con- 
trary meanings,  and  be  changed  from  . 
indications  of  rcfped  to  exprefiions  of 
fcorn.  The  dependent  who  cultivates 
delicacy  in  himlelf  very  little  confults 
his  own  tranquillity.  My  unha|>py  vi- 
gilance is  every  moment  difcovering 
fbme  petulance  of  accent,  or  an*ogance 
of  mien,  forac  vchtmctvtc  qC  vcAsxto^^- 
lion,  or  QUvtVLwrf^  o^  iv:^Vj » ^Coax.  \^^^^ 
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my  poTCTty  to  my  mind,  ami  which  I 
feel  more  acutely  as  I  know  not  how  to 
I'cfent  it. 

You  arc  not  however  to  imagine,  that 
I  think  myfclf  diicharged  from  tht  du- 
ties of  gratitude,  only  bcca'il'c  my  rela- 
tions do  not  adjull  their  looks,  or  tunc 
their  voices,  to  my  exjx:clation.  The 
infolence  of  benefaction  terminates  not 
in  negative  rudenefs  or  obliquities  of  in- 
iiilt.  1  am  often  told  in  exprcfs  teims 
•f  the  mifcries  from  whicii  charity  lias 
fnatrhed  me,  while  multitudes  arc  fuf- 
fered  by  relations  coually  near  to  de- 
volve upon  die  paiim;  and  have  more 
than  once  heard  it  numbered  among 
other  favours,  that  I  am  admitted  to 
the  fame  table  with  my  coulins. 

That  I  fit  at  the  lirll  tabic  I  muft 
acknowledge,  but  I  fit  there  only  that  I 
may  feel  the  ftings  of  inferiority.  My 
enquiries  arc  ncgle6led,  my  opinion  is 
overborne,  my  alTertions  arc  cfMitiovert- 
ed;  and  as  infolciice  always  propagates 
itfelf,  the  fer\'ants  overlook  mc,  in  imi- 
tation of  their  mafter;  if  I  call  modeftly, 
I  am  not  heard;  if  loudly,  my  ufurpa- 
tion  of  authority  is  checked  by  a  general 
frown.  I  am  often  obliged  to  look  un- 
invited upon  delicacies,  and  fomctimcs 
•Icfircd  to  rife  upon  very  flight  pretences. 

The  incivilities  to  which  I  am  ex- 
pofed  would  give  me  lefs  pain,  were 
they  not  aggravated  by  the  tears  of  my 
fiftcr,  whom  the  young  ladies  arc  ho\irly 
tormenting  witli  every  art  of  feminine 


perfecution.  As  it  Is  laid  of  the  lu- 
preme  magllh-atc  of  Venice,  that  he  is  s 
prince  in  one  place  and  a  n.ive  jn  ano- 
ther; my  firter  is  a  fervant  to  htT  couiim 
in  their  apr.rtmeius,  and  a  companioa 
<mly  at  the  tabic.  Her  wit  and  l"»ea'jty 
draw  fo  much  rci^ani  away  fjom  ilj:ir., 
that  they  never  fufiVr  her  to  appc?.r  with 
them  in  any  }>lace  v.*hcj'e  they  Iblicit 
notice,  orexjx.ct  admiration;  and  wIkb 
thcv  are  viiiiKl  by  neighbouring  lariies, 
and  pals  tlvjir  hours  in  domeflick  amuli^- 
ments,  (lie  i^;  Ibmctimes  called  to  liil  a 
vacancy,  infuhed  with  contemptuous 
frcciionis,  anc'.  difmillcd  to  her  nccille 
when  her  place  is  fuppiicd.  The  heir 
has  of  late',  by  th^  inftigatlon  of  h's 
fillers,  begun  to  hnrafs  hor  with  clcwnifli 
jocularity;  he  feems  inclined  to  make  his 
firll  iTide  eifays  of  waggery  upon  hffj 
and  by  the  connivance,  if  not  encon- 
ragement  of  his  father,  treats  her  with 
fuch  licentious  brutality,  as  I  cannot 
bear,  though  I  cannot  punifh  it. 

I  l)eg  to  be  inft.imed,  Mr.  Ramblefy 
how  nmch  we  can  be  fuppofcd  to  owe 
to  beneficence,  exerted  on  teiins  like 
thefc?  to  beneficence  whli-h  ]X)llutes  it's 
gifts  with  conUnucly,  and  niay  be  truly 
faid  to  pander  to  pride?  I  would  willing- 
ly be  told,  whether  infolence  docs  not 
reward  it's  own  liberalities,  and  whether 
he  that  exafls  fervility  can  with  juftice 
at  tlie  fame  time  expert  aftlftion? 
I  am.  Sir,  ^^c. 

Hyperdulus, 


N^  CL.     SATURDAY,    AUGUST  2+,   1751, 


O   MtNEHA  KONDUM 
INTELLECTA   PEUm! 


^  THtiU  CHIXFEfiT 

bestow'd  by  heav'n,  but  sel 

As  dnily  experience  makes  it  evident 
that  misfortunes  are  unavoidably 
incident  ro  human  life,  that  calamity  will 
niither  be  icntllul  by  foititudc,  nor 
clcajicd  by  fiiglit;  ueithLr  awed  by  great- 
m-lV,  nor  cludLd  by  obfcnrity;  philoljj- 
phcrs  have  endeavoured  to  reconcile  us 
to  iliat  condition  which  they  cannot 
teach  us  to  mend;  by  perluading  us  that 
molt  of  our  evils  are  n^ade  afiH£\ivc  only 
bv  Ignorar  ce  or  pcrverJencfs,  and  that 
niitwv  has  annexed  to  every  viciffitude 
t^t  tAfcii-aJ  circumihnc«  lomit^ywv-. 


LUCAN. 

good! 

dom  undeastooo. 

Rowt. 

tage  fufHcient  to  overbalance  all  it%  in* 
conveniencies. 

This  attempt  may  perhaps  be  juftly 
fufpe^ed  of  rcfemblance  to  the  praAicc 
of  phylicians,  who,  when  they  cannot 
mitigate  pain,  deftroy  feniibilityt  vod 
endeavour  to  conceal  by  opiates  the  inef* 
ficacy  of  their  other  medicines.  The 
panegyrills  of  calamity  have  more  fire- 
auently  gained  applaufe  to  their  wi^ 
than  acquiefcence  to  their  arguroents| 
nor  has  it  appeared  that  die  moft  mufi- 
cii  Qr«^Av^  Q«  lviSD^k.  uriiKination  las 
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long  to  overpower  the  angulfh 
ion,  the  tediuiifnefs  of  laaguor, 
.gings  of  want. 
may  be  genci-ally  remarked, 
t  much  has  been  attempted, 
T  has  been  performed  j  though 
reriesor  acquifitionsof  man  are 
yr«  adet]uate  to  the  expeftations 
Idc,  they  arc  at  lealt  fufficicnt 
X  his  indulhy.  The  antidotes 
ich  philofophy  has  medicated 
f  lilc,  though  they  cannot  give 
ty  and  fwectncfs,  have  at  Jcaft 
:'«  bitternefs,  and  contempcred 
;nity9  the  balm  which  fhe  drops 
:  wounds  of  the  mind  abates 
I,  though  it  cannot  heal  them, 
ffering  willingly  what  wc  can- 
d,  we  fecurc  ourfclves  from 
immoderate  difquict;  we  pre- 
bctter  purpofcs  that  ftrength 
ould  be  unprofitably  waftea  in 
rts  of  defperation,  and  main* 
circumfpfction  which  may  en- 

0  Ibizc  every  fupport,  and  im- 
cry  alleviation.  This  calmnefs 
iiorc  eaiily  obtained,  as  the  at- 
s  more  powerfully  withdrawn 
c  contemplation  of  unmingled 

1  evil,  and  diverted  to  thofe  ac- 
bencfits  which  prudence  may 
n  every  (late. 

a  has  attempted  not  only  to 

i  in  misfortune,  but  almoft  to 

to  it,  by  reprefenting  it  as  ne- 

0  the  pleafures  of  the  mind. 
It  never  was  acquainted  with  ad- 
/  fays  he,  *  has  leen  the  world 

1  one  fide,  and  is  ienorant  of 
le  fccncs  of  nature.'  He  invites 
il  to  calamity,  as  the  Syrens  al- 
,c  paflcnger  to  their  coafts,  by 
g  that  he  /hall  return  trxitna 
.th  increafe  of  knowledge,  with 

views,  and  multiplied  ideas, 
fity  is,  in  great  and  eenerous 
he  fird  paiTion  and  the  laflj  and 
always  predominate^  in  propor- 
ic  ftrength  of  the  contemplative 
He  who  eafily  comprehends 

is  before  him,  and  foon  ex- 
ny  fmgle  fubjcft,  is  always 
r  new  enquiries;  and  in  propor- 
die  intelleflual  eye  takes  m  a 
ofpeA,  it  muft  be  gratified  with 
>y  more  rapid  flights,  and  bolder 
as;  nor  peihaps  can  there  be 
I  to  thofe  who  have  been  accuf* 
>  the  pleafures  of  thought,  a 
wafvA  indtemem  to  an/  under*' 
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taking,  than  the  hope  of  filling  dietr 
fancy  with  new  images,  of  cleai'ing  their 
doubts,  and  enlightening  their  reafon. 

When  Jalbn,  in  Valerius  Fiaccus» 
would  incline  the  young  Prince  Acaftut 
to  accompany  him  in  the  firil  elfav  of 
navigation,  he  difperfcs  his  apprehen- 
fions  of  danger  by  reprefentations  of 
the  new  trails  of  eajth  and  heaven  which 
the  expedition  would  fpread  before  their 
eyesj  and  tells  him  with  wha:  grief  he 
will  hear,  at  their  return,  of  the  coun- 
tries which  they  fliall  have  feen,and  the 
toils  which  they  have  furmounted. 

0  quantum  terr^,  quantum  cagn^itre  <§ttif 
Pirmiffum  ejil  pclagut  quanta  apo'tmus  m 

ujusi 
Nuncforfan  grave  reris  efut:fiJl^a  recurret 
Cum  rjtist  it  caramcumjam  mibi  reddet  lokon\ 
S^uisfuJor  bnt  no  fires  tihi  tunc  audire  labores! 
Sluam  refcramvljas  tua  ftr  Jufftria gemtai 

Led  by  our  ftars,  what  trads  immenie  w% 

trace! 
From  Teas  remote,wh at  funds oFfcienceratfe! 
A  paiQ  to  thought!  but  when  th*  heroick  band 
Returns  applauded  to  their  native  land, 
A  life  donneftick  ;0u  will  then  deplore. 
And  ijgh,  while  I  defcribc  the  various  ihoie* 
£ow.  Cavz« 

Acafhis  was  foon  prevailed  upon  hj 
his  curiofity  to  fet  rocks  and  hardfhips 
at  defiance,  and  conunit  his  life  to  too 
winds;  and  the  fame  motives  have  in  aH 
ages  had  the  fameeffe^l  upon  thofe  wham 
the  defire  of  fame  or  wifdom  has  dif- 
tinguifhed  from  the  lower  orda'S  of  man- 
kind. 

If  therefore  it  can  be  proved  that  dif- 
ti"ef$  is  neceflary  to  the  attainment  of 
knowledge,  and  that  a  happy  fituation 
hides  from  us  fo  large  apart  of  the  field 
of  meditation,  the  envy  of  many  who  re« 
pine  at  the  fight  of  affluence  and  fplen- 
dor  will  be  much  diminifliedj  for  fuch 
is  the  delight  of  mental  fuperiority,  timt 
none  on  vimom  natwe  or  (hidy  have  con* 
feried  it,  would  purchafe  ttie  gifts  of 
fortune  by  it's  lofs. 

It  is  certain,  that  however  the  rhe« 
torick  of  Seneca  may  have  dreflfed  ad- 
verfity  with  eztrinfick  ornaments,  he  hat 
julUy  reprefented'it  at  affording  fome 
opportunities  of  oblervation,  which  can« 
not  be  found  in  continual  fuccefsj  he 
has  truly  aflerted,  that  toelcape  misfor* 
tune  is  to  want  inftru^tion,  and  that  to 
live  at  eaie  is  to  live  in  ignorance. 

A«  no  nan  ua  tn^^o^^iB^vGiR^'irs^ 
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wit  thinking  that  he  enjoys  it»  the  ex- 
perience of  calamity  is  necefTary  to  a 
juft  Icnfe  of  better  fortune;  for  the  good 
of  our  prefcnt  ftate  is  merely  compaia- 
'  five,  and  the  evil  which  every  man  feels 
will  be  fufficlent  to  diftiiib  and  harHfs 
him,  if  he  does  not  know  how  much  he 
cfcapes.  The  luftre  of  diamonds  is  in- 
vigorated by  the  intcrpofition  of  darker 
bodies;  the  lights  of  a  picture  are  creat- 
ed by  the  (hades.  The  highcft  plcafure 
^hich  nature  has  indulged  to  lenfitive 
perception,  is  thatof  rdt  after  fatigue; 
yet  that  ftate  which  labour  heightens 
into  delight  is  of  itfelf  only  eafe,  and 
IS  incap^le  of  fatisfying  the  rnrnd  with- 
€nit  the  fuperaddition  of  diver Hficd 
amufemcnts. 

Profperity,  as  is  truly  afT-rttd  by 
Seneca,  very  much  oblhu^ls  the  know- 
ledge of  oui  felvcs.  No  man  car.  form 
a  juft  eftimate  of  his  own  powcis  by 
iina^ive  i\>eculation.  That  forti(urle 
which  has  encountcrcil  no  'Innr^rrs,  ih;>t 
pnidcncc  which  has  lunriouriicd  no  dif- 
ficulties, th:\t  mtegrtty  which  has  bcc-n 
attacked  by  no  tcmptaiions,  can  at  bt-ft 
be  confideifd  but  as  gold  nor  yet  brought 
to  the  tcft,  of  which  il;creforc  the  true 
value  cannot  be  afligned.      *  He  that 

*  traverfcsihc  liiiswithout  anadvcrlary, 

*  may  receive/   fays   the  philofopher, 

*  the  rewaiiLl  of  vidory,  but  he  has  no 

*  pretenfions  to  the  honour/  If  it  be 
tile  higheft  happintfs  of  man  to  con- 
template himfclf  with  fatisfa^iion,  and 
to  receive  the  gratulations  of  his  own 
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confcience,  he  whole  courage  has  made 
way  ami<lft  the  tui-bulcnce  of  oppolitioa, 
and  whofe  vigour  has  broken  through 
the  fnarcs  of  dil^refs,  has  many  adrao- 
tages  over  '.l^v^ic  that  have  flcpt  in  tk 
fhadir,  of  indolence,  and  whofe  retro- 
fpe£l  of  time  can  entertain  thera  witk 
nothing  but  day  rifmg  upon  day,  and 
year  gliding  after  year. 

Equally  neccflaiy  is  feme  variety  of 
fortune  to  a  nearer  infpeflion  of  die 
manners,  principles,  and  afte£tions  of 
mankind.  Princes,  when  they  wooljl  |^ 
know  the  opinions  or  grievances  of  thrir 
fubjct^s,  find  it  necefTary  to  fteal  nnj 
fvom  guards  rind  attendants,  and  niingtt 
on  e(]ual  terms  among  the  people.  To 
him  who  is  known  to  have  the  powerof 
doing  good  or  harm,  nothing  is  fhowB 
in  it  s  natural  form.  The  beliaviourof 
all  that  approach  him  is  i"cgulaled  hf 
his  humour,  their  narratives  are  Adapt- 
ed to  his  inclination,  and  their  reafiott* 
ings  detemiincd  by  his  opinions;  what- 
ever can  alarm  fulp-cion,  or  excite  it- 
fcntment,  is  carefully  fupprefled,  and 
nothing  appears  but  uniformity  of  ftnti- 
ments  and  ardour  of  affcftion.  It  may 
be  obfervcd  that  the  unvaiicd  compbi- 
fancc  which  ladies  have  the  right  of  ex- 
ac^inr:,  keeps  iherrf  generally  unftilkd 
in  human  nature;  pnrfperity  will  always 
cnioy  ilic  female  prerogatives,  andtheit- 
fore'murt  be  always  in  danger  of  femak 
ignorance.  Truth  is  karccly  to  be 
heard,  but  by  thofc  from  whom  it  cat 
ferve  no  intercft  to  conceal  it. 


N"  CLI.    TUESDAY,   AUGUST  27,    175J. 

a  ytt^iQfd.TiTct  x^t/tutrrai 

ToT'TG  0'  a  (XriKxrW  El/JliV 

BUT  WRAPT  IN  XJIROR  IS  TH»    HVMAN  MISP, 

AND  HUMAN   BMSS    IS    rVER   I  NT.  ECU  RE: 
K^ov•  v:jl    what  fortunf  yf  T  RXMAINS  BFHirrP? 

KNOW  wr    UOW  L9NC  THS   rRCdftKT  SHALL   XNDVtK? 


THE  writers  of  medicine  and  phyfi- 
olog)'  have  tractd,  with  great  ap- 
})earan€eof  accuracy,  ihccffedU  oftinoe 
4ipon  the  h;iman  body,  hr  marking  the 
various  periods  of  the  contiiiiition,  and 
^  fpvcrad  ^gts  by  vrhxch  aAim^si.  V\{t 


Wk*t, 

makes  it's  progrefs  from  infancy  to  At 
crcpitude.  Tnouch  their  oblcrvatiOBi 
have  not  enabled  uiem  to  difcovcrhW 
manhood  may  be  accelented*  ut  oM  igi 
Rrtarded,  yetfurely,  if  tbey  be  oonfidBf* 
td  Qtvlv^  the  anroieioeutt  of  cuQofiiff 
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of  equal  importance  with  con- 
on  things  mare  remote,  with 
ec  of  the  fixed  ftars,  and  calcu- 
f  the  bulk,  of  planets. 
i  been  a  talk  worthy  of  the 
Kilofophers  to  have  confidered 
al  care  the  clima6lericks  of  the 
>  have  pointed  out  the  time  at 
cry  paifion  bes^ins  and  ceaies  to 
jate,  and  noted  the  regrular  vari- 
de(ire,  and  the-fucceilion  o£  one 
to  another. 

•eriods  of  mental  change  arc  not 
ted  with  equal  certainty :  our 
row  up  under  the  care  of  na- 
d  depend  fo  little  on  our  own 
nent,  that  fomething  more  ihuj^i 
ce  is  ncccflfary  to  difcompofe 
ifture,  or  impede  their  vigour, 
minds  are  committed  in  a  j^^reat 
firft  to  the  direftion  of  o^crs, 
•wards  of  ourlelvcs.  It  would 
jlt  to  protract  the  weaicnefs  of 
acyond  the  ufual  time,  but  the 
ly  be  very  eafdy  hindered  from 
I  of  improvement,  and  the  bulk 
gth  of  manhoocl  mutt,  without 
:anceof  education  and  inltnic- 
informed  only  with  die  undsr- 
of  a  child. 

midft  all  the  difordcr  and  In- 
which  variety  of  dilcipline,  ex- 
ronverfation,  and  employment, 
in  the  intellectual  advances  of 
men,  there  is  llill  difcovercd  by 
t  fpe6iator,  fuch  a  general  and 
imilitudc,  as  may  be  cxpe<iled 
ne  common  nature  affc6led  by 
circumftances  indefinitely  va- 
Vc  all  enter  the  world  in  equal 
c,  gaze  round  about  us  on  the 
efts,  and  have  our  fii  it  pains 
iircs,  our  firft  hopes  and  ttai-s, 
avcrfions  and  delires,  from  the 
lies;  and  though,  as  we  pro- 
lier,  life  opens  wider  profpefts 
rlcw,  and  accidental  impulfcs 
e  us  to  different  pathsj  yet  as 
nd,  however  vigorous  or  ab- 
is  necefTitated,  in  it's  prtfent 
jnion,  to  receive  it's  informa- 
id  execute  it*s  purpoles,  by  the 
ion  of  the  body,  the  uniformity 
orporeal  nature  communicates 
>ur  intcllcftual  operations;  and 
loTe  abilities  or  knowledge  in- 
m  mod  to  deviate  from  the 
oundof  lifib,  are  recalled  from 
itv  by  the  hws  of  their  txill- 


If  we  confider  the  exefcifes  of  the 
mind,  it  will  be  found  that  in  each  |>ait 
of  life  fome  particular  faculty  is  morr 
eminently  employed.  When  die  trca- 
fures  of  knowledge  are  Erd  opened  be- 
fore us;  while  novelty  blooms  alike  on 
eithgr  hand,  and  every  thing  equally 
unknov/n  and  unexamined  feems  w 
equal  value,  the  power  of  the  foul  is 
principally  exerted  in  a  vivacious  and 
defultory  curiofity.  She  applies  by 
turns  to  every  objeft,  enjoys  it  for  a 
fhort  time,  and  flies  with  equal  ardour 
to  another.  She  delights  to  catch  up 
loofe  and  unconne6led  ideas,  but  ftartt 
away  from  fyftems  and  complications 
which  would  obftruft  the  rapidity  of 
her  tranfitions,  and  detain  her  long  ia 
the  fame  purfuit. 

When  a  number  of  diftinfl  ims^cs 
are  coUefted  by  thefe  erratick  and  hafty 
lurvTys,  the  fancy  is  bufied  in  arrang- 
ing them;  and  combines  them  into  plesd*- 
ing  piftiuies  with  more  refemblance  to 
the  realities  of  life  as  experience  ad- 
vances, and  new  obfervations  rcftify 
the  former.  While  the  judgment  k 
yet  uninformed,  and  unable  to  compare 
the  draughts  of  fiftion  with  their  ori- 
ginals, we  arc  delighted  ^ith  impro- 
bable advenfures,  imprafticable  viitues, 
and  inimitable  chai-a^ers:  but  in  pro- 
portion as  we  have  more  opportumties 
of  acquainting  ourfelves  with  living  na- 
ture, we  are  fooner  di%ufl:ed  with  co- 
pies in  which  there  appears  no  refem- 
blance. We  fii-fl  difcard  abfurdity  and 
impoflibility,  than  exaft  greater  and 
greater  degrees  of  probability,  butatlaft 
become  cold  and  infenfibie  to  the  charms 
of  falfehood,  however  fpecious,  and  from 
the  imitations  of  truth,  which  are  never 
perfect,  transfer  our  affeCHon  to  truth 
itfelf. 

Now  commences  the  reig^  of  judg- 
ment or  reafon;  we  begin  to  find  little 
plcafure  but  in  comparing  arguments, 
tiatinsi:  propofitions,  difentangling  per- 
plexities, clearing  ambiguities,  anid  de- 
ducing confequences.  The  painted 
vales  of  imagmation  arc  deiert^t  and 
our  intellcftual  activity  is  exercifcd  in 
winding  through  the  labyrintlis  of  fal- 
lacy, and  toiling  with  firm  and  cautious 
fteps  up  the  ^narrow  tracks  of  demon- 
(tration^  Whatever  may  liJl  vigilance, 
or  midead  attention,  is  contcmptuoufly 
rejected,  and  every  dvC^vfe  *vcv.N«iW2ct 
en  or  mav  V>e  concwXedi  \%  c^xtW\>j  ^- 
fcrvcd,  ti\\  V>Y  <\t^tt\  ^  ^«\iv».  Xi>^TcJotx 
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.  of  incontcflaWe  or  undifpe^led  projx)- 
litions  are  elbbliihed,  and  at  laft  con- 
catenated into  ailments,  or  compacted 
intofyilcms. 

At  length  wearincft  fiiccecds  to  la- 
bour, and  the  mind  lies  at  eafe  in  the 
contemplation  of  her  own  attalnmects, 
without  any  dcfirc  of  new  conquers  or 
cxcurHons.  This  is  the  age  of  recol- 
le^ioo  and  narrativej  the  opinions  are 
lettled,  and  the  avenues  of  apprchcn- 
£on  fliut  aganill  any  new  intelligence; 
the  days  that  are  to  follow  mull  pafs  in 
the  inculcation  of  precepts  already  coU 
lefled,  and  aflertion  ot  tenets  already 
leceivedj  nothing  is  henceforward  lb 
odious  as  oppofition,  To  infolent  as 
doubt,  or  fo  dangerous  as  novelty. 

In  like  manner  the  paflions  ufurp  the 
leparate  command  of  the  fucceflive  pe- 
riods of  life.  To  the  happinefs  of  our 
firft  years  nothing  more  feems  neceflary 
than  freedom  from  reftraint;  every  man 
may  remember  that  if  he  was  left  to 
bim(elf,  and  indulored  in  the  difpofal 
of  his  own  time,  he  was  once  content 
without  the  fupcraddttion  of  any  aftual 
pleafurc.  The  new  world  is  itfelf  a 
banquet;  and  till  we  have  exhauftcd  the 
^eOinefs  of  life,  we  have  always  about 
lis  fuificient  gratifications:  the  fun- 
ftine  quickens  us  to  pby,  and  the  Ihadc 
invites  us  to  fleep. 

But  we  (bon  become  unfatisfied  with 
negative  felicity,  and  are  folicited  by  our 
lenfes  and  appetites  to  more  powerful 
delights,  as  tne  tafte  of  him  who  has 
iktisfied  his  hunger  rauft  be  excited  by 
artificial  ftimulations.  The  fniiplicity 
of  natural  amufement  is  now  palt,  and 
art  and  contrivance  mult  improve  our 
pleafures;  but  in  time,  art,  like  nature, 
18  exhauftedy  and  the  fenfes  can  no 
longer  fupply  the  cravings  of  the  intel- 

fca. 

The  attention  is'tlien  transfeired  from 
pleafurc  to  intereft,  m  which  pleafure  is 
perhaps  included,  though  dittufed  to  a 
wider  extent,  and  prouaAcd  through 
new  gradations.  Nothing  now  dances 
before  the  eyes  but  wealth  and  power. 
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nor  rings  in  the  ear  but  the  y 
fame;  wealth,  to  which,  howev< 
ouHy  denuminated*,  every  man 
time  or  other  afpires;  power,  w 
wifh  to  obtain  within  their  circh 
tion;  and  fame,  which  no  man 
e\'cr  high  or  mean,  however  wif 
norant,  was  yet  able  to  defpife. 
prudence  and  forefight  exert  thei 
ence:  no  hour  is  devoted  wholly 
prefent  enjoyment,  no  ail  or 
terminates  in  itfelf,  but  every  m 
ix'ferred  to  fome  diifcmtend;  the 
pli(hment  of  one  deHgn  begins  a 
and  the  ultimate  wi(h  is  always 
off  to  it's  former  diftance. 

At  length  fame  is  obferved  to 
certain,  and  power  to  be  dan 
the  man  whole  vigour  and  alacr 
gin  to  forfake  him,  b^  degrees  C( 
his  defigns,  remits  his  fonner  np 
city  of  purfuits,  and  extends  no 
his  regard  to  any  other  honour  t 
reputation  of  wealth,  or  any  oth« 
ence  than  his  power.  Avaiice  is  ge 
the  laft  pailion  of  thofe  lives  of 
the  firfl  part  has  been  fquand 
pleafure,  and  the  fecond  devoted 
bit  ion.  He  that  fmks  under  the 
of  getting  wealth,  lulls  his  ag 
the  milder  bufmefs  of  faving  it, 

I  have  in  tliis  view  of  life  cob 
men  as  actuated  only  by  natural 
and  yielding  to  their  own  inclir 
without  regard  to  fuperior  princi 
which  the  force  of  external  agcn 
be  counteracted,  and  the  tempora 
valence  of  paflions  rclhaincd. 
will  indeed  always  opei'ate,  hum 
fires  will  be  always  ranging;  bi 
motions,  though  very  powertul,  ; 
refiftlcfs;  nature  may  be  reguku 
defires  governed;  and  to  content 
the  predominance  of  fucceflive  p: 
to  be  endangered  firft  by  one  afi 
and  then  by  another,  is  the  conditi 
on  which  we  are  to  pafs  our  6a 
time  of  our  prq)aration  for  ths 
which  (hall  put  an  end  toexperixn 
difappointment,  and  to  chaii|re. 


It* 
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TRI«TIA  MJESTUM 
JLTUM  VERBA  DECENT,     IB^TUM  PLENA  MINAR¥M. 


Hot« 


ISASTROVS  WORDS  CAN  BEST  DISASTER   SHOW} 
i  ANGRY  PHRASE   THE  ANGRY  PASSIONS  GLOW. 


i  the  wifdom/  fays  Seneca, 
.icicnt  times,  to  conlider  what 
ifeful  as  moll  illudrious/  If 
t  applied  to  works  of  genius, 
ly  ipecies  of  compofition  de- 
•e  to  be  cultivated  than  the 

ftyle,  iince  none  is  of  more 
'  frequent  ufe,  through  the 
irdination  of  human  life. 
;t  happened  that,  among  the 
writers  which  our  nation  has 
K|UaI  perhaps  always  in  force 
:,  and  of  late  in  elegance  and 
to  thofe  of  any  other  countiy, 
ive  endeavoured  to  diflinguifli 

by  the  publication  of  letters, 
b  as  were  written  in  the  dif- 

publick  trufts,  and  during 
Won  of  great  affairs;  which, 
y  afford  piecedents  to  the  mi- 
1  memorials  to  the  hiftorian, 
lie  as  examples  of  the  familiar 
lodels  of  private  c6n*efpond» 

enquired  by  foreigners,  how 
ency  has  happened  in  the  li- 
*  a  country,  where  all  indulge 

with  fo  little  danger  in  fueak- 
mting,  may  we  not  without 
»fry  or  an-ogance  infoim  them, 
ft  be  imputed  to  our  contempt 

and  our  due  fcnfe  of  the  dig- 
e  publick?  We  do  not  think 
sle  to  fill  the  world  with  vo- 
1  which  nothing  can  be  learn - 
pcft  that  the  employments  of 
jrihc  amufements  of  the  gay, 
e  way  to  narratives  of  our 
fairs,  complaints  of  abfence, 
s  of  fondnefs,  or  declarations 

It  perufal  of  the  innumerable 
which  the  wits  of  France  have 
their  names,  will  j>rove  that 
ions  need  not  be  difcouraged 
ike  attempts  by  the  confciouf- 
tbility;  for  furely  it  is  not  very 
x>  aggravate  trifling  misfor- 
'  mn^fy  fmilis^r  jjicidentsy 
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repeat  adulatory  profefHons,  accumulate 
fcrvile  hyperboles,  and  produce  all  that 
can  be  found  in  the  defpicable  remains 
of  Voiture  and  Scarron. 

Yet  as  much  of  life  muft  be  paiTed 
in  affairs  confiderable  only  by  their  fre- 
quent occurrence,  and  much  of  the 
pleafure  which  our  condition  allows 
muft  be  produced  by  giving  elegance  to 
trifles,  it  is  neceffsuy  to  learn  how  to 
become  little  without  becoming  mean, 
to  maintain  the  neceffary  intercourfe  of 
civility,  and  fill  up  the  vacuities  6f  ac- 
tions by  agreeable  appearances.  It  had 
therefore  been  of  advantage,  if  fuch  of 
our  writers  as  have  excelled  in  the  art 
of  decorating  iniij^nifirance,  had  fuppli« 
ed  us  with  a  few  (allies  of  innocent  gai- 
ety, efSufions  of  honeft  tendemefs,  or  ex- 
clamations of  unimportant  hurry. 

Precept  has  generally  been  pofterio9 
to  performance.  The  art  of  compof- 
ing  works  of  ^nius  has  never  been 
taught  but  by  the  example  of  thofe  who 
performed  it  by  natural  vigour  of  ima- 
gination, and  reSlitiide  of  judgment. 
As  we  have  few  letters,  we  have  like- 
wife  few  criticifms  upon  the  epiftolarv 
ftyle.  The  obfervation  with  which 
Walfh  has  introduced  his  pages  of  ina- 
nity, are  fuch  as  give  him  little  claim  to 
the  rank  afligned  him  by  Dryden  among 
the  criticks.     *  Letters,*  fays  he,  *  are 

*  intended  as  refemblances  of  converfa- 

*  tion,  and  the  chief   excellencies   of 

*  convcrfation    are  good-humour  and 

*  good-breeding."  This  remark,  equal-  , 
ly  valuable  for  it's  novelty  and  piopri- 
ety,  he  dilates  and  enforces  with  an  ap- 
pearance of  complete  acquicfcence  in 
his  own  difcovery. 

No  man  was  ever  in  doubt  about  the 
moral  qualities  of  a  letter.  It  has  been 
always  known  that  he  who  endeavours 
to  pleafe  muft  appear  (^leafed,  and  ho 
who  would  not  provoke  rudenefs  muft 
not  pra6life  it.  But  the  queftion  amon^ 
thofe  wYvo  C&0\5\\ft\T>3\t%lQlt  -wv  ^Y^^^^^^i 

performaxvct  \%  Vcw  ^vtt>^  «s;  «^\^^^^^^ 
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may  be  properly  exprcffcd;  as  among 
tlie  criticlcs  in  hiftory  it  is  not  conteftcJ 
whether  truth  ought  to  bcprelcrvcd,  but 
by  what  mode  of  dliiilion  it  is  beil  a- 
domed. 

As  letters  arc  written  on  all  fubit;6l«, 
in  all  ftates  of  mind,  they  cannot  be 
properly  reduced  to  fettled  rules,  or  de- 
fcribed  by  anv  fmgle  character iltick;  and 
wc  may  fafdy  difcntangle  our  minds 
from  critical  embarraflfmcnts,  by  deter- 
mining that  a  letter  has  no  peculiarity 
butit*s  form,  and  that  nothing  is  to  be 
refufed  admifTion,  which  would  be  pro- 
per in  any  other  method  of  treating  the 
fame  fubjcft.  The  qualities  of  the  cpif- 
tolary  ftyle  molt  frequently  inquired  are 
eafe  and  fimulicity,  and  even  flcjw  of 
unlaboui'ed  di^lion,  and  an  artlcfs  ar- 
rangement of  obvious  fentimenl  s .  But 
thele  direftions  are  no  Iboner  npplied  to 
ufe,  than  their  fcantincfs  and  imper- 
fection become  evident.  Letters  arc 
written  to  the  great  and  to  the  mem,  to 
the  kaj-ned  and  rhc  ignorant,  at  reil 
and  in  dilbefs,  in  fport  and  in  pailion. 
Nothing  can  be  more  improper  than  cafe 
and  laxity  of  expreflion,  when  t\w,  iin- 
portance  of  the  fubjeft  imprelTcs  foli- 
citude,  or  the  dignity  of  the  perfon  ex- 
acts reverence. 

That  letters  fhouJd  be  written  with 
ftri£l  conformity  to  nature  is  trucjl^ccaufe 
nothing  but  conformitv  to  nature  can 
make  any  compo(ition  beautiful  or  juil. 
But  it  is  natural  to  depart  from  familiu- 
rityof  language  upon  occafions  not  faml- 
Jiar.Whatc\'Lr elevates  the  Icntimentswil I 
confeauently  raifethc  exprcHton}  what- 
ever fills  us  with  hope  or  tciror,  will 
pro*luce  fomc  ))erturnation  of  images, 
and  fome  figurative  diftoitions  of  phrafe. 
Wherever  we  are  iludious  to  plcafc,  wc 
are  afraid  of  trulling  our  firft  thouj,hts, 
and  endeavour  to  recommend  our  opi- 
nion by  ftudicd  ornaments,  accuracy  of 
method,  and  elegance  of  ftyle. 

If  the  perfonagcR  of  the  comick  fccne 
be  alloweti  by  Horace  to  raifc  their  Ian 
guagc  in  the  tranfports  of  anger  to  the 
turgid  vehemence  of  tragedy,  the  epif- 
•     tolar)'  writer  may  likewiie  without  cen- 
fure  comply  with  the  varieties  of  his 
matter.     It  great  events  are  to  he  relat- 
ed, he  may,  with  all  the  folemnity  of 
an   hiitorian,  deduce  them  from  their 
caufes,  conneft  them  with  their  conco- 
mitants, and  trac^them  to  their  confc- 
quences.    If  a  tlifputed  ^CiX\ot\  l«  xo 
bt  r/?abJi/hed,  or  a  remote  pTmc\i^\t  to 
ife  iiive/ligatedf  he  may  deiail  bi«  vt^i- 


fonings  with  all  the  nieety  of  fyUogif- 
tick  methfKi.  If  a  menace  is  to  be  a- 
verted,  or  a  t)enefit  implored,  he  may, 
without  any  violation  of  the  edicts  of 
criticlfm,  call  eveiy  power  of  rhttoriciL 
to  his  ailiftancc,  and  try  every  inlet  at 
which  love  or  pity  enters  the  heart. 

Letters  that  have  no  ot!ier  end  than 
the  entertainment  of  the  correfpondents 
are  more  properly  regulated  liy  critical 
precepts,  bccaufe  the  matter  and  ftj'le 
are  equally  arbitrary,  and  rules  are 
more  neceffary,  as  there  is  a  larnr 
power  of  choice.  In  letters  of  mis 
kind,  fome  conceive  ait  graceful,  and 
others  think  negligence  amiable;  fome 
model  them  by  the  fonnet,  and  will  al- 
low them  no  means  of  delighting  but 
the  foft  lapfe  of  calm  mcIliHuence;  othen 
adiuft  them  by  the  e]>igmn),  and  expect 
pointed  fentcnces  and  forcible  periods. 
The  one  party  confidei's  exemption  from 
faults  as  the  height  of  excellence,  the 
other  looks  upon  ncglc6t  of  excellence 
as  the  moft  diigulting  fault;  one  avoids 
ccnfure,  the  other  alpircs  to  praife;  one 
is  always  in  danger  of  infipidity,  the 
other  continually  on  the  brink  of  af- 
fectation. 

When  the  fubje£t  has  no  xntna£ck 
dignjt)',  it  muft  neceffarily  owe  it's  ai- 
ti'atblions  to  artificial  embelli(hmeoCs, 
and  may  catch  at  all  advantages  which 
the  art  of  writing  can  ftipply.  He  that, 
like  Pliny,  fends  his  friend  a  portion 
for  his  daughter,  will,  withotit  Pliny'* 
eloquence  or  addrefs,  fiind  means  of  ex- 
citing gratitude,  and  fecuring  accept- 
ance; but  he  that  has  no  prefent  it 
make  but  a  garland,  a  ribt>ont  or  feme 
petty  curiofity,  muft  endeavour  to  re- 
commend it  by  his  manner  of  giving  it. 

The  purpofe  for  which  letters  ue 
written  when  no  intelligence  is  comma- 
nicatcd,  or  bufmefs  tranfafted,  is  to 
prcfcrve  in  the  minds  of  the  abfent  ei- 
ther love  or  cfteem;  to  excite  love  «e 
mu  (t  impart  pleafure,  and  tr#  i-aife  etteem 
wc  muit  difcover  abilities.  Pleafure 
will  genci-ally  be  given,  as  abilities  IR 
difplayed  by  fcenes  of  imagery,  pointi 
of  conceit,  unexpected  fallies,  aiM  art- 
ful compliments.  Trifles  always  reqmie 
exuberance  of  ornament;  the  bttilditf 
which  has  no  ftrength  can  lie  vahKA 
only  for  the  grace  of  it*8  decoratioiik 
The  pebble  muft  be  poliflied  vcithcait, 
which  hopes  to  be  valued  as  a  diamoadi 
and  words  ought  furely  to  be  iabcwwl 
N«\\ea  ^^Qie:^  ast^  VidusQAKii  \ft  ftmd  4ac 
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TURBA  RIMI  IBqjriTUR  FORTUNAMj  UT  IBMriR,  IT  OPXT 
9AMNAT0S.  JVT. 

THX  riCKLB  CROWD  WITH  FORTUNE  COMES  AND  GOES} 
WBALTH  STILL  FINDS  FOLLOWERS^    AND  MISFORTUNE  FQJtfl. 


TO    THE    RAMBLER. 
R, 

HERE  are  occafions  on  which  all 

a]>ology  is  rudenefs.     He  that  has 

ivvclcome  meflage  to  deliver,  may 

fome  proof  of  tendemefs  and  deli- 

by  a  ceremonial  introdu6lion  and 

jal  dilco\'ery,   becaufc    the  mind 

whicK  the  weight  of  forrow  is  to 

gains  time  for  the  colle6lion  of 

owers ;  but  nothing  is  more  abfurd 

:o  delay  the  communication  of  plea- 

to  toinncnt  curiofity  by  impatience, 

0  delude  hope  by  anticipation, 
(hall  theretorc  forbear  the  aits  by 

1  corrcfpondents  generally  fecure 
(Tion,  for  I  have  too  long  remarked 
jwer  of  vanity,  to  doubt  that  I  (hall 
•ad  by  you  with  a  difpofition  to 
>ve,  when  I  declare  that  my  narra- 
as  no  other  tendency  than  to  illuf- 
and  corroborate  your  own  obferva- 

vas  the  fccond  fon  of  a  gentleman, 
e  patrimony  had  been  wafted  by  a 
fucceifion  of  fquanderers,  till  he 
inable  to  fupport  any  of  his  chil- 
except  his  heir,  in  the  hereditary 
ty  of  idlenefs.  Being  therefore 
ed  to  employ  that  pan  of  life  in 
which  my  progenitors  had  devoted 
;  hawk  and  hound,  I  was  in  my 
centh  year  difpatched  to  the  imi- 
fy  without  any  rural  honours.  I 
lever  killed  a  iingle  woodcock,  nor 
ken  one  uiumph  over  a  conquered 

:  the  univerfity  I  continued  to  en- 
my  acquifitions  with  little  envy  of 
oily  hajxpinefs  which  my  elder  bro- 
lad  the  fortune  to  enjoy,  and  hav- 
obtained  my  degree,  retired  to 
ier  at  IciAire  to  what  profedion  I 
d  con6ne  that  ai)pUcatio&  which 
litherto  been  dimpatcd  in  general 
fledge.  To  deliberate  upon  a  choice 
k  citihwi  and  honour  forbid  to  be 
Elcxiy  is  certainly  reafonable,  yet 
:  looft  the  attention  equally  to  the 
WnffM  suid  iflcojivenlences  of*  every 
ymeut  iM  not  wizhout  daoget* |  new 


motives  are  every  moment  opcratinjg;  on 
every  fidej  and  mechanick  V  have  fong 
•ago  difcovered,  that  contrarie^  of  equu 
attractions  is  equivalent  to  reit. 

While  I  was  thus  trifling  in  uncer- 
tainty, an  old  adventurer,  who  had  been 
once  the  intimate  friend  of  my  father, 
arrived  from  the  Indies  with  a  lam 
fortune;  which  he  had  fo  much  harafled 
hinifelf  in  obtaining,  that  ficknefs  and 
infirmity  left  him  no  other  defure  than  to 
die  in  his  native  country.  His  wealth 
eafily  procured  him  an  invitation  to  pafs 
his  life  with  us;  and  being  incapable  of 
any  amufement  but  converfatioo^  he 
neceifarily  became  famiiiariEcsd  tg  me, 
whom  he  found  ihidioiis  and  domeflick. 
Plcafed  with  an  opportunity  of  iQipart« 
in^  my  knowledge,  and  eagW  of  any  in- 
telligence that  might  increafe  it,  i  de- 
lighted his  curiofity  with  hiftorical  nar- 
ratives and  explications  of  nature,  and 
gratified  his  vanity  by  enquiries  aftei' 
the  produ£ls  of  diftant  countries,  and 
the  cuftoms  of  their  inhabitants. 

My  brother  faw  how  much  I  advan* 
ccd  in  the  favour  of  our  gueii,  who  be- 
ing without  heirs,  was  naturally  expe^- 
ed  to  enrich  the  family  of  his  fhcmj, 
but  neitlier  attempted  to  alienate  me,  nor 
to  ingratiate  himfelf.  He  was  indeed  • 
little  qualified  to  folicit  the  affefVion  of 
a  traveller,  for  the  rcmiflhefs  of  his  edu- 
cation had  left  him  without  any  rule  of 
a6>ion  but  his  prefent  humour.  He 
often  forfook  the  old  gentleman  in  the 
midft  of  un  adventure,  becaufe  the  horn 
founded  in  the  court-yard,  and  would 
have  loit  an  opportunity^  not  only  of 
knowing  the  (uftory,  but  fharing  the 
wealth  of  the  Mogul,  for  the  tri^  of  a^ 
new  pointer,  or  the  fight  of  a  borfe-race. 

It  was  therefore  not  long  before  our 
new  friend  dedaspd  his  intention  of  be- 
queathing to  me  the  profits  of  his  com- 
merce, as  the  onlv  man  in  the  hnahf 
by  whom  be  could  exp^  them  to  ot 
rationally  enjoyed.  Tbii  difti|i6kioii 
drew  upon  me  the  envy  not  onl^  oC  fo^ 
bioiVier  bux  m^  i^)^Net . 
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he  fufFers  by  his  own  fault,  they  imput- 
ed the  prcfei-ence  which  I  had  obtained 
to  adulatory  compliances,  or  malignant 
calumnies.  To  no  purpofe  did  I  call 
upon  my  patron  to  attcll  my  innocence, 
for  who  will  believe  what  he  wi(hes  to 
ht  falfe  ?  In  the  heat  of  difappointmcnt 
the\'  forced  their  inmate  by  repeated  in- 
fults  to  depart  frcm  the  houfe,  and  I 
was  foonyby  the  fame  ti-eatment,  obliged 
to  follow  him. 

He  chofe  his  i-efidence  in  the  confine* 
of  London,  where  reft,  tranquillity,  and 
medicine,  reftored  him  to  part  of  the 
health  which  he  had  loft.  I  pleufed  niy- 
felf  with  perceiving  tliat  I  was  not  likely 
to  obtain  an  immediate  polfefllon  of 
wealth  which  no  labour  of  mine  had 
contributed  to  acquire}  and  that  he,  who 
had  thus  diftinpiifticd  me,  might  hope 
to  end  his  life  without  a  total  fruftration 
of  thofc  bleflTings  which,  whatever  be 
their  real  value,  he  had  fought  with  fo 
much  diligence,  and  purchafed  with  fo 
many  vicifTitudes  of  danger  and  fatigue. 

He  indeed  left  me  no  rcafon  to  repine 
at  his  recovery,  for  he  was  willing  to 
accuftom  me  early  to  the  ufc  of  money, 
and  fet  npart  for  my  cxptnces  fuch  a 
revenue  as  I  had  fcarcely  daied  to  image. 
I  can  )-ct  coucratulate'myfclf  that  for- 
tune has  feen  her  golden  cup  once  taftcd 
without  Inebriation.  Ncithtr  my  mo- 
de fty  nor  pnidencc  were  overwhelmed 
by  affluence;  my  elevation  was  without 
infolence,  and  my  expcncc  without  pro- 
fufion.  Employing  the  influence  wliich 
money  always  confers  to  the  improve- 
ment of  my  underftanding,  I  mingled  in 
,  parties  of  gaiety,  and  in  confci"enccs  cf 
teaming,  appeared  in  eveiy  place  where 
infthi6lion  was  to  be  found,  and  ima- 
gined that  by  ranging  through  all  the 
diverfities  of  life,  I  had  acquainted  my - 
fclf  fully  with  human  nature,  and  learn- 
ed all  tnat  was  to  be  known  of  the  ways 
of  men. 

It  happened,  however,  that  I  foon 
dircovei*ea  how  much  was  wanted  to  the 
completion  of  my  knowledge,  and  found 
that,  according  to  Seneca's  remark,  I 
.had  hitherto  feen  the  world  but  on  one 
fide.  My  patron*s  confidence  in  his  in- 
rreafc  of  (trcngth  tempted  him  to  carc- 
Icfsncfs  and  iiTcgularity;  he  caught  a  fe- 
ver by  riding  in  the  rain,  of  which  he 
dlicd  acririous  on  the  thinl  day.  I  bu- 
ried him  without  any  of  the  heir's  af- 
fc^icd  grief  or  fcerct  exu\tauon\  iVvcxv 
.  pnpaiing  to  tsikc  a  Itgal  pol&i&oii  ^i  Vki% 


fortune,  opened  hisclofet,  where 
a  will,  made  at  his  firil  arrival,  b 
my  father  was  appointed  the  chii 
rltor,  and  nothing  was  left  mc  b 
gacy  fuflicient  tofupport  me  in  I 
fecurion  of  my  ihidies^. 

I  had  not  yet  found  fuch  chs 
]>rori>crity  as  to  continue  it  by  a 
of  forgeiy  or  iniuftice,  and  ma< 
to  inform  my  father  of  the  riches 
had  been  given  him,  not  by  tlic 
rence  of  kindnefs,  but  by  tne  dc 
indolence,  and  cowardice  of  age. 
hungr)'  family  flew  like  vultures  < 
prey,  and  foon  made  my  difappoi 
publick  by  the  tumult  of  their 
and  the  fplendor  of  their  foirow. 

It  was  now  my  part  to  conlidei 
fhould  repair  the  difappointim 
could  not  but  triumph  in  my  Ion 
friends,  which  compriled  almof 
name  that  power  or  knowledge 
to  eminence,  and  in  the  profpc^ 
innumerable  roads  to  honour  ai 
feiTncnt,  which  I  had  laid  open 
felf  by  the  wife  ufe  of  temporary 
I  believed  nothing  necclTary  bu' 
fliould  continue  that  acquaint: 
which  I  had  been  fo  readily  ad 
and  which  had  hithci'to  been  cu 
on  both  fides  with  equal  ardour. 

Full ofthefe expectations,  lone 
ing  ordered  a  chair,  with  an  intei 
make  my  ufual  circle  of  morninj 
Where  I  firft  flopped  I  faw  two  i 
lolling  at  the  door,  who  told  nie 
out  any  change  of  pofturc,  or  col 
of  countenance,  that  thtir  mafter 
home;  and  fuffered  me  to  0}K:n  th 
door  without  afliftance,  I  fou; 
fj  itnd  ftanding,  and  as  I  v/as  I 
with  my  former  freedom,  was  fc 
instated  to  (it  down;  but  di<l  r 
to  be  fjvoua'd  with  any  further 
fcenfions. 

My  next  experiment  was  mad< 
Icvec  of  a  ftatel'man,  who  recei' 
with  an  embrace  of  tendcroefs,  i 
might  with  more  decency  publi 
change  of  fortune  to  the  fyco 
al>outhim.  After  he  had  enjo} 
triumph  of  condolence,  be  lumc 
weahhy  ftockjobber,  and  left  me 
ed  to  the  fcorn  of  thofe  who  had 
courted  my  notice,  and  fuliciti 
inrercil. 

I  was  then  fet  down  at  the  d 
anotlier,  who  upon  my  entrance  a 
m«  >« v\\\  ^tax  folcmnity  to  think  a 
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I  awaij  tD  an  old  firiend,  who  f>ro- 
Icfled  hlmfeff  unfurceptible  of  any  im- 
preffions  from  proTperity  or  misfortune, 
mad  beggtni  that  he  miglit  fee  me  when 
he  was  more  at  leiAire. 

At  fixty-feten  doors  at  which  I 
knocked  in  the  firft  week  after  my  ap- 
pearance in  a  mourning  drefs,  I  was  de- 
nied admiilion  at  foity-fix ;  was  fuflFered 
at  fourteen  to  wait  in  the  outer  room  till 
Vufinefs  was  difpatched;  at  four  was 
«iiiatasned  with  a  few  qutltions  about 
iJKt  weather ;  at  one  heaixl  the  footman 
rated  for  bringing  my  name ;  and  at  two 
vat  informed  in  the  flow  of  cafual  con- 
tcrfationy  how  much  a  man  of  rank 
degrades  himfelf  by  mean  company. 

My  curiofity  now  led  me  to  try  what 
Rception  I  fhould  find  anvong  the  la- 
diesj  but  I  found  that  my  patron  had 
curied  all  my  powers  of  pleating  to  the 
frave.  I  had  formerly  been  celclirarcd 
ai  a  wit,  and  not  perceiving  any  bnguor 
IB  my  imagination,  I  elfaved  to  revive 
that  gaiety  which  had  hit!\erto  broken 
out  involuntarily  before  my  fentences 
Here  finiHicd.  My  remarks  were  now 
htud  with  a  fteady  countenance,  and  if 
•I girl  happened  to  give  way  to  habitual 
Boriment,  her  forwardnefs  was  reprei- 
fcd  with  a  frown  by  her  mother  or  her 
mat. 


3+9 

Wherever  I  come  I  fcatter  infinnhy 
and  difeafc;  every  lady  whom  I  meetta 
the  Mall  is  too  vreary  to  walk;  nil 
whom  I  intreat  to  (ing  ai'e  troubled  widi 
colds :  if  I  propofe  cards,  thejr  are  af- 
fli£led  with  the  head-ach  ;  it  I  invite 
them  to  the  gardens,  they  cannot  bear  a 
crowd. 

All  this  might  be  endured  ;  but  there 
is  a  clafs  of  mortals  who  think  my  un- 
derftanding  impaired  with  my  fortone, 
exalt  themfclves  to  tlie  dignity  of  advice^ 
and  whenever  we  happen  to  meet,  pre- 
fume  to  prcicribe  my  condu^,  regolate 
my  economy,  and  dire£l  my  puHTuits. 
Another  race,  equally  impertinent  and 
equally  ddpicahle,  arc  every  moment 
recommending  to  mc  an  attention'to  my  - 
intereft,  and  think  themfelves  entitlra, 
by  their  fupcrior  prudence,  to  repnoach 
me  if  I  fpeak  or  move  without  regard  to 
profit. 

Such,  Mr.  Rambler,  is  the  power  of 
wealth,  that  it  comman<ls  the  ear  of 
greatncis  and  the  eye  of  beauty  j  gn^et 
Ipint  to  the  dull,  and  authority  to  the 
timorous;  and  leaves  him  from  whom 
it  departs,  without  virtue  and  without 
undcrrtanding,  the  fport  of  caprice,  the 
IcofF  of  infultncc,  the  flave  of  mcanneiii, 
and  the  pupil  of  ignorance. 

I  am,  &c« 
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rOR  TH17.  MY  TUNEFUL  ACCEN 
AND  TREAT  OF  ARTS  DlSCLOS'l 
ONCE   MORE   UNLOCK  FOR  TllLE 

THE  dire£lion  of  Ariftotle  to  thofc 
that  ihidy  politicks,  is,  firll  to 
Examine  and  underlbnd  what  has  been 
Urritten  by  the  ancients  upon  govern- 
■wntj  then  tocaii  their  eyes  round  u))on 
the  world,  and  coniider  by  what  caules 
the  profperity  of  communities  is  f  ifibly 
influenced,  and  why.  fome  arc  worl'e, 
and  others  better  adminiAered. 

The  funt  method  muii  be  purfued  by 
him  who  hopes  to  become  eminent  in 
m  other  part  of  knowledge.  The  Hrll 
taflc  is  to  March  books,  the  next  to  con* 
loikjate  nature.  He  nmft  firft  poflefs 
hSfS^sfthe  inuMlual  u«aiiuv$  whi^h 
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tlic  diligence  of  fonncr  ages  has  accu- 
mulaicJ,  and  then  endeavour  to  increaicr 
them  by  his  own  collections. 

The  lucntul  diieafe  of  the  prc(cnt  ge- 
neration is  impatience  of  itudy,  con- 
tempt of  the  great  mailers  of  ancient 
wifdom,  and  a  dilJKirition  to  rely  wholly 
upon  unufiilltd  genius  and  natural  faga- 
citv.  Tile  wits  of  thefe  happy  days  have 
diicovei-e^  a  way  to  fame,  which  the 
dull  caution  of  our  laborious  anceftors 
durlt  never  attempt;  they  cut  the  knots 
of  i'ophillrjr  which  it  was  formerly  the 
bufmcli  ot  yeirs  lo  wnX\e,^o\Nt^mcv\- 
tie*  by  I'uddvu  tcriw^auou^  oi  \\wMfi&A- 
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gencci  and  comprehedd  long  proceflTes 
•f  ai'gunient  by  immediate  intuition. 

Men  vdio  have  flattered  thnnfelves 
into  this  opinion  of  their  own  abilities y 
look  down  on  all  who  wafte  thdr  lives 
over  books,  as  a  race  of  inferior  beings 
condemned  by  nature  to  perpetual  pupil- 
lage, and  fniiticlsly  endeavouring  to  re- 
medy their  barrcnncfs  by  inceflant  cul- 
tivation,  or  luccour  their  feeblenefs  by 
iubfidiary  ftrength.  They  prei'ume  that 
none  would  be  more  induftrious  tlian 
they,  if  tlicy  were  not  more  feniible  of 
demaencics;  and  readilv  conclude,  that 
be  who  placc:»  no  confidence  in  his  own 
powers,  owei  his  modcfty  only  to  his 
weaknefs. 

It  is  however  certain,  that  no  eftimate 
is  more  in  danger  of  cnxincous  calcula- 
tions than  thole  by  which  a  man  com- 
putes the  force  of  his  own  genius.  It 
generally  happen*  at  our  entrance  into 
the  world,  that  by  the  natural  attraction 
of  (imilitudc,  we  aifociate  with  men  like 
ourieives,  young,  fprightly,  and  igno- 
rant, and  rate  our  accompli flimcnts  by 
comparifon  with  theirs;  when  we  have 
once  ol)Uined  an  acknowledged  fupcrio- 
rity  over  our  acquaintances,  imagina- 
tion and  defire  ealily  extend  it  over  the 
relt  of  maiikind;  and  if  no  accident 
forces  us  into  new  emulations,  we 
grow  old,  aud  die  in  admiration  of  our- 
Iclves. 

Vanit)',  thus  confinned  in  her  domi- 
nion, readily  likens  to  the  voice  of  idle- 
ntfs,  and  lootlics  the  flumber  of  life 
with  continual  dreams  of  excellence  and 
grcatnels.  A  man  elateil  by  confidence 
m  his  natural  vigour  of  fancy  and  faga 
city  of  conjecture,  loon  concludes  that 
he  already  poircflcs  whatever  toil  and 
enquiry  can  confer.  He  then  liftens 
with  eagcmefs  to  the  wild  objcftions 
which  folly  has  railed  againfl  the  com- 
mon means  of  improvement;  talks  of 
the  dark  chaos  of  indigeited  knowledge ; 
dcfcribes  the  mifchievous  effefts  of  hete- 
rogeneous fciences  fermenting  in  the 
mmd;  relates  the  blunders  oi  lettered 
ignorance;  expatiates  on  the  heroick 
merit  of  thofe  who  deviate  from  prcfcrip- 
tioD,  or  (hake  off  authority;  and  gives 
Yent  to  the  inflations  of  his  heart  by  de- 
claring that  he  owes  nothing^to  pedants 
and  univerfities. 

All  thefe  prctenfionsy  however  confi- 
dent, arevei-y  often  vain.  The  laurels 
which  ruj)erhcial  acuteneft  ga\n»  \xv\t\- 
wiphi  over  ignorance  «n£u]^iVfid  Vrj 


vivacity,  are  obim«d  by  Lc 
lofl  whenever  real  learning  ai 
diligence  appear  againft  her; 
of  gaiety  are  foon  reprefled  b^ 
fidcnce;  and  the  artifices  of  i 
readily  detected  by  thole  wl 
carefully  fludied  the  queflio 
eafdy  confounde<i  or  fuiprifei 

But  though  the  contemnei 
had  neither  l>cen  deceived  by 
himfelf,  and  was  really  bom 
nius  furpafltng  the  ordinary : 
mankind;  yet  furcly  fuch  gif 
vidence  may  be  more  properl 
incitements  to  labour,  than  i 
ments  to  negligence.  He  th 
the  culture  of  ground,  natnr 
is  more  (hamefiilly  culpab! 
whofe  field  would  fcarc«y  j 
his  hufbandry. 

Cicero  remarks^  that  noi 
what  has  been  tranfa£led 
times,  is  to  continue  alwa; 
If  no  ufe  is  made  of  the  lab« 
ages,  the  world  muft  remaii 
the  infancy  of  knowledge, 
veiics  of  every  man  muft  t 
his  own  advantage,  and  th 
every  age  be  employed  or 
which  the  palt  generation  hj 
and  determinetl.  We  may  v 
repmach  borrow  fcience asm: 
from  oiirancedors;  and  it  is 
to  live  in  caves  till  our  own 
erefled  a  palace,  as  to  re.icfl 
ledge  of  architediliu'e  which 
llandings  will  not  fupply. 

To  the  ftrongeil  and  quid 
is  far  cafier  to  learn  than  to  ii 
principles  of  arithmetick  an 
may  l>c  comprehended  by  a 
tiun  in  a  few  days;  yet  whc 
himfelf  tliat  the  ftudy  of 
won  id  have  enabled  him 
them,  when  he  Ctcs  them  y< 
to  fo  many  nations,  whoor 
fuppolb  lels  liberally  endowt 
tural  rcafon,  than  the  Gtecia 
tians? 

Every  fcience  was  thus  f^ 
towards  pcrfc61ion,  by  the  c 
ligence  of  contemporary  fti 
the  gradual  difcoveries  of  o 
pmving  on  another.  Some 
pefted  flafhes  of  inftni6lion 
out  by  the  fortuitous  coUiFk 
incidents,  or  an  involunta 
rence  of  ideas,  in  ^ch  the 
\o '««iVk<(ycn  ^bfi^  han^ned  fas 
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finffj^tincloiuded  to  poftenty, 
iii^  had  been  kindled  by 
F  his  power.  The  happinefs 
ual  flluminations  no  man 
to  himfelfy  bccaufe  no  en- 
1  procure  them;  and  there- 
er  be  our  abilities  or  appli- 
nuft  fubmit  to  learn  from 
perhaps  would  have  lain  hid 
>m  human  penetration^  had 
mote  enquiiy  brought  it  to 
ifures  are  thrown  up  by  the 
and  the  digger  in  tne  rude 
leir  common  occupations, 
whofe  genius  qualifies  him 
dertakings,  muft  at  leaft  be 
am  from  books  the  prcfent 
an  knowledge ;  that  he  may 
o  himfelf  the  invention  of 
y  known;  weary  his  atten- 
seriments  of  which  the  event 
ig  regiftered;  and  wafte,  in 
ich  have  already  fucceeded 
d,  that  time  which  might 
lent  with  ufefulnefs  and  ho- 
cw  undertakings, 
rh  the  (hidy  of  books  is  ne- 
.  not  fufllicicnt  to  conflitute 
lence.  He  that  wiihes  to  be 
mg  the  benefaftors  of  pofle- 
dd  by  his  own  toil  to  the 
of  his  anceftoi-s,  and  fccure 
from  negle^  by  fome  valu- 
:ment.  This  can  only  l>e 
xx)king  out  upon  the  waftcs 
Aual  world,  and  extending 
f  learning  over  regions  yet 
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undifciplined  and  barbarous;  or  by  Air- 
veying  more  exa^ly  her  ancient  domi- 
nions $  and  driving  ignorance  from  dw 
foitreiTes  and  retreats  where  (he  (kulks 
undete^^ed  and  undifturbed.  Every  fci* 
ence  has  it's  difficul.ks  which  yet  call 
for  a  iblution  before  we  attempt  new 
fyftems  of  knowledge;  as  every  coud- 
tiy  has  it*s  forcfts  and  marfhes^  which 
it  would  be  wife  to  cultivate  and  drain» 
before  didant  colonies  are  projeAed  as 
a  necefTary  difcharge  of  the  exuberance  • 
of  inhabitants. 

No  man  ^er  yet  became  grtit  hj 
imitation.  Whatever  hopes  for  the  ve- 
neration of  mankind  muft  have  inven-  ■ 
tion  in  tlie  defign  9r  the  execution;  ei- 
ther the  effect  muft  itfelf  be  new,  or 
the  means  by  which  it  is  produced. 
Either  truths  hitheito  unknown  muft 
be  difcovered,  or  thofe  which  are  al- 
ready known  enforced  by  ftronger  evi- 
dence, facilitated  by  clearer  method, 
or  elucidated  by  brighter,  illuilrations. 

Fame  cannot  fprnid  wide  or  endure 
long  that  is  not  rooted  in  nature,  and 
manured  by  art.  That  which  hopes  to 
refift  the  blaft  of  malignity,  and  (buid 
firm  again  (I  the  attacks  ot  time,  muft 
contain  in  itfelf  fome  original  principle 
of  growth.  The  reputation  Mrhich  anifes 
from  the  detail  or  tranfpofition  of  bor- . 
rowed  fentiments,  may  fpread  for  a 
while,  like  ivy,  on  the  rind  of  antiquity, 
but  will  be  torn  away  by  accident  or 
contempt,  and  fuffered  to  rot  unheeded 
on  the  ground. 
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Zlfhimstoit^ 


kncfs  of  the  human  mind 
)re  frequently  incurred  ani- 

than  the  negligence  with 
overlook  their  own  faults, 
;rant,  and  the  eaiinefs  with 
pardon  them,  however  fre- 
atcd. . 

^erallv  believed,  that,  as 
lot  fte  Itfelf,  the  mind  has 

by  which  it  can  contem- 
II  fttte,  aod  dot  tbcnsfore 


we  have  not  means  ofbecomtng  acquaint* 
ed  with  our  real  chara^lers;  an  opinion 
which,  like  innumerable  other  poihilates, 
an  enquirer  finds  himfelf  inclined  to 
admit  upon  very  little  evidence,  becaufc 
it  affords  a  readv  Iblution  of  many  dif- 
ficulties. It  will  explain  why  the  great- 
e(l  abilities  frequently  fail  to  promote 
the  happinefs  of  thofe  who  pofleis  them  $ 
why  tnofe  who  can  diflinzuifh  with  the 
utm^ft  nicety  i!bfi\)o>itvdax\^  qH  n\c^  ^xA 
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▼rrtiic  fufFer  xhrm  to  he  confounded  in 
their  own  condui^>  5  why  the  aflive  and 
▼igilant  refign  their  affairs  implicitly  to 
the  management  of  others ;  and  why  the 
cautious  and  fearful  make  hourly  ap- 
proaches towards  ruir.  without  one  iigh 
of  fblicitudc  or  itnigi-.tc  for  elcape. 

When  a  poiition  teems  thuswith  com- 
modious confcqucnccs,  who  can  without 
regret  confefs  it  to  he  falfc?  Yet  it  is 
certain  that  declaimers  hnve  indulged 
a  difpoticion  to  defcrihc  the  dominion  of 
the  paHions  as  extended  beyond  the  li- 
mits that  nature  afiigncd.  Self-love  is 
often  rather  arrogant  than  blind  j  it  does 
not  hide  our  fatilts  from  ourfelvcs,  but 
perfnades  us  thar  they  eicnpe  the  notice 
of  others,  and  difpoics  ns  torefent  ccn- 
fures  left  ^-e  fhould  confefs  them  to  be 
juft.  We  are  fecrctly  confcitnis  oi'  do- 
fcfls  and  vices  which  we  hope  to  conccn) 
from  the  publick  c>'e,  and  plea(e  our- 
ftlveswith  innumerable  impoftures,  by 
which,  in  rtaUty,  nobody  is  dertivcd. 

In  proof  of  the  dimncfs  of  our  inter- 
nal light,  or  the  general  inability  of  man 
to  determine  rightly  concerning  his  own 
character,  it  is  common  to  urge  the  fnc- 
ccfs  of  the  raoft  abfurd  and  incredible 
fbttery,  and  the  refentment  always  raif- 
ed  by  advice,  however  foft,  benevolent, 
mid  reafonahltf.  But  flattery,  if  it*s 
operation  be  nearly  examined,  will  be 
found  to  owe  it's  acccpta.ice,  not  to  our 
ignorance  but  knowledge  of  our  failures, 
and  to  delight  us  rather  as  it  confoles  our 
wants  thm  difplays  our  poffeiHons.  He 
tliat  (hall  folicit  the  favour  of^his  patron 
l>y  praifing  him  for  qualities  which  he 
€9X1  find  in  himfcif,  will  be  defeated  by 
the  more  darinj^  panegyrift  who  enriches 
him  with  adfcititious  excellence.  Juft 
praife  is  only  a  debt,  but  flattery  is  a 
prefent.  The  acknowleilgment  of  thole 
virtues  on  which  confcience  congratu- 
btts  us,  is  a  tribute  that  we  can  at  any 
time  exaft  with  confijlence;  but  the  ce- 
lebration of  thofe  which  we  only  feign, 
ov  deiire  widiout  any  vigorous  endea- 
vours to  attain  them,  is  received  as  a 
confcfRon  of  fovcrcignty  over  regions 
never  conquered,  as  a  favourable  dcci- 
iion  of  dilputable  claims,  and  is  more 
welcome  as  it  is  more  gratuitous. 

Advice  is  offcnfivc,  not  becaufe  it 
bys  us  open  to  unexpe5\ed  regret,  or 
convi6ls  us  of  any  fault  which  had 
cfcaped  our  notice,  but  becaufe  it  (hows 
vs  tnat  we  are  known  to  othcv*  w  well 
^3  CO  purfc!vc$i  and  the  oi'^ciQus  ttvota- 
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tor  is  perfecuted  with  hatred,  ] 
caufe  his  accufation  is  falle,but 
he  afTumes  that  fuperiority  whic 
not  willing  to  grant  him,  and  h 
to  detect  what  wz  dciivcd  to  coi 

For  this  rcafon  adv.ce  is  coi 
inefVc^ual.  If  thole  who  foi 
call  of  their  deiires,  without 
whither  tlicy  arc  goinc:,  had  dev 
norantly  from  the  paths  of  wilik 
were  rufhing  u|>on  dangers  uni 
they  would  readily  liilen  to  infc 
that  recals  them  from  their  errt 
catch  the  fird  alarm  by  which 
t'on  or  infamy  is  denounced, 
wander  in  the  wrong  way  mifb 
the  riijjht,  they  only  hnd  it  mon 
and  flower)",  and  indulge  th 
choice  rather  than  appiove  it:  1 
few  are  pcrfuadcd  to  quit  it  bv 
tion  or  rqnoof,  fince  itiinpiirAt 
convi£lion,  nor  confers  anypc 
adlion  or  icfMinnce.  He  that  u 
infonned  how  loon  profufion 
nihilate  his  fortune,  hears  w: 
advantage  what  he  knew  bef> 
catches  at  tlK'  next  occafion  of 
becaufe  advice  has  no  force  to 
his  vanity*  He  that  is  told  how 
ly  intcmpei-ance  will  hurry  hii 
grave,  runs  with  his  ufuaS  fi 
ih;w  courfe  of  luxury,  becauic 
fon  is  not  invigorated,  nor  liis 
weakened. 

The  mifchlcf  of  flatter}'  is, 
it  })erfuades  any  nian  that  he  is 
is  not,  but  that  it  lupprefTes  th 
tnce  of  honeil  ambition,  by  r 
opinion  that  honour  may  be 
without  the  toil  qf  merit  j  andt 
fit  of  advice  arifes  conHnonly, 
any  new  light  imparted  to  the  u 
from  the  difcover)-  which  it  afibr 
publick  fuffrages.  He  that  cot 
iland  confcience  is  frighted  at 
and  (hame  prcv^ls  when  rea(pn 
feated. 

As  we  all  know  our  own  fai 
know  them  commonly  with  B 
gravations  which  human  per 
cinnot  difcover,  there  is,  perf 
man,  however  hardened  by  inr 
or  difTipatcd  by  levity,  (helterci 
ppcrifyor  blafted  by  difgrace,  % 
not  intend  fome  time  to  review 
du6l,  and  to  regulate  the  rem 
his  life  by  the  laws  of  virtue 
temptations  indeed  attack  him, 
vitations  hit  offered  by  nlofun 
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I  deUyed;  evciy  delay  ^ves  vice 
T  opportunity  of  fortifying  itfelf 
Mt;  9nd  tlK  change  of  nitnners> 
1  iincerely  intended  and  rationally 
xl,  is  remred  to  the  droe  whem 
ravine  paflion  (hall  be  fiilly  gra- 
or  iome  powerful  alluremeiit 
f  8  importunity. 

It  procraftination  is  accumulated 
craftination,  and  one  impediment 
it  another,  till  age  (hatters  our 
iofiy  ordeatli  intercepts  die  project 
endxnentl  Such  is  often  the  end 
itary  purpoies,  after  they  have 
eUghted  the  imagination,  and  ap- 
that  difquiet  which  every  mind 
rom  known  mifcondufl,  when  the 
on  is  not  diverted  by  buiinefs  or 
rafure. 

hing  furely  can  be  more  unwor- 
a  reafonable  nature,  than  to  con- 
in  a  ftate  fo  oppofite  to  real  hap- 
t  as  that  all  tne  peace  of  folitude, 
rlicity  of  meditation,  muft  arife 
rdblutions  of  forfaking  it.  Yet 
irld  will  often  afford  examples  of 
who  pafs  months  and  years  in  a 
ual  war  with  their  own  convic- 
and  are  daily  dragged  by  habit, 
trayed  by  paJflion,  into  praflices 
diey  doled  and  opened  their  eyes 
urpofes  to  avoid;  purpofes  which, 
ti  fettled  on  conviflion,  the  firft 
k  of  momentary  defire  totally  over- 

e  influence  of  cuftom  is  indeed 
that  to  conquer  it  will  require  the 
I  efforts  of  fortitude  and  virtue; 
m  I  think  any  men  move  worthy 
deration  and  renovm,  than  thoie 
lave  burft  the  fhackles  of  habitual 
This  viftory  however  has  differ- 
grees  of  glory  as  of  difficulty;  it 
re  heroick  as  the  objefls  of  guilty 
cation  are  more  familiar,  and  the 
enceof  iblicitation  more  frequent. 
It  from  experience  of  the  folly  of 
ion  refigns  his  offices,  may  fet 
If  free  at  once  fix>m  temptation  to 
Jer  his  life  in  courts,  becauie  he 
t  regain  his  former  Ration*  He 
•  enllavedby  an  amorous  paffion, 
|iitt  his  t\Tant  in  difnift,  and  ab* 
will,  witnout  the  help  of  reafon, 
not  by  degrees  the  deiire  of  re- 
ig.  But  thofe  appetites  to  which 
place  afbrds  their  proper  obje£^, 
iish  rcguire  do  prepairatory  nica* 
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furts  or  gradual  advances,  are  more 
tenacioudy  adhefive;  the  wiih  is  fo  near 
the  enjoyment,  that  compliainck  often 
precedes  coniideration,  and  before  the 
powers  of  realbn  can  be  fummoned,  tke 
time  for  employing  them  is  paft. 

Indolence  is  thmfore  one  of  the  vices 
from  which  thoie  whom  it  once  infers 
are  feldom  reformed.  Every  other  fpeckfl 
of  luxury  operates  upon  fbme  appetite  that 
is  quickly  fatiated,  and  requires  ibme 
concurrence  of  art  or  accident  which 
every  place  will  not  fupply;  bat  the  de- 
iire  of  eafe  a£ls  equally  at  all  hours,  and 
the  longer  it  is  indulged  is  the  more  in- 
creafed.  To  do  nothing  is  in  every  man^s 
power;  we  can  never  want  an  opportu- 
nity of  omitting  duties.  The  lapfe  to 
indolence  is  foft  and  imperceptible,  be- 
caufe  it  is  only  a  mere  ceiTation  of  ac- 
tivity; but  the  retxun  to  diligence  is  dif- 
ficult, becaufe  it  imjilies  a  change  from 
relt  to  motion,  from  privation  to  reality. 

Faciris  iefcenfut  Mvtrni: 
NoBii  atfue  dies  paw  atrijanua  iitis\ 
SeJ  revocare  gra/um,  fuptrafqut  tvadere  ad 

aUTMSy 

Htc  9puty  bic  later  eft,  Vi  a  0  • 

The  gites  of  Hell  are  open  night  and  day} 
Smooth  the  defcent,  and  cafy  is  the  way} 
But  to  return,  and  view  the  cheerful  (kieit 
In  this  the  talk  and  mighty  labour  lies. 

Drtdiii. 

Of  this  vice,  as  of  all  others,  every 
man  who  indulges  it  is  confcious;  we 
all  know  our  own  (late,  if  we  could  be 
induced  to  confider  it;  and  it  might  per- 
haps be  ufcful  to  the  conqueft  of  all  tncfe 
eniharers  of  the  mind,  if  at  certain 
(^atcd  days  life  was  reviewed.  Many 
things  neceffary  are  omitted,  becaufe  we 
vainly  imagine  that  they  may  be  always 
pcrfoi-med;  and  what  cannot  be  done 
without  pain  will  for  ever  be  delayed, 
if  the  time  of  doing  it  be  left  unfettled. 
No  corruption  is  great  but  by  long  neg- 
ligee, which  can  fcarcelyprevafl  in  a 
mind  regularly  and  frequently  awakened 
by  periodical  remorl'e.  He  that  thus 
breaks  his  life  into  parts,  will  find  in 
himfelf  a  defire  to  di(linguiih  every  ftage 
of  his  exiflence  by  fome  improvement, 
and  delight  himfelf  with  the  approach  of 
the  day  of  recoUe^ion,  as  of  the  time 
which  is  to  begin  a  new  feries  of  vinue 
»nd  felicity. 


^^ 
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yet  WIIDOM    ETEI  tCR9E3  !« ATVIE  1  T3ICZ. 


EVERY  govMT.incn?,  fays  the  poli- 
ticians, is  prrpetualiy  degenerat- 
ing towards  corruption,  from  wh:ch  it 
Tr..:ft  be  rcfcued  at  cijrraiia  periods  by  the 
r^fufcitation  of  it's  fiHi  piincipics,  r.r.d 
the  r^-cftablifhment  of  it's  origins  I  con- 
iliturion.  Every  animal  'rody,  accord- 
ing to  the  mcthoidick  phyfician*,  is,  by 
the  prcdominsncc  of  fome  exuberant 
quality,  continually  declining  towards 
aifeifeand  death,  which  muft  be  obvi- 
ated by  a  fcafonablc  rcdvftion  of  the 
peccant  humo'.ir  to  the  juft  cquip<'ilc 
which  health  requires. 

In  the  fame  manner  the  (Indies  of 
mankind,  all  at  Icaft  which,  not  being 
fu!);t6t  to  rigorous  demon iiration,  admit 
tlie  influence  of  fancy  and  caprice,  arc 
perpetually  tending  to  error  and  confu- 
fion.  Ot  the  p-e:it  principles,  of  iinth 
which  the  firll  fpcculatifts  dii'covcred, 
the  fimplicity  is  embarrafrcvl  by  ambi?i- 
ou",  additions,  or  the  evidence  obfcured 
Ly  ir.r-ccurzte  argumentation;  and  as 
they  defcend  from  one  fuccefuon  of 
writers  to  another,  likcli^h^  trr*nfmiriefl 
from  room  to  room^  they  lofc  tlicir 
ilrcngthand  fplendour,  and  fade  at  lad 
in  total  evanel'cinfice. 

The  fyftcms  of  learning  thervfore 
m'lfl  b?  lomelimes  reviewed,  complica- 
tions aniilyfcd  into  principles,  and 
ki^owlfdgc  difentanj^l'ia  from  opinion. 
Tt  is  not  al'.vays  pofliblc,  without  a  clife 
infj^-clion,  to  Icparatetlic  genuine  fiioois 
of  confequeniial  rcafoning,  which  grow 
out  «-»f  fome  nulical  pollulate,  from  the 
bra.Khts  which  art  has  trsgrafrcd  on  ir. 
The  accidental  picfcription;-  of -..uthoriiy, 
wlicntirnc  has  procured  rhcni  vti.cration, 
are  oflen  confounded  wilh  the  l:iws  of 
nature,  and  thole  ru!cs  are  f'lpjwfcd 
coeval  wlt!i  rtafon,  of  v/hich  the  f;r;1 
rife  cannot  be  difcovcicd. 

("riticiirn  hir.  ibmttimcs  permitted 
fancy  to  diftale  the  laws  by  which  fancy 
ought  to  be  rcllrained,  and  fallacy  to 
rerjilcx  the  principles  by  which  fallacy 
IS  to  l>c  delc'jledi  hrrftipcrintcndenceof 
oiluTs  has  hftniyed  hrr  to  negligence  of 
hcTjlifj  and,  like  the  ancient  Scyihians, 


by  cxrendir.r  her  coRCuefts  orer  difeiit 
region*,  (ht  has  left  her  thione  ncaK 
toher  fiavcf. 

Amon*  the  laws  of  which  the  defirt 
of  extending  authority,  or  ardour  of 
prcmoting  knowledge,  has  proin{<ed 
the  prefcriptior,  all  which  writen  hart 
received,  had  not  the  fame  orig?naI  right 
to  our  rerard.  Some  are  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  fundamental  and  indi-^pcnfable, 
others  only  as  ufefiil  and  convenientj 
fome  as  diiftated  byreafbn  and  ncceflity, 
others  as  enacted  hr  defpotick  antiqaity} 
fome  as  invincibfy  fupported  by  their 
conformity  to  the  order  of  nature  and 
operations  of  the  intellect;  other k  ai 
formed  by  accident,  or  ir.ftiti:ted  hvcE- 
?mple,  and  therefore  always  liable  to 
dil'p'jtc  and  alteration. 

That  manv  rules  have  been  ad'.-ar.cfd 
without  en  fill  ting  nature  or  reafon,  «e 
cannot  but  fufptil,  when  we  find  it 
peitrrptorily  decreed  by  the  ancitnt 
.mafters,  xhix  only  three /peaking  pcrfkn- 
ages  jhculd  appear  at  once  Bp9M  thi 
fiag€\  a  law  which,  as  the  vaiietyand 
intricacy  of  modem  plays  has  made  it 
impofTible  to  be  obferved,  we  now  vio- 
late without  fcruple,  and,  as  experience 
proves,  without  mconvenience. 

The  original  of  this  precept  was 
merely  accidental.  Tragt'dy  was  a 
monody  or  fulitary  ibng  in  honour  of 
Bacchus,  improved  afterwards  into  a 
dialogue  by  the  addition  of  another 
Ij^akcr;  but  the  ancients,  remembering 
that  the  tragedy  was  at  firft  pronounced 
only  by  one,  durft  not  for  fome  time 
venture  beyond  tvi'o;  at  la  ft,  when  cuf- 
torn  and  impunity  had  made  them  dir- 
in-,  they  extended  their  liberty  to  the 
admiflion  of  three,  but  i-cftrained  thcm- 
fclves  by  a  critical  edicl  from  funher  ex- 
orbitance. 

By  what  accident  the  number  of  ai^s 
was  limited  to  fire,  I  know  not  that 
any  aiiihor  has  informed  us;  but  cer- 
tainly iris  not  determined  by  any  ntcef- 
firy  arifmg  cither  from  the  nature  of  ac- 
tion or  propriety  of  exhibition.  An 
act  is.  only  the  rcprt(entation  of  fuch  i 

part 
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the  bufinefs  of  the  play  as  pro- 
all  unbrotoi  tciior»  or  without 
ermediate  oaufe.      Nothing  it 
ident  than  tnat  of  every  real,  and 
:auence  of  every  dnunatick  ac- 
:  intervals  may  be  more  or  fewer 
x;  and  indeed  the  nxle  is  upon 
;li/h  ttaigp  everv  day  broken  in 
vithout  any  other  mifchief  than 
ch  arifes  from  an  abfurd  endea- 
>    obl'erve   it    in    appearance, 
rer  the  fcene  is  (hifted  the  aft 
tncefome  time  is  neceflfarily  fup- 
I  eiapfe  while  the  perfoaages  of 
nl  cnange  their  place. 
.  no  greater  right  to  our  obedi- 
ve  the  criticks  confined  the  dra- 
afflton  to  a  certain  number  of 
Prubability  requires  tlut  the 
i£lLion  (hould  approach  fomewhat 
D  that  of  exhibition,  and  thofe 
ill  always  be  thought  moll  liap- 
du£led  which  crowd  the  greateft 
into  the  leall  fpace.     But  fmce 
Vequently  happen  that  fonic  dc- 
tiult  be  admitted,  I  know  not 
le  limits  of  imagination  can  be 
It  is  rarely  obferved  that  minds, 
loiTeiTed  by  mechanical  criticifm, 
t  offence  from  the  extenfion  of 
rvals  between  the  a£ls;  nor  can 
ve  it  abfurd  or  impoflible,  that 
can  multiply  three  hours  into 
r  twenty-four,  might  image  with 
fe  a  greater  number, 
iw  not  whether  he  that  profcfles 
rd  Bo  other  laws  than  thofe  of 
will  not  be  inclined  to  receive 
medy  to  his  proteftion,  whom, 
-  gtrncrally  condemned,  her  own 
have  hitherto  (haded  from  the 
tions  of  criticifm.     For  what  is 
the  mingled  drama  which  im- 
reafon  can  condemn  ^  The  con- 
if  important  with  trival  incidents, 
i  not  onlycommon  but  perpetual 
worlil,  may  furely  be   allowed 
e  fta'^,  which  pretends  only  to 
mirrour  of  life.     The  impro- 
f  fupprcrfling  pafliont  before  we 
il'ed  them  to  the  intended  agita^ 
\d  of  diverting  the  expiation 
,  event  which  we  keep  (u (bended 
raiftf  it,  may  be  fpccioufly  ur^- 
iit  will   not  experiince  (hew  this 
n  to  be  rather  fubtle  than  jull^ 
It  certain  that  the  tragick  and 
afft^ion^  have  been  moved  al- 
y  widi  t-^ual  force,  and  that  no 


plays  have  oftener  filled  the  ejrc  with 
tears,  and  the  hneaft  widi  ptlpitttkm, 
than  thole  which  ire  varii^tcd  with  in* 
terludet  of  mirth  f 

..  I  do  not  however  think  it  lafe  to 
judge  of  works  of  genius  merely  by  the 
event.  The  refifHefs  viciflitudet  of  the 
heart,  the  alternate  prevalence  of  mer- 
riment and  folemnity,  may  foroetimes 
be  more  properly  afcribed  to  the  vigour 
of  the  writer  than  the  juftneft  of  the  de- 
fign:  and  inftead  of  vindicating  tragi- 
comedy by  the  fuccefs  of  Shakefpeare, 
we  ought  perhaps  to  pay  new  honours  to 
that  tranfcendent  and  unbounded  genhis 
that  could  prefide  over  the  paflioos  in 
fport^  who,  to  ailuate  the  afifedioiiSt 
needed  not  the  flow  eradation  of  com- 
mon means,  but  could  fill  the  heart  with 
in ftantaneous  jollity  or  forrow,  and  vary 
our  difpofition  as  he  changed  his  fcenes. 
Perhaps  thee(fc£lsevenof  Shake(peare^a 
poetry  might  have  been  yet  zreatcr,  had 
he  not  countera6led  himfetf;  and  we 
miffht  have  been  more  interefted  in  the 
dilfrefles  of  his  heroes,  had  we  not  been 
fo  frequently  diverted  by  the  jokes  of  hia 
buffoons. 

There  are  other  rules  more  fixed  and 
obligatory.  It  is  necelTary  that  of  every 
play  the  chief  aflion  ihould  be  fingle; 
for  (ince  a  play  reprefents  fome  tnuiuc- 
tion,  through  it*s  regular  maturation 
to  it*s  final  event,  two  anions  equally 
important  muft  evidently  conftitutc  two 
plays. 

As  the  dcfign  of  tragedy  is  toinftnifl 
by  moving  the  pafllons,  it  muik  always 
have  a  hero,  a  perfonage  amtarently  and 
inconteftably  (uperior  to  the  reit,  upon 
whom  the  attention  may  be  fixed,  and 
the  anxiety  fufpcnded.  For  though  of 
two  uerfons  oppofing  each  other  with 
equal  abilities  and  equal  virtue,  the 
auditor  will  inevitably  in  time  choofe  his 
favourite,  yet  as  that  choice  mull  be 
without  any  cogency  of  conviction ,  the 
hopes  or  fears  which  it  raifes  will  be 
faint  axid  languid.  Of  two  heroes  aft- 
ing  in  confttleracy  againft  a  common 
enemy,  the  virtues  or  dangers  will  give 
little  emotion,  becaufe  each  claims  our 
concern  with  the  fame  right,  and  the 
heart  lies  at  reil  between  equal  mo  J 
tivcs. 

It  ought  to  be  the  firft  endeavour  of 
a  writer  to  dlitir.;;ui(h  nature  from  cuf- 
tom;  or  that  which  is  cftabllCbitvl  W^v^C^ 
it  it  tigVlf  fcom  \\\ax.  hiVCm^  vi  xv^^  ^'«^ 
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becaufe  it  is  eftablifhed,  that  he  may 
neither  violate  eflential  principles  by  a 
deiire  of  novelty,  nor  debar  himfelf  from 
the  attainment  of  beantiet  within  hit 


view,  by  a  ncedim  fear  of  breakinf^ 
rules  which  no  literary  diftator  had  »• 
thority  to  enafl. 


N^CLVn.    TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  17,   1751. 
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SlIAMV  CRZATLV  RUITS  Oa  GREATLV  MtirS  MANKIND. 


TO  THE  HAMBLIK. 

SIR, 

THOUGH  one  of  your  correfpond  - 
ent*  has  prefumed  to  mention 
with  fomc  contempt  tlut  prcfence  cf 
attention  and  eafmci's  of  addreis,  which 
the  polite  have  long  agreed  to  cplehrate 
and  efteem,  )'et-I  cannot  be  perTuaded  to 
think  them  unworthy  of  regard  or  culti- 
vation; hut  am  inclined  to  believe  that, 
as  \ve  firldom  value  rightly  what  we  have 
have  never  known  the  milery  of  wanting, 
his  judgment  has  been  vitiated  by  hit 
h:^)pineit;  and  that  a  natural  exuberance 
oFaffurancehat  hindered  him  from  dil- 
co^-ering  it*s  excellence  and  ufe. 

Thit  felicity,  whether  beftowed  by 
conlUtution,  or  obtained  by  early  habi- 
tiidet,  I  can  fcarcely  contemplate  with- 
out envy.  I  was  bred  under  a  man  of 
learning  in  the  country,  who  inculcated 
nothing  but  the  dignity  of  knowlc(U;e, 
jnd  the  hapninefs  of  virtue.  By  fre- 
quency of  aamonition,  and  confidence 
of  alfertjon,  he  piTvailed  upon  me  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  fplendour  of  literature 
would  alwayt  attra£V  reverence,  if  not 
darkened  by  corruption.  I  therefore 
piirfued  my  ftudiet  with  inceflfant  in- 
duftry,and  avoided  every  thing  which  I 
had  been  taught  to  confider  either  at  vici- 
ous or  tending  to  vice,  becaufe  I  regard- 
ed guilt  and  reproach  at  infepaiably 
united,  and  thought  a  tainted  reputation 
the  greatcft  calamity. 

At  the  unlveifity,  I  found  no  reafon 
for  changing  my  opinion;  for  though 
many  among  my  fellow-ihidentt  took 
the  opportunity  of  a  more  rcmifs  difci- 
pline  to  gratify  their  pafTions;  yet  virtue 
preferved  her  natural  fuperiority,  and 
thofc  who  ventured  to  ncgle£l,  were  not 
fufirred  to  infult  her.  The  ambition  of 
pctiy  accomplishments  found  \C%  wa.^ 
into  the  receptacles  of  Icarmng,  Wl  yoa 


Elthtnstov. 

obfervcd  to  (cize  commonly  on  thofeirfao 
cither  neglcfled  the  fciencet,  oroouU 
not  attain  them;  and  I  wat  therdbn 
confirmed  in  the  do£lrines  of  nij  oM 
mailer,  and  thought  nothing  wormy  of 
my  care  but  the  meant  of  gainiug  or 
imparting  knowledge. 

This  purity  of  manners,  and  iotnfr- 
nefs  of  application,  foon  extended  mr 
renown,  and  I  was  applauded  by  tbofc 
whofe  opinion  I  then  thought  unlikely 
to  deceive  me,  at  a  youn^  man  that  gin 
uncommon  hopet  of  future  eminence. 
My  peiformancet  in  time  reached  my 
native  province,  and  my  relations  con* 
gratulated  themfelves  upon  the  new  ho* 
nours  that  were  added  to  their  family. 

I  returned  home  covered  with  acadc* 
mical  laurels,  and  fraught  with  criticifa 
and  philofophy.  The  wit  and  the  fcho« 
lar  excited  curiofity,  and  my  acquaint- 
ance was  folicited  by  innumerable  inri- 
tationt.  To  pleafc  will  always  be  ike 
wiih  of  benevolence,  to  be  adnured  mui 
be  the  conftant  aim  of  ambition;  aadi 
therefore  coafidered  myfelf  as  about  to 
receive  the  reward  of  my  honeft  labours, 
and  to  find  the  efficacy  of  learning  and 
of  virtue. 

The  third  day  nfier  my  arrival  I  dined 
at  the  houfe  of  a  gentleman  who  hti 
fummoncd  a  muUitude  of  his  friends  V 
the  annual  celebraticm  of  hit  wedding* 
day.  I  fet  forward  with  great  enl- 
tation,  and  thought  myfelf  hauspy  thit  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  difpUyuig  my 
knowledge  to  fo  numerout  an  afiemblyt 
I  felt  jio  (enfe  of  my  own  infufficie9cy» 
till  gOmgup  ftairt  to  tlic  dining-rooiDi  t 
heanl  tnc  mingled  roar  of  obftrepcrmi 
merriment.  I  wat  however  dilguibd 
rather  than  terrified,  and  went  fonvaid 
without  deje^ion.  The  whole  cooipsBT 
rofe  at  my  entrance;  but  when  I  fav  » 
mui^  c^t&  ^itt^  ^tooce  tipoa  ibc«  IwH 
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iiy  Tome  namctefs  powei*  which  I 
apofldble  to  be  refilted.  My  fight 
tzled,  my  cheeks  eiowed,  my 
>ns  were  confounded;  I  was 
by  the  multitude  of  eager  falu- 
and  returned  the  common  civi- 
ith  hefitation  and  impropriety  $ 
;  of  my  own  blunders  increafed 
fufion,  and  before  the  exchange 
ionics  allowed  me  to  fit  down,  I 
ly  to  fmk  under  the  oppreflion  of 
;  my  voice  grew  weak,  and  my 
vmbled. 

aifemhly  then  refumed  their 
ind  I  (at  with  my  eyes  fixed  upon 
und.  To  the  queftions  of  cu- 
or  the  appeals  of  cumplaifance, 
ftldom  amwer  but  with  negative 
lUblcs,  or  profcinons  of  igno- 
fw"  the  fubjefts  on  which  they 
id  were  fuch  as  are  feldom  dif- 
a  books  and  were  therefore  out 
ange  of  knowledge.  At  length 
:le^:yman,  who  rightly  conjec- 
le  reuon  of  my  conciienefs,  re- 
ne  b^  fome  quetlions  about  the 
ftatc  of  natural  knowledge,  and 
I  me,  by  an  aiipeai-ance  of  dou*;t 
pofition,  in  the  explic.iticn  and 
of  the  Newtonian  philufo]>hv. 
confcioufnefs  of  my  own  a)  >i  titles 
ne  from  depixfTion,  and  Icn^-  f:i- 
y  with  ray  fubjt^  enabled  nic  to 
cwithcsdc  and  volubility;  but 
r  I  might  pleafe  mylcif,  l' found 
tie  added  by  mv  di  monflratioii^ 
iklisfa^Uon  of  the  conipRny  anfi 
anmift,  who  knew  the  laws  of 
ation  too  well  to  detain  their  at- 
long  u)ion  an  unpleafing  topick, 
e  had  commended  my  artitencfs 
mprchenfton,  diirnirfed  thtf  coii- 
f,  and  reiivned  me  to  my  lurnier 
Seance  and  perplexity, 
r  dinner,  I  received  from  the  la- 
lio  had  heard  that  I  was  a  wir, 
itation  to  the  tea-table.  I  ron- 
led  myCcif  upon  an  cir)>orh:r.iry 
c  from  the  compa  n  y ,  w ho fc  ra  i t  ty 
to  be  tumultuous,  ami  iniKing 
icveral  hints  had  b<«n  dropped 
ifelcfliicfsof  univerfitief,  thr  folly 
c -learning,  and  the  awkwar<int:fs 
>lars.  To  the  ladies  therefore  I 
i<s  to  a  refuge  from  clamour,  in- 
\A  nillicity;  hut  found  my  hcarr 
(  I  approached  tl.eir  apnrtine:it« 
IS  a«'.amdilcuncerl(dby  the  crr*"- 
of  entrance,  and  confounded  bv 


the  neceflity  of  encountering  fo  manf 
eyes  at  once. 

When  I  fat  down  I  confidered  that 
fome  thine  pretty  was  always  faid  to  la- 
dies, ana  refolved  to  i-ecover  my  credit 
by  fome  elegant  oblcn'ation  or  graceful 
compliment.  I  applied  myfclf  to  the 
rccoilc^ion  of  all  that  1  had  read  or  heard 
in  praife  of  beauty,  and  endeavoured  to 
accommodate  fome  claffical  compliment 
to  the  pi'efent  occafion.  I  funk  into 
profound  meditation,  revolved  the  cha- 
ra^ers  of  the  heroines  of  old,  confidercil 
whatever  the  poets  have  fung  in  their 
praife,  and  after  having  borrowed  and 
invented,  chofen  and  rcjefled  a  thoufand 
fentiments,  which,  if  I  had  uttered  them^ 
would  not  have  been  underiiood,  I  w:'.s 
awakened  from  my  dream  of  Icjriitd 
gallantry  by  the  fervant  who  dilliibutcd 
tlie  tea. 

There  are  not  many  fituations  more 
inccflaiuly  unealy  than  tint  in  which  tlie 
man  is  placed  who  is  watching  an  op- 
portunity to  fpcok,  without  courage  to 
tjkc  it  when  it  is  oiFered,  and  who, 
ihuti^h  he  lefblves  to  mve  a  fjKcinien  of 
his  abilities,  always  linds  fome  reafon 
or  other  for  dchying  it  to  the  next  mi- 
nute. I  was  a()iani«rd  uf  filence,  yet 
couid  find  nothing  to  fay  of  elegance  or 
importance  equal  to  my  wiflies.  Tlie 
l.idie^,  afraid  of  my  leaniing,  thought 
themfelve*;  noi  ([iKiIiActl  to  propofe  any 
fiibjjft  of  prsTtic  to  a  man  i\*  famous  for 
d  Ipute,  and  theit:  was  nothing  on  either 
fide  but  imp  itiencp  :nul  vcxaiion. 

In  this  conf^i^t  <^f  fhame,  as  I  was  re- 
alTcmbling  niy  Icarter^d  fentiments,  and 
reiblving  to  force  my  imagination  to 
fome  fprightly  (ally,  had  juft  found  i 
vcr}-  happy  complim>.:nt,  by  too  much 
attention  to  my  own  mediTPtions,  T  fuf- 
ft  red  the  fnucLT  to  drop  from  my  hand. 
'I  lie  cup  was  broken,  the  bp^ogwas 
fc.'ldcd,  a  broca»'cd  |)ctticoar  was  (Gained, 
and  the  whole  allcmlily  wa^  thrown  into 
dilorder.  I  now  conlidere'l  all  hopes 
of  reputation  as  at  an  end,  and  while 
they  were  confolini;  an  J  alFilling  one 
another,  l>olc  away  in  filenc?. 

The  mifadventiuTS  of  this  unhappy 
day  are  not  yet  at  an  end  j  I  arn  afraid  of 
iTJCvtinp:  the  mtintfl  of  them  that  tii- 
umuhed  over  me  in  this  ft  ate  of  rtupidity 
aijci  contempt,  an:l  frel  the  rimctenx)rs 
er.croarhing  upon  my  heart  9t  the  fij,ht 
of  ihofc   who   oncf    imprefled    them.  . 
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^§ritn  itfelf.  Before  thofe  who  have 
£.•£11  me  connifed,  I  can  never  appear 
without  new  confufmn,  and  the  rcmcm- 
Knncc  of  the  weakncrs  which  I  fonnerly 
difcoveredy  hinder^  nic  from  acting  or 
fpcakinj;  with  my  natural  force. 

But  is  this  miluy,  Mr.  Ramhlei*, 
never  to  ccafc?  Have  I  fpent  my  life  in 
Awdy  only  to  become  the  liwrt  of  the 
i>;norant,  and  debarred  tnylelf  from  all 
the  common  cn'oymcnts  of  youth  to 
collcfk  ideas  which  muil  llecp  In  filence. 


and  form  opinions  which  I  nraft  nocdl- 
\-ulge?  Inform  me,  dear  Sir,  by  what 
means  I  may  refcue  my  faculties  from 
thrfe  fliackles  of  cowardice,  how  I  nuy 
rife  to  a  level  with  my  feJlow-being»i 
recal  my(elf  from  this  lans^uor  of  invo- 
luntary fubje^lion  to  the  free  exertioD  of 
my  intelle{l$y  and  add  to  the  powa-  of 
reafoning  the  liberty  of  fpecch. 
1  amy  Sir,  Src. 

VfRECUKDULUS. 


N<^  CLVIII.    SATURDAY,    SEPTEMBER  21,  1751. 

CKAMMATICI  CERTANT,    KT    ADHUC    SUB    JUDICK    LIS    KST«  HOR. 

CKITXCKfc  YET  CONTEND, 
AND   or    THEIR    VAIN     lU.'-P U  T INCS    FIND    NO    END.  FrANCIS* 


CRITICISM,  though  dignified  from 
the  ciuliell  aj;t.i  by  the  labours  of 
iiicu  eminent  for  knowLd^c  <uid  I'agaci- 
^■,  and,  ilncetlie  revival  of  polite  litera- 
ture, t!ie  favourite  ikudy  of  European 
icholarsy  has  not  yet  attainvil  the  ccr- 
winty  and  liability  of  i'cience.  The 
^iile^  hitherto  received  are  I'eldom  drawn 
from  any  fettled  principle  or  Icif- evident 
poltulaie,  or  adapte<i  to  the  natural  and 
uivoriable  conitiiution  or  things;  but 
will  be  found  upon  examination  the  ar- 
bitrary edi^s  of  iLgilbiors,  authorifed 
cnly  by  thcmlelves,  who,  out  of  various 
means  by  which  the  fame  end  may  be 
ariuincd,  felccled  fuch  as  hippened  to 
occur  to  their  own  rt^Hexion,  and  then, 
by  a  law  which  idluiiel's  and  timidity 
were  too  willing  to  obey,  prohibited  new 
experiments  of  wit;  reitrained  fancy  from 
the  indulgence  of  her  iniiate  inclination 
u>  hazard  and  adventurj,  and  cond..*n;n- 
eJ  ail  futuie  flights  of  genius  tu  purfue 
thepath  of  the  Meoniaa  eagle. 

This  authoiity  may  be  more  juftly 
cppokd,  as  it  is  apparently  dci  ived  from 
them  whom  they  endeavour  to  controul ; 
for  we  owe  few  of  the  rules  oi'  writing 
to  (he  acutcnt'is  of  criticks,  who  have 
ceneraily  no  otluT  merit  than  that,  hav- 
u)g  rca<l  the  works  of  great  autliors 
with  attention,  th?y  have  obfei'ved  the 
aara:tgcn:.ciit  of  their  matter,  or  the 
yra<.e^  of  ihwii  rxDrHfioni  and  then  ek> 
pectcd  hcnoui  uiid  reverence  for  precepts 
wfiich  they  ncvc:-  could  have  invented : 
io  thatprafticc  ha:>  intrwduced  i-ul'js, ei- 
ther than  rules  have  dirc<:iud  yric\ue. 
Far  shli  reaijn  the  la.w&  'jt  -jvet  j  Cy^- 


cies  of  writing  have  been  fettled  by  the 
ideas  of  him  who  firft  laifed  it  to  repu- 
tation, without  cnquij-y  whether  his 
performances  were  not  yet  fufceptible  of 
improvement.  The  excellencies  and 
faults  of  celebrated  wnters  have  been 
equally  recommended  to  pofterity ;  aixi 
fo  far  das  blind  reverence  prevailed,  diat 
even  the  number  of  tlieir  books  has  been 
thought  woithy  of  imitation. 

The  imagination  of  the  firft  authors 
of  lyrick  poetry  was  vehement  and  ra- 
pid, and  their  knowledge  various  and 
extvnfive.  Livine  in  an  age  when 
fcience  had  been  Tittle  cultivated,  and 
when  the  minds  of  their  auditoi'Sy  not 
being  accuilomed  to  accurate  infpcAioflt 
were  cafily  dazzled  by  glaring  ideas,  they 
appUvd  thcmfelves  to  inftrua,  rather  by 
Oiort  fentences  and  linking  thoughti, 
than  by  regular  argumentation;  and 
finding  attention  moi-e  fuccefsfuUy  ex- 
cited by  fudden  fallies  and  unexpeAed 
exclamations,  than  by  the  more  artful 
wtnd  placid  beauties  of  methodical  de- 
du^hrtn,  they  loofed  their  genius  to  it's 
own  courle,  palled  from  one  fentimcflt 
to  another  without  exprefling  the  inter- 
mediate ideas,  and  roved  at  large  over 
the  ideal  world  with  fuch  Itghtneis  and 
agility,  that  their  footlle|is  ai-c  fcarcelv 
to  be  traced. 

Fi-om  this  accidental  peniliarity  of 
the  ancient  writers  the  chticks  de- 
duce tiie  lilies  of  lyiick  poetry^  which 
they  have  fet  free  from  alb  the  laws 
by  which  other  cmnpofuions  are  cob- 
fkxvt'i^  ^Tv.d  allow  to  iiegle«Il  the  nice- 
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«•  and  to  wander  withcmt  re- 
na  one  (bene  of  imagery  to  ao- 

ter  of  later  timet  has,  by  the 
of  his  eilajrty  reconciled  man* 
be  fame  licenttoufhefs  in  ihort 
•nt;  and  he  therefore  who  wants 
irm  a  plan,  or  diligence  to  puir- 
ds  only  entitle  his  pafonnance 
to  acquire  the  right  of  heaping 
die  colleflions  of  half  his  life, 
irdcr,  coherence,  or  propriety, 
ing,  as  in  life,  fiults  are  endur- 
Jt  difgiift  when  they  are  aflb- 
rh  tranfcendent  merit,  and  roav 
Jmes  recommended  to  weak 
s  by  the  luftre  which  they  ob- 
their  union  with  excellence  5 
le  buHnefi  of  thofe  who  prefume 
tend  the  tafteor  morals  of  man - 
eparate  delufivc  combinations, 
inguifh  that  which  may  be 
om  that  which  can  only  be  ex- 
\s  vices  never  promote  happi- 
igh  when  overpowered  by  more 
1  more  numerous  virtues,  they 
»tally  delhoyit;  fo  conjfufton 
pilarity  produce  no  beauty, 
ley  cannot  always  obfti-u£l  the 
\  of  genius  and  learning.  To 
rom  one  truth  to  another,  and 
iftant  propofitions  by  regular 
ices,  is  the  great  prerogative 

Indepemient  and  unconne^- 
mts  flafhing  upon  the  mind  in 
cefiion,  may,  for  a  time,  dc- 
their  novelty,  but  they  differ 
xmatical  reafoning,  as  fmgle 
1  harmony,  as  glances  of  light- 
I  the  radiance  of  the  I'un. 

rules  are  thus  drawn,  rather 
cedents  than  reufon,  there  is 
It. only  from  the  faults  of  an 
ut  from  the  errors  of  thofc 
:iie  his  works  j  fmce  they  may 
ead  thcirpupils  by  falfe reprc- 
9  as  the  Ciceronian*  of  the  lix- 
ituiy  were  bctrayeil  into  bar- 
y  corrupt  copies  of  their  dar- 
er. 

fbtbliHied  at  prcfent,  that  the 
lines  of  a  poem,  in  which  the 
bjeft  is  prouofed,  muft  be  void 

and  embellishment.  <  The 
itrf  Parad-fe  Loft,'  fays  Ad- 
\n  periiaps  as  plain,  Ample, 
kdonicd,  as  any  of  the  whole 
in  which  pciticular  the  author 
formed  htmfelf  to  the  example 
a^  aiidt&e/wrcq>to/"iteacc/ 
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This  obienrttion  feemt  to  hsrc  been 
made  by  an  implicit  adoption  of  the 
common  opinion  without  coniideratioa 
either  of  tne  precept  or  example.  Had 
Horace  been  confiuted,  he  would  hai-e 
been  found  to  direcl  only  what  (hovild 
be  compriicd  in  the  proportion,  not 
how  it  mould  be  expreifeiC  and  to  have 
commended  Homer  in  oppoiition  to  a 
meaner  poet,  not  for  the  gnduai  ekva. 
tion  of  Vis  diAion,  but  the  judicious 
expansion  of  his  plan ;  for  difpbying 
unpromifed  events,  not  for  producing 
unexpe^ed  elegancies. 

■  Sptnofa  dibmc  wlrackla  fremiti 

Aut'^sttm  ScyiJamfiMf  et  turn  CjcUft  Cbu. 

ryhi'm. 
But  from  a  clouil  of  fmoke  he  breaks  co  lights 
And  pours  his  fpecioui  miracles  to  Hghtj 
Anciphaccs  his  hideout  fesft  devotirs, 
Charjbdis  barks,  and  Polypbemns  roars. 

FlANCIt, 

If  the  exordial  verfes  of  Homer  be 
compared  with  the  reft  of  the  poemt 
they  will  not  appear  remarkable  for 
plamnefs  or  fimplicity,  but  rather  emi^ 
nently  adorned  and  illuminated. 


n«XXjtfy  y  awpyn-aw  ioiTocf  et,  k,  f909  iytm 
n*XX«  y  *iy  h  mirrm  voBiiiXyiti  fv  j|»7^ 

Bl\UWy 

*A AX '  omJ  5c  «Tf •ii/f  ifivra'dl§  tf/Mivo;  wtf 

Tiv  i'^^^tr  yt,  Bia,  Bv/art-  A^sf,   ilwi  mm 

The  man.  for  wlfHom's  various  arts  renown*d^ 
L^ng  ex-rcis'd  in  woes,  Q  mufcl  relbund* 
Who,  when  his  arm*  had  wrouirht  the  dcT* 

tin'd  U\ 
Ot*  facrcd  Tnw,  and  rst'd  her  hrav'n-btiilt 

Wall, 

WandYm-  from  dime  to  dime  obferrant 

ftray'd, 
TJwir  manners  noted,  and  their  ftates  fur* 

vcy'd. 
On  (lormy  fcas,  unnumbcr'<}  toils  he  bore, 
SatV  wlrli  his  frico^^  to  ga'n  his  natal  flioftf 
Vain  toils'  their  inripioitg  f.  IN  dar'd  Cipicy 
i}n  herd*  devoted  to  the  jud  of  <*ty. 
The  god  vindiaUe  dmm'd  them  never  mom 
(Ah,  men  unbkfi'd!)  to  touch  that  natal 

ihofe.  ^ 

O  fnatch  Come  ff>\ <y^  fA  ^t^^  %^\ ^v^m\  At ^ 
CeleftUl  n^nfel  and  \9  <mr  xwVi  nX^c^. 
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The  /Irft  vwfw  ef  the  Ilitd  are  in  like 
manner  particuUrly  (plendid,  «nd  the 
propoTition  of  the  Eneid  clofes  with 
di(:nity  and  magnificence  not  often  to 
be  found  even  in  the  poetry  of  Virgil. 

The  intent  of  the  introdtif>ion  is  to 
raiie  ezpeftation,  and  fnfpend  it;  fome- 
thing  therefore  muft  he  difcovered,  and 
fomething  concealed;  and  the  poet, 
while  die  fertility  of  his  invention  is  yet 


unknonrn,    miy  propcrl^r  reconnwol 
him  Pel  f  by  the  grace  of  his  language. 

He  that  rereals  too  rouch^  or  promifa 
too  h'ttle;  he  that  never  irritates  theia- 
telle^lual  appetite,  or  that  immediatriy 
fatjates  it,  equally  defeats  his  own  par- 
pofe.  It  is  neceflfary  to  the  pleafure  of  the 
reader,  that  the  e\'cnts  fhouKl  not  bcaitti- 
cipated ;  and  how  then  can  his  attention  be 
invited,  but  by  grandeur  of  expreffion? 


N'CLIX.    TUESDAY,   SEPTEMBER  24,    1751, 


SUNT  VEKBA  IT  VOCES,  qUXBOS  IIUNC  LZVIHl   DOLOKBM 
roS&IS  ZT  MAOMAM  MuRBI  DEPONLKZ  PAR  I  CM. 

THt  POW*R  or  WOKTI,  AND  SOOTHlNC   SOVNf>S,  APPKASB 
THE  RAGING  PAIK,    ANDLEiSCN   THE   DISEASE. 


Hoi. 


Fbavcis. 


TH  E  imhccility  with  which  Vere- 
cundulus  complains  that  the  pre- 
fcnce  of  a  numerous  aflTeinbly  freezes 
his  faculties,  is  particularly  incident  to 
-'"the  ftudious  part  of  mankind,  whofe 
education  neceflUrily  fecludes  them  in 
their  earlier  years  from  mingled  con- 
verfe;  till  at  their difmiirion  from  fchools 
and  acndemies  they  plunge  at  once  into 
the  tumult  of  the  world,  and  coming 
forth  from  the  gloom  of  folitude  arc 
overpowered  by  the  blaze  of  p\iblick 
life. 

It  is  perhaps  kindly  provided  by  na- 
ture, that,  as  the  feathers  and  ftrength 
of  a  bird  grow  together,  and  her  wings 
are  not  completed  till  flie  is  able  to  fly,  fo 
fome  proponion  ftiould  be  prefcrved  in 
the  human  kind  between  judgment  and 
courage;  the  precipitation  of  inexperi- 
ence is  therefore  reftrained  by  fhame, 
and  wt  remain  fhackled  by  timidity,  till 
we  have  learned  to  fpcak  and  a£l  with 
propriety. 

I  believe  few  can  review  the  days  of 
their  youth,  without  recollcfting  temp- 
tations, which  fliame,  rather  than  vir- 
tue,  enabled  them  to  refill;  and  opi- 
nions which,  however  erroneous  in  their 
principles,  and  dangeroufi  in  their  con- 
icqucnces,  they  have  panitd  to  advance 
at  the  hazard  of  contempt  and  hatred, 
when  they  found  themfelves  irrefidiblv 
depreiTed  by  a  languid  anxiety,  whicn 
feized  them  at  the  moment  of  utterance,' 
and  ftill  gathered  ftrength  from  their 
f  ndeavours  to  reiift  it. 

it  gCAtfally  happen)  thai  «&axiMft 


keeps  an  even  pace  with  ability,  and  die 
fear  of  mifcarriage,  which  hinders  our 
firft  attempts,  is  graduallv  diflipatcd  n 
our  (kill  ailvances  towards  cerrainty  of 
fuccefs.  That  baftifulnefs  theretbre 
which  prevents  difgrace,  that  fliort  vA 
temporaiy  (hanie  >N^ich  fccures  us  fna 
the  danger  of  lading  reproach,  camioi 
be  proi)crly  counted  among  ourmii* 
fortunes. 

Bafhfulnefs,  however  it  may  incom- 
mode for  a  moment,  fcarcely  everpf«< 
duces  evils  of  long  continuance;  it  atf 
flufh  the  cheek,  flutter  in  the  heart,  d^ 
je6l  the  eyes,  and  enchain  the  ton^ 
but  it*s  mifchiefs  ibon  pafs  oflf  with- 
out remembrance.  It  may  fomctiiiKi 
exclude  pleafure,  but  feldom  opens  any 
avenue  to  forrow  or  remorfc. 

It  is  obferved  fomcwhere,  that  fi^ 
ba*vi  nfeiUed  §f  bavimg  firh^m  M 

To  excite  oppofition,  and  inflv* 
malevolence,  is  the  unlnppy  prifjkff 
of  courage  made  arrogant  W  confcion- 
nefs  of  ftrength.  No  man  nndt  inhin< 
felf  any  inchnation  to  attack  or  cppofe 
him  who  confefles  his  fuperiorityl^y 
blulhin^  in  his  prefenee.  Qjialities  ex- 
erted with  apparent  fetrfulnefs,  reoon 
applaufe  from  ever?  voice,  and  fopport 
from  every  hand.  t)iffidence  may  check 
refolution,  and  obftru^  peifoniMUWt 
but  compenfatea  it*s  emharraflmaBts  by 
more  important  advantages;  it  coa- 
ciliates  the  proud,  and  ibftenathe  fe*tRi  | 
vittn  ctLV^  from  cxcdkaoej  ind  cxa* 
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lay  indeed  happen  that  knowledge 
irtue  remain  too  long  congealed 
s  frigoriiicic  power,  as  the  prin- 
oF  vegetation  are  fometimes  ob- 
m1  by  lingering  frofts.  He  that 
late  into  a  pubKck  ilation,  though 
all  the  abilities  requifite  to  the 
rgc  of  his  duty,  will  find  hi$ 
«  at  firft  impeded  by  a  timidity 
.  he  himfelf  knows  to  be  vicious, 
mft  ftruggle  long  againtt  dcjcftion 
elu6bince,  before  he  obtains  the 
smmand  of  his  own  attention,  and 
iie  gracefulnefs  of  cafe  to  the  dig- 
»f  merit. 

■  this  difeafe  of  the  mind  I  know 
hether  any  remedies  of  much  ef- 
can  be  found.  To  advife  a  man 
uftomed  to  the  eyes  of  multitudes 
unt  a  tribunal  without  perturba- 
totell  himwhofe  life  has  pafled  in 
hades  of  contemplation,  that  he 
not  be  di (concerted  or  peqplexed 
eiving  and  returning  the  compli- 
(  of  a  fplendid  aifembly,  is  to  ad- 
n  inhabitant  of  Brafil  or  Sumatra 
>  ihiverat  an  Englifh  winter,  or 
vho  has  always  liy^  upon  a  plain 
3k  from  a  precipice  without  emo- 
It  ts  to  fuupofe  cuilom  indantane- 
controllable  by  reafon,  and  to  en- 
>ur  to  communicate  by  precept  that 
I  only  time  and. habit  can  beftow. 
that  hopes  by  philofophy  and  con- 
idon  atone  to  fortify  himfelf  a- 
t  diat  awe  which  all,  at  their  firfl 
jrance  on  the  flage  of  life>  mufl 
from  the  fpe61ators,  will,  at  the 
of  need,  be  mocked  by  his  i-efo- 
i;  and  I  doubt  whether  the  pre- 
ives  which  Plato  relates  Alcibiades 
?c  received  from  Socrates,  when  be 
dxmt  to  fpeak  in  publick,  proved 
lent  to  fecure  him  irom  the  power- 
tfcination. 

t  as  the  efSe^ls  of  time  may  by  art 
tdufby  be  accelerated  or  retarded, 
AOt  be  improper  to  confider  how 
tnnibkfbme  inflin6l  may  be  op- 
ivhen  it  exceeds  if  s  juft  propor- 
^ui  inilead  of  reprtlling  petulance 
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and  temerity,  filences  eloquence,  and 
debilitates  force;  fmce,  though  it  can- 
not be  hoped  that  anxiety  fhould  be  im- 
mediately difnpated,  it  may  be  at  leaft 
fomewhat  abated;  and  the  pafTions  will 
operate  with  lefs  violence,  when  reafofi 
rifes  againft  them,  than  while  fhe  either 
flumbers  in  neutrality,  or,  miftaking 
her  intereft,  lends  tliem  her  afTiflance. 

No  caufe  more  frequently  producer 
bafhfulnefs  than  too  high  an  opinion  of 
our  own  importance.  He  that  imagines 
an  afTembly  filled  with  his  merit,  panting 
with  expectation,  and  hulhed  with  at- 
tention, eafily  terrifies  hiinlclf  with  the 
dread  of  difappointing  them,  and  Itrains 
his  imagination  in  purfuitof  ibmething 
'that  may  vindicate  the  veracity  of  fame, 
and  fhew  that  his  reputation  was  not 
gained  by  chance.  He  confiders,  that 
what  he  fhall  fay  or  do  will  never  be 
forgotten;  that  renown  or  infamy  are 
fufpended  upon  every  fyllable,  and  that 
nothing  ought  to  fall  from  him  which 
will  not  bear  the  teft  of  time.  Under 
fuch  folicitude,  ^ho  can  wonder  that 
the  mind  is  overwhelmed,  and  bv  fbiig- 
gling  with  attempts  above  her  ftrength. 
Quickly  fmks  into  languifhment  and  de- 
ijpondency? 

The  moft  ufeful  medicines  are  often 
unpleafing  to  the  taftfe.  Thofe  who  are 
opprefTed  by  their  own  reputation,  will 
perhaps  not  be  comforted  by  hearing 
tliat  their  cares  are  unnecefTary.  But 
the  truth  is,  that  no  man  is  much  re- 
garded by  the  itfi  of  the  world.  He 
that  confiders  how  little  he  dwells  upon 
the  condition  of  others,  will  learn  now 
little  the  attention  of  others  is  atti-afted 
by  himfelf.  While  we  fee  multitudes 
paffing  before  us,  of  whom  perhaps  not 
one  appeals  to  dcferve  our  notice,  or  ex- 
cite our  fymuathy,  we  fhould  remem- 
ber, that  we  likewtfe  ai^e  lofl  in  the  fame 
throng;  that  the  eye  which  happens  to 
glance  upon  us  is  turned  in  a  moment 
on  him  that  follows  us,  and  that  the  ut- 
mofl  which  we  can  reafonably  hope  or 
fear,  is  to  fill  a  vacant  hour  with  prat- 
tle, and  be  forgotten. 
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world/  fays  I«ocke,  *  has 
•eoplc  of  all  forts.'  As  in 
hurry  produced  by  the  fuper- 
)me,  and  nccefHties  of  others, 
td  to  (land  ftill  for  want  of 
t,  (o  in. the  in  numerable  gra- 
ability,  and  endlefs  varieties 
d  inclination,  no  employment 
mt  for  want  of  a  man  qua- 
chargc  it. 

>robabIy  the  natural  ftate  of 
!,  but  it  is  fo  much  deform-, 
dl  and  paiTion,  that  the  be- 
i  ada(>tation  of  men  to  things 
lys  perceived.  The  folly  or 
t  tliofe  who  fct  their  fcrvices 
lines  them  to  boaft  of  qua- 
which  they  do  not  poUefs, 
t  bufinefs  which  they  do  not 
;  and  they  who  have  the 
iTigning  to  others  the  tafk  of 
lorn  honcfl  or  feldom  happy  in 
lations.  Patrons  are  corrupt- 
re,  cheated  by  credulity,  oro- 
i  by  refiftlcfs  lolicitatioii.They 
nes  too  (b-ongly  influenced 
prejudices  of  friendihip,  or 
nee  of  virtuous  companion. 
!ver  cool  reafon  may  direct, 
ify  for  a  raan  of  tender  and 
eoodnefs  to  overlook  the  im- 
te£l  of  his  own  a^lions,  by 
I  eyes  m>on  regioter  confe- 
nd  to  do  that  which  ixnift 
tpaiiufor  the  fake  of  obviat- 
tt  uii;k]i,  orkcaring  advan- 
i  to  come.  Whzt  U  lUiUsX 
>blcure,  und,  when  w«  have 


no  wifh  to  fee  it,  eallly  efcapes  OTSr  no^ 
tice,  or  takes  fuch  a  form  as  defire  or 
imagination  bellows  upon  it. 

Every  man  might  for  the  fame  reafon, 
in  the  multitudes  that  fwarnt  about  him» 
find  fome  kindred  mind  with  which  he 
could  unite  in  conHdenceand  friendihip; 
yet  we  fee  many  (h-agffiing  fmgle  about 
the  world,  unhappy  ^r  want  of  an  ai^ 
fociate,  and  pining  with  the  neceility  of 
confining  their  fentimcnts  to  their  own 
bofoms. 

This  inconvenience  arifes  in  like  man- 
ner from  ftruggles  of  the  will  againft 
the  underilanding.  It  is  not  often  dif- 
ficult to  find  a  fuitable  companion*  if 
every  raan  would  be  content  with  fudi 
as  he  is  qualified  to  pieafe.  But  if  vanity 
tempts  him  to  forfake  his  rank,  and 
poft  himfelf  araon?  thofe  with  whom 
.no  common  intersS  or  mutual  pleafure 
can  ever  unite  him,  he  mufl  always  liva 
in  a  ftate  of  unfociol  £bparation,  with^ 
jout  tendamefs  and  without  truii:. 

There  are  many  natures  which  can 
-never  approach  within  a  certain  dilbnce* 
and  which,  when  any  irregular  motive 
impels  them  towards  contafV,  feem  to 
ftart  b&ck  from  each  other  by  funic  in- 
vincible repulfion.  There  arc  others 
^hich  immediately  cohere  whenever  they 
come  into  the  reach  of  mutual  attrao 
don,  and  wi^K  tery  little  formality  c^ 
prepai-atioo  mingle  intimately  as  foon  as 
they  meet.  Every  man*  wKonv  ^vtXvet 
buuncfs  or  cuno^w  \\^  >\i\Qwtk  ^\\w^ 
into  the  wo\\d>  vf\\\  T^cQ\fc&.  xs^^sc^  \tw- 
ilaucei  o£  Coudivefe  ^tkd  e:\^\\*,  >»^^^ 
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have  forcfd  thtmrdvos  upon  him  with- 
out the  intervention  of  hi>  judgment; 
of  dilpofitions  to  court  Ibmc  and  avoid 
others,  when  he  could  aflign  no  rcafon 
for  the  preference,  or  none  ailwiuate  to 
the  violence  of  his  paflions;  of  inriuencc 
that  ai;\cd  inftantancoully  upon  his 
mind,  and  which  no  arguments  or  per- 
luafions  could  ever  overcome* 

Among  thofe  with  whom  time  and 
intercourle  have  made  11s  fimiliar,  we 
feel  our  affections  divided  in  different 
|)roiH)rtions  without  much  regard  to  mo- 
lal  or  intellectual  merit.  Kvcry  man 
knows  lomc  whom  he  cannot  induce 
himielf  to  trult,  though  he  has  no  rea- 
ion  to  fufpeft  that  they  would  betray 
him;  thofe  to  whom  he  cannot  complain, 
though  he  never  obfervcd  them  to  want 
compaffion;  thofe  in  wliofc  prefcnce  he 
never  can  be  gay,  though  excited  by 
invitations  to  inirth  and  freedom  j  and 
thofe  from  whom  he  cannot  be  content 
to  receive  inftruftion,  though  they  never 
infultcd  his  ignorance  by  contempt  or 
often  tation. 

That  much  regard  is  to  be  had  to 
thofe  inllin6ls  of  "kindncfs  and  diflikc, 
or  that  reafon  ihould  blindly  follow 
them,  I  am  far  from  intending  to  in- 
culcate: it  is  very  certain  that  by  in- 
dulgence we  may  give  them  ftrcngth 
which  thc^'  have  not  from  nature,  and 
almoft  evciy  example  of  ingratitude  and 
treachery  proves,  that  l^y  obeying  them 
we  may  ct»mmil  our  happintfs  to  thofe 
who  arc  very  unv/orthy  of  fo  great  a 
trull.  But  it  may  delervc  to  be  remai'k- 
ed,  that  fmce  fc\v  coiitcnd  much  with 
their  inclinations,  ir  i-;  i.cnrnilly  vain  to 
folic  it  the  iroofUwiil  ot  thofe  whom  we 
pcitcivp  till  IS  involuntarily  'jiienatcd 
from  usj  !.i  iilier  knowlcdf^c  nor  virtue 
ivill  reconcile  antipathy,  and  though  of- 
licioulhcfs  may  for  a  time  be  admitted, 
and  dili>;enco  ajiplauiled,  thty  will  at 
li.'.l  be  diimiiud  with  coldncfs,  or  dif- 
couragtil  i>y  negleft'. 

Some  have  indetd  an  occult  power  of 
fttaiinr;  vy^n  the  atfeclions,  of  excit- 
ing univcrijl  bent:Volcnce,  and  difpofmg 
every  heart  to  fondnefs  and  friendship. 
But'this  is  a  fdicity  granted  only  to  the 
favcurires  of  nature.  Thegrtateryart 
cf  mankind  find  a  different  reception 
from  ditfv-Yv-nt  dirix>iition*;  they  lume- 
times  uhtaiu  une.-:^^e6tcti  carefTes  from 
ti-.oic  whom  they  never  Hatt».rtd  with 
vnainmiun  regjird,  av.d  fomtumos  ex- 
Aiu/i  aij  their  aiis  of  p'lcttlin^^  nw'wUqu^ 


cffea.  To  thefe  it  is  necefTary  to  kwk 
round  and  attempt  ever)*  breaft  in  which 
they  find  virtue  fufficient  for  the  foon- 
dation  of  friendOiip;  to  enter  into  the 
crowd,  and  try  whom  chance  will  offer 
to  their  notice,  till  they  fix  on  fome  tem- 
per congenial  to  their  own,  as  the  mag- 
net rolled  in  the  dufl  collc6ls  the  frag- 
ments of  it*8  kindred  metal  from  a  thou- 
fand  particles  of  other  fubflances. 

Every  man  mufl  have  remarked  the 
facility  with  which  the  kindncfs  of  others 
is  fometiraes  sained  by  thofe  to  whom 
he  never  could  have  imparted  his  own. 
We  are  by  our  occupations,  educatioc, 
and  habits  of  life,  divided  almofl  mto 
different  fpecies,  which  regard  one  ano- 
ther for  tlie  mod  part  with  lirom  and  ma- 
lignity. Each  of  thcfe  claffes  of  the 
human  race  has  defn^'s,  fears,  and  con- 
verlation,  vexations  and  merriment, 
peculiar  to  itlclf;  cares  which  another 
cannot  feel;  pleafures  which  he  cannot 
partake;  and  modes  of  expitfling  every 
fdnfation  which  he  cannot  undcrfland. 
That  frolick  which  (hakes  one  man  wiA 
laughter,  will  convulfc  another  wth  ic- 
dignation;  the  ftrain  of  jocularity  which 
in  one  place  obtains  treats  and  patro- 
nage, would  in  another  be  heard  with 
indifference,  and  in  a  third  withabho:- 
rcncc. 

To  raife  eilecm  we  mufl  benefit  otbcn; 
to  procore  lovt  we  miift  pleafe  them. 
Ariflotle  obfervc^,  that  old  men  dc  hot 
readily  form  friend fhips,  bccaufe  thtf 
are  not  eafily  fufccptible  of  nleafurr. 
He  that  can  contribute  to  the  hdarity  ot 
the  vacant  hour,  or  partake  with  equal 
gull  the  favourite  amuiement,  he  whcle 
mind  is  employed  on  the  fame  objciitfi 
and  who  thcrefoi-c  ftevei*  harafles  theun- 
dcrflanding  with  unaccuftomcd  ideas, 
will  be  welcomed  with  ardour,  andlet't 
with  regret,  unlcfs  he  deflroys  thofe  re- 
commendations by  faults  with  which 
peace  and  fecunty  cannot  confift. 

It  were  happy  if,  in  forming  friend-  | 
(hips,  virtue  could  concur  with  pieafurr; 
but  the  greatcfl  part  of  human  grttifi- 
cations  approach  fo  nearly  to  vice,  tfait 
fir^'v  who  make  the  delight  of  othcn 
their  rule  of  conduA,  can  avoid  difin- 
genuous  compliances;  yet  certainly  he 
that  fuffers  himfelf  to  be  driven  or  allur- 
ed from  virtue,  miftakes  hia  own  inte- 
reil,  fmce  he  gains  fttccour  bj  meanif 
for  which  his  friend,  if  ever  he  becomes 
Wv^c,  Tcv>\^  ^cctrcvVvoci)  vui  for  wfaxch  at 
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MR.    HAMBLER. 
If 

)  U  have  formerly  obfeiTcd  that 
curiofity  often  teiininates  in  bar- 
owledge,  and  that  the  mind  is 
ti\  to  ftudy  and  enquiry  rather 
uneafinefs  of  ienorance,  than  the 
r  profit.  Nothing  can  be  of  lefs 
ance  to  any  prefent  interell  than 
[tune  of  thofe  who  have  been 
•ft  in  the  grave,  and  from  whom 
5  now  can  be  hoped  or  feared, 
roufe  the  zeal  of  a  true  antiquaiy, 
tore  is  necefiary  than  to  mention 
which,  mankind  have  conlpired 
et)  he  will  make  his  way  to  re- 
«nes  of  a£lion  through  oblcurity 
3ntradi£lion,  as  Tully  fought 
bufhes  and  bi'ambles  the  tomb  of 
nedes. 

not  eafy  to  difcover  how  it  con- 
lim  that  gathers  the  produce,  or 
s  the  rent  of  an  eftate,  to  know 
h  what  families  the  land  has  paf- 
10  is  regiftered  in  tlie  Conqueror's 
as  it^s  pofleflbr,  how  often  it  has 
jrfeitcd  by  u-eafon,  or  how  often 
y  prodigality.  The  power  or 
of  the  prefent  inhabitants  of  a 
y  cannot  be  much  increafed  by  an 
y  after  the  names  of  thofe  bar- 
B,  who  deftroyed  one  another 
'  centuries  ago,  in  contefts  for 
liter  of  woods  or  convenience  of 
igc.  Yet  we  fee  that  no  man  can 
reft  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  new 
ie  till  he  has  learned  the  hiftory 
grounds  firom  the  ancient  inha- 
( of  the  parilh,  and  that  no  nation 
to  record  the  scions  of  their  an- 
,  however  bloody,  favage,   and 

9Ut. 

!  fame  difpoiidon,  as  different  op- 
ities  call  it  forth,  difcovers  itfelf 
U  or  little  things.  I  have  always 
It  it  unworthy  of  a  wife  man  to 
T  in  total  inaaivity,  only  1)€caufc 
ppent  to  have  no  employment 
to  hit  ambition  or  gemus;  it  is 
f«  jnjr  cutem  to  apply  my  attcn« 


tion  to  the  objecls  before  me,  and  as  I 
cannot  think  any  place  wholly  unwor« 
thy  of  notice  tliat  affords  a  habitatioa 
to  a  man  of  letters,  I  have  collefted  the 
hiftory  and  antiquities  of  the  feveral  gar- 
rets in  which  I  have  reHded. 

^antulacvr.jue  eJHsf  'vcs  ego  magna  voeom 
How  fmall  Co  others,  but  bow  great  to  me  1 

Many  of  thcfe  narratives  my  induftiy 
has  been  able  to  extend  to  a  confider- 
able  len^;  but  the  woman  with  whom 
I  now  lodge  has  lived  only  eighteen 
months  in  the  houfe,  and  can  give  no 
account  of  it's  ancient  revolutionsj  the 
plailtercr  having,  at  her  entrance,  ob- 
literated, by  his  white-wa(h,  all  the 
fmoky  memorials  which  former  tenants 
had  left  upon  the  ceilin?.  and  perhaps 
drawn  the  veil  of  oblivion  over  politi- 
cians, philofophers,  and  poets. 

When  I  firlt  cheapened  my  lodgings, 
the  landlady  told  me,  that  (he  hoped  I 
was  not  an  author,  for  tlic  lodgers  on 
the  firit  floor  had  (lipulatcd  that  the  up- 
per rooms  lliould  not  be  occupied  by  a 
nwfy  trade.  I  very  readily promi fed  to 
give  no  difturbance  to  her  family,  and 
foon  difpatched  a  bargain  on  the  ufual 
terms. 

I  had  not  flept  many  nights  in  my 
new  apai'tment  before  I  b^an  to  en- 
quire after  my  predccefTors,  and  found 
my  landlady,  whofe  imagination  is  fill- 
ed chiefly  with  her  own  affairs,  very 
ready  to^ive  me  information. 

Curiouty,  like  all  other  defires,  pro- 
duces pain  as  well  as  pleafure.  Before 
(he  began  her  narrative,  I  had  heated  my 
head  with  expeftations  of  adventuret 
and  difcoverics,  of  elegance  in  difguife, 
and  learning  in  diftrefs;  and  was  lomo* 
what  mortified  when  I  heard  that  the 
firfl  tenant  was  a  tailor,  of  whom  no* 
thing  was  remembered  but  that  he  com- 
plained of  his  room  for  want  of  light; 
and  after  having  lodged  in  it  a  month, 
luid  paid  only  %  vtftk.^  tt.tki)^'vi«'fidb&.^ 
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piece  of  cloth  which  he  was  tniftcd  to 
cut  out,  and  was  forcctl  to  make  a  pre- 
cipitate reueat  from  tilts  quaiter  of  the 
town. 

The  next  wis  a  young  woman  newly 
•rrivtd  from  the  country,  who  lived  tor 
€vc  weeks  with  great  rc^ubrity,  and 
became  by  frequent  tuMts  very  much 
riie  favourite  of  the  famjly,  hut  at  laft 
recf;ivcd  viilts  fo  frcqiitntly  from  a 
coufin  in  Chciipude,  that  flic  hroii^;ht 
the  reputation  of  th-j  Iv.iil'c  ir.todan-^cr, 
and  was  thcrct'orc  dilmiJlld  witli  ^ooJ 
advice. 

Tbo  rc'om  thjn  flood  jnipty  for  a  fort- 
nii^htj  mv  iar.dludy  l:v'i;an  to  think  that 
fl-.c  ha.l  ;uJ-oi  hardly, "lir.d  oft^-n  wUht-d 
fdi"  fuch  another  loj-.g^r.  At  lalt  an 
elderly  mun  of  a  pnvc  aipect  ixxA  t!ie 
bill,  and  hiir:,-a'ned  for  the  room  at  the 
vciy  fi ril  pi  ice  that  was  w  flee* I .  He  1  i  ved 
In  cloio  retirement,  feldom  v/ent  out  rill 
CN'enini^,  ar.J  then  r^ttirnjd  early,  fonit- 
times  chcerfid,  and  at.  oihcr  times  de- 
jtilcd.  It  u'as  remarkable,  tn:it  what- 
ever he  pwrchafed,  h-:  never  l;r.  1  I'mall 
money  in  his  pocket,  Mid  tlinr.gh  cool 
and  tcmpcralc  on  other  occanoiis,  was 
always  vehement  and  Itormy  till  he  re- 
ceived his  change.  He  paid  his  rent 
with  gieat  cxaftnefs,  aiul  feldom  failed 
Dnce  a  week  to  requite  m.y  landlady's 
civility  with  a  fiij)p?r.  At  lalt,  liich  is 
the  fate  of  liuman  felieity,  the  houle 
was  alarmed  at  midnirjht  by  the  con- 
liable,  who  demanded  to  fearch  the  trai^- 
rct«.  My  landlady  aPiiuing  him  "tlr.it 
be  had  miftaken  the  door,  conduiled 
him  up  Itairs,  wliere  he  found  the  tools 
of  a  coiner;  bi.ii  the  tv.nant  h.ni  eiavled 
along  tl\e  roof  to  ao  e:npty  houiL*,  and 
ct'capccij  much  to  the  joy  of  my  lund- 
iady,  who  declart.s  him  a  very  honell 
man,  and  wonders  why  any  boilyfliould 
be  hang:ed  for  makini,'  money  when  fuch 
numbcri.  are  in  want  of  it.  She;  however 
conftifcs  th:»t  ihe  flnil  for  the  future 
always  qucition  the  .chandler  of  thofe 
who  tidce  her  gairet  without  bearing 
down  the  nrice. 

The  bill  was  then  placed  ar:ain  in  the 
windoNv,  and  tliepoor  woman  was  tL:*zcd 
for  foven  weeks  by  innumerable  paffen- 
gcrs,  who  obliged  h:r  to  climb  with 
them  every  hour  up  five  (lories,  and  then 
dilliked  the  profpeA,  hated  the  noife  of 
a  publick  llrect,  thought  the  Kairs  nar- 
row,  objt6>ed  to  a  low  ceiling,  required 
the  walls  to  be  hxmg  with  tielh  y^^V^^v, 
Mikei  que/L'ous  about  the  nt:\^'i\\)0VLr- 


hood,  could  not  think  of  Uvlnfir  fo  far 
from  their  acquaintance,  wilneJ  the 
windows  had  looked  to  the  fouth  rather 
than  the  weft,  told  how  the  door  and 
chinmey  mii^ht  have  been  better  difpoled, 
bid  her  halt  the  price  that  flie  alke-i,  or 
prom  ill.  d  to  give  her  corncH  tlie  next 
day,  and  came  no  more. 

At  lalt,  a  fnort  meagi-e  man,  in  a  tar- 
uifhed  waillcoat,  defired  to  (ce  the  gir« 
ret,  and  when  he  had  ftipulated  for  two 
long  (lidves,  and  a  larger  table,  liirci 
it  at  a  low  rate.  When  the  affair  wai 
complete.!,  he  looked  round  him  with 
great  fat  is  faction,  and  repeated  feme 
word-,  which  the  woman  did  not  \in»liT- 
ilLHiH.  In  two  days  he  brought  a  ptit 
box  of  books,  took  poifcflion  of  hlj 
room,  and  lived  Tcry  moffenfivcly,  ex- 
cept that  he  frequently  dilhu'l^cd  the  in. 
habitants  of  the  next  floor  by  unfenr>n- 
able  noifes.  He  was  generally  i.*:  YA 
at  nuon,  but  from  evening  to  niidnljjhl 
he  fometimes  talked  aloud  with  pvA 
vehemence,  fometimes  llamped  a*  in 
rage,  fometimes  threw  down  his  pt^ktr, 
then  clattered  his  chairs,  then  fat  down 
in  deep  thought,  and  again  burlt  out  in- 
to louil  vociferations;  fometimes  he 
would  figh  as  opprefled  with  mifcTy,ani 
I'ometimes  (hake  with  convuhive  hug^ 
ter.  When  he  encountered  any  of  the 
family,  he  gave  way  or  bowed,  but  rait- 
ly  ipoke,  except  that  as  he  went  «p  I 
tlairs  he  often  repeated—  1 

This  habitant  th*  aerial  regions  boat'^i 

hard  woixls,  to  which  his  ncighhoun 
lilleneil  fo  often,  that  they  learned  them 
without  underilanding  them.  Whit 
was  his  employment  flic  did  not  Ttntuit 
to  afk  him,  but  at  lall  heai*d  a  printer's 
boy  enouire  for  the  author. 

Kly  landlady  was  very  often  advifal 
to  beware  of  this  ftrange  man,  who^ 
though  he  was  quiet  for  tlie  prcfent, 
might  perhaps  become  outrageous  in  iht 
hci  months;  but  as  flie  was  punctually 
p:tid,  flie  could  not  And  any  fufiicient 
reaibn  for  difmifling  him,  till  one  niehl 
he  convinced  her,  by  fetting  fire  to  nil 
curtains,  that  it  was  not&fe  to  hafen 
author  for  her  inmate. 

She  had  then  for  fix  weeks  a  facctC* 
fion  of  tenantfy  who  left  the  houfe  on 
Saturday,  and  inftead  of  paying  ib^ 
vcT^x,  ^ovTcvt^  ^N.  ^^Mnx  XiaM^Sad^.     At 
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pent  her  little  fortune  in  procuring 
lies  for  a  linecring  dlfeafc,  and  was 
fupported  and  attended  by  the  other  i 
limbed  with  difficulty  to  the  apart- 
,^h«e  (he  languilhed  eight  weeks 
iut  impatience,  or  lamcnt;ition,  ex- 
For  the  citpcnce  and  fatigue  which 
fiftcr  fvflfered,  and  then  calmly  and 
mtcdly  expired.  The  filter  followed 
to  the  grave,  paid  the  /ew  debts 
h  they  had  contra^ed,  wiped  away 
3ear5  of  ufelefs  fonow,  and  return- 


ing to  the  bufinefs  of  common  life,  re- 
figned  to  me  the  vacant  habitation. 

Such,  Mr.  Rambler,  are  the  change* 
which  have  happened  in  the  narrpw  {pace 
where  my  prefent  fortune  has  fixed  my 
refidcnce.  So  true  it  is  that  am'ufeir,*nt 
and  inlhiiflion  ai-e  always  at  hand  for 
thofe  who  haye  (kill  and  willingncfs  to 
find  them  j  and  fo  juft  is  the  oblervatioa 
of  Juvennl,  that  a  lingle  houfe  will  Ihew 
whatever  is  done  or  futfcrcd  in  the  world^ 
I  am,  Sirji  ^«    - 
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Ma&t« 


what!    old,  and  RTCH,  an©  childless  TOO, 
AND   YkT    BELIEVE   YOUR   FRIENOS  ARE   TRUE? 
TRUTH  MIGHT  PERHAPS  TQ  THOSE   BELONG, 
TO  THOSE  WHO  LOV'd   YOU  POOR    AND  YOUNG} 
BUT,    TRUST   ME,    FOR   THE    NEW  YOU   HAVE, 
they'll   LOVE*  you    DEARLY-  IN   YOUR  GRAVE. 


jNE  of  the  complaints  uttered  by 
'  Milton's  Samplon,  in  the  anguifli 
lindnefs,  is,  that  he  ihall  pafs  his  life 
er  the  direction  of  others j  that  he 
lot  regulate  his  condufl  by  his  own 
wledge,  but  muft  lie  at  the  mercy 
lofe  who  undertake  to  guide  him. 
'here  is  no  lUte  more  contrary  to  the 
lity  of  wiriom  than  perpetual  andiin- 
tcd  dcpendcnct:,  in  which  the  under- 
ling lies  urdcfs,  and  every  motion  is 
iTcd  from  external  impulfe.  Kcafon 
te  gre3it  didiniSlion  of  human  nature, 
faculty  by  which  wc  approach  to 
e  degree  of  aflbciation  witn  celcllial 
liigences;  but  as  the  excellence  of 
7  power  appears  only  in  it's  o()era- 
s,  not  to  have  reafon,  and  to  have  it 
efs  and  unemployed,  is  nearly  the 
c. 

uch  U  the  weaknefs  of  man,  that  the 
nee  of  things  is  feldom  fo  much  re- 
led  as  external  and  accidental  ap- 
daget.  A  fmall  vaiiation  of  trifling 
umibiicesy  a  flightchange  of  form  by 
irdficial  drefs,  or  a  cafual  difference 
ippeftratice»  by  a  new  lif^ht  and  (Itu- 
n,  will  conciliate  affeflion  or  excite 
tdtrencey  and  detcnnine  us  to  purfue 
to  avoid.  Every  man  confiders  a 
effity  of  compliance  with  any  will 
l|U  owD/  99  the  hwcH  /!at«  q1  igno- 


F.  Lewis* 

miny  and  mcanncfs ;  few  are  fo  fai*  loft 
in  c^ardice  or  negligence,  as  not  to 
roufe  at  the  firft  iniiilt  of  tyranny,  ami 
exert  all  their  force  againit  him  who 
ufurps  their  propcity,  or  invades  any 
privilege  of  f[>occh  or  action.  Vet  wo 
ice  often  thi>n.'  who  never  wanted  (piiit  to 
rept I  encroachment  or  oppofc  violence,  at 
iait,  by  a  gradual  relaxation  of  vigil.uice, 
dt.livcring  up,  without  capitulation,  the 
fortrefs  which  they  defended  againft  af- 
fault,  and  laying  down  unbidden  tho 
weapons  which  Uicy  grafpcd  the  harder 
for  every  attempt  to  wrcil  them  from 
their  hands.  Men  eminent  for  fpiri( 
and  wifdom  often  refign  themfelves  to 
voluntary  pupillage,  and  fuiFcrthcirlivei 
to  be  modelled  by  ofHcious  ignorance, 
and  their  choice  to  be  regulated  by  pn^ 
fumptuous  dupidity. 

This  unrefilling  acquiefceoce  in  <tho 
determination  of  others  may  be  the  con- 
fcquence  of  application  to  fome  (hidy  re- 
mote from  the  beaten  track  of  life,  fome 
employment  which  does  not  allow  ieifure 
for  fulBcient  infpe^on  of  thofe  petty 
affairs  by  which  nature  has  decreed  a 
great  part  of  our  duration  co  be  fUled» 
To  a  mind  thus  withdrawn  from  conn** 
mon  objects,  it  is  more  eligible  to  re(^ 
on  the  prudftnce  o£  axycixwor^  ^^u  yiVi^ 
expofed  CYery  Tuomtut  \o  tt\^x.  \tA«- 
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ruptions.  The  fubmKTion  which  fuch 
.  confidence  rtrquircs,  is  paid  without  pain, 
bccaufc  it  implies  no  confcfllon  of  mfe- 
rioritj-.  The  bufincfs  from  which  we 
withifraw  our  cognizance,  is  not  above 
our  abilities,  but  below  our  notice.  We 
pleafe  our  pride  with  the  effcfls  of  our 
influence  tnus  weakly  txcrttd,  and  fancy, 
ourfclves  placed  in  a  higher  orb,  from 
which  we  regulate  fubordinatc  aj^jcnts  by 
a  (light  and  dillant  fuperintcndcnce. 
But  whatever  vanity  or  abftraftion  may 
fuggeft,  no  man  can  fafcly  do  that  by- 
others  which  might  be  done  by  himfcH ; 
he  that  indulges  negligence  will  quicicly 
become  ignorant  of  his  own  allairs;  and 
he  thai  tnifts  without  refcrve  will  at  laft 
be  deceived. 

It  is  however  impoflible  but  that,  as 
the  attention  tends  ftrongly  towards  one 
thing,  it  mull  retire  from  another;  and 
he  that  omits  the  care  of  domeltick  bu- 
iincfs,  l>ecaufe  he  is  cngrofled  by  enqui- 
ries of  more  importance  to  mankind,  has 
at  Icaft  the  merit  of  fuftcring  in  a  good 
cauic.  But  there  are  many  who  can 
plead  no  fiich  extenuation  of  their  folly j 
who  (hike  off  the  burthen  of  their  ftp.- 
tion,  not  that  they  may  foar  with  Icfi 
incumbrance  to  the  heights  of  yiow- 
ledge  or  virtue,  but  that  they  may  loiter 
at  cafe  and  fleep  in  quiet;  and  who  feleft 
for  friendfhip  and  confidence  not  the 
faiihfiil  and  the  virtuous,  but  the  foft, 
the  civil,  and  compliant. 

This  opcnnefs  to  flattery  is  the  com- 
mon difmcc  of  declining  life.  When 
men  feel  weaknefs  incrcaling  on  them, 
they  naturally  dcfire  to  rclt  from  the 
ftruggles  of  contradiftion,  the  fatigue 
of  reafoning,  the  anxiety  of  circum- 
fpe6lion ;  when  they  are  hourly  tonnent- 
ed  with  pains  and  difeafes,  they  are  un- 
able to  bear  any  new  difhirbance,  and 
ccnfidcr  ail  oppofition  as  an  addition  to 
mifeiy,  of  which  they  feel  already  more 
than  they  can  patiently  endure.  Thus 
defirous  of  peace,  and  thus  feai-ftil  of 
pnin,  the  old  man  feldom  enquires  after 
any  other  q\ialit!es  in  thofc  whom  he 
f  rirtflTcs,  th:m  quicknefs  in  conjefturing 
hisdcrues,aftivity  in  fupplyinghis  wants, 
dexterity  in  intercepting  complaints  be- 
fore they  approach  near  enough  to  dif- 
tiirb  him,  flexibility  to  his  prefent  hu- 
mour, fubmiflion  tohafty  petulance,  and 
attention  to  wearifome  narrations.  By 
thefe  arts  alone  many  have  been  able  to 
dfc/bat  the  claims  of  kindrtd  ^yA  oi  xitt- 


rit,  and  to  enrich  them&Ires  wl 
fents  and  legacies. 

Tlirafybiuus  inherited  a  larj 
time,  and  augmented  it  by  the  n 
of  feveral  lucrative  employments 
he  difcharged  with  honour  and  c 
ty.  He  was  at  laft  wife  enough 
fider,  that  life  ihould  not  be  ^ 
wholly  to  accumtdation,  and  lY 
retiring  to  his  eftatc,  applied  hir 
the  education  of  his  children,  : 
cultivation  of  domeftick  happine 

He  paflcd  feveral  years  in  this  | 
amufcment,  and  faw  his  care  an: 
compenfed:  his  daughters  wer 
brated  for  mo*lefty  and  elcgan? 
his  fons  for  learning,  prudence,  3 
rit.  In  time  the  eageniefs  with 
the  neighbouring  gentlemen  co^ir 
alliance,  obliged  him  torefij^n  his< 
ters  to  other  families;  the  vivaci 
curiofity  of  his  fons  hurried  them 
rural  privacy  into  the  open  woric 
whence  they  had  not  foon  an  incl 
to  return.  This  howe%-er  heliad 
hoped;  he  pleafed  himfclf  with  tl 
ccfs  of  his  fcheraes,  and  fell  no 
veniencc  from  folitude  till  an  ap 
deprived  him  of  his  wife. 

Thrafybulus  had  now  no  comp 
and  the  maladies  of  increafingyea; 
ing  taken  from  him  much  of  the 
of  procuring  amufement  for  himi 
thought  it  neceflarj'  to  procure  fo 
ferior  friend  who  might  eafe  bin: 
economical  folicitu<les,  and  divt 
by  checrfiil  converfation.  Al! 
qualities  he  foon  recoUcfted  in  V 
clerk  in  one  of  the  offices  ov'er  w! 
had  formerly  prefidcd.  Vafer  « 
vitcd  to  vifit  his  old  patron,  am 
by  his  ftation  acquainted  with  t! 
fcnt  modes  of  life,  and  by  conftu 
ticc  dextrous  in  bufinm,  ente 
him  with  Co  many  novelties^ 
readily  difcntanglecl  his  affairs, 
was  defired  to  refign  his  clerkftii 
accept  a  liberal  falary  in  the  In 
Thrafybulus. 

Vafer  having  alwavs  lived  in  a 
dependancc,  was  well  verted  in  1 
by  which  favour  is  obtained,  am 
without  repugnance  or  hefitation] 
modate  him^lf  to  every  caprio 
echo  every  opinion.  VLt  never  d 
but  to  be  convinced y  nor  attemDl 
pofition  but  to  flatter  Thrafybuli 
the  pleafure  of  a  viftory.  By  dii 
>k^Vt^^x^^^  Mcaf  into  lui  p 
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hearty  and  havx^  f.rft  made  himfelf 
agreeable,  loon  became  important.  His 
inildious  diligence,  by  which  the  hzinels 
of  age  was  gratified,  engrolTcd  the  ma- 
nagement of  affairs  i  and  Vis  petty  oHfici's 
of  civility,  and  occafional  inttfrccflions, 
perfiiadcd  the  tenants  to  confidcr  him  as 
their  friend  and  bencfa^or,  and  to  en- 
treat his  enforcement  of  thtir  reprelbnta- 
tions  of  hard  ycai*s,  an  J  his  countenance 
to  petitions  for  abatement  of  rent. 

Thraiyhulus  had  now  banqueted  on 
lattery,  till  he  could  no  longer  bear  the 
haribnefs  of  rtmonftrance,  or  the  inlipi- 
dlty  of  truth.  All  contrariety  to  his 
own  opinion  fhockedhini  like  a  violation 
of  fome  natural  right,  and  ail  rccom- 
nendation  of  his  affairs  to  his  own  in* 


fpeftion  was  dreaded  by  him  as  a  fum- 
mons  to  torture.  His  children  were 
alarmed  by  the  fudJen  riches  of  Vafcr, 
but  iheir  complaints  were  heard  by  tlieir 
father  with  impatience,  as  the  refult  of 
a  confpiracy  againll  his  quiet,  and  a  de- 
fign  lu  condenni  him,  for  their  own  a  i- 
vantage,  to  gioan  out  his  !aft  hours  i:i 
perplexity  and  drudgeiy.  The  daugh- 
teis  ivtired  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  but 
the  fon  continued  his  importunities  till 
he  found  his  inheritance  hazarded  by 
his  obflinacy.  Vafcr  triumphed  over 
all  their  efforts,  and  continuing  to  con- 
linn  hiinfelf  in  authority,  at  the  death  of 
his  mader  purchafed  an  eftate,  and  bade 
dcllancc  to  enquiry  and  juitice. 
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MITTK  SVrillBA  PATX   FASTIDIA,   «iprM^UE  CADITCAM 


DESPXCE:    VIVE   TIBI,   mam   MOKXEXE   TIfiZ. 


Seneca. 


BOW  TO  NO  PAT1I0K*S  XKSOLINCI  \   RF.T.Y 

ON   SO  FRAIL   HOPES,    IN    FREEDOM   LIVE  AND  DIB. 


F.  Lewis. 


NO N E  of  the  cniclties  exerclfcd by 
wraith  and  pow\:v  upon  indigence 
and  d;;pendance  is  more  mifchicvuus  in 
it's  conCtrquences,  or  more  frequently 
pra£tifed  with  wanton  negligence,  than 
the  encouragement  of  ex  peflations  which 
are  nevtrr  to  be  gratified,  and  the  elation 
and  deprcHion  of  the  heait  by  nctdlcls 
viciflitudes  of  hope  and  difappointment. 

Every  man  is  rich  or  poor,  ncconling 
to  the  proportion  between  !us  defircs  ancl 
enjoyments;  any  enbrgemcnt  of  wiflics 
is  therefore  equally  deitrucUve  to  hap- 
pinels  with  the  diminution  of  pofTcfiloi!; 
9nd  he  that  teaches  another  to  long  for 
vrhat  he  never  fliall  obtain,  is  no  lei's  »n 
enemy  to  his  quiet,  than  if  he  had  rob- 
bed him  of  part  of  hU  patrimony. 

But  rcpix-fentationR  thus  refined  ex- 
hibit no  adequate  idea  of  the  guilt  of 
pretended  fiiendfhip;  of  artificfs  by 
which  followers  are  attracted  only  to 
decorate  the  retinue  of  pomp,  and  (well 
the  fhout  of  |K>pularityy  and  to  be  dil- 
mifTed  with  contempt  and  ignominy, 
when  their  leader  has  fucceede*!!  or  miV- 
ranietl,  wlic-n  he  is  fick  of  fhow,  and 
wwrv'  of  noilc.  While  a  man,  infatu- 
ated with  the  promifea  of  greatnefs, 
»a(le^  hi«  houi*8  and  days  in  attendance 
Mmi  loJicitatioDf  the  honvil  opportuni« 


ties  of  improving  his  condition  pafs  by 
without  his  noticcj  he  ncglefts  to  cul- 
tivute  his  cn-n  barren  foil,  becaulc  he 
expc6ls  every  moment  to  be  placed  in 
regions  of  fj>ontaneous  fertility;  and  is 
fctdom  rouf'cd  from  his  deluiion,  but  by 
the  gripe  of  dilbefs  which  he  cannot  re« 
flit,  and  the  Icnlc  of  irvils  which  cannot 
be  remedied. 

The  punirtimeijt  of  Tantalus  in  the 
infernal  regions  iilibids  a  jufl  ima^^  of 
hungry  Ibrvility,  flattered  with  the  ap- 
proach of  :i<lvantagc,  doomed  to  lofe  it 
befuie  it  comes  into  his  rtn.ch,  always 
within  a  few  days  of  felicit)',  and  al- 
ways linking  back  to  his  former  wants. 

FfoCT,  it  }.ifji>n.    h  N  v^ii-ivXm.^f  yvAix* 
^tcIto  ii  ^I'^rcxyv*  oriiCtv  l^  in  cr^^iv  iXi^Omu 

iLtti^tsi"  i^i'Trirr.'Ka.  nmrayftOtv  yit  xee^X/.i 

2uhai  Ti  y>u»t»aty   «^  iX.TiX|  T'.>.tb^xa-ai, 
Tm:-  inroT  V^vrn  i  yi^xY  irrl  X'i*"»  (^Acas^xi 

•   1  lV.v;   t\Y%  HoTtVt.Y^  \j^\n^v:^,  '^   xS«. 
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'  a  lake  whofe  waters  uiproached  to  his 
'  Ups»    he  ftood  burning  with  tliiril, 

*  without  the  power  to  drink.  Whcn- 
'  ever  he  inclined  his  head  to  the  llrcam» 

*  fome  deity  commanded  it  to  be  dry, 
'  and  thedailc  earth  apjicared  at  his  feet. 
'  Around  him  lofty  trees  fpread  their 

*  fniits  to  view;  the  pear,  the  pomegra- 
'  nate,  and  the  apple,  the  green  olive,  and 
*■  the  JuTcioas  fig,  ouivcred  before  him, 
'  which,  whenever  he  extendeil  his  hand 

*  to  feize  them,  ^^-erc  fnatchcd  by  the 

*  winds  into  clouds  and  obfcurity.* 
This  ima^  of  mifcry  was  iierhans 

originally  fuggcfted  to  fome  poet  by  tiie 
condu£lof  his  pntron,  by  the  daily  con- 
templation of  iplendor  which  he  never 
mud  partake,  bv  fruitlcfs  attempts  to 
catch  at  interdicted  happinefs,  and  bv 
the  fudden  cvanefccnce  of  his  rcwanf, 
when  he  thought  his  labours  alxnoft  at 
an  end.  To  groan  with  poverty,  whv*n 
all  about  him  was  opulence,  nor,  and 
fupcrfluity,  and  to. find  the  favours  which 
he  had  long  been  encouraged  to  hope, 
and  had  long  endeavoured  to  defer vc, 
fquandered  at  lailonnamelcfs  ignorance, 
was  to  thirft  with  water  flowing  before 
him,  and  to  fee  the  fruits  to  which  his 
hunrrer  ^'is  hallcning,  fcattercd  by  the 
wind.  Nor  can  mycorrefpondcnt,  what- 
ever he  may  have  fuffered,  cxprcfs  with 
more  juilnefs  or  force  the  vexations  of 
dcpcndance. 

TO  THE    RAMBLER. 

SXRy 

T  Am  one  of  thoft  mortals  who  have 
•*  been  courted  and  envied  as  the  fa- 
voi:rites  of  the  gieat.  Having  often 
g-iined  the  prize  of  compofition  at  the 
univcrfity,  I  began  to  hope  that  I  fliovild 
obtain  the  fanrw  diftinftion  in  evny  other 
place,  and  determined  to  forfakc  the 
]»rofcflion  to  which  I  was  dcJlined  bv 
my  partnis,  and  in  which  the  interelt  of 
my  family  would  have  procured  me  a 
very  advantageous  fcttlement.  The 
pride  of  wit  fluttered  in  my  heart j  and 
when  I  prepared  to  leave  the  college, 
nothing  entered  my  imagination  but  ho- 
ne )urs,  careflTc*,  and  it  war*  Is,  riches 
without  labour,  and  Iu3t»jy  without  cx- 
pencc. 

I  however  delayed  my  dcpai  tu;-e  for 

a  time,   to  finifh  the  performance  by 

which  I  w^s  to  draw  the  firll  notice  of 

mankind  upon  me.  When  it  was  con\- 

fictcd,  I  huirlcd  to  London,  aad  coti^v- 
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dered  e\'ery  moment  tliat  pafl*dhefe« 
it's  publication  as  loft  in  a  kind  of  ncfi* 
tral  exigence,  and  cut  oflf  finom  the  goM- 
en  houi-s  of  happinefs  and  fanae.  The 
piece  was  at  hit  printed  and  dif&mlnated  . 
bv  a  rapid  falc;  I  wandered  from  one 
place  of  concourfe  to  anodicr,  feifted 
from  morning  to  night  on  the  repetitkm 
of  my  own  pi-aifes,  and  enjo^Td  the  va- 
rious conjcfluirs  of  criticlcs,  the  mif- 
taken  candour  of  my  friends,  and  die 
impotent  malice  of  my  enemies.  Some 
had  read  the  manulcript,  and  refiified 
it's  inaccuracies;  others  had  fecn  it  in  a 
(late  fo  imperfe£l,  tliat  they  could  .not 
forbear  to  wonder  at  it's  nrdknt  excel- 
lence; fume  had  convcrfcd  with  theau- 
thor  at  the  coifee-houfe ;  and  others  gare  J 
hints  that  they  had  lent  him  money.        i 

I  knew  that  no  pertbrmance  is  fo  fa- 
vourably read  as  that  of  a  writer  who 
funprcflcs  his  name,  and  therefore  ic- 
fol ved  to  remain  concealed,  till  thofc  bjr 
whom  literary  reputation  is  eftabliOied  ^ 
had  given  their  luflfrapes  too  publidly 
to  KXr?.H  them.  At  leneth  my  book- 
feller  informed  me  that  Aurantius,  tlie 
/hnding  natron  of  merit,  had  fent  en- 
quiries alter  me,  and  invited  me  to  hit 
acquaintance. 

The  time  which  T  had  long  expefid 
was  now  arrived.  I  v»mt  to  Aurantim 
with  a  beating  heart,  for  I  looked  upon 
our  interview  as  the  critical  moment  of 
my  dcftiny.  I  was  received  with  civi- 
lities, which  my  acadcmick  nidenefi 
made  me  unable  to  repay;  hut  when  I 
harl  recovered  from  my  confufion,  Ipro- 
fecuted  the  converfation  with  fuch  li«- 
lincfs  and  propriety,  that  I  confinnedniy 
new  friend  in  his  cftcem  of  my  ahilit?», 
and  wax  difmiffcd  with  the  utmoft  ar- 
dour of  profeHiona  and  rapture^  of 
fondnefs. 

I  was  foon  fummoned  to  dine  with 
Aurantius,  who  had  aflembled  the  moll 
judicicnis  of  his  friends  to  partake  of  the 
entertainment.      Again  I  cxeited  my 
powers  of  fentiment  and  exprefllon,  and 
again  found  every  eye  fparkling  with  de- 
light, and  every  tongue  filcnt  with  at- 
tention.    I  now  became  familiar  at  the 
table  of  Aurantius,  but  couM  never,  ia 
his  moft  private  or  jocund  houi-s,  ohtiiu     1 
more  from  him  than  general  declarations     , 
ofelleem,  or  endearments  of  tendcmeTs     : 
which  indudeii  no  particular  promife, 
and  therefore  conferred  no  cbiqi.  This     ' 
frigid  referve  fomewhat  difguAed  dk; 
9A^  yi\^\3A  ^^ttK<;^auawi  «A  three  difi      i 
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I  took  care  to  inform  him  with 
:h  hnportunity  of  kindnefs  I  had 
:ained  by  his  rival  Pollio. 
ntsus  now  confidered  his  honour 
isered  by  the  dcfertion  of  a  wit} 

I  fliould  have  an  inclination  to 
,  told  me  that  I  could  never  find 
I  more  conilant  or  zealous  than 
that  indeed  he  had  made  no 
i»  bccaufe  he  hoped  to  furprile 
a  adx'anccmenty  out  had  been 
iTxmioting  my  intereft^and  (hould 
i  his  g<x>d  offices,  unlefs  lie 
lie  kin£iefs  of  others  more  de- 

11,  Mr.  Rambler,  have  ever  vtn^ 
Dur  philofophy  within  the  at- 
of  greatnc(s,you  know  the  forre 
anguage  introduced  with  a  finile 
3US  tendernefs,  and  iniprelTed  at 
luHon  with  an  air  of  folemn  fm- 
From  that  inftant  I  gave  myfclf 
ly  to  Aurantius;  and  as  hc'im- 
yi-cTumed  his  former  gaiety,  ex- 
evcry  morning  a  fummons  to 
ip1o)'ment  of  dimity  and  profit. 
>nth  fucceeded  another,  and  in 

of  appearances  I  ftill  fancied 
learer  to  my  wiflies,  and  conti- 

di-eam  of  fuccefs,  and  wake  to 
niment.  At  laft  the  failure  of 
:  fortune  compelled  me  to  abate 
•y  which  I  hitnerto  thought  ne- 

0  the  company  with  whom  I  af- 
,  and  the  rank  to  which  I  fhould 
1.  Aurantius,  from  the  moment 

1  he  diftovered  my  poverty,  con- 
nic  as  fully  in  his  power,  and 
rds  rather  oennitted  my  attend- 
m  invited  itj  thought  himfel  fat 
to  rsfufe  my  viiits  whenever  he 
er  amusements  within  reach,  and 
fFcred  me  to  wait,  without  pre- 
anj  ntcclTar)'  bufmcfs.  when 
Imitted  to  hi  j  ublc,  if  any  man 
equal  to  his  own  was  prelenty 
sccafion  to  mention  my  writings. 
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and  commend  my  ingjenuiiy,  by  which 
he  intended  to  ajwlogize  for  the  confu- 
(ion  of  diftinAions,  and  the  improper 
alTortment  of  his  company^  and  often 
called  upon  me  to  entertam  his  friends 
with  my  productions,  as  a  fportfman 
delights  the  fquires  of  his  neighbour- 
hood widi  the  cur\'ets  of  his  horfe,  or 
the  obedience  of  his  fpaniels. 

To  complete  my  mortification,  it  was 
h^  praftice  to  impofe  talks  upon  me,  by 
requiring  me  to  write  upon  fuch  fubje£ls 
as  he  thought  fufceptiole  of  ornament 
and  illuftration.  With  thefe  extorted 
performances  he  was  little  fatisfied,  be- 
caufe  he  rarely  found  in  them  the  ideas 
which  his  own  imagination  had  fuggeft- 
ed,  and  which  he  therefore  thought  more 
natural  than  mine. 

When  the  pale  of  ceremony  is  broken, 
rudeneis  and  infult  foon  enter  the  breach. 
He  now  found  that  he  mi^ht  fafcly  ha- 
rafs  me  widi  vexation,  that  he  had  fixed 
the  (hackles  of  patronaee  upon  me,  and 
that  I  could  neitncr  rcfift  him  nor  efcape. 
At  laft,  in  the  eighth  year  of  my  fen'i- 
tude,  when  the  clamour  of  ciieditors  was 
vehement,  and  my  neccfTity  known  to 
be  extreme,  he  offered  me  a  fmall  office; 
but  hinted  his  expectation  that  I  fliouM 
marry  a  young  woman  with  whom  he 
had  been  acquainted. 

I  was  not  Co  far  depreiletl  by  my  ca- 
lamities as  to  comply  with  his  propoial; 
but  knowing  that  complaints  and  ex- 
poftulations  would  but  gratify  his  info- 
lence,  I  turned  away  wim  that  contempt 
with  which  I  (hall  never  want  fpirit  to 
treat  the  wretch  who  can  outgo  the  guilt 
of  a  robber  without  the  temptation  of 
his  profit,  and  who  lures  the  credulous 
and  thoughtlcfs  to  maintain  the  fhow  of 
his  levee,  and  the  mirth  of  hit  tabje,  at 
the  expencc  of  honour,  happin^s,  and 
life. 

I  am.  Sir,  &:c. 

Liberalise 
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-VXTXUM,  GAVaa,  CATOKZS  HABIS. 


GAVtVS  PRtTF.NDS  TOCATo'S  FAMK) 

AND  rHOVtS  "IT  CATO*S  VICt,  HIS  CLAlMr 


Mait. 


;TINCTI0N  is  fopleafing 
I  the  ^de  of  man,  that  a  great 
he  pam  andpleafufe  ofll£t2nfi% 

> giztificAUon  ur  di/appoiotmcnt 


of  an  incefiant  wifh  for  fuperiority,  from 
the  fuccefs  or  mifcarriage  of  fecret  com- 

vrhkb*  \liou£Vi\Vvc\  ^^^«w  ^  >»  ^^  n?^*^ 
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importance,  in  reality  none  are  confci- 
•us  except  ourArlves. 

Froix)rtiGnate  t^  the  prevalence  of  this 
love  or  praife  is  tlie  variety  of  means  bv 
which  it*s  attainment  is  attemptca. 
livery  man,  however  hopelefs  his  prc- 
tenfions  may  appear  to  all  but  himfclfy 
has  fome  project  by  which  he  hopes  to 
rife  to  reputation;  iome  art  by  which  he 
imagines  that  the  notice  of  the  world  will 
be  attra6lcd;  fome  quality,  good  or  bad, 
which  difcriminateb  him  from  the  com- 
mon herd  of  mortals,  and  by  which 
otiicrs  may  be  perfuaded  to  love,  or 
compelled  to  fear  nim.  The  afccnts  of 
honour,  however  ftcep,  never  appear  in - 
acccfTible;  he  that  defpairs  to  kale  the 
precipices  by  which  valour  and  leaming 
have  conducted  their  favourites,  dilco- 
vcTji  fome  by-path,  or  eafier  acclivit\-, 
which,  though  it  cannot  bring  him  to 
tile  fumniit,  will  yet  cna!)le  him  to  over- 
look thofe  with  whom  he  is  now  con- 
tending for  eminencej  and  we  ftldom 
require  more  to  the  happinefs  of  the  prv:- 
i*enc  hour,  than  to  furpafs  him  that 
ftands  next  before  us. 

As  the  greater  part  of  human  kind 
fpcak  and  a^  wh9lly  by  imitation,  moll 
of  thofe  who  afpire  to  uonour  and  ap- 
plaufe  propofe  to  themfclves  fome  ex- 
ample which  fervcs  as  the  model  of  ihcir 
condufl,  and  the  limit  of  their  hopes. 
Almo(lc\'cr\'man,  if  clofely  examined, 
will  b£  found  to  have  entitled  himfelf 
under  fome  leader  whom  he  experts  to 
condu£l  him  to  renown;  to  have  ibme 
hero  or  other,  living  or  dead,  in  his 
view,  whof«i  charafter  he  endeavours  to 
a  lib  me,  and  whole  pcrfoi*manccs  he  la- 
bours to  eoual. 

When  tne  original  is  well  chofen  and 
judicioufly  copied,  thr  imitator  ofttn  ar- 
rivf*  at  excellence,  which  he  could  ne- 
ver have  attarnt-d  without  direfVion;  for 
few  are  formed  with  abilities  to  d  lie  over 
new  poiubilities  of  excellence,  and  to 
diftiniruini  thenifclves  by  means  never 
tried  before. 

But  folly  and  idlencfs  often  contrive 
to  gratify  pjidc  at  a  cheaper  rare :  not 
rhc  qtialities  which  are  moft  illulrriotis, 
but  ihofe  which  arc  of  eafieft  attainmtnr, 
arc  fele^ul  for  imitation ;  and  the  hor.ours 
::nd  rewards  which  publick  gratitude 
ha<(paid  to  the  benefactors  of  mankin^^ 
are  txpc^ted  by  wretchlrs  who  can  unly 
itnitatr  therm  in  their  vices  and  diiV6U« 
or  adopt  fome  petty  ^nguhtiUts^   ot 


which  thofe  from  whom  thct 
rowed  were  fecrcth'  alhamed. 

No  man  rifcs  to  fucha  heigh 
come  confpicuous,  but  he  is  oi 
cenfurcd  by  undiiceming  mali 
reproaches  h  m  for  his  bcft  a£ 
Handers  his  apparent  and  Inc 
excellencies;  and  idolized  on th 
i8[norant  admiration,  which  < 
faul'.s  and  follies  into  virtues, 
be  obferved,  that  he  by  whofe 
his  acquaintances  imagine  x 
dignified,  generally  diftuil-s  am 
his  mien  and  his  habit«ij  ar 
without  morcvi^-jLiice  than  is 
apj)lied  to  the  regulation  of  th 
parts  of  behaviour,  it  is  not  e 
we  converfc  much  with  one  wl" 
ral  charaft«r  excites  our  vcne 
cfcape  ail  conl.i^ion  of  his  pv:c 
even  when  we  do  not  dclibera 
them  worthy  of  our  notice,  a 
the\'  would  nave  excited  laugh 
gult  had  they  not  been  protcae 
alliance  to  noMer  qualities,  ; 
dentally  conforted  with  kno^ 
with  virtue. 

JJThc  faults  ot  a  man  loved  o 
ed,  fometimcs  Ileal  fecretly  ar 
cepiMyupon  the  wife  and  viiT 
by  injudicious  fondnefs  or  th 
yaniry  are  adopted  with  defign 
is  fcarce  any  failing  of  mind 
any  error  of  opinion,  or  dep 
praftice,  which,  inllcad  of  j 
(hamc  and  difcontcnt,  it's  na 
fc£ls,  has  not  at  one  time  or  o1 
dened  vanity  with  the  hopes  < 
and  been  difpbycd  v.'ith  oftent 
duftry  by  thofe  who  fought 
rain<l8  nmong  the  wits  or  hex 
could  prove  their  relation  only 
tudc  of  deformity. 

In  conlequcncc  of  this  perv 
bition,  every  habit  which  re? 
dcmns  may  be  indulged  and 
Wlitn  a  man  is  upbraided 
faults,  he  may  indeed  be  pard 
ei-.deavours  to  run  for  flicltcr 
celebrated  name;  but  it  is  not 
fere d. that,  from  the  retreats  to 
fl^d  from  infamy,  he  fhould  \i 
with  the  confidence  of  conqu 
call  upon  mankind  forpraiie. 
lie  men  that  wafle  their  patr 
luxury,  delUoy  their  health 
iKiuchery,  and  cmn'ate their  m 
idjeuefs,  bccaule  there  hive  \t 
^!aAiCELluiLurY  never  could  fit* 
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nor  idlenefs  hinder  from  the  praife 
lius. 

it  general  inclination  of  mankind 
y  diara£iers  in  the  gt'ofs,  and  the 
which  the  recommendation  of  il- 
IDS  examples  adds  to  the  allure- 
of  vice,  ought  to  be  conlldered 
I  whoTe  chara£ler  excludes  them 
the  (hades  of  fecrccy,  as  incite- 
to  fcrupuious  caution  and  univer- 
rity  of  manners.  No  man,  how- 
nHaved  to  his  appetites,  or  hurried 
(  naHionSy  can,  while  he  preferves 
tellefls  unimpaired,  pleaie  himfelf 
ixomotina^the  corruption  of  others, 
hole  ment  has  enlargeil  his  influ- 
would  furely  wifh  to  exert  it  for 
mdit  of  manUnd.  Yet  iuch  will 
r  effeR  of  his  reputation,  while  he 
s  himfelf  to  indulge  any  favourite 
that  they  who  have  no  hope  to 
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reach  his  excellence  will  catch  at  hit 
failings,  and  his  virtues  will  be  cited  to 
jullify  the  copiers  of  his  vices. 

It  is  jparticularly  the  duty  of  tho& 
who  contign  illulbrious  names  to  pofte- 
rity,to  take  care  left  their  readers  be  mif- 
led  by  ambiguous  examples.  That 
wi-iter  may.be  juilly  conaemned  as  an 
enemy  to  goodnefs,  who  fuffcrs  fond- 
nefs  or  intcreil  to  confound  right  with 
wrong,  or  to  flielter  the  faults  which 
even  the  wifeft  and  the  beil  have  com- 
mitted from  that  ignominy  which  ^ilt 
ought  always  to  fuffer,  and  with  which 
it  (hould  be  more  deeply  ftigmatized 
when  dignified  by  it's  neighbourhood  to' 
uncommon  worth,  fmce  we  (hall  be  in 
danger  of  beholding  it  without  abhor- 
rence, unlefs  it's  turpitude  be  laid  open, 
and  the  e)e  fecured  from  tlie  deception 
of  lunounding  iplcndour. 


JO  CLXV.  TUESDAY,   OCTOBER   15,  1751. 

"Of  T3TI  fAlV  "Xjnr.S^ai  Jua'/UtflV,    CTTiT*  Hi  i*  l^X.^* 

ANTIPHILn- 

YUUNG  WAS  I  ONCE   AND  VOOP,    NOW   IlICH  AND  OLDJ 
A  HAKDElt  CAiK  THAN   MINE  Vt  A*  NF.VKR   TOLD} 
BLEST  WITH  THE  VOW**  TO  USE   THEM — 1  HAD  NONEJ 
LOADED  WITH  RICHES  NOW^    1  HE  POWR   IS  GONE. 

F.  Lewxi. 
TO  THE  RAMBLER. 


HE  writci-s  who  have  undertaken 
the  unpromiijng  talk  of  modcrat- 
z(irt^  exert  all  the  power  of  their 
lence  to  (hew  that  happlnti's  is  not 
3t  of  man,  and  have  by  many  argu- 
;s  and  examples  proved  the  inftabi- 
>f  every  condition  by  wliichcnvy  or 
ition  are  excited.  They  have  fut 
re  our  eyes  all  the  calamities  to  which 
re  cxpoicd  from  the  frailty  of  nature, 
ifluence  of  accident,  or  ilie  lirata- 
fcof  malice;  they  have  terriiicd  great- 
with  coofpiracies,  and  riche»  with 
fties,  wit  with  criticifm,  and  beauty 
dilcaie. 

11  the  force  of  rea(bn,r  and  all  tlic 
US  of  language,  are  indeed  ncccf- 
to  fupport  pofitions  wiiloh  every 
heart  with  awifti  to  confutr  them. 
th  finds  an  eafy  entmnce  into  the 
1  when  (he  it  introduced  by  defire, 
utteaJed  byphsLfurci  but  vt'hen  ihc 


intrudes  uncalled,  and  brings  only  fear 
and  forrow  in  her  train,  the  pafTes  of  the 
intelle6l  are  barred  againlt  her  by  pre- 
judice and  painon;  if  (he  fom'etimes 
forces  her  way  by  tlie  batteries  of  arpu- 
ment,  (he  (cittom  long  keeps  polfcflion 
of  her  conqucds,  but  is  eje^cti  by  fome 
favoured  enemy,  or  at  beft  obtains  only 
a  nomind  Ibvercignty,  without  influ- 
ence and  without  authority. 

That  life  is  ftioit  we  are  all  coavinced^ 
and  yet  fufler  not  that  convi^^ion  to  re- 
prcf*  our  proic6ls  or  limit  our  expe£hi- 
tions;  that  life  is  mifcrible  we  all  feel, 
and  ytt  we  believe  that  the  time  is  near 
when  we  (liall  teel  it  no  longer.  But  to 
hope  happinefsandimmorulity  !<(  equal- 
ly vain.  Our  (late  may  indeed  be  more 
oj'  Icfs  imbittered,  as  our  duration  may 
be  more  or  lefs  contracted ;  yet  the  ut- 
molt  felicity  which  we  can  ever  attain  will 
belitde  better  than  alleviation  of  milery, 
and  wc  (ball  ?lVw^^^  i^disvQT^^'iavS.t'QWi 
our  waiau  tkwk  ^tai>u^  lv<wcw  q>«  tvi^c*^- 
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men  IS.  The  inri'^cnt  which  I  am  go- 
ing to  relate  will  (hcsv,  that  to  dcftroy 
the  ettcA  of  all  our  fucccfs,  it  is  not 
ticccflTary  that  any  finglc  calamity  fhould 
fall  upon  \is,  that  \vc  fhould  be  haraf- 
Icd  by  imphcahlc  }>crleriilion,  or  cx- 
cniciatcd  by  irremediable  pains;  the 
bi  ightcft  hours  of  profpcrity  have  their 
clouds,  and  the  ftieam  of  life,  if  it  is 
not  ruffled  by  obfrruclions,  will  grow 
putrid  by  llagnation.       • 

My  father VcfolvinE:  not  to  imitate  the 
folly  of  his ancd^MN,  wIio h:nl  hitherto 
left  the  yo\mp:cr  I'on^  encumbrances  on 
the  eldcrf,  deftincil  me  to  a  lucrative  pro- 
fcfTionj  and  I  bcinji:  careful  to  lole  no 
opiwitunity  of  improvement,  was,  at  the 
ufual  time  in  which  youn«:  men  enter 
the  world,  well  qualified  for  the  cxcr- 
cifcof  the  buf.ncis  which  I  ha^  chofen. 

My  cagernefs  to  dillingiiifli  myfelf  it! 
publick,  and  my  in^paticnceof  the  nar- 
row fchemc  of  lif J  to  which  my  indi- 
gence conhntd  mi».  did  not  fiiffer  me  to 
continue  long  in  the  town  where  I  was 
bom.  I  went  away  as  from  a  place  of 
confinement,  with  a  refolution  to  i-eturn 
no  more,  till  I  fhould  be  able  to  dazzle 
with  my  fplcndor  thofc  who  now  looked 
n  j;on  mc  with  contempt,  to  reward  thole 
who  had  paid  b.onours  to  my  dawning 
merit,  and  to  fliew  all  who  had  luftcred 
n»e  to  glide  by  thcni  unknown  and  neg- 
li'fled,  how  much  they  miftook  their 
intvreft  in  omittiDg  to  propitiate  a  genius 
Lkc  mine. 

Such  were  my  intentions  when  T  fal- 
licd  forth  into  the  \jnknown  world,  in 
qneflof  rirhes  and  honours,  which  I  ex- 
pcftcd  to  procure  in  a  very  (hort  timej 
for  what  could  v.-ithhold  them  from  in- 
dullry  and  knowledge  ?  He  that  indulges 
hope  will  always  be  difappointed.  Rept)- 
tition  T  vei-v  ibon  obtiincd;  but  as  merit 
is  much  more  cheaply  ncknowlrdged 
than  i-ewardcd,  I  did  not  find  myfelf  yet 
chiichcflin  proportion  to  my  celebrity. 

I  had  ho^^'e^  er  in  time  furmounted  the 
obftacics  by  which  envy  and  competition 
obilruel  the  firl>  attempts  f4  a  new  claim- 
ant, and  faw  my  op;>oncnts  and  ccn- 
fuR-rs  tacitly  cnnfcfTiisg  their  defpair  of 
fbccefr,  by  courting  my  friendfhip  and 
yielding  tj  my  intfuencc.  They  who 
once  ptiiTufd  mc,  wen-  now  fatisfied  to 
elcspe  from  mej  and  they  who  had  be- 
fore ihQU{;ht  me  prefiimpiMousin  hoping 
to  overtake  them,  had  now  their  utmoft 
wVft,  if  ihey  w.-re  gcnmttcd  at  no  \jttiX. 


My  wants  were  not  madly  mttkinlied 
as  my  acquifiticns  incrcafed;  and  the 
time  came  at  length,  when  I  thoosfat 
myfi?lf  enabled  to  gratify  all  reafomMc 
defires,  and  when,  therefore^  I  rdblved 
to  enjoy  that  plenty  and  feimity  which  I 
had  been  hitherto  labouring  to  promre^ 
to  rnjoy  them  while  I  was  yet  neither 
c]-uihed  by  age  into  infirmity,  nor» 
habituated  to  a  particular  manner  of  lifi! 
as  to  be  unqtialified  for  new  Itudies  or 
entertainments. 

I  now  quitted  my  profl^on,  and  (d 
fet  mylclf  at  once  free  from  all  iropor- 
tunitic*-.  to  refume  it,  changed  my  irC- 
dcnce,  and  devoted  the  remaining  part 
of  my  time  to  quiet  and  amufemnt. 
Amidil  innumerable  projeAsof  pleafiire 
which  rc-ftlcfs  idlenefs  incited  me  to 
form,  and  of  which  moft,  when  they 
came  to  the  moment  of  execution,  wm 
rejedled  for  others  of  no  longer  coctiiro- 
ancc,  fome  accident  revived  in  my  ima- 
gination the  pleafing  ideas  of  my  natire 
pi 'ice.  It  was  now  in  my  power  to  rifit 
thofe  from  whom  I  had  been  fo  k)itg 
abfent,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  was  con- 
fillent  with  my  former  rclblution,  and  I 
wondered  how  it  could  happen  that  I  had 
fo  lont;  delayed  my  own  happinefs. 

P'ull  of  the  admiration  which  I  (houM 
excite,  and  the  homage  which  I  fliouy 
receive,  I  dreifed  my  lervants  in  a  more 
oflcntiktiovis  livery,  purchafed  a  mag- 
nificent chariot,  and  refolved  to  daz2: 
the  inhabitants  of  the  little  town  wilh 
an  unexpected  blaze  of  great nefs. 

While  the  preparations  that  \-an:ty 
rrquii'cd  were  made  for  my  departure, 
which,  as  yrorknien  will  nut  eafily  U 
hunied  beyond  their  onlinary  rate,  I 
thought  very  tedious,  I  folacca  my  im- 
patience with  imaging  the  various  err- 
furcs  that  my  appearance  would  pi  odac:, 
the  hopes  whicn  fome  would  feel  from 
my  bounty,  tlie  terror  which  my  power 
wo\dd  fbnke  on  others;  the  awkward 
relj)ei5l  with  which  I  flioold  be  accoftcJ 
by  timorous  officioufhefs;  and  the  dis- 
tant reverence  with  which  others,  left 
famili.irto  fplendour  and  dignity,  would 
be  contented  to  gaze  upon  me.  I  de- 
liberated a  long  time,  whether  I  fhoalj 
immedrately  defcend  to  a  Ie\'el  with  nif 
former  acquaintances,  or  make  ray  cwi- 
defcenfion  more  grateful  by  a  gend? 
tranfiiion  from  hau^tincft  and  iwve. 
At  length  I  determined  to  forget  (bme 
oC  mv  CQcamavnit^  till  tfacy  difcoveted 
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itcdve  the  congratuladons  of 
pon  my  good  fortune  with  in- 
:e,  to  mow  that  I  always  ex- 
rhat  I  had  now  obtained.  The 
tioas  of  the  pooulace  Ipuipofcd 
rd  with  (ix  hogineads  of  ale,  and 
1  ox»  and  t^n  recommend  to 
jretum  to  their  work. 
A  ail  the  trappings  of  grandeur 
eedy  and  I  bc^n  the  journey  of 
,9  which  I  could  have  wilfapd  to 
\dcd  in  the  fame  moment;  but 
Pes  felt  none  of  their  mafter'c  ar- 
nd  I  was  (haken  four  days  upon 
roads.  I  then  entered  the  town^ 
ing  gracioufly  let  fall  the  glalTes, 
f  perfon  might  be  feen,  pafled 
hroueh  the  fti-eet.  The  noife 
wheels  brought  the  inhabitants 
doors,  but  I  could  not  perceive 
as  known  by  them.  At  laft  I 
i,  and  my  naine^  I  fuppofe,  was 
^  my  fervants,  for  the  barber 
ira  the  oppofice  houfe,  and  leized 
he  hand  with  honeft  joy  in  his 
ance,  which,  according  to  the 
It  I  had  prefcribeii  to  myfelf,  I 
I  with  a  frigid  gracioufnc'fs.  The 
inftead  of  linking  into  deie^ion, 
tway  with  contempt,  and  left  me 
ider  how  the  fecond  falutation 
be  received.  The  next  friend 
tter  treated,  for  I  foon  found 
luft  purchafe  by  civility  that  rc- 
lich  I  bad  expe£led  to  enforce 
ence. 
c  was  yet  no  fmoke  of  bonnres. 
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no  harmony  of  bells,  no  fhout  of  crowds^ 
nor  riot  of  joy;  thebufinefs  of  the  duy 
wenr  forward  as  before,  and  afW  hav- 
ing ordered  a  fplendid  lupper,  which  no 
man  came  to  partake,  and  which  my 
chagrin  hindered  me  from  tailinfir,  I 
went  to  bed,  where  the  vexation  of  dif- 
appointment  ovcrpo>\'cred  the  fatigue  of 
my  journey,  and  kept  me  from  ilecp. 

I  rofe  fo  much  numbled  by  thofe 
mortifications,  as  to  inquire  after  the  pit- 
fent  ftate  of  the  town,  and  found  tliat  I 
had  been  abfcnt  too  long  to  obtain  tlio 
triumph  which  had  flattered  my  expec- 
tation. Of  the  friends  whofe  compli- 
ments I  expe^ed,  fome  had  long  ago 
moved  to diltantprovinccs,  (bme  had  luft 
in  the  maladies  of  age  all  fenfe  of  another^s 
profperity,  and  fonie  had  forgotten  oiu- 
former  intimacy  amidlt  care  and  dil- 
treHes.  Of  tluree  whom  I  had  refolved 
to  punifh  for  their  former  offences  by  a 
longer  continuance  of  ne^le6l,  one  was, 
by  his  own  induftry,  i*aifed  above  my 
fcorn,  and  two  were  fhcltered  from  it  in 
the  grave.  All  thofe  whom  I  loved, 
feared  or  hated ,  all  whole  envy  or  whofe 
kindncfs  I  had  hopes  of  contemplating 
with  pleafure,  were  fwept  away^  and 
their  place  was  filled  by  a  new  genera- 
tion with  other  views  and  other  compe- 
titions; and  amon?  many  proofs  of  the 
impotence  of  wealth,  I  found  that  It  con- 
ferred upon  me' very  few  dilUn^ions  in 
my  native  place. 

'1  am,  Sir,  Sec. 

Serotinus. 


CLXVI.     SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  19,   1751, 


fAVPER    ZRT8   SXMrFRfSl  PAUPER   ES,  ^MIt.|ANE, 

dantua  opes  mjllis  nunc  misi  pivitibus. 

Mart. 

OKCX   POOR,  MT   PRfEN-D,  STILT  POOR    YOU   MUST   REMAIN; 
THE  tlCH  ALONE   HAVE  ALL   THE   MEANS  OP   CAIN. 

£rw.  Caw. 


comphint  has  been  more  fre- 
aentiy  repeated  in  all  ages  than 

the  nrglefl  of  merit  aifociated 
)verty,  and  the  difficulty  with 
duable  orpleafing  qualities  force 
Ts  into  view,  when  ihey  are  cb- 
•y  indigence.  It  has  been  long 
ly  that  native  bpauty  has  little 
»  cliann  without  ^he  ornamcntj 
fortune  beflowc,  and  that  to 
•  favour  of  others  is  often  fuf- 
3  bioder  ui  from  pht^ipiDH  it. 


Every  day  difcovci-s  that  mankind 
are  not  yet  convince*!  of  their  error,  or 
that  thtir  conviction  is  without  power 
to  influence  their  conduct}  for  poveitv 
ttill  continues  to  produce  contempt,  anil 
ftill  obih-u6ls  tlu-  claims  of  kindred  and 
of  viituc.  The  eye  of  wealth  is  ele^'at- 
ed  towards  higher  Ibtions,  and  feldoiQ 
defcends  to  examine  the  afiions  o(  thole 
who  arc  placed  below  the  level  of  its 
notice,  and  who  in  diftant  regions  and 
lower  fixu^Uow  Mt  &r>^^w^Ni\^^^'^- 
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tnfs,  or  foilir.g  for  brMcI.  Amonc:  the 
inultitiuies  overwhelmed  with  iiiiuM- 
rable  calamity,  it  is  common  to  find 
thole  whom  a  very  linlc  alUtiaiice  \vouM 
ciiaUle  to  fupnnrt  themlcives  with  de- 
cency, and  who  yet  cannot  obtain  from 
near  relations  what  they  lee  hourly  la- 
vilhed  in  ollcnuiion,  luxuiv,  or  iVo- 
lick. 

•  There  arc  natural  reafons  why  poverty 
does  not  eaiiiy  conciliate  aftc^ion.  He 
that  has  been  confined  from  his  infancy 
to  the  converliition  of  tiic  lowcft  clafieit 
of  mankind,  muft  nfceflltrily  want  thofe 
accornplifhments  which  are  tlu'  ni'ual 
means  of  attrafting  favour;  and  though 
truth,  fortitude,  and  jM-obity,  give  an 
indifputable  right  to  reverence  and  kind- 
nefs,  they  will  not  be  ditlin^'^iiiihed  by 
common  eyes,  uniefs  they  are  brighten- 
ed by  elegnnc2  of  manners,  but  are 
caft  afide  liktr  unpoliihed  gem -5,  of  which 
none  but  the  artiil  knows  the  intrinfick 
valu-,  till  their  afiKritics  are  fmooihcd 
and  their  inct  urtations  rubbed  away. 

Th«;  v^rolViv  Is  of  ^•^llc:ar  habits  ob- 
ftntiU  t'lc  vliic.icy  (;t  viitnc,  as  impu- 
rity and  h;u  Ihncu  of  th  Ic  impuirs  the 
furcc  of  rt-'fon,  p.vA  rugged  number* 
turn  off  the  lulnd  from  artifice  of  dii- 

{lofition,  and  4fHility  of  invtnjion.  Fc\^ 
iHvc:  ftrcri'fth  of  reafon  to  over- rule  the 
t".'rccpiif^ri  of  fonfe;  anil  yd  fewer 
JVC  ciniolity  or  btiicvoltnct  to  rtrugglc 
Imp:  :Ki;;tijilf  the  firll  impivllinn:  he 
t!\eicroii:  who  fails  to  pleafc  in  hi>  falu- 
♦.ition  ami  d<ldrcU,  is  at  once  re;(  otcd, 
lu'.d  never  obtains  an  cpportuniiy  of 
fhowing  hi.;  latent  excelLnclts,  or  ef- 
fcntial  (pi.il  itibs. 

It  is  indeed  not  cify  to  pri  fcribc  a 
fucctf-iful  manner  of  approach  to  the 
dilbelVed  or  neccffitous,  whofc  condition 
fub•ei^s  evci*\'  kind  of  behaviour  equally 
to  mifcarriijjfe.  He  whofc  confidence 
of  merit  incites  him  to  meet  without 
any  apparent  fenfe  of  inferiorlly  the 
eyes  of  thofe  who  flattered  the  miVlVcs 
with  thrirov.-n  dignity,  i-?  cmfidtred  as 
«n  infolcnt  leveller,  impatient  of  the 
juft  prerogatives  of  rank  and  wealth, 
eager  to  ufurp  the  Nation  to  which  he 
ha<  no  right,  and  to  confound  the  Tub- 
ordinations  of  focictyj  and  who  would 
contribute  to  the  exaltation  «jf  that  fpirit 
which  even  want  and  C3himit\'  art  not 
able  to  retrain  fruin  rudenefs  aiid  re- 
bellion? 

^lit  no  better  fucctfs  wi\l  cofraxnoTvl^ 
be  found  to  attend  fervUity  ;md  Ejec- 


tion, which  often  give  pride  the  cwrii- 
dcncc  to  treat  them  with  contempt.  A 
requeft  mnde  with  dilKdence  and  timi- 
dity is  cafdy  denied,  becaufe  the  peti- 
tioner himfelf  fecms  to  doobt  it^s  fit- 
nefs. 

Kindncfs  is  gi-nerally  reciprocal;  we 
are  deliious  of  pleafing others,  becr.ai? 
we  receive  pie::! u re  fi-om  them;  hut  by 
what  means  can  the  man  pleafe  who* 
atti-ntion  is  eiigrolTed  b>*  his  dilheffw, 
and  who  has  no  Icifurc  to  be  officJou*; 
whofc  will  is  reitrainedby  his  necetlities, 
and  who  has  no  power  to  confer  henefit«i 
whofe  temper  is  perhaps  vitiated  by  mi- 
fcry,  and  wiiofe  underitanding  is  imped- 
ed  by  ignorance?. 

It  is  vet  a  mor?  oflenfive  difcourage- 
mcnt,  til  It  the  fame  a6tions  pcrformd 
by  dift*erent  hands  produce  difficrent  ef- 
feiU,  and  infte?.d  of  rating  the  man 
by  his  ]Hrrfomiancc5,  we  rate  too  fre- 
quently the  perfonnance  by  tlic  man. 
It  fometimcs  happens  in  the  combina- 
tions of  life,  that  important  fcrvices  are 
perfoi-nted  by  inferioi-s;  but  though  their 
zeal  and  attivit\'  may  be  paid  b\'  pecu- 
niary rewards,  ilicy  Veldoin  excite  ihit 
flow  of  gratitude,  or  obtain  that  acen- 
mulation  of  rccompence,  with  whidi 
all  think  it  tlwir  duty  to  ackncwktlgB 
the  favoui  of  thofe  who  ddcend  to  th«if 
afiiftance  from  a  higher  elevation.  To 
be  obliged,  is  to  be  in  fome  rcfpcft  in- 
ferior to  another ;  and  few  willingly  in- 
dulge the  memory  of  an  a£lion  which 
lailcs  or.e  whom  ihey  have  always  been 
arrpftomcd  to  think  Ixlow  them,  but 
fatisfy  themfelvcs  with  faint  praife  and 
penurious  payment,  and  then  drive  it 
from  their  own  minds,  and  endeavour 
to  conceal  it  from  the  knowlcdj^v  <^ 
othrrs. 

It  may  be  always  obje^ed  to  the  fcr- 
vices of  thofe  who  can  be  fuppofed  to 
want  a  reward^  that  thisy  virere  produced 
not  by  kindnefs  but  interetlj  they  m 
therefore,  when  they  are  no  longer  want- 
ed, eafily  difrcgaraeil  as  arts  ^  infisa- 
ation,  or  ftratagems  of  felfifhneft.  Be- 
nefits which  are  received  as  gifts  fnu 
wealth,  are  cxa6led  as  debts  trom  iDdi- 
gencc;  and  he  that  in  a  high  ftation  i$»- 
Icbratedfor  fuperfluous  goodneft^woQU 
in  a  mtraner  condition  have  baidy  beai 
confelfcd  to  have  done  his  dutv. 

It  is  fcarcely  poflible  for  tuc  ntmaft 
benevolence  to  oblige,  when  exerted  un- 
drr  thsi  dlGulvautigjet  of  graat  infieti- 
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di|  fuch  txpe^lations  are  commonly 
leil  as  no  ieal  or  indiitiry  can  fatisfy; 
what  regard  can  he  hope  wiio  has 
;  Ids  than  was  demanded  from  him? 
here  are  indeed  klndneffes  conferred 
h  were  never  purchuled   by  j>r£ce- 

favount,  and  there  is  an  aftection 
iriiing  from  fjnititiidc  or  grof's  in- 
ks by  which  fnnilar  natures  are  at- 
:ed  to  each  other,  without  profj>e6l 
ny  other  advantage  than  the  plca- 
of  exchanging  fcniimcnts,  and  the 
^  of  confirming  their  ellccm  of  th  jm- 
»  by  the  approbation  of  e.ich  other, 
this   fpontaneoiis   fondncfs  feMoin 

at  the  fight  of  poverty,  which  t- very 
regards  with  Inbitual  contempt,  and 
vhich  the  applaufe  is  no  more  couit- 
y  vanity,  than  ths  counter. mce  is 
ited  by  ambition.  The  moil  gcnc- 
.  and  difmterclted  friendfhip  mud  be 
Ived  at  laft  into  the  love  of  our- 
:sj  he  therefore  whofe  reputation  or 
lity  inclines  us  to  confuUr  his  eilcem 

tedimonial  of  defcrt,  will  always 
our  hearts  open  to  his  endearments. 
tvery  day  fee  men  of  eminence  foU 
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lowed  with  all  the  obfequioufnefs  of 
dependance,  and  courted  with  all  the 
blandifhhients  of  ilattery,  by  thoii?  who 
want  nothing  from  them  but  profcfTiont 
of  regard,  and  who  think  thcmftlves  li- 
berally :.. varied  by  a  bow,  a  fmile,  or 
an  embrace. 

But  thofe  pre'iidlces  which  every 
mind  feels  more  or  hd  in  fav/>ur  of 
riches,  ought,  like  other  opinions  which 
only  cullom  andexam}>lt:  have  impreffed 
upon  us,  to  be  in  time  lubjc6lcd  to  rea- 
Ibn.  V>  c  muft  Lain  how  to Iepara>  the 
real chaiacler  from  citi-anecus  adhefions 
and  cai'iial  circumltanccs,  to  conhder 
cloiVly  him  whom  we  r.re  about  to  adopft 
or  to  reject  J  to  regard  his  inclinations 
as  well  as  his  a6>ions;  to  tiace  out  th6fe 
virtues  which  lie  torpid  in  the  heart  fof 
want  of  opportunity,  r.nd  thofe  vices 
that  hirk  unieen  by  the  abfcnce  of  temp- 
tation; that  when  we  find  worth  faintly 
fhooting  in  the  Hiades  of  obfcurity,  we 
may  let  in  light  and  funflnne  upon  it» 
and  ripen  barren  rolitton  into  eificacy 
and  power. 


N'CLXVIl.    TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  22,  1751* 

CA^PtDA  TtnttTVO  RKSlbl  CONCOtOlA  LF.CTO, 

TAM^V-E   PARI   SF.MPEH    SIT   VENUS   ^.<^UA  JUGO. 
91L10AT  IPSA   SENEM   <i.UOHbAM,  SE^   tT   IPSA   MAKITO 

tun  q,uoq^ue  cum  fuerit,  non  vldeatuk  anus. 

Mart* 

THrim   KUFTIAL  BED  MAY  8»ilI.tS0  CONCORD   dRtSS, 

AHD  Venus  still  the  mappv  vnion  bless! 

WRINKLED  WITH  ACS,  MAY  MUTUAL  LOVE  AND  TRUTH 
TO  THEIR  DIM  EVEf  RECALL  THE  BLOOM  OF  YOUTH. 

F.  Lt'.vis. 


TO  THE  HAMBLEIt. 

StRy 

**  is  not  common  to  envy  tliofe  with 
Mrhonri  we  cannot  eafily  be  placed  in 
ipariibn.  Every  man  fees  without 
ctrolcnce  the  progref^i  of  another  in 
tnidki  of  life  which  he  has  himfelf 
leflre  to  tread,  and  hears,  witho\it  in- 
lation  to  cavjls  or  contradi£lion,  the 
3#ik  of  tliofe  whofe  difbnce  will  not 
'er  them  to  draw  the  attention  of  mah- 
d  from  his  own  merit*  The  failor 
cr  thinks  it  neceflary  to  conteft  the 
'yer*t  abilities;  nor  would  the  Ram- 
TykoWever  jealous  of  his  reputation^ 
niiich  difturbed  by  the  fuccelsof  rival 
1  tt  Agn  or  T/pahan. 
»V  ^#  OQt  thtrcfvrc  a/cribc  to  you 


any  fiinerlative  degree  of  virtue,  when 
we  believe  that  we  may  inform  you  of 
bur  change  of  condition  without  dinger 
of  malignant  fafcinatiou)  and  that  when 
you  read  of  the  mimage  of  your  cor- 
refpondents  Hymenanis  and  Tranquilla, 
you  will  join  your  wilhes  to  thcfe  of 
their  other  friends  for  the  happy  event 
of  an  union  in  which  caprice  and  felfilh- 
nefs  had  fo  little  part. 

There  is  at Jeaft  this  feafon  why  ^x 
fhould  be  Icfs  deceived  in  our  connubial 
hopes  than  many  ^ho  enter  into  the 
fame  ftate,  that  we  have  allowed  our 
mind$  to  form  no  unreafonablc  cxpe£ta- 
tlons,  nor  vitiated  our  fancies,  m  the 
foft  hours  of  courrfhi^)  wltU  vvCva\\*s>  vk€ 
fcUcity  wVucYiVivXTwaxv^sstx  t-w^sitxXaR.- 
ftow,  or  of  v«ft^oTv%VcCvOtv  V\vcs\-\xvn\^- 
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tuo  cannot  attain.  That  impartijlity 
with  which  wc  endeavoured  to  inipctt 
the  manners  of  all  whom  we  haw  ^n<^wn 
was  never  fo  much  overpowered  by  our 
palTiont  but  that  we  difcovcrcd  Ibmc 
faults  and  weakneffcs  in  each  other;  and 
joined  our  hands  in  conviflion,  that  as 
thcrearead vantages  to  he  enjoyed  in  iniir- 
riage,  there  are  mconvcniencics  likewifc 
tohcenduredj  and  that,  together  with 
confederate  intellefls  and  aiixillar  vir- 
tues, wc  mud  find  different  opinions  and 
oppof.tc  inclinations. 

We  howe^*er  flatter  ourfilves,  for 
who  is  not  flattered  by  himlclf  as  well 
as  by  others  on  the  day  of  mairiajxe, 
that  we  are  eminently  q\i:ilillcd  to  give 
.  inuiU.il  plcafure.  Our  birth  is  without 
any  inch  rcmarkble  difparity  as  can  give 
either  an  opportunity  of  inlulting  the 
other  with  pompnus  names  and  Iplondid 
aili;mces,  or  of  calling  in,  upon  any 
domeftick.  controverfy,  the  overbearing 
afliitance  of  powerful  relations.  Our 
fortune  was  equally  fuitable,  (o  thatwc 
mett  without  any  of  thofc  obligations 
which  always  produce  rcuro.ich,  or  fu- 
fpicion  of  reproach,  wh'ch,  thouuih  they 
may  be  forgotten  in  the  gait.iits  of  the 
firlt  month,  no  delicacy  will  always 
fupprefs,  or  of  which  the  fuppreflion 
mull  be  confidered  as  a  new  favour,  to 
he  repaid  by  tamenefs  and  fubniiflion, 
till  gratitude  takes  the  place  of  love, 
and  ihedelireofpleafing  degenerates  by 
degrees  into  the  tear  of  offending. 

The  fettlements  cauled  no  delay  j  for 
we  did  not  truft  our  affairs  to  the  ncgo- 
ciation  of  wretches  who  would  have 
paid  their  court  by  multiplying  ftipula- 
tlons.  Tranquilla  fcorned  to  detain 
any  part  of  her  fortune  from  him  into 
whole  hands  (he  delivered  up  her  perlbn; 
and  HjTnenxus  thought  no  dSi  of  bafe- 
nefs  more  criminal  than  his  who  cnllaves 
his  wife  by  her  own  ficenerofity,  who  by 
marrying  without  a  jointure  condemns 
her  to  all  the  dangers  of  accident  and 
caprice,  and  at  laft  boafls  his  liberality, 
by  granting  what  only  the  indifcrction 
of  her  kindnefs  enabled  him  to  with- 
hold. He  therefore  i-cccived  on  tlie 
common  terms  the  portion  which  any 
other  woman  might  have  brought  him, 
and  rcfcrvcd  all  the  exuberance  of  ac- 
knowledgment for  tliofe  excellencies 
which  he  has  yet  been  able  to  dilcover 
only  in  Tranquilla. 

We  did  not  \yaf8  the  weeks  ot  caun- 
ftjp  like  thofe  vrho  con^dtr  them&\\«i% 


as  taking  the  laft  dniight  of  pleafnrf, 
and  refolve  not  to  quit  the  bowl  with- 
out a  furfrit,  or  who  know  themfches 
about  to  fct  happincfsto  hazard,  and  en- 
deavour to  lofc  their  ft-nfc  of  danger  in 
the  ebriety  of  jyrrpetnal  amnfement,  and 
whirl  round  the  gulph  before  they  link. 
Hymcnxns  often  repeated  a  medical  ax- 
iom, that  thf  fuccours  of  ficknefs  ough 
not  to  be  wajltJ  in  bcalth.  Wc  know 
that  however  our  eyes  may  yet  fparkk, 
and  our  hearts  bound  at  tbe  prelirnce  of 
each  other,  the  time  of  lilMeffnefs  and 
fitietv,  of  pi*vi(hnefs  and  diiirontcnf, 
mullcomc  at  laft,  in  which  wc  (haJib: 
diivcn  for  relief  to  fliows  and  rtce- 
ations;  that  the  unifonnity  of  \\\t  niuft 
be  fometimcs  divcrfified,  and  the  \^.v:^ 
ities  of  convcrlation  fometimcs  fupplicd. 
We  reioicc  in  the  reflexion  that  we  hart 
ft  ores  of  novelty  yet  uncxhaufted,  which 
m;iy  be  opened  when  repletion  ^iUcall 
for  change,  and  gratitirations  yet  nn- 
tnrted,  by  winch  life,  wh^n  it  fliali  be- 
come vapid  or  bitter,  may  be  reftorcd  jo 
it's  former  fweetncfs  and  I'prightlinch, 
and  again  irritate  the  appetite,  and  again 
f])arkle  in  the  cup. 

Otir  time  will  probably  be  lefs  taltf- 
Icfs  than  that  of  thoic  wb.om  the  auth*)- 
rity  and  avarice  of  parents  unites  al- 
moft  without  their  confent  in  their  eariy 
years,  before  they  have  accumubi^i 
any  fund  of  reflection,  or  collciled  male- 
rials  for  mutual  entertainment.  Such 
wc  have  often  feen  rihngin  the  momir.g 
to  caids,  and  retiring  in  the  afiemowu 
to  dole,  whofchappinefs  was  celcbiattJ 
by  their  neighbours,  becaufe  ihcy  hap- 
pened to  grow  rich  by  parfimony,  and  to 
be  kept  quiet  bv  infcnfibility,  and  agrccii 
to  eat  and  to  rtcep  together. 

We  have  both  mingled  with  tlje  wrlJ, 
arid  ai-e  therefore  no  ftrangers  to  the 
faults  and  virtues,  thedefigns  antl  com- 
petitions, the  ho|x:s  andf;:ars,  of  our  co- 
temporaries.  We  have  loth  amu(tJ 
our  Iclfurc  with  books,  and  can  there- 
fore recount  the  events  of  former  tini»F 
or  cite  the  dictates  of  ancient  wifdon. 
Every  occurrence  fumiflies  us  withfiboe 
hint  which  one  or  the  other  can  improt'^i 
and  if  it  fliould  happen  that  memorj  or 
imagination  fail  us,  wc  can  retire  to  Q^ 
idle  or  unimproving  folitude. 

Though  our  chara6Urg,  behdd  at  a 
diftanccy  exhibit  this  general  refen- 
blance,  yet  a  nearer  in(be£lion  difcoTeri 
^\\d\  -a.  ^v^vrcv\\\x\\«k  of  our  habitUil* 
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kd vantages,  and  aflTords  that  eon* 
difcorsy  that  fuitable  difagree- 
rhich  is  always  neceflary  to  intel- 
harmony.  There  may  be  a  to- 
aHlty  of  ideas  which  admits  no 
Kition  of  the  fame  delight,  and 
lay  likewife  be  luch  a  conformity 
ODS,  as  leaves  neither  any  thing 
to  the  declfions  of  the  other, 
fuch  contrariety  there  can  be  no 
with  fuch  fimilarity  there  can 
tieafurc.  Our  reafonings,  though 
orroed  upon  diflferent  views,  ter- 
generally  in  the  (ame  conclufion. 
oughts,  like  rivulets  ifTuing  from 
fprings,  are  each  impregnated  in 
irfe  with  vaiious  mixtures,  and 
by  infufions  unknown  to  the 
yet  at  laft  eafily  unite  into  one 
and  purify  themfelves  by  thegcn- 
"vefcence  of  contrary  qualities, 
fe  benefits  we  receive  in  a  greater 
as  weconverfe  without  referve, 
:  we  have  nothing  to  conceal, 
ve  no  debts  to  be  paid  by  imper- 
t  dedu6lions  from  avowed  ex- 
,  no  habits  to  be  indulged  by  the 
fubfcrviency  of  a  favoured  fervant, 
'ate  interviews  of  needy  relations, 
elligcnce  with  fpies  placed  upon 
her.  We  coniidcred  marriage  as 
>(l  foleiT.n  league  of  perpetual 
bipy  a  ftate  from  which  artifice 
ncealment  are  u>  be  baniihed  for 


ever,  and  in  which  every  a£l  of  diifimu- 
lation  is  a  breach  of  faith. 

The  impetuous  vivacity  of  youth,  and 
that  ardor  of  defire,  which  the  firft  fight 
of  plcafure  naturally  produces,  have 
long  cealed  to  hurry  us  into  irregularity 
and  vehemence;  and  experience  bat 
/hewn  us  that  few  gratifications  are  too 
valuable  tb  be  facrificed  to  complaifance. 
We  have  thought  it  convenient  to  reft 
from  the  fatigue  of  pleafure,  and  now 
only  continue  that  courfe  of  life  into 
which  we  had  before  entered,  confirmed 
in  our  choice  by  mutual  approbation » 
fuppoited  in  our  refolution  by  mutual 
encouragen)ent,-  and  ailifted  in  our  ef- 
forts by  mutual  exhortation. 

Such,  Mr.  Rambler,  is  our  profpc^t 
of  life;  a  profpe£l  which,  as  it  is  be- 
held with  more  attention,  feemstoopen 
more  extenfive  happinefs,  and  fpreads 
by  degrees  into  the  boundlcfs  regions  of 
eternity.  But  if  all  our  prudence  has 
been  vain,  and  we  are  doomed  to  give 
one  tnlUnce  more  of  the  uncertainty  of 
human  dtfcemment,  we  (hall  comfort 
ourfelves  amidft  our  difappointments* 
that  we  were  not  betrayed  but  by  fuch 
dclufions  as  caution  could  not  efcape, 
fince  we  fought  happinefs  only  in  the 
arms  of  virtue.  We  are,  Sir>  your  hum- 
ble fervantsi 

Hymenaus, 
Tranquilla* 


CLXVIIL     SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  ^6,   1751. 


"•DECIFIT 


FBONS  PRIMA  MULTOS,  KARA  MENt  INTIILICIT 
<tVOD  INTIRIORX  CONOIDIT  CURA  AKGCLO. 

PNiEDRVS. 

THX  TIKSIL   CLZTTER,  AKD  THX   SpKCIOUS  MIEN, 
l>XtVDE  THE  MOST)    FEW  PRY   BEHIND  THE  SCENE* 


las  been  obfervcd  by  Boileau,  that 
mean  or  common  thought  expref- 
in  pompous  diction,  generally 
Pet  more  than  a  new  or  noble  fen- 
nt  delivered  in  low  and  vulgar 
uagc;  becaufe  the  number  is  great- 
'  tnofe  whom  cuilom  has  enabled 
idge  of  words,  than  whon^  ftudy 
qualified  to  examine  things.* 
it  folution  might  fatisfy,  if  fuch 
rere  offended  with  meannefs  of  ex- 
Q  as  are  unable  to  diltinguiih  pro- 
of thought,  and  to  feparate  pro- 
•nt  or  images  from  the  vehicles  by 
tb^r  9ft  convejed  to  the  under- 


(landing.  But  this  kind  of  di{gu(l  is 
by  no  means  confined  to  the  ignorant  or 
fuperficial  j  itopcrates  uniformly  and uni- 
verfaily  upon  readers  of  all  claffesj 
every  man,  however  profound  or  ab- 
llraaed,  perceives  himfelf  irrefiftibly 
alienated  by  low  termsj  they  who  pro- 
fefs  the  inofl  zealous  adherence  to  truths 
are  forced  to  admit  that  ilie  owes  part  of 
her  charms  to  her  ornaments;  and  lofes 
much  of  her  power  over  the  foul,  when 
(he  appears  dugraced  by  a  drcfs  uncouth 
or  ill-adju(led. 

We  arc  all  ofTeivdtd  Vi'^  Vo>»j  \KCRv\>\i>\\. 
art  not  difgvil^cA  ^V^itX^^  >5wt  ^xwt  cwcv- 


38c 


THE     RAMBLER. 


pofitions,  bcciufe  vre  do  not  nil  ai^rtfc  to 
renluic  the  l";injc  tr;ins  as  low.  No 
xi-ord  isnatiiiiiiiyor  inTiinfirjIU- meincr 
tlwn  another;  oui"  opinion  tiuiM^j'C  ot" 
v'ords,  ih  of  otlii-T  thIn,;->  aibitiarily 
and  cap-ifjcjlly  ti\al)iilb«.;!,  dc|.jnJs 
wholly  upoi'  act:'.itnr  ard  cuit'.»rn.  The 
rott.i^cr  ijiniks  ihofc  .»^ijrtn)vni.i  Iplen- 
did  and  ;i>Kioub,  whi*ii  an  -.jh-'.^itant 
of  palaces  will  de.j»if<»  for  Oicii  i:i::ltf- 
j^anccj  and  to  hia;  who  has  palK-d  inoii 
of  his  ho'.irs  with  ihe  dedicate  .-..U  pj- 
litr,  many  exprclTici'.s  will  ileni  jonl.d, 
which  another,  equally  acv..;:,  miy  h^ar 
without  oft'cnce;  hut  a  mean  l-.rin  ne- 
ver faiU  to  diiplrafe  him  to  whom  it  .".p- 
pearR  mean,  as  poverty  is  cci  tainlv  and 
invariably  (h;fpii"txl,  tnoujdi  he.  who  is 
poor  in  the  cy.s  of  I'otv.c  niny  byotlurs 
I3e envied  for  hi.  wtalth. 

Words  bccoHiC  I'.-w  hy  *\\*:  occ  ifions 
to  whii-l;  they  .tj  .'ip^'Lii-d,  or  li.c  i',£nc- 
Xa!  chnraclcrofiht.:!  \\ho  nfc  t'-.^m;  and 
the  dii^iid  .vbich  i!i -y  pu^l'icc  aiifts 
from  the  le/i'.ai  of  thofc  images  with 
which  tlM.y  arc  comrr.-jnly  united.  Thus 
if,  in  thtinofl  fc'cmn  ilifcourA ,  a  jihrafc 
happ<*ns  to  occur  which  has  been  I'uc- 
ccis'.  -Uy  employed  in  fo:v.c  ludicrotis 
nan-alive,  the giavcil  auditor  finds  it*hi.- 
licull  to  refrain  from  laughter,  when 
thry  who  are  not  prcpcfitftcd  by  the  fame 
•accitlental  aflbciation  dw.  utie:ly  unable 
to  ^11  els  the  reaJbn  of  his  mmimcnt. 
\V\irds  which  convey  ideas  oi  dignity  in 
nne  age,  arc  banilhtd  from  elegant  writ- 
ing or  convcrfation  in  another,  becaufc 
jhey  are  in  time  dcbafed  by  vulgar 
mouths,  and  can  be  no  longer  heard 
without  the  involuntaiy  rccollc6lion  of 
unpleafmg  images. 

When  Mackbtth  is  confirming  him- 
fclf  in  the  hoi-rid  purpofe  oi  ll:ibbing  his 
king,  he  breaks  out  amiuTt  his  emotions 
into  a  wilh  natural  to  a  murderer. 


from  the  count  "ma  ion  of  (fic  words  to 
t^:i  idea-:.  What  can  be  more  dreadful 
than  to  implore  the  pretence  of  nighty 
in  reft  ed  not  in  common  obfciiiity,  but 
in  thefmokeof  hell?  Yet  th-elficacy 
of  ihi"?  invoc'iii4m  is  dellro^'cd  by  (he 
iniertion  of  an  t-piihet  now  Icldom  hnrr! 
but  in  the  (table,  and  </a«  night  mv 
comeo"-  ^ro  without  any  other  notice  ihaa 
cjr.tcnript. 

I:"  wt:  iVirt  in^o  raptures  when  fome 
hMooftltb  IlLtdti  I U  us  that  ^i^y /*-"•"■*■" 
hi;,  ianc-  n;^k.-s  with  cngcniefs  to  deihovj 
if  we  are  ahrmcd  at  the  terror  of  tne 
foldiers  tommaudcil  by  C^tar  to  hew 
down  the  facied  cc'ove,  who  dreaded, 
favR  L'.ican,  Iclt  tfte  axe  aimed  at  thi 
oak  iliuuld  fly  back  upon  the  ibikeff- 

.Si  r:hcrj  fecrafirireiit, 
Infua  credcbant  rcdtturas  fHimhrj/ecarfSf 

None  dares  with  impious  ftcel  the  grweti 

rend, 
Led  on  biml'elfthedeftin^d  ftroke  defceod; 

we  cannot  furely  l>ut  fympathife  wh 
the  horrors  of  a  wretch  about  to  mur- 
der his  mafter,  his  friend,  his  l>encfac- 
tor,  who  ful'pefts  that  thi  weapon  wiH 
ivfufc  it^  office,  and  ttart  back  from  ♦hs 
bre^irt  which  he  is  preparing  to  violate. 
Yet  this  fcntiment  is  weikcned  by  the 
name  of  an  inftrument  ufcd  by  butchers 
and  cooks  in  the  mcanertemplovmcntsj 
we  do  not  immcJiatcly  conceive  thu 
any  crime  of  im^wrtancc  is  to  be  com- 
mitted with  a  knife  \  or  who  doc«  iio*f 
at  laft,  from  the  long  habit  of  connefl- 
ing  a  knife  with  fordid  offices,  feci  avcr- 
fion  i-ather  than  terror? 

Mackbeth  proceeds  to  wifli,  in  the 
madnefscf  guilt,  that  tho  infjicitionof 
heaven  m-'.y  be  intercepted,  and  that  he 
may,  m  the  involutions  of  infernal  dark- 
ncfs,  efcape  the  eye  of  Providence.  T1hi» 
is  the  ut  mo  A  extravagance  of  dttennin- 
cd  wickedncfsi  yet  this  is  fo  dcbafed  bf 
two  unfortunate  words,  that  while  I  en- 
deavour to  Imprefs  on  my  reader  the  cn- 
trg>'  of  the  fentimcnt,  I  can  fcarcc  check 
niyrifibilitv,  when  rhc  expic(fion  fercei 
Ititlf  upon  my  mind;  for  who,  without 
fome  relaxation  of  his  gravity,  can  h«r 
of  the  avengers  of  guift/f//Mfff  ibrotp 
a  blanket  F 

Thcfe  impcvfcftions  of  diflion  are  lf» 

obvious  to  the  readtT,  -as  he  is  Icfs  «f • 

o  tw  ^,...-      f;uai!itvd  wilh  common  ufaprs;  they  a« 

p-'f  ibmc  diJlurbancc  of  bU  aU^ftUuyL     \iwt-v.lw^  ^'i^^^  v»:-5w:\^uble  to  afo- 


-Come,  thick  night  I 


And  p^i*  thee  in  the  dunneft  Tmoke  of  hell, 
That  my  kren  knifo  fee  nnt  the  wound  it 

ma!:es; 
Hot  heaven  pc.p  through  the  blanket  of  the 

To  cry,  Hold,  ho!d! 

In  this  pafTajc  is  exerted, all  the  force  of 
poetry,  that  force  which  calls  new  pow- 
ers into  b-i:ig,  which  embodies  icnti- 
meni,  and  anim.M'-s  nuitcr}  yet  per- 
Ji.ips  icarce  any  mjn  now  pcrutis'  it  with- 
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,  who  teams  odr  language  from 
and  will  llnke  a  iblitary  ac:;dc- 
:i's  forcibly  than  a  modifh  lady. 
>ng  the  nuinfrous  requiiites  that 
ncur  to  complete  an  author,  few 
more  importance  than  an  early 
e  into  the  living  world.  The 
knov/lcilire  may  be  planted  in 
',  ;'Ut  muh  be  cultivated  in  puh- 
Ajgumentation  may  be  taught 
ges,  and  theories  formeil  in  re- 
t;  but  the  artifice  of  embeUilh- 
ind  the  powers  of  atU'a6lion,can 
cd  only  by  general  convcrfe. 
icquaintance  with  prevailing  caf- 
td  faHiionable  elegance  is  necef- 
ewife  for  other  purpoles.  The 
that  grand  imagery  fufFers  from 
ble  language,  peribnal  merit  may 
om  nidenefs  and  indelicacy, 
the  fuccefs  of  ^neas  depended 
tavonr  of  die  queen  upon  whofc 
tie  was  driven,  his  celcftial  pro- 


tcflreft  thought  htm  not  fufficiently  fe- 
cured  againft  rcjcftion  by  his  piety  or 
braver^',  but  decorated  him  for  the  in- 
terview with  preternatural  beauty. 
Whoe^'er,  delircs,  for  his  writings  or 
himielf,  what  none  can  reaibnahl  y  con- 
temn, the  favour  of  mankind,  mull  add 
grace  to  Ihength,  and  make  his  thoughts 
agreeable  as  well  as  ufcful.  Many  com- 
plain of  negleft  who  never  tried  to  at- 
tra^l  regard.  It  cannot  be  expelled  that 
the  patrons  of  fcience  or  virtue  ihould 
be  folicitous  to  difcovcf' excellencies, 
which  they  who  poflTefs  ihem  fhade  and 
dil'guiie.  Few  have  abilities  fo  much 
needed  by  the  reft  of  the  world  as  tq  be 
carefled  on  theirown  terms;  and  he  that 
will  not  condefcend  to  recommend  him« 
Mt'  by  external  embellifhments,  muft 
fubmit  to  the  fate  of  juft  fentiment 
meanly  cxprcffed,  and  be  ridiculed  and 
forgotten  before  he  is  underftood. 


CLXIX.     TUESDAY,    OCTOBER  29,  1751.. 

kxc  pluteum  cadit,  nec  demorsos  sapit  ungues. 

Persius« 
no  blood  from  bitten  naif.s  those  poems  drew) 

BUT,  CHURN'o  like  SPITTLE,    FROM  THE  LIPS   THEY  PLEW. 


TU  RAL  hiftorlans  aflcrt,  that 
whatever  is  formed  for  long  dura - 
rives  llowly  to  it's  maturity, 
:hc  firmeil  timber  is  of  tardy 
,  and  animals  generally  exceed 
ler  in  longevity,  in  proportion  to 
!  between  their  conception  and 
rth. 

fame  obfeiTation  may  be  extend- 
e  offspring  of  the  mind.  Hady 
dons,  however  they  pleafc  at  firft 
ay  luxuriance,  and  Spread  in  the 
I  of  temporary  favour,  can  I'cU 
dore  the  change  of  fcafons,  but 
t  Ac  firll  blalt  of  criticifm,  or 
iiegle£l.  When  Apclics  was 
led  with  the  paucity  of  his  pro- 
ty  and  the  mceilant  attention 
lich  he  retouched  his  pieces,  he 
mded  to  make  no  other  anfwer, 
tt^  hg  pMHtedfir  perpetuity* 
niitycan  more  juftly  incur  con- 
nd  mdignation  than  that  which 
'negligence  and  hurry.  For  who 
r  with  patience  the  writer  who 
iich  fuperiority  to  the  reft  of  his 


Drydrk. 

fpecies,  as  to  imagine  that  mankind  are 
at  leifure  for  attention  to  his  extempo- 
rary failies,and  that  pofterity  will  report 
his  calual  etiu lions  among  die  treai'uret 
of  ancient  wifdom? 

Men  have  fometimes  appeared  of  fuch 
tranfccndcnt  abilities,  that  their  flighted 
and  moft  curlbry  peiformanccs  excel  all 
that  labour  and  itudy  can  enable  meaner 
intellects  tocompofc;  as  there  are  regions 
of  which  the  fpontancous  produ^s  can- 
not be  equalled  in  other  ibiU  by  care 
and  culture.  But  it  is  no  lels  danger- 
ous for  any  man  to  place  himfelf  in  tliis 
rank  of  underft.indint:^,  and  fancy  that 
he  is  bom  to  be  illtii\rious  without  la- 
bour, than  tD  omit  the  cares  of  hufband- 
ry,  and  ^xpeFt  from  his  ground  the 
bJolToms  of  Ambia. 

The  greatcft  part  of  thofe  who  con- 
gratulate themfelves  upon  their  intellec- 
t\ial  dignity,  and  ufurp  the  privileges 
of  genius,  are  men  whom  only  themfeives 
would  ever  have  marked  out  as  enriched 
by  uncommon  liberalities  of  nature,  or 
entitled  to  vtT\cnX\QU  veA  \ica&!«\a^\\.^ 
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on  cafy  tcrins.  This  ardour  of  confi- 
dence is  uiually  found  ;:m(^ng  iholc  who, 
having  not  enlarged  their  notions  by 
books  or  converlition,  are  pcrfuided, 
by  the  partiaUty  which  we  all  feci  in 
our  own  fiivcur,'  thcit  they  hare  reached 
the  iummit  of  excellence,  bccaufe  they 
cJifcovcr  none  higher  than  tlicmfelvcs; 
and  who  acquielce  in  the  iirll  thoughts 
that  occur,  becaiifc  their  fcantineis  of 
knowledge  allows  them  little  choice,  and 
the  narrowncis  of  their  views  atibids 
them  no  glimpfe  of  perftfction  of  that 
fublime  idea  which  human  induftry  has 
from  the  firlt  ages  been  vainly  toiling  to 
approach.  They  fee  a  little,  and  believe 
that  there  is  nothing  beyond  their  fpherc 
of  vifion,  as  the  Patuecos  of  Spain,  who 
inhabited  a  fmall  valley,  concciveil  the 
furrounding  mountains  to  be  the  boun- 
daries of  the  world.  In  proportion  as 
pei*fe6lion  is  more  diftin^uy  conceived, 
tlic  pleafure  of  contemplating  our  own 
performances  will  be  lelicncd;  it  may 
therefore  be  oblcrvcd,  that  they  who 
mofcdeferve  praifc  are  often  afraid  to  de- 
cide in.ra\t>iir  of  their  own  perform- 
ances j  they  know  how  much  is  Irill  want- 
ing to  their  completion,  anl  wait  witli 
anxiety  and  terror  the  determination  of 
the  publick.  *  I  plcafc  c'.'cr>-  one  elfo,' 
fays  TuDy,  *  but  never  fatisfy  myfcUV 

It  has  often  been  inquired,  why,  not- 
withftanding  the  advances  of  latter  ages 
in  fcience,  and  the  afllilance  which  the 
infufion  of  fo  many  new  ideas  has  given 
us,  we  ft  il  fall  below  the  ancients  in  the 
art  o:f  compofition.  Some  part  of  their 
fuperiority  may  be  juftly  afcribed  to  J  lie 
graces  ot  their  language,  from  wiiich 
rlic  moll  polilhcd  of  the  prcfent  Euro- 
pean tongues  are  nothing  more  than  bar- 
barous degenerations.  Some  advantage 
they  miglu  gain  merely  by  priority, 
which  put  tliem  in  jtofTeliion  of  the  mod 
natural  fentiments,  and  left  us  nothing 
but  iervilc  repetition  or  forced  conceits. 
But  the  greater  part  of  their  praife  fcems 
to  have  been  the  juft  rev-ard  of  modclty 
and  lalHJur.  Their  fenie  of  human 
•wtaknefs  conHnvd  them  commonly  to 
one  ftudy,  which  their  knowledge  of  the 
extent  oi*  every  fcience  eng^aged  them  to 
prolccute  with  indefatigable  diligence. 

Among  the  wrriters  of  antiquity  I  re- 
member none  except  Statius  wbu  ven- 
tiTrcs  to  mention  the  fpecdy  production 
i>i  his  writings,  cither  as  an  extenuation 
f)fhis  faults,  or  a  proof  of  Y^«  {^xAxXn  . 
Hor  did  Stutius,  when  be  cQ^iCkOLti^d 


himfc-lf  as  a  cnndidar*  for  hfllng  r 
tion,  tiilnk  a  ciofer  attention  unnec 
but  amidrt  all  his  pride  and  inJi 
the  two  great  haflcnersof  moderr)| 
employed  twelve  yeiirs  upon  the 
bai<l,  md  thinks  his  claim  to  renow 
portionate  to  his  labour. 

Tbfbaxi^  multa  crueiata  lima^ 
Tan: at  ^  auJacifJt,  Muntuan^ 

Poli(h*d  I  ith  endlefs  toil,  my  lays 
'  Ac  length  afpire  to  Mantuan  prai: 

Ovid  indeed  apologizes  in  his  I 
ment  for  the  imperfeftion  of  his 
but  mentions  his  want  of  leifure 
liihthcm  as  an  addition  to  his  caU 
and  was  lb  far  from  imagining  j 
and  correal  ions  unneceffiry,  that 
departure  from  Rome,  he  threw  h 
tamorphoies  into  the  fire,  left  he 
be  dilgi'aced  by  a  book  which  hi 
not  hope  to  finilh. 

It  leems  not  often  to  have  ha 
that  the  fame  writer  alpircd  to  i 
tion  in  \'erfe  and  profe;  and  o 
few  that  attemptcil  fuch  diverfii^ 
cellence,  I  know  not  that  c\'en  o 
cccded.  Contrary  chara6lt:i-s  the 
imagined  a  (ingle  mind  able  to  i 
ami  therefore  no  man  is  recorded 
undertaken  moix:  than  one  kind 
matick  poetry. 

Wliat  they  had  written  they 
venture  in  their  firli ,  fondnefs  t 
into  the  world,  but  confidering 
propriety  of  fending  forth  inconfi 
that  which  cannot  be  recalled,  i 
the  publication,  if  not  nine  ye: 
cording  to  the  dii-e^ion  of  rion 
till  their  fancy  was  cooled  after  l 
tures  of  invention,  and  the  gUn 
veltyhad  ceafed  to  dazzle  the  jui 

Thei^  were  in  thofe  days  no 
or  diurnal  writers ;  multa  dies,  i 
litura,  much  time,  and  many 
were  coniidered  as  indifpenfabk 
fites;  and  that  no  other  mctbo 
taining  lailing  praife  has  been 
covered,  may  be  conie6lured  i 
blotted  manufcriptt  of  Milton  i 
maining,  and  from  the  tardy  en 
Pope's  compofitions,  deUyed  m 
once  till  the  incidents  to  which 
hided  were  forgotten,  tiil  his 
were  fecure  from  his  fa^re,and, 
an  honeft  mind  muft  be  moce 
Vvvs»  ftlttvds  were  deaf  to  his  eno 
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i  produ£lIons  foon  mto  t}ic 
y  impeifefilions  are  uiuvoivi- 
wherc  the  mind  turiiiOies  die 
as  well  as  regulates  their  dii- 
and  nothing  depends  upon 
ifonniitiun.  Delay  opens  new 
iought>  the  i'ubjecl  dii'iniifed 
appears  with  a  new  train  of 
images,  the  accidetits  of  read- 
iverfation  fupply  new  orna- 
lluiions,  or  mere  intcnninion 
g^ie  of  thinking  enables  the 
ci!e6l  new  force*  and  make 
tions.  But  all  thofe  benefits 
late  for  him,  who,  when  he 
with  labour,  fnatched  at  the 
e,  and  gave  his  work  to  his 
i  his  enemies,  as  focn  as  im- 
id  pride  perfuaded  him  to  con- 

the  molt  iiernicious  cffc(51s  of 
•fcurity.  He  that  teems  wlih 
:ccilion  of  ideas,  and  perceives 
lentimcut  produces  another. 


eafily  believes  tliat  he  can  clearly  cKprelii 
what  he  lo  itrongly  com[>rehcnd8j  he 
feldom  fufpc6l8  his  thoughts  of  embar^ 
ralfment,  while  he  prcferves  in  his  owa 
memory  the  fcr  es  of  connection,  or  hi« 
diction  of  ambiguity,  while  only  one 
fenlc  is  pivfcnt  to  his  mind.  Yet  if  lie 
has  been  employed  on  an  abitru(e  ot 
complicated  argument,  he  will  find,  ^'hen 
he  has  a  while  withdrawn  his  mind,  and 
returns  as  a  new  reader  to  his  work,  that 
he  has  only  a  conjcdVin-al  glimpfc  of  hii 
own  mcanmg,  and  that  to  explain  it  to 
thofc  whom  he  delires  to  initi  ut\,  he  imilt 
open  his  I'cntiments,  dilbntanglc  his  me- 
thod, and  alter  his  aii*angement. 

Authors  and  lovers  always  fuffcr  fomc 
infatuation,  from  which  only  abfence 
can  fet  them  fi^ee;  and  every  man  ought 
to  rcltore  himfelf  to  the  full  exircile  of 
his  judgment,  before  he  doe«  that  which 
he  cannot  do  improperly,  without  injur- 
ing his  honour  and  his  quiet. 


LXX.    SATURDAY,  NOVEMB-ER  2,  1751. 


ONFlTroRj    SI   Q.U1D  PRODEST   DILlCTA   FATERI. 


Ovid. 


GRANT   THt   CHARCE3    roRCIVE   THE    FAULT   CONFESSED. 
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?  of  thofe  beings,  from  whom 
that  melt  at  the  fight  of  all 
rrj',  think  it  meritorio\is  to 
elicf}  one  whom  the  rigcAir  of 
ndignation  dooms  to  Aiffcr 
•mplaint,  and  pcri(h  without 
d  whom  I  myfclf  have  for- 
ked in  the  pride  of  i-eputation 
y  of  innocence, 
a  good  family,  but  my  father 
meil  with  more  childi-en  than 
scently  fupuort.  A  wealthy 
s  he  travelled  from  London 
ntry  feat,  condefccnding  to 
a  vifit,  was  touched  with 
of  his  narrow  fortune,  and 
eafe  him  of  part  of  his  chaigc, 
the  care  of  a  child  upon  him- 
refs  on  one  fide,  and  ambi*- 
■  other,  were  too  powerful  for 
ndnefs,  and  the  little  family 
rie  w  before  him,  that  he  migh  t 
hoke.     I  vmu  then  ten  year^ 


old,  and  without  knowing  for  what  piir- 
pol'e,  I  was  called  to  my  gre.*t  couhn, 
endeavoured  to  recommend  myfelf  by 
my  bett  courtefy,  fung  him  mv  prettivrlt 
fong,  told  the  lalt  Itojy  that  I  liad  i-ead, 
and  fo  much  endeared  myfelf  by  my  in- 
nocence, that  he  declared  his  roroluriuii 
to  adopt  me,  and  to  educate  in«  with 
his  own  daughtci-?.  •    . 

My  parents  felt  the  common  firo^gles 
at  the  thought  of  paiting,  said  Jbme  na- 
tural tean  ikey  dnppj,  but  tivip'Jtk^pt 
fioft.  They  conlidered,  not  wiehmic 
that  falfe  eltimation  of  the  value  of  wealth 
which  poverty  long  continued  always 
pi*oduces,  that  I  was  raifcd  to  higher 
rank  than  they  could  give  me,  and  to 
hopes  of  more  ample  fortune  than  thby 
could  bequeath.  My  mother  fold  Ibme 
of  her  ornamentft  to  diefs  me  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  might  fecurc  me  from  con- 
tempt at  my  firlt  arrival;  and  wlu*n  Ihe 
difinifl'ed  me,  preiTed  me  to  her  boTojn 
with  an  embrace  that  I  {till  feel,  gave 
me  fome  precepts  of  piety,  which,  how- 
ever ncgled^s  I  Vvvi  t  vwviQrgtiWft'a.^  •a.'cw^ 
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uttcitcl  pray«fr5  for  my  final  hipplr.cfs, 
ot*  which  I  have  not  yet  cc.iictl  to  hojw 
tlut  they  will  at  lall  be  giiAiUcil. 

My  fillers  envied  my  new  hncr,',  and 
fecmed  not  much  to  regret  our  icpara- 
tionj  my  father  condu6ltd  mc  to  tlic 
itage-cuach  witli  a  kind  of  checiful  ten- 
dci-nefs;  and  in  a  very  Ihoit  time  I  was 
lianfported  to  fpkndid  apartnienLs,  and 
a  luxurious  table,  and  grov/  familiar  to 
ihow,  noife,  and  gaiety. 

In  three  years  my  mother  died,  haviiig 
imjMored  a  blelnng  on  her  family  with 
her  lalt  breath.  I  had  little  oppdrtunity 
to  indulge  a  forrow  which  there  was 
none  to  partake  with  me,  and  therefore 
loon  cealed  to  reflcfl  much  upon  my  lofs. 
My  father  turned  all  his  care  upon  his 
other childien, whom  ibme  foilunatc  ad- 
ventures and  unexjnrfted  legacies  enabled 
hlniy  when  he  died  four  years  at'ter  my 
mother,  to  leave  in  ^  condition  above 
tlieir  expectations. 

I  flio\ild  have  ftiared  the  increafc  of 
his  fortune,  and  had  once  a  portion  af- 
figned  me  in  his  will;  but  my  coulin 
alluring  him  that  all  caix:  for  me  was 
Rcedlefs,  fmce  he  had  refolvcd  to  place 
me  happily  in  the  world,  dircdUd  him 
to  divide  my  part  am'^nj^ft  my  filLrs. 

Thus  I  was  thrown  upon  depomiance 
without  refourcc.  Bcin^  now  at  an  age 
m  which  young  women  arc  iniiiatcil  into 
company,  I  was  no  longer  to  be  fup- 
portctl  in  my  former  chai-actcr,  but  at 
confiderable  ex  pence;  fothat,  parily  Icli 
I  fhould  waAe  money,  and  partly  Icit 
my  appearance  might  draw  ti^o  many 
comrlimenttt  and  afllduitics,  I  was  iu- 
fcnfibly  degraded  from  my  equality,  and 
•nioyed  few  privileges  above  the  head 
jfervant,  but  tliat  of  i-eceiving  no  wages. 
I  felt  every  indignity,  but  knew  that 
refentment  would  pix-cipitaiemy  fall.  I 
theieforc  endcavoure(i  to  continue  my 
itnnorlance  by  little  fcrvices  and  active 
omcioufncfs,  and  for  a  time  prtferved 
myfclf  from  neglcft,  by  withdrawing  all 
|iretences  to  comi>etition,  and  Undying 
to  pleafc  rather  tlian  to  Ihinc  But  my 
intcred,  notwithitandingthis  cx}>edient, 
hourly  declined,  and  my  coulin 's  favou- 
rite maid  began  to  exchange  repartees 
with  me,  and  confult  me  about  the  al- 
terations  of  a  call  gown. 

I  was  now  completely  deprefTed ;  and 
though  I  had  feen  mankind  enough  to 
know  the  neceflity  of  outward  cheerful-^ 
nefs,  I  often  withdrew  to  m^  cWmW 
$ff  venl  my  grief;  or  turu  my  cov^^vti^ti 


in   my   n\ind,   and  exam'iic   by  v-hif 
]ncans  I  mi^lit  clcape  iVcni  paiicnal 


mortiHcation.  At  laft  my  fcheme*  aW 
forruws  v.-erc  intenuptsd  by  a  fiidda 
chantc  of  my  relation's  behaviour,  nb 
one  day  took  an  octafion,  whenwewiii 
left  to^cthcrr  in  a  room,  to  bid  me  fuficr 
niylclf  iio  longer  to  be  infulicd,  bntif- 
fume  the  place  which  he  always  intend- 
ed nie  to  hold  in  the  family.  HeafluiBi 
me  that  his  wife's  ui-cfcrcncc  of  her 
daughters  Should  never  huit  inc;  and| 
accompanying  his  profeinous .  with  1 
pinfe  of  gold,  ordered  me  to  befpeak t  >s 
rich  fuit  at  the  mercer's,  and  to  apply 
privately  to  him  for  money  when  I  wirt- 
eil  it,  and  infmuate  that  my  other  friendi 
fupplicd  mc,  which  he  would  take  cart 
to  confirm. 

By  this  ftntagem,  which  I  did  not 
then  underlland,  he  filled  me  with  tea- 
dernefs  and  gratitude,  compcHrdmett 
repofe  on  him  as  my  only  lupport,  ind 
produced  a  neceflity  of  private  convcrli- 
tion.     He  often  appointed  interviews  at 
the  houfe  of  an  acquaintance,  and  fome> 
times  called  on  mc  with  a  coach,  ciri 
carried  me  abroad.     My  fcnfe  ofliis 
favour,  and  the  defire  of  rctain-nj;  it, 
dirpolcd  me  to  unfiinited  romplailaiicc; 
and  thout^h  I  (wv  hh  kindncfs  grow  cvc-  • 
ry  d.*y  more  fond,  ]  did  not  fvfFer  any 
liifpiri'jn  to  enter  my  thoughts.  Atbft 
tlic  wivtch  took  advantage  of  the  fami- 
li:ulty  v/hich  he  enjoyccl  as  my  relation, 
and  tlij  iii))million  which  he  cxaAed  as 
my  Knclailor,  to  complete  the  niin  of 
un  01  ph  ill,  wiiom  his  ow*n  prom'fes  had 
made  mdigcnt,  whom  his  indulgence  | 
had  mclied,    and   his   authority  fub-   : 
duel. 

I  know  not  why  it  fnould  afford  fuH* 
}cfi  of  exultation,  to  overpower  on  any 
tenns  the  refolutioTi.or  furprifeihecan- 1 
ticn  of  a  girl;  but  of  all  the  boslAat 
tJiat  deck  thcmfclves  in  thefpoils  of  in- 
nocence and  l>eauty,  they  furely  have  the 
Icaft  pretcn lions  to  triumph,  who  fub- 
niit  to  owe  their  fuccefit  to  foroe  cafoal 
influence.  They  neither  employ  the 
grates  of  fancy,  nor  the  force  of  imdor- 
ilanding,  in  their  attempts;  they  canuit 
plcale  their  vanity  with  the  aitof  dnf 
approaches;,  the  delicacy  of  their  vhib* 
tions,  tlic  elegance  of  their  acMnft,  orAe 
efficacy  of  their  elomience;  nor  mind 
themfolves  a«  poflefied  of  any  qiiamic% 
by  which  aftekion  is  uttnAed.  Tliey 
lLMxm<Q>M.t^t.  iM  obtiacles,  they  dtAat  wt 
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refilty  and  are  often  content  to  nof- 
tt&  the  bcxiyy  without  any  folicitude  to 
in  the  heart. 
Many  of  thde  detpcMe  wretches 

■  my  prefent  sctjuaintance  with  in- 

ly  ana  wickedncfs  enable  me  to  num* 
facr  among  the. heroes  of  debauchery; 
veptilet'whom  their  own  fenrants  would 
have  defptfedy  had  they  not  been  their 
fervantSy  and  with  whom  beg^ry  would 
have  difdained  intercourfe,  nad  (he  not 
hem  allured  by  hopes  of  relief. '  Many 
€»f  the  beingi  which  are  now  rioting  in 
ftavemsy  or  fliivering  in  the  ftreets,  £ive 
heen  corrupted,  not  oy  arts  of  gallantry 
^vhich  ftole  gradually  upon  the  aflvAions 
mad  Ud  prudence  afleep,  but  by  the  fear 
m{  lofing  benefits  which  were  never  in* 
tended,  or  of  incun-ing  refentment 
^vfaich  they  could  not  efcape;  fome  have 
heen  friehted  by  mafters,  and  (bme  awed 
hyguaraians  into  ruin. 

Our  crime  had  it*s  ufual  con(equence9 


and  he  foon  perceived  that  I  couKl  not 
long  continue  in  his  family.  I  was 
diftra£M  at  the  thought  of  the  reproach 
which  I  now  believra  inevitable.  He 
comforted  me  with  hopes  of  eluding  all 
difcovery,  and  often  upbraided  me  with 
the  anxiety,  which  perhaps  none  but 
himfelf  faw  in  my  countenance;  but  at 
laft  mingled  his  amiranccs  of  protection 
and  maintenance  with  menaces  of  total 
dcfertion,  if  in  the  moments  of  pertur- 
bation I  fliould  fuifer  his  fccret  to  efcapet 
or  endeavour  to  throw  on  him  any  part 
of  my  infamy. 

Thus  pafled  the  difmal  hours  till  my 
retreat  could  no  longer  be  delayed.  It 
was  nretended  that  my  relations  had 
fent  for  me  to  a  diftant  countiy,  and  I 
entered  upon  a  ftate  which  fhall  be  de- 
ichbed  in  my  next  letter. 

I  am,  Sir^  &c. 

MiSELLA. 


N^CLXXI.    TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  5,   1751. 

TADXT  COELI  CONVXXA  TUZRX« 
f  ViSOt 

PAKK  IS  TBI  8VN9   AND  LOATHSOME  Xi  THE  PAY. 


TO  TKB  RAMBLER. 
Sll, 

MI  S  £  L  L  A  now  fits  down  to  con- 
tinue her  narrative.  I  am  con- 
vinced that  ncfthins  would  more  power- 
liiUy  pieierve  youth  from  iiregularity, 
or  guard  inexperience  from  (eduaion, 
than  a  juft  defcription  of  the  condition 
into  which  the  wanton  plunges  her^lf, 
and  therefore  hope  that  my  letter  may 
I  be  a  fiiflkient  anudote  to  my  example. 
AAer  die  diftraAion,  hc^tadon,  and 
deliyft  which  the  timidity  of  guilt  natu- 
ziUy  produces,  I  was  removed  to  lodg- 
ings in  a  diftant  oart  of  the  town,  under 
«Be  of  cfaeeharaetcrs  conunonly  aiRimed 
ipoa  fiich  occafions.  Here  bemg  by 
ay  circumftances  condemned  to  iblitude» 
I  patfed  moft  of  my  hours  in  bittemefs 
iadaagu^.  The  converfttkm  of  the 
piopk  with  whom  I  was  pfamd  was 
4at  at  aU  c^ble  of  enganng  noy  at- 
iMMBt  or  difpoflfefling  ne  reigning 
i4ea|.  The  hooks  wluch  I  earned  to 
Mr  Rtmt  were  fuch  at  heightened  my 
abhonance  of  myfidf;  lor  I  was  not  io 
VIE  ahiPtotrf  Bi  t9  Hat  voluotarity 


into  corruption,  or  endeavour  to  con- 
ceal from  my  own  mind  the  enormity 
of  nay  crime. 

My  relation  remitted  none  of  his 
fondnefs,  but  vifited  me  fo  often,  that 
I  was  Ibmetimes  afraid  left  his  afliduity 
fliould  expofe  him  to  fufpicion.  When- 
ever he  came  he  found  me  weeniog,  and 
was  therefore  lefs  delightfully  enter- 
tained than  he  expeAed.  After  fre- 
quent expoftulations  upon  the  unrealbn- 
ablenefs  of  my  forrow,  and  innume- 
rable proteftations  of  everlafting  regvd, 
he  at  laft  found  that  I  was  more  afftfted 
with  the  lofs  of  my  innocence,  than  the 
danger  of  my  fame;  and  that  he  might 
not  be  difturbed  by  my  remor(e,  be^ui 
to  lull  my  confcience  with  the  opiates  of 
irreligion.  His  arguments  were  fuch 
as  my  courfe  of  lire  has  fince  expolei 
rot  often  to  the  neceflity  of  heuing, 
vulgar,  enapty,  and  fsllacious;  yet  they 
at  nrft  confounded  me  with  their  novel- 
ty, filled  me  with  doubt  and  perplexity, 
and  interrupted  that  peace  which  I  be- 
gan to  feel  from  the  fincerity  of  my 
repentance,  witlhowt  &&\^^ta\A%  vci*^ 
oiner  fupport.    IViftcwtA  ^^wVsSX^  \oV\\ 
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Impious  plnblc,  hut  it's  influence  was 
i'oon  ovLi  jx)\veie  J.  by  natural  realbn  and 
early  e<iucation,  and  the  conviftions 
which  this  new  attempt  gave  mc  of  his 
baii:ner>  complcicd  my  abhorrence.  I 
have  heai'd  of  barbarians,  who,  when 
temi^ilH  drive  (hips  upon  their  conft,  de- 
coy thein  to  the  rocks  thvit  they  may 
plunder  their  ladin<r,  and  havj  tilwavs 
thought  that  wretches  thus  mcrcl lei's  in 
their  depredations  ougiit  to  hi-  dertroye*! 
by  a  general  infurreftion  of  :'ll  focial 
bclnj^sj  yet  how  light  is  this  guilt  to  the 
crime  ot  him  who,  in  the  agitations  of 
remorfc,  cuts  away  the  anchor  of  piety, 
and  when  he  has  drawn  afide  credulity 
from  the  pathsofvinue,  hides  the  light 
of  Heaven  which  would  direct  her  to  re- 
turn. 1  had  hitherto  confidereil  him  as 
a  juan  equally  betrayed  with  myfclf  by 
the  concurrence  of  appotittr  and  oppor- 
timit\'j  but  T  now  faw  with  horror  that 
he  was  contriving;'^  pcrpL-tuate  his  gia- 
tificalion,  and  was  dciirv.ps  to  fit  mc  to 
his  purpofe  by  complete  and  nidicd 
corni])t5on. 

To  efcapc,  however,  was  not  yet  in 
my  pow^T.  I  could  fuppor:  th?  cx- 
pf  r.crs  of  my  condition  only  by  t^ic 
cf.ntinuance  of  his  favo\u-.  He  pro- 
\\^'M  all  that  was  nccefVaiy,  and  in  a 
ft  V  vcck.^;  congratulated  me  upf)n  my 
t  iVripe  from  the  danger  which  we  hud 
1  ..'th  cxp.'hled  with  fo  much  ar.xicty.  I 
thrn  h  ..i-n  to  remind  him  oi'  hi>  pro- 
lyl!" t»)  rcllore  me  with  my  fam?  unin- 
iur<..i  ^)  the  v.-orhl.  He  piomilcd  mc  i)i 
pr.::ril  terms,  that  nothing  fhould  be 
w:;ntin«;  which  his  power  could  add  to 
iny  happincfb,  but  iorboicto  rcleale  me 
from  my  confinement.  I  knew  how 
much  my  reception  in  ih;.'  world  di-ncnd- 
<d  UL(.n  my  fpecdv  return,  and  was 
thercK:re  outrigeoully  impatient  of  his 
dtlay.^,  which  I  now  perceived  to  be 
only  artificts  of  Icwdncfs.  He  told  me, 
ar  lad,  with  an  ai»pearance  of  forrow, 
that  all  hopes  of  relWation  to  my  for- 
mer ftatc  were  for  cvtr  precluded;  that 
chance  hv.d  difcovercd  my  fccret,  and 
malice  divulged  itj  and  that  nothing 
now  remained  but  to  feck  a  retreat 
more  private,  where  curiofity  or  hatred 
could  never  Hnd  us. 

The  rage,  anguifh,  and  refentment, 
which  I  f?hat  this  account,  arc  not  to 
be  exprcfTed.  I  was  in  [o  much  dread 
of  reproach  and  infamy>  which  he  re- 
prcf^:::-id  .is  purfiiin^  inc  w'liH  5u\\  erf, 
ih^t  I  yielded  myCdi  ini)^Ucl\ly  to  )dm 


difpofal,  and  was  removed,  with  i 
thoufand  ftudied  precautions,  thrw^h 
bv-w:iys  and  dark  palfages  to  anotbipr 
houfc,  where  I  haralfed  him  with  ptr- 
pctTtal  foliritat ions  for  u  finall  anntiit^-, 
that  might  enable  mc  to  live  in  the 
covmtry  in  obfcurltv  and  innocence. 

This  demand  he  at  lirtt  evaded  witli 
ardent  profdljons,  but  in  time  snpearBl 
oftVndod  at  my  imj^onunity  and  dirtnift} 
and  having  one  day  cndeavoiire'i  to  forth 
me  with  uncommon  expreflions  of  ten- 
derncfs,  when  he  fouml  my  difcont<iit 
immoveable,  left  nie  with  fome  inarti- 
culate munnurs  of  anger.  I  wjs  pleat- 
ed that  he  was  at  laft  roufed  tofcnfibilitf, 
and  exposing  that  at  his  nexr  vifit  be 
would  comply  with  my  rcqueli,  lird 
with  great  tranqtiillity  upon  tlie  moncr 
in  my  hanvls,  and  was  fo  much  plealH 
with  thi*  paufc  of  peileciition,  that  I 
did  not  rcttecl  how  much  his  abfence 
hatl  exce«lc(i  the  ufual  intervals,  till  I 
was  alarmed  with  the  danger  of  want- 
ing (\ibliJlcncc.  I  then  fnddcnly  con- 
tricKdmy  ex|x;ncc<,  but  was  unwilling  | 
to  fupplicate  for  alTiftance.  Ncc#:flit\', 
however,  foon  overcrime  my  movlefty  « 
my  pride,  and  I  applied  to  him  by  a  let- 
ter, but  had  no  anfwer.  I  writ  in  termi 
more  prefling,  but  without  cffcft.  I 
then  fent  an  agent  to  enquii^e  after  him, 
who  informed  jue,  that  he  had  quineJ 
his  hcnife,  and  was  gone  with  his  family 
to  rtiule  for  fome  time  ujKjn  his  eftatc  in 
Irehnd. 

Howc^Tr  fhocked  at  this  abrupt  cJe- 
parture,  I  was  yet  unwilling  to  hcliew 
that  he  could  wholly  abandon  me,  and 
therefore,  by  the  fale  of  my  clothet« 
I  fupported  myfelf,  expecting  that  everr 
poft  would  biing  me  relief.  Thns  I 
pafle<l  feven  months  between  hope  ami 
deie£lion,  in  a  gradual  approach  to  po- 
verty and  diftrefs,  emaciated  with  difcon- 
tent',  and  bewildered  with  uncertainty. 
At  laft,  my  landlady,  after  many  hinii 
of  the  neccflity  of  a  new  lover,  took 
the  opportunity  of  my  abfence  to  (eutli 
my  boxes,  ancf  mifling  fome  of  my  ap- 

Earel,  feizcd  the  remainder  for  rent,  an 
kI  me  to  the  door. 

To  remonftnite  agaxnft  legal  enidl;f 
was  vain;  to  fupplicafce  obdurate  bnriS" 
lity  was  hopetefs.  I  went  awtr,  I 
kxiew  not  whither,  and  wandered  iMft 
without  any  fettled  onrpoft,  uBie- 
quainted  widi  the  iifiial  expedknt*  ^ 
m\Ctnf  ^  xKM^lified  for  labonoos  oficcii 
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and  hopelcfs  of  relief  from 
'ho  were  Itrangcrs  to  ir.y  former 
on.  Night  cainc  on  in  thcmidil 
(Uftra^ton,  and  I  ftill  continued 
nder  till  the  menaces  of  the 
oblijrcd  mc  to  flicker  mylclf  in  a 
1  mflki£::e. 

cdny,  i  procured  a  lodging  in  the 
ai'd  g.irrct  of  a  mean  liQiife,  and 
'cd  my  landlady  to  enquire  for 
:c.  My  applications  were  genc- 
.jecKd  tor  wantof  a  charafter.At 
I  w:is  rwccivedat  a  draper's  j  but 
t  was  knowTi  to  my  millrcfs  tliat 
3nly  one  gown,  and  that  of  (ilk, 
s  of  opinion  that  I  looked  like  a 
and  without  warning  hurried  me 
I  then  tried  to  fupport  myfclf 
needle;  and,  by  my  landlady's 
ticndation,  obtiiined  a  litilc  work 
(hop,  and  for  three  weeks  lived 
It  repining;  but  when  my  punc- 

•  had  gained  me  fo  much  reputa- 
hat  I  was  tiiiileil  to  make  up  a 
f  fome  value,  one  of  my  fcllow- 
s  dole  the  lace,  and  I  was  obliged 
from  a  profccutjon. 

IS  driven  again  into  the  Greets*  I 
ipon  die  Icall  that  could  fupport 
nJ  at  night  accommodated  my- 
ndcr  pent-hou(es  as  well  as  I 
At  len^h  I  became  abfolutely 
kfs;  and  having  ftiolled  all  day 
it  fudenance,  was,  at  the  clofe  of 
g,  accofted  by  an  elderly  man, 
n  invitation  to  a  tavern.  I  re-, 
liin  with  helitationj  he  fcizcd  mc 
hand,  and  drew  me  into  a  neigh- 
ig  houfe,  where  when  he  faw  my 
>ale  with  hunger,  and  my  eyes 
)g  with  tears,  he  fpuLnefJ  me  from 
inrl  had  mc  cant  and  whine  in 
ithcr  place}  he  for  hib  part  would 
are  of  hispockeu. 
M  coniinucd  to  Hand  in  the  way^ 
r  fcarcely  ftrength  to  walk  further, 
another  foon  addreflcd  me  in  the 
nanncr.    "When  he  faw  the  fame 

•  of  calamity,  he  confidered  that 
It  be  obtained  at  a  cheap  rate, 
hcFcfore  quickly  made  overtures, 

I  had  no  longer  firmncfs  to  rc- 
Ky  this  Iran  I  was  maintained 
DODths  in  penurious  wickednefk, 
ch  abandoned  to  my  former  con- 
,  from  which  I  was  dslivutd  by 
X  keeper. 
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In  this  abje£l  (late  I  have  nowjiailed 
four  years,  the  drudge  of  extorticm,  and 
the  fport  of  drunkennefs;  fom?tinu'S  the 
propcity  of  one  man,  and  fometinics 
the  common  prey  of  accidental  lewdnels; 
at  one  time  tricke<l  up  for  fale  by  the 
mlflrefs  of  a  brothel,  at  another  beg- 
ging in  the  Ibreets  to  be  relieved  fmni 
hunger  by  wickednefs;  without  any  hope 
in  the  day  but  of  finding  -fome  whom 
folly  or  excefs  may  cxpolc  to  my  allure- 
ments, and  without  any  relictions  at 
night,  but  fuch  as  guilt  and  terror  im- 
preis  upon  me. 

If  thofe  who  pafs  their  days  in  plenty 
and  fecurity  could  vi(it  for  an  hour 
the  difmal  receptacles  to  which  the  pix)f- 
titute  retires  from  her  no^urnal  excur- 
fions,  and  fee  the  wretches  that  lie 
crowded  together,  mad  with  intempe- 
rance, ghalUy  wi^h  famine,  naufeous 
with  filth,  and  noiforae  with  difeaie;  it 
would  not  be  ealV  for  anydcgrecof  ab- 
hon-ence  to  haiden  them  againll  com- 
paflion,  or  to  rcprefs  tlxe  dcfurc  wliich 
thev  muft  immediately  feel  to  lelcuc 
fuch  numbei-s  of  human  bunj4  from  a 
Rate  fo  dreadful. 

It  is  faid  that  in  France  they  annually 
evacuate  their  ftit^ets,  and  fliiu  their 
proftitutcs  and  vagabonds  to  their  colo- 
nies. If  the  women  that  infdl  this  city 
had  the  fame  opportunity  of  efcauing 
from  their  mifenes,  I  believe  very  little 
force  would  be  neccfliiry;  for  who  a- 
mong  tlicin  can  dread  any  change  P  Man/ 
of  us  indeed  aic  wholly  unqualiiied  fof 
any  but  the  moft  fciTue  employments, 
and  tlioic  perhaps  would  require  (he  cai-e 
of  a  magiurateto  hinder  tlum  from  fol- 
lowing the  fame  pra^licos  in  anotlier 
country^  but  others  arc  only  prL^Iuded 
by  infamy  from  rvformaiion,  aiul  would 
gladly  be  delivered  on  any  terms  from 
the  necelTity  of  guilt  and  tJic  tyranny  of 
chance.  No  place  but  a  populous  city 
can  afford  opportunities  tor  open  pro- 
ftitution,  and  where  tlic  (.ye  of  iu(tice 
can  attend  to  individuals,  thole  who 
cannot  1)C  made  good  may  be  retrained 
from  mifchief.  For  my  put,  I  fliould 
exult  at  the  privik-ge  of  bauiflimentf 
and  think  myulf  happy  in  any  region 
that  fhould  rcllorc  mc  once  a^aiii  to 
liontfty  and  pi  ace. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

MiSELLA. 


^c 


v.«  cuwxv. 
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N?  CLXXII.    SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  9, 

•  APK  tOGAtI  tOLia  ^VALlty  StM  PKtSCt,  rUTtftVS^ 
tl  riAM  LOCVPLISJ  SIMI^UK  EKPEMTE  POTXNS. 

^VIMqVAM  post!  rVTAS  MORES  NARKARl  FVTUSOS? 
Die  MlHl,  SI  SIAI  TV  LXOy  qjtTAtXS  EEI9.  « 

Mart. 
f  Rticvti  You*rz  orTiK  asx'd  Mt  now  X*D  LiVty 

tHOU*D  FATE    AT  OMCE  BOTH  WZALTM  AKD  MONOtft  GIVE* 
WHAT  tOVL  Hit  PVTVBS  CONDUCT  CAN  PORSSSZ? 
TELL  MX  WHAT  SORT  OF  LIOM  YOU  WOV*0  BE. 

P.  Lb^is. 


NOTHING  has  been  longer  ob- 
fervedy  than  that  a  change  of  for- 
tune caufes  a  change  of  manners}  and 
diat  it  is  difficult  to  conje£hire,  from 
the  conduA  of  him  whom  we  fee  in  a 
low  condition,  how  he  would  z6i  if 
wealth  and  pmer  were  put  into  his 
hands.  But  it  is  eenerally  agreed,  that 
few  men  are  ma£  better  by  affluence 
or  exaltation;  and  that  the  powers  of 
the  mind,  when  they  are  unbound  and 
expanded  by  the  fun-lhine  of  felicity, 
more  frequently  luxuriate  into  follies 
than  bloffinn  into  goodnefs. 

Many  obienrations  have  concurred  to 
eftabliAi  this  opinion,  and  it  is  not  like- 
ly foon  to  become  obfblete,  for  want  of 
new  occaiions  to  reviTe  it.  The  great- 
er part  of  mankind  are  corrupt  in  every 
condition,  and  differ  in  high  and  in  low 
ftations,  only  as  they  have  more  or  fewer 
opportunities  of  gradfyinjg  their  defires, 
or  as  they  are  more  or  left  reftrtined  hj 
human  cenfurqs.  Maiw  vitiate  theu* 
principles  in  the  acquiiition  of  riches  j 
and  who  can  wonder  that  what  is  sained 
by  fraud  and  extortion  is  enjoyed  with 
t}Tanny  and  excefs? 

Yet  I  am  willing  to  believe  that  the 
depravation  of  the  mind  by  external  ad- 
vantages, though  cert^nly  not  uncom- 
mon, yet  approaches  not  fo  neariy  to 
univerfality,  as  fome  have  aflerted  in 
the  bittemefs  of  refentmenti  or  heat  of 
declamation. 

Whoever  riies  above  thofe  isrho  once 
pleafed  themfelves  with  equality,  will 
have  many  malevolent  gazers  at  his 
ennneivce.  To  gain  fooner  than  others 
that  whkh  all  purfue  with  the  fame  ar- 
dour, jniid  to  which  all  imagine  them- 
felves entitled,  will  for  ever  be  a  crime. 
When  thofe  who  ftarted  with  us  in 
the  race  of  life,  leave  vs  fo  farbehindj 


that  we  have  little  hope  to 
them,  we  revenge  our  difapp 
by  remarks,  on  the  arts  ot  i 
adon  by  which  they  gained 
vantage,  or  on  the  folly  and  a 
with  which  they  po(refs  it. 
whofe  rife  we  could  not  hinder 
lace  ourfelves  by  prognoftica 
fall. 

It  is  impoflible  for  human  p 
to  betray  to  an  eye,  thus  fliai] 
malignity,  fome  (h^  which 
cealed  and  unregarded  whilenon 
it  their  intereftto  difcover  them 
the  mod  circumfpefl  attention,  * 
re^itude,  efcape  blame  from 
who  have  no  inclination  to 
Riches  therefore  perhaps  do  no 
produce  crimes  as  incite  acaife! 

The  common  charge  agaii 
who  rife  above  their  original  con 
that  of  pride.  It  is  certain  ths 
naturally  confirms  us  in  a  fa 
opinion  of  our  own  abilities* 
any  man  is  wiilins  to  allot  to  i 
friendfhip,  and  a  tnouland  canfi 
concur  m  cvery^  event  withoul 
contrivance  or  interpofitioii« 
which  they  may  juftly  dtim  a 
vancement.  we  rate  oiuxlehre 
fortune  rather  than  our  inrtues» 
orbitant  claims  are  quickly  jproc 
imaginary  merit.  But  captxovj 
jealouly  are  likevnie  cafily  oflb 
to  him  who  ftudiodfly  Moki  fi 
front,  evei7  mode  of  bdiavi 
Aiuply  it}  needom  ^1  berade 
reierve  fUknneft;  nlinli  wll  1 
eence,  and feriouibeflfottiyil 
he  is  received  widi  cotttbny, 
and  rd[peft  areiscukateds  if  be 
with  familiarity,  he  conelttdei 
infulted  by  coBdefccnfions, 

It  nuft  oowever  be  confcAd. 
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kn  cliange«  are  dangerous,  a 
anfition  from  poverty  to  abund- 
n  feldom  be  made  with  fafety. 
has  long  lived  within  fight  of 
s  which  he  could  not  reach,  will 
ore  than  common  moderation, 
>fe  his  reafon  in  unbounded  riot, 
ley  are  firft  put  into  his  power. 
f  poffefRon  is  endeared  by  novel- 
-y  gratification  is  exaggerated  by 
It  is  difficult  not  to  eftimate 
lately  gained  above  it^s  |ieal  va- 
s  impoflible  not  to  annex  greater 
fs  to  that  condition  from  ^ich 
nwilltngly  excluded,  than  nature 
ilificd  us  to  obtain.  For  this 
the  remote  inheritor  of  an  un- 
i  fortune  may  be  genexall)r  dif- 
led  from  thole  who  are  enriched 
cunmon  courie  of  lineal  defcent, 
greater  hade  to  enjoy  his  wealth, 
fiiiery  of  his  drefs,  the  pomp  of 
page,  the  fplendor  of  his  fumi- 
ul  the  luxury  of  his  table. 
Qfuiand  things  which  familiarity 
"s  to  be  of  little  value,  have 
or  a  time  to  feize  the  imagina- 
A  Virginian  king,  when  the 
ans  had  fixed  a  lock  on  his  door, 
lelighted  to  find  his  fubje^ls  ad- 
Mr  excluded  with  fuch  facility, 
»s  from  morning  to  evening  lus 
employment  to  turn  the  key. 
nong  whom  locks  and  keys  have 
Dgcr  in  ufe,  are  inclined  to  laugh 
knaerican  amuiement;  yet  I  doubt 
*  this  paper  will  have  a  fingle 
hat  may  not  apply  the  llory  to 
,  and  recoiled  lome  hours  of  his 
irhich  he  has  been  equally  over- 
i  by  the  tranfitory  charms  of 
novelty. 

:  indulgence  Is  due  to  him  whom 
'  gale  of  fortune  has  fuddenly 
rtcd  into  new  regions,  where  un* 
incd  luftre  dazzles  his  eyes,  and 
1  delicacies  folicit  his  appetite. 
i  not  be  confidered  as  loft  in  hope- 
imeracy,  though  he  for  a  while 
the  regard  due  to  others,  to  in- 
lecontempbtionof  himfelf,  and 
xtrava^ance  of  his  firft  raptures 
that  his  cyt  Ihould  regulate  the 
I  of  adl  that  approach  him,  and 
UQO  be  received  as  decifive  and 
at.  His  intoxication  will  give 
tifiiet  tlw  madnefs  of  joy  will 
iiperccptibly  away^  ^  iinife  of 


his  infufficiency  will  Toon  return)  he  will 
remember  that  the  co-operation  of  odiert 
is  neceiTary  to  his  happinefs,  and  learn 
to  conciliate  their  regslrds  by  reciprocal 
beneficence. 

There  is,  at  leaft,  one.  confideration 
which  ought  to  alleviate  our  cenfures  of 
the  povrmul  and  rich.  To  imagine 
them  chargeable  with  all  the  guilt  aiid 
folly  of  tl^*  own  actions,  is  to  be  very 
little  acquainted  with  the  world. 

De  r  ahfohi  fcMvAr  imitigmrm  V yvr^pt^ 
Et  du  Ucbe  fiateur  U  voix  tMcbamtireJtm 

Thou  haft  not  known  the  giddy  whirls  of  face^ 

Nor  fervUe  flaiterics  which  enchant  the  great* 

Alia  A.  w. 

He  that  can  do  much  good  or  hamif 
will  not  find  many  whom  ambition  or 
cowardice  will  fuffer  to  ht  fincere. 
While  we  live  upon  the  level  with  die 
reft  of  mankind,  we  are  reminded  of  our 
duty  by  the  admonitions  of  friends,  and 
reproaches  of  enemies  {  but  men  who 
ftand  in  the  hieheft  ranks  of  fbciety, 
feldom  hear  of  their  faults;  if  by  any 
accident  an  opprobrious  clamour  reaches 
their  ears,  flattery  is  always  at  hand  ta 
pour  in  her  opiates,  to  quiet  connfUon^ 
and  obtund  remorfe. 

Favour  is  feldom  gained  but  by  con- 
formity in  vice.  Virtue  can  ftand  with- 
out afhftance,  and  confiders  herfelf  as 
very  little  obliged  by  countenance  and 
approbation:  but  vice,  fpiritlefs  and 
timorous,  feeks  the  (belter  of  crowds, 
and  fupport  of  confederacy.  The  fyco- 
phant,  therefore,  neglects  the  good  qua- 
lities of  his  patron,  and  emnbys  all  hit 
art  on  his  weaknefTes  and  follies,  regales 
his  reigning  vanity,  .or  ftimulates  hit 
prevalent  defires. 

Virtue  is  fufficiently  difficult  with  any 
circumfUnces,  but  the  difficulty  is  in- 
creafed  when  reproof  and  advice  are 
frighted  away.  In  common  life,  rea- 
fon and  confcience  have  only  the  appe- 
tites and  paffions  to  encounter;  bnt  in 
higher  ftations  they  muft  oppoie  arti- 
fice and  adulation.  He,  thcmbrey  that 
yields  to  fuch  temptations,  cannot  |pve 
thofe  who  look  upon  his  nilcaniage 
much  reafon  fbt  exultation,  fince  fnv 
can  jufUy  prefume  ^t  from  die  fiUne 
foare  they  ihould  have  btcn  ahlt  to 
efcape. 


V'^  ciTKuax. 
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<l,UO  VIRTUS,  Q.UO  ri  RAT    CRKOR? 


HOR. 


KOW  SAY,    WKET.  E   VlRTCl   STOPS,    AN  D  ViC  C  B  CG  IN  S  ? 

S  any  a£lion  orpolUire,  lonj;  con 


tinned,  will  dilloit  and  disfiixnrc 
thelimhi;  fo  the  mind  likewilc  is  crip- 
pled and  contraftcd  by  pcqutuid  ;ii)pli- 
caiion  to  the  fome  let  of  ideas.  It  is 
eafy  to  jifucfs  tlie  tnidc  of  an  niti/an  by 
his  knees,  his  rin<;cr5,  or  his  Ihcuhlcrs; 
and  there  arc  few  among  men  of  the  moi"c 
liberal  profeflions,  \vh(»((?  nnnds  do  not 
carry  the  brand  of  their  callini;,  or  whofb 
coDverfatiun  d<>es  not  quirk ly  difcovcr 
to  what  clafsof  tlie  community  lluy  be- 
long. 

Thefe  pecidiarities  have  been  oi  great 
life  in  the  general  hoftility  which  every 
part  of  mankind  extrcifes  againll  the 
rell,  to  furnidi  infults  and  iarcafms. 
Every  ait  has  it's  dialei^t  uncouih  nnd 
ungrateful  to  all  whom  ciiitom  has  not 
reconciled  to  it's  found,  and  which 
tliereforc  becomes  ndiciiiou:«  by  a  Hiulit 
mifapplication,  or  unncccliiiry  reiH.ti- 
tion. 

Thcgencnd  reproach  withwhiih  ig- 
norance revenges  the  fuj»erciliou!nd"s  of 
learning,  is  thatof  pcdantr)-;  a  cenfure 
which  every  man  incurs,  who  has  at  any 
time  the  misfortune  to  t:dk  to  ihofe  who 
cannot  undcrlland  liim,  and  by  which 
themodcll  and  timorous  are  fometimes 
frighted  fi-om  the  difplay  of  their  ac- 
quifitions,  and  the  exvition  of  their 
powei-s. 

The  name  of  a  pedant  is  fo  formida- 
ble to  young  men  wIku  they  firil  fally 
from  their  colleges,  and  is  ib  lil>erally* 
Icatlered  by  tliole  who  mean  to  boalt 
their  elegance  of  education,  eatmefs  of 
manners,  and  knowledge  of  the  world* 
that  it  fecms  to  require  particular  con- 
fiderationj  iince,  |>erhap!i,  if  it  were 
once  underilood,  many  a  ht  art  might  be 
freed  from  painful  appix:hcn lions,  and 
many  a  tongue  delivered  fi"0m  rellraint. 

Pedantry  is  the unfeajbnable  oftcnta- 
tjon  of  learning.  It  may  be  dilcovercd 
either  in  the  choiceof  a  fubjccl,  or  in  the 
manner  of  treating  it.  lit  is  undoubt- 
cdlv  guilty  of  pedantr)'  who,  when  lie 
has  made  himfelf  mafter  of  fome  abllrule 
2nd  uiicultivatcd  part  of  kncwkdge,  ob- 


trudLS  his  remarks  and  difcowncsupi'n 
thofe  whom  lie  l>elicve*  unable  to  jmi^ 
of  his  proficiency,  and  from  whom,  a* 
he  cannot  fear  contradi£tion,  he  canout 
prop^'rly  exj^t  auplaulc. 

To  this  error  the  (hident  is  fometiints 
betrayed  by  the  natural  I'ccurrence  of  the 
mind  to  it's  common  cmployinent,  h) 
the  plcaiiuv  which  ever\'  man  recriwf 
from  the  i-cc<»llcJlIon  of  pleafing  imac:esf 
and  the  dtfn  e  of  dwelling  upon  topcks 
on  which  Iil  knows  him  fl-1  fable  to  lp»k 
w i  1  h  j lUl  nf  fs .  But  In'caufe  we  are  fid- 
dom  fo  far  pR-judiced  in  favour  of  cac'd 
other,  as  to  fearch  out  for  palliattonii 
this  failure  of  p^ilitencfs  is  imputed  al- 
ways to  vanity;  and  the  hamilefs  col- 
le.i;Kite,  who  jxrha^is  intended  entertain- 
meni  and  inltru«5tiony  or  at  woill  only 
fmkc  without  fuiticient  reflexion  upon 
the  charafler  of  his  hearers,  is  cuifured 
as  arrogant  or  overbearing,  and  ea^r 
to  extend  his  renown,  in  contempt  of  the 
convenience  of  fociety,  and  the  laws  of 
converfation. 

All  difcourfe  of  which  others  cannc: 
partake,  is  not  only  an  irkfome  ufurpa- 
tjon  of  the  time  devoted  to  pleafure  and 
enteitainment,  but,  what  never  fails  to 
excite  very  keen  rcfcntment,  an  infolent 
atVerlion  of  fupciiority,  and  a  triumph 
over  lefs  enlightenetl  undeiitandiagt. 
The  pedant  is,  therefore,  not  only  hm 
with  wearinefs,  but  malignity;  and  thofc 
who  conceive  thcmfelres  infultrd  by  hit 
knowledge,  ne\'er  fail  to  tell  with  acri- 
mony how  iniudicioufly  it  was  exerted. 

To  avoid  this  dangerous  imputation, 
fcholars  fometimes  diveft  themfclves  with 
too  much  hafte  of  their  academical  for- 
mality,and  in  their  etideavonrt  to  accom- 
modate their  notions  and  their  ftyle  lo 
common  conceptions,  talk  ntberof  any 
thin^  than  of  that  which  they  under- 
hand, and  fink  into  infi|Hdity  of  (enti- 
ment  and  meanncfs  of  exprdffion. 

There  prevails  among  men  of  letters 
an  opinion,  that  all  appearance  of  fcience 
is  particularly  hatenil  to  women;  and 
that  therefore,  whoe\'erdefires  to  be  well 
received  LnfeiuaU  ^kflcmblksyinuftqua- 
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mfelf  by  a  total  rejefllon  of  all 
feriousy  rational,  or  important; 
on(idcr  argument  or  cricicifm  as 
lally  interai6led}  and  dcvota  all 
mtion  to  trifles,  and  all  tis  elo- 
to  compliment. 

tents  often  fonn  their  notions  of 
lent  generation  from  the  writings 
paft,  and  arc  not  \Try  early  in- 
1  of  thofe  changes  which  the  gra- 
ifFufion  of  knowledge,  of  the  fud- 
>rice  of  faihion,  produces  in  the 
Whatever  might  be  the  (fate  of 
literative  in  the  hft  century,  there 
r  no  longer  any  danger  left  th? 
(hould  want  an  adequate  audi- 
kt  the  tea-tablej  and  whoever 
itncccflarv  to  regulate  his  con- 
3n  by  antiquated  niles,  will  be 
deljpifcd  for  his  futility  than  ca- 
'crnispolitenefs. 
talk  intentionally  in  a  manner 
the  comprehenfion  of  thofc  whom 
Ircfs,  is  unqueftionabic  pedantry ; 
rely  complaifance  requires,  that 
m  (hould,  without  proof,  con- 
lis  companv  incapable  of  follow- 
n  to  the  highelt  elevation  of  his 
or  the  utmoft  extent  of  his  know- 
It  is  always  fafer  to  en*  in  fa- 
>f  others  than  of  ourfclves,  and 
re  wc  feldom  hazard  much  by  en- 
iring  to  excel. 

ight  at  Icaft  to  bethecareof  leam- 
'hcn  flic  quits  her  exaltation,  to 
I  with  dignity.  Nothing  is  more 
blc  thin  the  airincfs  and  iocula- 
a  man  bred  to  fevere  fcicnce,  and 
'  meditation .  To  trifle  aiyceably 
jrct  which  IchooU  cannot  impart; 
y  negligence  and  vivacious  levity, 
charm  down  refiftance  wherever 
i])ear,  arc  never  attainable  by  him 
laving  fpent  his  flift  years  among 
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the  duft  of  libraneu,  enters  late  into  the 
gay  world  with  an  unpliant attention  and 
eftabliihcd  habits. 

It  is  obfervcd  in  the  pancgyrick  on 
Fabricius  the  mechanill,  that,  though 
forced  by  publick  employments  into 
mingled  convcrlation,  he  never  loft  the 
modefty  and  frrioufncfs  of  the  convent, 
nor  drew  ridicule  unon  himfelf  by  an 
aflFcftcd  imitation  or  fafliionable  life. 
To  the  fame  praifc  every  man  devoted 
to  learning  ou-^ht  to  afpire.  If  he  at- 
tempts the  fofter  arts  of  plcafing,  and 
endeavours  to  learn  the  graceful  bow 
and  the  familiar  embrace,  the  infmuat- 
ing  accent  and  the  general  fmilc,  he  will 
lofe  the  rcrpe(5l  due  to  the  charadler  of 
learning,  without  arriving  at  the  envied 
honour  of  doing  any  thing  with  elegance 
and  facilit)'. 

Theophraftus  was  difcovcred  not  to 
be  a  native  of  Athens,  by  fo  ftrift  an 
adhei-encc  to  the  Attic  dialefl,  as  (hew- 
ed that  he  had  learned  it  not  by  cuftora. 
but  by  rule.  A  man  not  early  formed 
to  habitual  elegance,  betrays  in  like 
manner  the  eftcils  of  his  education,  'hj 
an  unneccflary  anxiety  of  behaviour. 
It  is  as  pofliblf-  to  become  pcdantick  by- 
fear  of  pedantry,  as  to  be  troublcfomc 
by  ill-timed  civility.  There  is  no  kind 
of  impertinence  more  juftly  cenfurable, 
than  his  who  is  always  labouring  to  level 
thoughts  to  intelleS^s  higher  than  hit 
own;"  who  apologizes  for  every  word 
which  his  own  narrownefs  of  converfe 
inclines  him  to  think  unufual;  keeps  the 
exuberance  of  his  faculties  under  viiible 
rtftraint;  is  felicitous  to  anticipate  en- 
quiries by  needlefs  explanations;  and 
endeavours  to  (hade  his  own  abilities, 
left  weak  eyes  (hould  be  dazzled  with 
their  luftrc. 


N»  CLXXIT, 
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POZKVM  HABIT  IN  CORKV,  LONGE  fUGI,   DUMMODO  BISVM 
EXCUTIAT  Sill,  NON  Hig  CUI<^.UAM  ?ARCET   AMICO. 

Hot. 


YOKPIR  HI  DBIVKS-^^ATOID  THAT  FURIOUS  BXAtT: 

IF  HE  MAY  HAVE   HIS  JEST,    HE  NEVER  CARES 

AT  WnOJE    XZPENCE^    »*«*  FRIIN  D  NOR  PATROM  SPARES. 


Frakci!. 


TO  THB  RAMBLER. 
MR*  RAMBLER, 

THE  laws  of  focial  benevolence  re- 
quue,  that  every  man  (houM  en- 
deavour to  aflift  others  by  his  experience. 
He  that  has  at  laft  cfcaped  into  port  from 
the  flu6luations  of  chance,  and  thegufts 
of  oppofition,  ought  to  make  fome  im- 
provements in  the  chait  of  life,  by  mark- 
ing the  rocks  on  which  he  has  been 
da(hed,  and  the  (hallows  where  he  has 
been  ftranded. 

The  cnx>r  into  which  I  was  betmyed, 
when  cuftom  iirft  gave  me  up  to  my 
own  dire£lion,  is  very  frtrquentlv  inci- 
dent to  the  quick,  the  fprightiy,  the 
fearlefs,  and  the  pyi  to  all  whofe  ar- 
dour hurries  them  mto  precipitate  execu- 
tion of  their  defigns,  and  imprudent  de- 
claration of  their  opinions;  whofeldom 
count  the  coft  of  pleafure,  or  examine 
the  diftant  confequences  of  any  practice 
that  iiattcr»  them  with  immcaiate  gra- 
tification. 

I  came  forth  into  the  crowded  world 
with  tlie  ufual  juvenile  ambition, and  de- 
fircd  nothing  beyond  the  title  of  a  wit. 
Money  I  confidcred  as  below  my  carej 
for  I  faw  fuch  multitudes  grow  rich 
without  undcrftanding,  that  I  could  not 
forbear  to  look  on  wealth  as  an  acquisi- 
tion eafy  to  induftry  direfled  by  genius, 
and  therefore  threw  it  afide  as  a  fecon- 
dary  convenience,  to  be  procured  when 
my  principal  wiih  fliould  be  fatistied,  and 
the  claim  to  intelle6lual  excellence  uni* 
vcrfally  acknowledged. 

With  this  view  I  regulated  my  beha- 
viour in  publick,  and  exercifcd  my  me- 
ditations in  folitude.  My  life  was  di- 
vided between  the  care  of  providing 
topicks  for  the  entertainment  of  my 
company,  and  that  of  collefling  com- 
pany worthy  to  be  entertained;  for  I 
loon  found,  that  wit,  like  every  other 
power,  has  it*s  boundaries ;  that  if  s  fuc- 


cefs  depends  upon  the  aptitude  of  otlicn 
to  receive  impreflHons ;  and  that  as  fone 
botlies,  indiflblublc  by  heat,  can  let  the 
furnace  and  crucible  at  deiiince,  tine 
are  minds  upon  which  the  rays  of  fancT 
may  be  pointed  without  tffeS ,  and  whioi 
no  fire  of  fentiment  can  agitate  or  exalt. 

It  was,  however,  not  long  befin  I 
fitted  myfelf  with  a  fet  of  companioos 
who  knew  how  to  laugh,  and  to  whan 
no  other  recommendation  was  neceflaiy 
than  the  power  of  (farikin^  out  a  jdf. 
Amon^  thofe  I  fixed  my  reiidcnce,  and 
for  a  time  enjoyed  the  felicity  of  difhiri>- 
ing  tlie  neighbours  every  night  with  die 
obl^rcperous  applaufc  which  my  fafliei 
forced  from  the  audience.  The  repu- 
tation of  our  club  every  day  increakd, 
and  as  mv  flights  and  neraarKs  were  cir- 
culated by  my  admirers,  every  diy 
brought  new  folicitations  for  g>lmj<pnn 
into  our  (bciety . 

To  fupport  this  perpetual  fond  of 
merriment,  I  frequented  every  place  of 
concoiirfe,  cultivated  the  acquaintaaoe 
of  all  the  fafhionable  race,  and  raflU 
the  day  in  a  continual  fuccdftion  ofvifits, 
in  which  I  collefted  a  treafure  of  pka- 
fantry  for  the  expcncet  of  the  evening. 
Whatever  error  of  condu£l  I  could  dif- 
cover,  whatever  peculiarity  of  maaner 
I  could  obferve,  whatei'crwcakncfswai 
betrayed  by  confidence,  whatever  bpfe 
was  fuifered  by  ne^k;^^,  all  was  drawn 
together  for  the  diverfton  of  my  wiU 
companions,  who,  when  they  had  bcea 
taught  the  art  of  ridicule,  never  faikd  . 
to  fignalixe  themlelves  by  a  zealous  imi- 
tation, and  filled  the  town  on  the  csfii- 
ing  day  with  fcandal  and  vexatioiii|«kh 
merriment  and  (hune. 

I  can  fcarcely  believe,  when  I  naM 
my  own  praaice,  that  I  could  hmbcoi 
Ca  far  deluded  with  pettv  praife^  m  M 
divulge  the  iecrets  of  truK,  and  Id  apift 
the  levities  of  franluocfi}  ta  wayhy  tk 
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^  tiM  cauticms,  and  ftirpnze  the 
r  of  xhe  thoughtlefs.  Yet  it  is 
» that  for  many  years  I  heard  no- 
ut  with  defigntotell  it,  aod  iaw 
I  with  any  other  curiofit^  than 
me  failure  that  might  fiimifh  out 

heart,  indeed,  acquitt  me  of  de- 
:  malignity,  or  interefted  iniidi- 
.  I  had  no  other  purpofe  thin 
hten  the  pleafure  ot  laughter  by 
mication,  nor  ever  raifed  any  pe- 
r  advtmtage  from  the  calamities 
rs.  I  ledweaknels  and  nejg;linnce 
ificulties,  onfy  that  I  might  divert 
with  their  perplexities  and  dif- 
and  violated  every  law  of  friend- 
nth  no  other  hope  Aan  that  of 
l^the  reputation  ot  (inartnefs  and 

raid  not  be  underftood  to  charge 
with  any  crimes  of  the  atrocious 
iii£^e  kiad.  I  never  betrayed 
r  to  gameftersy  or  a  gir(  to  de- 
cs^ never  intercepted  mekindneft^ 
itroHy  or  i^RMted  away  die  reputa- 
iBBooence.  My  didi^t  was  only 
f  miichief  and  momentary  veaea- 
ami  ny  acuteneit  wat  emplojed 
Ml  fraud  and  oppreffion  wkieR  it 
m  nieriifiriow  to  dtted,  but  upon* 
tk  if^ranee  or  abfurdity,  preju- 

miftake. 

I  enquiry  I  purfucd  with  fi>  much; 
ee  and  fagacity,  that  I  wat  aUr 
ttt  of  every  man  I  knew,  fbae 
r  or  mifcarriajge;  to  betray  the 
rircumfpeft  ot  my  friends  mto 
by  a  judicious  flattery  of  his  pre- 
mtp^fioa;  orexpofchimtocoii- 
by  placing  htm  in  circun)ftancet 
p«t  his  prejudices  into  aAioOy 
1 1»  view  his  natural  defects,  or 
le  attention  of  the  company  on 
t  of  affeftation. 

^powerhad  been  pofTeflcd  in  vain 
a  never  been  exerted;  and  it  was 
f  cuftom  to  let  any  arts  of  Jons' 
vflHun  imempioyeo.  My  impo- 
ti  af^anic  Drought  me  riways 
>  the  place  of  entertainment;  and. 
m  med  to  lay  a  ftheme  with  Ae 
not  that  firft  nthered  round  me, 
ch  fime  of  tbofe  whom  wc  €K* 
might  be  made  fubfisrvioit  to  our 

Every  man  has  feme  fwouiitB 
of  cimwlation,  on  which^  by  a 
kferiopfiaefi  of  attention,  bemav 
iwm  to  cKpatiate  without  end. 
BMMB  Jbat  tome  hab/fual  contor« 
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don  of  bod)[,  or  eftablifhed  mode  of  ex* 
preffion,  which  never  fails  to  raife  mirth' 
if  it  be  pointed  out  to  nodce.  By  pro- 
motions of  thefe  Mrdcttfaritles  I  fecured 
our  pleafantry.  Our  companion  entered 
widi  his  ufuaf  jplety,  ana  biMran  to  par- 
fake  of  our  noify  cheerfulncis,  when  the 
converfation  was  imperceptibly  diverted 
to  a  fubjedt  which  prelTea  upon  his  ten- 
der part,  and  extorted  the  expelled 
ihrug,  die  cuftomary  exclamation,  or 
the  predided  remark.  A  general  cla- 
mour of  joy  then  bufft  firom  all  diat 
were  admitted  to  the  ftratagem.  Our 
mirdi  wa^  often  increafed  by  Uie  triumph 
of  him  that  occaiioned  it;  for  as  we  do 
not  haftily  form  conclufions  againft  our- 
(elvcs,  feldom  any  one  fof^^ed,  that 
he  had  exhifanxed  os  ofherwLfk  than  by 
his  wit. 

You  win  hear,  I  beficve,  with  very 
little  furprize,  that  by  this  condu6l  I  had 
in  a  Quart  time  united  maakilttt  ^oAs^ 
me,  and  that  every  tongue  wm  diTifent 
in  prevention  or  revengs.  I  &»»  per- 
ceived mvfdf  regarded  widi  mal^voleiieo. 
or  diftruK,  but  wondbrad  whal  had  beetii 
dkcovered  in  me  either  terrible  or  hate- 
ful. I  had  invaded  no  man*s  property  7 
I  had  rivalled  no  man*s  claims;  nor  had 
ever  engi^ged  in  any  of  thofe  atteinpfi 
which  provoke  the  jealoufy  of  stanbitioii,. 
ortheragcof  fa£^ion.  I  bad  lived  biitf 
to  laugh,  and  make  others  laughi  a!nd 
believed  that  I  was  loved  by  all  who 
careflfed,  and  £uroured  by  all  who  ap- 
plauded me.  I  never  imagined,  that  tte 
who,  in  the  mirth  of  a-  noftumal  reveJ^ 
coBCunod  in  ridknlinghis  friend,  would 
consider,  in  a  cooler  hour,  that  the  fame 
trick  might  be  piayed  againft  himielf  ^ 
or  that,  even  where  there  is  no  fenfe  of 
danger,  the  natural  pride  of  human 
natmv  rifes  againft  him,  who  by  gene- 
lal  cenlbres  lays  claim  to  g^enei-ai  fupe- 
riority. 

I  was  convinced,  by  a  total  defertion, 
of  the  impropriety  qf  my  condufl;  tvtry 
man  avoided,  and  cautioned  others  to 
avoid  me.  Wherever  I  cane,  I  found 
filence  and  dejo6tion,  coldneft  and  ter« 
j9or.  No  one  would  venture  to  ()>eak» 
left  he  fliould  by  himfelf  open  to  unia- 
vourable  seprefentabons;  theeompany, 
however  nunMn>us,  dropped  off  at  my 
cfitnsoce  upon  Tanous  pitteiices;  and  if 
I  retired  to  amd  the  ikame  of  being  lefty 
I  heard  oonficience  and  miith  revive  at 
my  dcBartute* 

}S  tnofe  NvViom  1  V'a^^  ^^%  Q5^ccA«i, 
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cduld  have  contented  themfclves  with  re- 
paying one  infult  for  another,  and  kept 
Up  the  war  only  Vy  a  reciprocation  of 
rarcafmsy  they  miglit  have  nerhaus  vexed> 
but  would  never  much  nave  nurt  mej 
for  no  man  heartily  hates  him  at  whom 
he  can  laugh.  But  thefc  wounds  which 
they  give  me  as  they  fly,  are  without  cure; 
this  dann  which  thsy  fpread  by  their  To- 
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licitude  to  efcape  me,  cxdudec  me  fnm 
all  friendfliip  and  from  all  ple^urc:  I 
am  condemned  to  pafs  a  long  interval 
of  my  life  in  folitude,  as  a  man  fo- 
fjie^led  of  infe^ion  is  refufed  admifliOB 
into  cities;  an<1  muft  linger  in  oblcurityi 
till  my  conduft  fhall  convince  the  world, 
that  I  may  be  approached  without  hazard. 
I  am,  &c.      DiCACULVS. 


N^  CLXXV.    TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  19,  1751. 

RAKX  <IV1VTZ  SONI,   NUMIBO  VIZ  SVTIT  TOTIDIM  QVOT 
THBBARVM  tOUTJE^  VEL  DIVXTIS  OSTIA  MLI. 

Jrv. 

GOOD  MEN  ARK  SCARCE,    THE  JUST  ARE  THINLY  SOWN; 
THEY  THRIVE   BUT  ILL,  NOR  CAN  THEY  LAST  WHEN   GROWN* 
AND  SHOULD  WE  COUNT   THEM,  AND  OUR  STORE  COMPILE; 

yet  thebes  more  gates  could  shew,  moee  mouths  the  nile. 

Cbikci. 


NONE  of  the  axioms  of  wifdom 
which  recommend  the  ancient  fages 
to  veneration,  ftcms  to  have  required  left 
extent  of  knowledge,  or  perfpicacity  of 
penetration,  than  the  remark  of  Bias, 
that  '  01  vxiovic  kmm— the  majority  are 
•  wicket!.' 

The  depravity  of  mankind  U  Co  eafily 
difcoverable,  that  nothing  but  the  defert 
or  the  cell  can  exclude  it  from  notice. 
The  knmvledge  of  crimes  intrudes  un- 
called and  undefired.  They  whom  their 
ablh-aftion  from  common  occurrences 
hinders  frc*m  feeing  iniquity*,  will  quick- 
ly have  their  attention  awakened  by 
feeling  it.  Even  he  who  ventures  not 
into  the  world,  may  learn  it's  coiTuption 
in  his  clofet.  For  what  arc  treatifes  of 
morality,  but  perluafivcs  to  the  pra£lice 
of  duties,  for  which  no  arguments  would 
he  ncceflary,  but  that  we  arc  continually 
tempted  to  violate  or  ncglcft  them? 
What  are  all  the  records  of  liillory,  but 
narratives  of  fuccclUve  viibnics,  of  trea- 
ions  and  ufurpations,  malTacres  and 
wars } 

But,  perhaps,  the  excellence  of  apho- 
rifms  confitls  not  fo  much  jn  the  cxprcf- 
fton  of  fome  rare  or  abftrufc  fentiment, 
as  .in  the  compj-ehf  nfion  of  fome  obvious 
and  ulcful  truth  in  a  few  words.  We 
fi-equenily  fall  into  error  and  folly,  not 
bccawfo  the  tme  principles  of  a6lion  are 
not  known,  but  becauie,  for  a  time,  they 
are  not  renH:mbeied;  and  he  may  liit-re- 
fi)re  be  jul^ly  numbered  among  the  be- 
Dcfidlots  of  icjikind,  who  contra^  the 


great  rules  of  life  into  fhort  fentences, 
tiiat  may  be  ealily  impreifed  on  the  me- 
mory, and  taught  by  firqaent  recollec- 
tion to  recur  habitually  to  the  raind. 

However  thofe  who  have  pafled 
through  half  the  life  of  man  may  now 
wonder  that  any  (hould  require  to  be 
cautioned  as;aint^  corruption,  they  will 
find  that  t\\ty  have  tnemfclves  pur- 
chafed  their  convi£lion  by  many  difap- 
pointiT^ntsand  vexations,  which  an  eir- 
tier  knowleilge  would  have  fpared  them; 
and  may  fee,  on  every  (ide,  fome  en- 
tangling themfclves  in  perplexities,  and 
fome  finking  into  ruin,  by  ignorance  or 
neglc£t  of  the  maxim  of  Bias. 

Every  day  fends  out,  in  quefl  of  plea- 
fure  and  dimn£lion,  fome  heir  fondled 
in  ignorance,  and  flattered  into  pride. 
He  comes  forth  with  all  the  confidence 
of  a  fpirit  unacquainted  with  fuperiors 
and  all  the  benevolence  of  a  mind  not 
yet  irritated  by  oppnfition,  alarmed  by 
frauds  or  embittered  by  cruelty.  He 
laves  all,  becaufe  he  imagines  nimielf 
the  univerfal  favourite.  Every  exchangi 
of  falutation  produces  newacquaintancti 
and  evciy  acquaintance  ^kindlei  into 
friendihip. 

Every  feafon  brings  a  new  flight  of 
beauties  into  the  yrorld,  who  huve  hi- 
therto heard  only  of  their  own  channii 
and  imagine  that  the  heart  feels  no  pif- 
fion  but  that  of  love.  TJiey  ire  Joea 
iiirrounded  by  admiren  whom  tfarr  av* 
dlt,  becaufe  they  tell  them  only  filntit 
heard  with  delight.     Whoever  gua 
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nn  is  a  lover;  and  whoever  forces 
is  pining  in  defpair. 
ireiy  is  a  ufeful  monitor  who 
es  to  thefe  thoughtlefs  ftrangcrs, 

majority  art  nvichJ^  who  in- 
lem,  that  the  train  which  wealth 
luty  draw  afttr  them,  is  lured 
r  the  fcent  of  preyj  and  that, 
I  among  all  thofe  who  crowd 
Kern  widi  profeflions  and  flatte- 
Te  is  not  one  who  does  not  hope 
e  opportunity  to  devour  or  be- 
tny  to  glut  himfclf  by  their  de- 
ny or  to  (hare  their  fpoils  with  a 
■  ravage. 

e  prefented  Hngly  to  the  imagi- 
)r  the  reafon,  is  fo  well  recom- 

by  it*s  own  g^racesy  and  fo 
r  fupported  by  arguments,  that 

man  wonders  how  any  can  be 
id  they  who  arc  ignorant  of  the 
'pafllon  and  inter^ll,  who  never 
1  the  arts  of  fcduclion,  the  coa- 
>f  example,  the  gradual  defcent 
e  crime  to  another,  or  the  infim- 
pravation  of  the  princijilcs  by 
inverfation,  naturally  expeA  to 
sgrlty  in  every  bofom,  and  vera- 
cvery  tongue. 

indeed  impofTible  not  to  hear 
lofe  who  have  lived  longer,  of 
and  falfehoods,  of  violence  and 
ention;  hut  fuch  narratives  are 
ily  lYgarded  by  the  young,  tha 
and  tue  confident,  as  nothing 
an  the  murmurs  of  ixreviilinels, 
reams  of  dotage;  and  notwitli- 
:  all  the  documents  of  hoary  wir« 
re  commonly  plunge  into  the 
ieailefs  and  credulous,  without 
(light  of  danger,  or  appi^hcnlion 
t, 

re  remarked,  in  a  former  paper, 
JuUty  is  the  common  failing  of 
ieuced  virtue;  and  that  he  who 
meoudy  fufpicicms,  may  be  juft- 
;ed  with  radical  corruption;  fc<r 
s  not  known  the  pn^valcncc  of 
\y  by  information,  nor  had  time 
ve  it  with  his  own  eyes,  whence 
ake  his  meafures  of  judgment 
p  himfclf  P 

who  beft  dcfervc  to  efcapc  the 
if  arti/ice,  ai*e  moft  likely  to  be 
kL  He  that  endeavours  tu  live 
good  of  others,  mull  always  be 
to  the  arts  of  them  who  live  only 
lielves,  unlefs  he  is  taught  by 
ffccepts  the  caution  re<|uii-ed  iu 
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common  tranfa£lions,  and  (hewn  at  a 
diftance  the  pitfals  of  treachery.     ^ 

To  youth,  therefore,  it  (houki  be  care- 
fully inculcated,  that  to  enter  the  road 
of  life  without  caution  or  relerve,  in  ez- 
pe^ation  of  general  fidelity  and  jultice, 
IS  to  launch  on  the  wide  ocean  vtrithout 
the  inftruinents  of  fteeiage,  and  to  hope 
that  every  wind  will  be  profperous,  and 
that  every  coaft  will  afford  a  harbour. 

To  enumerate  the  various  motives  to 
deceit  and  injuiy,  would  be  to  count  all 
the  delires  that  prevail  amon^r  the  Tons 
of  men;  fmce  there  is  no  ambition  how- 
ever  petty,  no  wiih  however  abfurd,  that 
by  indulgence  vrill  not  be  enabled  to 
overpower  the  influence  of  virtue.  Many 
there  are,  who  openly  and  almofl  pro- 
feiiedly  rrgulate  all  their  conduct  by 
their  lo\'e  of  money;  who  have  no  rea- 
fon for  a6lion  or  forbearance,  for  com- 
pliante  or  refufal,  than  ,that  they  hope 
to  gain  more  by  one  than  by  the  other. 
Thefe  are  indeed  the  meaneft  and  crueldt 
of  human  beinp,  a  race  with  whom,  as 
with  fome  peitilerous  animals,  the  whole 
creation  fcems  to  be  at  war;  but  who^ 
howe\'er  detefled  or  fcomed,  long  con- 
tinue to  add  heap  to  heap,  and  when  the^ 
have  reduced  one  to  beggary,  are  lliu 
permitted  to  fallen  on  another. 

Others,  yet  Icfs  rationally  wicked^ 
pafs  their  lives  in  mifchief,  becaufe  they 
cannot  bear  the  fight  of  fuccefs,  and 
mark  out  every  man  for  hatred  whois 
fame  or  fortune  they  believe  increafing. 

Many,  who  have  not  advanced  to 
thefi;  demes  of  guilt,  are  yet  wholly  un- 
qualified for  friendfhip,  and  unaole  to 
maint.iin  any  conlhnt  or  regular  courie 
of  kindneis.  Happinefs  may  be  deftroy« 
ed  not  only  by  union  with  the  man  who 
is  ap}iarently  the  flave  of  intercft,  but 
with  him  whom  a  wild  opinion  of  the 
dignity  of  periWerance,  in  whatever 
caufc,  difpolcs  to  puifue  every  injury 
with  unwearied  and  perpetual  refenr. 
mcnt;  with  him  whole  vanity  inclines 
him  to  conllder  every  man  as  a  rival  in 
every  prctenfion;  with  him  whofe  aiiy 
negligence  puts  his  friend^s  affairs  or 
feci'cts  in  continual  ha2.u'd,  and  who 
thinks  his  furgctfulnei»  of  othei-s  excuf- 
ed  by  his  inattention  to  himfelf;  and 
with  himwhule  inconilmcy  ranges  with* 
out  any  Icttle*!  rule  of  choice  through 
varieties  of  friendiliip,  and  who  adopts 
and  dilhiiffes  favourites  by  the  i'uddcn 
impulle  of  caprice. 
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Thus  numerous  m  the  dangers  to 
which  the  converfe  of  mankind  exposes 
us,  and  which  can  be  avoided  only  by 
prudent  didruft.  He  therefore  that,  re- 
membering this  falutary  maxim,  learns 


early  to  withhold  bis  foodneft  fion  Ut 
appearances,  will  have  rraA>n  to  pif 
fome  honours  to  Bias  of  Pripie,  ate 
enabled  him  to  become  wile  wiAoattti 
coft  of  ezferience. 


N^  CLXXVI.    SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  23,  17SL 


"yASO  tVtTEKSBak  ADOVCO* 


Hob. 


CV  ME  YOV  TOSIf  THE   HOSE.' 


THERE  are  many  viexatious  acci- 
dents and  uneafy  fituatiofis  which 
raiie  litde  compafTion  for  the  fui&rer, 
and  which  no  man  but  thofe  whom  they 
immediately  diftrcfs  can  ngard  with  fe- 
rioulVids.  Petty  mifchiefs  thit  have  no 
influence  on  futurity,  nor  extend  their 
efieAs  to  the  reft  of  life,  arc  always  iecn 
with  a  kind  of  malicious  pleafure.  A 
miftake  or  embarraflhnent,  which  for  the 

Geient  moment  fills  the  face  with 
ufintty  and  the  mind  with  confviion, 
will  iiave  no  other  effejl  upon  iJhofe  who 
•bierve  it  than  that  of  convulfin^  them 
with  irrefiftible  laughter.  Somecircum- 
ftaaces  of  mifery  are  fo  powerfully  ridi- 
culous, that  nather  kindnefs  nor  duty 
can  witliftand  diem;  they  bear  down 
love,  interefl,  and  reverence,  and  force 
the  friend,  the  dependent,  or  the  child, 
to  give  way  to  inltantaneous  nMMions  of 
racri-iment. 

Among  the  principal  of  comick  cala- 
mities, may  be  reckon^  the  pain  which 
an  author^  not  yet  iiardened  into  tnfcn- 
fibilin',  feels  at  t^'onlet  of  a  fiirious 
critick,  whoie  agk,  rank,  or  fortune, 
gives  him  confidence  to  fpeak  without 
reierve;  who  heaps  one  ohjeAion  upon 
another,  and  obtrudes  his  remarks,  and 
enforces  his  correSionS)  without  tender- 
nefs  or  awe. 

The  author,  full  of  the  importance  of 
his  work,  and  anxious  for  the  juftifica- 
tion  of  every  fyllable,  ftarts  and  kindles 
at  the  (lij;hteft  attack;  the  critick,  caj^ 
to  eftabhfh  his  fuperiority,  triuinphmg 
in  evei-y  difcovery  of  failure,  and  xea- 
lous  to  iroprefs  the  cogency  of  his 
arguments,  purfues  him  from  line  to 
line  without  ceflation  or  rcmorlc.  The 
critick,  who  hasards  little,  proceeds 
with  vehemence,  impetuofity,  and  fear- 
kfrnels)  die  author,  whole  quiet  and 


fame,  and  life  and  immortality,  tn  if* 
Tolved  m  the-  controf^rxy,  tries  ewiy 
art  of  fubterfure  and  defence;  maiMH 
modeftlv  what  lie  relblvet  never  to  yicMi 
and  yields  unwillingly  what  cannot  lie 
maintained.  The  cntick's  puipoft  is 
to  conquer,  the  author  only  hopes  tocf- 
cape;  ue  critick  dierefora  knits  Us 
bixjw,  and  raifes  his  voice,  and  icjoices 
w4ienever  he  perceives  any  tokens  of 
pain  excited  by  the  prefTnre  of  his  aftr- 
tions,  or  the  point  of  his  farcafins.  Tht 
author,  whole  endeavour  is  at  qnoe  id 
mollify  and  elude  his  perieoitor,  con- 
pofes  his  features  and  ibficens  his  ac- 
cent, breaks  the  force  of  alTault  by  re- 
treat, taid  rather  ftepsafide  than  Bicsor 
advances. 

As  it  very  ieldom  happens  4ut  the 
ra^  of  extemporary  criticifm  infliAs  fa- 
talor  lafting wounds,  I  know  not  thai 
the  laws  of  benevolence  entitle  this  dif- 
trcfs  to  ninch  fympathy.  The  divcrfcMi 
of  baiting  an  anmor  has  the  fanAioiief 
all  ages  and  nations,  and  is  more  laif- 
ful  than  the  ft^ort  of  tctztng  other  ini- 
mais,  becaufc,  for  the  ntoft  part,  he 
comes  voluntarily  to  the  fhike,  fwiiflicd, 
as  he  imagines,  by  the  patron  powcn 
of  literature,  widi  refiftlefs  weapons,  and 
impenetiable  aimour,  with  the  mail  of 
the  boar  of  Erymanth,  and  die  paws  of 
the  Hon  of  Nemea. 

But  the  works  of  gernut  are  fbme- 
times  produced  by  omer  motives  thai 
vanity;  and  he  vmom  necdfity  or  datf 
enforces  to  write,  is  not  always  fo  weft 
fatisfied  with  himfelf,  as  not  to  be  dif- 
couraeed  by  ccnforious  impadencc.  It 
may  ttH*refore  be  neceflkry  to  confider 
how  they  whom  publication  lays  o||Ci 
to  the  infults  of  iuch  as  their  obfcunty 
fecurcs  againft  reprifals,  may  extricile 
themfdves  from  unexpe^ed  encowiicn. 

V*. 
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,  a  nan  of  confiderable  (kill  in 
liticks  of  literature,  direcls  his 
"holly  to  abandon  his  defence,  and 
iita  AC  can  imefinigabiy  refiite  all 
ws,  to  fuffer  tamely  the  exnlta* 
'  his  antagonift. 

t  rule  may  perhaps  be  juft,  when 
is  aikedy  and  leverity  fblicited, 
!  no  man  tells  his  opimoa  So  free- 
hen  he  imagines  k  veceived  Mpilh 
t  veneration;  and  criticks  ought 

0  be  confulted,  hut  while  errors 
St  be  rofiified  or  InGpidity  fup- 
•  But  when  the  booK  has  once 
imtfled  into  the  world,  and  can 
nore  retouched,  I  know  not  whe- 
my  dificrent  condufl  ibonld  not 
bribed,  and  whether  firmnefs  and 
aoay  not  fiMOCtimes  be  of  ufe  to 
wcr  arrogance  and  repel  bruta- 
Softaeit,  diffidence,  and  mode- 
will  often  be  mi(bken  for  im- 

f  aad  dcje&ion{  they  lure  cow- 
to  the  attack  by  the  hopes  of  eafy 
r;  and  it  will  loon  be  found  that 
MS  every  man  thinks  he  can  coa- 
(hall  never  be  at  peace. 
;  aaimadverfions  of  criticks  are 
>nly  fuch  as  may  cafdy  provoke 
at»  writer  to  ibme  quicknefs  of 
Dcnt  and  afperi^  of  reply.  A 
'ho  by  lon|^  confideration  has  fa- 
led  a  iubje£l  to  his  own  mind, 
Uy  fimreyed  the  feries  of  his 
ICB,  and  planned  all  tiie  parts  of 
mpontion  into  a  Regular  depend- 
m  each  other,  will  often  Aart  at 
iStzooM  interpretations,  or  abfurd 
Uy  of  bafte  and  ignorance,  and 
r  by  what  infatuation  they  have 
cd  sway  from  the  obvious  6nfe, 
poo  what  peculiar  principles  of 
cot  tfaey  decide  againft  him. 
;eyeof^theintelle£t,  like  that  of 
dy«  is  not  eaually  perfect  in  all, 
uatty  adaptea  in  any  to  all  obje^ls; 

1  of  criticifm  is  to  fupply  it*6  de- 
nilct  are  the  inilruments  of  men- 
iooy  which  mayi  indeed  a/Uft  our 
0  wlcn  properly  ui«d|  but  pi  o- 
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duce  confufion  and  obfcurity  by  unlk3- 
fid  application. 

Some  feem  always  to  read  with  the 
micFofcope  -of  criticism,  and  employ 
their  whole  attention  upon  minute  ele- 
gance, or  ftnAtM  icarcdy  vifible  to  com- 
mon obfervation.  The  diflbnance  of  a 
jfyilable,  the  recm-rcRce  cf  the  fame 
urand,  the  repetition  of  a  particle,  the 
imalleft  deviation  from  propriety,  the 
ilighteft  defeat  in  conibru^ion  or  arrange- 
ment, fwell  befoiie  iheir  «yes  into  enor- 
roities.  As  they  difcem  with  great  ex- 
a&neiii,  they  comfuebend  but  a  nairoir 
compafs,  andkaowaothingof  the  jnft- 
nels  of  the  defign,  the^exMnd  fpirit  of 
the  performance,  the  arti£ce  Jt  con- 
nexion, or  the  harmony  of  the  partsf 
they  never  conceive  how  fmall  a  propor- 
tion that  which  they  are  bufy  ui  con- 
templating bears  to  the  whole^  or  bow 
the  petty  inaccuracies  with  which  they 
are  ofiended,  are  abforbed  and  loft  in 
general  excellence. 

O^en  are  famiflMd  by  criticifm  with 
a  telelbepe.  Tkey  iee  with  great  dear- 
De&  whatever  is  too  remote  to  be  di(co« 
vered  by  the  reft  of  mankind,  but  are 
totally  blind  to  all  that  lies  snniediatelf 
before  them.  They  diicover  in  everf 
pailage  ibme  (ecret  meaning,  fome  re- 
mote allufion,  fimie  artfvl  allegory,  or 
ibme  occult  imitation  which  no  other 
reader  ever  fufpeAedi  but  they  have  no 
perception  of  the  co^peocy  of  ai^guments^ 
the  force  of  pathetick  fentiments,  tiia 
various  colours  of  di&ioD,  or  the  flow- 
ery embelli/hments  of  fiuicv;  of  eU  tiMt 
engaees  the  attention  of  others,  they  am 
total&  infenfible,  while  they  pry  into 
worlds  of  conje^ure,  and  amuK  then* 
ielves  with  phantoms  in  the  clovida. 

In  criucifm,  as  in  every  other  »t^ 
we  fail  ibmetimes  by  our  weekoefa,  but 
more  frequently  by  owr  £uilt*  We  are 
fomctimcs  bewildered  by  tgnoranoe,  and 
ibmetimes  by  prejudice,  mit  we  lUdom 
deviate  far  from  the  right,  but  when  wv 
deliver  ourfelvet  up  to  die  direftian  «C 
vanity. 
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TUtTE  EST  DirriCILBt  HABERE  NUCAS. 

Mart, 
those  tr1w69  which  nowsefm  fixvolous  and  tlfchty 
will  be  or  sirxoui  c03cscqvenck  to  you, 

WBEK  THEY  HAVE  MADE  YOU  ONCE  RXDICULOVS. 

RolCOMMON. 
TO  THE  EAMBLEE. 


WHEN  I  was,  at  the  iifualtime, 
about  to  enter  upon  the  pro- 
fcilion  to  which  my  friends  hnd  def- 
tined  nw,  being  fummoncd,  by  the  death 
ot'  my  father,  into  the  countr)-,  I  found 
invfelf  mafter  of  an  uncxpcAcd  Aim 
of  money,  and  of  ?.ncftatc,  which  though 
no(  largt',  was,  in  my  opinion,  fum- 
cient  to  fupport  nte  in  a  condition  f:\r 
preferable  to  the  fatigue,  dependanc*, 
and  unctTtainlv,  of  any  gainful  occupa- 
tii)n.  I  therefore  refolvcd  to  devote  the 
reft  of  niy  life  wholly  to  curiofity,  and 
without  any  confinement  of  my  excur- 
iions,  or  termination  of  my  views,  to 
wander  orer  the  boumUcfs  regions  of 
general  knowledge. 

This  fchcme  of  life  fcemed  pregnant 
with  fiiexhauftible  variety,  and  there- 
fore I  could  not  forbear  to  congratulate 
inyfclf  upon  the  wifdom  of  my  choice. 
I  furnifheil  a  large  room  with  all  con- 
vcniencies  for  iliidyj  collected  books  of 
every  kindj  quitted  every  fcience  at  the 
^i-ft  perception  of  dilgult;  returned  to 
it  again  as  foon  as  my  iSrmer  ardor  hap- 
pened to  revive;  »nd  having  no  rival  to 
doprefs  me  by  compawfon,  por  any  cri- 
tick  to  alarm  me  with  obje^lions,  I  fpent 
i{uy  after  diy  In  profound  tranquillity, 
with  only,  fo  much  complacence  in  my 
<»Wn  improvements,  as  ferved  to  excite 
md  animate  niy  application. 

Thus  I  lived  for  fomc  years  with 
complete  acquiefcence  in  my  own  plan 
#f  condu6^,  rifing  early  to  read,  and 
dividing  the  latter  part  of  the  day  l>e- 
tvvf  en  economy,  exercife,  and  reflcilion. 
But  in  time  I  began  to  tind  ipy  mind 
conti-a6tcd  and  ftiffened  by  iolitude. 
My  cafe  and  elegance  were  feniibly  im- 
paired; I  was  no  limp^cr  able  to  accom- 
modate myfelf  with  rtadinefi  to  the  ac- 
iSdentii  current  of  convcifation,  my 
liotions'grcw  particuUr  and  paradoxical, 
jllid  air  phrafcclogy  formil  u\d  utv- 


fadiionable;  I  fpoke,  on  commc 
cafions,  the  lanpiagc  of  books, 
quick nefs  of  apprehenfion,  and  c 
of  reply,  hid  entirely  dcfcrtcd  me 
I  delivered  my  opinion,  or  detail 
knowledge,  I  was  bewildered  b}'  a 
fcafanable  interrogatory,  difcor 
by  :my  fliglrt  oppofition,  and 
whelmed  an<l  lort  in  dejeclicn  wh 
fmalleft  advantage  was  gained  i 
me  in  difmite.  I  became  deciiii 
dogmv^ticai,  impatient  of  contrad 
pcrp*?tually  jealous  of  my  charaA 
folent  to  fuch  as  acknowledged  n 
perioiity,  and  fuUen  and  malip 
all  wlio  refilled  to  receive  my  idi5 

This  I  foon  difco^'ered  to  be  < 
thofe  intclieftual  difcafcs  which 
m:m  fhould  makehaAc  to  cure.  I 
fore  refolvcd  for  a  time  to  fti 
books,  and  learn  again  the  art  ol 
verJationj  to  defecate  and  clear  m) 
by  brifker  motions,  and  ftronge 
pulfes;  and  to  unite  mylelf  once 
to  the  living  generation. 

For  tliis  piirpofc  I  haded  to  Lc 
and  entreated  one  of  my  academi< 
quaintances  to  introduce  me  int 
of  the  little  (ocieties  of  literature 
are  formed  in  taver-rrs  and  coflhe-b 
He  was  pleafe*!  with  an  c^^portm 
fhewing  me  to  his  friends,  and  fei 
tained  me  admifTion  amonga  (elefl 
pany  of  airious  men,  who  met  c 
week  to  exhilarate  their  ftudtiei, 
compare  their  acquifitions. 

The  eldeft  and  mod  venerable  < 
fociety  was  Ilirfutus,  who,  after  d 
civilities  of  my  ivceptioo,  foandi 
to  introduce  the  mention  of  his  f 
rite  ftudies,  by  a  fevere  ccn(urt  ol 
wIk)  want  the  due  regard  for  the 
tive  countrv.  He  informed  me 
he  had  ear:y  withdrawn  his  itli 
from  foreip:n  trifles,  and  that  fix 
bcgtm  to  aJdi6l  iiis  mind  to  ferioii 
manly  ftudics,  he  had  very  car 
«xaai£i:d  all  the  Engllih  books  thai 
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in  the  black  cKaraf^cr.  This 
le  had  piiiiued  Co  dih'gently, 
jvas  able  to  (hew  the  deficiencies 
teft  catalogues.  He  hail  long 
nnhtcJ  his  Caxton,  had  throe 
■  Trcveris  unknown  to  the  an- 
i,  and  wanted  to  a  nc-rfrct  Pyn- 

two  volumes,  of  which  one 
tnifed  htm  as  a  Iceracy  by  ifs 
wlTeflfor,  and  the  other  he  was 
to  buy,  at  whatever  price,  when 
ius'5  library  (hould  be  fold. 
;  had  no  other  reafon  for  the  va- 

(lighting  a  book,  than  that  it 
ted  in  the  Roman  or  the  Gothick 
or  any  ideas  but  fuch  as  his  fa- 
/^olumes  had  fupplied;  when  he 
nis,  he  expatiated  on  the  nar- 
f  Johan  de  Trevlfa,  and,  when 
merry,  regaled  us  with  a  quo- 
>m  the  Shippe  of  Foles. 
;  I  wxs  liltemng  to  thi;  hoary 
Fcrratus  entered  in  a  hiirr)-, 
rmed  us,  with  the  abniptnefs  of 
that  his  fet  of  halfjK'ncc  was 
iplete;  he  had  juft  received,  in  a 
of  change,  the  piece  that  he  had 
been  fceking,  and  could  now 
ikmd  to  outgo  his  collection  of 
cooper* 

Dpnylax  then  obferved  how  fa- 
lan  lagacity  was  fomctimcs  baf- 
I  how  often  the  moil  valuable 
.s  are  made  by  chance.  He 
eyed  himfelf  and  his  cmiffarics 
irs  at  preat  cxpencc,  to  ucrfcft 
I  of  Gazettes,  but  had  long 
.  fingle  paper,  which,  when  he 

of  obtainmg  it,  was  lent  him 
ro'.ind  a  parcel  of  tobacco. 
enus  turned  all  his  thou^rhts 
ballads,  for  he  confidcrcd  them 
enuine  records  of  the  national 
Ic  offered  to  (hew  me  a  copy  of 
hilJrcn  iu  the  Wood,'  which 
'  believed  to  be  of  the  firft  edi- 
1  by  the  help  of  which  the  text 
freed  from  fcvcral  cornijjtions, 
;e  of  barbarity  had  any  claim  to 
iurs  from  him. 

were  admitted  into  this  focicty 
)r  members,  becaufc  thi.*y  had 
old  prints  and  neglcflcd  pnra- 

poflefled  fome  fragment  of  an- 
is  the  fi-al  of  an  ancimt  corpo- 
iC  charter  of  a  reli^icui  houfw*. 


the  genealogy  of  a  family  oxfln.^,  or  a 
letter  written  in  the  rei^Hrn  of  Eli/abcth. 

Every  one  of  thclis  virtuolbs  looked 
on  all  his  aflfociates  as  wretches  of  de* 
praved  tafte  and  narrow  notion o.  Their 
convcrfation  was,  therefore,  fretful  arid 
wafjiilh,  tluir  behaviour  brutal,  their 
murimcnt  bluntly  urtailirk,  and  their 
ferioufncfs  gloomy  and  fulbicious*  They 
were  totally  ignorant  of  all  that  pafles,or 
has  lately  pallid,  in  the  world j  unable 
to  difculs  any  qucllion  of  religious,  po- 
litical, or  military  knowlctigej  equally 
ftrangi»rs  to  fcience  and  politer  learning, 
and  without  any  wifh  to  improre  their 
minds,  or  any  other  pleafui-e  than  iliar 
of  difplaying  rarities,  of  which  they 
would  not  fuffer  others  to  make  the  pro- 
per ufe. 

Hirfutus  gracioufly  informed  me,  that 
the  number  of  their  fociety  was  limited, 
but  that  I  might  fometiines  attend  as  an 
auditor.  I  was  pleafed  to  find  myfclf 
in  no  danger  ot  an  honour  which  I 
could  not  have  willingly  accepted,  nor 
gracefully  rcfii fed,  and' left  them  without 
any  intention  of  returning;  for  I  foon 
found,  that  die  fuppreflion  ofthofe  ha- 
■  bits  with  which  I  was  vitiated,  required 
alTociation  with  men  very  different  from 
this  foiemn  race. 

I  am.  Sir,  Sec, 

VlVACULUS. 

It  is  natural  to  feel  grief  or  indigna- 
tion when  any  thine,  neceflaiy  or  ufe- 
ful,  is  wantonly  wartal,  or  negligently 
delhx>yed;  and  therefore  my  correfpond- 
ent  cannot  be  blamed  for  looking  with 
umafinefs  on  the  wafte  of  life.  Leifure 
and  curiofity  migjht  foon  make  great  ad- 
vances in  ufefuf  knowledge,  were  they 
not  diverted  by  minute  eiYiulation  and 
laborious  tiifles.  It  may,  however, 
fomswhat  mollify  his  an<rer,  to  reflect, 
that  perhaps  none  of  the  ain-mbly  which 
he  defcribcs,  was  capa!»le  of  any  nobler 
emDlcyment,  and  that  he  who  does  hit 
belt,  howcvfr  little,  is  always  to  he  dif- 
tin^uifhed  from  him  who  does  nothing. 
Whatever  biilics  the  mind  without  cor- 
rupting it,  ha^  at  leafl  this  ul^.*,  that  it 
relcues  the  day  from  idlenefs,  and  he 
that  is  never  idle  will  not  often  be  vi- 
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rABS  SAKITATIS  VILLI  SAN'AtlA  FUIT. 


SiMKCAa 


TO  YIELD  TO  KEMEDICt  It  HALF   Till  CUKE. 


PYTHAGORAS  is  reported  to 
halve  rec^iiired  from  thoTe  whon 
he  inftnxAed  in  philoibpby  a  probatieiu 
aiy  fdencc  of  tive  years.  Wnethcr  thit 
proliibiiionof  l\H.«ch  extended  to  all  ths 
partt  of  this  tiinc»  at  £bcms  renerally  to 
be  fuppolcd,  or  was  to  be  oblerved  onhr 
in  the  School  or  in  the  prcience  of  thar 
inafter»  as  is  more  probable,  it  was  fiif- 
ficicnt  to  difcover  the  piipirsdifpofidoDs. 
to  try  whether  he  was  willing  to  pay  the 
price  of  leaniingy  or  whether  he  was  one 
of  thoit  whofe  aniour  was  rather  violent 
than  lifting,  andwhoexpcfied  to  pmr 
wife  on  otl^  terms  than  thole  of  patience 
and  obedience. 

Many  of  the  blefilngs  univerfally  de» 
fired  arc  very  finequentlv  wnttd,  be- 
cauie  moft  men,  when  tney  flwuld  la- 
bour, content  themftlves  to  compkun^ 
and  radier  linger  in  a  ftate  in  whicn  th^ 
cannot  be  at  reft,  than  improve  theur 
condition  by  vi^urandrcfolution. 

Providence  has  fixed  the  limits  of  hu- 
man cnjoyownt  by  immtiveabk:  boun- 
daries, and  has  let  different  gratifica- 
tions at  fiich  a  diftancG  from  each  other, 
that  no  art  or  power  can  bring  them  to- 
gether. Tliit  great  law  it  it  the  bu&- 
nefs  of  every  rational  bcin^  to  undcc- 
ftaod,  that  life  may  not  pals  away  ia 
aa  attempt  to  moke  conti-adidions  con- 
ilftent,  to  combine  ojppofite qualities,  and 
to  unite  things  whicn  the  nature  of  their 
being  muA  2ways  keep  afun^er. 

Of  two  obje£U  tempting  at  a  diftance 
on  contrary  fides,  it  is  impoftibie  to  ap- 
pinaclv  one  but  by  receding  from  tne 
others  by  long  deliberation  a^  dilatory 
projeftft  they  nsaybeboth  loft,  but  can 
never  be  both  gained.  It  is,  therefore, 
SieceflWryto  oompare  them, -and  when 
we  have  detennined  the  preference,  to 
withdraw  our  eyes  and  our  dumghta  at 
oDcc  ftom  that  which  realbn  diims  at 
to  o-ieA.  This  it  the  more  necelTarya  if 
that  which  we  ai-c  forfaking  has  the 
power  of  delighting  the  fenfcs,  or  fire- 
gig  the  fancy .  He  that  once  turns  afide 
to  the  Allurements  of  unlawful  pleafure, 
can  have  no  iecnnty  diat  he  fhall  ever 
ng2m  the  paths  of  tutut. 


The  philofophickgpdddtofBoethius* 
having  rehted  the  ftoiy  of  Otpheus, 
who»  when  he  had  recoftied  bt  m& 
from  the  dominions  of  deMh«  loft  her 
again  by  looking  hftcJt  upon  fto-  indit 
confines  of  li^t,  oonchiiiet  with  a  verjr 
elegant  and  forcible  apolicalioii.  '  Wh»- 
'  ever  you  are  that  endMv«irf»cSmtt 

*  Tour  mindt  to  the  inuniiMlhws  of 

*  Heaven,  confidcr  foiirftlvBi  at  lepic* 

*  (ented  in  this  hhki  lor  he  Oat  is 

*  once  (b  far  •veroome  at  to  tvn  bid 

*  his  eyes  towardt  Ae  infcmJ  cnens, 
'  lolet  at  the  firft  fioilt  all  tlut  nfa- 
<  ence  which xtttalbdhBi^ii fa^. 

VoshcefabolBBd^idl^ 
Qpicnaqae  m  fnpenuB  diHt 
Mcntem  toceic  ^pMnSs 
Nam  ^ui  Tirtaieam  la  %ertt 
TIAus  lumins  Aeicti^ 
QaiJipiid  praeipiium 


f,   Dl3t 


PerdiCi  dumi 


It  may  be  obftrved  in  }_ 
the  future  ispurehaTed  br  the [ 
It  is  notpoi&bfeto  IfeciiRfdiibBt  or  per- 
manent happTnefh  butb^lbelbsbeaiaiKs 
of  fbme  immediate  gnufkatSoB.  This 
is  (b  evidently  true  wiA.  tqptf  to  dte 
whole  of  our  tsSftnc^  floft  aH  Ae  pie* 
cepta  of  theology  ham  ao  odier  toi- 
dencynian  toenfonaaflfs-ot  nufai  s 
life  reguhted  not  by  oar  iciAt  hot  our 
belief;  aIifeinwbiclipj|eafiBttaretDbe 
tefuled  lor  fear  of  iaviftble  pmuflkmenu, 
and  calamitiet  fonMtimea  ta  be  (ought, 
and  always  endured^  inhopec^Rwards 
that  ftiall  be  obtained  in  aaodkr  fair. 

Even  if  we  take  into  osar  vie*  only 
that  particle  of  our  daratian  which  is 
termmated  by  the  grave, if  vnttbefouad 
that  we  cannot  enjoy  one  pait  of  file  be- 
yond the  common  fimitatiQiit  of  pka- 
fure,  but  by  anticmating  fiane  of  the 
fatisfaftkm  which  dunild  exhilarBte  the 
following  years.  The  heat  of  yoodi 
may  fpread  happinefs  into  wild  luxuii- 
ance,  but  the  radical  vig^r  requifite  to 
make  it  perennial  is  exhaufted,  and  sU 
that  can  be  hoped  afterwards  is  languor 
and  ftcrility. 


hiUiOkt^  mw  tbr  Art  f|Jr»n«.Lv  HamTtinlf  I'^MMth  tivi;*! . 
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:  relgniog  error  of  mankind  is» 
e  arc  not  content  with  the  condi- 
on  which  the  goods  of  life  are 
J.  No  man  is  infenfible  of  the 
sF  knowledge,  the  advantages  of 
,  or  the  convenience  of  plenty, 
er\'  day  thews  us  thofe  on  whom 
ivi6lion  is  without  cffc5k. 
}wledge  is  praifed  and  defired  by 
Lides  whom  ncr  charms  could  ne- 
ifefrom  the  couch  of  (loth  5  whom 
nteft  invitation  of  pleafure  draws 
from  their  ftudics;  to  whom  any 
nethod  of  wearinc;  out  the  day  is 
ligible  than  the  ule  of  books,  and 
-e  more  eaiily  engaged  by  any  con- 
on,  than  fucn  as  may  reaify  their 
s  or  enlarge  their  compreheniion.  . 
ry  nun  that  has  felt  pain,  knows 
ttle  all  other  comforts  can  glad- 
tn  to  whom  health  is  denied.  Yet 
1  there  does  not  fometimes  hazard 
the  enjoyment  of  an  hour?  All 
>Hes  of  jollity,  all  places  of  pub- 
ntcrtainment,  exhibit  examples  of 
th  wafting  in  riot,  and  beauty 
ing  in  irregularity  ^  nor  is  it  cafy  to 
I  houfe  in  which  part  of  the  family 
groaning  in  repentance  of  pad  in- 
rance,  and  part  admitting  difeaie 
jligencc,  or  loliciting  it  by  luxury, 
ere  is  no  pleafure  which  men  of 
age  and  fcft  have  more  generally 
I  to  mention  with  contempt,  than 
-atiHcations  of  the  palate;  an  en- 
iment  fo  far  removed  from  intel- 
1  happincfs,  that  fcarcely  the  moft 
lefs  of  the  feni'ual  herd  have  dared 
end  it :  yet  even  to  this,  the  low- 
our  delights,  to  this,  though  nei- 
Bick  nor  lading,  is  health  with  all 
hvity  and  fpi  i^htline fs  daily  facri- 
and  for  this  are  half  \he  nufcrieft 
cd  which  urge  impatience  to  call 
ith. 
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The  whole  world.  Is  put  in  motion  by 
the  wifli  for  riches,  and  the  dread  of  po^ 
verty.  Who,  th^n,  would  not  imagine 
that  fuch  condu6l  as  will  inevitably  de- 
ftroy  what  all  are  thus  labouring  to  ac^ 
quire,  muft  generally  be  avoided?  That 
he  who  fpends  more  than  he  receives, 
muft  in  time  become  indigent,  cannot  be 
doubted;  but  how  evident  foever  this 
coni^quence  may  appear,  the  fpendthrift 
moves  in  the  wnirl  of  pleafure  with  too 
much  rapidity  to  keep  it  before  his  eyes, 
and,  in  tiic  intoxication  of  gaiety,,  grows 
every  day  poorer  without  anv  fuch  fenfe 
of  approaching  ruin  as  is  (ufiicient  to 
wake  nim  into  caution. 

Many  complaints  are  made  of  the 
mifeiy  of  life;  and  indeed  it  muft  be 
confefled  that  we'are  fubjeA  to  calami- 
ties by  which  the  good  and  bad,  the  dili- 
eent  and  flothfiil,  the  vieilant  and  heed- 
iefs,  are  equally  afflifted.  But  furely, 
though  fome  indulgence  may  be  allow- 
ed to  groans  extorted  by  inevitable 
mifery,  no  man  has  a  right  to  repine  at 
evils  winch,  againft  wamine,  aguinft 
experience,  'he  deliberately  and  leifurcly 
brings  upon  his  own  head;  or  to  con- 
fider  hiimelf  as  debarred  firom  happinefs 
by  fuch  obftacles  as  refolution  may 
break,  or  dexterity  may  put  afidc. 

Great  numbers  who  quarrel  with  their 
condition,  have  wanted  not  the  power 
but  the  will  to  obtain  a  better  ftate. 
Tliey  have  never  contemplated  the  dif- 
ference between  good  and  evil  fuflicient- 
ly  to  quicken  avcrfion,  or  invigorate 
cfefire;  they  have  indulged  a  drowfy 
thoughtleflnefs  or  giddy  levity;  have 
committed  the  balance  of  choice  to  the  ^ 
management  of  caprice;  and  when  they 
have  long  accuftomed  themfeK'es  to  re- 
ceive all  that  chance  offered  them,  with- 
out examination,  bmentat  laft  that  they 
find  then^vcs  deceived. 


CLXXIX.    TUESDAY,   DECEMBER  3,  1751. 


riBrCTOO  ailU  rOI.MONlM  AOITAtS  lOLXBAT. 


Juv. 


PT.MOCBITUS  WOULD  FXID  KIS  IPLIIN,  AND  tHAKI 
Mil  SfOtI  AND  IHOULDItS  TILL  Ml-  FCLT  TMEM  AKS. 

DiTOXMi 

animals;  another  which  dirciiminatef 
him  from  the  reft  of  his  own  fpecics, 
and  im^prefTcs  on  Kvtcv  ^  ^'\vv^'^!a  ix^ 
ttmpct  ^m\\«  \oVvtn&\V^  ^5ciA  ^f«- 


'ERY  man,  fays  Tully,  has 
two  charaftcrs;    one  which  he 

:es  with  all  mankind,  and  by 
her  is  dif^ingvilhcd  from  brute 
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ticular  chtnAcr,  if  it  be  not  repugnant 
to  the  hws  of  general  humanity,  it  is 
always  his  buTmefs  to  cultivate  and  pre- 
fervt. 

Every  hour  furniflies  fomc  confirma- 
tion of  Tully's  precept.  It  feWom  hap- 
pens, that  an  aifcmbly  of  pleafure  is  fo 
bappily  felcaed,  but  ihat  fomc  one  finds 
admilliony  with  whom  the  rell  arc  de- 
ferv-edlyokfended)  and  it  will  appear, 
on  a  clofc  infpe6lion,  that  i'carce  any 
man  becomes  eminently  difap;reeable  but 
by  a  dcpanure  from  his  ical  chara£^er, 
mnd  an  attemjft  at  fomething  for  which 
nature  or  education  have  left  him  un- 
qualified. 

Ignorance  or  dulnefs  have  indeed  no 
power  of  affording  delight,   but  thejr 
never  eive  di^ft  except  when  they  al- 
fume  the  dignity  of  knowledge,  or  ape 
the  fpjdghtlmefs  of  wit.     Awkwardnefs 
and  mclegancc  have  none  of  thofe  at- 
tra£lions  by  which  cale  and  politenefs 
take  poffefTion  of  the  heart)  but  ridicule 
and  cenfure  feldom  rife  againft  them, 
unlefs  they  appear  aflfociatcd  with  that 
confidence  which  belongs  only  to  lone 
acquaintance  with  the  modes  of  life,  and 
to  confcioiifnefs  of  unfailinfr  propriety 
of  behaviour.     Deformity  itfclf  is  re- 
carded  with  icndernefs  rather  than  aver- 
lion,  when  it  does  not  attempt  to  de- 
ceive the  fight  by  di-efs  and  decoration, 
and  to  feize  upon  fiflitious  claims  the 
prerogutives  ot  beauty- 
He  thit  ftands    to   contemplate  the 
crowds  that  fill  the  (Ircets  of  a  populous 
city,  wir.  (cc  many  paflcngers  whofc  air 
and  motion  it  will  be  JilHcult  to  behold 
without  contempt  and  laughter;  but  if 
he  examines  what  are  the  appearances 
that  tlias  powerfully  excite  his  rifibilityi 
he  willAnd  among  them  neither  poveitf 
nor  difeafc,  noi  any  involuntary  or  pain- 
ful defe6l.      The  dlfpofitiori  to  dcrifion 
and  inluU  is  awakened  by  the  foftncfs  of 
foppery,  the  Iwcll  of  infoiencc,  the  live- 
lincfs  of  levity,    or    the  lolcmnity  of 
erandeur^  bythefprightly  trip,  theltate- 
ly  ftalk,  the  formal  Unit,  and  the  lofty 
mien  J  by  gcihircs  intended  to  catch  die 
tycf  and  by  looks  elaborately  formed  as 
evidences  of  importance. 

It  has,  I  think,  \nicn  fometimes  urged 
in  favour  of  atfcflarion,  that  it  is  only 
a  miftake  of  the  inrans  to  a  good  end, 
and  that  the  intention  with  which  it  is 
pra^iJcd  is  always  to  ylcafe.  If  all  at- 
tcTipts  to  innovate  the  cotJKxnXwnji  «t 


habitual  chanifler  have  really  proceeded 
from  publick  fpirit  and  love  of  othos, 
the  world  has  hitherto  been  fuffidently 
ungrateful,  fince  no  return  but  fcom  has 
yet  been  made  to  the  moft  difficult  of 
all  enterprizes,  a  cotHeft  with  nature; 
nor  has  any  pity  been  (hown  to  the  fa- 
tigues of  labour  which  never  fucceeded, 
and  the  uncafinefs  of  difguile  by  which 
nothing  was  concealed. 

It  I'eems  therefore  to  be  determined 
by  the  gcnei^al  iufliVage  of  mankind,  that 
he  who  decks  himfclf  in  adfcititions 
qualities  rather  purpofes  to  command 
applaufe  than  impart  pleafure;  and  he  is 
therefore  treated  as  a  man  who  by  an 
unreafonable  ambition  ufurps  the  place 
in  fociety  to  wliich  he  has  no  nghr. 
Praiff  is  feldom  paid  with  willingnefi 
even  to  incontcftible  merit,  and  it  can 
be  no  wonder  that  he  who  calls  for  it 
without  deiert  is  repiilfed  with  univer- 
fal  indignation. 

Aifcflation  naturally  counterfeit! 
thofe  excellencies  which  are  traced  atdie 
greated  diftance  from  poflibilityof  at- 
tainment. We  are  confcious  of  our 
own  defcfls,  and  eagerly  endeavour  to 
fupply  them  by  artificial  excellence;  nor 
would  fuch  efforts  be  wholly  without 
excufe,  were  they  not  often  excited  by 
ornamental  trifles,  which  he  lhat  thiu 
anxioufiy  ftrugglcs  for  the  reputation  of 
poiTcfTing  them  would  not  nave  been 
known  to  vrant,  had  not  his  indoftry 
quickened  obfervation. 

Gclafiinus  paffed  the  firfl  part  of  his 
life  in  academical  privacy  and  rural  re- 
tii'euicnt,  without  any  other  conveifa- 
tion  than  that  of  fcholars,  grave,  fludi- 
ous,  and  abftraflcvl  as  himfelf.  He  cul- 
tivated the  mathematical  fciences  with 
indefatigable  diligence,  difcovered  masT 
uleful  theorems,  difculfed  with  great  ac- 
curacy the  refiflanceof  fluids,  and  though  j 
his  pncrity  was  not  generally  acknow- 
lcdgc«l,  was  the  firft  who  fully  explained 
all  the  properties  of  the  catrnai-ian  curve. 

Learning,  when  if  rifes  to  eminencr, 
will  h«  obrer\'ed  in  time,  whatever  mifii 
may  happen  to  lurround  it.  Gelafimut, 
in  his  forty- nintk  year,  was  diflinguiAi- 
cd  by  thuie  who  have  the  rewards  of 
knowledge  in  their  hands,  and  cilkd 
out  to  difplay  his  acquifitions  for  the  ho- 
nour of  nis  country,  and  add  diiaitf 
by  his  prefence  to  philoibphical  ilfan- 
blies.  As  he  did  not  fufped  his  uolil- 
i&!ci%  to  ^nosMii  "^Sain^  he  fdtiiorr< 
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ce  to  obey  the  invitation,  and  what 
not  feel  ne  had  yet  too  niuchho* 
to  feign.  He  entered  into  die 
at  a  lamr  and  more  populoua 
t,  where  his  performances  wouUl 
re  jniblick)  and  his  renown  iRur- 
fxtended;  and  imagined  that  he 
i  find  his  reputation  iiniverfally 
enty  and  the  mfluence  of  learning 
vHiere  the  fame.* 

merit  introduced  him  to  f][>lendid 
and  ele|^t  acquaintance;  but  he 
t  find  himfelf  always  qualified  to 
I  die  converfation.  He  was  dif- 
by  civilitiesv  which  he  knew  not 
>  repay,  and  entangled  in  many 
Msial  perplexities,  from  which  his 
and  diagrams  could  net  extricate 
He  was  fometimes  unluckily  en- 
in  difputes  with  ladies,  with  whom 
%ic  axioms  had  no  great  weight, 
w  many  whole  favour  and  elteem 
lid  not  but  deiire,  to  whom  he 
rery  little  recommended  by  his 
rs  of  the  tides,  or  his  appi-oxima- 
0  the  quadrature  of  the  circle, 
afimusdid  not  want  penetration 
over,  that  no  charm  was  more 
iliy  irrefiftible  than  that  of  eafy 
lufneft  and  flowing  hilarity.  He 
lat  diverfion  was  more  frequendy 
ne  than  improvement,  diat  au- 
f  and  feriouuiefs  were  rather  fear- 
an  loved,  and  that  the  grave 
r  was  a  kind  of  imperious  ally, 
'  difinifled  when  his  afliftance  was 
iger  neccflary.      He  came  to  a 


fudden  refolutlon  of  throwing  off  tholt 
cumbrous  ornaments  of  learning,  which 
hindered  his  reception,  and  commenced 
a  man  of  wit  and  jocularity.  Utterl]^ 
unacquainted  with  every  topick  of  mer- 
nment,  ignorant  of  the  modes  and  foU 
lies,  the  vices  and  virtues  of  mankindf 
and  unfumiihed  widi  any  ideas  but  iiich 
as  Pappus  and  Archimedes  had  given 
him,  nie  began  to  filence  all  enquiries 
withajeftinfteadof  aiblution,  extend^ 
ed  his  face  with  a  gri{i,  which  he  mif- 
took  for  a  finile,  and  in  the  place  of  a 
fciendfick  dilcourie,  retailed  in  a  new 
language,  formed  between  the  college 
and  the  tavern,-  the  intelligence  of  the 
news-paper. 

Langhter,  heJcnew,  wis  a  token  of 
alacrity;  and,  therefore,  whatever  he 
iaid  or  heard,  he  was  careful  not  to  fail 
in  that  great  duty  of  a  wit.  If  he  afk- 
ed  or  told  the  hour  of  the  dav,  if  he 
complained  of  heat  or  cold,  ftirred  the 
fire,  or  filled  a  glafs,  removed  hie  chair, 
or  fnu&d  a  candle,  he  always  found 
fbmeoccafiba  to  laugh.  Tbejeftwas 
indeed  a  fecret  to  all  but  hhnielf$  but 
habitual  confidence  in  his  own  diibem* 
meht  hindered  him  from  fufpeftingany 
weaknefs or miibke.  Hewonderedthat 
his  wit  was  fo  litde  underfiood,  but  ex« 
Defied  that  his  audience  would  compre- 
nend  it  by  degrees,  and  pcrfifted  all  hia 
life  to  (how  by  grofs  bu&onery,  how 
little  the  ibrong^  faculties  can  per* 
form  beyond  the  limits  <tf  dirir  ownpco* 


>CLXXX.    SATURDAY,  DECEMBER;,  1751, 


TaitfT  f !li»c  ro^c  Wvm  (JtArnt  9*  Bw/wiyr  l«rtf 


AvTOMapoM* 


ON   LIFE,  Oft  MORALI,  BE  TKY  THOUGMTt  CM»LOY*D) 
llAVK  TO  THE  SCHOOLS  TMBIK  ATOMS  AKO  TXEIS  VOID. 


s  (bmewhere  related  by  Le  Clerc, 
t  a  wealthy  trader  of  good  under- 
ag,  having  the  common  ambition 
ed  bis  fon  a  fcholar,  carried  him 
univerfity,  reiblving  to  ufi;  his 
adgment  in  the  choice  of  a  tutor, 
id  been  uught,  by  whatever  in- 
nee,  the  neareft  way  to  the  heart 
academick,  and  at  his  arrival  eB<p 
led  all  who  came  about  him  widi 
rofofioQ,  that  the  profcflbrs  were 
^  die  fiaeU  ^bis  table  frgn  dmr 


books,  and  flocked  round  faun  with  all 
the  cringes  of  awkward  complai&nce. 
This  eagemeis  anfwered  the  merchant's 
inirpoie;  he  glutted  them  with  delica* 
cies,  and  foftened  them  witb  care0^, 
till  he  prevailed  upon  one  after  another 
to  open  his  boTom,  and  make  a  difoovery 
of  his  competidons,  jeakni£es,  and  re- 
ientmenU.  Having  thus  learned  each 
man's  charaAer,  ^ardy  firom  himfelf, 
and  pardj  from  his  acquaintances,  be 
rdioLTcdto  find  (binfcQidBttx«^>iicasuyq(&.^^ 
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his  Ton,  and  went  away  convinced,  that 
a  fchoiaAick  life  has  no  other  tendency 
tlian  to  vitiate  the  morals,  and  contraa 
the  underftanding:  nor  would  he  after- 
wards  hear  with  patience  the  praifes  of 
the  ancient  authors,  being  perfuaded 
that  fcholars  of  all  ages  muft  navr.  been 
the  fame,  and  that  Xenoplion  and  Cicero 
were  profeflbrs  of  fome  former  univer- 
iity,  and  therefore  mean  and  felfifh,  ig. 
norant  and  feivile,  like  thofe  whom  he 
had  lately  vifited  and  forlaken. 

Envy,  curiolity,  and  a  fenfe  of  the 
imperfeaion  of  our  urelent  ftatc,  incline 
us  to  eilimate  the  advantages  which  are 
in  the  poiTefTion  of  others  above  their  real 
value.  Eveiy  one  muft  have  remarked, 
what  powers  and  prtrogadves  the  vul- 
gar imagine  to  be  conferred  by  learning. 
A  man  of  fcience  is  expelled  to  dxcel 
the  unlettered  and  unenlightened  even 
on  occafions  where  literature  is  of  no 
•ufir,  and  among  weak  minds  lofvs  part 
of  his  reverence,  by  dif covering  no  lu- 
pcriority  in  thole  parts  of  life  in  which 
ail  are  unavoidably  equal ;  a>  when  a 
monarch  makes  a  progrefs  to  the  re- 
moter provinces,  the  rufticks  are  faid 
fomctimes  to  wonder  that  they  find  him 
of  the  iamft  fize  with  themfclves. 

Thefe  demands  of  prejudice  and  folly 
can  never  be  fatisfied;  and  therefore 
many  of  the  imputations  which  learning 
lufFers  from  dlfappointcd  ignorance  are 
without  reproach.  But  tlicre  are  fome 
failures  to  which  men  of  lludy  are  pe- 
culiarly exjMfcd.  Every  condition  has 
it's  diiadvant:igcs.  The  circle  of  know- 
ledge is  ttx)  wide  for  the  moil  ailive  and 
dili^n^  int(,llci5^,  and  while  i'cience  is 

tnirliicd,  other  acconiplifhmcnts  are  neg- 
c£leil;  as  a  fmall  garrlfon  muft  leave 
one  part  of  an  extcnfive  forticls  naked, 
when  an  alarm  calls  them  to  another. 

The  learned,  however,  might  generally 
fuppoit  their  dignity  with  more  iuccci's, 
if  they  fuftci-cd  not  thenifelvcs  to  be 
milled  by  thedefire  of  uiperfluons  attain- 
ments. Raphael,  in  return  to  Adam's 
enquiries  into  the  couries  of  the  ftars 
and  the  revolutions  of  heaven,  rounfcis 
him  to  withdraw  his  mind  from  idle 
fpcculations,  and  employ  his  faculties 
upon  nearer  and  more  mterefting  ob- 
icfts,  the  fuiTcy  of  his  own  life,  the 
Vubje£tion  of  his  pafTionsythc  knowledge 
of  duties  which  muft  daily  be  perfomi- 
ed,  and  the  deteflion  of  dangers  which 
mud  daily  be  incurred. 
.  This  ajigclick  counfei  every  maiv  o^ 
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lettiu^  ftiould  alvrays  have  before  him. 
He  that  devotes  himfelf  to  retired  ftudyf 
naturally  finks  from  omiifion  to  forget- 
fiilnefs  of  focial  duties ;  he  muft  be  there- 
fore fometimes  awakened,  and  recalki] 
to  the  general  condition  of  mankind. 

I  am  fai'  from  any  intention  to  limit 
curiofity,  or  confine  the  labours  of  learn- 
ing  to  arts  of  impnediate  and  neceflay 
ufc.  it  is  only  from  the  various. ellays 
of  expennvenul  induftry,  and  the  vaeue 
excurfions  of  minds  fent  out  upon  d&f- 
covery,  that  any  advancement  of  know- 
ledge can  be  expe^ed:  and  though  many 
muft  be  difappointcd  in  their  laboun, 
yet  they  are  not  to  be  charged  with  hav- 
mg  fpent  their  time  in  vain;  their  ex- 
ample contributed  to  infpire  emulation, 
and  their  mifcarriages  taught  others  the 
way  to  fuccefs. 

But  the  diftant  hope  of  being  one  dajr 
ufeful  or  eminent,  ought  not  to  milkjd 
us  too  far  fixim  that  ftudy  which  is 
equally  requifite  to  the  great  and  mean, 
to  the  celebrated  andoblcure,  the  an  of 
moderating  the  defires,  of  repreflfmgthe 
appetites,  and  of  conciliating  or  retain- 
ing the  favour  oi  mankind. 

No  man  can  imagine  the  courleof 
his  own  life»  or  the  condu6l  of  the  woild 
around  him,  unworthy  hi*  attention^ 
yet  among  the  fens  of  learning  many 
feem  to  have  thought  of  every  thing  ra- 
ther than  of  themielves,  aivd  to  haveob-  . 
ferved  every  thing  but  what  paftcs  befbic 
their  eyes:  mapy  wl\o  toil  through  the  in; 
tricacy  of  complicated  iyftc^s,  are  infu- 
pcrably  embarraflfcl  with  the  leaft  per- 
plexity in  common  affairs j  many  who 
compare  the  a6\ion>,' and  afcertain  the 
charartcrs  of  ancient  heroes,  let  their 
own  days  glide  a^'ay  without  examina- 
tion, and  fufter  vicious  habits  to  en- 
croach upon  their  minds  without  rcfitl- 
ance  or  acteclion. 

The  moft  frequent  reproach  of  the 
fcholattick  race  is  the  want  of  fortitudf , 
not  niiirtial  hut  philoibphick.  Men  bred 
in  (hades  and  filence,  taught  to  immuie 
themfclves  at  funfet,  and  accuftomed  to 
no  other  weapon  than  lyllogifm,  may  be 
alloweil  to  feel  teiTor  at  pcrlbnal  danger, 
and  to  be  difconccrted  fay  tumult  and 
alann .  But  why  (hould  he  whole  life  ii 
fpent  in  contemplation,  and  whoie  bu* 
iancfs  is  only  to  difco'.'er  truth*  be  vauUM 
to  reAify  the  fallacies  of  imaginatioai 
or  contend  fucceftfullyagainftpRJudioe 
TJu&yaffMdtil  TovhateiidlnihevndwiJ 
mtdLv'taXK^^v^VA  ^^x;^>K^\a\>Kfi£i9ftaadr 
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life  appeaninces,  and  fuiTers  hlm- 
be  eaflavcd  by  fear  of  evils  to 
cunly  fally  or  vanity  can  expofe 
r  elated  by  advantages  to  which^. 
'  are  equally  conferred  upon  the 
od  body  no  real  dignity  is  an- 

I,  bowever,  is  the  ftate  of  the 
that  the  n»o(l  obiequious  of  the 
of  pride,  the  moft  rapturous  of 
;ers  upon  wealth,  the  nioft  oiEci- 
the  whifpci-ers  of  greatnefs,  are 
:dfrom  feniinarics  appropriated  to 
ly  of  wifdoin  and  ot  virtue,  where 
intendeJ  that  appetite  (hould 
}  be  content  with  little,  and  that 
hould  aipire  only  to  honours 
DO  human  power  can  give  or  take 

ftuJeat,  when  he  comes  forth 
:  world,  inftead  of  congratulating 
'  upon  his  exemption  from  the 
if  tnofe  whofe  opinions  have  been 

by  accidei)t  or  cuflom,  and  who 
ithout  any  certain  principles  of 
\f    is    commonly    in    haite   to 

with  the  multitude,  and  Hiew 
-ightlincfs  and  du^ility  by  an 
:ious  compliance  with  famions 
s.  Tlie  iirft  fmile  of  a  man, 
fortune  gives  him  power  to  re- 
is  dependants,  commonly  enchants 
yond  reAftance;  the  glare  of  equi- 
ne fweets  of  luxury,  the  liberality 
,^ral  promifes,  the  fpftnefs  of  ha- 
affabillty^  fill  his  imagination; 

foon  ceufes  to  have  any  other 
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wl(h  than  to  be  well  received,  or  any 
meafure  of  right  and  wrong  bui  the  opi- 
nion of  his  patron. 

A  man  flattered, and  obeyed,  learns 
to  exaA  groflfer  adnlation,  and  enjoin 
lower  fubmiffion.  Neither  our  virtue* 
nor  vices  are  all  our  own.  If  there  were 
no  cowaidice,  there  would  be  little  in- 
fblcncej  pride  cannot  rife  to  any  great 
degree,  but  by  the  conpurenee  of  blan-* 
difhment  or  the  fufferance  of  tamenefs. 
The  wretch  who  would  dirink  and 
crouch  before  one  that  fhould  dart  hit 
eyes  upon  him  with  the  fpirit  of  natural 
equality,  becomes  capricious  and  tyran- 
nical when  he  fees  himfelf  approached 
with  a  downcaft  look,  and  hears  the  foft 
addrefe  of  awe  and  fervility.  To  thofe 
who  are  willing  to  purchafe  favour  bj 
cringes  and  compliance,  is  to  be  iixit 
puted  the  haughtinefs  that  leaves  no-' 
thing  to  be  hoped  by  firmnef^  and  iatei' 
grity. 

If,  inftcad  of  wandering  after  the  me^ 
tcors  of  philofophy,  which  fill  the  world 
with  fpicndour  for  a  while,  and  then 
fmk  and  are  forgotten,  the  candidates  ot 
learning  fixed  their  eyes  upon  the  per- 
piancnt  luitre  of  moral  and  religious 
truth,  they  would  find  a  more  cenain 
dlic£lion  to  happincTs.  A  little  plaufi- 
bility  of  difcourfe,  and  acquaintance 
with  unneceiTary  fpeculatibns,  is  dearly 
purchafed,  when  it  excludes  thofe  in- 
!hii6lions  which  fortify  the  heart  with 
refulution,  and  exalt  tue  fpirit  to  inde« 
pcndence^ 
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Hob. 


NOR    LKT   MB   FLOAT   IN  FOUTUKb's  F.0W>« 
RBPtNDAKT  ON   THB  FUTUSB  HOUR. 


TO  THE  RAMSLBR. 
s» 

I  have  pafTed  much  of  my  life  in 
difqutet  and  fufpcnce,  and  loft 
opportunities  of  ajiivantago  by  a 
which  I  have  reafon  to  belieye 
nt  in  different  degrees  over  a  CTcat 
'  mankind,  I  cannot  but  think 
well  qualiHed  to- warn  thofe  who 
incaptivated>  of  th(  danger  which 


Francis. 


^hey  incur  by  placing  themfclrcs  withm 
it*s  influence. 

I  ferved  an  apprenticefliip  to  a  Imen- 
^per,  with  uncommon  reputation  fbr 
diligence  ami  fidelity j  and  at  the  ase 
of  thi^  and  twenty  opened  a  fhop  for 
myfelf  with  a  large  Itock,  and  fuch  cre- 
dit among  all  the  merchanu,  who  were 
acquainted  with  mymafter,thatIcoul(j[ 
conmiand  whatever  viras  imported  curi- 
9U$  or  vaitta\>\t«    ?oi  &NC'^tax\\  y^<^ 
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cecdcdwltli  Tucfff*  proportionate  to  cIo(e 
application  and  untainted  integrity;  was 
a  curing  bidiler  at  every  falc)  always  paid 
my  notes  before  xhcy  wejT  due;  and  ad- 
vanced Co  fail  in  commercial  reputation, 
that  I  was  proverbially  marked  out  as 
the  model  or  young  traders,  and  every 
one  expeftcd  that  a  fe\v  years  would 
make  me  an  alderman. 

In  thi<i  cotirle  of  c\'en  profperity,  I 
was  one  day  pcrHiaJed  to  buy  a  ticket 
in  the  lottery.  The  fum  was  inconfi- 
(ierable,  part  was  to  be  repaid  though 
fortune  might  fail  to  favour  me,  and 
therefore  my  cftabliftied  maxims  of  fni- 
pilit)-  did  not  r«ftrain  me  from  fo  trifling 
an  experiment.  The  ticket  lay  almoft 
forgotten  till  the  time  at  which  every 
man's  fate  was  to  be  determined;  nor 
did  the  aflfair  even  then  feem  of  any  im- 
portance, till  I  difcovered  by  the  pub- 
lick  paptTr:  that  the  number  next  to 
mine  had  coi/"  ■•■''■■  \  the  great  prize. 

My  heart  leaped  i;*^  the  thoug*it  of 
fuch  an  approach  to  f'udden  riches, 
which  I  confideretl  myfelf,  however 
contrarjly  to  the  laws  of  com]iutation| 
as  having  miffed  by  a  finglc  chance; 
and  I  could  nut  forbear  to  revolve  the 
conlequences  which  fuch  a  bounteous 
allotment  would  have  produced,  if  it 
had  happened  to  me.  This  dream  of 
felicity,  by  degrees,  took  poiTeiTion  of  my 
imnginaiion.  The  great  delight  of  my 
folitary  hours  was  to  purchafe  an  eftatc, 
and  form  plantations  with  money  which 
once  might  have  been  mine,  and  I  never 
met  myfricntt?  but  I  fpoiled  all  their 
merriment  by  perpetual  complaints  of 
my  ill  luck. 

At  length  another  lottery  was  opened, 
and  I  had  now  lb  heated  my  imagina- 
tion  with  the  profpei^}  of  a  jvize,  that 
I  (hould  have  prefied  among  the  firft 
purchafers,  had  not  my  ardour  been 
withheld  by  deliberation  upon  the  pro- 
bability of  fuccels  from  one  ticket  ratlier 
than  another.  I  hrfitated  lonp  between 
even  and  odd;  confidercd  the  fquareand 
cubick  numbers  through  the  lottery; 
examined  all  thofe  to  which  good  luck 
had  been  hitherto  annexed;  and  at  lai^ 
fixed  upon  one,  whch,  by  fome  H'crct  re- 
lation to  the  events  of  my  life,  I  thaurbt 
predeftincd  to  make  rne  happy.  Delay 
m  grtat  affifiii-s  is  often  mifchievous; 
the  ticket  was  fold,  and  i^s  poffeflpir 
could  not  \Mt  found. 

I  returned  to  my  con^e^viTev,  and  af- 
ter a^amj  9Xt%  of  prognoftication)  ^vcd 
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upon  another  chance,  but  with  Icfs  eoo- 
fidence.  Never  did  capdve,  heir,  or 
lover,  feel  fo  much  vexation  fronthe 
flow  pace  of  time,  as  I  Ailli»ed  betvrcci 
thepnrchafeof  my  ticket  and  the  difri- 
bution  of  the  prizes.  I  folaced  my  tm- 
eafmef?  as  weii  as  I  could,  by  frequcst 
contemplations  of  approaching  happi* 
t>crs;  when  tlie  fun  txm  I  knew  icwooU 
fet,  and  congratulated  mylelf  at  m^ 
that  I  was  fo  much  nearer  to  my  wiflies. 
At  laft  the  day  came,  my  ticket  apnor* 
ed,  and  rewarded  all  my  care  and  un- 
city  with  a  dcfpicable  prize  of  mtf 
pounds. 

My  friends,  wb.o  honcftly  reioiccd 
upon  my  luccefs,  were  very  coldfy  re- 
ceived; I  hid  myfelf  a  fortnight  is  the 
countr}',  that  my  cha^n  might  fimie 
away  without  obfervation,  and  then  re- 
turning to  my  (hop,  began  to  liAen  af« 
ter  another  lottery. 

With  the  news  of  a  lottery  I  was 
foon  gratified,  and  having  now  found 
the  vanity  of  conieflnre  and  incfiicacy 
of  computation,  I  refolved  to  lake  tlv 
prize  by  violence,  and  therefore  boaght 
forty  tickets,  not  omitting  however  tD 
divide  them  between  the  even  and  odd 
numbers,  that  I  might  not  miis  the 
lucky  clafs.  Many  conchifions  did  t 
form,  and  many  experiments  did  I  try 
to  determine  from  which  of  thole  tick- 
ets I  might  moft  reafonablv  expeft 
riches.  At  laft,  being  unable  to  fr- 
tisfy  myfelf  by  any  modes  of  reaibo- 
ing,  I  wrote  the  numbers  upon  dice^ 
and  allotted  five  hours  every  day  to  the 
amufement  of  throwing  them  in  a  gar- 
ret; and  examining  the  event  by  an  ei- 
afl  regiftcr,  found  on  the  evening  be- 
fore the  lottery  was  drawn,  that  one  of 
my  numbers  had  been  turned  }ip  fin 
times  more  than  any  of  the  reft  in  three 
hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  throws. 

This  experiment  was  fallacious;  the 
firft  day  prttcnted  the  hopeful  ticket,  s 
doteftable  blank.  The  reft  came  oat 
with  diffei-ent  fortune,  and  in  concln- 
fion  I  loft  thirty  pounds  by  diis  gieat  ad- 
ventuiT. 

I  had  now  wholly  chaikged  the  caft  of 
rov  behaviour  and  the  conduft  of  oj 
lite.  The  (hop  was  for  the  moft  part 
abandoned  to  my  fervantsj  and  if  I  en- 
tered it,  my  thoughts  were  fo  cngrafid 
by  my  tickets,  that  I  fcarcely  heud  «r 
anfwered  a  qucftion,  but  confiidered 
every  cuftomt r  as  an  intfBdar  VM  mf 
icn^xa&^j^v'^i^fe'svB.  \  'vtvk  ia  me  l^ 


THE    RAMBLER. 


I  mi(Eook  the  price  of  my 
mmixced  bluodcrs  in  my  billt* 
&le  my  ncea|iUy  and  negleded 
e  my  books.  .  My  acquaint- 
degnees  began  to  hll  awayj 
reiYed  the  decline  of  my  bu- 

I  little  emotion,  bccaufe  what- 
lience  there  mi^t  be  in  my 
peded  the  next  lottery  to  Aip* 

riage  naturally  produces  diifi- 
began  now  to  i!eek  afTiftance 

II  luck,  by  an  alliance  with 
;  had  been  more  fuccefsful.     I 

diligently  at  what  ofEcc  any 
been  fold,  that  I  might  pur- 
1  propitious  vender;  Iblicited 

0  had  been  fortunate  in  for- 
riet,  to  partake  with  me  in  my 
tMi  and  whenever  I  met  with 
ad  in  any  event  of  his  life  been 
f  profperoust  I  invited  him  to 
trger  ibarc.  I  had,  by  this 
>ndu&,  fo  diffufed  my  intereft, 
i  a  fourth  part  of  fifteen  tickets, 
h  of  forty,  and  a  iixteenth  of 

ed  for  the  decifion  of  my  fate 
former  nalpiutions,  and  look- 
the  buhneis  of  my  trade  with 

1  negka.  The  wheel  at  laft 
ed,  and  ifs  revolutions  brouzht 
g  fucceflion  of  (brrows  and  dif- 
lenti.  I  indeed  often  partook 
U  prize,  and  the  lofs  of  one  day 
eraily  balanced  by  the  gain  of 
}  but  my  defu^es  yet  remained 
^,  and  when  one  of  my  chances 
xi,  all  my  expe^ation  v/as  fu- 
»n  thofe  which  remained  yet  un- 
led.  At  laft  a  prize  of  five 
I  pounds  was  proclaimed;  I 
ire  at  the  cry,  and  enquiring 
ber,  found  it  to  be  one  of  my 
kea,  which  I  had  dirided  a- 
£>&  on  whofe  luck  I  depended^ 
rhich  I  had  retained  only  a  fix- 
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You  will  eafily  judge  with  what  de* 
teftation  of  himielf  a  man  thus  intent 
upon  i^n  reflefted  that  he  had  fold  % 

?rize  which  was  once  in  bis  pofi*eflion. 
t  was  to  no  purpofe,  that  I  reprefented 
to  my  mind  the  impoflibility  ofrecalUng 
the  paft,  or  the  foHy  of  condenming  an 
ad  which  only  it's  event,  an  event  which 
no  human  intelligence  could  fbreleep 
proved  to  be  wrong.  The  prize  whick^ 
though  put  in  my  hands,  had  been  fuf- 
ftrvd  to  flip  from  me,  filled  me  with 
angui(h,  and  knowing  that  complaint 
would  only  expofe  me  to  ridicule,  I  gave 
mylelf  up  filendy  to  grief,  and  lo3  by 
decrees  my  appetite  and  my  reft. 

My  indifpolition  foon  becanoe  Tifiblei 
I  was  vifited  by  my  friends,  and  among 
them  by  Eumathes,  a  clergyman,  whole 
piety  and  learning  gave  him  fuch  an  af- 
cendant  over  me,  that  I  could  not  refufe 
to  open  ray  heart.  *  There  are,"  fkid 
he,  '  few  minds  fufficiently  firm  to  be 
'  trufted  in  tlie  hands  of  chance.  Who- 

*  ever  finds  himfelf  inclined  to  antici- 
'  pate  futuri^,  and  exalt  poffibility  to 

<  certainty,  mould  avoid  every  kind  of 

*  cafual  adventm^,  fince  his  grief  muft 

*  be  always  proportionate  to  has  hoM* 
'  You  have  long  wafted  that  time  which 
'  by  a  proper  application  would  hive 

*  certainly,thou]jh  moderately,  iacreaied 

*  your  fortune,  m  a  laborious  and  an- 

*  xious  purfuit  of  a  fpecies  of  gain  which 

<  no  labour  or  anxiety,  no  art  or  expe- 
'  dient,  can  fecure  or  promote.  You  ace 

*  now  fretting  away  your  life  in  repent* 

*  ance  of  an  ad,  againft  which  repent^- 

*  ance  canjgive  no  caution,  but  (o  avoid 

*  the  occ^>n  of  committing  it.  Roofii 

*  from  tliis   lazy  dream  of  fortuitout 

*  riches,  which,  if  obtained,  you  could 

*  fcarcely  have  cajoy<4»  becaufe  thty 

*  could  confer  no  confcioufnefs  of  de« 

*  fert)  return  to  rational  and  mudj  aa- 
'  dullry,  and  confidcr  the  meer  gift  of 

*  luck  as  below  the  care  of  a  wifismao.* 


LXXXn.    SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  14,  1751. 

I  PlvKs  0.^1  Firm  vvtT, 

KT  CITO  VVLT  VlZltl. 

JuvrnAt* 

THC  tVtT  OF  WXAITR  CAN  KtTZR  BIAK  DEIAT. 


»  been  obicrved  in  a  late  paper, 
we  are  unrea/bnabiy  defirouf -to 
tbegoodi  of  lite  from  thofe  evils 


whkh  Providence  ha«  conadSbsi  V^ 
theiBi  uid  to  cucVv  «lt%sataii^  Wv^^tfjoX 
paying  the  pr\cc  ;kt.  ^VucVk  ^^'j  ix«.  ^^t  - 
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ed  lis.  Every  man  wiflics  to  bs  rich, 
but  ver^'  few  have  the  powers  neccffary 
to  mite  a  fiuldcn  fortune,  cither  bj  new 
tfifcovcries,  or  by  ivp«nority  ot  (kill, 
in  any  nr cr;fla;  y  employment;  and  among 
lo\¥er  nnderiUndings,  many  want  the 
firroncfs  and  induftry  requifiteto  regu- 
lar gain  and  mclual  acquifitions. 

From  the  hope  of  enjoying  affluence 
<>y  methods  more  compendious  than 
thofe  of  lal>our,  and  more  genei-ally 
practicable  than  thofc  of  genius,  pix)- 
ceeds  the  common  inclination  to  experi- 
ment and  hazard,  and  that  willingnefs 
to  fnatch  all  opportunities  of  growing 
lich  by  chance,  which,  when  it  has 
•ncc  taken  poircfrion  of  the  mind,  is 
frldortl  driven  out  cither  by  time  or  ar- 
gument, but  continues  to  wafte  life  in 
peqKtua)  (U-lalion,  and  generally  ends 
in  wretchednefs  and  want. 

The  folly  of  untinu-ly  exultation  and 
>ilionary  piofjKriiy,  is  by  no  means  pe- 
culiar to  the  j>'ucharers  of  tickets;  there 
arc  mnltiiudLT.  whole  life  is  nothing  but 
a  continual  Uttci-v;  who  are  always 
within  a  few  months  of  plenty  and  hap- 
pinefs,  and  how  often  focvcr  they  are 
mocked  with  blanks,  cxpe£l  a  prize 
£rom  the  next  adventure. 

Among  the  moft  rclblute  and  ardent 
of  the  votai-ies  of  chance  may  be  num- 
bered the  mortals  whofc  hope  is  to  raife 
thcmfelves  by  a  wealthy  match;  who 
lay  out  all  their  induftry  on  the  aiTidu- 
iiics  of  courtfhip,  and  deep  and  wake 
with  no  other  ideas  than  of  tre;its,  com- 
pliments, jiuardians,  and  ri\'als. 

One  of  the  molt  indefatigable  of  this 
clafs,  is  my  old  friend  Lcvic\ilus,  whom 
I  have  never  kno^vn  -for  thirty  years 
without  Ibmc  matrimonial  projcft  oV  ad- 
Tantage.  Leviculus  was  bred  under 
a  merchant,  and  by  the  graces  of  his 
pnTon,  the  fprightlincfs  of  his  prattle, 
and  the  neatncfs  of  his  drcfs,  ih  much 
enamoured  his  mailcr'3  fecond  daughter, 
a  j;irl  of  fixteen,th'zt  file  declared  her  re- 
folution  to  have  no  other  hufband.  Her 
father,  after  having  chiildcii  her  forun- 
dutifulnefs,  confented  to  the  match,  not 
much  to  the  fatisfa6tion  of  LcVicuhi!;, 
wlio  was  fuincicntly  elated  with  his  con- 
qutll  to  think  hifnidf  entitled  to  a 
larger  fv)rtune.  He  was,  however,  loon 
|!d  of  hU  jHTj'Lxiiy,  for  his  miiirds 
died  b;*fcit  their  m::iTiage. 

He  was  now  io  well  fatl^ficd  with  hii 
own  ■  accompli Ihmcuts,  tV\:it  Ke  i\eicv- 
mincii    to  commcucc   fov\uQK*\i\XTvleV) 


and  when  his  apprenttcefliip  cxpir 
ftead  of  beginning,  as  was  ex{ 
to  walk  the  exchange  with  a  face 
poftancc,  or  sflbciating  h'nmfcll 
th'jli^  who  were  moft  eminent  fui 
knowledge  of  the  ftocks,  he  a' 
threw  off  tlie  folemnity  of  the  cou 
houfe,  equipped  himfelf  with  a  1 
wig,  lifteneil  to  wits  in  coffce-1 
palled  his  evenings  behind  the  fc« 
the  theatres,  learned  the  names  o\ 
ties  of  quality,  hummed  the  laft 
of  fafhionable  fongs,  talked  witii 
liarity  of  high  play,  boafted  of 
chievcments  upon  drawers  and 
men,  was  often  brou^t  to  his  k 
at  midnight  in  a  chair,  told  wil 
ligence  and  jocularity  of  bilking 
lor,  and  now  and  then  l^t  fly  a 
jell  at  afober  citizen. 

Thus  furni/hed  with  irrefiftil 
tillery,  he  turned  his  batteries  uj 
female  world,  and  in  the  firll  wai 
felf- approbation,  propoied  no  Ic 
the  poirdfion  of  riches  and  beaut 
eil.  He  therefore  paid  his  civil 
Flavilla,  the  only  daughter  of  i 
thy  ihopkeeper,  who  not  being 
tomed  to  amorous  bland! flmient's 
ftieflful  addrefles,  was  delii^hte 
tne  novelt)*  of  \o\tf  and  cauly  l 
him  to  conduft  htr  to  the  play, 
meet  her  where  fht  vifited.  Le 
did  not  doubt  but  her  father,  howi 
fended  by  a  clandcltine  marriage, 
foon  be  ixconcded  by  the  tears 
daughter,  and  the  merit  of  his  ! 
law,  and  was  in  halb  to  conch 
aft'air.  But  the  lady  liked  betta 
courted  than  married,  and  kej 
three  years  in  uncertaintv'  and  ! 
ancc.  At  lall  (he  fell  in  low 
young  cnfign  at  a  ball;  and, 
danced  with  him  all  night,  marri 
in  the  morning. 

Leviciilus,  to  avoid  the  ridicule 
companions,  took  a  journey  to  : 
cftate  in  the  country,  where,  af 
ufual  enniiiiies  ctmceming  then 
in  the  nei^hlxjurhooH,  he  found 
per  to  fiill  in  love  with  Altilia,  a 
en  la(K',  twenty  years  older  thai 
felf,  for  whofc  favour  fifteen  w 
and  nieces  were  in  perpetual  cont 
They  hovcrcil  round  ncr  with  fui 
lous  officioinnels,  as  fcarcely  left 
ment  vacant  for  a  lover.  Lt.vicuh 
verthele!*,  difcovercil  his  paflip 
letter,  and  Altilia  ctnild  not  wni 
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itteriet  andprotefbtions.  She  ad - 
.  his  vifits,  enjoyed,  for  five  years, 
ppincls  of  keeping  all  her  expec- 
,n  perpetual  alarms,  and  amuled 
'  with  the  various  ftratagcms 
were  pra£(ifcd  to  difengage  her 
ons.  Sometimes  (he  was  advifcd 
rreat  eameftncfs  to  travel  for  her 
9  and  fometimes  intrrated  to  keep 
otfaer^s  houfe.  Many  ftorlcs  were 
to  the  diladvantage  of  Levicu- 
•jr  which  ikt  commonly  Teemed  af- 
for  a  time,  but  took  care  foon 
ranSs  to  exprefs  her  conviction  of 
falsehood.  But  being  at  bft  fa- 
with  this  ludicrous  tyrannv,  flic 
ler  lover,  when  he  prciTed  ror  the 
d  of  his  ftrvices,  that  (lie  was  very 
le  of  his  merit,  but  was  refolved 
>  impoverifh  an  ancient  family, 
then  returned  to  the  town,  and 
.fter  his  arrival  became  acquainted 
Latronia,  a  lady  diftinguifhed  by 
:gance  of  her  equipage,  and  the  re- 
ity  of  her  condua.  Her  wealth 
vident  in  her  magnificence,  and 
udencein  her  economy,  and  there- 
Levictdus,  who  had  fcarctly  con- 
«  to  folicit  her  favour,  readily 
Cted  fortune  of  her  former  debts, 
he  fbund  himfclf  diftinguifhed  by 
ith  fuch  marks  of  preference  as  a 
.0  of  modefty  is  allowed  to  give. 
>w  grew  bolder,  and  ventured  to 
le  out  his  impatience  before  her. 
leardhim  without  refcntmcnt,  in 
permitted  him  to  hope  for  haopi- 
and  at  laft  fixetl  the  nuptiul  day, 
ut  any  diftruftful  refer\'e  of  pin- 
ff  or  fordid  ilipulations  for  join- 
and  fcttlements. 

ficulus  was  triumphing  on  the  eve 
rriage,  when  he  heard  on  ihc  iliirs 
oice  of  Latronia^s  maid,  whom 
cnt  bribes  had  fecured  in  his  fer- 
She  foon  burft  into  his  room, 
M  him  that  (he  could  not  fuflcr 
9  be  longer  deceived;  that  her  mif- 
vas  now  fpending  the  laft  payment 
r  fortune,  and  was  only  Aipported 
r  expence  by  the  credit  of  his  ef- 
Leviculus  fhuddercd  to  fi^  him- 
)  near  a  precipice,  and  found  that 
s  indebted  for  his  efcape  to  the  re- 
ent  of  the  maid^  who,  having  af- 
Latrooia  to  gain  the  conqucfl, 
dkd  with  her  at  hft  about  the 
Icr. 
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Leviculus  was  now  hopelefs  and  dif- 
confolate,  till  one  Sunday  he  faw  a  la* 
dv  in  the  Mall,  whom  her  drcfs  de- 
clared a  widow,  and  whom,  by  the 
jolting  prance  of  her  gait,  and  the  broad 
refplendence  of  her  coUntet'.ancc,  he 
guefTcd  to  have  lately  buried  feme  pro- 
Iperous  citizen.  He  followed  her  home» 
and  found  her  to  be  no  lefs  than  the 
rclift  of  Prune  the  grocer,  who  having 
no  children,  had  b^ueadied  to  her  aU 
his  debts  and  dues,  and  his  eftates  real 
and  perfonal.  No  fomuility  was  necef- 
fary  m  addrefTrng  Madam  Prune,  and 
therefore  Leviculus  went  next  morning 
without  an  introdu6lor.  His  decbra- 
tion  was  received  with  a  loud  laugh } 
fhe  thftn  colle«^cd  her  countenance,  won- 
dered at  his  impudence,  afked  if  he  knew 
to  whom  he  was  talking,  then  iliewed 
him  the  door,  and  again  laughed  to 
find  him  confiifed.  Leviculus  difco- 
vered  that  this  coarfcncfs  was  nothing 
more  than  the  coquetiy  of  Cornhill,  and 
next  day  returned  to  the  attack.  He 
foon  gtevr  familiar  to  her  diale£t,  and 
in  a  few  weeks  heard,  without  any  emo<* 
tion,  hints  of  gay  clothes  with  empty 
pockets}  concurred  in  many  fage  re- 
marks on  the  regard  due  to  the  people 
of  property;  and  agretd  with  her  in  ac- 
tedation  of  the  ladies  at  the  other  end 
of  the  town,  who  pinched  their  bellies 
to  buy  fine  laces,  and  then  pretended  to 
laugh  at  the  cit}'. 

lie  fometimes  prcfximed  to  mention 
maniaf^cj  but  was  always  anlwcrcd  with 
a  flap,  a  hoot,  nnl  a  ffounce.  At  laft 
he  began  to  pi# fr^  her  clolrr,  and  ihought 
himfclf  more  favoiun^lv  received i  but 
goinj:  one  mornings  with  a  rcfolution 
to  trifle  no  longer,  Ik-  found  her  gone  to 
church  with  a  youns;  journeyman  from 
the  neighbouring  fliup,  of  whom  fl^e 
had  become  enamoured  at  her  window. 
In  thefe,  ami  a  thouiand  in:enntdiate 
adventure?,  h:?s  Leviculus  fpcnt  his  time, 
till  he  is  now  grown  grty  with  age,  fa- 
tigue, and  dilappointmcnt.  He  begins 
at  lail:  to  And  thai  lucct  fs  is  not  to  be 
cxpcfled,  and  btinq;  unfit  for  ;iny  cm-« 
ployment  that  miirht  iinprcve  \vf  for- 
tune, and  unfurnifhed  with  nny  artt 
that  might  amuii*  \i\»  iL-ifnrCy  is  con- 
demned to  wear  out  a  tailelefs  life  in 
nairativcs  which  few  will  hear,  and 
tioinplainta  wliich  Don«  will  pi.y. 
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N"  CLXXXIII.  TUESDAY,   DECEMBER  17,1751. 

NULLA   riPES  RT-CKI  SnCIXS,  OMNIS(^t'E  TOTE&TAS 
IMPATIEMi  C0N60R1  IS  KKAT. 

LCCAN* 
NO  FAITH  or   PARTNERSHIP   DOMINION   O'A'NS; 
kTILL  DISCORD  HOVLK&  0*£R   DIVIDED    THRONES. 


THE  hoftlllty  pei^pctually  excrcifcd 
between  one  man  And  another,  is 
caufed  by  fhc  defire  of"  many  for  that 
which  only  few  can  pofTcrfs.  Every  man 
would  be  lich,  powerful  and  famous; 
jct  fame,  power,  and  riches,  are  onlv 
the  names  of  relative  conditions,  which 
imply  die  obfcurity,  dependance,  and 
poverty  of  greater  numbers. 

This  univerfal  and  incclfant  competi- 
tion produces  injury  and  malice  by  two 
inotives,  intercd  and  cnvvj  ^he  profpc6l 
of  adding  to  our  pofTeftions  what  we 
can  take  from  others,  and  the  hope  of 
alleviating  the  fenfc  of  our  difparity  by 
IcfTcnine  others,  though  wc  gain  nothing 
toourfelves. 

Of  thcfe  two  malignant  and  deft  mo- 
tive powers,  it  Teems  probable  at  the 
firft  view,  that  intei-eft  has  the  ftrongcft 
and  moft  extenfivc  influence.  It  is  eafy 
to  conceive  that  opportunities  to  (^ize 
what  has  been  long  wanted,  may  ex- 
cite defircs  almoft  irrcfilliblcj  but  lurcly 
the  fame  eagcmcfs  cannot  be  kindled  by 
an  acccidental  power  of  deftroying  that 
which  gives  happinefs  to  another.  It 
iTiuft  bt  more  natural  to  rob  for  gain, 
thun  to  ravage  only  for  mifchief. 

Yet  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  that  the 
ga.it  law  of  i7v.itual  bcntvoknce  is.  of- 
tcn«r  violated  by  cn\T  thin  by  intereft, 
and  that  moft  <»f  the  mllery  which  the 
d:.f  miation  of  blamelefs  anions,  or  the 
obltru^lion  of  hontft  cndiavours,  brings 
upon  the  world,  is  infli6U*d  by  men  that 
jToj-Kjfc  no  advantage  to  themfelves  but 
the  fati^fafllon  of  pcifoning  the  ban- 
quet whi'.  h  they  cannot  laftc,  and  blaft- 
I:i;;  tlic  haiTcft  which  ihcy  have  no  right 

tii  'XMp. 

Tntcicft  can  ditFule  itfclf  but  to  a 
niriL".'  ccmp.di.  The  number  is  nc- 
\t.r  large  oV  vioie  who  tan  hope  to  fill 
the  -jVift*  of  <ti:i:raded  power,  catch  the 
f:  v^iTicr.ts  pf  lliattercd  fortune,  or  fuc- 
^^1.'^  TO  Jht  honours  of  t'epreciated 
/>rii;t)-.  But  the  empire  of.  envy  ha« 
tiL  iiijifib,  as  iticiiuircs>  to\\?4  vn&a- 


cncc,  very  little  help  from  external  or* 
cundbnces.  Envy  may  always  be  pro- 
duced by  idlenefs  and  pride,  and'ii 
what  place  will  they  not  he  found? 

Intereft  requires  fome  qualities  sot 
univerfally  beftowcd.  The  ruin  of  ^- 
other  will  produce  no  profit  to  him  who 
has  not  dilcernmcnt  to  mark  his  advin* 
tagc,  courage  to  feizc,  and  aflivitr  to 
purfuc  it  J  but  the  cold  malignity  of' en- 
vy may  be  exerted  in  a  torpid  and  qui- 
efcent  ftate,  amidft  the  gloom  of  ftupi- 
dity,  in  the  coverts  of  cowanlicc.  He 
that  falls  by  the  attacks  of  intctcft,  is 
torn  by  hungiy  tigers 5  he  may  difcorrr 
and  refift  his  enemies.  He  that  pe- 
ri fties  in  the  ambufties  of  cm-y,  is  de- 
ftroyed  by  unknown  and  inviubleaf- 
failants,  and  dies  like  a  man  fufSbcated 
by  a  poifonous  vajKJur,  witliout  know- 
ledge of  his  danger,  or  pofTibiiity  o£ 
conteft. 

Intei-eft  is  feldom  purfued  butatfome 
hazard.  He  that  hones  to  gain  much, 
has  commonly  fomething  to  lofe,  and 
when  he  ventures  to  attack  fupcrioriiyi 
if  he  fails  to  conqiicr,  is  iiTccovcrably 
cruftied.  But  envy  may  aft  without 
cxpcnce  or  danger.  To  fpread  fufpi- 
cion,  to  invent  calumnies,  to  propagitr 
fcandal,  requires  neither  labour  nor 
courage.  It  is  eafy  for  the  author  of  a 
lie,  however  malignant,  to  cfca}iede- 
teflion,  and  infamy  nceiU  very  little  in- 
duftry  to  aflift  it's  circulation. 

Envy  is  almoft  the  only  vice  which  is 
praftlcable  at  all  times,  and  in  evciy 
place;  the  only  paflion  which  ran  never 
lie  quiet  for  want  of  irritation :  it's  cf- 
fcfls  therefore  nre  eveiy  where  difcorer- 
able,  and  it's  attempts  always  to  be 
dreaded. 

It  is  impo^iblc  to  mention  a  name 
which  an^  advantageous  diftmfHon  has 
made  emment,  but  fbme  latent  animo- 
fity  will  burft  out.  The  wealthy  tradcTi 
however  he  may  abftraft  hhii0f  fren 
public k  affairs,  will  never  want  4oir 
YfWVim^  viv^^^Nk^V^  \bai  daxi^  ire 
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ards.  The  beauty,  adorned  on- 
h  the  unambitious  gracas  of  in- 
ce  and  ntodefty,  provokes,  when- 
he  appears,  a  thoufand  murmurs 
Ta^lion.  The  genius,  even  when 
leavours  only  to  entertain  or  in- 
,  yet  iufFers  perfecution  from  in- 
rable  criticks,  whofe  acrimony  is 
d  merely  by  the  pain  of  feeing 
pleafed,  and  of  hearing  applaufes 
,  another  enjoys. 

e  frequency  of  envy  makes  it  fo 
ar,  that  it  efcapes  our  notice  -,  nor 
;  often  refle^l  upon  it's  turpitude 
lignity,  till  we  hap|)en  to  feci  it's 
Qoe.  When  he  that  has  given  no 
cation  to  malice,  but  by  attempt- 
>  excel,  finds  himfclf  purfued  by 
tudcs  whom  he  never  faw,  with 
e  implacability  of  pcTfonal  relent- 
when  he  perceives  clamour  and 
:  let  loofe  upon  him  as  a  public 
r,  and  incited  by  every  ftratagem 
famation;  when  he  hears  the  mif- 
kcs  of  his  family,  or  the  follies  of 
>uth,  expofed  to  the  world;  and 
failure  of  conduft,  or  dcfcft  of 
:,  aggravated  and  ridiculed;  he 
esimn  to  abhor  thofe  artifices  at 
1  he  only  laughed  before,  and  dif- 
i  how  much  the  happinefs  of  life 
i  be  advanced  by  the  eradkation 
vy  from  the  human  heart, 
vy  is,  indeed,  a  ilubborn  weed  of 
ind,  and  feldom  yields  to  the  cul- 
f  philofophy.  There  are,  how- 
confidcrations,  which,  if  carefully 
nted  and  diligently  propagated, 
t  in  time  overpower  and  reprefs  it, 
DO  one  can  nurfe  it  for  the  fake  of 
irtp  as  it's  efFe£ls  are  only  ihame, 
fli,  and  perturbation. 
IS  above  all  other  vices  inconfiftent 
ht  chara^ler  of  a  focial  being*  be- 
lt (acrifices  truth  and  kindnefs  to 
Areak  temptations.     He  that  plun- 


ders a  wealthy  neighbour  gains  as  much 
as  betakes  away,  and  may  improve  tns 
own  condition  in  the  fame  proporticm  at 
he  impairs  another's;  but  ne  that  blaftv 
a  fiouriiliing  reputation,  maft  be  con* 
tent  with  a  fmall  dividend  of  additional 
fame,-  fo  fmall  as  can  afford  reiy  little 
confolation  to  balance  the  guilt  by 
which  it  is  obtained. 

I  have  hitherto  avoided  that  danger- 
ous and  empirical  morality,  which  cures 
one  vice  by  means  of  anothei*.  But  en- 
vy is  fo  bofe  and  deteilable,  fo  vile  in 
it*s  original,  and  fo  pernicious  in  it*s- 
effe^ls,  that  the  predominance  of  almoft 
any  o^er  quality  is  to  be  preferred".  Iff 
is  one  of  thofe  lawlefs  enemies  of  fo- 
ciety,  againfl  which  poifoned  arrows 
may  honeftly  be  tifed.  Let  it  thei-efore 
be  confUntly  remembered,  that  who*^ 
ever  envies  another  confefTes  his  fupe* 
riorityj  and  let  thofe  be  reformed  by- 
their  pride  who  have  loft  their  virtue. 

It  IS  no  flight  aggravation  of  the  in-' 
juries  which  envy  incites,  that  they  are 
committed  a^ainft  thofe  who  have  given* 
no  intentional  provocation;  and  that  th^ 
fufferer  is  often  marked  out  for  ruin, 
not  becaufe  he  has  failed  in  anv  duty, 
but  becaufe  he  has  dared  to  do  more 
than  was  required. 

Almoft  every  other  crime  is  pra6^ifed 
by  the  help  of  fome  quality  which  miehf 
have  produced  efleem  or  love,  if  it  had' 
been  well  employed;  but  envy  is  mere 
unmixed  and  genuine  evil;  it  purfues  a 
hateful  end  by  defpicablc  means,  and 
defires  not  lb  much  it's  own  happinefs 
as  another's  mifeiy.  To  avoid  depra<^ 
vity  like  this,  it  is  not  neceffary  that  any 
one  fhould  afpirc  to  heroilin  or  fanflity, 
but  only  that  he  fhould  refolve  not  to 
quit  the  rank  which  nature  afligns  him> 
and  wifh  to  maintain  tlie  dignity  of  a 
human  being. 


CLXXXIV.    SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  21,  1751; 


riaMiTTxs  ipsis  vxpendieb  nvminzbvb,  qjjjD 

COKVENIAT    NOBIS,   BZBVSq.tfB   FIT  UTX1.I  MOSTRlSt 

i;MTBUt.T  TMY  FORTUNB  TO  TIE   VOW'ti  ABOVS; 
MAVK  THEM  TO  MANACB  FOB  TKBE,   ANI>  TO  OBANT 
WHAT  THZXB  UMBBXHG  WISOUM  SBBi  TNBX  WANT. 


Juv. 


I  every  fcheme  of  li£e,  io  pttgf . 
£iaia  of  w^tii^,  kas  jt>  44raA«  . 
tad  luconYculcncies,  though   sot 


DbVDZNc 

mii^kd  in  the  fame  proportions.     TVvft 
w/)iBro£effayi.e{cft9e&iDaivf  «ro^a»v^« 
ments  to  v»hvcVi  a  \M«r.e  vi wV.  ^wA^^^v*^ 
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N"  CLXXXV.    TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  24,1751. 

AT  VINDICTA  »f>NUM  VITA   JUCUNDXOS  IFSA, 

fiT.MTV.  HOC   INDOCTI.— — - 

CHRYSXl'PVS   NON   DICIT   IDEM,    KEC   MIT*  THAL1T1» 

JNOEMUM,    nULCK^rr   8BNEXVICINUS   HYMETTO, 

<^l'T  PART  >M  ACCIPTi*  5AVA    INTER    VlNCLA    CICl'T* 

JlCCl'SATORl   NOT.LET    D  A  P  E  .  — n_lJIP  f  E    MINUTI 

StMPEY,    ET  INFIRM!  EST  AKIMI,    EXIGUK^UC    VOLUPTAS 

VLTIO. 

Juv. 

BUT   0!    REVEKOE    H   SWEET. 

TPHrS  THINK   THE   CBOWPJ   WHO,    EAGER  TO  ENGAGE, 

TAKE  Q.01^KLY   FIRE,    AND   KtNPLE  INTO  RACE. 

WOT  40  MILD   TKALF5  NOR    CHUYSirPUS  THOVGll  T, 

VOR   THAT   GOOD   MAN,    WHO   DRANK    THE   POI&'NOU  a  DR  A  VCHT 

WITH   MINI)   SERF.NLj    AND   COUI.DNOT   WISH   TO  SXE 

MIS  VILE  ACCUSER  DKlNi:   Mi   DEEP    AS  HE: 

lEALTtr  SOCKATt:*!    DIVINELY  BRAVE  ! 

INJVR*0    HE   KFLt,   AND    DYING    HEFORGAVF^ 

TOO  NOBLE    FOR    REVrNGE}     WHICH   STILL  WE   FIND 

THE  WEAKEST  FRAILTY  OF  A   FEEBLE  MIND. 

DBVntN. 


NO  vicious  difporitlons  of  the  mind 
moitj  obllinatcly  rcfift  both  the 
counfirls  of  philofophy  and  the  injunc- 
tion* of  religion,  than  thofc  which  arc 
complicated  with  an  opinion  of  diffnit}*; 
and  which  we  cannot  difmif^  without 
leaving  in  the  hands  of  opiK>ution  fome 
advantaj;e  iniquitoufly  obtained,  or  fuf- 
feiing  from  our  own  prejudices  Ibmc 
impiitation  of  pufillaniuiity. 

For  thi^  realbn  fcarccly  any  b.w  of  our 
Redeemer  is  more  ojicnly  tranfcreflcd, 
or  more  induftriouflv  evadtd,  than  that 


in  the  calmcft  moments  of  folifary  me- 
ditation. Every  one  wifhcs  for  the  dif- 
tinc\ions  for  which  thoufands  arc  wiiV 
ingatthc  fame  time,  in  their  ojra  opi- 
nion, with  belter  claims.  He  tliat,wheD 
his  reafon  operates  in  it's  full  force,  can 
thus,  by  the  mere  pi\-valcncc  of  fdf- 
love,  prefer  himfclf  to  his  fellow-beinirs, 
is  ver\'  unlikely  lo  judge  equitably  whca 
his  pailions  are  agitated  by  a  ftnfe  of 
wrong,  and  his  attention  wholly  eii- 
grolTed  by  pain,  intcreft,  or  danger. 
Whoever  arrogates  to  hinifelf  the  right 


by  which  he  commands  his  followers  to  of  vengeance,  ftows  how  little  he  ii 
forgive  injuries,  and  prohibits,  under  the  ««»->ii^'"'  *r,  Ae-i-iA^  k;.  *v.««  ^i«:».»  r.«** 
fanflion  of  eternal  mifciy,  the  gratifi- 
cation of  the  dcfirc  which  every  man 
feels  to  return  pain  upon  him  that  in- 
flifls  it.  Many  who  could  have  con- 
quered their  anger,  arc  unable  to  com- 
bat pride,  and  purfue  offences  to  ex- 
tremity of  vengeance,  left  they  fhould 
be  inlulted  by  the  triumph  ot  an  ene- 


qualif.cd  to  decide  his  own  claims,  fincc 
he  certainly  demands  what  he  would 
think  unfit  to  be  granted  to  another. 

Nothing  is  more  appaient  than  that, 

however  injured,  or  however  provoked, 

fome  muft  at  laft  he  contented  to  forgive. 

For  it  can  never  be  hoped,  that  he  who 

firft  commits  an  injury,  will  contentedly 

acquicfce  in  the  penalty  required :  the 

iny.  fame  haughtinefs  of  contempt,  or  vche- 

But  certainly  no  precept  could  better    mtnceofdefire,  that  prompts  the  a£t  of  in* 

beer  me  him,  at  whofe  birth  peace  w^ls    juftice,  will  more  ftrongly  incite  h'tjufti- 

proclaimcd  :o  the  earth.      For,  what     fication;  and  refentment  can  never  fo 

would  fo  foon  deftroy  all  the  order  of    exactly  balance  the  punifhment  with  die 

fociety,  and  deform  life  with  violence     fault,  but  there  will  remain  an  over* 

and  ravage,  as  a  permiflion  to  eveiy  one     plus  of  vengeance  which  even  he  who 

to  judge  his  own  caufe,  and  to  appor-     condemns  his  firft  action  will  think  him* 

tion  his  own  recompence  for  imagined    felf  entitled  to  retaliate.   What  then  cia 

injuries  ?  enfue  but  a  continual  ezacerbatioo  of 

It  is  difficult  for  a  man  of  the  ftrifleft    hatred,  an  unextinc^uifhable  feud,  aa 

juiike  not  to  favour  hucfelC  too  ii;\xc\k,    Ssvoi^^nx.  x^v^iomsmh  of  mifchieff  a 
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tpilance  to  entrap,  and  cager- 
:rtroy? 

then  the  imaginary  right  of 
s  miift  be  at  lalt  remitted,  be- 
;  impoflTiblc  to  live  in  perpetual 
and  equally  impoflTihle  that,  of 
lies,  either  fhould  firft  think 
^ligerl  by  juftice  to  fubmiiTiony 
iy  eligible  to  forp^ivc  early, 
lion  is  more  eafily  fubducd  bc- 
s  l>ccn  long  accuftome J  to  pof- 
the  heart;  every  idea  is  obli- 
'ith  lefs  difficult}',  as  it  has 
•e  (lightly  imprefled,  -and  lefs 
■{  renewed.  He  who  has  often 
•ver  his  wrongs,  plcafed  him- 
i  fchemcs  of  malignity,  and 
is  pride  with  the  fancied  fup- 
ot  humbled  enmiiy,  will  not 
n  his  bofom  to  amity  and  rc- 
)n,  or  indulge  the  "gentle  fen- 
f  benevolence  and  ^)eace. 
ficil  to  forgive,  while  there  is 
to  be  forgiven.  A  finglc  in- 
be  foon  difmilTed  from  the 
but  a  long  fucceffion  of  ill 
f  degrees  aflociates  itfelf  with 
I,  a  long  conteft  involves  fo 
:um(lances,  tlut  cveiy  place 
1  will  recal  it  to  ihe  mind,  and 
jmbrance  of  vexation  mufl  (till 
nge,  and  irritate  revenge, 
man  will  make  halle  to  for- 
aufe  he  knows  the  true  value 
iifd  will  not  fuffer  it  to  pafs 
nneceflfary  pain.  He  that  will- 
:r«  the  corrofions  of  invetirate 
d  gives  up  his  days  and  nights 
x>m  of  malice,  and  pcrturba- 
ftratagem,  cannot  furely  be 
ifult  his  eafe.  Rdentment  is 
of  (oTTOw  with  malignity,  a 
on  of  a  paflion  which  all  en- 
3  avoid,  with  apaffionwhich 
•  to  deteft.  The  man  who  re- 
Sditate  mifchicf ,  and  to  cxaf- 
t  own  raffe;  whofc  thou^^hts 
fed  only  on  means  of  diftj-efs 
lirance«of  ruin;  whole  mind 
fct  fronf  the  remembrance  of 
iflfermgfty  but  to  indulge  fome 
njoying  tke  calamities  of  an- 
y  juftly  be  numbered  among 
viHctible  of  human  beings, 
i4>l^  «rho  are  guilty  without 
pholiave  nekheV  the  glndnefs 
tty,  nor  the  calm  of  inno- 

er  codndorsduweakneAboth 
•mad  mktts,  will  not  long 


want  perfuafives  to  forgivcneft.  Wc 
know  not  towhat-degrec  of  malignitf 
any  injury  is  to  be  imputed;  or  how 
much  it^s  guitt,  if  we  were  to  iufpeift 
the  mind  of  him  that  committed  Jt^ 
would  be  extenuated  by  milbke,  pre- 
cipitance, or  negligence;  we  cannot  be 
certain  how  much  more  we  feel  than  wb» 
intended  to  be  infli6ted,  or  how  much 
we  increafe  the  mifchief  to  ourfehres  by 
voluntary  aggravations.  We  may  charge 
to  defign  the  effects  of  accideni;  we  may 
think  the  blow  violent  only  bccaufe  we 
have  made  ourfelves  delicate  and  tender; 
we  are  on  every  fide  in  danger  of  eiTor 
and  of  guilt,  which  we  are  certain  to 
avoid  only  by  fpeedy  foreivcnefs. 

From  this  pacifick  and  harmlefs  tem« 
per,  thus  propitious  to  others  and  our- 
felves, to  domeftick  tranquillity  and  to 
focial  happinefs,  no  man  is  withheld 
but  by  pnde,  by  the  fear  of  being  in- 
fultfd  by  his  adverfary,  or  dcfpifed  by 
the  world. 

It  may  be  laid  down  as  an  unfailing 
and  univerfal  axiom,  that  *  all  pride  is 
'  abje^l  and  mean.*  It  is  always  an 
ignoi-ant,  lazy,  or  cowardly  acquief- 
ccnce  in  afalfe  appearance  of  excellence, 
and  proceeds  not  from  confcloufnefs  of 
our  attainments,  but  infeniibility  of  our 
wants. 

Nothing  can  be  great  which  is  net 
right.  Nothing  which  resfon  condemm 
can  be  fuitable  to  the  dimity  of  the  hu- 
man mind.  To  be  driven  by  external 
motives  from  the  path  which  our  own 
heart  approves,  to  give  way  to  any  thing 
but  conviction,  to  fuffer  the  opinion  of 
others  to  mle  our  choice,  or  overpower 
our  rcfolves,  is  to  fubmit  tamely  to  the 
loweft  and  moll  ignominious  flavery, 
and  to  refign  the  right  of  direding  onr 
own  lives. 

The  utmoft  excellence  at  which  hu- 
manity can  arrive,  is  a  conftant  and  de- 
terminate pvrfuit  of  virtue,  without  re- 
gard to  prefent  dangers  or  advantage; 
a  continual  reference  of  every  iftion  to 
the  divine  will;  an  habitoal  appeal  to 
everlalling  jiilHce;  and  an  unvaried  ele- 
vation of  the  inteile6hial  eye  to  the  re- 
ward which  peifeverance  only  can  ob- 
tain .  But  that  pride  which  many,  who 
prefume  to  boaft  of  genei'ousfentimenta» 
allow  to  regidate  their  raeafures,  Ins 
nothing  nobler  in  view  than  the  appro- 
bation of  men,  of  beings  whofe  ftiperi- 
oritywc  are  xtrider  xMk  ^XvvtfMsci  vo  <«£- 
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courted  them  with  tlie  utmoft  afTiduity, 
can  confer  no  valuable  or  permanent  re- 
ward;  of  beings  who  ignorantly  judge 
of  what  they  do  not  uiidcrltand,  or 
partially  determine  what  they  never  have 
cxaininecl;  and  whofe  fencence  is  there- 
fore of  no  weight  till  it  has  received  the 
ratification  of  our  own  confcicnce. 

He  that  can  defccnd  to  bribe  fufTrages 
like  thefe,  at  the  price  of  his  innocence} 
Jie  that  can  fuft'er  the  delight  of  fiich  ac- 
clamations to  withhold  his  attention 
from  the  commimds  of  the  univerTul 
Sovereign,  has  little  reaien  to  congratu- 


late himfelf  upon  the  greamefs  of  hli 
mind;  whenever  he  aw^es  to  ferioui' 
nets  and  refleflion*  he  muft  becmedE- 
fpicabic  in  his  own  eyes,  and  flirink 
with  fliame  from  the  rttnembniDcc  of 
his  cowardice  and  folly. 

Of  him  that  hopes  to  be  forgiven,  ir 
is  indifpenlibly  required  that  he  forgifc. 
It  is  therefore  fuperfluoos  to  urge  any 
other  motive.  On  this  great  duty  eter- 
nity is  fufpended,  and  to  him  that  retain 
to  pra^ii'e  it,  the  throne  of  mercy  is  in- 
accelTible,  and  the  Saviour  of  the  world 
has  been  bom  in  vain* 


N»  CLXXXVI.    SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  28, 1751. 


rONE   ME,  PIGKTS  UBI  NULLA  CAMPIt 
ARBOR   veSTIVA  RF.CREATVR  AVRA 
DL'LCC  RXDENTCM  LALAGEN   AMABO, 

fiULCE   LOQ^UENTIM. 


Hob. 


Pr.ACE   ME  WHFRr   NF.VER   SUMMER  BBEEZS 

L'VriNDi  Till   (.I.LBE,  OR  WARMS  THE  TREES} 

V.nER>.   L\  tK   LO.^  LKINO  CLOUDS  APPEAR* 

ANO    ANGRY   JOVE    PEFORMS  TH*  INCLEMENT   YEARX 

lOVk    ANll   THE  NYMPH   SHALL   CHARM  MY   TOILS, 

1  HE  NYMPH,  WHO  SWEETLY  SPEAKS  AND  SWEETLY  SMILES. 

FlAKClf' 


OF  the  hiippincfs  and  mifoiy  of  our 
pn^icnt  ihito,  jxiit  arilVs  from  our 
fenlhtions,  and  jurt  from  our  opinions  ^ 
prt  is  dillributcd  by  nature,  and  part  \i 
m  a  pi'eat  mcafuiv  apportioned  by  our- 
ielvcs.  Pofitive  plcaliirc  wc  cannot  al- 
ways obtain,  and  poiltivc  pain  we  often 
cannot  remove.  No  man  can  j^lve  to 
his  own  plant :'.tions  the  fr.igrancc  of  the 
Indian  groves;  nor  Nvill  any  precepts  of 
philosophy  enable  him  to  withdraw  his 
attention  from  wounds  or  dileales.  But 
the  negative  infelicity  which  procet^s, 
not  from  the  preflure  of  full'crings,  but 
the  ablence  ot  enjoyments,  will  always 
yield  to  the  remeilios  of  ivalbn. 

One  of  the  great  aits  of  efcaping  fu- 
perfluous  \ineafinel"'=,  is  to  free  onr  minds 
from  the  habit  of  comparing  our  condi- 
tion with  that  of  others  on  whom  the 
bleffrngs  of  life  are  more  bountifully  be- 
ftowed,  or  with  imaginary  ftatcs  of  de- 
L'ght  and  ii^curity,  ]icrliaps  unatt:iinable 
by  mortals.  Few  are  placed  in  a  fiiu- 
atlon  fo  gloomy  and  dillrefsful,  as  not 
to  fee  ever}*  day  beings  yet  more  forlorn 
and  miferablc,  from  whom  they  may 
fcam  to  rejoice  in  their  own  Xot. 
No  incoavenience  \%  \%h  CuytnUU  Vf 


art  or  diligence  than  the  inclemency  cf 
climates,  and  therefore  none  afFords 
more  proper  exercife  for  this  pbilolophi' 
cal  abllra£tion.  A  native  ot  England, 
pinched  with  the  frofts  of  December, 
may  leflen  his  afioAion  for  his  ova 
country,  by  fuffering  hit  imaginatios  to 
wander  in  the  vales  of  Afia,  and  fpeit 
among  woods  that  are  always  groen,  and 
Areams  that  always  murmur;  but  if  h£ 
turns  his  thoughts  towards  the  polar  re- 
gions, and  confiders  the  nations  to 
whom  a  great  portion  of  the  year  ii 
darknefs,  and  who  are  condemned  to  psii^ 
weeks  and  months  amidft  mountains  cf 
fnow,  he  will  foon  recover  his  tranqoil- 
lity,  and  while  he  ftirs  his  fire,  or  throws 
his  cloak  about  him,  reAeft  ho«r  much 
he  ovi'cs  to  Providenee*  that  he  is  not 
placed  in  Greenland  or  Siberia. 

The  barrenncfs  of  the  earth  and  the 
feverity  of  the  fluei  in  thefe  drent 
counuies,  are  fnchas  miriit  beexpcm 
to  confine  the  mind  wholly  to  the  cob- 
templation  of  neoaflity  aiid  diflitft»  £> 
tliat  the  care  of  cTomig.  death  frn 
cold  and  hunger  flwiud  Gne  no  nen 

^^Y^x^j )  SbSmrm^  maM6i»  nc 
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T%i  the  fummcr  fhould  be  fpcnt 
providing  for  the  winter,  and 
CT  in  longing  for  the  fummer. 
learned  curiofity  is  known  to 
ind  it's  way  into  thefe  abodes  of 
and  ^loom:  Lapland  and  Ice- 
re  their  hiftorians,  their  criticks, 
r  poets;  and  Love,  that  extends 
linion  wherever  humanity  can 
1,  perhaps  exerts  the  fame  power 
^reenlander's  hut  as  in  the  pa- 
eailem  monarchs. 
c  of  the  large  caves  to  which  the 
of  Greenland  retire  together,  to 
cold  months,  and  which  may 
led  their  villages  or  cities,  a 
tid  maid,  who  came  from  diffcr- 
s  of  the  country,  were  fo  much 
ifticd  for  their  beauty,  that  they 
led  by  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants 
ait  and  Aiut,  from  a  fuppofed 
incc  to  their  anceftors  of  the  fame 
who  had  been  transformed  of 
the  fun  and  moon, 
ngait  for  fomc  time  heard  the 
if  Ajut  with  little  emotion,  but 
by  frequent  interviews,  became 
of  her  charms,  and  firfl  made  a 
y  of  his  affdSlion,  by  inviting  her 
r  parents  to  a  feaft,  where  he 
etoi*e  Ajut  the  tail  of  a  whale, 
med  not  much  delighted  by  this 
y;  yet,  however,  from  that  time, 
srvcd  rarely  to  anpcar,  but  in  a 
ie  of  the  (kin  ot  a  white  deer; 
frequently  to  renew  the  black 
•n  her  hands  and  forehead,  to 
it  (leeves  with  coral  and  ihells, 
raid  her  hair  with  great  exa£l- 

Icgancc  of  her  drefs,  and  the  ju- 
lifpofition  of  her  ornaments,  had 
effect  upon  Anningait,  that  he 
I  longer  be  reiirained  from  a  de- 
I  of  his  love.  He  therefore  corn- 
poem  in  her  praiie,  in  which, 
3ther  herolck  and  tender  fenti- 
hc  proteftcd,  tliat,  *  She  was 
ful  as  the  vernal  willow,  and 
nt  as  thyme  upon  the  moun- 
that  her  fingers  were  white  as 
th  of  the  mode,  and  her  fraile 
il  as  the  diiToIution  of  the  ice; 
;  would  purfue  her,  though  fhe 
pafs  the  fnows  of  the  midland 
or  fet:k  (lielter  in  the  caves  of 
lem  cannibals;  that  he  would 
r  from  the  embraces  of  the  gc- 
f  the  rocks,  I'natch  her  from  the 
fAmaroc,  and  jxCcue  her  fi  on 
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*  the  ravine  of  Hafgufa.'  Heconclud* 
ed  with  a  wifh,  that  *  whoever  (hall  at- 

*  tempt  CO  hinder  his  union  with  Ajut, 

*  migiit  be  buried  without  his  bow,  an4 

*  that  in  the  land  of  foul*  his  fkull  might 

*  fervc  for  no  other  ufe  than  to  catch 

*  the  droppings  of  the  ftarry  lamps.' 
This  ode  bemg  univcrfally  applauded, 

it  was  e3cpeftcd  that  Ajut  would  foou 
yield  to  iuch  fervour  and  accompUih- 
mentsj  but  Ajut,  with  the  natural 
haughtinefs  of  beauty,  expelled  all  the 
forms  of  courtfhip;  and  before  (he  would 
confefs  herfelf  conquered,  the  lun  re- 
turned, the  ice  broke,  and  the  feafon  of 
labour  called  all  to  their  employments. 

Anningait  and  Ajut  for  a  time  al- 
ways  went  out  in  the  fame  boat,  and  di- 
vided whatever  was  caught.  Annin- 
gait, in  the  fight  of  his  miftrefs,  loft  no 
opportunity  of  fignalizing  his  courage; 
be  attacked  the  fea-horfes  on  the  ice; 
purfued  the  feals  into  the  water;  and 
leaped  upon  the  back  of  the  whale,  while 
he  was  yet  ftrugglin^  with  the  remains 
of  life.  Nor  was  his  diligence  lefs  to 
accumulate  all  that  could'bc  neccffary  to 
make  winter  comfortable;  he  dr  ed  the 
roe  of  fidies,  and  the  flefh  of  feals  j  he 
entrapped  deer  and  foxes,  and  drcfled 
their  ikins  to  adorn  his  bride;  hefeafted 
her  with  eggs  from  the  rocks,  and  drew- 
ed  her  tent  with  flowers. 

It  happened  that  a  tempcft  drove  the 
fi(h  to  a  diftant  part  of  the  coaft,  before 
Anningait  had  completed  his  ftore;  he 
therefore  entreated  Ajut,  that  (he  would 
at  laft  grant  him  her  hand,  and  accom- 
pany him  to  that  pait  of  the  country 
whither  he  was  now  fummoned  by  ne» 
ceflity.  Ajut  thought  him  not  yet  en- 
titlea  to  fuch  condefceniion,  but  pro* 
Dofed,  as  a  trial  of  his  conftancy,  that 
ne  fhould  return  at  the  end  of  fummer 
to  the  cavern  where  their  acquaintance 
commenced,  and  there  expe£l  die  reward 
of  his  aiTiduitics.^    *  0  virgin,  beauti- 

*  ful  as  the  fun  fhining  on  the  water, 

*  confider,'  faid  Anningait,  *  what  thou 

*  hall  required.     How  eafily  may  my 

*  return  be  precluded  by  a  fudden  frojt 
«  or  unexpcfted  fogs;   then  muft  the 

*  night  be  pail  withc\it  my  Ajut.  We 
'  live  not,  my  fair,  in  thole  fabled  coun* 

*  tries,  whicn  lying  ftrangers  fo  wan- 
'  tonly  dcfcribe;  where  tlie  whole  year 

*  is  divided  into  Ihcrt  days  and  nigrus; 

*  where  the  fanac  habitation  fcrvcs  for 

*  fummer  and  winter*^  N«V^t«  \1\(.>)  i-v.C^ 

*  tioufi&»  vtv  tov|«,  -aiiw^  ^*  ^aN«v\^ 
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«  <lwell  to{;ether  from  year  to  year,  with 
'  flocks  of  tame  animals  grazing  m  the 

•  fields  about  them;  can  travel  at  any 

•  time  from  one  place  to  another,  throup:h 

•  ways  inclofcdwith  trees,  or  over  walls 

•  raifed  upon  the  inland  waters;   an4 

•  direft  thuir  f ourfe  through  wide  coun- 

•  tries  by  the  fij^ht  of  preen  hilh  or  fcat- 

•  tcred   buildings.     Even  in  f^mmcr, 

•  wc  have  no   means  of  crofTmg  the 

•  mountains,  whofc  fno^ji's  arc  never  dif- 

•  folvcdi  nor  can  remove  to  any  ditlant 


*  refidcnce,  but  in  ci!r  boats  walHaj 

*  the  bays.  Confidcr,  Ajut;  a  few  fen- 

*  mcr-days,  and  a  few  winter-ni^'ntt, 

*  and  the  life  of  mm  is  at  an  end.  N-gJ*: 
'  is  the  time  of  cafe  and  fcil:vir\*,  of  re- 

*  vels  and  gaiety;  but  what  will  hetht 

*  flaming  lamp,  the  delicious  feai,  or 

*  the  foft  oil,  without  the  fmilc  of  A;ut!' 
The  eloquence  of  Anningait  was  vara; 

the  raaid  continued  inexorable,  and 
they  parted  with  ardent  promifts  to 
meet  again  before  the  night  of  wintrr. 


N°  CLXXXVII.    TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  31, 1731. 

KON   ILIUM  NnsTRI  fOSSUNT  MUTARE   LABOHZt, 
MON   SI  FRIGORIRUS    MEDIIS  HEBRUMq^UX  BIBAMUS, 
SXTHONIASqUE   NIVf.i,  IIIEMXS  8UBZAMVS  AQUOS^i 
OMNIA   VINCIT   AMOR. 

ViBGIL. 
lOVE   ALTERS  KOT  FOR   US   MIS  HARD   DFCREES, 
HOT  TJlo'  BENEATH   THE   THRACTAN   CLIME  WE  PREZBBy 
OR    THE   MUD    BM9S  OF    TEMPERATE   SKIES   FOBZGOt 
AND   IN   MID  WINTER  TREAD   SITHONIAN   SKOW; 
LOVE  CONQ^UERS  ALL 


ANNINGAIT,  howcvr.  Hifcom- 
pofcd  by  the  dilatoiy  covr.efs  of 
Anit,  was  yet  rcfolvtd  to  omit  no  to- 
kt:.".  of  Tumorous  re fp<6V;  ;ind  therefore 
p.i-fi'nted  her  at  his  depnrp.ire  with  the 
iiiinsof  ll'Vtn  white  fawns,  of  iiv:.  Iwans 
and  eleven  fc.ils,  with  three  marbles  hmips, 
t'.n  vcflcls  of  ffal  oil,  and  :i  Inigr  kettle 
fif  bnifs,  which  he  had  piirchafcvl  from 
n  ihin,  at  the  i>ricc  of  half  a  wluilc,  and 
tv.-o  hems  of  fca-imlcorns. 

A;ut  w:is  fo  much  affe^lcd  by  the 
fundncfs  of  licr  lov^jr,  or  fb  nmch  ovcr- 
powereil  by  his  magnificence,  that  flic 
followed  liim  to  the  fea-fidej  anc^  when 


Dryden* 

(lowed  \ipon  her,  fhe  made  a  fifliing- 
coat,  a  fmall  boat,  and  tent,  a]l  of  ex- 
quifite  manu failure;  and  while  Aie  was 
thus  bufied,  folaced  her  labours  with  a 
fong,  in  which  (he  prayed,  •  that  \kt 

*  lover  might  have  hands  ibronger  than 

*  the  paws  of  the  bear,  and  feet  fwiftcr 

*  than  the  feet  of  the  rain -deer  j  that  his 

*  dart  might  never  err,  and  that  his  boat 

*  might  nevcilcak;  that  lie  might  never 

*  (himble  on  the  ice,  nor  faint  in  the 

*  water;  that  the  feal  might  rufii  on  his 

*  h:irpoon,  and  the  wounded  whale  might 

*  dafh  the  waves  in  vain.' 
The  lai-ge  boats  in  which  the  Green' 


the  iliw  him  c-ntcr  the  beet,  wiflicd  alo\id,     landers  tnmfport  their  families,  are  al 


th;it  he  mif;ht  return  with  plenty  of  fkins 
ntid  oil;  that  p.cithtr  the  mermaids  might 
fnatch  him  into  the  deeps,  nor  the  fpirits 
<if  the  rocks  confine  him  in  their  ca- 
Ycms. 

She  rtood  a  while  to  gaze  upon  the 
departing  vcfltl,  and  then  returning  to 
lier  hut,  filent  and  dcicftcd,  laid  afide, 
from  that  hour,  her  white  deer  /kin,  fuf- 
fcird  her  hair  to  fj^reatl  Uji^^rai-Ltl  on  her 
fhouldcrs,  and  foiborc  to  mix  in  the 
dances  of  ihv.'  maidens.  She  end.avour- 
cd  to  divtrt  her  thoughts  by  continual 
application  to  feminine  employments, 
^.ifhered  mofs  for  the  winter  lamps,  and 
dried  gift's  to  line  the  boots  of  Av,x\\t\- 
"lit.    Of  the  fkins  which  he  had  Vwi- 


ways  rowed  by  women;  for  a  man  will 
not  debafe  himfclf .  by  work  which,  re-, 
quires  neither  (kill  nor  courage.  An- 
ningait  was  therefore  cxpo(ea  by  idle- 
nc  fs  to  the  ravages  of  pailion.  He  went 
thrice  to  the  ftern  of  me  boat,  with  an 
intant  to  leap  into  the  water,  and  fwim 
back  to  his  miftrefsj  but"  recoUciVing 
the  niifcr)'  which  they  muft  endure  iri 
the  winter,  without  oil  for  the  lamp,  or 
(kins  for  the  bed,  herefolved  to  employ 
the  weeks  of  abfence  in  provifion  for  * 
night  of  plenty  and  felicity.  He  then 
com])ofcd  his  emotions  as  he  could,  and 
cxpi-eiTed,  in  wild  numbers  and  uncouth 
\\n?i^«,  V\"i  Vvo^'^,  h\s  ihrrows,  and  his 
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where  fliall  wretched  man 
refemblance  but  in  ice  floating 
ocean?  It  towers  on  high,  it 
i  from  afai*,  while  the  ftoritis 
nd  the  waters  beat  it,  the  fun 
:  above,  and  the  rocks  (hatter 
/.  What  art  thoii,  deceitful 
;!  but  a  fuddcn  blaze  ftream- 
n.  the  north,  which  plays  a  mo- 
1  the  eye,  mocks  the  traveller 
i  hopes  of  light,  and  then  va- 
brever?  What,  love,  art  thou 
whirlpool,  which  we  approach 
;  knowledge  of  our  danger, 
on  by  imperceptible  degrees, 
lave  loft  all  power  of  refiftance 
ipt?  Till  I  fixed  my  eyes  on 
:es  of  Ajut,  while  I  had  yet 
ed  her  to  the  banquet,  I  was 
as  the  ileeping  morfe,  I  was 
sthefmgers  in  the  ftars.  Why, 
iid  I  gaze  upon  thy  graces? 
ly  fair,  did  I  call  thee  to  the 
:?  Yet,  be  faithful,  my  love, 
er  Anningait,  and  meet  my 
/ith  the  fmile  of  virginity.  I 
de  the  deer,  I  will  mbdue  the 
reiilllefs  as  the  froft  of  dark- 
id  unwearied  as  the  fummer 
n  a  few  weeks,  I  fhall  return 
ms  and  wealthy;  then  (hall  the 
uid  the  porpoife  feaft  thy  kin- 
le  fox  and  hare  fliall  cover  thy 
the  tough  hide  of  the  leal  fliall 
iice  from  cold;  and  the  fat  of 
le  illuminate  thy  dwelling." 
jait  having  with  thefe  fenti- 
ifoled  his  grief,  and  animated 
y,  found  that  they  had  now 
:  headland,  and  faw  the  whales 
at  a  dillance.  He  therefore 
lielf  in  his  ftfhing-boat,  called 
itcs  to  their  fevcral  cmploy- 
ied  his  oar  and  harpoon  with 
courage  and  dextenty;  and, 
g  his  time  between  the  chace 
y,  fufpended  the  miferies  of 
d  fui'picion. 

I  the  mean  time,  notwithfland- 
eglcfted  drefs,  happened,  as 
rying  fomc  (kins  m  the  fun, 
fic  eye  of  Nomgfuk,  on  his 
m  hunting.  Noi*n^fuk  was 
uly  illuib  ious.  His  mother 
\  childbirth,  and  his  father, 
cpert  fiflier  of  Greenland,  had 
too  clofc  purfuit  of  the  whale. 
/  was  equalled  by  his  riches; 
flcr  of  four  men's  and  two 
oa*  •,  hid  Dincty  tabs  of  oil 
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in  his  winter  habitation,  and  five  and 
twenty  feals  buried  in  the  fnow  againfl 
the  feafon  of  darknefs.  When  he  faw 
the  beauty  of  Ajut,  he  immediately 
threw  over  her  the  fkin  of  a  deer  that  he 
had  taken,  and  foon  after  prefented  her 
with  a  branch  of  coral.  Ajut  refufei 
his  gifts,  and  determined  to  admit  no 
lover  in  the  place  of  Anningait. 

Nomgfuk,  thus  rejefted,  hadrecourfe 
to  ftratagem.  He  knew  that  Ajut  would 
confult  an  Angekkok,  or  diviner,  con- 
cerning the  fate  of  her  lover,  and  the  feli- 
city of^hei*  future  life.  He  therefore  ap- 
plied himfelf  to  the  moil  celebrated  An- 
gekkok of  that  part  of  the  country,  and 
by  a  prefent  of  two  feals  and  a  marbld 
kettle  obtained  a  promife,  that  wjien  Ajut 
fhoiild  confult  him,  hb  v^ould  declare 
that  her  lover  was  in  the  land  of  fouls. 
Ajut,  in  a  fhort  time,  brought  him  a 
coat  made  by  herfelf,  and  enquired  what 
events  were  to  befal  her,  with  afTurances 
of  a  much  larger  reward  at  the  return 
of  Anningait,  if  the  predi^ion  fhould 
flatter  her  defires.  The  Angekkok 
knew  the  way  to  riches,  and  Foretold 
that  Anningait,  having  already  caught 
two  whales,  would  foon  retura  home 
with  a  large  boat  laden  with  provifions. 
This  prognoftication  (he  was  ordered 
to  keep  fecret;  and  Nomgfuk  depending 
upon  his  artiHce,  renewed  his  addreffes 
with  mater  confidence;  but  finding  his 
fuit  nill  unfuccefsful,  applied  himfelf 
to  her  parents  with  gifts  and  promifes. 
The  wealth  of  Grtenland  is  too  power- 
ful for  the  virtue  of  a  Grechlinder;  they 
forgot  the  merit  and  the  prefents  of  An- 
ningait, and  decreed  Ajut  to  the  em- 
braces of  Norngfuk.  She  entreated; 
fhe  remonllratcd;  fhewcpt,  and  raved; 
but  finding  riches  irrefiftible,  fled  away 
into  the  uplands,  and  lived  in  a  cave 
upon  fuch  berries  as  fhe  could  gather* 
and  the  birds  or  hares  which  flie  had  the 
foitune  to  enlhare,  taking  care,  at  an 
hour  when  Ihc  was  not  likely  tti  be  fownd, 
to  view  the  fca  every  day,  that  her  lover 
might  not  mifs  her  at  his  return. 

At  laft  (he  faw  the  great  boat  in  which 
Anningait  had  departed,  flealing  flow 
and  heavy  laden  along  the  coaft.  She 
ran  with  all  the  impatience  of  affeflioA 
to  catch  her  lover  in  her  arms,  and  re- 
late her  confbncy  and  fufFerings.  When 
the  company  reached  the  land,  they  in- 
formed her,  that  Anningait,  after  the 
fUhery  was  ended,  being  unable  to  fup- 
port  tnc  iiov  va\^%^t  ol  ^^  Nit^^\  vH 
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carriage,  had  fet  Out  before  them  in 
his  fiftiing-boaty  and  th(^y  expe£led  at 
tlieir  arrival  to  have  found  him  on  (hore. 

Ajut,  diftra£^ed  at  this  intellipfence, 
tvas  about  to  fly  into  the  hills,  witlwut 
knowing  why,  though  Ihe  was  now  in 
the  hands  ot  her  parents,  who  forced 
her  back  to  their  own  hut,  and  endea- 
voured to  comfort  her;  but  when  at  laft 
they  retired  to  reft,  Aiut  went  down  to. 
the  beach;  where  finding  a  fifhing-boat, 
ilie  entered  it  without  hcfitation,  and 
telling  tliofe  who  wondered  at  her  mfh- 
nefs,  that  fhc  was  going  in  fearch  of  An- 
ningait,  rowed  away  with  gi"eat  fwift- 
nefs,  and  was  feen  no  more. 

The  faic  of  thcfe  lovers  gave  occa- 
fion  to  various  fi^lions  and  conjc6lurcs. 
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Some  are  of  opinion,  diat  thcf  not 
chan^  into  ftars;  others  imagine,  that 
Anningait  was  feized  in  hts  ftaflage  by 
the  genius  of  the  rocks,  and  that  Ajat 
was  transformed  into  a  mermaid,  ta& 
dill  continues  to  feek  her  lover  in  ibe 
deferts  of  the  fca.  But  the  general  pcr- 
fuafion  is,  that  they  are  both  in  that 
part  of  the  land  of  fouls  where  the  fua 
never  fcts,  where  oil  is  always  W», 
and  provifions  always  v^arm.  The  vir- 
gins fometimcs  throw  a  thimble  and  a 
neetUe  into  the  bay  from  which  the 
haplefs  maid  departed;  and  when  a 
Grecnlander  would  p^^ifb  any  couple  for 
virtuous  afre61ion,  he  declares  thatthej 
love  like  Anningait  and  Ajut. 


N»  CLXXXVIII.     SATURDAY,  JANUARY  4,  1752. 


81  tz  colo,  skxte,  kon  amabo. 

Mart. 

the  moke  i  honour  thez,  the  less  i  lote. 


.^^ONEof  tlic  defires  dilated  by 
XN  vanity  is  more  general,  or  kis 
blajneable,  than  that  of  being  diitin- 
guiflied  for  the  arts  of  converfation. 
Other  accomplilhments  may  be  polfeifed 
without  opportunity  of  exerting  them, 
or  wanted  without  danger  that  the  dcfeft 
can  often  be  remarked;  but  as  no  man 
can  live,  otbei-wifc  than  in  an  hermitage, 
without  hourly  plcafure  or  vexation, 
from  the  fondnefs  or  nt-gleft  of  thofe 
about  him,  the  faculty  of  giving  plca- 
ftu-e  is  of  continual  ^ife.  Few  are 
more  frequently  envied  than  thofe  who 
have  the  power  of  forcing  attention 
wherever  they  come,  wliofc  entrance  is 
confidered  as  a  prumife  of  felicity,  and 
whofe  departure  is  lamented,  like  the 
recefs  of  the  fun  from  northern  climates, 
as  a  privation  of  all  tliat  enlivens  f;mcy, 
or  inij»irits  gaiety. 

It  IS  a';parent,  that  to  excellence  in 
this  valuable  art,  Ibmc  peculiar  qualifi- 
cations arc  neceiTar)';  for  every  one's  ex- 
})erience  will  inform  him,  that  the  plca- 
nre  which  men  are  able  to  give  in  con- 
vcrlation,  holds  no  dated  proportion  to 
their  knowledge  or  ihu.r  virtue.  Many 
find  t''.«  ir  way  to  the  tables  and  the  par- 
ties of  thofe  who  never  confider  them 
ah  of  the  halt  importance  in  any  other 
place,-  wc  hive  all,  at  one  time  or  otlicr, 
Dttn  conu'fli  to  Igve  tbotic  vrVAm  vi« 


could  not  efteem,  and  been  perfuadtd 
to  try  the  dangerous  experiment  of  ad- 
mitting him  for  a  companion,  whan  ■ 
we  knew  to  be  too  ignorant  for  a  coun- 
fellor,  and  too  treacherous  for  a  firicnd. 

I  qneilion  whether  fome  abatement  of 
charader  is  not  necefTaiy  to  general  ac- 
ceptance. Few  fpend  their  time  with 
much  fatisfaclion  under  the  eye  of  un- 
contcllablc  fuperiority;  and  therefore, 
among  thofe  whofe  pref^ nee  is  courted 
at  affemblies  of  jollity,  tlicre  are  (eldom 
found  men  eminently  diflinguifhed  fbr 
powxv s  or  acqi i i fiiions .  The  wit  whole 
vivacity  condemns  flower  tongues  to 
filence,  the  fcholar  whofe  knowledge  al- 
lows noman  tofancy  that  he  i  nftrufUhim, 
the  critick  who  fund's  no  fallacy  to  pais- 
undctcflcd,  and  the  rcafoner  who  con- 
demns the  idle  to  thought,  and  the  neg- 
ligent to  attention,  are  generally  praif- 
cd  and  feared,  revi^renccil  and  avoided. 

He  that  would  pleafe  mull  rarely  aim 
at  fuch  excellence  as  depretfes  his  hear- 
ers in  their  own  opinion,  or  debars  tfaem 
from  the  hop*-9f  contiibuting  recipfo* 
caily  to  the  cntertaiwnent  of  the  com- 
pany. Merriment,  extorted  by  rallies 
of  inwgination,  fprightllnefsof  ronaHcy 
or  quicknefs  of  reply,  is  too  often  wfaat 
the  Luiins  call  the  Sardinian  Laugfato^ 
a  didonion  of  the  face  without  glai^ 
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Is  reoTon,  no  ftylc  of  convcffa- 
ore  extcnfivcly  acceptable  than 
itirc.  He  who  has  ftorcd  his 
with  (light  anecdotes,  private 
,  and  perfonal  peculiarities, 
lils  to  find  his  auditncc  favour- 
Umoll  eveiy  man  lillens  with 
i  to  contemporai-y  hiftory;  for 
every  man  has  forac  real  or 
■y  connexion  with  a  celebrated 
rj  fome  defirc  to  advance  or  op- 
ifmg  name.     Vanity  often  co- 

with  curiofity.  He  that  is  a 
I  one  place,  qualifies  himfelf  to 
a  fpcakcr  in  another;  for  though 
)t  comprehend  a  fcries  of  argu- 
r  tranfport  the  volatile  fpirit  of 
out  evaporation,  he  yet  thinks 
able  to  ti-eafurc  up  the  various 
s  of  a  ftory,  and  pleafes  his 
nth  the  information  which  he 
e  to  fome  Inferior  focicty. 
tives  are  for  the  moll  part  heard 
envy,  becaufe  they  are  not  fup- 

imply  any  intellectual  qualities 
le  common  rate. To  be  acquaint- 
fafts  not  yet  echoed  by  plebeian 
,  may  happen  to  one  man  as  well 
other;  ana  to  i-elate  them  when 
r  known,  has  in  appearance  fo 
rficultj',  that  every  one  concludes 

equal  to  tlie  taik. 
r  is  not  eafy,and  in  fome  fituations 
not  poflible,  to  accumulate  fuch 
of  materials  as  may  fuppoit  the 

of  continual  narration;  and  it 
tly  happens,  tliat  they  who  at- 
his  method  of  ingratiating  them- 
pleafc  only  at  the  fii-ft  interview; 
r  v^-ant  of  new  fupplies  of  intcl- 
,  wear  out  their  llorics  by  con- 
-epetition. 

■e  would  he,  therefore,  little  hope 
ining  the  praife  of  a  good  com- 

werc  it  not  to  be  gained  by  more 
idiour,  methods;  but  fuch  is  the 
Ts  of  mankind  to  all,  except  thofc 
pirc  to  real  merit  and  rational 
,  thar  every  und-ji-ftanding  may 
me  way  to  excite  bencvolv;ncc; 
locver  is  not  envied  may  leam  the 
procuring  love .  We  a  re  wi  1 1  ing 
leafed,  but  are  not  willinp:  to  ad- 
*v«  favour  tlie  mirth  or  olnciouf- 
at  folicits  our  regard,  butoppofe 
rth  or  fpirit  that  enforces  it. 
firft  place  amongthofe  that  plcafe, 
•  they  defirc  only  to  pleafe,  is  due 
nerrjfelhw  vrhoCt  laugh  it  loud, 


and  whofc  voice  is  ftrong;  who  is  ready 
to  echo  every  jcft  with  ohftreperous  ap- 
probation, and  countenance  every  fro- 
lick  with  vociferations  of  applaufe.  It 
is  not  neceflaiy  to  a  merry  fellow  to 
have  in  himfelt  any  fund  of  jocularity, 
or  force  of  conception;  it  is  fufficient 
that  he  always  appears  in  the  higheft 
exaltation  of  gladnefs,  for  the  greater 
part  of  mankind  arc  gay  or  ferious  by 
mfe^ion,  and  follow  without  refinance 
the  attra£lion  of  example. 

Next  to  the  merry  fellow  is  the  good* 
nature^  man^  a  being  generally  without 
benevolence,  or  any  other  virtue,  than 
fuch  as  indolence  and  infenfibility  con- 
fer. The  chai-afteriftick  of  a  good* 
natui-ed  man  is  to  bear  a  joke;  to  fit  un- 
moved and  unafteftcd  amidfl;  noife  and 
turbulence,  profanenefs  and  obfcenity; 
to  hear  every  talc  without  conti*adi£lions 
to  endure  infult  without  reply;  and  t9 
follow  the  Iheam  of  folly,  whatever 
courfe  it  (hall  happen  to  take.  The 
good-natured  man  is  commonly  the 
darling  of  the  })etty  wits,  with  whom 
they  exercife  themfelvcs  in  the  rudiments 
of  raillery ;  for  he  never  takes  advantage 
of  failings,  nor  dilconcerts  a  puny  fa- 
tirift  with  uncxpc6lcd  farcafms;  but 
while  the  glals  continues  to  circulate^ 
contentedly  Iwars  the  expence  of  unin« 
temipted  laughter,  and  retires  rejoicing 
at  his  own  importance. 

The  modefl  man  is  a  companion  of  a 
yet  lower  rank,  wliofc  only  power  of 
giving  plea fu re  is  not  to  intemipt  it. 
The  modeft  man  I'atiifies  himfelf  with 
p?accfiil  filence,  which  all  his  companions 
are  candid  enovgh  to  confider  as  pro- 
ceeding not  from  inability  to  fpeak,  but 
willingnefs  to  hear. 

Many,  without  being  able  to  attain 
any  general  charafler  of  excellence, 
have  fome  finglc  art  of  entertainment 
which  fcrves  them  as  a  pa(rport  through 
the  world.  One  I  have  known  for  (if- 
teen  years  the  darling  of  a  weekly  club^ 
bccaulc  evciy  night,  prccifcly  at  eleven, 
he  begins  his  favourite  fong,  and  dur- 
ing the  vocal  pciformance,  by  corre- 
fpondin^  motions  of  his  hand,  chalks 
out  a  giant  upon  the  wall.  Another 
has  endeared  himfelf  to  a  long  fucccf- 
fion  of  ncqriaintr.nrcs  by  fitting  among 
them  with  his  wipr  rcverlcd;  another  by 
contriving  to  Hnut  the  nofc  of  .any 
ftrangcr  who  was  to  be  initiated  in  tlic 
dub;  another  by  \>i«rrinw  lvV>-'a.^^J.<fc^\A 
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then  pretending  to  be  frighted  j  and  an-  ' 
other  by  yelping  like  a  hound,  and  cal- 
ling toihc  drawers  to  diiveout  the  dog. 
Such  are  the  arts  by  which  clitcrfulnel* 
is  promoted,  and  fomctimes  fricmilhip 
cltibli/Lcd)  arts,  which  tliofc  who  de- 


fpife  them  (hould  not  rigonmfly  bUmf, 
except  when  they  are  pniftiicd  at  tk 
expence  oF  innocence ;  for  it  is  alwayi 
neceiTary  to  be  loved,  but  not  ilwaj« 
ncceflUry  to  be  reverenced. 
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q,uod  tam  grands  sothos  clamat  tibl  tdrba  tocatay 
ron  tv,  pompom,  coena  diserta  tua  £st. 

Mart. 

resounding  1»t.aud1ts  tho'  thf.  crowd  have  rung, 
thy  treat  is  elof^uent,  and  not  thy  tonccz.  * 

F.  Lewis. 


THE  worla  fca re ely  affords  oppor- 
tunities of  making  any  obferva- 
tJon  more  freqi'cntly,  than  on  falle 
claims  to  commendation.  Almoft  every 
man  waftes  pint  of  his  life  in  attempts 
to  difplay  nu:iiitit>  which  he  docs  not 
poffels,  and  to  gain  applaule  which  he 
cannot  kctj-i  fo  that  I'caicely  can  two 
peifons  cai'ually  m(ct,  but  one  is  of- 
icndcJ  or  diverted  by  the  oftentation  of 
tl:e  other. 

Of  thefe  pretenders  it  is  fit  to  dlftin- 
euilli  tholl*  who  endeavour  to  deceive 
from  them  who  arc  deceived;  thofe  who 
by  deiigned  impothircs  promote  their  in- 
tcrcft,  or  gratify  their  pride,  from  them 
who  mean  only  to  force  into  regard  theii* 
hu  nt  excellencies  and  ncgleCK'd  virtues; 
who  believe  thcmfelves  qualified  to  in- 
ftruiSl  or  pleal'e,  and  thei-eforc  invite  the 
notice  of  mankind. 

The  artful  and  fraudulent  ufurpers  of 
di(lin«S>ion  defcrvc  grenter  feverities  than 
ridicule  and  contempt,  fincc  they  arc 
feldom  content  with  empty  praife,  but 
are  inftigatcd  by  pailions  more  perni- 
cious than  vanity.  Tliey  confider  the 
reputation  which  they  endeavour  to 
eftablifli  as  neccflaiy  to  the  accompli fh- 
ment  of  fomc  lubiequent  dtilgn,  and 
value  praife  only  as  it  may  conduce  to 
the  fucccfs  of  avarice  or  ambition. 

The  commercial  world  is  veiy  fre- 
quently put  into  confufion  bytlie  bank- 
rxiptcvof  merchants,  that  aflinned  the 
fpkndour  of  wcilth  only  to  obtain  the 
privilesic  tjf  trailing  with  the  ftock  of 
other  nicTi,  and  cf  rontr-acling  debts 
which  rothing  hui  lucky calaaliies could 
enable  i!i:-m  to  p'-y;  till  after  having 
fuppui  ti.d  il;e::'  ap:iea:-.ir.tc  a  whilo  by 
inrnui! uoirs  magnificence  of  boundlein 
tratfic!:,  'ly..\  fiiik  r.t  or.cc,  3.nd  dtu-^ 


down  into  poverty  thole  whom  thrif 
equipages  had  induced  to  truft  them. 

Among  wretches  that  place  their  hap- 
pinefs  in  the  favour  or  the  great,  of 
beings  whom  only  high  titles  or  lai^ 
dlatcs  fet  above  themiclvesy  nothing  u 
more  common  than  to  boail  of  confidence 
which  they  do  notenjoyj  to  fell  promiib 
which  they  know  their  interefl  unable  to 
]>o:form;  and  to  reimburfe  the  tribute 
v/hich  they  pay  to  an  imperious  mafter» 
from  tlie  contributions  of  meaner  de- 
pendants, whom  they  can  amule  with 
tales  cf  their  influence,  and  hopes  of 
their  folicitation. 

Even  among  fome,  too  thoughdeTs 
and  volatile  for  avarice  or  ambition, 
may  be  found  a  fpecies  of  fallehood 
more  detellable  than  the  levee  or  ex- 
change can  (hew.  There  arc  men  that 
boaft  of  debaucheries,  of  which  they  ne- 
ver had  addrefs  to  be  guilty;  ruin,  bf 
lewd  rales,  the  characters  of  women  to 
whom  they  ai-e  fcarcely  known,  or  by 
whom  they  havt  been  rejefted;  deftroy 
in  a  dam  ken  frolick  the  happinefs  of  fa- 
milies; blaft  the  bloom  ot  beauty,  amd 
intercept  the  reward  of  virtue. 

Other  aitihces  of  fallehood,  thougk 
utterly  unworthyof  an  ingenuous  mind, 
are  not  yet  to  be  ranked  with  Aa^itious 
cnormiiies,  nor  is  it  ncceflary  to  incite 
fan  quinary  j\iftice  againft  them,  fince 
they  may  be  al'jquattly  puniihed  by  de- 
tection and  liii:^htcr.  The  travcllo" 
who  Hi  fcii'Hs  cities  which  lie  has  never 
fi'cn;  the  fquiie  who,  at  h-s  return  from 
l-onJon,  telis  i>f  his  intiinacy  with  no- 
bles to  whom  he  h.is  only  bowed  i& 
thv  park,  or  cotVetr-bouie;  thi*  autiKH" 
who  ent'.rtai::s  his  atlmircrs  with  ilprirt 
of  tl.<;  aiiili.'.iicc  which  h*i  gives  to  vciiS 
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er  vidts  at  great  houfcs,  where 
ift  to  know  the  cookmaid;  are 
rh  harmlefs  animals  as  truth 
ly  be  content  to  defpife  with- 
ig  to  hurt  them, 
the  multitudes  who  ftniggle 
r  diftin£lion,  and  dlfplay  their 
ts  only  to  feel  more  acutely  the 
e^left,  a  great  part  are  wholly 
)f  deceit,  and  are  betrayed,  by 
n  and  credulit)',  to  that  fcom 
h  the  univerfal  love  of  praife 
all  to  drive  feeble  compwtitors 
r  way. 

?n  fui-vcy  themfelves  with  fo 
;rity,  as  not  to  admit  prejudi- 
rown  favour,  which  an  artful 
lay  gradually  lliengthen,  till 
r  a  paiticular  qualification  are 
to  hopes  of  attainment,  and 
attainment  to  belief  of  pof- 
Such  flatterers  cveiy  one  will 
}  has  power  to  reward  their 
,  WhereA'er  there  is  wealth, 
be  dependance  and  expe^la- 
wherevcr  there  is  dependance, 
be  an  emulation  of  fervility. 
of  the  follies  which  provoke 
mfurc,  are  the  effefts  of  fuch 
,  however  it  might  have  wan- 
iie  imagination,  would  fcarcely 
i  the  publick  eye,  had  it  not 
lated  and  emboldened  by  fiat- 
iThatcver  difficulty  there  may 
:nowlcdgeof  ourfelves,  fcarce- 
e  fails  to  fufpeft  his  own  im- 
s,  till  he  is  elevated  by  others 
nee.  Wc  are  almoil  all  na- 
odeR.  and  timorous;  but  ftar 
;  are  uneafy  fenfations,  and 
•  helps  to  remove  them  is  re- 
h  kindnefs. 

ula  was  the  heirefs  of  a  large 
!  having  loft  her  mother  in  her 
was  committed  to  a  govcmefs 
^fortunes  had  reduced  to  fup- 
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plenefs  and  hunfillty.  The  fondnefs  of 
Turpicula's  father  would  not  fuffer  him 
to  tnift  her  at  a  publick  fchool,  hut  he 
hired  domeftick  teachei*$,  and  bellowed 
on  her  all  the  accomplifhments  that 
wealth  couM  purchase.  But  how  many 
things  arc  neccfTary  to  hanp5nefs  which 
money  cannot  obtain  ?  Thus  fecludcd 
from  all  with  whom  (lie  might  converfe 
on  terms  of  equality,  fhe  lizard  none  of 
thofe  intimations  of  her  dcfc^ls,  which 
envy,  petulance,  or  anger,  produce 
among  children,  where  they  arc  Xi9^ 
afi-aid  of  telling  what  they  think, 

Turpicula  faw  nothing  but  obfequi-r 
oufnels,  and  heard  nothing  but  coro-r 
mendationv  None  are  fo  little  acquaint- 
ed  with  the  heart,  as  not  to  know  that  a 
woman^s  firfl:  wiih  Is  to  be  handfimte^ 
and  that  confequently  the  readieli  me- 
tliod  of  obtaining  her  kindncfs  is  to 
praife  her  beauty.  Turpicula  had  a 
diftorted  (hape  and  a  dark  complexion; 
yet,  when  the  impudeikce  of  adulation 
had  ventured  to  tell  her  of  the  com- 
manding dignity  of  her  motion,  and  the 
foft  enchantment  of  her  fmile,  (he  was 
eafily  convinced,  that  /he  was  tlie  de- 
light or  torment  of  every  eye,  and  that 
all  who  gazed  upon  her  felt  the  fire  of 
envy  or  love.  She  therefore  ne glef^ed 
the  culture  of  an  underilanding  which 
might  have  fupplied  the  defeats  of  her 
form,  and  applied  all  her  care  to  the  dc<» 
coration  of  her  perfon;  for  flie  con- 
iidered  that  more  could  judge  of  beauty 
than  of  wit,  and  was,  like  the  reft  of 
human  beings,  in  hafle  to  be  admii^. 
The  dcfire  of  conqueft  naturally  led  her 
to  the  lifts  in  which  beauty  (ignalizet 
her  power.  She  glittered  at  court,  flut- 
tered in  the  park,  and  talked  aloud  in 
the  front-box;  but,  after  a  thoufand  ex- 
periments of  her  chaiins,  was  at  laft  con- 
vinced that  (he  had  been  flattercd,and  that 
her  glafs  was  honeftcr  than  her  maid* 
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N?  CXC.    SATURDAY,  JANUARY  ii,  17; 

rLORAVKlE  SVIS,    NON  REST  ON  DUE    FAVOEBM 
^UASITUM  MEftI Til. 

Ho«. 

■  ENBY  AND  AtrRED  ■ 

CLOS'P  THEIR  LONG  GLORIES  WITH   A  SIGH,    TOriMD 

TH'vNWILLXNG  GRATITUDE  OF  BASE  MANKIND. 


AMONG  the  emirs  andvificrs,  the 
Tons  of  valour  and  of  wifdom,  that 
iland  at  the  cornei*s  of  the  Indian  throne, 
to  afTift  the  counfels  or  conduft  the  wars 
of  the  pofterity  of  Timur,  the  firll  place 
was  long  held  hy  Morad  die  fon  of  Ha- 
niith.  Morad  having  fignalized  him- 
felf  in  many  battles  and  fieges,  was  re- 
warded with  the  government  of  a  pro- 
vince, from  which  the  fame  of  his  wif- 
<lom  and  moderation  was  wafted  to  the 
pinnacles  of  Agra,  by  th«  prayers  of 
thofe  whom  his  adminiilration  made 
happy.  The  emperor  called  him  into 
his  prcfenre,  and  gave  into  his  hand  the 
keys  of  riches,  and  the  fabre  of  com- 
mand. The  voice  of  Morad  vms  heard 
from  the  clifts  of  Taurus  to  the  Indian 
ocean,  every  tongue  faukered  in  his  prc- 
fence,  and  every  eye  was  caft  down  be- 
fore him. 

Morad  lived  many  years  inprofperiry; 
everyday  increafcd  nis  wealth,  and  ex- 
tended his  influence.  The  fages  re- 
peated his  mixims,  the  captains  of  thcu- 
fands  waited  his  commands.  Compe- 
tition withdrew  into  the  cavern  of  en- 
vy, and  difcontent  trembled  at  her  own 
murmurs.  But  human  grcatnefs  is  (hort 
and  tranfitoiy,  as  the  odour  of  incenfe 
in  the  fire.  The  fun  grew  weary  of 
gilding  the  palaces  of  Morad,  the  clouds 
of  forrow  gathered  round  his  head,  and 
the  tempeil  of  hatred  roared  about  his 
dNvclling. 

Mor^d  faw  ruin  haftily  approaching. 
The  firft  that  forfook  him  were  his  poets; 
their  example  was  followed  by  all  thofe 
whom  he  had  rewarded  for  contributing 
to  his  pleafuresj  and  only  a  few,  whole 
virtue  had  entitled  them  to  favour,  were 
How  to  be  feen  in  his  hall  or  chambers. 
He  felt  his  danger,  and  proltrated  him- 
fclf  at  the  foot  of  the  throne.  His  ac- 
cuiers  were  coniident  and  loud,  his 
friends  ftood  contented  with  f|igid  neu- 
ti-ality,  and  tlic  voice  of  truth  was  over- 
fcornc  by  clamour.  He  was  diverted  of 
hii  |)0W6r,  deprived  of  Vu^  3LC(\vVv(\Vkotv%^ 


Pcfi, 

and  condemned  to  pafs  the  reft  o 
on  his  hereditary  eftate. 

Morad  had  been  fo  long  ace 
to  crowds  and  bufmcfs,  fupplic; 
flattery,  that  he  knew  not  ho^ 
up  his  hours  in  folitude;  he  f: 
regret  the  fun  rife  to  force  on  h 
new  day  for  which  he  had  no  i 
envied  the  favage  that  wandei 
defcrt,  bcraufe  he  has  no  tim< 
from  the  calls  of  nature,  but  ij 
chafing  his  prey,  or  (Iccping  in  h 

His  difcontent  in  time  viti 
conftitution,  and  a  flow  difeafeie 
on  him.  He  refufcd  phyfick,  n 
exercifc,  and  lay  down  on  hi 
pecvifli  and  reftkfs,  rather  afra 
than  dcfupus  to  live.  His  dor 
for  a  time,  redoul^led  their  afl 
but  finding  that  no  oflicioufnei 
footh,  nor  exa«5tnci's  fatisfy,  tl 
gave  way  to  negligence  and  lie 
he  that  once  commanded  natioi 
languiihed  in  his  chamber  wit 
attendant. 

In  this  melancholy  ftate,  1 
manded  mefl*engers  to  rccal  h 
fon  Abouzaid  from  the  army.  A 
Yfus  alarmed  at  the  account  oj 
ther's  fickjiefs,  and  bailed  by  k> 
nies  to  bis  place  of  refldence. 
was  yet  living,  and  felt  his  ftre 
turn  at  the  embraces  of  his  fo 
commanding  him  to  fit  down  it 
fide — *  Abouzaid,*  fays  he,  '  ti 
'  has  no  more  to  hope  or  fear : 
'  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  the  a 
'  of  the  angel  of  death  is  now  a] 

*  and   the  voracious  grave  is 

*  for  his  prey.     Hear  therefore 

*  cents  ot  ancient  experience,  le 

*  lait  inlbuftions  ittuc  forth  : 

*  1  hou  hart  feen  me  happy  and 
'  tous,  thou  haft  beheld  my  c 
'  and  my  fall.      My  power  i 

*  hands  of  my  enemies,  my 

*  have  rewarded  my  accufersj 
'  inheritance  the  clemency  of 
^  ^TQ\  Va&  C^red,  and  my  wi 
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•  anger   could  not  take  away.      Caft 

•  thine  eyes  round  thee,  whatever  thou 

•  bcholdell  will,  in  a  few  hours,  be  tliinc  \ 

•  apply  thine  car  to  my  diflates,  and 
^  •    thclcpoirdlions  will  promote  thy  hap- 

•  pincli.     Aipirenotto  puMic  honours, 

•  enter  not   the  pahces   oF  kings;  thy 

•  wealth  will  let  thee  above  inlult,  let 

•  thy  moderation- keep  thee  below  envy. 

•  Content  thy  lei  f  with  private  dignity, 

•  diffufi  thy  riches  among  thy  friends, 
--•    let  every  day  extend  thy  beneficence, 

•  and  ^fer  not  thy  heart  to  be  at  reft 
j  •-  till  thou  art  loved  by  all  to  whom  thou 
'  •  art  known.  In  the  height  of  my  pow- 
^  •■  cr,  I  faid  to  di.fam?,tion — "  Who  will 
*-*•  hear  thee?"  and  to  artifice — **  What 
^^^  canft  thou  p^rfonn  ?"  But,  my  fon,  de- 

•  fpifenotthouthemaliceofthc  weakeft; 

•  remember  that   venom    fupplics   tlie 

•  want  of  ftrength,  and  that  the  lion 

•  may  pcrifli  by  the  punilure  of  an  afp.* 
Morad  expired  in  a  few  hours.     A- 

l)Ouzaid,  after  the  months  of  mourning, 
determined  to  regulate  his  conduft  by  his 
father^s  precepts,  and  cultivate  the  love 
of  mankind  by  ever>'  art  of  kintlncfi 
JUid  eodcarment.  He  wifely  conlidered 
«  that  domeftick  hnppinefb  was  firft  to  be 
iecured,  and  that  none  have  lb  much 
power  of  doing  good  or  hurt,  as  thofe 
who  arc  prefent  in  the  hour  of  negli- 
gence, hear  the  burfts  of  thoughtlefs 
merriment,  and  obfcrve  the  ftarts  of  un- 
guarded paflion.  He  therefore  augment- 
ed the  pay  of  all  his  attendants,  and 
requited  everj'  exertion  of  uncommon 
diligence  by  fupemunvwrary  gratuities. 
While  he  congratulated  himfclt'ujjon  the 
fidelity  and  atFe6lion  of  his  family,  he 
was  in  the  night  alaimed  with  robbers, 
who  beine  purfued  and  taken,  declared 
that  they  liad  been  admitted  by  one  of 
.  his  feprants;  the  fervant  immediately 
confefTed,  that  he  unbai*i-ed  the  door,  be- 
caufc  another  not  more  worthy  of  con- 
fidence was  entruftcd  with  the  kc}'s. 

Abouzaid  was  thus  convinced  that  a 
dependant  could  not  eafily  be  made  a 
fnend;  and  that  while  many  were  foli- 
citing  for  the  firil  rank  of  favour,  all 
thofe  would  be  alienated  whom  he  diiiip- 
pointed.  He  therefore  Rlolvcd  to  af- 
fociatewith.a  fev/ equal  companions  fe- 
le£Ved  from  among  the  chief  men  of  the 
province.  With  thefe  he  lived  happily 
for  a  time,  till  fumiliarity  fet  them  free 
from  reftrainty  and  every  man  thought 
liimtiBlf  at  liberty  to  indulge  Ills  own 
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caprice,  and  advance  his  own  opinions. 
They  then  ciillurbcd  each  other  with 
contrariety  of  iricli nations,  and  differ- 
ence of-  fentimcnts;  and  Abouzaid  was 
ncccflitatcd  to  offend  one  party  by  con- 
cunence,  or  both  by  inditTperence. 

He  afteiAvards  dctenuincd  to  avoid  a 
clofe  union  with  beings  fo  difcordant  in 
their  nature,  and  to  diffufehimfelf  in  a 
larger  circle.  He  prai^Illd  the  fmile  of 
univtrfal  cour*?ry,  and  invited  all  to  lut 
table,  but  a('mi:tcd  none  to  his  retire- 
ments. Muny  v.ho  had  bce«  rejefted 
in  his  choice  of  fricndfliip,  now  refufed 
to  accept  his  acquaintance;  and  of  thofe 
whom  plenty  and  magnificence  drew  to 
his  tabh',  eveiy  one  prcffcd  forward  to- 
ward intimacy,  thought  himfclf  over- 
looked in  the  crowd,  and  murmured  be- 
caufe  he  was  not  dlllinguifhcd  aboVethe 
rell.  By  de:j;rees  all  made  advances,  and 
all  rerent«.d  r^-puirc.  The  table  was 
then  covered  with  delicacies  in  vain;  the 
mufick  founded  in  empty  rooms;  and 
Abouzaid  w.is  left  to  form  in  folltude 
fome  ncv/  iVheme  of  pkafure  or  fecurity, 

Refolving  now  to  try  tije  force  of  gra- 
titude, he  en(juir(Kl  for  men  of  iciencCt 
whofc  humIi  was  obl'cured  by  poverty. 
His  houll-  w:is  f^)on  crowded  with  poets» 
fculptcrs,  p:iinicrs,  and  deligners,  who 
wantoned  iu  unexpeiienccd  plenty,  and 
employed  tlu-h' pjwcrs  in  celebration  of 
their  patron.  3<ut  in  a  fliort  time  tlicy 
forgot  the  diurefs  from  which  they  had 
bern  relcued,  and  lu •;:;an  to  confider  their 
deliverer  as  a  wretch  (/f  narrow  capa- 
city, who  was  growing  gieat  by  works 
which  he  could  not  perform,  and  whom 
they  ovcrp:iid  by  concieiccnding  to  ac- 
cept his  bounties.  Abouzaid  heard 
their  murmur;;,  and  dlfmiffcd  them ;  and 
from  that  hour  continued  blind  to  co- 
lours, and  deaf  to  pancgyrick. 

As  the  fonsof  art  di-pirted,  mutter- 
ing threat;^  of  j*er|)ctu3l  infamy,  A- 
bouzaid,  v.'ho  ftoo<l  at  the  gate,  called  to 
him  Hamet  tlie  poet.    '  Hamct,*  faid  he, 

*  thy  ingratitu«le  has  put  an  end  to  my 

*  hojxrs  and  experiments:  I  have  now 

*  hi-arned  the  vanity  of  thofe   labours 

*  that  wiHi  to  be  rewarded  by  human 
'  benevolence ;    I  Ihall  henceforth  do 

*  good,  and  avoid  c\il,  without  refpecl 

*  totlie  opinii)n  ol'  men;  and  relclvc  to 

*  folicit  only   the  approbation  of  tliat 

*  Being  whom  alone  we  are  fuxc  10  pleafc 

*  by  endeavouring  to  plcalc  him.' 


\^ 


■&«  cxo 


426 


THE    RAMBLER. 


N^CXCI.     TUESDAY,    JANUARY  14,    175^ 


CEREUS   I.N   VITIUM    KLECTI,    MpMTORIDUS   ASPER. 


Hob. 


THE    YOUTH—— 

VIF  t.T)IN(i   1   IK  r:   W  \Xt   T  h'  IMPR 

KOtCH  TO   Kt**  ROOK  I  AND   SLOW 


ESSIVE   rOLt.Y    BEAIS) 
10  FUTURE  CARES. 


TO   THE    RAMDLER. 
ftEAR    MR.  RAMCI.  ER» 

I  Have  been  four  days  confined  tomy 
^h.iniber  by  a  cold,  which  has  A- 
ready  kept  mcfioin  thito  plays,  nine 
{i\k^\  live  (hows,  and  fix  card-tabk-., 
and  pr.t  me  lL-V;;nte'-n  vilis  bchiml-handj 
?.nd  the  doctor  tills  my  nnmma,  tliat 
if  I  fret  and  crv,  it  will  fettle  in  my 
head,  and  I  ihall  not  be  fit  to  lie 
fern  thefc  C\K  wak.^.  But,  ckar  Mr. 
Rambler,  ho-.v  c:\n  I  help  it'  At  this 
wry  time  MelilVa  is  dancIn;T;  with  ihe 
jn-cttiti^  G^entl^mani— flic  wl'll  breakfall 
with  him  to-morrow,  and  then  run  to 
■  two  aurtions,  ar.il  hear  compliments, 
and  have  prcfcntsj  then  flie  will  be  drelt^ 
andvifit,  and  ,i;ct  a  ticket  to  thL-  play; 
then  go  to  ci:rds  and  win,  and  c^n-.c 
home  with  two  flambeaus  before  her 
chair.  Dear  Mr.  Ramblc-r,  who  can 
l>e:jr  it? 

My  aunt  has  juft  broujrht  mc  a  bim- 
t\[.  *  i'  vour  paixirs  for  my  amulcnu-nt. 
.sh'  I'avs,  you  are  a  phiiojophtr,  and 
'.•:\i\  *vriVh  me  to  modiratc  n:y  rlel'.ro-?, 
..'  .  l^< ':  upon  the  world  \vlth  ird'AVr- 
r:;  ..  iIm,  dear  Sir,  I  do  wcl  wifii,  n'.»r 
ii.«-.  ^  •■  to  ir.odi.Tatc- my  de:irc  ■,  nor  can 
I  ..".'. :^i:  J:  )':-.;pcr  to  lot^lc  upon  thewoild 
w.  !.   :j.JiJ:"-rvnce,  till   the  world  looks 

V  ■.}'.  l.jJIi'w.rnccon  me.  1  have  been 
T-rc-ii,  h;v/.-ver,  to  fit  this  morning  a 
vi'..:  i:\i.i:-U:r  of  an  hour  wi;h  your 
jj.p  -  b-f.  :c   uv-   face  J    b'Ji  juil  as  my 

.■  -.•iiiiic  ill,  r'l-.ylli'la  had  brouj^bt  l;^J 
::  :■  r  r  tVcr.-r.  Mr.   T'ip,.  which   I  p-.it 

V  :•■:''..  thi.  1.  ix .  >»  :ir.d  i  tijid  :i\>out al/ji/ice 
..■.■!  ./.•  ■.,;;Uf.''fU/:*/'t,  MTid  £frif';w^  r.nd 

n-iiii..  mv  :ii;/.f  irn.t^  ir■^.d  that  I  was 
p  ;//'i»,v  »;t  I'i  li  wi'.ii  V'lrr  pliilofophy, 
;«jv.lof-i»  ni.*i  out  \.h'n  fhc  law  xr.e 
Jf.<;r.  c.-, •■•.:'.  icd — *  If  jIkic  is  :uiv  wurd 
'  rlr?  vtui  \\k>  nor  uncKntand,  rhiltl,  I 
•   -.vii!  f  :;?:  i:i  i:. 

.'-•   iv  ?^  ;"i'  !i.--.v  Old  pii-plt  ;h.;t  ihiMk. 


:.'»'.;/;.  er.».. 


Fkancu 

But  it  is  fit  that  they  fljould  tal 
tiini,  for  I  am  fure,  while  they  c 
poor  girls  clofe  in  the  nurfcr^',  t 
,  rannize  over  us  in  a  veiy  Ihameft 
ner,  and  fill  our  irtiagl nations  w. 
of  terror,  only  to  make  us  live  ; 
fub;e6^ion,  and  fancy  thy.t  \ye  ca 
be  fafe  but  by  their  protcftion. 
I  have  a  mamma  and  two  wr 
have  all  been  formerly  oelebti 
wit  and  l^auty,  and  arc  ft  ill  j 
ad  mi  ad  by  thofe  that  value  the 
upon  their  un«l».rlbnding,  and 
talk  of  vice  and  virtue,  nature  a 
plitity,  and  beauty  and  proprit 
if  there  was  net  fomc  ho|W  of 
mc,  fcarcely  a  creature  wouUl  co 
them  that  wears  a  fafliionab 
'J'hcfe  ladies,  Mr.  Rambler,  h 
me  under  their  j;o\erimient  fife 
and  a  half,  and  have  all  that  ti 
endeavouring  to  deceive  me  by 
prefc  mat  JOBS  of  life  as  I  now 
to  be  tjue;  but  I  know  not  w 
oi:.;!it  to  impute  them  to  igna 
malice,  as  it  is  pofllble  the  wo 
be  nuioh  changed  fincc  they  mi 
gt  ncral  converfation. 

ikin^  defiroui  tliat  I  (houl  JIo^ 
tlu-y  told  me,  that  nothing  bu 
lul'Jt:  could  make  me  an  agrcta 
p  uiion  to  men  of  fenfc;  or  ijuali 
diltinguifli  the  fupcrficial  glitter 
from  "the  fcdid  merit  of  undcH 
and  that  a  habit  of  reading  won 
me  to  fill  up  the  vacuities  of  li 
out  ihe  hcj|)  of  filly  or  dan^-erou 
nvjrts,  ar.d  prcfeive  mc  fi*om  i 
of  id  lends  and  the  inroads  of 
tion. 

But  their  principal  intcntio 
m:\ke  mc  afi-aid  uf  menj  in  wl 
fiicci^eded  'io  \\\\\  for  a  :ime,  ih: 
not  look  in  their  facts,  or  !>c  1 
with  them  in  a  parlour;  for  ft 
n:e  fancy,  that  no  man  ev,.r  {\ 
to  diceive,  or  looked  hut  to  alb 
the  girl  who  fuftered  him  that  1 
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e,  was  on  the  brink  of  r*iin; 
(he  who  anfwercd  a  billet,  with- 
LiltJng  her  relations,  gave  love 
ver  over  her,  tliat  (lie  woiiKl 
becjme  cither  poor  or  infa- 

hc  time  ihrit  my  leading- firings 
:n  olV,  I  fence  heard  any  mcn- 
y  beauty  but  from  the  millintr, 
ua- maker,  and  my  own  maidj 
mmma  never  laid  more,  wlien 
I  me  comineiuled,  but — *  Tiic 
very  well,'  anrl  then  endea- 
■>  divert  my  attention  by  Ibmc 
ft.cr  my  needle,  or  my  book, 
low  thne  montb.s  fmce  I  'have 
ered  to  pay  a-v.l  receive  vilils, 
at  piiblick  allitnblies,  to  h:ive 
Lej>t  for  me  in  the  boxes,  and 
t  Lady  Racket's  rout;  and  you 
,y  imagine  what  I  think  of  iho.e 
.'  fo  Inu'jj  ch;^-:ted  me  with  falfe 
on>,  iliitiiibfd  me  with  hcrltious 
and  concei'.lvd  from  me  all  that 
VAnl  to  mal:e  the  haj^pinefs  of 

fo  far  from  perceiving  the  ufe- 
ir  nccellity  of  bool^s,  that  if  I 
Iropjud  all  pretenlions  to  learn- 
)ulU  liave  loil  Mr.  Trip,  whom 
ighted  into  another  box,  byre- 
jme  of  Dryden's  remarks  upon 
y,  for  Mr.  Trip  declares,  that 
nothing  like  hard  words,  and  I 
tlvre  is  not  a  better  partner  to 
I;  his  very  walk  is  a  dance.     I 
led  once  or  twice  among  ladies 
Inciples  and  ideas,  but  ihey  j)ut 
is   before  their  faces,  antl  told 
.s  too  wife  for  ihem,  who  for 
rt  never  pretended  to  read  any 
It  the  play- hill,  and  then  aiked 
trice ot  my  belt  head. 
:  vacancies  of  time  which  arc  to 
up  with  books,  I  have  never  yet 
;  for,  connder,  Mr.  Rambler, 
icd  late,  and  therefore  cannot  rife 
i  foon  as  I  am  up,  I  ilrtf^  for  the 
;  then  walk  in  the  park;  then 
ro  to  fome  fale  or  fhow,or  cnicr- 
t  at  the  little  theatre;  then  muft 
:d  for  dinnei-;  then  mull  pay  my 
len  walk  in  the  park;  then  hurry 
ay;  and  from  thence  to  the  card- 
lliis  is  the  general  courfe  of  the 
jen  there  hap})cns  nothing  extra-' 
r;  but  fometimes  I  ramble  into 
itry,  and  come  back  again  to  a 
nnetimcs  1  am  engaged  for  a 
ay  and  part  of  the  night.   Jf>  at 
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any  time,  I  can  gain  an  hour  by  not 
being  at  home,  I  have  fo  many  thinffs 
to  do,  io  many  orders  to  give  to  the 
milliner,  fo  many  alterations  to  make  in 
my  clothes,  fo  many  vifilants  names  to 
read  over,  fo  many  invitations  to  accept 
or  refufe,  fo  many  cards  to  write,  and 
fo  many  fiifliions  to  confider,  that  I  am 
loft  in  confufion,  forced  at  laft  to  let  in 
company  or  llep  into  my  chair,  and 
leave  half  my  affairs  to  the  <lirc<5lion  of 
my  maid. 

This  is  the  round  of  my  day;  and 
when  fliall  I  either  ftop  my  courfe,  or  fo 
change  it  as  to  want  a  book?  I  luppofe 
it  cannot  be  imagined,  that  anyof  thdc 
divcrfions  will  fcjon  be  at  an  end.  There 
will  always  be  gardens,  and  apajk,  and 
auctions,  and  fliovvs,  and  playhoafcs^ 
and  cards;  vifits  will  always  be  paid, 
and  clothes  always  be  worn ;  and  how 
can  I  have  time  unemployed  upon  my 
hands  ? 

But  I  am  moft  at  a  lofs  to  guefs  for 
what  p\irpofc  they  rjrlateil  fuch  tragick 
ftorics  of  the  cruelty,  perfidy,  and  arti- 
fices of  men,  who,  if  they  ever  were  io 
malicious  and  tfcftruf^ivc,  have  certainly 
now  refonned  their  manners.  I  have 
not,  fmce  my  entrance  into  tiic  world, 
found  one  who  does  not  profefs  himfelf 
devoted  to  my  fervicc,  and  leady  to  live 
or  die,  as  I  fhall  counnand  him.  They 
are  fo  far  from  intending  to  hurt  me. 
that  their  only  contention  is,  who  fliall 
be  allowed  moll  clofely  to  attend,  and 
moft  frequently  to  treat  me;  when  dif- 
ferent places  ot  entertainment,  or  fchcmcs 
of  pleafure  arc  mentioned,  I  can  fee  the 
eye  fj»arkle  and  the  cheeks  glow  of  him 
whofe  propofais  obtain  my  appfobationj 
he  then  leads  me  oiV  in  tiiumph,  adores 
my  condefcenfion,  and  congratulates 
himfelf  that  he  has  livod  to  the  hour  of 
felicity.  Arc  thefc,  Mr.  Rambler,  civa- 
tunrs  to  be  feared'  Is  it  likely  that  any 
iniuiy  v/ill  be  done  mc  by  ihofc  who  can 
enjoy  life  only  while  I  favour  liiem  with 
my  prefcncc? 

As  little  rcafon  can  I  yet  f.nd  to  fu- 
fpc6l  them  of  ftratagems  and  fi-aud. 
When  I  play  at  cards,  they  never  take 
advantage  of  my  mitlakts,  nor  exaA> 
from  mc  a  rigorous  obfervation  of  the 
game.  Even  Mr.  Shuffle,  a  grave  gen- 
tleman, who  h:«s  daughters  old-.r  than 
niyfelf,  plays  with  mc  fo  negligently, 
that  I  am  fomctimes  Inclinetl  to  believe 
he  lofe«  his  money  by  defign,  and  yet 
)ic  1%  lb  UssA  ot  ^Xax,  \.\vax.>aft  ^vj^Vr 


428 


THE     RAMBLER. 


will  one  day  take  me  to  his  houfe  in  the 
countiy,  that  wc  may  try  py  cm  felves 
who  can  conquer.  I  have  not  yet  pro- 
mi  fed  him;  but  \vhe;>  the  town  grows  a 
little  emj)ty,  I  fhall  think  upon  it,  for  I 
want  fome  trinkets,  lilcc  Letitia's,  to  my 
watch.  I  do  not  doubt  my  luck,  but 
mull  ftudy  fonic  mvrans  of  amufmg  my 
relations . 

For  all  thefe  dirtinftions  I  find  myfeif 
indebted  to  that  beauty  which  I  was  ne- 
ver futl>red  to  hear  prailed,  and  of 
which,  ihervrforo,  I  did  not  bcfoi-c  know 
■  the  full  value.  The  concealment  was 
certainly  an  intentional  fraud,  for  my 


aunts  have  eyes  like  oll^r  people,  and 
I  am  ever/  day  told,  that  notning  but 
blindnels  can  cfcapc  the  influence  of  mjr 
charms.  Their  whole  account  of  thi 
world  which  they  prcten-i  to  knowfo 
well,  has  been  only  one  riction  entan^d 
with  another;  and  though  the  nurJtsof 
life  oblige  mc  to  continue  fome  appcii- 
ar.ces  of  rcfpecl,  I  cannot  think  itat 
they,  who  hnvc  bci'n  fo  clearly  xirteficd 
in  ignorance  or  inipollure,  have  arr 
right  to  the  efteem,  veneration,  or  obe- 
dience of.  Sir,  yours, 

Bellakia. 


N?  CXCII.     SATURDAY,   JANUARY  i8,  1732. 


JIc»>f/.co;,  f^itM  2i  airov, 
fLisi  rti-rov  ol  <|>*X»  vJfi;. 


Anacreon. 


VAIN  THF.   NOBl.r.CT  EIRTH  WOULD  PROVE, 
NOR    WORTH   NOR    WIT    AVAIL    IN    LOVl.  } 
'tis   GOLD    ALOSr.   SUCCEEDS— BY  GOLD 

the  venal  stx  is  bought  and  sold, 
accurs'd  be  he  who  first  of  yore 

PISCOVEr'd   the   VF.RNIC10U8  OR  E  ! 
THIS   SETS   A   brother's   HEART  ON    FIItE| 
AND   AR?1S  TMr:  SON    AGAINST    THE  SIRE} 
ANDWMAT,    AI.a:.!    li   WORSE    THAN    ALL, 

TO  THIS   1  HE    LOVEK   OWES   HIS   FALL. 


F.  Lewis. 


'     TO  THE  RAMDLER. 
SIR, 

I  Am  the  fen  of  a  gentleman,  v/hofc 
anfLfD's,  fvr  many  a;-;ts,  held  the 
firil  rank  in  the  county?  till  at  laft  one 
of  tlicm,  too  dc:irous  cf  popularity,  fet 
his  ln'iilv;  open,  iiL'pt  a  talilc  covered  with 
coj.tii-nal  };Vc'["ui"ion,  and  diilributcd  his 
Vecf  anl  ule  io  fuch  as  choie  rather  to 
live  upon  iIiL  fjUy  of  others  than  their 
own  JaS:v.:- ,  with  fuch  thoughtlefs  libe- 
r'.ity,  ilu.  he  kft  a  third  part  of  his 
eii:iic  mr  It  ,Li|;\;d.  His  lucctlTor,  a  man 
ofi'piiit,  fcoiucd  to  impiir  his  dignity 
by  purfiKi^r.iou";  Riicnchments,  or  to 
admit,  by  a  falc  of  his  lands,  any  parti- 
ci}>ation  cf  the  ri^yhis  of  his  manor;  he 


the  intercd  of  the  former,  and  pl^ed 
himicif  with  the  reflexion,  that  hii  ion 
woiiKi  have  the  hereditary  eftate  without 
the  diminution  of  an  acre. 

Nearly  refembling  this  was  the  prac- 
tice of  my  wife  progenitors  for  roany 
ages.  Everv  man  boafttd  the  antiquity 
or  his  family,  refolved  to  fupporttbB 
dignity  of  his  birth,  and  lived  m  fplen- 
dour  and  plenty  at  the  expence  A  Hft 
heir,  who,  fometimes  by  a  wealthy  nwr- 
liage,  and  ibmetimes  by  lucky  l^cies, 
difcharged  part  of  the  incuinbrancet,a9d 
thought  himfelf  intitled  to  contraA  sew 
debts,  and  to  leave  to  his  children  the 
fame  inheritance  of  embanafrmcnt  tA 
diftrefs. 

Thus  die  eibte  perpetually  dcciynl{ 
V^>NQa^Ni«c^€c\tedbYone,  ditptfk 
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cd  by- another,  the  fif^cry  let  to 
i  by  a  third}  at  laft  tl;e  old  hall 
lied  down  to  fparc  th';  coll  of  re- 
n,  and  pa:t  of  the  materials  lo!^ 
d  a  Imall  houlb  witli  the  reft, 
ere  now  o|x:nlv  degraded  from 
^inal  rank,  nn({  my  father's  bro- 
is  allowed  with  Ivis  rthi6tir.ce»to 
:i  appreniicv-niip,  though  we  never 
:led  ourHKes  heiirtily  to  the  ibnnd 
>ci'da(her,  but  always  talked  of 
jufcR  and  a  merchant,  and  when 
nd  happened  to  blow  loud,  affeft- 
)ity  the  hazards  of  commerce,  and 
pathizc  wiih  the  foiicitudo  of  my 
ncle,  who  had  tho  true  retailu-'s 
of  adventure,  and  niver  exj>oi'ed 
f  or  his  prupcrty  to  any  wider  wa- 
in the  Thames. 

•me,  however,  by  continual  pro- 
i  fmall  expence*;,  lie  grew  rich, 
:^an  to  turn  his  tlKU^hts  towards 

He  hung  ihc  arms  of  the  fi'.mily 
is  parlour-chimney;  jwinted  at  a 
t  dccoi-atcd  only  with  a  cyuher; 
e  of  opinion  thiit  mt^iey  could  not 
a  gentleman;  relented  the  }K;tu- 
Df  upllarts;  told  ftorics  of  Alder- 
uft^'s  grand fath;fr  the  porttr;  won- 
that  there  was  no  better  method 
gulajng  precLdjncv;  wirtied  for 
Uc.s  peciii-ar  to  i:v?:i  of  fallen; 
hen  his  fcivant  pr.  iVnted  :•.  UttL-r, 
i  enquired  wlictlur  it  came  from 
3ther  thceftiuiiv. 
f ither  wai  carvful  to  fend  him 
by  every  carrier,  wriich,  ihouvfh 
nveyance  cft^n  coil  more  thin  tlie 
was  well  rirccivevi,  lvjc:nill'  it  r^uve 
1  oppoitunity  of  ralii:'.^  his  friends 
er,  defcriliing  ihj  h.auty  of  liis 
t's  feat,  and  h'.menting  his  o\mi 
whom  no  rL-!non!h:mces  could 
>ld  from  polluting  his  fingers  with 
t-book. 

ic  little  prefents  which  wc  fcnt 
ilwavs  returncil  with  great  muni- 
;.  He  was  defiro'i*;  of  being  the 
I  founder  of  hi'?  family,  and  could 
Kir  that  we  fhould  he  anv  lon-rer 
mc  by  diofe  whom  we  cnn(idcre  I  as 
irs  upon  our  niins,  and  uf\u|iers 
fortune.  He  fumirtied  ourhoufe 
ill  the  elegance  of  fashionable  ex- 

and  was  careful  to  conceal  his 
Ics,  left  the  poverty  of  his  family 
be  fufpc6>ed. 

length  it  happened  that,  by  mif- 
6k  nke  our  own,  a  large  cftatc, 
had  becnpurcho/cJ  from  us,  was 
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again  expofcd  ^o  the  ])eft  bidder.  My 
uncle,  delighted  with  an  opportunity  of 
rcinllatingihe  fam.ly  in  riieir  pofll-jfionsj 
came  down  with  treafures,  licaiccly  to 
be  imagined  in  a  place  where  commeitre 
his  not  made  large  Anns  familiar,  and 
ot  once  drove  all  the  competitors  awav, 
expedited  the  wiiiiri'.'-s,  and  took  poffcf- 
fio'.i.  He  now  comliercd  himfeif  as  fu- 
pciior  to  trr«de,  ciifpoilu  of  his  ftock, 
a?:d  as  ftx5n  as  he  had  fettled  his  econo- 
"^Vj  bvgan  to  fhew  h'S  niral  fovereign- 
ty,  by  brcakini;  the  heiigcs  of  his  te- 
nriiUo  in  hu?iting,  and  feizing  the  guns 
or  nets  of  ihofe  w'noie  fortunes  did  not 
quality  them  for  fprvrtfmjn.  He  foon 
afrerward:.  folicited  tlic  ollice  of  fherifF, 
from  which  all  his  nti^ch'iours  were  glad 
to  be  reprieved,  but  which  h  j  rt'garded  at 
a  refumption  of  ancjihal  claims,  and 
a  kind  of  reiloration  to  blood  after  the 
attainder  of  a  trade. 

My  uncle,  whole  mind  was  fo  filled 
with  this  change  of  his  condition,  tliat 
he  found  no  want  of  domdlick  enter- 
tainment, declaa'd  himfcif  too  old  to 
marry,  and  rcfolvcd  to  let  the  newly- 
purchafcd  ertare  fall  into  the  regular 
channel  of  inhciitance.  I  was  therefoi-e 
coniidered  as  heir  apparent,  and  courtei 
with  cfficii'ufnefs  and  carefles,  by  the 
gcntb^iivni  who  had  hithiito  coldly  al- 
io aviI  niv.'  ilvit  r^nk  wh:»:h  tliey  could 
not  refufi-,  dtrprelVcd  me  v.ith  ftudied 
negl'.c^,  iind  iiriiattd  me  with  ambigu- 
ous iniuli.-;. 

I  ft. It  net  much  jdeafur.""  from  the  cl- 
vililiw^  r<..r  v.'i-l'.i  I  Lnew  mylMf  irtdebt- 
c<l  t-.'  my  un.Ies  induiiry,  till  by  one  of 
U\c  invitaticns  w'lich  every  day  now 
brought  uwy  I  wis  iihliieed  to  f.xnd  a 
wevk  wi'h  Lurius,  v.hoie  daughter  Fla- 
villa  I  had  oft.n  i^icn  a::d  r.dmired  likf 
other? ,  wiLhoi;t  any  thought  of  nearer 
approaches.  The  ine.-uility  which  had 
hitherto  kc'>t  me  at  a  liillance  being  now 
levelled,  I  was  received  with  every  evi- 
dence of  rolpj:'!;  Lu'i-.!'.  told  nic  the 
fortune  v.!);ch  he  intend,  d  for  his  fa- 
vourite dau  jhtrr,  many  odd  accidents 
obIi;red  us  to  be  ofien  together  without 
company,  and  I  loon  began  to  find  that 
they  were  fpreading  for  me  the  nets  of 
matrimor.y. 

Flavilla'  v/as  all  foftnefs  and  com- 
plaifance.  I,  who  had  been  excluded 
by  a  narrow  fortune  from  mich  ac- 
quaintance with  the  wo.  Id,  and  never 
been  honoured  hvf)rc  with  the  notice  of 
fo  fiuc  a  Va\\^->  vi-i^  t,i't\^  ^'KwcvovxT^X., 
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Lucius  cither  perceived  my  pafllon,  or 
FUvilU  hctiTiycd  it;  care  was  taken,  that 
our  private  meetings  Hiould  he  leis  tVe- 


my  uncle  willing  to  give  me.  Lucius 
afrni,i  Lfr  I  rtiouhi  chr..ni;e  my  alffiirJioa 
in  ;('.):*ji*.ce,  divcitc:!  mj  frcm  mv  d::i^i 

qucnt,  and  my  charmer  con fclTcd  by  her     ^^y  diiP.ianviLj  to  which  my  uaili'ji^  d^^i? 

eyes  how  much  pain  flic  luil'tivd  from     hitcni- 1.     At  li:l  n*.y  uncie  dUl,  ;iil 

our  refti-aint.     I  rcncwcci  my  viilt  Uj»on     confultiini;  hln-iillt  a.s  n;*;^kc"t.-.i  bvi"':. 

ever)'  pretence,  but  was  not  ailo.vcd  <'ne 

interview  N\ ithoiit  witnefs  J  at  IjII-  I  d.*- 

clared  my  pafTion  to  Lutlus  w*-^^  '•-- 

ccived   me  as  a   lover  wv'rtny  of  his 

daughter,  and  told  me  ihat  r.ot!\:".:^  wus 

vranting  to  his  con:L*nr,   hut  thit  iriy 

uncle  (hould  fettle  Ivis  tdyic  umoii  uk-. 

I  objected  the  indccriicy  of  eucrojthing 

on  his  life,  and  the  d.;::|:cr  of  ^>iov».:k.- 

ing  him  by  fuch  an   iinlcr.fc.n.thlc  I'c- 

mar.d.  Lucius  fccmcd  not  to  xhlv.k  de- 
cency of  much  iinp'*rt:mce,  but  admit- 
ted tlie  dan[;cr  of  difpliLifin^',  and  c  »n- 

cludcd  that  iis  he  w.is  now  old  and  fi'.k- 

ly,  we  m"'j;hf,  without  any  inconveni- 
ence, wiit  for  his  dcr.rli. 

With  this  r^fjhilion  I  \va->  better  con- 

tcutcil,  as  it  pjoiuiod  nv;  the  comjvmy 

of  Flavilla,    in  winch    ihr  diiys  p:iflld 

away  amidll  continu.d  r;ij);u:\";  bur  i.i 

tiir.c  I  bc:,r»n   to  be  rdlijiii!-.!  fffiKiv.jr 

idle,  in  cxpciTMilon  ofgrowitv^  lich  by 

the  death  of  ir.y  bcncfacloi ,  and  propofcd 

to  Lucius  m;'ny  K-hcmc.  of  raifir.:;  ir.y 

own  fortune  bv  fuch  al]iii.u;.-c  a.^  I  knew 


f.om  '.iic  lime  that  Flivilla  tccii  p.ir.-.- 
f;on  cf  my  he.;!:,  \d\  his  eihtc  i.i  iiiv 
yw.^n^;'.!"  brotiicr.  who  \v;:s  abv.J^ s  ho- 
\<.r:ni;  abuut  hh  \k\\,  av.d  relating  ::j- 
ri-s  of  my  pi.ir.ks  ^Vi^  i.::tr avatar. ■:.',;?.)• 
Clonic mpt  <i  t!ic  cominci  cial  di.^ltvt,  asd 
my  irnpaticncc  to  I'c  felling  [r.^ck. 

My  coiidi'Lion  was  foon  kno■.^•n,  aTi.i 
I  'vai  r.o  ion:;cr  admitted  hv  jUl-  f-sKcr 
of  Flavilla.  1  repeat;.-.!  the  protclt^'iorj 
«;f  re^;aid,  whicii  h?.!  bc^n  toinu:\v  u- 
turned  with  fo  much  ardour,  in  a  \cMr 
w-v ■.-•',  fhe  n:c:;i'.ed  privately,  bu'  re- 
tw  iiLl  by  bvr  f.ith-.r's  footman.  Con- 
tL-mpt  has  dii\.n  out  my  lave,  arJ  I 
am  c..ni:nt  to  h:;vc  purchiud,  by  tn? 
I)i5.  of  fo:tunc,  an  ci'capj  fiom  a  hii^i;, 
w'k»  ir.is  jointd  the  artificer  of  2^:210 
thj  nlbir?;!^v^r';  of  youth.  I  am  now 
^oln^l  :o  pv.ifwie  my  former  jro"iCt*wi'h 
?.  li  J.  1  c \  w •  i  c h  I n y  u nt \r  btf •] ui arhed  rat, 
and  if  i  f-uc^-.d,  jh^l!  cvpcclto  hear 01 
th.  :\jL.-/.\'..;v  of  Vh\\\\:\. 

I  aiu,  ^^ii,  your^.  Sec. 

Const  ANTiv«. 
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OR   AIT  Tll.-iU   VATN?    BOOKS    Yir 

1  o  STor '1  H  Y  1  i'mour;   v-^l'   in 

\VHi.N    YOU   HAVE    READ   THEM    X 

WHATEVER  i<;  univcrfally 
defired,  will  be  fought  by  in- 
duftry  and  ai tincc,  by  merit  and  crimes, 
by  means  gf'Od  and  bad,  rational  and 
abfiud,  according  to  the  prevalence  of 
virtue  or  vice,  tf  wiidcm  or  folly.  Some 
will  always  miiljke  the  derrcj  of  thtir 
own  defeit,  ar.d  feme  will  dcfirc  that 
others  may  iriilV.ike  it.  The  cunning 
will  have  rccouife  to  llrataijem,  and  the 
powctful  to  violence,  for  the  attain- 
ment of  tl'.cir  wi  flies;  fome  will  ft  cop  to 
theft,  an^i  dhers  venture  upon  plunder. 
Praifc  is  fo  pLafing  to  the  mind  of 
man,  that  it  is  the  original  motive  of  aU 
xnoii  all  our  actions .  The  defire  of  com- 
jncuclationi  as  of  cverv  \l\\i\^  tVit^  \ft 


Hot. 
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varied  indeed  by  innumerable  differ- 
ences of  temper,  capacity,  and  knv- 
ledp:c;  fomr  have  no  hi^jher  wiih  iliin 
for  the  applraife  of  a  clubj  feme  exfcG 
the  acclamations  of  a  county;  and  fooe 
have  hoped  to  fill  the  mouths  of  all 
a;;cs  and  nations  with  their  nanief. 
E  v:Ty  man  pants  for  the  higheft  eminence 
within  his  view;  none,  however  meffl, 
ever  fmks  below  the  hope  of  being  «iif-' 
tinguiflied  by  his  fellow.beingfti  mi 
vtiy  few  •  have,  by  magnanimity  or 
piety,  been  fo  raifed  above  it,  as  to  aft 
wholly  without  regard  to  ccnfure  or  opi- 
nion. 

To  be  praifed,  therefore,  every  na" 
u.WLNtA\  \^>^v  i«&k4^tift  will  mt  nc- 
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iei"nfclvc5.  That  which  all  think 
liimoniouny  diltrihutetl  to  their 
Aims,  they  will  not  gratuitoully 
ler  uiK)n  others,  and  Ibme  cxpc- 
iiud  DC  tried,  by  which  pi-aife  may 
led  before  it  can  he  enjoyed, 
ong  the  innumerable  bidders  for 

fome  arc  willing  to  purchale  at 
ghcil   mte,     and   offer  enfe  and 

fortune  and  life.  Yet  even  oi' 
niy  a  fmall  part  have  gained  what 
b  earnelHy  defirodj  the  Ihidcnt 
aw^y  in  meditation,  and  the  fol- 
■rilhes  on  the  ramparts  j  but  un- 
■ne  accidental  advantage  co-ope- 
.vith  merit,  neither  perfcvcrance 
tnturc  attriiC-l  attention  ,and  Icnvn- 
l  bravery  fink  into  the  grave  with- 
nour  or  remembrance. 

r.mbition   and  vanity  generally. 

to  be  gi'atified  on  eaficr  terms, 
bei-n  long  oblerved,  that  what  is 
ed  by  (kill  or  labour  to  tlie  firft 
>r,  may  be  afterwards  transferi-etl 
ney;  and  that  tlieman  of  wealth 
irtake  all  the  acqiyiitions  of  cou- 
ithout  hazard,  and  all  the  pro- 
of indiilby  without  fatigue.  It 
fdy  difcovL-icd,  that  riches  would 
pi-aii'e  among  other  convenicnclt  s, 
at  he  whole  pri.lc  was  unluckily 
ted  with  Inzincl'"*,  ignorance,  or 
lice,  needed  ojily  to  pay  the  hire 
aneg^Tii^,  and  he  might  be  rc- 
vith  periodical  culopes;  mii^ht  dc- 
=,  at  leif'urc,  whnt  virtue  oifcicnce 
Id  bcplc.ile  I  to  appropriri*c,  and 
;d  in  the  e\cr.ink5  with  loothiPjjj 
,cs,  or  wakid  in  the  morning  by 
Ivgratulaiior.s. 

happiRef-s  wliith  mortals  receive 
:he  celebration  of  lvn^;f;ci-i-Lt 
(lever  relitrvcd,  eloqueiicc  win.  h 
perfuaticd,  or  elty;.nce  v.liich 
Ic-afed,  cv^rht  not  to  be  cnv  ied  or 
;d,  wli.  11  lii.y  nre  kn^wm  lio- 
to  pay  i'ar  ilicir  eni' rtjiinnscpt. 
nc  arc  iniTr.Litlt'ul  exailoi.^  of 
>n,  who  \v.:iihold  the  wages  of 
,'j  retain  ili^ir  ti.coniiuil  iVotn 
•  year  by  K-'jer.d  pionnft-.  and. 
ous  b!:.nJif]'.nKn"s;  and  when 
nm  thrcuiTi)  t'ne  vv-hole  compji's 
?ry,  difniif^  him  with  contempt, 
his  vein  of  f  c~tion  is  cxhaulfed. 
inrir:ual  feiit  of  commendation 
to  be  obtained  by  merit  or  by 
,  many  arc  tlierifore  obliged  to 
themiclves  with  fmgle  morfcls, 
compenca    tin  inft'cciucncy   of 
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their  enjo3rment  by  exceft  and  riot» 
whenever  fortune  fcts  the  banquet  be- 
fore  them.  Hunger  is  never  delicatet 
they  who  aic  feldom  gorged  to  the  full 
with  praife,  may  be  fafely  fed  with 
grofs  compliments;  for  the  appetite muft 
be  fatisficd  before  it  is  difgulted. 

It  is  eafy  to  find  the  moment  at  which 
vanity  is  eager  for  fuftcnance,  and  all 
that  impudence  or  femlity  can  offer  will 
be  well  received.  When  any  one  com- 
plainsof  the  want  of  what  he  is  known 
to  |X)ircfs  in  an  uncommon  degree,  he 
ceitainlv  waits  with  impatience  to  be 
contradifted.  When  the  trader  pre- 
tends anxiety  about  the  payment  ot  hit 
bills,  or  the  beauty  remarks  how  fright- 
fully flie  looks,  then  is  the  lucky  mo- 
ment to  talk  of  riches  or  of  charms,  of 
the  dca;h  of  lovers,  or  the  honour  of  a 
merchant. 

Others  there  are  yet  more  open  and 
aitlefs,  who,  inltead  of  fuboming  a 
flatterer,  are  content  to  fupply  his  place, 
and,  as  Ibme  animals  impregnate  them- 
/eives,  fwell  with  the  praifes  which  they 
hear  from  their  own  tongues.  '  ReSFe  ts 

*  J'uitur  laudurefefey  cut  nemo  alius  coft"    . 

*  //^iV/tfWtf/or.— Itisright,'  fays  Eraf- 
mus,  *  that  he  whom  no  one   clfe  will 

*  commend  (liould  bellow  commenda- 

*  tions  on  himfelf.'  Of  all  the  fons  of 
vanity,  thel'e  are  furely  thehappieft  and. 
gieatcit;  for  what  is  greatneis  or  hap- 
pincis  but  inilcixjndence  on  external  in- 
fluences, exemption  from  hope  or  fear, 
and  the  power  of  fupplying  eveiy  want 
from  tl:e  commtm  ftores  of  nature, 
whieh  can  n.r;iher  be  exhaufted  nor  i>ro- 
hibited?  ^uch  is  the  wife  man  of  the 
llui:!LS}  hii  !i  is  the  divinity  of  the  epi- 
cur^ai;:;  and  fuch  is  the  flatterer  of 
l.:ini>-l  i".  K  very  other  enjoyment  malicf 
nj  'vd-lhoyjevery  other  paneg)^rick  envy 
m.iy  withhold;  but  no  human  power 
can  <leprivc  the  lioaftcr  of  his  own  en- 
cojuiuins.  Infamy  may  hifs,  or  con- 
ttnipt  may  growl,  the  hirelings  of  the 
^\n:n  may  follow  fortune,  and  the  vo- 
t:ir:.s  of  truth  may  attend  on  virtue; 
but  his  plealur  r.  f^dl  remain  the  fame; 
he  c.vA  alwa'.i  lifion  with  rapture  to 
liiinreif,  and  leave  thofe  who  dare  not 
rcpoie  upon  their  own  atteftation,  to  be 
elated  or  deprelKd  by  chance,  and  toil 
en  in  thchopeicfs  ta(k  of  fixing  caprice, 
and  propitiating  malice. 

This  art  of  Imppinefs  hat  been  long 
piaclifcdby  ^u\odk;!LV\Ntv\ft\^^  >N\ficL\>x^ 
tie  r^ppraiei^^.  v\oVAV\oVk  oi  ^tK&'ci^s  ^^Wtasi 
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llii:  woil«},  or«Ki:ro  i»iri:ill  the  atttn- 
li.mof'tlie  in:i)::ck  tc  '"y.w:  ;nnicnlar 
pn  ioniiuncv-,  wc  jlt  rf'j.vn  wjili  ^rcit 
f' .KipiUiiiv una  will.; :'.  i«-"i  r  ir  vji-fclvc*. 
'J 'hi-  c.  iTiijK  r.  Ic-t,  vJiu*'-  rSii  irAcr  we 
aJr:.iVi. ,  ;'.!»..■•>::.!(':•  iTy.  'i.-  "  it'i  [':cJ  :V- 
nr^c  .:ii'.-  Ill  ■■  lv-}ci'.o;-  ir.*..  ii-..T.cc;  ]  I'-i- 
ii'lls  his  tli.'ii1''.s  wivii  n  ]-iui»  r  rcr.i'i-  of 
tsis"  own  ir'.Vilitv;    ofrj-r.  ;\n  t'M^cfion 


v.ith  liLrai'lijii!; 


;:tK:-. 


:ii..i£.-  hit 
l»;ts  pn  (..litr  lii.-'i  r.;i"'.".'  ■>  'j.;r  r.'.^icc 
tlvn  ];■>  ]*«''»fiMi''.!!;-  im    u:"|...;,  :-r  1 1'n.- 

CM.r  i!i.r  V.:.',  ,*,\\  •/■■l  l-.r  cm  lis-i.  i'-. 
T\j  Ivicli  a  u/i!vi  i:  I^  ■»?.;■■:'•;'.'!.  :.;  :o- 
iVle  n--  n;-"!,  yr.-:  cf^  i.  ^■  illy  1  i  ■:^::•  :;...  .1 
wi:!)  Low  j'J'-'.Ij  :i;- ■  I:;."  v.v  :':i  '^'i  n;^ 
th;,  jicnwhiJiiii. :':;."•..;.  I'.  <  r  ill':-  :■:  ■:  iJ 
Coiiil,uincvl  U»  li'.r-.v'". !vi;\,  \\h.n  \-i-riH.l 
fiicb  cnntlow.;'!'  I  iiij^iM^i.i  yet  i\.r.iain- 


foinc  of  ihT  p*rlr^.1$  \-t?  n^-'^cn'i/ 
cWcd,  and  .oir.!-  c::prclU.»5>  ct  ii-ail:- 
arlty  w^r.Mife-l,  which  I  ihouglit  miqlK 
tench  othor<>  lu  aJdi  efii  me  with  too  litis 
Rvtrcnco,  I\vasro  much  dLi![;Si^w'S^ 
the  jiallUfr^s  in  which  mention  wssnode 
of  ij  p  1  v\ :  i -1  i  le;« m ! nj;— u  r. b oi>niL'd  g^ 
nius— loiil  •)f  Hc'irrcr,  Pyrha-;onii,ud 
IM.it.') — fjliiiiry  of  ihots^hr— accuricrif 
iiidiiiriion— elv:f::ir.ce  of  comhinaiicKi— 
Yi;Toi\r  of  fancy— I J  length  of  rcau»>* 
a!i'i  logiilnrity  of  c^mpoHiion— ^hatl 
ImiI  or.Ci-  iUti  iiiiincii  to  l;iy  it  bcforetk 
).iih!ick.  Thrci;  ilav.;  I  it;-.-.t  it  to  tbe 
',»ri:-.tLr,  aiii!  t!:ivc  tinwi  I  fctchd  ie 
!.-..rl;..  My  iiicloity  was  on  :he  pain 
i;t"  vivl-iMr:,  v.-l.tii  ivf>c/tir.^  that  IMS 
ii- •■,\:t  t.»\.:iiic  p.j'/A^yyicks  on  myfelf, 
\\:iii'i  ?'.:;■  "r  be  liM^rc  pr(.>ri:ahiy  rtfenvd 
i(ji  my  |5.:n\Jii,  I  i.jrkt-d  it  iii>  for  a  bet- 
ter lioiir,  i'.*.  ■  cotTipliancc  with  thefv> 
mi  ■  's  print" "pit,  wiio  never  cats  at  hcQC 
what  he  can  cixi'ry  to  the  mai  ket. 


N''  CXCIV.    SATURDAY,  JANUARY  25,  1752. 


SI    :v\*i*:!^*  A    TFNF  ■ 
B  U  1. 1.  A  T  U  i ,    V  A  K  •.  I 


J  WAT  AT   V  A  J 


I  V  "  I  T   FT    H  -T  R  E  $ 
ATI'.    ARMA   FUXTILLO. 


JCT. 


IF  c:AMl*;r, 

THFN    V.  Y   Y 


',  C    MA<TIP.    SWll 
IN    HANf;i:.fi  SLIi- 


L  Y 

r. 


J 


T 


I'f.r.s  AN  AT.F. n  SJ.: V  rs-'ftrt., 

J  ^:J^•?  the  vice; 

i»iL  MTTLC   BOX  ANI>   PlCF, 

J.    URYDINfjc^t 

j-I.i'-,  ft-r  he  ha  I  fjiiic  niilick.  \\\\y:>  to 
o\c:i"(.'rvjj  h\iT,  wii:it  will  not  liiiu- 2:ii 
in '.i.ilsy   pjifcnn  ?     A  fortnight  more 


TO  THr    i'AMDI.F.R. 


JIAT  var.iiv  v.liiih  kerns  ivrrv 
m:in  iprj.".Mlr.U  in  i.i-^  u\.'iJ  ».y.s, 
iii(lir.*.i  ir..' to  i'L^icvc  tl'.it  i\'..!.r  y  'i 
r.or  \kiur  iv  iil».i-.  h:u-..  y^-r  :.  i^v.;r^:'.  i:.w' 
nr.iiie  of  Ellin:". h;s,  who  lent  yoii  n 
fwwr.vjrtlis  ?.:;o  ::n  lU'Cvvant  if  his  ar- 
livnl  :»t  LonclJr.  wiili  ;•  \oiin-;  in  h'.cman 
Li.i  pupil.  I  Ih.iU  theiJoic  contiiiii'.* 
my  n:inaiivc  without  pivfac*.  c  r  lec  :pi- 
tulation. 

P'ly  pupil,  in  a  \.m'  fliort  time,  1-y 
liis  moln(  r's  count. .Mii'ici  iiid  iilii  rci;'-;, 
■arcompHilicJ  hlmiLlf  wi.li  all  rl'.ul"  r  v  i- 
l':ficatA:ns  wh'uli  Cviiiiltuii.*  pi:;'. -It  ]» »- 
lili-mlV.  IIl- btumc  in  a  fw-.v  I'nv,  a 
ptifici  malLrct  hi>  li'.r,  which  v.i'.h  a 
care  Ic  Is  nicety  he  co'.l.l  put  oii"  nr  on, 
wiihoiil  any  need  to  adiul:  it  bj*  a  iccon;! 
motion.  This  w  it»  not  :it;aineii  hut  hy 
fA^qucnrcoT'.fiihn.tions  wltl'.his  iVmcin^- 
xnaiiei'i  and  Cur.lV.;nt^vJ.cuc^^si^Io:v;  vV 


fiMT.inict'.  him  with  all  the  airs  and  fonns 
<f  lam d lav  anil  icfpcib^ful  frdutaticr., 
f-.-ii  tie  .'I'.p  on  tne  Hiouldor  to  ir.e 
ii ; :  I ;V.  • : e  1^ ( . w  j  he  pra^li Ics  the  ttiR  <^ 
iti.m  v.v.i".;,  nnd.  the  fmilc  of  corJe- 
fcLiilion,  tliL' folunnity  of  promii'e,  anJ 
rhi-  graciouliv.ls  of  encouragementi  » 
iif  lie  had  Ixcn  nuriied  at  a  levee;  anJ 
pi-..i'OunCkS,  with  nolefs  propriety  thu 
hi-^  tV.ther,  the  monofyllables  of  cold- 
ne.'s  •'•'•'*^  I'onorous  pcnods of  iti*pe$tul 
pr>'U-liio]i.  _      . 

H.-  imini'diatelv  loft  the  rcfcrrcy^ 
t i m : d i  I  y  v.- 1  >  i ch  fol  itude  and-  ftud j  ar(  v^ 
to  uit\v.  v.;s  u})on  the  moft  courtly fdiiBSi 
was  .'.hie  to  enter  a  crofff^ad  rofm}4^ 
a  1 1  y  c  i  V  il  it  y ;  to  meet  t  ke  glancd.  of  > 
!um  livd  eyes  without  perturbation  jfnd 
uddivJs  rhofe  whom  he  never  &wbefbit 
v.-ith  ealt:  and  confidence.:    In  le6.f|^B 
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£i(£^ion  at  his  profidcncy  by  a  tri- 
vmpHant  obfcrvation,  that  (he  believed 
msiDiKg  niQQuld  make  bim  blu/b, 

Xlie  illence  with  which  I  was  content- 
ed to  bear  my  pupil's  praifcS)   gave  the 
lady  reaibn  to  fufpefl  me  not  nluch  de- 
lighted with  hit  acquilitions;  but  (he 
attributed  my  difcontent  to  the  diminu- 
"Mm  of  my  influence,  and  my  fears  of 
lofing  the  patronage  of  the  family;  and 
though  (h?  thinks  favourably  of  my 
learning  and  morals,  (he  coniidcrs  me 
ss  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  cuf- 
Cmns  of  the  polite  part  of  mankind; 
and  therefore  not  qualified  to  form  the 
manners  of  a  young  nobleman,  or  com- 
municate the  knowledge  of  the  world. 
This  knowledge  (he  comprifes   in  the 
rules  of  yifiting,  the  hiltory  of  the  prc- 
fint  hour,  an  early  intelligence  of  the 
change  of  fa(hions,    an  evtenlivc  ac- 
quaintance with  the  names  and  faces  of 
perfons  of  rank,  and  a  frequent  appear- 
ance in  places  of  reforr. 

All  this  my  pupil  purfucs  with  great 
application.  He  is  twice  a  day  in  the 
^lall,  where  he  (ludies  the  drefs  of  every 
man  fplendid  enough  to  atti-a^l  hi»  no- 
tice,  and  never  comes  home  without 
fome  obfervation  upon  (Iceves,  button - 
holes,  and  embroidery.  At  his  return 
from  the  theatre^  he  can  give  an  ac- 
coimt  of  the  gallantries,  glances,  whif- 
pers,  [miles,  fi^hs,  fliits,  and  blu(hes 
of  every  box,  fo  much  to  his  mother^s 
fatisfafiEion,  that  when  I  attempted  to 
refume  my  chara£(er,  by  enauiring  his 
opinion  ot  the  fentiments  anci  dt^ion  of 
the  tragedy,  (he  at  once  re])rc(red  my 
cxiticirm,  by  telling  mo  that  Jhe  hoped 
hi  did  not  go  to  lofe  his  time  in  attendifig 
fo  tbi  creatures  on  theftage. 

But  his  acutencfs  was  moil  eminently 
Cenallzed  at  the  maf(]ucmde,  where  he 
discovered  his  acquaintance  throuk^h 
their  difguifes,  with  (uch  wonderful  fa- 
cility, as  has  afforded  the  family  an  in- 
cxhaiiftibletopickof  converfation.  £- 
very  new  riutor  is  informed  how  one 
^vat  dttcfted  by  hfs  gait,  and  another 
by  the  Iwing  of  his  arms,  a  third  by 
the  toft  of  his  head,  and  another  by  his 
favourite  phrale;  nor  can  you  doubt  but 
theftperformances  receive  their  jUll  ap- 
tdtuM,  and  a  genius  thus  haftening  to 
mitority  is  promoted  by  every  lit  of 
caitWatioD. 

Such  have  been  his  endeavours,  and 
fhch  hit  aififtanccs,  that  every  ti-acc  of 
liten»rr  yn%  foon  obiifcrated.    Ut  liai 


changed  his  hngu3|re  with  his  drefs, 
and  inftcad  of  endeavouring  at  purity  or 
propriety,  has  no  other  care  than  to 
catch  the  reigning  phrale  and  current 
exclamation,  till  by  copying  whatever 
is  psculiar  i'l  the  talk  of  all  thofe  whoie 
birth  or  fohune  entitle  them  to  imita- 
tion, hi  has  coilec'te.i  every  fafliionable 
baibaril'm  of  the  preibnt  winter,  and 
fpcaks  a  dial.*«51  not  to  he  underllood 
amon^thofc  v/ho  form  their  llylc  by  por- 
ing upon  authof:. 

To  this  cor)i;yu(iiefs  of  i  Jens,  and  fe- 
licity of.lanpfuige,  he  his  joined  fticli 
eas:erners  to  lead  the  convcTlation,  that 
he  is  celebrated  among  the  ladies  as  tlie 
nrettieft  gentleman  that  the  age  can 
boaft  of,  except  that  fome  who  love  to 
talk  thcmfclvcs  think  him  Too  forward^ 
and  others  lament  that,  with  fo  much 
wit  and  knowledge,  he  is  not  taller. 

His  mother  11  liens  to  his  obfervations 
with  her  eyes  fparkling  and  her  heait 
beating,  and  can  fcarcely  contain,  in 
the  mod  numerous  aHcmblies,  the  ex« 
pe5\ations  which  (lie  has  formed  for  his 
future  eminence.  Women,  by  what- 
ever fate,  always  iud^e  abfurdiy  of  the 
intellc£ls  of  boys.  The  vivacity  and 
confidence  which  attraft  female  admi- 
ration, are  feldom  produced  in  the  early 
part  of  life,  but  by  ignoi-ancc  at  leaft, 
if  not  by  ftupidity;  for  they  procted 
nor  from  confidence  of  light,  but  fear- 
leffnefs  of  wrong.  Whoever  has  a 
clear  apprehcnfion,  muft  have  quick  fen- 
fibility,  and  where  he  has  no  fulHcienc 
reafon  to  trufl  his  own  judgincnt,  will 
proceed  with  doubt  and  caution,  becaui'e 
fie  perpetually  dreads  the  dilgrace  of  er- 
ror. The  pain  of  mifcairiagc  is  natu- 
rally proportionate  to  the  dsfrre  of  ex- 
cellencej  and,  therefore,  till  men  aiie 
haidcncd  bv  long  famlliariiy  with  re- 
proach, or  have  attained,  by  frequent 
(trugi^lcs,  the  ait  of  finiprcfnng  their 
emotions,  dIfHJcnce  is  found  the  infe- 
parable  afTociate  of  undertlanding. 

But  fo  little  dillrufl  has  my  pupil  of 
his  own  abilitios,  that  he  has  lor  fome 
time  profcfTed  himfdf  a  wit,  and  tor- 
turer his  imagination  on  all  occafions 
for  burlcfquc  and  jocularity.  How  he 
fupports  a  charaf^o-r  which,  perhaps,  no 
man  e\'cr  affuniLd  v.-lthout  repentance, 
may  be  caGly  conjectured.  Wit,  you 
know,  is  the  uncx peeled  copulation  of 
ideas,  tlie  difcovcry  of  fome  occult  re- 
lation between  im'A^^'c^-  iu  a^^-arxtk^t  t^- 
mott  frQiii  ^:ic^i  o\V«\  a:^  tSvaS^wv^^ 
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wif,  tluTiToiT,  prrfuppofcs  an  scciimM- 
Jation.of  knowltrf;^-;  a  inrmory  itorcd 
with  notions,  which  the  i:-.i:ij>:nni.on 
miy  cuHout  to  cumpon.  new  afTcmhla  jr** . 
Whuicvcr  may  be  the  n:u'u-c  vijjour  nf 
thr-  min:!,  Hie  can  never  fonii  n.r-  combi- 
rj;:tior.sfiomtVv.':(ltM<,  r.s  manychp-n^^-* 
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can  ntvcr  be 


ri:>nafLW  ii!Is.  Ac- 


ciiitnt  miry  ir.-.l-  <..[  for.u times  jtw  ih:cL*  a 
hicky  pnr.»lltl('r  a  ihi'^ing  rontntfij hut 
thLff  j;ifts  of  c!::inrt  -n-  not  frtqiicnr, 
and  he  th.::  h:is  :iothi:v;  i:f  hir.  own,  and 
\\t  conilcmnj  lilinfelf  to  nc^yllefs  cx- 
jxr.LJS,  niiiR  Hvcv.pon  loans  or  theft. 

The  ii;dul;;cnccwli:ch  his  youth  has 
hithtrio  ohtr.inal,  ami  thcrcfpedt  which 
!i:n  lank  feruKS,  have  hitherto  fnpplicil 
the  want  <;f  intclleflual  qn:vHficaiionsi 
anci  he  iinaglr.ts  that  all  admire  who  ap- 
plaud, and  ih;'.t  all  who  laugh  are  plcai- 
cd.  He  therefore  rcturTiR  every  day  to 
the  charge  with  increalc  of  cmirj^;e, 
though  not  of  ftrength,  and  praiSlilcs 
all  the  tricks  by  which  wit  is  counter- 
feited*    He  lays  trains  for  a  <iuibb]e5 


he  contrvf*!  blurii^er*:  for  hi*;  fontmao) 
he  ari;)pts  old  itcrics  to  pielVnt  chanc- 
tcrs;  he  rr»iftakc<  the  qrtfllon,  thatht 
may  rrturn  a  nnart  aniwcr;  he  an'Jet- 
patis  the  nr:;u'ncnr,  tr\»:  hw  miv  {>lau« 
fiblyohJecTj  whrr  he  ha^  iiotking-to re- 
ply, hercjwat^  \]:c  It.\  word?  of  hisan- 
tni^or.ifl:,  then  liys— *  Vo;:r  humble  fer- 
vn,nt,'  and  conciudcs  with  a  laii&hof 
triumph. 

Thefe  nt^ (lakes  I  h?vc  honcftTy  at> 
teW»pted  to  corrc<^t;  but,  what  can  be 
expc (Sled  from  roalbn,  unfuppbrtcd  hf 
fafhion,  fplcndour,  or  authority?  He 
hears  me,  indeed,  or  3p|Kars  to  hear 
me,  but  is  foon  refcu»:d  from  the  bfh:R 
bv  more  pltafmg  avocations;  and  Hiowi, 
ilivcrfions,  and  carcjics,  drive  my  pre. 
ce)>ts  frtJUi  his  i-eineirihrancc. 

lie  at  laft  imagines  hiiiilclf  qualiiiid 
to  enter  the  Nvorld,  nrd  has  met  with 
adventua^s  in  his  finl  fully,  whi'-hl 
fhall  hv  your  i>aptr  communicate  W 
the  publick.         I  am,  Stc, 

EUMATBE5. 
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-NKSCJT  EQ^UO   IIVDIS 


HARF.KE   INGFNUl'S   rH7R, 
Vr-NARI^Ul    TIMETi   LtTDKRE    DOCTIOX 

ttV  GKiECO   JUSEAS   TROCKO, 
SV   MALIS  VSTITA  LEfSXEUS   ALEA. 

NOR  Knows  qui  vouTn,  tv  noblest  raci, 

TOMOUNT   the   MANAC*n  STFED,  OR   UROE  THE  CHACZJ 

MORE   SKILL*!)   IN    THE  MEAN    ARTS  OF  VICE, 
^IIK  VV'HIRLING   T10<)^UE,  OR   L A W-FORBIDDEIV   PICK. 

FlIAIICII. 

WlitnhcfirftfcttWin  London,'hev«tf 
fo  much  bewildered  in  theenormoiu  ex- 
tent of  the  vown,  fo  confounded  byin- 
cellant  noile,  and  crowds,  and  nur- 
iy,ar.iiro  terrified  l»y  iiiral  naurratives  of 


•fo  THE  RAMBLER, 
•TR, 

FAVOURS  of  cvfry   kind    .ire 
dotiblcd   wb.en    they  arc  fpeedily 


conferred,     Th:s  1$  paitieul:ily  true  of  the  aits  of  (harpers,  the  ruddncft  of  ibe 

the  gratification  of    curioLty.  he  tl;at  i)opuLce,    m.:li>;Miiy   of   portcH,   and 

long  dciays  a  llory,  and  ]ufili-;>  his  :ai-  tieivcherv   of  coachmen,    that  be  im 

d«or  to  torineni  himlclf  with  txpo^ia-  M',  aid  to  go  }»fyond  the  door  withoutai 

tion,  wr!I  leldom  be  able  to  rctomptr.le  uit-ndaut,  and  imagined  his  lift  in  dio- 

the  unealmels,  or'etiual  the  hope  which  gcr  if  he  wa;;  obliged  to  paf*  the  ftreeti 

he  fuffcrs  to  be  ruifcd.  ...t  „i.ht  in  uuy  vtiuck  buVhia  mothcr^t 

For  this  rtafon,  I  Iiave  already  fcnt  chair, 
you  the  continuation  of  my  pupils  hif-         lU  was  therefor. :  cjintentcd.  far  a 

tory,    which,    though   it  contains   no  time,  il:at  I  fhould  accompguir  him  in 

events  very  uncommon,  may  be  of  ufe  all  his  cr.curHona.     But  hitto  ahaliA 

^  I'nlT?!  '"^''      °  """^ "/  '""^  "'"^^-^  ^'^^"^  ""^  ^'<^  ^*  ^^  »-««  ^^»1««  wth  kt^ 

to  truft  their  own  pmdcnce,  and  <iuit  jtasi  :uid  the  conUinpt  to  wiMcb  b« 

-  n.  T'!^'^V'''''l''^'r^  ^''^''^^ ^^^'  "•"''  ^^^^^^^^  ^'^V^^*^  Wfewft fudk  of  hm 
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rn   lor.^cr,  obliged  hi  in  to  il'ii- 

Ilia  icmaitiing  tenors. 

d'jfiic  of  liberty  made  him  now 

to  lj)an:  mc  the  tixmblc  of  ob- 
•  his  motions;  but  knoving  how 
,iis  ignorance  cxpolld  him  lo  mif- 
I  thought  it  cruel  to  abandon  him 
:"ort\ii;i*  of  tl'iC  town.  Wc  went 
T  LVCi-y  d~y  to  a  co.TLt-iiouic, 
lie  met  \vli>,  htirs,  and  fops,  iiiiy, 
:it,  and  tliougl.tlt-li.  v.>  himfclf, 
hum  he  hud  b'jconic  :;w\jua*inU-Ll  at 
ibics,  and  whoH)  hcconndcicil  as 
y  bcin;;s  :o  be  envied  or  admired, 
wcrellieii'  topicks  of  conve:  latiun 
i  nwYcr  difcovcrj  for  lb  much  w;^ 
i\acity  d:-}.iel:';d  by  my  inti-ufive 
iiefb,  thiit  tlK*y  fwldom  ;i-.ocealcd 
I  the  exchan^\i.-  of  nodi  and  flsM.i.r,, 
b  j;iin,  or  a  broken  hintj  cxcvpt 
ihcy  cci:J»l  ixiiie,  whik'  I  was 
g  Oil  li.c  papers,  to  a  corner  of 
cm,  w litre  thty  llvnuxl  to  ilif- 
i  their  im:if;inati<»ns,    and   coi-i- 

ventcd  the  luijeiriiiity  of  tl^lr 
:Iinef>  in  a  \kuI  of  hiup.htcr.  When 
ad  iitun.d  thcmftKei  ii/.o  iv:^~ 
:,  I  coiild  ibmetime^ovorhoara  few 
cSj  futii  as — *  Solcnm  lafcal;— 
emical  a:/.-.; — fmoke  ih^;  tutor;— 
pany  for  L;v:itLmenI*  r.nd  other 
I  plirafvs,  by  which  I  did  iwl  fuf- 
f  quiet  to  be  diilurbed,  for  (Iiey 
)rocecded  to  avowei  indi;;nitits, 
ntirnted  themfelvcs  to  murmur  in 

and,  wliencver  I  turned  my  eye 
hem,  rtirunk  into  ftilinci"*^. 
was,  however,  defirous  of  \vi;h- 
ig  from  the  iubjt^ion  wh.eh  he 
not  venture  tf»  break,  and  made 
t  appoiniment  lo  all; It  his  comna- 
in  the  penlaifion  of  a  play.  His 
in  privauly  procured  iiim  a  cat- 
n  which  he  praclifLd  in  a  back- 

fcr  two  hours  in  the  afternoon, 
c  proper  time  a  chair  wa^  called; 
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and  Joiinfon,  played  on  their  catcals 
Ihort  prelude  of  terror,  clamoured  yA\ 
mently  for  tlie  pmlogue,  and  clapp 
with  great  dexterity  at  the  firft  cnti-an 
of  th-j  players. 

Two  fcencs  tlicy  hcaril  without  : 
tempting  intermiitjon;  but  being 
longer  able  to  remain  tlhrir  impatic*nc 
they  then  bc^an  to  exert  ihemK'lves 
groans  and  hirtea,  and  y\\<.\\  th':«r  c? 
cals  with  incefiant  dili.:encc;  fo  tV 
they  were  foon  confvlered  by  the  aui 
tiice  as  dillu:bers  of  the  houi'e,  and  fo: 
W!;o  fat  near  them,  either  provoked 
the  obrtruc^ion  of  their  tntcrialumci 
crdenrous  topref^ive  the  author  from ! 
m.;rti fic.ition of  llclng his  hopes  d^-il lo 
ed  by  cluldj  en,  fnatchcd  away  their  i 
ftrumcnts  of  critic Ifm,  ard  by  the  fc 
fonable  \ibration  of  a  itick,  fubdu 
them  inuantaucoully  to  decency  a 
iilwnce. 

To  cxUiliiraie  therafel\'es  after  t1 
vexatious  dtftat,tluv  ported  to  atavci 
where  thcv  u covered  tliLir  alacrity,  a 
aficr  two  nr.ui  s  of  obftri-pvrou:".  jo!l"i 
bind  DUt  bl;;  '.villi  tv.lerp-.  ./e,  and  p-i 
ii'.p;  for  Ibii'e  cf  ufionsi  lo  fii^nailze  lb 
piowcfs.  Tliey  proceeded  vjcrorou 
ihrougli  tv.-o  ftrcets,  and.  with  very  1 
tlcop;v)f»tion  d i. per iLd  a  rabble  of  dnir. 
ard.-»  Icfs  d  uin^  than  thirmllive'i,  ih 
rolled  twov/atchm^n  :n  the  kennel,  a 
bl  oke  the  whulovvs  of  a  tavern  \:\  whi 
the  fugitives  took  fticliv-r.  Ar  Irdl 
v.i.^  detcrmin.-d  to  marv.h  up  to  a  row 
c!i.iij«s,  and  demoliHi  lliem  for  ft.mdi 
on  tlic  pavement;  the  c'.'.iirmen  i'onr 
a  line  of  batti",  anil  blows  were  c 
ch:m«.';ed  for  a  time  with  equal  rouni 
on  both  ['u\i:<.  Ai  l:ill  the  aM':»Iiai 
wore  ovcrj^owrrrd,  anj  tlie  chnirnn 
wlien  they  knew  rh'rir  e.ipti\r».;;,  broui 
them  iiDiiie  by  r.;:\e. 

The  yo\mg  rciitleman,  ncx*  mos 
ing,  hun;;  his  luiid,  and  wi*;  fo  im 
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ftruftion,  \^or  too  manly  for  reftraint. 
}}ut  his  levity  overcame  this  faUitary 
forrow;  he  began  to  talk  with  his  for- 
mer raptures  of  mafqueradeR,  taverns, 
and  policies;  bluikrcd  when  his  wig  was 
not  combed  with  t-xa^nefs;  and  threat- 
ened dcllru£llon  to  a  tailor  who  had  mif- 
taJccn  his  dircflions  about  the  pocket. 

I  knew  that  he  was  now  rilini;  again 
above  controul,  and  that  this  inflation 
of  fpirits  would  burtl  o>]t  into  Tome  mif- 
ch  ievou  K  'ibfurdl  ty .  1  tliercforc  watched 
^Iniwith  great  atKntiosj  but  oneeyen- 
m'^)  having  attended  his  mother  at  a 
.viSu  Kb  withtjrew  himfclffunfufpe^td, 
vdbuetne  company  was  eneagcd  at  cards. 
His  vivacity  ar.d  oiHciouineis  were  foon 
xniiled,  and  his  return  impatiently  ex- 
.pe-flulj  fupper  was  delayed,  and  ccn- 
vcrCiilon  fufpendedj  every  coach  that 
rattled  through  the  ftrect  was  expecled 
to  lii'ing  him,  and  ;:ve;7  ll-rvant  that  en- 
tered the  room  wa^  examined  concerning 
his  departure.  At  laftthe  ladyretuiTi- 
cd  home,  and  was  with  great  difficulty 
f  rcfcrved  from  fits  by  fpirits  and  cor- 
dials. The  family  was  difpatched  a 
thoufand  ways  without  fuccefs,  and  the 
houfe  was  filled  with  diilra^ion,  till,  as 
we  were  deliberating  what  further  mea- 
fures  to  take,  he  returned  from  a  potty 
gaming-table,  with  his  coat  torn,  and 
nis  head  broken}  without  his  fword, 
fnufF-box,  ileevc-buttons,  and  watch. 
»  Of  this  lofs  or  robbery  he  gave  lit- 
tle account^  but,  inftead  of  finking  into 


THE    RAMBLER, 


his  fonner  (hame,  endeavoured  to  ftf ; 
port  hiinfelf  by  furlinefs  and  a^pcrityf 

<  He  was  not  the  firft  that  had  pla^red 

*  away  a  few  trifles,  mod  of  what  afis 

<  were  birth  and  fortune  if  they  would 

*  not  admit  fome  fallies  and  czpencesr 
His  mamma  was  fa  much  ptxyvoked  by 
the  coft  of  this  prank,  that  ihe  wouM 
neither  palliate  nor  conceal  it}  and  fail 
father,  after  fcnK  threats  of  mfticatioB 
which  hi;*  fendnefs  would  not  fuftrhim 
to  execute*  reduced  the  allowance  of  hii 
pocket,  that  he  might  not  be  tenoied 
by  plenty  to  jprofufion.  Thit-menBd 
would  have  jocceeded  in  a  place  whnt 
there  are  no  panders  to  fially  and  oln- 
vagance,  bvit  was  now  lively  to  haic 
pixiduced  pemieious  confequeoces;  for 
we  have  difcovertti  a  treaty  whh  a  bio- 
ker,  whofo  daughter-he  ieems  dtfpoM 
to  marnr,  on  condition  that  he  (hall  be 
fupplied  with  pxtfeot  money,  forwhidk 
he  is  to  repay  thrice  the  value  at  the  detfh 
of  his  father. 

There  wat  new  no  time  to  be  loft. 
A  domcfticlc  consultation  was  iounedi- 
ately  held,  and  he  was  doomed  t»  piii 
two  years  in  thr  country }  but  Us  mo- 
ther,' touched  with  his  tears,  dadsei, 
thar  (he  thought  Him  too  much  of  a  ma 
to  he  any  lop^i^r  conflned  to  hit  baok| 
and  he  therefore  begins  h»  tnveli  to* 
morrow  under  a  French  gorensor. 
I  am,  fcc. 

EUICATBIS. 


N^CXCVL    SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  1,1752, 

MULTA  7EXUNT  ANN!  VENIBNTZi  eOMMOPA  tSCVK 
MVLTA  KKCSDEMTZS  APIMUWT.  i 

Hot. 

TME  ItVISINCS   riOWING  IN  WITH  Llfl's  FVLL  TlPlf 
SOWN  WITH  OUR  EBB  Of  LirS  DICBBASING  GLXDt* 


BAXTER,  in  the  nanrative  of  his 
ovm  life,  has  enumerated  feveral 
•   opinions,  which,    though   he    thought 
tncm  evident  and  incpnteftable  at  his  nrft 
entrance  into  the  world*  tijnc  and  experi- 
ence difpofed  him  to' change. 

yrhocver  reviews  the  ftateof  his  own 
njind  from  the  dawn  of  maniiood  to  it*s 
fteeliipe,,  and  gonliders  what  he  purfued 
or  dj:eadcd«  flighted  or  eftoemcd  at  dif- 
fcMj  jicri<>ds  of  his  age,  will  have  no 
ithiontQ  imagine  fuch  changes  of  fentU 
ntent  peculiar  to  any  ftatioii  or  cV\aia8ieT. 
JE very  man,  however  cart\cCs  axkd  vMt- 


faxiffcii. 

tentive,  has  conviAioa  foreed  v^MihoBl 
the  le£lures  of  time  obtrude  theaiJBIni 
upon  the  moft  unwilling  or  4i£^«Kd 
auditor;  and,  by  comparing  our  pal 
with  our  preien^  thoiig£ttp  w^perceiie 
that  we  have  changed  our  minds,  thoogh 
perhaps  we  cannot  difcoTer  when  dx  d* 
teration  happened*  or  fcy  what  canfa  it 
was  produced.''  ...    * 

This  revolutioii  of  AwtSfffiHf  oBtfr 
(ions  a  perpetual  ooptafthffwJi:thsaM 
andyounf;.   Tktjn^imtgpKtl^m^ 
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e  notidns  of  thof?  ythoCt  condufl 
iperintend  with  ruperciliournefs 
itempt,  for  want  of  conliderlng 
:  future  and  the  paft  have  ditfcr- 
icAninces;  that  the  dliproportion 
rays  be  great  between  cxpwlation 
joymcnt,  between  new  poflTeflTion 
tictvj  that  the  truth  of  many 
s  of  age,  gives  too  little  plcaAire 
lowed  till  It  is  fcltj  and  that  the 
I  of  life  would  be  ina-eafed  be- 
lli human  power  of  endurance, 
vcre  to  enter  the  world  with  the 
pinions  as  we  carry  from  it. 
naturally  indulge  thofe  ideas  that 
IS.  Hope  wiU  predominate  in 
nindy  till  it  has  been  ru])prelTcd 
xpsent  difappoi fitments.  The 
bin  not  yet  difco/ered  how  many 
x:  continually  hovering  about  us, 
.en  he  is  fetfree  from  the  (hackles 
dplinc,  looks  abroad  into  the 
with  rapture;  he  fees  an  elyfian 

open  before  him,  fo  variegated 
eauty,  and  lb  ftoredwith  pleafurc, 
is  care  is  rather  to  accumulate 
than  to  fhun  evil;  he  (hinds  dif- 
k  by  diflferent  forms  of  delight, 
It  no  other  doubt,  than  which 
3  follow  of  thofc  which  all  lead 
r  to  the  bowers  of  happinel?. 
who  has  foen  only  the  fuperticies 

belieycs  everv  thing  to  be  what 
ar<:,  and  rare{y  ruipc6ls  that  ex- 
fplendor  conceals  any  latent  ioi  - 
•  vexation.  He  never  imagines 
here  may   be   greatnel's  without 

affluence  witliout  content,  jollity 
it  fricndfbip,  aQd*rf>lttuuev.*ithoiit 
He  fancies  himlelf  pLrmittcd  to 
e  blcfTrngs  of  everj'  condiiion,  and 
T  It's  injLonyc^iienciv";  fo  the  idle 
c  ignorant.  He  is  inclined  to  be* 
lo  man  miferabic  but  by  his  own 
and  ieldom  looks  with  much  pity 
failint^  or  mifcarriages,  becauie 
iks  them  willingly  admitted,  qr 
ently  inciured. 

if  hnpoifible,  without  pity  and 
apt,  to  hear  a  youth  of  generous 
tents  and  warili  imagination,  de- 
r  in  the moment  of  opennefs  and 
eiicrhis  defigns  and  expe^a{ion<<; 
Te  lon^-life  is  pdfTible,  he  coniiders 
ocriam,  find  therefore  proraifes 
f  all  the  changes  of  happinefs,  and 
ter  ^tificatioas  for  every  de- 
He  iiy  for  a  time,  to  give  himielf 
f  to  fnAkk  and  diveriioB,  to  ranee 
Bri4  ^  kstr€kfi>£  plcaiurt,  t»^- 


light  every  cys,  to  gam  every  heart,  and 
to  be  celebrated  equally  for  his  pleaf- 
ing  levities  and  folid  attainments,  hit 
deep  refleftions,  and  his  fparkling  re- 
partees. He  then  elevate*  his  views  to 
nobler  enjoyments,  and  fir.ds  all  the 
fcattereil  excellencies  of  the  female  world 
united  in  a  woman,  who  pi-efcrs  his  ad- 
drcfles  to  wealtK  and  tiiles;  he  is  after- 
wards to  engace  in  bufmefs,  to  difTipate 
difl5cu!ty,  andoverpowcr oppodtion ;  to 
climb  by  the  mere  force  of  merit  to  fame 
and  greatnefs;  and  reward  all  thofe  whb 
countenanced  his  rife,  or  paid  due  re- 
gard to  his  early  excellence.  At  laft  he 
will  retire  in  peace  and  hononr;  contraft 
his  views  to  domei^ickpicalures;  form 
the  manne«  of  children  like  himfelf  ^ 
obfcrvc  how  every  ^-ear  expands  die 
beauty  of  his  daughters,  and  liow  hit 
fons  catch  ardour  from  their  father't 
hilloryj  he  will  give  laws  to  the  neigh- 
bourhood; diftate  axioms  to  pofterity; 
and  leave  the  w6rld  an  example  of  wif- 
dom  and  of  happineft. 

With  hope*  1  i  ke  thefe,  he  fat  lies  jocund 
into  life;  to  little  purpofeis  he  told,  that 
the  condition  of  humanity  admits  no 
pure  ami  unmlnglcil  hnppinefs;  that  the 
exuberant  ^^^it-ty  -of  yotith  ends  in  po- 
verty or  difehie;  that  uncommon  auali- 
ficsiions  and  contrarieties  of  excellence^ 
produceenvy equally  wiihapplaufej  that 
whatever''admiration  and  fondnefs  may 
promifc  him,  he  mulk  marry  a  wife  like 
the  wives  of  others,  with  feme  virtues 
and  fonie  faults,  and  be  as  often  dil-' 
gufted  by  her  vicos,  as  d«:lighted  by.hcr 
elegance;  that  if  he  adventures  into  the 
ciicle  of  action,  he  mufl  cxpeft  to  en- 
counkr  men  :ls  artful,  as  daring,  as  refo- 
lure  xs  himiclf;  rhatof hlschildi-en,  foms 
may  be  dct'ornicd,  and  others  vicious; 
fomc may  dllgiacc  him  by  their  follies^ 
fome  offend  him  by  their  infolcncc,  and 
fome  exhaull  him  by  their  profufion. 
He  hears  all  tliis  with  obftinate  incre- 
dulity, and  wonders  by  what  malignity 
old  age  is  influenced,  that  it  cannot  for- 
bear to  All  his  ears  with  prediflions  of 
mifeiy. 

Among  other  pled  (ii:  IT  errors  of  young 
minds,  is  the  opinion  of  their  own  im- 
portance. He  that  lias  not  yet  r^ark- 
ed,  how  little  attention  his  contempo- 
rariet  can  fpare  from  their  own  affairs, 
conceives  all  eyes  turned  upon  hiraielf, 
and  imagines  every  one  that  appxpachea 
him  tol^  an  e^tivvM  eye  %  lc\\icr«i^^  v\ 
admirer  or  ^  Vpv .   tUtJtvwt.loi^  wti^Ast^ 
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his  fame  as  lnvolvv*<l  In  the  event  ofevcry 
atllon.  Many  of  i\\i  virtues  and  vices 
of  youth  proceed  from  this  quick  iLnlb 
of  reputation.  This  it  is  that  gives 
iimmcfs  and  conftancy,  fidelity  and  dil- 
inlereftednels;  and  it  is  tliis  that  kindles 
refentment  for  (light  injuries,  and  dic- 
tates all  the  piinciples  of  fanguinar}' 
honour. 

But  as  time  brings  him  forward  into 
the  world,  he  foons  dilcovors  that  he 
only  fliares  fame  or  reproach  with  in- 
numerable puTnersj  tint  he  is  left  un- 
marked in  the  cbicurity  of  t'le  crowd; 
ind  that  what  he  does,  whether  ixood  or 
bad,  Toon  ^^ives  w.iy  to  new  olvccl'*.  of 
r.p.ird.  li?  th.:n  cjiiiy  fci^  himillf  live 
fin.n  th^  ;::  I'viijs  ot"  rcpu'.ition,  and 
CJiilldeupiaik  oi  cciifaic  a;;  a  tianilcnt 


bi-cath,  which,  whib  he  heirs  it,  is  paf- 
fing  kway,  without  any  lailing  milchicf 
or  advantage. 

In  youth,  it  is  common  to  meafure 
right  and  wrong  b}-  the  opinion  of  iIk 
world,  and  in  age  to  a5t  without  any 
meaiiire  but  intercft,  and  to  iole  (hame 
without  fubrtituting  virtue. 

Such  is  the  condition  of  life,  thzt 
fomediing  is  always  wanting  to  happLufi. 
In  youth  we  have  waim  hopc»  which 
arc  foon  blafted  by  rafhncf*  ?jid  ncgli- 
jjence,  and  gi'cat  dtfi^ns  which  are  de- 
fcaU'd  by  inexperience.  In  age,  wj 
hiv.-  knowledge  and  prudence  widuat 
Iplrit  to  cxcrl,  or  motives  to  pi-umpt 
tliinii  v»v  arc  able  to  plan  fchemcs,aad 
rcj;wiau-  meafmcsj  but  liavc  no:  time 
remaining  to  bri;ig  tl.L^iu  to  coinpleUon* 


N^CXCVII.     TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  4,   1752, 


CUIUS   VwMURIJ   HOC    ERIT   CADAVlR? 


Mart- 


say,  TO  WHAT  VULTURK'i  SHARE  THIS  CARCASE  FALLS? 


TO  THE  rambler; 

SIR, 

IBilon;-  to  an  order  of  mankind,  confi- 
dcrablc  at  Icalt  for  their  number,  to 
which  your  notice  has  never  been  foitn- 
ally  extended,  though  equally  entitled  to 
i-egard  with  1  hofe  trincrs  who  have  hither- 
to fupplied  you  with  topicks  of  amufe- 
mcnt  or  inftniclion.  I  am,  Mr.  Ram- 
bler, a  legacy-hunter;  and  as  ever)- man 
is  willing  to  think  well  of  the  tribe  in 
which  his  name  ir.  regiftereii,  yciu  will 
forgive  my  vanity  if  1  remind  you  that 
ihc  legacy -hunter,  however  dc^^radcd  by 
an  ill -compounded  appellation  in  our 
barbarous  iang\iage,  was  known,  as  I 
am  told,  in  ancient  Rome,  by  the  fono. 
rous  titles  of  Captator  and  H^redipeta. 
My  father  was  an  attoiney  in  the 
counm',v/ho married  his  matter's  daugh- 
ter in  fiopes  of  a  fortune  which  he  did 
pat  obtain,  having  been,  as  he  after- 
wards difcovered,  chofen  by  her  only 
bccaufc  (he  had  no  better  oi^er,  and  wtis 
afraid  of  fervice.  I  was  the  firft  off- 
ipi'ing  of  a  marriage  thus  reciprocally 
fraudulent,  and  therefore  could  not  be 
rxpe£)ecl  lo  inhi  rit  much  di^i^ity  or  gt- 
perofit)',  and  if  I  had  them  not  from 
jnatiire,  was  not  likely  ever  to  attain 
iHciPi  for  in  the  ye^n  w\uc\v  \  (^xvt  ux 


F.  Lewis. 

home,  I  never  heard  any  reafon  for  le- 
tion  or  forbcai*ance,  but  that  wc  (houU 
gain  money  or  lofe  it;  nor  was  taygbt 
any  other  ityle  of  commendation,  thin 
that  Mr.  Sneaker  is  a  warm  man,  Mr. 
Gripe  has  done  his  bufmcfs,  and  needi 
cars  for  nobody. 

My  rarcnts,  though  othenvife  not 
great  philofophers,  knew  the  force  of 
early  education,  and  took  care  that  tht 
blank  of  my  underibmding  (hould  be 
filled  with  impreiTions  of  the  value  of 
money.  My  mother  ufed,  upon  aU  oc- 
cafions,  to  inculcate  (bme  falutai)*  an- 
oms,  fuch  as  might  incite  me  to  it€f 
ivbat  I  bad,  and  get  ivbat  I  could\  fte 
informed  me  that  we  were  in  a  weriii| 
whei-e  all  mufl  imtrb  I  bat  catcb  rot; 
and  as  I  grew  up,  ftored  my  memory 
with  deeper  obfervations;  reltrained  me 
from  the  ufual  puerile  cxpences,  byre- 
marking  that  01/1^  a  little  inadt  M 
mickle\  and,  when  I  envied  the  fineiy 
of  any  of  my  neighbours,  fo!d  ik» 
that  Brag  ttw  a  gavd  dog,  but  HQUSin/t 
tJL'as  a  better, 

I  was  foon  fagaciovs  enough  to  dif- 
covcr  that  I  was  not  bom  to  great  wealths 
and,  having  heard  no  other  name  for 
happincfs,  was  fometimet  inclined  to  n- 
^Vcvt  -^v^ ttt^  condition.    But  my  modw 
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relieved  mc,  by  faying,  that 
as  money  enough  in  the  tamily, 
ivas  good  to  be  of  kin  to  means  j 
had  nothing  to  do  but  to  pleale 
nds,  and  I  mi^jht  come  to  hold 

head  with  the  bcil  Iqiiirc  in  the 

ifp!cndidcxpc6lations  arofc  from 
ance  to  tliree  pcrlbns  of  conli- 
foitunc.  My  inotha*s  aunt  hiid 
\  on  a  lady,  who,  when  flic  <lic(l, 
:d  her  olHciouliitis  and  fiJ.elity 
lai'ge  Icp^acy.  My  father  h.ul  two 
^,  of  whom  one  had  broken  his 
res  and  rm  to  lea,  from  whence, 
I  aUencc  of  thirty  years,  he  re- 
with  ten  th.jtiiand  pouuvlsj  and 
ir  had  lured  an  hcircfs  o\:t  of  a 
',  who  ilyii.g  of  her  ftrlt  child, 
t  him  her  eltite,  on  which  lie 
th'jut  any  other  care  than  to  col- 
rents,  and  prefervc  from  poach* 
ginic  which  he  could  not  kill 

*:  hoarders  of  money  were  vifited 
rtcd  by  all  wlio  lud  any  pittence 
aach  them,  and  received  i)rv:!(:nts 
►mpliments  from  coufnis  who 
:arcely  tell  the  dcLjrcc  of  their  re- 
Biit  we  h;ul  peculiar  adv3nt:?p:cs 
ncouraged  us  to  hope,  that  we 
bv  decree ^  fuppLmt  our  icmjK:- 

Nly  father,  by  his  piofvlfion, 
imklf  neciiT-iry  in  iluir  i:h"iir>i 
failor  and  the  clKvmberriiuid,  he 
1  out  mortj^.i^ts  uiid  JecuriiJLs, 
te  bonds  .ind  <.<)iiir.ieis;  ami  lui 
dhimfclf  to  'Jic  old  woman,  tv ho 
.Huy  lent   an   hundicd    pcur.ds 

coniiii'inpj  him,  by  Inr.iniir,^^ 
It  her  dclitor  v.-.u  on  tht  p<tiiit  of 
Dtcy,  and  poiiiu^;  1")  ».xpuliti»^!if- 

un  ex^curicn,  that  all  thw-  uth'.'r 
s  wre  difi.iudi.l. 
10  fijuiri-  h?  '.va^  :i  kiij«l  of  I^v*w- 
d  had  diilIr.L{uinieJ  himfjlf  in 
x  by  his  i-ddr^-Ts  in  railin;.;  th.* 
lis  i'nflj.y.ili':!i:v  i:i  diilrilTinii  ihj 
nants,  and  hi;  acuti-mfs  in  let- 
:  pariOi  free  fiom  burthenfouic 
nts,  by  fliiftir^  tlicmun'to  ibmc 
trkmcnt. 

krf>  nhu!c  frequent  attendance 
yjiruft  fixjn  ]>r(>duccd  intimacy; 
rcf::  i;a\T  a  claim  to  kindnei'sj  fo 
had  up)>oiCuniiy  to  pra<^Ule  all 
bf  flati'.ry  :ind  Liideaimtnt.  My 

who  luuld    not    liipport  the 

cf  lofin^i  :jriy  rhiii/f,  dctirnii- 
t  all  tU'ii  t L/i .'  J ;7c  ■  /J i  o  u !- 1  ■* e n  - 
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tre  in  me;  snd,  in  the  profecution  of 
htr  fchcmc!>,  took  care  to  inform  mc 
that  nothing  cuft  lefs  tkan  good  ivordr, 
and  that  it  is  comfortable  to  leap  int»  an 
cltarc  v/hich another  hi?  got. 

Sue  trained  mc  by  tht:e  precepts  to 
the  utmrjil  ductility  of  obedience,  anJ 
the  do  I  ell  att^^ntlun  to  profit.  At  an 
asjc  when  otlur  bf:ys  rvre  fj^ortinor  in  tlu 
fields,  or  mminurini;  in  tl^t:  fchiTol,  I 
was  contriving  fomc  nc^vmL'.iio.l  of  pay- 
ing: my  couit  j  inqu'rincr  the  ajt  ot  my 
future  beiK'failorsj  oi*  crjufid-riiij;  how 
I  fliould  employ  tl'.i'ir  Ir^rl.N. 

If  our  eaj%rn*:i.i  iS  money  covdd  hive 
been  fatistied  with  the  pofLiTi^ns  of  any 
one  of  my  relation*!,  iheymi<;ht  perhaps 
have  been  obtiiined;  but  a&  it  was  ini- 
polTible  to  be  alw:iys  prcllnt  with  all 
thicw*,  our  compeiitor"*  w.tc  bufy  to  ef- 
face any  trace  of  afilction  which  we 
might  have  left  l>eh:nd;  and  fmce  t!:cre 
\vaj>  noS  on  any  part,  f.icli  funcilority 
of  merit  as  could  t-nforcj  a  conllant  an  1 
unflii.ken  pr'jtcr;jr.re,  wlio;.vfr  was  the 
l:ill  till!  Hj'.ter^'d  or  4jbligcd,  Ikul,  for  2 
ti;nc,  tlie  :ilVcndant. 

My  rcI:'.tio;^i  maintaiiKd  a  rejnilar 
cxcha.ijie  of  Cju:  •.:•!'%•,  took  c:ui*  to  mifs 
no  occufion  of  coi»J<^i  mto  oi  i  oni^atiu 
laiion,  and  i"":!:  prci"<  nls  a:  ;i:i:.'.l  tintt:.*^ 
but  had  in  :h.i;  hj?i-is  not  iriucii  edi-cid 
for  ovic  uputhva*.  'i^*^  f./ui^n  l(jiiki*J 
wiih  contjinpt  u))ou  th>.'  fquiio  a.i  j 
milk  fop  a;ul  a  laiidman,  who  h->d  live  J 
without  knuwiii;;  the  points  of  tlK'Com- 

ti.if.,  nr  K-.  iji^  any  part  of  to::  woiij 
».\<  liil  the  cou;'.fy-t<»-.vn;  anJwl;:uc\vi 
th  ^  ir...-t,  wtiuid  talk  of  lon<:i:ude  a:.J[ 
l:iiiti.tt.',  muI  c'rcK-^  and  u^pi^ks,  wutild 
ft.uc'.!)  t<.l'  him  :i..-  hour  wlrlijut  !wi:ir 
nictiui*:  i'f  ti;e  h.;n.vi;i  r.nJl  jj;Lridia!i^ 
nt-r  iliv-..  h'.m  the  u.-  v*  vjii:-:!:*  t.\,xecviu^ 
hii  l;;nfjrax.c»  c*l*  liu'  :.Lu-iiio.i  of  ot.lcr 
Ct;Ur.;i:L». 

TUi:  f.pilr.:  CDn^i.lcred  -hp  fji  ior  as  a 
nidv  uncuhivat. d  fivii;:^!.*,  v.iUi  li'.iit 
jnors.-  of  human  lli.tn  iv,-^  i' ni-i,  and  ii«- 
vciLd  liiir.f'.l;  wi'.h  hi;  i;i'o:.u>L\'  o*.  ali 
couuntu  ob;.\:U  and  ?.i:.'.i  ,,  'vh-.n  h; 
could  pj*i'u:.dc  hiui  to  -ro  i.ito  il;v  fi. Id, 
he  a; way-,  cicjvXi,d  li.in  Vj  '.!u:ipo!-nj,.:,k, 
by  lendln<^  him  u#  1.x. I v  ;Vi-  r:,.\r.^  ;:i  irn- 
proiKr  pLc.:;  ar.d  on.i  pu\  jll-'J  ui>^/u 
hini  to  be  [>:civi"tt  at  tl-i  lu;;**,  (^'.Iv^'^^t. 
h.*  mi^htfhowthc  }'.v.nLieir..ii  iio«.  a  U.- 
loi'  fit  upjn  a  hi 
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ney.  The  others  were  indeed  iufficient- 
ly  frugal;  but  the  fquire  could  not  live 
without  dogs  and  horfcs,  and  the  Tailor 
never  fuftcrcd  the  day  to  pafs  but  over 
a  bowl  of  punch,  to  whicn,  a«  he  was 
not  critical  in  the  choice  of  his  comnanVf 
eveiy  man  tvas  welcome  that  coula  roar 
out  a  catch,  or  tell  a  ftor>'. 

All  thcfc,  howe\'cr,  I  was  to  pleafc; 
•B  arduous   taik^    but  wliat  will  not 


youth  and  avarice  undertake*  I  hid  a 
unrefifting  fupplcDefs  of  temper,  andaa 
unfatiable  wilh  for  riches;  I  was  perpe- 
Cually  inlUgaCcd  by  the  ambition  of  dt 
parents,  and  affifbcd  occadonally  by  thetr 
inliru£l'ions.  What  thefe  advantages 
enabled  mc  to  perform,  (haJl  be  told  ia 
the  next  letter  of. 

Yours,  &c. 

CAFTATOt. 


NO  CXCVIII.    SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  8,  1752- 


KIL   MIKI  DAS  ViVCt,    DICIS  POST  FATA  PATVIUMy 
SI  NON  IKSANIS,    SCIS,  MAKO>  q,UID  CUPIAM. 


Makt. 


TOU'VI  TOLD  MF,    MAIO,    WHILST  YOU  LITX, 

•rotJ*D  KOT  A  SINGLE   fEHNY   GIVE, 

BUT  THAT   whene'er  YOlf  CHANCE  TO  DlKy 

YOU*0  LEAVE  A  HANDSOME    LECACYt 

YOU  MUST  BE  MAB   BEYOND  REDBESS, 

ir  MY  NEXT  WISH  YOU  CANNOT  GU£S8» 

F.  LBw}i« 


TO  THE  RAMBLER. 

SIB, 

YOU,  who  muft  have  obfcrvcd  the 
inclination  which  almoft  every 
man,  however  una6live  or  infignlficant, 
difcovers  of  i-cprelcnting  his  life  as  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  extraordinary  events,  will 
not  wonder  that  Captator  thinks  his 
, narrative  important  enough  to  be  conti- 
nued. Nothing  is  more  common  than 
for  thofe  to  tcafe  their  companions  with 
their  hiftory,  who  have  neitner  done  nor 
iuffered  any  thine  that  can  excite  curio- 
fity,  or  afford  inltuiftion. 

As  I  was  taught  to  fliitler  with  the 
lirfteRaysof  ipeech,  and  had  vciy  early 
loft  every  other  paflion  in  the  dciire  oV 
money,  I  btfran  my  purfuit  with  omens 
of  fuccefs;  for  I  divided  im'ofHrioufnci's 
To  judicioufly  among  my  I'clations,  tlint 
I  was  eoually  the  favourlt-j  of  all .  When 
any  of  them  entered  the  door,  I  went  to 
welcome  him  with  raptures  j  when  he 
Went  a%vay,  I  hung  down  my  head, 
and  fometimes  intreatcd  to  go  with 
him  with  fo  mucli  importunity,  that  I 
very  narrowly  efcaped  a  confcnt  which 
I  dreaded  in  my  heart.  When  at  an 
annual  entertainment  they  were  all  to- 
getlier,  I  had  a  harder  talk;  but  plied 
them  fo  impartially  with  carefies,  that 
jione  could  charge  me  with  neglcft;  and 
when  they  were  wuricd  yiixiv  m^  ^ou^* 


nefs  and  civilities,  I  was  always  difhuiM 
with  money  to  buy  plaything!^. 

Life  cannot  be  kept  at  a  ftand;  die 
year<  of  innocence  and  prattle  were  iboii 
at  an  end,  and  other  qualifications  «nt 
nccL  (Tiuy  to  recunimcnd  me  to  contimi- 
ancc  of  kindnefs.  It  luckily  happened 
that  none  of  my  friends  had  hign  no* 
tions  of  book-learning.  The  failar 
hated  to  fee  Ull  boys  fhut  up  in  a  fchool, 
when  they  might  more  properly  be  fe- 
ing  the  world,  and  making  their  for- 
tunes; and  was  of  opinion,  thatvhca 
the  firft  rules  of  arithmctick  were  knowfl, 
all  that  was  neceflary  to  make  a  mm 
complete  might  be  learned  on  Ihip-bconl. 
The  fquire  onljr  inftfted,  that  fo  much 
fcholarfliip  was  indifpenfably  neccffan-f 
as  might  confer  ability  to  draw  a  leite 
and  rcarl  the  court-hands;  and  the  oH 
chanibermaid  declared  loudly  her  con- 
tempt cf  books,  and  her  opinion  that 
they  only  took  the  head  off  the  nuia 
chance. 

To  unite,  as  wdl  at  we  could,  all 
their  fyftems,  I  was  bred  at  home.  Each 
was  taught  to  believcp  that  I  fotkmtd 
his  directions,  and  I  gained  Ixkewiftf  tt 
my  mother  obferved,  this  advantiftf 
that  I  was  always  in  the  way;  (anU 
had  known  many  fafoorite  chAiRi 
fcnt  to  fchooift  or  acadJaniei,  ud  hi' 
gotten. 

Kyi  g::w  Ctttr  to  bt  traAed  10 


; 
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icretiofi,  I  was  often  difpatched 
ai'fous  pretences  to  viiit  my  i>:la- 
ivith  dire£kions  from  my  parents 
ingratiate  my felf,  and  drive  away 
iters. 

IS,  from  my  infancy,  confulered 
(ailor  as  a  promifing  genius,  be- 
[  liked  punch  better  than  wine} 
:ook  care  to  improve  this  prcpof- 
hy  continual  enquiries  about  the 
aav^ation,  the  degree  of  heat  and 

diSrent  climates,  the  profits  of 
and  the  dangers  of  Ihipwreck.  I 
d  the  courage  of  tlie  feanicn,  and 

his  heart  by  importuning  him 
recital  of  his  adventures,  and  a 
f  his  foreigjn  curiofities.  I  iillen- 
1  an  appearance  of  clofe  attention 
ies  which  I  could  already  reiicat, 

the  cbfe  never  failed  to  exprefs 
bluiion  to  vidt  diltant  countries, 
,y  contempt  of  the  cowards  and 

that  fpend  all  their  lives  in  their 
pariih ;  though  I  had  in  i-eality  no 
jf  any  thing  but  money,  nor  ever 
it  Simulations  of  curiofity  or  ar* 
f  adventure,  but  would  content- 
avc  paffed  the  years  of  Neftor  in 
ng  rents,  and  lehding  upon  mort- 

!  fquire  I  was  able  to  pleafe  with 
rpocrify,  for  I  really  thought  it 
It  enough  to  kill  the  game  and 
Some  arts  of  falfehood,  how- 
he  hunger  of  gold  perfuadid  me  to 
'e,  by  which,  though  no  other 
ef  was  produced,  the  purity  of  my 
Its  was  vitiated,  and  the  reverence 
th  gradually  de(h-oyed.  I  Tome- 
pnrchafed  filh,  and  pretended  to 
aught  them*,  I  hired  the  country- 
o  mew  me  partndges,  and  then 
my  uncle  intelligence  of  their 
\  I  learned  the  feats  of  haies  at 
and  difcovcrcd  them  in  the  mom- 
th  a  fagacity  that  railed  the  wonder 
ivy  of  old  fportfmen.  One  only 
A  ion  to  the  advancement  of  my 
tion  I  could  never  fully  furmount; 
;  naturally  a  cowaid,  and  was 
ire  always  left  (hamefully  behind, 
th^  was  a  necefllty  to  leap  a 
,  to  fwim  a  river,  or  force  -  the 
to  their  utmoftfpeed;  butasthefc 
kcies  did  not  fneiiuently  happm,  I 
lined  my  honour  with  fumcient 
if  and  vras  never  left  out  of  a 


?oK 


chambefTDlpd  vras  not  fo  cer- 
,  nor  fo  caBJ/plaUed,  for  iht  had 


no  predominant  paiEon  but  avarice,  and 
was  therefore  cold  and  inaccefTible.  She 
had  no  conception  of  any  vinue  in  a  • 
young  man  but  that  of  faving  his  mo- 
ney. When  (he  heard  of  my  exploits 
in  tlie  field,  ihe  would  fhake  her  head» 
inquire  how  much  I  Hiould  be  the  richer 
for  all  my  performances,  and  lament  tha( 
fuch  fums  (hould  be  fpent  upon  dogt 
and  horfes .  If  the  failor  told  her  of  my 
inclination  to  travel,  (he  was  furc  ther^ 
was  no  place  like  England,  and  could 
not  imagine  why  any  man  that  can  live 
in  his  own  country  (hould  leave  it.  Thif 
fullen  and  frigid  being  I  found  meant 
however  to  propitiate  by  frequent  com- 
mendations of  ihigality,  and  perpetual 
care  to  avoid  expence. 

From  the  failor  was  our  firft  and  moft 
confiderable  expectation ;  for  he  was 
richer  than  the  chambermaid,  and  older 
than  the  fquire.  He  was  fo  awkward 
and  ba<hnil  aBU>ng  women,  that  we 
concluded  him  fecurc  from  matrimony; 
and  the  noify  fondnefs  ysrith  which  ne 
uled  to  welcome  me  to  his  houfe,  made 
us  iniigine  that  he  would  look  out  for 
no  other  heir,  and  that  wc  had  nothing 
to  do  but  wait  patiently  for  his  death* 
But  in  the  midft  of  our  triumph,  my 
uncle  faluted  us  one  morning  with  a 
cry  of  tmnfpiH  t,  and  clapping  his  hand 
hard  on  my  (houkicr,  told  me,  I  was  a 
happy  fellow  to  have  a  friend  like  him  m 
the  world,  for  he  came  to  fit  mc  out  for 
a  voyage  with  one  of  his  old  acquaint- 
ances. I  tmncd  pale  and  trembled; 
my  father  told  him,  that  he  believed  my 
conftitution  not  fitted  to  the  fea;  and 
my  mother  buriling  into  tears,  cried  oi2t» 
that  tier  heart  would  break  if  (lie  loll 
me.  All  this  had  no  effe^;  the  failnr 
was  wholly  infufccptive  of  the  fofier  paN 
fions,  and,  without  regard  to 'tears  or  ar- 
guments, perfifled  in  his  refolution  to 
make  me  a  man. 

We  were  obliged  to  comply  in  ap- 
pearance, and  preparations  were  accord- 
mgly  made.  1  took  bnve  of  my  friends 
with  great  alacrity,  proclaimed  the  b^ 
neficencc  of  my  uflcie  with  the  highell 
(drains  of  gratitude,  and  i-ejoiccd  at  t^a 
opportunity  now  put  into  my  hands  of 
gratifying  my  thirlt  of  knowlc<lfifc.  But 
a  week  before  iht  dxy  appointed  for  my 
departure,  I  fifll  Tick  bv  my  mother's  di<* 
rcaion,  and  refined  all  food  but  what  (he 
privatclv  brought  mcj  whenever  my 
uncle  vifitcd  me  I  N(rasVe.Vv»^Oi;.«n  ^o 
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to,tilk  inecffkntl^r  of  travel  and  mer- 
chandixe.  The  room  was  kept  dark; 
the  table  was  filled  with  vials  and  galli- 
pots; my  motherwas  with  difficulty  per- 
luaded  not  to  endanger  her  life  with 
ino^umal  attendance;  my  father  lament- 
ed the  loft  of  the  profits  of  the  voyage; 
and  fuch  fuperfluity  of  artifices  was  em- 
ployed, as  perhaps  might  have  difco- 
▼ered  the  cheat  to  a  man  of  penetration. 
But  the  failor,  unacquainted  with  fiih- 
tilties  and  ftratagems,  was  eafily  delud- 
ed; and  as  the  fhip  could  not  (lay  for  my 
recovery,  fold  the  cargo,  and  left  me  to 
re-eftablifh  my  health  at  leifure. 

I  was  fent  to  regain  my  flefh  in  a 
purer  air,  left  it  (hould  appear  never  to 
have  been  wafted,  and  in  two  months 
returned  to  deplore  my  difappointment. 
My  uncle  pitied  my  dejeflion,  and  bid 
me  prepare  nryfelf  againft  next  year,  for 
no  land-lubbo'ftiould  touch  his  money. 
A  reprieve  however  was  obtained,  and 
perhaps  fome  new  ftratagem  might  have 
lueceeeded  another  fpring;  but  my  uncle 
unhappily  made  amorous  advances  to 
my  mother's  maid,  who,  to  promotfe  io 
advantageous  a  match,  difcovered  the 
ftcret,  with  which  only  ihe  had  been  in- 
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trufted.  He  dormedy  and  nved,  nd 
declaring  that  be  would  have  honof 
his  own,  and  not  give  his  fubftancet* 
cheats  and  cowards,  married  the  rirl  n 
two  days,  and  has  now  four  children. 

Cowardice  is  always  fcomed,  and  de- 
ceit univerfally  detefted.  I  found  or 
friends,  if  not  wholly  alienated,  at  kali 
cooled  in  their  affe£lion;  the  fauiic, 
though  he  did  not  wholly  difcard  me, 
was  lefs  fond,  and  often  inquired  wfaea 
I  would  go  to  fea.  I  was  obliged  ts 
bear  his  infults,  and  endeavoured  to 
rekindle  his  kindncfs  by  afllduityand 
refpe6^;  but  all  my  care  was  vain;  In 
dira  without  a  will,  and  the  eftate  de- 
volved to  the  legal  heir. 

Thus  has  the  folly  of  my  parenti 
condemned  me  to  fpend  in  flattery  and 
attendance  thofe  years  in  which  I  mi^ 
have  been  qualified  to  place  my(elf  above 
hope  or  fear.  I  am  arrived  at  manhood 
without  any  ufeful  art  or  generous  fcn- 
timent;  and,  if  the  old  woman  ihoold 
likewife  at  laft  deceive  me,  am  in  dan- 
ger at  once  of  beggaiy  and  ignorance. 
I  am,  &c. 

Caftatoe. 


N?  CXCIX.    TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  ii,  1752. 

DZCOLOR,   OBSCURUS,  VILIS,   NGN  ILLE  REPKXAM 
CESARIEM  RECUM,    NEC  CANDIDA  VIRGINIS  ORNAT 
COLLA,    NEC    INSIGNI  SPLENDET  PER   CINGULA  MORSUJ 
SED  NOVA  81  NIGRI  VIDEAS  MIRACULA  8AXI, 
TUNC   8UPERAT  PULCHROS    CULTUS,   ET  qVICQUID  E0I8 
INDUS  LITTORIBUS  RUBRA  8CRUTATUR   IN   ALGA. 

Clavdiaxis* 

OBSCURE,   UNPRIS*D,  AND  PARK,  THE  MAGNET  LIZSp 
NOR   LURES  THE  SEARCH  OP   AVARICIOUS  XVESy 
NOR  BINDS  THE  NECK,    NOR  5PARKLES  IN   THE  HAIBy 
NOR  DIGNIPIES  THE  GREAT,  NOR   DECKS  THE  FAIR. 
BUT  SEARCH  THE  WONDERS  OP  THE  DUSKY  STONXp 
AND  OWN  ALL  GLORIES  OP   THE  MINE  OUTDONB, 
BACH  GRACE  OP   PORM,    EACH  ORNAMENT  OP  STATBp 
THAT  DECKS  THE  FAIR,    OR  DIGNIFIES  THE  GREAT. 


TO  THE  RAMBLIR. 
sit, 

THOUGH  you  have  feldom  di- 
gnflled  from  moral  fubje6^^,  I 
liippofe  you  are  not  fo  rigorous  or  cyni- 
cal as  to  deny  the  value  or  ufefulnefs  of 
natural  philolbphy;  or  to  have  lived  in 
this  age  of  inquiry  and  experiment,  with- 
cut  siny  attention  to  the  wonders  ever} 
djy  /jruluced  by  the  yoV.cr&  oC  nva^;cwt* 


tifm  and  the  wheels  of  eleftricity.  Ai 
leaft,  I  may  be  allowed  to  hc^tliat, 
fince  nothing  is  more  contraiy  to  nonl 
excellence  t^n  envy,  you  will  not  icfiift 
to  promote  the  happinefa  of  odioif 
merely  becaufe  you  cannot  ptitakf  i 
their  enjoyments. 

In  conhdence,  therefore,  tfaityoor^* 
norance  has  not  made  you  an  enenjt^ 
boowled^^  I  offier  you  the  hooovof 
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>t,  who  having  long  laboured  for 
lefit  of  mankind,  is  not  willing, 
•o  many  of  his  prcdcceflbrs,  to 
I  his  fccrets  in  the  grave, 
ly  have  fignalized  thcmlclves  by 
g;  their  eftates  in  ciiiciblcs.  I 
>m  to  no  fortune,  arid  therefore 
ly  my  mind  and  body  to  devote  to 
Klgc,  and  the  gratitijde  of  poftc- 
ill  atteil,  that  neither  mind  nor 
have  been  fpared.  I  have  fat 
weeks  without  fleep  by  the  fide 
thanor,  to  watch  the  moment  of 
ion;  I  have  made  the  firft  expe- 
in  nineteen  diving  engines  of  new 
iflion;  I  have  fallen  eleven  times 
[efs  under  the  Hiock  of  ele6lncity; 
twice  didocatcd  my  limbs,  and 
ra£lured  my  (kull,  in  elTaying  to 
id  four  times  endangered  my  life 
bmitting  to   the   transfuHon  of 

the  firft  pciiod  of  my  ftudics,  I 
i  the  powers  of  my  body  moiT 
hofe  of  my  mind,  and  was  not 
It  hopes  that  fame  might  be  pur- 

by  a  few  broken  bones  witnout 
il  of  thinking}  but  having  been 
cd  by  fome  violent  experiments, 
inftramed  to  confine  myfelf  to  my 
,  I  paffed  fix  and  thirty  years  in 
,ng  the  treafures  of  ancient  wif- 
but  am  at  laft  amply  recompenfed 

my  perfevcrance. 
:  curiofity  of  the  prefent  race  of 
iphcrs  having  been  long  excrcifed 
ilcftricity,  has  been  lately  tranf- 
i  to  magnetifm ;  the  qualities  of 
idftone  have  been  inveftigateJ,  if 
4th  much  advantage,  yet  with 
;pplaufe;  and  as  the  nigheft  praife 

is  to  imitate  nature,  I  hope  no 
^ili  think  the  makers  of  artificial 
rtt  celebrated  or  reverenced  above 
eferts. 
.ve  for  fome  time  employed  m3rfclf 

fame  pra6lice,  but  with  deeper 
edge  and  more  extenfive  views. 

my  contemporaries  were  touch- 
Hlles  and  railing  weights, or  bufy- 
emfelves  with  inclination  and  va- 
I9  I  have  been  examining  thofe 
et  of  magnetifm  which  may  be 
1  to  the  accommodation  and  hap- 

<tf  common  life.  I  have  left  to 
MT  underftandingf  the  care  of  con- 
g  the  failor  through  the  hazards 
ocean,  and  referved  to  myfelf  the 
iifficult  and  illuftrious  province  of 
ring  the  connubial  compa^  from 


violation,  and  fetting  mankind  free  for 
ever  from  the  danger  of  fuppofititious 
children,  and  the  torments  of  fruitlds 
vigilance  and  anxious  fufpicion. 

To  defraud  any  man  ot  his  due  praUe 
is  unworthy  of  a  philofopher;  I  (hall 
therefore  openly  confefs,  that  I  owe  the 
firft  hint  ot  this  ineftimable  iecret  to  the 
Rabbi  Abraham  Ben  Hannafe,  who,  in 
his  treatife  of  precious  ftonet,  ha«  left 
this  account  ot  the  magnet:  KtrOKVitpny 
&c.     *  Thecalamita,  or  loadftone  that 

*  attrafts  iron,  produces  many  bad  fto- 

*  tafies  in  man.     Women  fly  from  this 

*  ftone.      If  therefore  any  huiband  be 

*  difturbed  with  jealoufy,  and  fear  left 
'  his  wife  conveifes  witn  other  men,  let 

*  him  lay  this  ftone  upon  her  while  ihe 

*  is  aflcep.      If  flie  be  pure,  (he  will, 

*  when  (he  wakes,  cla(p  her  hu(band 

*  fondly  in  her  arms;  but  if(he  be  guilty, 

*  (he  will  fall  out  of  bed,  and  run  away.* 
When  firft  I  read  this  wonderful  paf- 

{:\gCy  I  could  not  eafily  conceive  why  it 
had  remained  hitherto  unregarded  in 
fuch  a  zealous  competition  for  magneti- 
cal  fame.  It  would  furely  be  unjuft  to 
fufpe6t  that  any  of  the  candidates  are 
ftrangers  to  the  name  or  works  af  Rabbi 
Abraham,  or  to  conclude,  from  a  late 
edift  of  the  royal  fociety  in  favour  cif 
the  Englifti  language,  that  philosophy 
and  literature  are  no  loseer  to  a^  in 
concert.  Yet,  how  (hould  a  quality  fo  . 
ufeful  efcape  promulgation  but  by  the 
obfcurity  of  the  language  in  which  jt 
was  delivered  ?  Why  are  footmen  and 
chambermaids  paid  on  every  fide  for 
keeping  fecrets  which  no  caution  nor  ex* 
pencccould  fccure  fi-om  the  all-penetnt- 
ing  magnet?  Or,  why  are  lo  man^ 
witneftl-s  fummoned,  and  fo  many  arti- 
fices  praflifcc^  to  difcover  what  &  eafy 
an  experiment  would  infallibly  reveal  ? 

Full  of  this  perplexity,  I  read  the 
lines  of  Abraham  to  a  friend,  who  ad- 
vifed  me  not  to  expofc  my  life  by  a  mad 
indulgence  of  the  love  of  fame;  he  warned 
me  by  the  fate  of  On>heus,  that  know*    ' 
ledge  or  genius  could  give  no  protection 
to  the  invader  of  female  prerogatives;  , 
afiiired  me  that  neither  the  armour  of 
Achilles,  nor  the  antidote  of  Mithri* 
dates,  would  be  able  to  preienre  me;  and 
counfelled  me,  if  I  could  not  live  with* 
out  renown,  to  attempt  the  acquifition 
of  univerfal  empire,  in  which  the  honour . 
would  perhaps  t>e  equalr^nd  the  danger 
certainly  be  lefs. 

I,  \  ibUvajN  &>)dyetwx^  xRt»n^^«3^  ^s^       •; 
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much  knowledge  of  the  world,  but  am 
unwilling  to  think  it  fo  generally  cor- 
rupt, as  that  a  fcheme  for  the  deteRion 
of  incontinence  (hould  bring  anv  danger 
upon  it's  inventor.  My  friend  has  in- 
deed told  me,  that  all  the  women  will 
be  my  enemies,  and  that  however  I  ftat- 
ter  myfclf  with  hopes  of  defence  fiDm 
the  men,  I  iliall  certainly  find  myfclf 
deferted  in  the  hour  of  danger.  Of  the 
young  men,  faidlic,  fomewill  be  afraid 
of  (baring  the  dilgrace  of  their  mother*?, 
and  fome  the  danger  of  their  millrcflesj 
of  thofe  who  are  manicd,  part  are  al- 
ready convinced  of  the  falfehoixl  of  their 
wives,  and  part  (hut  their  e^'cs  to  avoid 
convi6^ion  j  few  ever  fought  for  virtue  in 
marriage,  and  therefore  few  will  try 
whether  they  have  found  it.  Almoll 
every  man  is  carclefs  or  timorous,  and 
to  truft  is  eaiier  and  fafcr  than  to  exa- 
mine. 

Thefe  obfcrvations  difcoui*ar;e<i  me  till 
I  began  to  confider  whit  reception  I  was 
likely  to  find  among  the  ladies,  whom 
J  have  i-eviewcd  under  the  three  claflesof 
maids,  wives,  and  widows,  and  cannot 
but  hope  that  I  may  obtain  fome  coun- 
tenance among  tnem.  The  fmp:Ie 
ladies  I  fuppofe  univsrfally  ready  to  pa- 
tronize my  method,  by  whirh  connubial 
wickcdnels  may  he  dctc6)etl,  fmce  no 
woman  marries  with  a  nrcvious  deliirn  to 
be  unfaithful  to  her  hulband.  And  to 
keep  them  itcady  in  my  caufc,  I  promiie 
never  to  fell  one  of  my  macjncts  to  a 
man  who  Iteals  a  gin  from  Ichool;  mar- 
ries a  woman  forty  years  younger  th:m 
himfelf)  or  employs  the  authority  of 
parents  to  obtain  a  wife  without  her  own 
conient. 

Among  the  married  ladies,  notwith- 
ftandin^  the  infmuations  of  flandcr,  I 
yet  refolve  \o  believe,  that  the  greater 
part.arc  my  friends,  and  am  atleafl  con- 
vinced, that  they  who  demand  the  teft, 
and  appear  on  my  fide,  will  fupply,  by 
their  ijiirit,  the  deficiency  of  tbcu*  num- 
bers, and  ih.it  their  enemies  will  flirink 
and  ouakc  at  the  fight  of  a  magnet,  as 
the  flaves  of  Scythia  fled  from  the 
kourge. 

The  widows  will  be  confederated  in 
my  favour  by  their  curlofity,  if  not  by 
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their  virtue;  fqr  it  may  be  obferved,  thit 
women  who  have  outlived  their  hul- 
bar.ils,  always  th'nk  ihcmillvefientiLlrtl 
to  fuperiniend  the  ciinilnft  of  youT.5 
wives  J  and  as  they  nrc  thcmi'eivrs  in  no 
danger  from  this  mar;;nctick  trill,  I  (bill 
expcft  them  to  be  eminently  and  ur.aai- 
moully  zealous  in  recommending  it. 

With  ihcfc  hojMJs  1  (hall,  in  a  lliort 
rime,  offer  to  falc  nin^.eis  armed  wi:li  a 
particular  metnll'ck.  comjiofitioji,  whlrli 
concentrates  their  virtue,  and  detcr.ninci 
their  agency.  It  is  known  that  the  cS- 
cacy  of  tV.e  magnet,  in  common  opera- 
tions, depends  much  upon  it's  amniurp, 
and  it  cannot  be  imiigint-d  that  a  (lone, 
naked  or  cafed  only  in  the  common  man- 
ner, will  dilcovcr  the  virtues  afcnbed 
to  it  by  Rabbi  Abraham.  'I>.e  lectTt 
of  this  metal  I  fliall  carefully  conceit, 
and  therefore  am  not  afraid  of  imita- 
tators,  nor  rtiall  trouble  the  offices  v.-.th 
folicitation  for  a  patent. 

I  Jhall  fell  them  of  different  hzcs,  and 
various  degrees  of  l^rensjih.  I  have 
fome  of  a  bulk  proper  to  bj  hung  at  the 
bed's  head,  as  fcarc -crows,  and  fomefo 
fmall  that  they  may  be  eafily  concealed. 
Some  I  have  ground  intc  oval  forms » 
be  hung  at  watches^  and  fome,  for  the 
curious,  I  have  ftt  in  wcdding-ringSi 
that  Indies  may  never  want  an  attcftation 
of  their  innocence.  Some  I  can  pro- 
duce Co  flutitrifh  and  inert,  that  they  will 
not  acl  before  the  third  failure;  and 
others  fo  vigorous  and  animated,  that 
they  exert  their  influence  againft  unlaw- 
ful  wiflies,  if  they  have  been  willingly 
and  deliberately  indulged.  As  it  is  my 
pra£lice  honeftly  to  tell  my  cuftomen 
the  properties  of  my  magnets,  I  can 
judge  by  their  choice  of  the  delicacy  of 
their  fenriments.  Many  have  been  con- 
tented to  fpare  coft  by  purchafing  only 
the  I o weft  dceiee  of  cfHcacy,  and  aU 
have  ft artcd  with  terror  from  dioic  which 
opei-ate  upon  the  thoughts.  One  young 
laily  only  fitted  on  a  ring  of  the  mong- 
eft  ener^'v,  and  declared  that  (be  iicani- 
ed  to  feparatc  her  wifliea  from  her  aftif 
or  allow  herfclf  to  think  what  (he  «a 
forbidden  to  praAKe,    I  am,  &c. 

HtKMETICVI. 

K«CC. 
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N»  CC.    SATURDAY,  'FEBRUARY  15,  175*, 

ySMO  PETIT  MOOICIS  quA  MlTTIBANTUl  AMICIS 
A  SZNKCA,    q,UA   VISOBONUSy    q^U«  COTTA  S«)LI»A'f 
LARGlKIf    NEMPE   ET   TlTULlS  ET    PASC1BU8  OLIM 
MAJOR    HAKCBATUR    DONANDI  GLORIA}    SOI.UM 
roSClMUS  UT    COENBS   CIVILITERJ    HOC  PACKy    «T  E«TO 
SSTOi   UT  NUNC   MULTI,  DIVES    TXBIy    PAUPER  AMICIS. 


1«0  MAN  EXPFCTS  (POR  WHO  80  MUCH   A  tOT 

WH»   HAS   THE  TIMES    HE   LIVES  IN  SO  PORGOT  }) 

WHAT  SENECA, ^HAT    PISO  US'D  TO  SEND, 

TO  RAISE,  OR    ro  SUPPORT  A   SINKING    PRIEND. 

THOSE  COOLIKK   MEN,  TO  "WANTING  VIRTUS  KIND, 

BOUNTY  WELL   PLAC'd,    PREPERR'D,  AND   WELL    DESIGN*Dy 

TO  ALL   THEIR  TITLES,    ALL   THATHEIGHT  OP  POWR, 

WHICH  TURNS  THE  BRAINSOP    FOOLS,  AND   POOLS  ALONt  ADOKJt* 

WHEN  YOUR   POOR  CLIENT  IS  CONDEMN  0    t'  ATTEND, 

'tis  ALL  WEASK,  RECEIVE   HIM   AS  A  PRIEND: 

descend  to  this,  and  then  we  ask  no  more} 
llcb  to  yourself}  to  all  beside  be  poob. 

Bowles. 
TO    THE    RAMBLER, 


MB.  BAMBLER, 

'UCH  18  the  tcndernefs  or  infirmity 
'  of  many  minds,  that  when  any  af- 
•^lon  oppreflTes  them,  they  have  imme- 
itc  recourfc  to  lamenjation  and  com- 
int,  which,  though  it  can  only  be 
owed  reafonable  when  evils  admit  of 
oedy,  and  then  only  when  addrefled 
theft  ftx)m  whom  the  remedy  is  cx- 
fledf  yet  Teems  even  in  hopclefs  and 
urable  diib-efles  to  be  natural,-  fince 
lie  by  whom  it  is  not  indulged,  ima- 
lethat  they  give  a  proof  of  extraordi- 
y  fortitude  by  lupDrcfiing  it. 
I  am  one  of  thole  who,  with  the 
acho  of  Cervantes,  leave  to  higher 
irafters  the  merit  of  fuffering  in  (i- 
ce»  and  g^ive  vent  without  fcruple  to 
f  (brrow  that  fwells  in  my  heart.  It 
dierefore  to  me  a  fevere  aggravation^ 
a  calamity,  when  it  is  fuch  as  in  the 
nnion  opinion  will  not  juftify  the 
ifinty  of  exclamation,  or  fupport  the 
pmxuty  of  vocal  grief.  Yet  many 
lot  are  incident  to  a  man  of  delicacy, 
lick  the  unfeeling  world  cannot  be 
rtoded  to  pity,  and  which,  when  they 
{  fepinuted  mrni  their  oeculiar  and 
rfiMial  circumftances,  will  nev«r  be 
iliidterMl  as  important  enough  to  claim 
ratioB,  or  deiervc  redreft. 
Of  this  lund  will  sqipear  to  ^rofs  and 
\fpBr  apprtbenfiont ,  me  mifenes  which 
ndvnd  bi  a  morning  vifit  to  ProTpero, 


^roje£^,  and  too  much  intoxicated  hf 
fudden  elevation,  or  too  little  ppliilie4 
by  thought  and  converfation,  to  tnjof 
his  prefcnt  fortune  with  elegance  and 
decency. 

We  fet  out  in  the  vworld  together^  and 
for  a  long  time  mutually  amded  each 
other  in  our  exigencies,  as  either  bap* 
pened  to  have  money  or  influence  be*  , 
yond  his  immediate  necefTities.  Yon 
know  that  nothing  generally  endears 
men  fo  much  as  participation  of  dangeta 
and  misfortunes }  I  therefore  always  con- 
fidercd  Profpero  as  united  with  me  in  the 
(Irongeft  league  of  lundnefs,  and  ima- 
gined that  our  friendihip  was  only  to  be 
broken  by  the  hand  of  death.  I  felt  at 
his  fudden  ibootof  fucccfs  an  honeft  wni. 
difmtererted  joyj  but  as  I  want  no  part 
of  his  fuperfluities,  am  not  willing  m 
defcend  from  that  equality  in  which  we 
hitherto  have  lived. 

Our  intimacy  was  regarded  by  me  aa 
a  difpenfation  from  ceremonial  vi(i(t| 
and  it  was  fo  long  before  I  iiiw  him  ac 
his  new  houfe,  that  he  gently  complain- 
ed of  my  negled,  and  obbged  me  to 
come  on  a  day  appointed.  I  kept  mf 
promife,  but  found  that  the  impatience 
of  my  friend  arofe  not  from  any  define 
to  communicate  his  happinefs,  but  to  en- 
joy his  fuperiority. 

When  I  told  mv  name  at  the  door,  die 
footman  went  to  ice  if  his  mafter  wat«t 
home,  and,  by  tbe  Ux^tftSt  ^"l  Nha  y%> 
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time  was  taken  to  ddibcnte.  He  then 
informed  me,  that  PiXjfpero  defii-ed  my 
company,  and  (liowcd  theilaircafc  care- 
fully fecured  by  mats  from  thcjwlhilion 
of  my  feet.  The  beft  apartments  were 
oftentatioufly  let  open,  th:jt  I  m:j;ht 
have  a  dillant  view  of  the  magnificence 
Mrhich  I  wns  not  jxrnnittcd  to  apnroith; 
and  my  old  friend  receiving  me  with  all 
the  infolence  of  conclelcenfjon  at  \h>:  top 
of  ihc  ftairs,  condm^jd  me  to  n  lv.i'-k 
room,  where  he  told  mc  hs  :iKv?.ys 
brcakfafted  when  he  had  noi  great  com- 
pany. 

On  the  floor  where  wc  fat  lay  a  car- 
pet covered  with  a  cloth,  of  which  Pro-  * 
Jpero  ordtred  his  Tli vant  to  lift  up  a 
comer,  that  I  mif;ht  contemplate  the 
brightnefs  of  the  colours,  and  the  ele- 
gance of  the  texture,  and  afkcd  me  whe- 
ther 1  had  ever  leen  any  thing  fo  fine  I^e- 
fore.  I  did  not  gratify  his  folly  with 
any  outcries  of  adniinition,  but  coldly 
batlethc  foctman  let  down  the  clcth. 

We  then  fat  down,  and  I  began  to 
bope  that  pride  was  gluittd  with  ptrrfi*- 
cution,  when  Profpero  deli  red  thiit  I 
would  give  the  fervant  leave  to  r^diull^  ih.c 
cover  of  my  chair,  which  waR  lllpt  a 
little  afide  to  Ihow  the  damalk;  he  in- 
formed mc  that  he  had  bcfpokc  ordinary 
chairs  for  common  ufc,  but  had  been 
difapnointed  by  his  ti-adcfmcn.  I  juit 
the  chair  afide  with  my  foot,  and  drew 
another  fo  hallily,  thra  I  was  entreated 
not  to  rumple  the  carpet. 

Breakfail  was  at  lall  fet,  and  as  I  was  -f 
not  willing  to  indulge  the  pecvilhncfs 
that  began  to  ftize  me,  I  commended 
the  tea;  Profp'jro  then  told  me,  thit  an- 
other time  I  fhould  talte  his  finc(t  fort, 
but  that  he  had  only  a  very  fmall  quan- 
tity remaining,  and  referred  it  for  thofe 
whom  he  thought  himfelf  obliged  to 
treat  with  paiiiciilar  rclpe<^h 

Whilf  wl"  were  converfing  upon  fiich 
fubjeits  as  imagination  happtntd  to  fug- 
jyeft,  he  frequently  digrcfled  intodircc- 
lions  to  the  firvant  lhatwailed,ormade 
a  flfght  enquiry  after  the  jeweller  or  fil- 
vcilhiith}  and  once,  as  I  was  purfuing 
tn  arguni<:nt  with  fome  degree  of  cai'- 
neftnefs,  he  tlartcd  fromhis  pofiure  of  at- 
tention, and  ordered,  that  if  Lord  Lofty 
called  on  him  that  morning,  he  Ihould 
be  fhewn  into  the  belt  parlour. 

My  patience  was  not  yet  wholly  fub- 
dued.  I  was  willing  to  promote  his 
/atjsfa^tron,  and  therefore  obfervvA,  \V\?it 
the  figures  en  tlie  china  weit  cnur^ovtV^ 


pretty.  Prof}iero  had  now  an  opportu- 
nity of  calling  for  his  Diiefden  chiia, 
'  \Vhich,'  fays  he,  *  I  always  ailbciate 
'  with  my  chafed  tea-kettle.'  The  cups 
were  brought;  I  once  rcfolved  notto  haie 
locjkcvi  upon  them,  but  my  curiofity  pre- 
vaile.i.  When  I  had  examined  them  a 
litile,  Profpero  defircd  me  to  fet  them 
down,  for  they  who  were  accuilomni 
only  to  common  difhcs,  feldom handled 
china  with  mAich  care.  You  will,  I 
h<  pc,  coiu!:v.nd  n;y  philofophy,  when  I 
tell  you  that  1  did  not  dalh  his  baublet 
to  the  ground. 

He  was  now  fo  much  elevated  with 
his  own  greatnefs,  that  he  thcuebt 
fome  humility  neceffiiry  to  avert  t-K 
glance  of  envy,  and  thertfore  toid  vr.*, 
with  an  air  of  foft  compcifurc,  ih-:  I 
was  not  to  cttimatc  life  by  external  atv- 
pcarance,  that  all  thcle  fhining  acqA^il;- 
tions  had  added  little  to  his  happ^r.-ls, 
that  he  ftill  remembered  with  pLaUiie 
the  days  in  which  he  and.  I  were  up^n 
the  level,  and  had  cficn,  in  the  moment 
ofrcilc-^iion,  been  dcubtful,  whether  he 
fhould  lofe  much  by  changing  his  con- 
dition for  mine. 

I  began  now  to  be  afraii'.  left  his  jiridc 
fhotild,  by  filcncc  and  fubmiifion,  ht 
eniSolcientrd  to  infults  that  could  hoc 
cafily  be  home,  and  therefore  coolly  con- 
sidered, how  I  fhould  reprefs  it  Wthcut 
fuch  bittemefs  of  reproof  as  I  was  vrt 
unwilling  to  ufe.  But  he  intemipteJ 
my  meditation,  by  afkihg  leave  to  be 
dreflfed,  and  told  mc,  that  he  had  pro- 
mifed  to  attend  fome  ladies  in  the  park, 
dnd,  if  I  was  going  the  fame  way,  would 
take  me  in  his  chariot.  I  had  no  incli- 
nation to  any  other  favours,  andtbcns 
fore  left  him  without  any  intention  of 
feeing  him  again,  unlcfs  fome  misfor- 
tune fhould  rcilorc  his  underilanding. 
I  am,  &c.        AsPER. 

Though  I  am  not  wholly  inftnfiUe 
of  the  provocations  which  my  corre- 
fpondent  has  received,  I  cannot  alto- 
gether commend  the  keenncfs  of  his  re- 
ientment,  nor  encourage  him  tojper£ft 
in  his  reiblution  of  breaking  off  all  com- 
merce with  his  old  acquaintance.  Ow 
of  the  golden  precepts  of  Pythacom 
direas,  that  afngMdfioMidtnt  kihdid 
for  Huh  jauUs'^  and  furdy,  hs  upoi 
whom  nothing  worfe  can  be  chup^i 
than  that  he  matt  hU  tam^  and  coi^ 
Vv\%  c3j:^,  and  feta  out  hit  finerytti  A«« 
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t,  has  yet  committed  nothing  that 
Id  exclude  him  from  common  de- 
t  oF  kindaefs.  Such  impt*oprieties 
I  proceed  rather  from  llupidity  than 
»•  Thofe  who  thus  fliine  only  to 
Ic,  are  influenced  merely  by  cuftom 
example,  and  neither  examine  nor 
{ualined  to  examine*  the  motives 
icir  own  praftice,  or  to  fttte  the 
limits  between  elegance  and  ol- 
tion.  They  are  often  innocent  of 
»ain  which  their  vanity  produces, 
infult  others  when  they  have  no 
e   purpofe  than    to   pleafe  them- 
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He  that  too  much  refines  his  delicacy 
will  always  endanger  his  quiet.  Or 
thofe  with  whom  nature  and  virtue 
oblige  us  to  converfe,  fome  arc  ^no« 
rant  of  the  arts  of  pleafuig,  and  onend 
when  they  defign  to  carcfsj  fome  are 
negligent,  and  gratify  themfelves  with* 
out  regard  to  the  quiet  of  another;  fbipe 
perhaps  are  malicious,  and  feel  im 
greater  fatisfa£lion  in  profperity,  than 
that  of  raifmg  envy  and  trampling  in- 
feriority. But  whatever  be  the  motive 
of  infult,  it  is  always  bed  to  overlook 
it,  for  folly  fcarcely  can  defervc  rcTent- 
ment,  and  malice  is  puniihed  by  negle£l« 


N<>  CCI.    TUESDAY,   FEBRUARY  i8,  1752- 


-SANCTUS  HABERI 


rXOMISSIQ^UE   TENAXDICTII  PACTX8QUX  MtREtIt? 
AGNOSCO  ntOCXRXM. 

COKVINCX  TKl  WORLD  THAT  YOU'nt  DEVOUT  AND  TlUE, 
BE  JUST  IN  ALL  YOU  SAY,  AND  ALL  YOU  DOJ 
WHATEVER  BE   YOUR  BIRTH,    YOU*RX   SURE   TO  SB 
A  TKtM.  or  THE  FIRST  MAGNITUDE   TO  ME. 

Stepnit. 


)YLE  hasobfervcd,  that  the  c^^- 
cellency  of  manufacFlures,  and  the 
ty  of  labour,  would  be  much  pro- 
df  if  the  various  expedients  and 
ivances  which  lie  concealed  in  pri- 
hands  were  by  I'eciurocal  commu- 
ions  made  generally  known  j  for 
are  few  operations  that  are  not 
nned  by  one  or  other  with  fome  pe- 
r  advantages,  which  though  fingly 
:rlc  importance,  would  by  con- 
ion  and  concuiTencc  open  new  in- 

0  knowledges  and  give  new  pow- 
» diligence. 

Iiene   arc,  in  like  manner,  feveral 

1  excellencies  diftributed  among  the 
lent  claflEes  of  a  community.  It 
(kid  by  Cujacius,  that  he  never  read 

than  t)nc  book,  by  which  he  was 
nftru£tedf  and  he  that  fliall  enquire 

virtue  with  ardoui*  and  attention, 
feklom  find  a  man  by  whofe  exam- 
u:  lentiments  he  may  not  be  im- 
ed. 

reiy  profeilion  has  fome  eflcntial 
ijipropriate  virtue,  wfthout  which 

can  oe  no  hope  of  honour  or  fuc- 

and  whichy  as  it  is  more  or  lefs 
nied|»  confers  within  tC^t  fphere  of 


afllvity  different  degrees  of  merit  and 
reputation.  As  the  aftroWers  range 
the  fubdivifions  of  mankina  under  the 
planets  which  they  fuppofe  to  influence 
their  lives,  the  moralift  may  diftribute 
them  according  to  the  virtues  whfch  * 
they  neceffarily  pra£life,  and  conHder 
them  as  diftinguiflied  by  prudence  or 
fortitude,  diligence  or  patience.    . 

So  much  ai-e  the  mo<les  of  excellence 
fettled  by  time  and  place,  that  men  may 
be  heard  boafting  in  one  ftrect  of  that 
which  they  would  anxioufly  conceal  in 
another.  TTie  grounds  of  fcorn  and 
efteem,  the  topicks  of  praife  and  fatire» 
arc  varied  according  to  the  feveral  vir- 
tues or  vices  which  the  courfe  of  life  hat 
difpofed  men  to  adiAire  or  abhor;  but 
he  who  is  folicitous  for  his  own  inr- 
provcment  muft  not  be  limited  by  local 
reputation,  but  felec^  from  every  tribe 
of  mortals  their  charafVeriftical  virtues, 
and  conftellate  in  himlelf  the'Ycatterad 
graces  which  (hine  fingle  in  other  men. 

The  chief  praife  to  which  a  trader 
afpires  is  that  of  pun6hiality,  or* an  ex- 
'zci  and  rigorous  obfervaiice  of  com- 
mercial engagements;  nor  is  there  anf 
vice  of  which  he  fo  much  dreads  the  v«i. 
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piitation,  IS  of  npg!i[rcnce  and  inftabi- 
jity.  This  i»  a  quality  which  the  iiitc- 
reft  of  mankind  requires  to  be  diffiifed 
throu:;h  all  the  ranks  of  life,  but  which 
many  fecm  to  confider  as  a  vulgar  and 
ignoble  virtue,  below  the  ambition  of 
greatnefs  or  attention  of  wit,  fcarcely 
irtjuifite  nmonc  men  of  j^aicty  and  ipirit, 
and  fold  at  it's  hii^heft  rate  when  it  is 
^crificed  to  a  frolick  or  a  jciK 

Every  man  has  daily  occafion  to  re- 
mark what  vexations  arif^  from  this  pri- 
vilege of  deceiving  one  another.  The 
a^i\>:  and  vivacious  have  lb  long  dif- 
daincd  the  ref^aints  of  truth,  that  pro- 
mifcs  and  a))jx)iniments  have  loll  thtir 
c6gcr.cy,  and  both  parties  nep:Ie6l  their 
ftipulations,  becaufc  each  concludes  that 
they  will  he  broken  by  the  other. 

Ne<;lia;cnce  is  firft  admitted  in  fmall 
affiiirs,  and  ftrcngthcned  by  petty  indid  - 
gcncicN.  IK  that  is  not  yet  hardened 
by  cuftom,  ventures  not  on  the  viola- 
tion of  important  engagements,  but 
thinks  himlllf  bound  by  his  word  in 
cafes  of  property'  or  danger,  though  he 
allows  himfclf  to  forget  at  what  time 
he  is  to  meet  l:uiics  in  the  paik,  or  at 
what  tavern  his  friends  aic  expc^ing 
him. 

Th).%  laxity  of  honour  would  be  more 
tolerable,  if  it  could  be  retrained  to 
the  play-houfe,  the  ball-room,  or  the 
card-t;d)lcj  yet  even  there  it  is  fuffici- 
enrly  tioubiei'ome.and  darkens  ihofe  mo- 
ments with  exj^eihition,  fufpcnie,  and 
re!c'nt!ncpt,  which  are  fet  afide  for  plca- 
.  ftnv,  and  from  which  we  naturally 
bopL  fur  unuiingled  enjoyment,  ;»nd  to- 
tal rejax:ition.  But  he  that  I'iifFers  the 
fli;^hlcft  brci:ch  i\\  his  morality,  can 
feiiiom  tell  v/hjt  fhall  entu*  it,  or  how 
wivle  it  (l»all  be  madf ;  when  a  pafl'age 
IS  open,  the  influx  of  corruption  is 
every  niomcr.'^  wearing  dowji  oj>jx)li- 
tion,  and  by  llow  degrees  deluges  the 
heart. 

Aliger  entered  the  world  a  youth  of 
lively  imagination,  ex  ten  five  views,  and 
imtalntfd  principles.  His  curiofity  in- 
cited him  to  range  from  place  to  place, 
and  tiy  all  the  varieties  of  converfiiticn ; 
his  elegance  of  addrefs  and  fertility  of 
ideas  gained  him  friends  wherever  he 
appeared;  or  at  lead  he  found  the  eene- 
neral  kindnefs  of  reception  always 
ihown  to  a  young  man  whofe  biith  and 
fortune  give  him  a  claim  to  notice,  and 
who  has  neither  by  vice  or  {kAVj  At^io^- 
•d  his  privileges.     Aligtt  was  ip\w£«i 


with  this  general  fmile  of  mankind,  and 
was  indullriouft  to  preier\'e  it  bv  coo- 
pliance  and  officioufnefs,  but  did  ool 
fuffer  his  defire  of  pleafing  to  Titiatekii 
integrity.  It  was  his  ctlablifhed  inuini 
that  a  promife  is  never  to  be  broken ; nor 
was  it  without  long  relu^lance  that  he 
once  fuffercd  himfelf  to  be  drawn  away 
from  a  feftal  engagement  by  the  impor- 
tunity of  another  company. 

He  fpent  the  evening,  as  is  ufualifl 
the  rudiments  of  vice,  in  fwrturbaiion 
and  impcrfe6l  cntoj-ment,  and  met  hii 
difappointed  friends  in  the  momiii^ 
with  confufion  andexcufes.     His  cod* 

f)3nions,  not  accuftomed  tofuch  fcmpo- 
ous  anxiet)-,  laughed  at  his  uneafintTs, 
compounded  the  offence  for  a  bottlc,giv« 
him  courage  to  break  liis  word  again, 
and  again  levied  the  jn-nalty.  He  ven- 
tured the  fame  exjwriment  upon  another 
fociety,  and  found  them  equally  rciiir 
toconfider  it  as  a  venial  fault,  al-.v:)i 
incident  to  a  man  of  quickneU  and 
gaiety,  till  by  degrees*  be  began  to 
think  himfelf  at  libeit)'  to  follow  the  liS 
invitation,  and  was  no  longer  (hocked 
at  the  turpitude  of  falfehood.  Hemide 
no  difficulty  to  promife  his  prefcnce  st 
dillant  places,  and  if  liftleflTnefs  hap- 
pened to  creep  upon  him,  would  fit  at 
home  with  great  tranquillity^  andhasof- 
ten  funk  to  fleep  in  a  chair,  while  he 
held  ten  tables  in  continual  cxpedadons 
of  his  entrance. 

It  was  fopleafanttolive  inperpetualn- 
cancy,  that  he  foon  difmifled  nit  atten- 
tion as  an  ufelefs  incumbnincei  and  re- 
ligned  himlelf  to  carelcfsnefs  and  dUC- 
pation,  without  any  regard  to  the  fotmv 
or  the  part,  or  any  other  motive  of  ac- 
tion than  the  impulfe  of  a  fudden  de- 
fire,  or  the  attra^ion^f  immcdiatenla- 
fure.  The  abfent  were  immcdiitdy 
forgotten,  and  the  hopes  or  fears  khhf 
others  had  lio  influence  upon  his  coa- 
du£l.  He  was  in  fpeculation  comjplefie- 
ly  jurt,  but  never  kept  his  promiletoi 
crcilitorj  he  was  benevolent,  but  il* 
ways  deceived  thofe  friends  whom  he 
undertook  topatroniae  or  aflift;  be  mi 
pnident,  but  fuflered  his  affairs  to  he 
embamiflTed  for  want  of  regulating  his 
accounts  at  (bted  times.  Hecourtodi 
young  lady,  and  when  the  (cttkacmi 
were  drawn,  took  a  ramble  into  the 
country  on  the  day  appobted  to  Ijp 
them.  He  refolved  to  trxvtl,  and  nt 
V\5^  <^«%.%  <stk  <K\^bQard,  Imt  ddaffid  it 
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imnoned  as  aui  evidence  in  a  caufe 
at  importance,  and  loitered  on 
ij  till  the  trial  was  pad.  It  it 
that  when  he  had,  with  great  ex- 
,  formed  an  intereft  in  a  borough, 
ponent  contrived,  by  ibroe  agenu, 
jiew  his  temper,  to  lure  him  away 
;  day  of  election. 

ben*;volence  di-aws  him  into  the 
iilionofa  thoufaad  crimes,  which 

lefs  kind  or  civil  would  cfcape. 
xnuteTy  invites  application;  his 
fin  produce  dependence;  he  has 
ickets  filled  with  petitions,  which 
ends  (bme  time  to  deliver  and  en< 

and  his  table  covered  with  letters 
[ueft,  with  which  he  puipofes  to 
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complyi  but  time  /IIm  imptrceptibl]f 
away,  while  he  is  eitlier  idle  or  bnfyt 
his  friends  lofe  their  opportunities,  and 
charge  upon  him  their  mifcaiTiages  and 
calamities. 

This  chara6^er,however  contemptible* 
is  not  peculiar  to  Aliger.  They  whole 
a6livity  of  imagination  is  often  fhifting 
the  fcenes  of  expeftation,  are  frecjuent- 
ly  fubjeft  to  fuch  fallies  of  capnce  at 
niake  all  iheir  aftions  fortuitous,  deftroj 
the  value  of  their  friendfhip,  obftrucr 
the  efficacy  of  their  virtues,  and  fet 
them  below  the  meanefl  of  thofe  that 
perfift  in  their  refoludons,  execute  what 
they  defign,  and  perform  what  they  have 
promifed. 


»?•  CCn.    SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  22, 1752. 

maX  T«rrac  iury    %ara<^^99M  vvoKafj,$tinim 
*0  h  fxtTfivg  Te^krrm  mfia-tiiXiTrtfw 

Callimacrvi* 
raoM  NO  ArPLicTioN  IS  THE  POOR  exempt; 

ME   THINKS  EACH  EYE   SURVEYS  HIM  WITH  CONTXMPTf 
VNMANLY  POTSRTY  SUBDUES   THE   HEART, 
CANKERS  KACR  WOUND,  AND  SHARPENS  Ev'rY  DART. 

F.  LlWIf  • 


40NG  thofe  who  have  endea- 
voured to  promote  learning,  and 
y  judgment,  it  has  been  long  cuf- 
ry  to  complain  of  the  abufe  of 
I9  which  are  often  admitted  to  fig- 
ihings  fo  different,  that,  inftead  of 
ng  the  underftanding  as  vehicles 
lowledge,  thev  produce  error,  dif- 
ttig  and  perplexity,  bccaufe  what 
nned  in  one  fenfe  is  received  in 
ler. 

this  ambiguity  fometimes  embar- 
t^  mofl  &lemn  controverfies,  and 
ires  the  demonftrations  of  *fcience, 
ly  well  be  expelled  to  infeft  the 
10U8  periods  of  declaimers,  whofe 
>le  it  often  only  to  amufe  with  fal- 
I,  and  change  the  colours  of  truth 
faifehood;  or  the  mufical  compo- 
t  of  poets,  whofe  ftyle  is  profcfled- 
funtive,  and  whofe  alt  is  imagined 
Dfift  in  diftorting  words  from  their 
oal  meaning. 

lert  are  few  words  of  which  the 
r  bdievet  himfelf  better  to  know 
oport  than  Qipo*vertj\  vet  whoever 
St  other  the  poeu  or  phtlofophers, 
Sndlfuch  AD  Bcccowat  of  the  cf n« 


dition  exprefTcd  by  that  term  as  his 'ex* 
pcricnce  or  obfeiTation  will  not  eaGly 
difcover  to  be  true.  Inftead  of  the 
mcannefs,  dillrcfs,  complaint,  anxiety^ 
and  dependance,  which  have  hitheito 
been  combined  in  his  ideas  of  poverty, 
he  will  read  of  content,  innocence,  and 
cheerfulnefs,  of  health  and  fafety,  traB« 
quillity  and  freedom;  of  pleafures  not 
known  but  to  men  unincumbered  with 
pofTeffions;  and  of  deep  that  fheds  hit 
fcalfamick  anodynes  only  on  the  cottage* 
Such  are  the  blcfiings  to  be  obtained  ' 
by  the  refignation  of  riches,  that  kingt 
might  deicend  from  their  thrones,  and 
generals  retire  from  a  uiumph,  only  to 
ilumber  undifturbed  in  the  elyAum  of 
povcrtv. 

If  thcfe  authors  do  not  deceive  us, 
nothing  can  be  more  abfurd  than  that 
perpetual  contefl  for  wealth  which  keept 
the  world  in  commotion;  nor  any  com* 
plaints  more  juiily  cenfured  than  thoft 
which  proceed  from  w^nt  of  the  giftt 
of  fortune,  which  we  are  taught  by  the 
ereat  mailers  of  moral  wifdom  Co  con* 
uder  as  golden  (hackles,  by  which  the 
weavti  1%  «t  oiiict  ^\Sai^V\^Si^  -^^t^k^x 
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IS  lufcloui  poifons  which  ma^for  a  time 
pleafe  the  palate,  hut  foon  betray  their 
malignity  by  languor  and  by  pain. 

It  is  the  great  privilege  of  poveit\*  to 
be  happy  unenvied,  to  be  healthful 
without  phyiick,  and  fecure  without  a 
guard;  to  obtain  from  the  bounty  of 
nature,  what  the  great  and  wealthy  are 
compelled  to  procure  by  theh  Ip  of  art- 
ifts  and  attendants,  of  flaiteiers  and 
ipies. 

But  it  will  be  found,  upon  a  near- 
er view,  that  they  who  extol  the  happi- 
ncfs  of  noverty,  do  not  mean  the  fame 
ftate  with  thofe  who  deplore  it's  mi  (cries. 
Poets  have  thtir  imagination;,  filled  with 
ideas  of  ma.L^nificcncc;  nnd  bcin^;  ac- 
cuftomed  to  contemplate  the  downfal 
of  empires,  or  to  contrive  fonns  of  la- 
mentations for  monarchs  in  dillrcfs, 
rank  all  the  rlufTcs  of  mankind  in  a  Hate 
of  poverty,  who  make  no  approaches 
to  the  dignity  of  crowns.  To  be  poor, 
in  the  cpick  language,  is  only  not  to 
command  the  wealth  of  nations,  nor 
to  have  fleets  and  annies  in  pay. 

Vanity  has  perhaps  contributed  to 
this  impropriety  of  ilyle.  He  that 
wifhes  to  become  a  philofophcr  at  a 
che.ap  rate,  cafily  gratifies  his  ambition 
by  fubmitling  to  jwverty  when  he  does 
not  feci  it,  and  by  boaftiiig  his  contempt 
of  riches,  when  he  has  already  more 
than  he  enjoys.  He  who  would  fhow 
the  extent  of  his  views,  and  grandeur 
of  his  conceptions,  or  difcover  his  ac- 
quaintance with  fj^lendor  and  magnifi- 
cence, may  talk  like  Cowley  of  an 
humble  ftation  and  quiet  obfcurity,  of 
the  paucity  of  nature's  wants,  and  the 
inconveniencics  of  fupcifluity,  and  at 
laft,  like  him,  limit  his  dcfircs  to  five 
hundred  pounds  a  year;  a  fortune  in- 
deed not  exuberant  when  we  compare  it 
with  the  cxpcnces  of  pride  and  hixury, 
but  to  which  it  little  becon:vsa  philofo- 
phcr to  affix  the  name  of  poverty,  fince 
Ho  man  can,  with  any  juopriety,  be 
tenned  jxxjr  who  does  not  uv  the  great- 
er part  of  mankind  richtr  than  himfelf. 
As  little  is  the  E.!;ci:'.l  condition  of 
h\nnan  life  uiiderlK»od  by  ;he  paneg^Tifts 
and  hiilo:  ians,  who  aiiiui'e  us  with  ac- 
counts t)f  the  poverty  of  heroes  and 
fages.  Riches  are  of  no  value  in  them- 
felvcs,  their  ulc  is  dlfcovcred  only  in 
that  which  fhe\'  procure.  They  are  not 
coveted,  unlefs  by  narrow  i^iderlland- 
jn^s,  which  confound  \V\c  roc^iv*  VvxVv 
the  end,  but  for  tlie  lake  o?  ^oyiw,  m- 
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fluence,  andcfteem;  or  byfomeof  Icli 
elevated  and  refined  fentimenti,  u  ne* 
ceffary  to  fenfual  enjoyment. 

The  pleafures  of  luxury,  maaybxR^ 
without  uncommon  virtue,  been  ableta 
deipife,  even  when  affluence  and  idk- 
neis  have  concurred  to  tempt  them;  and 
therefore  he  who  feels  nothing  from  in- 
digence but  the  want  of  gratification* 
which  he  could  not  in  any  other  coDtli- 
tion  make  confident  with  innocence, 
has  given  no  proof  of  eminent  patience. 
Elleeni  and  influence  every  man  defiits, 
but  they  are  equally  pleafing  and  equally 
valuable,  by  whatj\er  means  the)- are  ob- 
taine<l;  and  whoever  has  found  the  autot 
fecurin^them  without  t^ichelpofmonev, 
ought,  in  r^alitv,  to  be  accounted  ricli, 
fince  he  has  all  that  riches  can  purchaf: 
to  a  wile  man.  Cincinnatus»  though  he 
lived  upon  a  few  acres,  cultivated  by 
his  own  hand,  was  fuflUciently  removed 
from  all  the  evils  generally  comprehend- 
ed under  the  name  of  poverty,  when  his 
reputation  was  fuch,  that  the  voice  of 
his  country  called  him  from  his  farm  to 
take  abfolute  command  into  his  haiuf; 
nor  was  Diogenes  much  mortified  by 
his  refidence  in  a  tub,  where  he  was  ho- 
noured with  the  vifit  of  Alexander  die 
Great. 

The  fame  fallacy  has  conciliated  vene- 
ration to  the  religious  orders.  Whenvr 
behold  a  man  abdicating  the  hope  of 
terreflrial  pofleflions,  and  precluding 
himfelf  by  an  irrevocable  vow  from  the 
purfuit  and  acquifition  of  all  that  his 
fellow-beings  confider  as  worthy  of 
wifhes  and  endeavours,  we  are  inunc- 
diately  ftruck  with  the  purity,  abftnc- 
tion,  and  firmncfsof  his  mind,  andff- 
gard  him  as  wholly  employed  in  fixur- 
ing  the  interefts  of  futurity,  and  deroii) 
of  any  otiier  care  than  togainatwhateva 
price  the  fu reft  paflTage  to  eternal  reft. 

Yet  what  can  the  votary  be  jdUy 
faid  to  have  loft  of  his  preient  loppi- 
nefs?  If  he  refides  in  a  convent,  he 
convcrfes  only  with  men  whoA  condi- 
tion is  the  fame  with  his  owns  he  has 
from  the  munificence  of  the  founder 
all  the  neceflaries  of  life,  and  is  fiife 
from  that  deftitution  ivtich  Hooker  de- 
clares to  be  jfiicb  am  imfeMmiKi  t§  wr- 
tuCf  aSf  till  it  bt  removed^  fmfgretb  Wilt 
thi  mind  of  man  t§  admit  aMj^9thir  t$n* 
All  temptations  to  envy  umS  ooniMti- 
tion  are  fhut  out  from  hit  retreat}  M  ii 
TvQ)\^^vA»i  "wltK  the  fi^t  of  unattn- 
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»f  infolence,  or  the  fmilc  of  forced 
liarity .  If  he  wanders  abroad ,  the 
ity  of  his  charaftcr  amply  compen- 
ail  other  diftin^lions,  he  is  feldom 
but  with  reverence,  nor  heard  but 

fubmiiTion. 

has  been  remarked,  that  death, 
g;h  often  defied  in  the  field,  feldom 
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fails  to  terrify  when  it  approaches  the 
bed  of  ficknefs  in  it's  natural  horror;  lb 
poverty  may  eafily  be  endured,  while 
affbciated  with  dignity  and  reputation, 
but  will  always  be  ihunned  and  dreaded 
when  it  is  accompanied  with  Ignoadnf 
and  contempt. 


J^'CCIII.    TUESDAY,    FEBRUARY  25,    175a. 


CUM  VOtlT  ILLA   DIES,  <iy X   NIL   NISI  COKPOKIS   HVJVS 
JUtHABCT,    INCERTI  SFATIUM  MXHI  FINXAT  JKVI 

COMZ,    SOON   OR   LATE,    DEATII*S  UN  DETZIIMIN*D  DAT, 
THIS  MORTAL   BEING  ONLY  CAN  DKCAY* 


Ovid. 


feems  to  be  the  fate  of  man  to  feek 
11  his.  confolations  in  futurity.  The 
prcfcnt  is  feklom  able  to  fill  defire 
aagtnation  with  immediate  enjoy- 
,  and  wc  are  forced  to  fupply  it's 
iencies  by  rccolle6lion  or  antici- 
n. 

'ery  one  has  fo  often  dctc£led  the 
:ioufnefs  of  hope,  and  the  incon- 
nce  of  teaching  himfelf  to  expeft 
a  thoufand  accidents  may  preclude, 
when  time  has  abated  the  confidence 
which  youth  rufhes  out  to  take 
Bon  of  the  world,  we  endeavour, 
!(h>  to  find  entertainment  in  the  re- 
of  life,  and  to  repofe  upon  real 
,  and  certain  experience.  This  is 
.ps  one  reafon,  among  many,  why 
lelights  in  narratives. 
It  (0  full  is  the  world  of  calamity, 
:vcry  fource  of  pleafure  is  polluted, 
rvery  retirement  of  tranquillity  dif- 
d.  When  time  has  fupplied  us 
events  fufHcient  to  employ  our 
jhts,  it  has  mingled  them  with  fo 
difafters,  that  we  (brink  from  their 
nbrance,  dread  their  intrufion  upon 
iinds,  and  fly  from  them  sTs  from 
ies  that  purfue  us  with  torture. 
)  man  pafl  the  middle  point  of  life 
it  down  to  feafl  upon  the  pleafures 
>uth  without  finding  the  banquet 
tered  by  the  cup  of  forrowj  he 
revive  lucky  accidents,  and  pleaf- 
Ltravagancies;  many  days  of  harm- 
policky  or  nights  of'^honeft  feftivity, 
xrhaps  recur  j  or,  if  he  his  been 
^  in  fcenes  of  a£lion,  and  ac- 
ited  with  ufhurs  of  difficulty  and 
usdh'^ fortune,  hemzy  eojoyihe 
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nobler  pleafm-e  of  looking  back  upon 
diftrefs  firmly  fupported,  dangers  reib- 
lutely  encounterea,  and  oppofition  art- 
fully defeated,  ^neas  properly  com- 
forts  his  companions,  when  atter  the 
horrors  of  a  ftonn  they  have  landed  on 
an  unknown  and  defolate  country,  with 
the  hope  that  their  miferies  will  be  ait 
fome  diflant  time  recounted  with  delight. 
There  are  few  higher  gratifications  uian 
that  of  refieftion  on  furmounted  evil»» 
when  they  wrerc  not  incurred  nor  pro- 
trafled  by  our  fault,  and  neither  reproach 
us  with  cowardice  nor  guilt. 

But  this  felicity  is  almofl  alwayt 
abated  by  the  refleftion,  that  they  with 
whom  wc  fhould  be  mofl  pleafed  to  fhare 
it  are  now  in  the  grave.  A  few  yeara 
make  fuch  havock  in  human  generations, 
that  we  foon  fee  ourfelves  deprived  of 
thofe  with  whom  we  entered  the  world, 
and  whom  the  participation  of  pleafuret 
or  fatigues  had  endeared  to  our  remem- 
brance. The  man  of  enterprixe  re- 
counts his  adventures  and  expedients, 
but  is  forced,  at  the  clofe  of  the  relation, 
to  pay  a  figh  to  the  names  of  thofe  that 
contributed  to  his  fuccefs;  he  that  paflet 
his  life  among  the  gayer  part  of  man- 
kind, has  his  remembrance  ftored  with 
remarks  and  repartees  of  wits,  whofe 
fprightlinefs  and  merriment  are  now  loft 
in  perpetual  filence;  the  tradei',  whofe 
indfuluy  has  fupplied  the  want  of  inherit- 
ance, repines  in  folitary  plenty  at  the 
abfence  of  companions  with  whom  he 
had  planned  out  amufements  for  his  lat- 
ter years;  and  the  fchol^,  whofe  merit, 
after  a  \oxvg  feift%  o^  tSQ)i\.\>  xisSfcx Votw 
from  dbCcwtV)  \ooV.\  x^s^^'vb^  ^vsv 
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from  hit  exaltation  for  his  old  friends  or 
enemies,  whofe  applaufc  or  mortifica- 
tion would  heighten  hit  triumph. 

Among MartiaPs  rcquifites  to  happi- 
nefs  is,  Rer  non  porta  labor e^  fed  re- 
/i^ii— an  eftate  not  gaineil  by  indulVry, 
but  left  by  inheritance.  It  is  necclVary 
to  the  completion  of  every  good,  that  it 
be  timely  obtained}  for  whatever  comes 
at  the  clofc  of  life,  will  come  too  laie  to 
give  much  delight;  yet  all  human  hap- 
pinefs  has  it's  defeats.  Of  what  we  do 
not  gain  for  ourfelvcs  we  have  only  a 
faint  and  imperfcft  fruition,  bccaufe  we 
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They  whofe  fonls  arefo  chained  <Vwrn 
to  coffers  and  tenements,  that  the)' ear- 
not  conceive  a  Rate  in  which  they  (hall 
look  upon  them  with  lefs  tol'ciru'ic.  are 
fcKlom  attentive  or  flexible  tonrj;iiinen^ii 
but  the  votaries  of  fame  are  cnivihle  ct 
rcflcclion,  and  therefoic  may  be  called 
to  reconfider  tlie  probability  of  their  ci- 
peftations. 

Whether  to  be  remembtrcd  in  remote 
times  be  worthy  of  a  v.'ire  nvm's  wilh, 
has  not  yet  been  fatisiaftorily  dcciilei; 
and,  indeeil,  to  be  long  remcmheicd, 
can  hapj^en  to  fo  fmall  a  numi)er,  that 


cannot  compare  the  difference  between     the  bulk  of  mankind  haR  very  little  in 
want  and  j^oireflion,  or  at  leaft  can  de-     tereft  in  the  qucftion.     There  is  nevtr 


rive  from  it  no  conviction  of  our  own 
abilities,  nor  any  increafc  of  fclf-cileem; 
what  we  acquire  by  bravery  or  fcience, 
by  mental  or  corporal  diligence,  comes 
at  lafl  when  we  cannot  communicate, 
and  therefore  cannot  enjoy  it. 

Thus  every  periotl  of  life  is  oblit^d 
to  bori'ow  it's  happinefs  from  the  time 
to  come.  In  youth  we  have  nothing 
pafl  to  entertain  us,  and  in  age  we  de- 
rive little  from  ix-trofpe*^  but  hopelefs 
Ibrrow.  Yet  the  future  likewife  has  it's 
limits,  which  the  imagination  dreads  to 
approach,  h\\\  which  we  fee  to  be  not  far 
diftant.  The  lofs  of  our  friends  and 
companions  imprtfTes  hourly  upon  us 
the  ncceffity  of  our  own  departure:  we 
know  that  the  fchcmes  of  man  are 
ouickly  at  an  end,  that  we  muft  foon 
lie  down  in  the  grave  with  the  forgotten 
multitudes  of  former  ages,  and  yield 
our  place  to  others,  who,  like  us,  fliall 
be  driven  awhile,  by  hope  or  fear,  about 
the  furface  i)f  the  earth,  and  then  like 
lis  be  lofl  in  the  fhades  of  death. 

Beyond  this  teimination  of  our  ma- 
terial cxiftence,  we  ar.  therefore  obliged 
to  extend  our  hopes;  and  almoft  every 
man  indulges  his  imagination  with  fome- 
thing  which  is  not  to  happen  till  he  has 
chanted  h"s  manner  of  being:  fome 
amule  tliemfelves  with  entails  and  fet- 
tlLmrints,  prcivlde  for  the  perpetiiation 
of  families  ::nd  honours,  or  contrive  to 
cbviare  the  diilipation  of  the  fortunes 
which  it  has  Ken  their  bufinefs  to  accu- 
mulate; othors.  more  refined  or  exalted, 
congratulate  their  own  hearts  upon  the 
future  cxt-nt  of  their  reputation,  the 
reverence  of  diftant  nations,  and  the 
gratitude  of  unpiiejudicsd  poflerity. 


room  in  the  world  for  more  than  a  cer- 
tain quantity  or  meafure  of  renown. 
The  neceflary  buiinefs  of  life,  the  imme- 
diate pleafurcs  or  pains  of  every  condi- 
tion, leave  us  not  Icifure  beyond  a  fixed 
propoition  for  contemplations  which  Jo 
not  forcibly  influence  our  prefent  ^i-el- 
fare.  When  this  vacuity  is  fillcil,  no 
chaiaf^ers  can  be  admitted  into  the  cir- 
culation of  fame,  but  by  occupying  the 
place  of  fome  that  mutt  he  ihruftinto 
oblivion.  The  eye  of  the  mind,  like 
that  of  the  body,  can  only  extend  it's 
view  to  new  objeJls,  by  lofmg  fight  of 
thofe  which  aiv  now  before  it. 

Reputation  is  therefore  a  meteor  which 
blazes  a  while  and  difappears  for  ever; 
and  if  we  except  a  few  tranfcendent  and 
invincible  names,  which  no  revolutions 
of  opinion  or  length  of  time  is  able  to 
fupprefs;  all  thofe  that  engage  our 
thoughts,  or  diverfjfy  our  converfation, 
are  every  moment  hafling  to  obfcurity, 
as  new  favourites  arc  adopted  bvfafhion. 

It  is  not  therefore  from  tnis  worM 
that  anv  ray  of  comfort  can  proceed  to 
cheer  the  gloom  of  the  laft  hour.  But 
futurity  has  (till  it's  profpefts;  there  is 
yet  happinefs  in  rcferve,  which,  if  v-t 
transfer  our  attention  to  it,  will  fupport 
us  in  the  pains  of  difeaie,  and  the  lan- 
guor of  decay.  This  happinefs  we  may 
expe£l  with  confidence,  beorafe  it  is  out 
of  the  power  of  chance,  and  may  be  at- 
tained by  all  that  fincerelv  deure  and 
eamefll)r  pm-fiie  it.  On  this  therefore 
every  mind  ought  finally  to  reft.  Hopa 
is  the  chief  blefling  of  man,  and  thif 
ho])e  only  is  rational  of  itdiich  we  ai^ 
ceitaxn  that  it  cannot  decdve  ui« 
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IV.    SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  29,  1752. 


EMO  TAM   DIVKI  HABUIT   FAVEKTrS, 
RASTINUM   UT   POSSXT  SIBI  POLLICZKX. 

r   heaven's  VEOTECTION  WHO  CAN   BE 
0  CONFIDENT   TO  UTTER   THIS— 
O-MOBROW   I  WILL   SPEND   IN   BLISS? 


Sbnxca* 


F.  Lewis. 


Lord  of  Ethiopia,  to  the  in- 
s  of  the  world:  to  the  Ions 
ro«,  humility  and  fear;  and 
ters  of  SorrotAj,  content  and 

the  twenty- feventh  year  of 
oke  SegeJ,  the  monaich  of 
5,  the  diftributor  of  the  wa- 

Nilc:  *  At  length,  Seged, 
re  at  an  end;  thou  haft  re- 
lifafFeilion,  thou  haft  fup- 
«llion,  thou  haft  pacified  tne 
of  thy  courtiers,  thou  haft 
ir  from  thy  confines,  and 
rtrcflfes  in  the  lands  of  thy 
All  who  have  offended  thee, 
I  thy  prefence,  and  wherever 
is  heard,  it  is  obeyed.  Thy 
furrounded  by  armies,  nu- 
i  the  locufts  of  the  fummer, 
efs  as  the  blafts  of  peftilence. 
azines  are  ftored  with  ammu- 
f  treaftirics  overflow  with  the 
conquered  kingdoms.  Plenty 
on  thy  fields,  and  opulence 
I  thy  cities.  Thy  nod  is  as 
[uake  that  fhakes  the  moun- 
i  thy  fmile  as  the  dawn  of 
.1  day.  In  thy  hand  is  the 
>f  thoufands,  and  thy  health 
thof millions.  Thypalaceis 
Iby  the  fongpf  praile,  and  thy 
imed  by  the  breath  of  bencdic- 
*hy  fubje6Vs  gaze  upon  thy 
,  and  think  of  danger  or 
>  more.  Why,  Seged,  wilt 
partake  the  blefHngs  thou  bt- 
SVhy  fhouldft  thou  only  for- 
joicc  in  this  general  felicity? 
i>kl  thv  face  he  clouded  with 
▼hen  the  meaneftof  thofe  who 

fovereign  g^vti  the  day  to 
and  die  night  to  peace?  At 
Seged,  reflect  and  be  •wife, 
lie  gift  of  con<|ueft  but  fafety, 
ridSet  colieded  but  to  por- 
ipioeftr 

'      flft»lMfttrpl» 


furp,  built  in  an  ifland  of  the  Lake  Dan* 
bea,  to  be  prepared  for  his  reception. 
«  I  will  retire,'  fays  he,  *  for  ten  days, 
'  from  tumult  and  care,  from  counMlt 

*  and  decrees.     Long  quiet  is  not  the 

*  lot  of  the  governors  of^  nations,  but  a 
'  cefTation  of  ten  days  cannot  be  denied 
^  me.    This  (hort  interval  of  happineft 

*  may  furely  be  fecured  from  the  Alter* 

*  ruption  of  fear  or  perplexity,  foirovr 

*  or  difappointment.     I  will  exclude  all 

*  trouble  from  my  abode,  and  remove 

*  from  my  thoughts  whatever  may  con- 

*  fufe  the  harmony  o^  the  concert,  or 

*  abate  the  fweetnefs  of  the  banquet.   I 

*  will  fill  the  whole  capacity  of  ray  foul 

*  with  enjoyment,  and  try  what  it  if 

*  to  live  without  a  wi(h  unfatisfied.* 

In  a  few  days  the  orders  were  per- 
formed, and  Seged  hafted  to  the  palace 
of  Dambea,  which  ftood  in  an  ifland 
cultivated  only  for  pleafure,  planted  with 
every  flower  that  fpreads  it's  colours  to 
the  lun,  and  eveiy  flirub  that  (beds  fra- 
grance in  the  air.  In  one  part  of  thia 
extenfive  garden  were  open  walks  for 
excui-fions  in  the  morning;  in  another, 
thick  groves,  and  filent  arbours,  and 
bubbling  fountains  for  rcpofe  at  noon. 
All  that  could  folace  the  fenfe,  or  flattcf 
the  fancy,  all  that  induftry  could  extort 
from  nature,  or  wpalth  fumifh  to  art^ 
all  that  conqueft  could  feize,  or  benefi- 
cence attra6l,  was  collefled  together, 
and  every  perception  of  delight  was  ex- 
cited and  gi*atihed. 

Into  this  delicious  region  Scgcd  fum- 
rooned  all  the  pcrfons  of  his  court  who 
feemed  eminently  qualified  to  receive  or 
communicate  plealure.  His  call  was 
readily  obeyed;  the  young,  the  fair,  tihc 
vivacious,  and  the  witty,  were  all  ia 
hafte  to  be  iated  with  felicity.  They 
failed  jocund  over  the  lake,  which  (eem- 
ed  to  finooth  it's  furface  before  them  i 
their  paflase  was  cheered  ^tki  toco&s^^ 
tnd  thnr  MUVI  d^\tt»^  ^ftidci  «c^^fio^ 
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ScgCfi  lanflin^:;  her?;  \v:rh  Iiis  l»Mr<I  of 
plcaluiT,  cLtcnniiK-d  from  t! -.»■  liour  to 
bre.ik  olF  all  atfjiiaint:in.:e  wi:ii  dilVon- 
tcnt,  to  pivc  his  heart  for  ten  (iuyr.  *o 
cilc  aiul  jollity,  ar.cl  then  fall  luck  to  the 
coiTJiiujji  (»;itc  of  man,  ar.d  iutfcT  his 
life  to  bf  clivLilificd,  as  bufoiv,  with  joy 
and  rorrovv. 

He  immediately  cnteu  I  his  ch.im'^cr, 
to  con:l'!vr  whciv  he  fiKJiii-.i  lH;-i»^.  his 
circle  of  hiyipincls.  He  had  all  the  .\rt- 
ifts  of  (klij;!n  Iv.forc  him,  hut  kiUAvnot 
whom  to  call,  fince;  he  could  noturov 
one,  hut  hy  di  layin;^  the  jjci  formance  of 
another.  lie  cIjoIc  A\\i.\  rc\i'Kd,  lie  ro- 
folvcd  and  than/;ed  his  rc;b:iition,till  Ids 
faculties  v.vrc  h  u-aired,and  histhoughts 
confull-il;  thill  rctiiniul  to  the  apart- 
ment where  his  prciLiice  was  expc6led, 
with  lan^.iid  c\'cs  and  clouded  counte- 
nance, and  Ipread  the  infection  of  un- 
eafmefs  over  the  wht'le  aflcmMy.  He 
ohfeived  thcirtlcprJhonjan.lwas  oft'emU 
e.1,  for  he  found  his  vecatiun  iriCicifcd 
by  thoib  whom  he  cxjKrCted  to  diiiip'.ie 
and  relieve  it.     lie  rctirtd  again  to  his 

I ►rivate  chamber,  and  Ibught  forconfo- 
ation  in  his  own  mind;  one  tlu;uu;ht  - 
flowed  in  upon  anoilivr;  a  long  fuccef- 
fion  of  images  fei/(tl  his  attention;  the 
moments  crept  impcictptihly  away 
through  the  glotjm  of  pcnfivenefs,  till 
having  recoveixd  his  tram|viiHity,  he  lift- 
ed uj)  his  head,  ar.d  law  t lie  l::kc  hright- 
rned  by  the  ft  iiin^  fun.  *  Such,*  faid 
Sige.l,  fiL.hi.^T,  *  is  the  loivr,  (t   d.iv  of 

*  humint.\id.iK\.':  before  wc  iia\,- learn- 

*  c;l  to  ufe  il,  we  tin^l  it  at  an  end.' 

The  retCRt  which  he  fJt  for  the  lofs 
of  i'o  gteat  ap.irtof  hl>i  lirll  diy,  took 
from  him  all  difptfitifn  to  enjoy  the 
evcnii\ij;  and  afierh.iving  tndeavouiid, 
for  the  fake  of  his  artcndnnts,  to  f.^jce 
an  air  of  gaiety,  and  c xritc  that  mirth 
which  he  io\d<i  not  Ihnre,  he  n  (blvcil 
to  nfcr  h"s  hcjvs  to  the  nvxt  morning, 
ami  lay  dowr.  to  p;;rtaki  with  tlic  ilavcs 
rf  Kibour  ar.d  jKiveiiy  the  blelling  of 
iltcp. 

Hcrofe  raiivihe  fecond  morning,  and 
refolved  nov/  to  be  hap]\v.  He  there- 
fore iixed  ujKjn  li.t  gate  of  the  palace 
an  edict,  imponing,  that  whoever,  dur- 
ing nine  ilays,  fliouM  appear  In  the  pre- 
f^nceof  the  king  with  adejeilcd  counte- 
nance, or  utter  any  exprcfiion  of  ilifcon- 
teiJt  or  fonow,  ihculd  be  driven  for  evtr 
from  t.hc  palace  of  Dam  oca. 

This  cdi6l  was   \mmcd;aidY    tnaAfc 
Jlcowj]  in  every  chambev  g£  \ii  cgwnt 


and  howcr  of  the  garden*.  Mirth  v.i? 
friijhten  away,  and  theyv^ho  ^-ere  J»efc;? 
dar.ciiig  in  the  lawn*,  or  finging  in  {:ji 
Andes,  wt  re  at  once  engaged  in  the  car: 
o f  re; " !  1 1 i  ng  the » r  look  s,  that  Scgd 
init;ht  find  his  will  puncluallv  o!\vcJ, 
ami  foe  none  among  them  liable  to  b- 
nii'liment. 

Se.;cd  now  met  every*  face  fctt'e.l  in  a 
finilc;  but  a  Iinilc  that  betrcyed  il.lici- 
tuvu',  timiviify,  and  conilrainr.  Hi  ac- 
Cu(K  i  his  favi^'iriif-;  with  fam-Iiaritv  and 
foftnef^J  but  tliey  durit  not  Ipeak  with- 
out premeditation,  lelt  they  ihould  be 
CO r. :  i t'-i  e.  1  of  d  i f  content  or  (or row.  Hs 
propofevl  diverfions,  to  which  no  objec- 
tion VV..S  made,  becaufc  obieilion'-vould 
have  imjilied  unealinefs;  but  they  were 
rejardal  with  indifference  by  the  cour- 
tiers, who  had  no  other  defiie  than  to 
fignalizc  them  (elves  by  clamorous  exul- 
tation. He  offered  various  topickscf 
converfation,  but  obtained  only  forced 
jelh,  and  laborious  laughter;  and  aftrf 
many  attempts  to  animate  his  train  to 
confidence  and  alacrity,  was  oblijcdto 
confefs  to  hin^fLdf  the  impotence  of  com- 
mand, and  refign  another  day  to  griet 
and  dirimpointmcnt. 

He  at  lalt  relievetl  his  companions  frcm 
their  terrors,  and  (hut  himfelf  up  inhis 
chamber,  to  afc;:rtain,  by  different  mci- 
fures,  the  felicity  of  the  fuccecviingday?. 
At  length  he  thi^w  himfelf  on  the  be  I, 
and  clofed  his  eyes,  but  imagined,  in  his 
fletp,  that  his  palace  and  gaj  ilcns  were 
ovcl^vhclmcd  by  an  inundation,  and 
waked  with  all  the  tcrroi-s  of  a  luan 
ftruggling  in  ihevrater.  He  coinpofitl 
himfelf  Again  to  rcll,  but  was  afTrightcd 
by  an  imaginary  irruption  into  his  kins:- 
dom,  and  Ihiving,  as  isufual  in  dreain», 
\^itlu)ut  ability  to  move,  fancied  him- 
felf  betrayed  to  his  enemies,  and  again 
ftartcvl  lip  with  horror  and  indignation. 

It  was  now  day,  and  fear  was  To 
ftror.gly  imprcfled  on  his  mind,  that  he 
could  lleep  no  more.  He  rofe,  but  his 
thoui^hts  were  filled  with  the  deluge  arJ 
invafion,  nor  was  he  able  to  difengagi 
his  attention,  or  mingle  wath  vacancy 
and  cafe  in  any  amiifement.  At  lengdi 
his  {M^iiurbation  gave  way  to  reafon,  acJ 
he  refolved  no  longer  to  be  haniTed  hf 
vifionary  miferiess  but  before  this  refi>- 
lution  could  be  completed,  half  the  day^ 
had  elapfed :  he  felt  a  new  oonvidioB  d  | 
^  \i<GA«c\aktLt^   of   human  fcbenesi  I 
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itfiTupteJ  by  va}>ours  of  I  he 
H'iviiig  btvn  fiilt  iliitiirlicd  by 
he  aflciwaiJj  grle\i.J  that  a 
>uld  dilluib  him.  lie  at  IMi 
idy  that  his  terrors  and  y^iict' 
ally  vain,  and  th«t  to  lolc  tlie 
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prctciit  in  lamenting  the  paft  was  vo- 


luntarily to  protrail  a  melancholy  yifiou» 
'Ihe  third  d»y  w.hs  no'v  declining,  and 
Sv:g.-d  again  rei'olvcd  to  be  happy  on  tlie 
morrow. 


^0  CCV.     TUESDAY,    MARCH   3,  175:^ 


-VOLAT  AMBir.UIS 


MOBILIS  ALIS   HORA,  NIC  QLLI 
rAASTAT  VELOZ  rCRTVNA  FIDSM* 

SZNZCA. 

ON  PICXLZ  WINGS  THl  MZKVTf  S  'rfAiftf 

AND  rOSiZMl^mm  r AVOV%i    NEVER    LAST* 

F.  Lewis. 


le  foiirtli  morning  Scjcd  rofc 
f ,  rcfrefhed  with  llei?p,vij3;(>roiis 
th,  and  eager  with  expectation. 
d  the  garden,  attends  1  by  the 
id  ladies  of  his  court,  and  fee- 
(ig  about  him  but  airy  cheer- 
>egan  to  fay  to  his  heait— 
ly  (hall  be  a  dav  of  plcaAire.' 
played  upon  tne  water,  I'-.c 
nlcd  in  the  G;rov es,  and  the  gales 
mong  the  branches.  Herovpil 
k  to  walk  as  chance  dire6ted 
[bmctimes  lilU-ncd  to  the  fo iigs, 
;  mingled  with  the  dancers, 

let  loofe  his  imagination  in 

merriment,  and  Ibnielimcs 
sivercfle£lioDS,  and  fententious 
md  feafted  on  the  admiration 
hthcy  were  received, 
ic  dny  rolled  on,  v.-irliout  any 
jf  vexation,  or  intiuiion  of 
y  thoughts.  All  thii  beheld 
t  gladncfs  fromlii-?  looks,  and 
f  happincfs  confenvd  byhiin- 
is heart  with  fatisfa^tion  :  but 
fed  three  hours  in  this  harm- 
,  he  was  alarmed  on  a  fu<l- 

univvri'd  fcix-am  amonr^  the 
ind  txirnin^^  buck,  law  the 
iibly  flying  in  confufion.  A 
codiie  had  jifen  out  of  the 
was  r.Miging  the  ganlcn  in 
i  or  hunger.  Set;*:.!  beheld 
n'lirn.itinn,  as  a  dilhirber  of 
a-.:!  ch:»il(l  liini  back  into  the 
•ouid  not  pcri'iade  his  retinue 

free  their  hearts  from  the 
:h  h:id  feizrd  up<in  tliirm. 
iVes  iiitlokd  thcmlelvcs  in  the 
i  couUl  yet  Icarctly  believe 
in  iufL-tv,      Evcrv  attention 


was  fixed  upon  the  late  danger  and 
efcape,  and  no  mind  was  any  longer  at 
leifure  for  gay  fallic$  or  carelefs  pi-attle. 
Scged  had  now  no  other  emj^Ioyment 
than  to  contcmulate  the  innumerable 
cafualtics  which  lie  in  am'^ufh  on  eveiy 
fide  to  intercept  the  happinefs  of  man, 
ami  break  in  upon  the  hour  of  delight 
and  tranquillity.  He  had,  however, 
the  confoLuion  of  thinking,  that  he  had 
not  been  now  difappointed  by  his  own 
fault,  and  that  the  accident  which  had 
blafted  the  hopes  of  the  day  might  cafdy 
be  pi  evented  by  future  caution. 

I'hat  he  might  provide  for  the  pleafure 
of  the  next  morning,  he  refolvcd  to  re- 
peal his  penal  edi'5t,  iince  he  had  already 
found  th^it  difconteiit  and  mcla;-:choly 
were  not  to  be  friu^htcd  away  liy  the 
thrtais  of  autliority,  ar.d  that  pleafure 
would  only  rclldc  ivhere  <bc  vv'i<>  ex- 
empteil  from  controul.  He  t!vjicfoi*c 
inviteil  all  the  tomp  i.iions  of  hi.,  retreat 
to  unlxjunded  pleaiimtiy,  by  i>roj>o/ing 

{uizcs  foi-  thofe  whofhouid,  on  the  fol- 
owing  diy,  dlllingujih  thcni;c!vL-s  by 
any  fcttivc  jicrformances;  the  (allies  of 
tJie  anlrchaniberwerc  covLTwd  with  gold 
and  pearls,  and  robes  and  gai  l:.nds  de- 
creed the  i-cwai'ds  of  thofc  wlio  could 
refine  elegance  or  heighten  pleafure. 

At  t!ii  i  dif "play  of  riihes  every  eye 
imnii«liaiLly  Ip.jikled,and  every  tongue 
wa>  b'lil'-l  in  ».elcliiarbig  tlu-  bmintyand 
ma  jr-iticcnce  of  the  en i]>erur.  But  when 
Sc;;>d  entered,  in  hoj<s  of  unconiTUon 
cnt-rtainnieut  lioni  uhivcrial  emulation, 
he  found  that  any  pjillon  too  Ihc^ngly 
agitated  puts  an  endtu  that  tranquillity 
wliieh  is  necefl'aiy  to  mirth,  and  that  the 
muid  th'JLt  U  to  V><L  \v\v>Nt.d.\.^^^.Wt.^<t^\\R. 
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ventilations  of  gaiety,  muft  be  fiifl 
finoothed  by  a  total  calm.  Whatever 
we  ardently  wifh  to  gain,  we  muft  in 
Ifcc  fame  degnre  be  afraid  to  lofe,  and 
fear  and  pleafure  cannot  dwell  together. 

Ail  was  now  care  and  iblicitude.  No- 
thing was  done  or  fpoken,  but  with  fo 
vifible  an  endeavour  at  pert*e£l ion,  as  al- 
way  failed  to  delight,  tlM>ugh  it  fome- 
times  forced  admiration  :  and  Sepced 
could  not  but  ohfeiTcwith  forrow,  that 
his  prizes  had  more  influence  than  him* 
ielf.  As  the  evening  approached,  the 
conteftgrewmoi-e  earneft,  and  thofe  who 
•were  forced  to  allow  themiUvw  excelled, 
began  to  dilcovei'  t!ie  malignity  of  de- 
feat, fird  by  angry  glances,  and  at  laft 
by  contemptuous  murmurs.  Seged  like- 
wife  fliared  the  anxiety  of  the  day ;  for 
conAdering  himfelf  as  obliged  to  diflri- 
butewith  exa^juftice  the  prizes  which 
had  been  fo  zealoufly  fought,  he  durft 
never  remit  his  attention,  but  paflfed  his 
*  time  upon  the  rack  of  doubt  in  balanc- 
ing dlnferent  kinds  of  merit,  and  adjur- 
ing the  claims  of  all  the  competitors. 

At  laft,  knowing  that  no  exaftnefs 
could  fatisfy  thofe  whofe  hopes  he  fhoiild 
difappoint,  and  thinking  tnat  on  a  day 
fet  apart  for  happincfs,  it  would  be  cruel 
to  oppivft  any  heart  with  foiTow,  he.  de- 
clared that  all  ha<l  mealed  him  alike, 
and  difmiffed  ail  with  prcienls  of  equal 
value. 

Scged  foon  faw  that  h?s  c::ution  had 
not  been  able  to  avoid  crtence.  They 
who  h?.d  believed  themlelves  feciire  of 
the  htgheil  prizes,  vJere  not  uleaicd  to  be 
levelled  with  the  ci'^wd;  ana  though, by 
lac  lib-rality  of  the:  king,  ihey  i"eceived 
more  than  his  proniifehad  intitled  them 
to  expcd,  th.tv departed  unfatisfied.  bc- 
caule  they  v/cre  hor.ourcd  with  no  dif- 
tin6lion,  and  wanted  an  opportunity  to 
triximph  in  th^-  r.io  rtification  of  their  op- 
ponents.    *  BehcJil  here,*    faid  Seged, 

*  the  ccndition  of  him  who  places  his 

*  huppinefs  in  lh«j  happinefs  of  others.* 
He  then  retired  to  meditate,  and  while 
the  courtiers  v/crc  repining  at  his  diltri- 
butions,  faw  die  fihh  fun  go  down  in 
difcontent. 

The  next  dav/n  renewed  his  refohi- 
tion  to  be  happy.  But  having  learned 
how  little  he  could  effc6V  by  fettled 
fchemes  or  preparatory  meafures,  he 
thought  it  hcii  u » give  up  one  day  entire- 
ly to  chance,  an;  i  left  every  one  to  pleafe 
and  be  plealcd  li  is  own  way. 

Tins  rdaxati(  m  of  regulantY  ^ffuC- 


ed  a  general  complacence  thrc 
whole  court,  and  the  emperor  i 
tliat  he  had  at  laft  found  the 
obtaining  an  interval  of  felicit 
as  he  was  roving  in  this  carclel 
bly  with  equal  carcleflncfs,  he  o 
one  of  his  courtiers  in  a  cloii 
munnuring  alone :  *  What  r 
'  Seged  above  us,  that  we  (ho 

*  fear  and  obey  himj    a  man 

*  whatever  he  may  have  forme 

*  formed,  his  luxury  now  fhew 

*  the  fame  weaknefs  with  on 
This  charge  affefted  him  the  i 
it  was  uttered  by  one  whom  h< 
ways  obferved  among  the  moft 
his  flatteicr:.  At  hift  his  ind 
prompted  him  to  leverity;  bu£  r 
that  what  was  fpoken  without  i 
to  be  heard  was  to  be  confidered 
thought,  and  was  i^rhaps  but 
den  bui-ft  of  cafual  and  tempor 
ation,  he  invented  fome  decent 
to  fend  him  away,  that  his  retre 
not  be  tainted  with  the  br^th  < 
and  after  the  ftruggle  of  deli 
was  paft,  and  all  defire  of  rev( 
terly  fuppreiTed,  pafled  the  ever 
only  with  tianquillity,  but  t 
though  none  but  himielf  was  c 
of  the  vi£lory. 

The  i*cmembrancc  of  this  c 
cheered  the  beginning  of  the 
day,  and  nothing  happened  to 
the  pleafure  of  Seged,  till  lookin 
tree  that  (haded  him,  he  recoiled 
under  a  tree  of  the  fame  kind 
paifed  the  night  after  his  defe 
kingdom  of  Goiama.  The  i 
on  his  lofs,  his  dilhonour, 
miferies  which  his  fubje^ls 
from  the  invader,  filled  him  v 
nefs.  At  laft  he  ftiook  ofFth 
of  forrow,  and  began  to  folao 
with  his  ufual  plealures,  when 
quillity  was  again  difturbed  b) 
fies  which  the  late  conteft  for  t 
had  produced,  and  which,  h: 
vain  ti  ied  to  pacify  them  by  pc 
he  was  forced  to  filence  by  conn 

On  tae  eighth  mornmg  S< 
awakened  early  by  an  unufual 
the  apartments,  and  enquiring  t 
was  told  that  the  Princefs  Bal 
feized  with  (icknefs.  He  rofe, 
ling  the  phyficians,  found  that 
little  hope  of  her  recovery.  I 
an  end  of  jollitvt  all  his  dioiu 
now  upon  his  aaughter»  wiwM 
clqCid  Qathe  tenth  day. 
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tich  were  the  days  which  Seged  of  tivehe  has  bequeathed  to  future  genera- 

iopia  had  appropriated  to  a  fhoit  re-  tions,  that  no  man  hereafter  may  pre- 

Btion  from  tne  fatigues  of  war  and  fume  to  lay — '  This  day  (hail  be  a  day 

cares  of  government.,    This  narra-  '  of  happinds/ 


N»CCVI.    SATURDAY,  MARCH  7,  1752. 

I  fltorOSITI  NOWDUM  rUDlT,    ATQ.UI   KADEM  1ST  MIMS, 

VT  BONA  SVMMAPVTESy    ALIKNA    TIVZRE   <^UADK  A. 

Jvv, 

BUT  HARDENED  BY  APFKONTSy  AND    ITILL   THB  SAME, 

LOST  TO  ALL  SENSE  OT  HONOUR  AND  OF  FAME, 

THOU  YET  CAN'ST  LOVE  TO  HAUNT  THE  GREAT  MAN*8  BOARDy 

and  think  no  supper  good  but  with  a  lord. 

Bowles* 


VHEN  Diogenes  was  once  afked 
what  kind  of  wine  he  liked  belly 
•nfwered*-'  That  which  is  drunk,  at 
hecoft  of  others.' 

Though  the  chara6ler  of  Diogenes 
inever  excited  any  geneial  zeal  of 
hldon,  there  are  many  who  refemble 
B  in  his  taftc  of  wine;  many  who  are 
gal,  though  not  abflemious;  whofe 
xtites,  though  too  powerful  for  rea- 
\f  are  kept  under  reftraint  by  avarice; 
I  to  whom  all  delicacies  lofe  their 
roar  when  they  cannot  be  obtained 
tat  their  own  expence. 
!ilothing  produces  more  fmgularity  of 
imers  and  inconftancyof  life,  than 
confli£l  of  oppofite  vices  in  the  fame 
id.     He  that  uniformly  purfues  any 

Kfc,  whether  good  or  bad,  has  a 
>  principle  of  aftion;  and  as  he 
f  always  find  aflbciates  who  are  tra- 
ing  the  fame  way,  is  countenanced 
example,  and  Ihcltcred  in  the  multi- 
ej  but  a  man  a£luated  at  once  by 
ancnt  dcfires,  muft  move  in  a  direc- 
.  peculiar  to  himfelf,  and  fufFer  that 
t)ach  which  we  are  naturally  inclin- 

0  beftow  on  thofe  who  deviate  from 
reft  of  the  world,  even  without  cu- 
ring whether  they  are  worle  or  better. 
^ct  thi5  conflicl  of  deiircs  fometimes 
iuccs  wonderful  efforts.  To  riot  in 
fetched  di(hes,  or  furfeit  with  un- 
luAed  variety,  and  yet  pr^tS^ife  the 

1  rigid  economy,  is  furely  an  art 
ch  may  juftly  draw  the  eyes  of  man- 
l  upon  them  whofe  induftryor  judg- 
t  has  enabled  thtm  to  attaip  it.  To 
,  indeed,  who  is  content  to  break 
I  the  chefts,  or  mortgage  the  ma- 
lof  his  anceftors,  that  he  may  hire 
tnlniften  ^f  excefs  at  the  higheft 


price,  gluttony  is  an  eafy  fcience;  yet' 
we  often  hear  the  votaries  of  luxuiy 
boafting  of  the  elegance  which  they  owe 
to  the  tafte  of  others,  relating  with  rap- 
ture the  fucceflion  of  difties  with  which 
their  cooks  and  caterers  fupply  them, 
and  expe£ling  their  (hare  of  pi-aife  with 
the  difcovertrs  of  arts  and  the  civilizers 
of  nations.  But  to  Shorten  tlie  way  to 
convivial  happincfs,  by  eating  with- 
out coft,  is  a  fecret  nltherto  in  few 
hands,  but  certainly  deferves  the.curi- 
ofity  of  thofe  whofe  principal  enjoy- 
ment is  their  dinner,  and  who  fee  ^e  fun 
rife  with  no  other  hope  than  that  they 
fhall  fill  tlieir  bellies  before  it  fcts. 

Of  them  that  have  within  my  know- 
ledge attempted  this  fcheme  of  happinefs, 
the  greater  part  have  been  immediately 
obliged  to  defift;  and  fomc,.  whom  their 
firft  attempts  flattered  with  fucccls,  were 
reduced  by  degrees  to  a  few  tables, 
from  which  they  were  at  latt  chafed  to 
make  way  for  others;  and  having  long 
habituated  themfelvcs  to  fupcrfluous 
plenty,  growled  away  their  latter  ycait 
in  difcontenteil  competence. 

None  enter  the  regions  of  luxinr  with 
higher  cxpe£lations  than  men  of  wit, 
who  imagine  that  tliey  (hall  never  want 
a  welcome  to  that  company  whofe  ideas 
they  can  enlarge,  or  uholt  imaeina- 
tionsthey  can  elevate,  ami  believe  them- 
felves  able  to  pay  for  their  wmic  with 
the  mirth  which  it  qualifies  them  to 
produce.  Full  of  this  opinion,  they 
crowd  with  little  invitation,  wherever 
the  fmcll  of  a  feaft  allures  them,  but 
are  fcldom  cncourajred  to  repeat  their 
vifits,  being  dreaded  by  tiie  pert  as  ri- 
vals, and  hated  by  the  dull  as  difturbcrs 
of  tlie  companv. 
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No  man  has  been  Co  h:ippy  in  grain- 
ing an;l  kctping  the  privilege  of  living 
at  luxurious  houfes  as  Gulofulus,  who 
after  th'.riy  years  of  continual  revelry, 
has  nov.'  e'ia'  lilhcd,  by  u  neon  trover  ted 
prcfcription,  his  claim  to  partake  of  evei-y 
entertainment,  ami  whofe  prefence  they 
who  afpire  to  the  praifc  of  a  liimptuous 
table  are  careful  to  procure  on  a  day  of 
importance,  by  fending  the  invitation  a 
fortnight  l^efore. 

Gulofulus  entered  the  world  witli- 
out  any  eminent  degree  of  merit;  b\it 
wMs  careful  to  frequent  houfes  wheie 
prrions  of  rank  reJbrtcd.  By  being 
often  fecn,  he  became  in  time  known; 
and  from  fitting  in  the  fame  room,  was 
fi'.rcrcdio  mix  in  idle  convcriation,  or 
aHill-d  lo  fill  up  a  vacant  hour,  when 
better  amufemcnt  was  not  readily  to  be 
had.  From  the  coffcc-hmife  he  was 
fomct'mcs  taken  away  to  dinner;  and 
as  no  man  rcfufes  the  acquaintance  of 
him  uliom  he  fees  admitted  to  famili- 
arity I>v.otliers  of  equal  tlii^nity,  when 
he  hi'.d  been  met  at  a  few  tables,  he  with 
kTs  diificulfy  found  the  way  to  more, 
till  .U  lait  he  was  regularly  expelled  to 
appear  whci"ever  pR'parations  are  made 
f(!r  a  fcnll,  within  the  circuit  of  his  ac- 
quaintance. 

When  he  v.'as  thus  by  accident  initi- 
ated in  luxury,  he  felt  in  hlmfelf  no  in- 
clIiMtion  to  retire  from  a  life  of  fo  much 
pi'.alir.-e,  and  therefore  vei7  ferioufly 
ronfidercvl  how  lie  might  continue  it, 
1 7  re  at  qualities,  or  uncommon  accom- 
plWhuKnts,  he  did  not  find  ntcciTary; 
for  he  liad  rilready  ft-cn  thai  merit  rather 
enforces  refpeft  than  attra^s  fondncfs; 
u'ul  as  he  thought  no  follv  greater  than 
that  of  lollng  a  dinner  f'»r  any  other 
gi  atifiration,  he  often  conjTratulatcdhim- 
lelf,  ii-at  lie  had  no'ie  of^that  difgulling 
excellence  vvlv.ch  imprelfes  awe  upon 
gicalJiels,  and  condemns  it's  polTeffors 
to  the  lociety  of  thofe  wiio  ai-e  wife  or 
brave,  and  indigent  as  tbemfblvc^. 

fri'.lofulush'.'ving  never  allotted  much 
of  his  time  to  books  or  meditation,  had 
j'.o  opinicui  In  philofophy  or  politicks, 
and  was  not  in  danger  of  iniuring  his 
int-reft  by  dc:;matical  pofitions.  or  vio- 
lent conti-adiition.  If  a  difputc  arofc, 
he  look  care  to  lifl-en  with  tarncft  at?cn- 
tiur.;  and  when  rither  Ipeakcr  grew  ve- 
hement ajid  lovid,  turr.ed  tov.-ards  him 
v/:fh  eager  qxi'cknefs,  awd  wUttc^Si  ^ 
(hort  ])hraic  of  adnVirtiUoix,  ^x^  Hi  to« 


prifcd  by  fuch  cogency  of  argument  M 
he  had  ncvtr  known  l>efore.  By  this 
filent  conceHion,  he  generally  prcforrd 
in  either  contiovcitift  fuch  a  convi£lion 
of  his  own  fupcriority,  as  inclined  hira 
rather  to  pity  than  irritate  his  adverfary, 
and  prevented  thofe  outiai;es  which  ure 
fometimes  produced  by  the  rage  of  de- 
feat, or  petulance  of  triumph. 

Gulofulus  was  never  embarraffld  Imt 
when  he  was  required  to  decla'ie  hi«  kn- 
timents  before  he  had  been  able  to  dii- 
covcr  to  which  fide  the  mailer  of  the 
houfe  inclined,  for  it  was  his  invariable 
nilc  to  adopt  tlic  notions  of  thofe  that 
invited  him. 

It  will  fometimes  happen  that  the  iii- 
folencc  of  wealth  breaks  into  contcmpm- 
oufnefs,  or  the  turbulence  of  wine  re- 
<juii-es  a  vent;  and  Gulofulus  feM./in 
fails  of  being  fingled  out  on  fuch  cintr- 
gcncics,  as  one  on  whom  any  experi- 
ment of  ribaldry  may  be  fafely  tiied. 
Sometimes  his  lordfhip  finds  himfdf  in- 
clined to  exhibit  a  l*jK:cimcn  of  raillery 
for  the  diverfion  of  his  gucrt,  and  Gu- 
lofulus always  fupplies  him  with  a  fub- 
je6l  of  merriment.  But  he  has  learn- 
ed to  confider  nidencfs  and  indignitif* 
as  Tamil  iaiities  that  entitle  him  toVrent- 
er  freedom:  he  comforts  himfel^  that 
thofe  who  treat  and  infult  him  pay  for 
their  lauofhter,  and  that  he  keeps  his 
money  while  they  enjoy  their  jeft. 

His  chief  policy  confiUs  in  felcfting 
fome  difh  from  cvcrj-  couifc,  and  re- 
commending it  to  the  company,  withan 
air  lo  decifivc,  that  no  imc  wntures  » 
contiTidi^l  him.  By  this  prafticc  he 
acquires  at  a  feaft  a  kind  ot  diflatorial 
authority ;  his  taftc  becomes  the  Ihnd- 
ard  of  pickles  and  feafoning,  and  he 
is  venerated  by  the  profiefTors  of  tpicti- 
rifm,  as  the  only  man  who  tindcrttands 
the  niceties  of  cooker)'. 

Whenever  a  new  fauce  is  imported,  or 
any  innovation  made  in  the  culinary 
fyllem,  he  procures  the  earlieft  intelli- 
gence, anci  the  moft  authcntick  it- 
celpt;  and  by  communicating  his  knw- 
ledgc  under  proper  ini\m£tion«  of  fc- 
crccy,  gains  a  right  of  taftins  h:s  cfwn 
dlfli  whenever  it  is  pi^narea,  that  he 
may  tell  whether  his  direftions  havcWoi 
fully  underftood. 

By  this  mcthoil  of  life  Gnlofubs  hw 

fo  im]»rcflcd  on  his  imagination  the  dig- 

WA\N  vkV  («:alling,  that  he  has  nooihtf 

\»'$v:V.  ijli  vaSi.^  <w  %^it;^  of  inedita- 
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i  calendar  is  a  bill  of  farej 
:s  the  year  by  fuccefllve  dain- 
:  only  common  pUccs  of  his 
re  his  meals j  and  if  you  a(k 
at  time  an  event  happened, 
•s  whether  he  Iieard  it  after 
of  turbot  or  venifon.  He 
deed,  that  thofe  who  value 
upon  fenie,  learning,  or  pi- 
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ety,  fpeak  of  him  widi  contempt^  but 
he  cpnfidcrs  them  as  wretches  envious 
or  ignorant,  who  do  not  know  his  hap- 
pinefs,  or  wi(h  to  fupplant  him;  and 
declares  to  his  friends,  that  he  is  fully 
fatisfied  with  his  own  condu^,  iince  he 
has  fed  every  day  on  twenty  difhes,  and 
yet  doubled  his  ellate. 


^GCVII.     TUESDAY,  MARCH  lo,   1752. 

lolte  seniscintim  mature  sakvs  zquum,  ice 
peccet  ad  extremum  ridendu8* 

Hob. 
the  voice  or  reason  cries  with  winning  force^ 
toose  prom  the  rapid  car  your  aged  horse, 
lest,  in  the  race  derided,  lept  behind, 
he  drag  his  jaded  limbs  and  burst  his  wind. 


s  the  cmptinefs  of  human  en- 
it,  that  wc  are  always  im- 
the  prefent.  Attainment  is 
►y  neglc^V,  and  poflTcfllon  by 
id  the  malicious  remark  of 

cpi^rammatift  on  marriage 
plied  to  every  other  courfe  of 
f  s  two  days  of  happinefs  are 
i  the  bft. 

ments  ai'e  more  plk^afing  than 
lich  the  mind  is  conceiting 
:>r  a  new  undertaking.  From 
it  that  wakens  the  fancy,  till 
"  a6lual  execution,  all  is  im- 

and  progrel's,  triumph  and 
weiy  hour  brings  additions 
;inal  Icheine,  luggcfts  fomc 
int to  fecurc  fuccefs,  or  difco- 
uential  advantages  not  hi- 
fcen.  While  preparations 
and  materials  accumulated, 

after  day  through  elyfian 
and  the  heart  dances  to  die 
je. 

the  plcafure  of  projefling, 
content  tlicmrdves  with  a 
)\'  vifionary  fchemes,  and 
lelr  allotted  time  in  the  calm 

of  conniving  what  they 
pt  or  hope  to  execute, 
not  able  to  feaft  their  ima- 
th  pure  idea5,  advance  fome- 
■  to  the  groflnefs  of  adUon, 
diligence  col  left  whatever  is 

their  defign,  and,  after  a 
jlciiichcs  and  confultations, 
d   away  by  dsSLth,  as  they 


Francis, 

ftand  /a  ^ro«/r^tf  waiting  for  a  proper 
opportunity  to  begin. 

If  there  were  no  otlier  end  of  life, 
than  to  find  fome  adequate-  folace  Ibr 
every  day,  I  know  not  whether  any  con- 
dition could  be  preferred  to  that  of  the 
man  who  involves  himfelf  in  his  own 
thoughts,  and  never  fufFers  experience 
to  fhew  him  the  vanity  of  fpeculationj 
for  no  fooner  are  notions  reduced  to 
pi-a£lice,  than  ti-anquillity  and  confi- 
dence forfake  the  bi-eaft^  every  day 
brings  it's  talk,  and  often  without  bring- 
ing abilities  to  perform  it :  diiiicuhies 
embarrafs,  uncertainty  perplexes,  op- 
polition  retards,  cenfure  exafpcrates,  or 
negle61  dcprcffcs.  We  proceed,  be- 
caiile  we  have  begimj  we  complete  our 
dcfign,  tliatthe  labouralready  (pent  may 
not  be  vain:  but  as  expectation  gra- 
dually dies  away,  the  gay  fmilc  of  ala- 
crity (iifappearb,  we  arc  compelled  to 
implore  levercr  powers,  and  trufl  the 
event  to  patience  and  conftancy- 

When  once  our  labour  has  begun,  the 
comfort  that  enables  us  to  endure  it  is 
the  profpcft  of  it's  end  ^  for  though  la 
every  long  work  there  are  fomr  joyous 
intervals  of  felf-applaufe,  when  the  at- 
tention is  recreated  by  unexpcfted  faci- 
lity, and  the  imagination  foothcd  by  in- 
cidental cxctllcncies;  yet  the  toil  with 
which'^K-rformance  ftruggles  after  idea, 
is  1x>  irkiome  and  diiguding,  and  Co 
frequent  is  the  necefTity  of  retting  be. 
low  that  i>erfef tion  which, we  imagined 
within  our  reach,  that  IcJdom  any  man 


460 


THE    RAMBLER. 


obtains  more  from  his  endeavours  than 
a  painful  eonvi6lion  of  his  defeats,  and 
a  continual  refufcitation  of  dedres  which 
he  feels  himfelf  unable  to  spratify. 

So  certainly  is  wcarinefs  the  conco- 
mitant of  our  undertakings,  that  ex'ery 
man,  in  whatever  he  is  engaged,  con- 
folcr.  himfelf  with  the  hope  of  change; 
if  !ie  has  made  his  way  by  affiJiiity  to 
publicit  employment,  he  talks  among 
his  friends  of  the  delight  of  retreat;  if 
by  the  ncccfllty  of  folitary  application 
he  is  fccluJcd  from  the  world,  he  liftens 
with  a  beating  heart  to  diftant  noifes, 
lon»:s  to  mingle  with  living  beings,  and 
refolvcs  to  take  hereafter  his  fill  of  di- 
verllonR,  or  difplay  his  abilities  on  the 
univMlal  ihtairc,  and  enjoy  the  plea- 
fureof  dilHn^ionand  applaufe. 

Eveiy  Jtifirc,  however  innocent,  grows 
dangerous,  n«  liy  long  indulgence  it  be- 
comes allr'nclent  in  the  mind.  When 
wc  have  been  much  accuftomed  to  con- 
{u\cv  any  thing  as  cipabi'  of  giving  hap- 
pineis,  it  is  not  cafy  to  rc.lrain  our  ar- 
dour, or  to  forbear  Ibnic  prccirit;ition 
in  our  r*dv:tnr»\',  and  irrrciiularity  in  our 
puiiuits.  He  mat  has  cultivated  the  tree, 
watched  the  fwolling  bud  and  openmg 
bl(  ffim;  and  pleafed  hlir.rv.'ir  with  coin- 
put  In.;  l\owm\ich  rver\'  lun  and  fliower 
add  to  it's  growth,  fcnrccly  Hays  till 
the  fruit  his  obtained  it's  maturily, 
but  defeats  his  own  cares  by  eagernefs 
to  leward  them.  When  we  have  dili- 
gently laboured  for  any  purpofc,  we  are 
willir.g  to  belicvi  that  we  have  attained 
it,  andx  bec:iuj"e  wc  have  already  done 
much,  too  fuddcnly  conclude  that  no 
more  is  to  be  done. 

Ail  attra£lion  is  increafcd  by  the  ap- 
proach <f  the  attra5lirg  body.  Wc 
TvQwr  find  curfclves  fo  defirous  to  finifh, 
as  in  the  latter  pint  of  our  work,  orfo 
impatient  of  dcliy,  as  when  we  know 
that  delay  cannot  he  long.  Thus  un- 
ft'dlbnable  importunity  of  difcontent 
may  be  p?.i  tly  imputed  to  languor  and 
woarinti;.,  which  mull  always  opprefs 
thoic  more  whofc  toil  has  been  longer 
fontinued;  but  the  greater  part  uAully 
procf'w'ds  from  frequent  contemplation 
of  thatealc  wliich  is  now  confidtrcd  as 
within  reach,  and  which,  when  it  has 
onco  ilutcrtd  our  hupcs,  we  cannot  fuf- 
ftr  to  be  withheld. 

In  fomc  of  liic  noblcft  compofitions 
cf  \Vit,  the  conclufKin  falls  below  the 
vigour  and  fpirit  of  the  firii  books;  and 
»*  a  ^'cii-us  is  nut  to  be  •kgrjisivdV)'^-  V\vt 


imputation  of  human  failings,  the  axA 
of  this  decleniion  is  comraomy  (bu|^ . 
in  the  ftru^hire  of  the  work,  and  pmh 
fible  reafons  are  given  why  in  toe  de- 
feflivepirt  lefs  ornament  wasnecei&iy, 
or  lefs  could  be  admitted.  But,  per- 
haps, the  author  virould  have  confirndf 
that  his  fancy  was  tired,  and  hii  pcr« 
feverance  broken;  that  he  knew  hisde- 
fign  to  be  unfiniflied,  but  that,  whoi 
he  faw  the  end  fo  near,  he  could  no 
longer  refufe  to  be  at  reft. 

Againft  the  indillations  of  this  frigiil 
opiate,  the  heart  (hould  he  fecured  by  all 
the  confiderations  which  once  concurred 
to  kindle  tlie  ardour  of  enterpriie. 
Whatever  motive  firft  incitird  a£lion,  has 
ft  ill  greater  force  to  ftimulalt  perfeve- 
rance;  fince  he  that  might  have  Iain  ftill 
at  firft  in  blamelefs  obfcurity,  cannot 
afterwards  defift  but  with  infamy  and 
reproach.  He  whom  a  doubtful  pro- 
mife  of  diftant  good  could  encourage  to 
fet  difficulties  at  defiance,  ought  not  to 
remit  his  vigour,  when  he  has  almoft 
obtained  his  rccompencc.  To  faint  cr 
loiter,  when  only  tlie  l;ift  efforts  are  re- 
quired, is  to  fteer  the  ftiip  through  tcm- 
pefts,  and  abandon  it  to  the  winds  in 
fight  of  land;  it  is  to  break  the  ground 
and  fcatttfr  the  feed,  and  at  laftto  ncglecl 
the  haiTcft. 

The  matters  of  rhctorick  dircft,  that 
the  moft  forcible  argiunents  be  produced 
in  the  latter  pait  of  an  oration,  left  they 
fhould  be  eflliced  or  perplexed  byfuper- 
venicnt  images.  This  precept  maybe 
juftly  extended  to  the  fcrics  of  life:  no- 
thing is  ended  with  honour,  which  doet 
not  conclude  better  than  it  began.  It 
is  not  fufficient  to  maintain  the  firft  vi- 
gour; for  excellence  lofes  it's  cffcft  upon 
the  mind  by  cuftom,  as  light  after  a 
time  ceafes  to  dazzle.  Admiration  mull 
be  continued  by  that  novelty  which  firft 
produced  it,  and  how  much  foevcr  it 
given,  there  muft  always  be  rtafon  to 
imagine  that  more  remains. 

We  not  only  are  mbft  fenfible  of  the 
laft  impreffions,  but  fuch  is  the  unwil- 
Hngncfs  of  mankind  to  admit  tj-anfcen- 
dent  merit,  that,  though  it  be  difficult 
to  obliterate  the  reproach  of  mifcarriages 
by  any  fiilifequent  atchicvement,  how- 
ever illuftrious,  yet  the  reputation  raifed 
by  a  long  train  of  fucccfs  may  be  finaUv 
ruined  by  a  fingle  failure;  for  weaknels 
or  error  will  be  always  remembered  by 
that  malice  and  envy  v^ich  it  gratifies. 

^^\  ^t  "^xtN^-^^i^tk  q€  that  dilgracey 
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h  laffitude  and  negligence  may  bring 
A  upon  the  greatelt  performances^ 
(leceilary  to  proportion  carefully  our 
iir  to  our  ftrength.  If  the  deiign 
priies  many  parts,  equally  efTential, 
dierefore  not  to  be  feparatedy  the 
time  for  caution  is  before  we  en- 
;  the  powers  of  the  mind  muft  be 
impartially  eflimated,  and  it  muft 
emembered,  that  not  to  complete 
»lan,  is  not  to  have  begun  it;  and 
nothing  is  done,  while  any  thing  is 
ted. 

ity  if  the  talk  confifts  in  the  repeti- 

of  iingle  a£ls,  no  one  of  which  de- 

it^s  efficacy  from  the  reft,  it  may 

tanpted  with  lefs  fcruple,  becau& 
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there  is  always  opportunity  to  retreat 
with  honour.  The  danser  is  oDly*  left 
we  expe5^  from  the  worldthe  indulgence 
with  which  moft  are  difpoied  to  treat 
themfelves;  and  in  the  hour  of  liftlei^ 
nefs  imagine,  that  the  dilicience  of  one 
day  will  atone  for  the  idleneU  of  anodier^ 
and  that  applaufe  begun  by  approbalioa 
will  be  continued  by  habit. 

He  that  is  himfelf  weary  will  fooa 
weary  the  publick.  Let  him  ^erefore 
lay  down  his  employment,  whatever  it 
be,  who  can  no  longer  exert  his  former 
activity  or  attention^  let  him  not  endea- 
vour to  ftruggle  with  cenfure,  or  obfti- 
nately  infeft  me  ftage  till  a  general  hift 
commands  him  to  depart. 


N»  CCVm.    SATURDAY,  MARCH  14^  1752. 

H^XftTOc  iyb'  ri  fxi  S  xartt  IXxer*  a/uiM'oi; 

oi^C*  nttiur  aiiat  nai  wa^a  nifrt^'w* 

Diog.Laekt. 

I 

B<  GOm,    YB  BLOCKHEADS,    HBRACLITUI  CRIES, 
AND  LBAVE  MY  LABOURS  TO    THE   LEARNED  AND  WI8E| 
BY  WIT,  BY  KNOWLEDGE,  8TVDI0US  TO  BE  READ, 
X  SCORN  THE  MULTITUDE,  ALIVE  OR  DEAD. 


I  ME,  which  puts  an  end  to  all 
human  pleaCures  and  forrows,  has 

ifc  concluded  the  labours  of  the 
sler.  Having  fupported,  for  two 
,  the  anxious  employment  of  ape- 
:al  writer,  and  multiplied  my  eflays 
jr  volumes,  I  have  now  determin- 
defift. 

ic  rcafons  of  this  refblution  it  is  of 
importance  to  declare,  fmce  jufti- 
>n  is  unnecelTary  when  no  objeflion 
dc.  I  am  far  from  fuppofmg,  that 
eflation  of  iny  performances  will 
any  inquiiy,  for  I  have  never  been 
a  favourite  of  the  publick,  nor 
oaft  that,  in  the  progrefs  of  my  un- 
ting,  I  have  been  animated  by  the 
ds  of  the  liberal,  the  carefTes  of  the 
,  or  the  praifes  of  the  eminent. 

I I  have  no  defign  to  gratify  pride 
>miflion,  or  malice  by  lamentation ; 
link  it  reafonable  to  complain  of 
*l  from  thofe  whofe  regard  1  never 
ed.  If  I  have  not  been  diftin- 
xl  by  the  diftributors  of  literary 
irs,  I  have  feldom  defcended  to  the 
\f  which  favour  is  obtained.  I  have 
ic  meteors  offsifhign  rife  and  fall* 


without  any  attempt  to  add  a  moment 
to  their  duration.  I  have  never  com- 
plied with  temporary  curiofity,  nor  en- 
abled my  readers  to  difcufs  the  topick 
of  the  day;  I  have  rarely  exemplified 
my  aflcrtions  by  living  characters ;  in 
my  papers,  no  man  could  look  for  cen- 
fures  of  his  enemies,  or  praifes  of  him- 
felf; and  they  only  were  expe^ed  to  per- 
uie  them,  whofe  paflions  left  them  leifure 
for  abftinCled  truth,  and  whom  virtue 
could  pleafe  by  it's  naked  dignity. 

To  fome,  however,  I  am  indebted  fbr 
encouragement,  and  to  others  for  affifl- 
ance.  The  number  of  my  friends  was 
never  great,  but  they  have  been  fuch  as 
would  not  fuffer  me  to  think  that  I  was 
writing  in  vain,  and  I  did  not  feel  mtich 
deje^ion  from  the  want  of  popularity. 

My  obligations  having  not  been  fre- 
quent, my  acknowledgments  may  be 
ioon  difpatched.  'I  can  reftore  to  all 
my  correfpondcntst  their  produClionSy 
with  little  diminution  of  the  bulk  of  my 
volumes,  though  not  without  the  lofs  of 
fome  pieces,  to  which  particular  honours 
have  been  ^idd. 

Tbc  ^^\t%  ^VQitw  >N>Wk.O^  \  ^^td  w^ 
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other  prair?  titan  that  of  having  given 
them  an  opportiinity  of  appearing,  ai*e 
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are  hapnily  imagined,  or  accurate^  po- 

^         ,,         ^,  Hfheil,  tnat  the  fame  fentiinents  have  not 

,p,>^the  four  Inlfct*  in  thf  tenth  paper,  the     fometlincs  recurred,  or  the  fame  exurd- 

iccond  letter  in  the  fifteenth,  the  thirtieth,     fions  been  too  frequently  repeated,  1  nart 

the  fbrty-fourthf    the  ninct^'-fevcnth,     not  confidence  in  my  abihties  fufficieDt 


fiuifc''^*  and  the  hundredth  papers,"*  and  the  fc- 
'*'***^cond  IcttLT  in  the hirndi-ed  and  fe\'enth. 
Havincf  tluis  deprives!  myfclf  of  many 
occufcs  wliich  candour  mi^ht  have  ad- 
mitted for  the  inequality  of  my  compo- 
ftion?,  beinjj  no  loncjer  able  to  allege 
the  neceffity  of  giMti tying  correfpond- 
ents,  the  imporrunity  with  which  pub- 
lication viris  lolicitcd,  orobtlinacy  with 
which  coinrftion  was  rejeftcd,  I  muft 
irmJn  .icC"J4int;ihle  for  all  my  fault's, 
and  fubmif,  without  fubterfugc,  to  the 
ci:nfurc3  of  ciiiiciim,  which,  however, 
f  Ihall  not  tnr.k::V0ur  to  foften  by  a 
foiiuil  dtpitriitlon,  or  to  overbear  by 
llle  inflv!?iv:.-  «>f  a  patron.  The  fuppli- 
cniions  of  an  r^ut'ior  never  yet  reprieved 
hini  a  UKimcnt  from  oblivion;  and, 
tlioiiL'^li  crreatiurs  has  fon-.etimes  fhelter- 
tx\  giiilt,  it  can  afford  no^roti6lion  to 
ignoranc'j  or  'hilr.els.  Havmg  hitherto 
attempted  only  tl.c  pro}>agation  of  truth, 
I  will  not  at  lall  violate  it  by  tlie  confei- 
iion  of  terrors  which  I  do  not  feel :  hav- 
ing laboured  to  maintain  the  dignity  of 
virtue,  1  will  not  now  degrade  it  by  tlie 
xneannefs  of  dedication. 

The  fte?niir<  vanity  with  v.hich  1  have 
l<»melimes  fpoken  of  myfclf,  would  pcr- 
h:»[>«;  rccj'.iirv:  an  apolo^{)',  were  it  not  ex- 
tenuated by  the  example  of  thofe  who 
have  publillied  eflays  before  me,  and  by 
the  piivilc;;c  which  every  namelefs  writer 
has  been  hitherto  allowed.  •  A  malk,' 
fays   Cartiglione,    *  confers  a  right  of 

•  ailing  and  fpcaking  with  lefs  rertraint, 

•  even  wjieiv  the  wcartr  hapjiens  to  be 

•  known.'  He  th:it  isdifcovered  with- 
out his  own  confent,  may  claim  foine 
indidgencc,  and  cannot  be  rigoroufly 
caPrd  to  julVify  il.olo  fallics  or  frolicks 
which  hi.?  difguife  niuft  prove  him  defir- 
ous  to  conceal. 

But  I  have  been  cautious  left  this  of- 
fence fliould   he  fre(jncnily  or  grofsly 
commiied;  for,  a*  <»ne  of  the  philofo- 
phers   diiL-^H  us  to  live  with  a    friend, 
as  wiih  one  ih:;t  i>  Omtk-  time  to  become 
an  enemy,  I  hav  j  tilways  thought  It  the 
duty  of  annnonvTJiou-^  author  to  write, 
as  if  h?  cxp  tied  to  be  l^reafter  known, 
I  am  willing;  to  tl::i:ir  mylelf  with 
/lop.s,  tl.nt,  by  coUecim^  xWvc  ^^1^^*^ 
J  am  rot  prvpiring,  for  m^-  i\iuvvc  V\<e, 
eithtr  IL'jimt  ur  rv*pcn\.iv.cv:.      TVvaX  ^\ 


my 
to  warrant.  He  that  condemns  himfelf 
to  compofe  on  a  (bted  day,  will  often  ' 
bring  to  Kis  talk  an  attention  diiTipated, 
amcmoiy  embarrafled,  an  imagiuaiion 
overwhelmed,  a  mind  diftrafted  with 
anxieties,  a  body  langni/hing  with  dif- 
eafe:  he  will  labour  on  a  bairen  topick, 
till  it  is  too  late  to  change  it;  or,  in  the 
ardour  of  invention,  dimife  his  thought 
into  wild  exuberance,  which  the  prcf- 
fing  hour  of  publication  c::nnot  fuffcr 
Judgment  to  examine  or  rctluce. 

Whatever  lliall  be  the  final  fentcnce 
of  m.ankind,  I  have  at  leaft  end».avourtJ 
to  defen-e  their  kindnefs.  I  have  i:i- 
boured  to  refine  our  hmguage  to  gram- 
matical purity,  and  to  clear  it  from  col- 
loquial barbarifms,  licentious  iiiioms, 
and  iireg^ular  combinations.  Somcthingi 
}>erhaps,  I  have  addetl  to  the  elegance 
of  It's  conftruition,  and  (bmething  to  fnc 
harmony  of  it's  cadciKcl  When  com- 
mon words  were  lefs  pleaHng  to  the  ca:, 
or  lefi  dillinil  in  their  fignification,  I 
have  fmiiliarized  the  terms  of  philoluphy 
by  applying  them  to  popular  iticas,  but 
have  rarely  admitted  any  word  m<  au- 
thorized by  formei*  writd-s ;  for  I  hcWeic 
that  whoever  knows  the  Englilli  tonguf 
in  it's  pre  fen  t  extent,  will  be  able  to  cx- 
prefs  his  thoughts  without  further  help 
from  other  nations. 

As  it  has  been  my  principal  dcfign  to 
inculcate  wifdom  or  piety,  I  have  allot- 
ted few  papers  to  the  idle  fpons  of  ima- 
gination, bome,  perhaps,  maybe  fcund, 
of  which  the  higheft  excellence  i>  harm- 
lefs  meiriment}  but  fcarcely  any  man  i« 
fo  Ikadily  ferious  as  not  to  ccmplaini 
that  the  ftvcrity  of  dift atonal  iniJniclion 
has  Ixrcn  too  feldom  i-elievcd,  and  that 
he  is  driven  by  the  ftcmnefs  of  th*-  Ram- 
bler's philofophy  to  more  chucrful  aiul 
airy  com[ianions. 

Kext  to  the  excurfions  of  fancy  are  the 
difquifitions  of  cr4ticifm,  which,  in  my 
opinion,  is  only  to  be  ranked  among  the 
fubordinate  and  inftrumental  arts.  Ar- 
bitrary dccifion  and  general  cxclamatioi 
1  have  carefully  avoided,  by  alTerting 
nothing  without  a  rcafon,  and  eftablilh- 
ing  all  my  principles  of  judgment  00 
wwA^-w-A^Nft  'xxvd evident  truth. 
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t  wholly  from  all  refcmblance  j 
'•hich  writers  dofei*vcdly  cele- 
ijuently  commit,  that  they  may 
the  occafion  requires,  either 
abhorrence.  Some  enlarge- 
'  be  allowed  to  declamation, 
rxaggeration  toburlefque;  but 
viate  further  from  reality,  they 
fs  ufeful,  becaufe  their  leflfons 
>f  application.  The  mind  of 
r  is  carried  away  from  the  con- 
n  of  his  own  manners;  he  finds  . 
:  no  likenefs  to  the  phantom 
m;  and  though  he  laughs  or 
not  reformed. 

(Tays  profefledly  ferious,  if  I 
1  able  to  execute  my  own  in- 
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tentions,  will  be  found  exa6llv  con form« 
able  to»lhe  precepts  of  Chriftianity, 
withoutny  accommodation  to  the  licen- 
tioufnefs  and  levity  of  the  prefent  age. 
I  therefore  look  back  oh  this  part  of  my 
work  with  pleafure,  which  no  blame  or 

?rall€  of  man  (hall  diminifh  or  augment, 
(hurt  never  envy  the  honours  which 
wit  and  learning  obtain  in  any  other 
caufe,  if  I  can  be  numbered  among  the 
v^riters  who  have  given  ardour  to  virtue, 
and  confidence  to  truth. 

Celeftial  pow'rs !  that  piety  regard. 

From  you  my  labours  wait  their  laft  rewa*^ 


FINIS. 
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PnnttJ  fer  Harrison  amd  Co.  N*  iS,  Ptternofter  Raw« 

MDCCLXXXV. 


TO    THE    BOOKSELLER. 


SIR, 


I  Need  not  acquaint  you  by  what  accident  thefe  Letters  were  put 
into  my  hands,  and  what  pains  I  have  taken  in  tranflating  them; 
I  will  only  fay  that,  having  been  long  a  fcholar  to  the  late  mod  learned 
Mr.  Dadichy,  interpreter  of  the  Oriental  languages,- 1  have  ac- 
quired fkill  enough  in  the  Perfian  tongue  to  be  able  to  give  the  fenfe 
of  them  pretty  juftly;  though  I  muft  acknowledge  my  tranflation  far 
inferior  to  the  Eaftern  fublimity  of  the  original,  which  no  Englilh 
ezpreflion  can  come  up  to,  and  which  no  Englilh  reader  would  admire. 

I  am  aware  that  fome  people  may  fufpedl  that  the  character  of  a  Per- 
fian iifiditious,  as  many  fuch  counterfeits  have  appeared  both  in 
France  and  England.  But  whoever  reads  them  with  attention  will 
be  convinced,  that  they  are  certainly  the  work  of  a  perfe6l  Granger. 
The  obfervations  are  fo  fortign  and  out  of  the  -way^  fuch  remou  bints 
and  impcrfeS  notions  are  taken  up,  our  pre/ent  happy  condition  is  in 
all  refpcdts /^  ill  underftood^  that  it  is  hardly  poflible  any  EngliOiman 
(hould  be  the  author. 

Yet  as  there  is  a  pleafure  in  knowing  how  things  here  afTe^l  a  fb« 
reigner,  though  his  conceptions  of  them  be  ever  fo  extravagant^  I. 
think  you  may  venture  to  expofe  them  to  the  eyes  of  the  world;  the 
rather,  becaufe  it  is  plain  the  man  who  wrote  them  is  a  lover  of  liber- 
ty, and  mull  be  fuppofed  more  impartial  than  our  countrymen  when 
they  fpeakof  their  own  admired  cuftoms  and  favourite  opinions^ 

I  have  nothing  further  to  add,  but  that  it  is  a  f  rent  pity  they  are 
not  recommended  to  the  publick  by  a  dedication  to  fomt  great 
man  ahout  the  court,  who  would  have  patronized  them  for  the  freedom 
with  i\jhicbthey  are  written:  but  the  trandator  not  having  the  honour 
to  be  acquainted  with  any  body  there,  they  muft  want  that  ineftimable 
idvantage,  and  truft  entirely  to  the  candour  of  the  reader. 

I  am.  Sir  J 
Your  mod  humble  Servant* 


PERSIAN 


PERSIAN    LETTER  S* 


tferxER  h 

SELlifi  to  MIltZA   AT  ISlPAUANi 


9K0M  tOHS^Kl 


OU  knoweft,  my  deareft  Mirza, 
he  reafons  tliat  moved  me  to 
y  country^  and  Vifit  England; 
ill  thyff  If,  in  a  great  meafure,  the 
r  it.  The  relations  we  received 
ir  friend  Ufbec,  of  thofe  parts  of 
which  he  had  feen,  raifed  in  us 
nt  defire  to  know  the  reft,  and 
arly  this  famous  i/iamlf  of  which, 
ing  been  there  himfelf,  hfe  could 
but  imjperfefl  accounts, 
is  permaGon  we  determined  to 
hither;  but  when  wc  were  juft 
)  fet  out,  the  fublime  orders  of 
!ii  our  mafter  detained  th«e  at  the 
his  facred  throne, 
illing  as  I  was  to  go  alone^  I 
to  thy  importunities,  and  was 
to  live  fmgle  among  ftrangcrs 
mies  to  the  faith,  diat  I  might 
to  gratify  thy  thirft  of  know- 
voyage  Mras  profperotis;  and  I 
\  country  well  worthy  our  curio- 
Phe  recommendations  given  me 
:c  to  fome  EnglUh  he  knew  at 
re  a  great  advantage  to  me;  and 
aken  fuch  pains  to  ieam  theltn- 


gliage,  that  I  ani  already  more  capable 
of  converfation  than  a  great  many  fo- 
reigners I  mee^  with  here,  Mrho  have  ri- 
fided  much  longer  in  this  country,  ef* 
pecially  the  French,  who  feem  to  value 
themfelvei  upon  fpcaking  no  tongue  but 
their  own. 

I  fllall  appl]^  myfelf  principally  to 
ftudy  tbe  Englijb  governmentp  Co  oiffe-' 
rent  from  that  of  P^a,  aiid  of  which 
U(bec  has  conceived  at  1  diftance  fo  great 
an  idoa* 

Whatever  .in  tte  manners  of  this  peo- 
ple appears  to  me  to  ht/inguiar  znd Jfan* 
tafiiealy  I  will  alfo  give  thee  foitie  ac^* 
cotint  of;  and>  if  I  ihay  judge  by  what 
I  have  fceii  already,  this  is  a  fubjeCt 
which  will  not  eafily  be  exhaufted. 

Communicate  iny  letters  to  Ufbec; 
and  he  will  explain  fuch  diificulties  tt» 
thee  as  mav  happen  to  occur  |  but  if  any 
thing  (hould  feem  to  you  both  to  be  un* 
accoMntabUf  do  not  theitfore  immedi- 
ately conclude  it  y^^;  for  the  bahitJ  and 
reafoningi  of  men  are  (b  very  diflerentt 
that  what  appears  the  ezceft  fs^  folly  in 
one  country,  may  in  another  be  ciUem«^ 
ed  thehigheft  njotfdom* 


LETTER    IL 

fSLXMi    TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAZtAN« 


E  firft  obje^ls  of  a  ftranger*s 
iriofity  are  the  public  fpeflacles. 
irried  laft  night  to  one  they  rail 
t>  which  it  a  concert  of  mvfick 


rtdM  tOKDON. 


brought  from  Italj,  and  in  every  re- 
iyt^f^iign  to  this  country.  It  wai 
pcrfonned  in  a  chamber  as  magnificent 
at  the  itf^lendent  palace  ^  our  em- 
it %  P-rOTf 


PERSIAN    LETTERS, 


^ror,  nnd  as  full  of  handtbme 
as  his  fcraglioT  they  had  no  eunuchs 
among  thtm,  but  tncre  was  one  who 
f'lng  upon  the  flap,  and  by  the  luxuri- 
ous tendemefs  of  hi*  airs,  feemcd  filter  to 
make  them  wan  ton  than  keep  them  chafte. 

Inftcdd  of  the  habit  projMjr  to  fuch 
creatures,  be  "worea  fultof  armour,  and 
called  himlelf  Julius  Cxfar. 

I  aflced  who  Julius  CAJl'ar  was,  and 
whether  he  had  been  famous  (or paging. 

They  told  me,  he  was  a  warrior  that 
had  conquered  all  the  world,  and  de- 
bauched half  the  women  in  Rome. 

I  was  going  to  exprefs  my  admiration 
at  feeing  him  fo  properly  reprcfented, 
when  I  heard  two  ladies  who  fat  nigh 
me,  cry  out  as  it  were  in  an  cxta;y — «  O 

•  that '  dear  creature  I    /  am  djiig  for 

•  ioiieofhim/ 

At  the  fame  time  I  heard  a  gentle- 
man fay  aloud,  that  br>th  the  niulick 
»nd  (ingers  were  deteftable. 


*  You  mud  not  mind  him/  /aid  mv 
friend,  •  he  is  of  the  otbff  party,  and 

*  comes  here  only  ^Aafpy." 

*  How,'  fa  id  I,  *  have  vou  partiniB 

*  mufick  ?•— «  Yes,'  replied  he;  « it  is  a 

*  rule  with  us  to  judge  of  nothbgby 
'  our  fcnirs  and  underiftanding,  but  to 
'  hear,  and  fee,  and  think,  only  as  v: 

*  chance  to  be  differenrly  engaged.' 

*  I  hope/  faid  I,  *  that  a  rti  anger  may 

*  be  neutral  in  thcfe  Jivirions;  and,  to 

*  faythetnith,  V'»ur  mufick  is  vcrv  far 

*  from  inHaming  me  to  a  J'pirit  ot  fac- 

*  tion;  it    is  much  moit;  Hk.iy  to  lay 

*  me  aflcep.  Ours  in  Pcrfia  fetsusall 
'  a  dancingi  but  I   am  quite  unmoved 

*  with  this/ 

*  Do  hut  fnrey  itmo'vitig,''  returned 
my  friend,  *  and  you  will  foon  be  msved 

*  as  much  as  others ;  it  is  a  trick  vou 

*  may  learn  when  you  will,  withalitdi 

*  pains;  we  have  molt  of  us  Icanit  it 

*  in  our  turns.'    * 


LETTER    III. 


SELIM,   TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


FROM  LOKDOir* 


I  Was  this  morning  prcfent  at  a  diver- 
fion  extremely  dinerent  from  the 
opera,  of  which  I  have  given  thee  adc- 
fcription,  and  they  tell  me  it  is  peculiar 
to  this  count  r}'.  The  fpe£lators  wci-e 
placed  in  galleries  of  an  0}>en  circus; 
nclow  them  was  an  area  filled,  not  with 
eunuchs  and  muficians,  but  with  bulls 
and  bcar:<,  and  dogs  and  %hting-men. 
The  pleafure  was  to  fee  the  animals 
wony  and  gore  one  another,  and  the 
men  give  and  receive  many  wounds, 
which  the  delighted  beholders  rewarded 
with  (bowers  of  money,  greater  or  Icfs 
in  proportion  as  the  combatants  weix* 
more  or  Icfs  hurt.  I  had  fome  com- 
paiHon  for  the  poor  bealls,  which  weit; 
forcibly  incenfctl  agaioii  each  other;  but 
the  human  brutes^  who,  unexcited  by 
any  raj;e  or  I'enle  of  injuiy,  could  fpifl 
the  blood  of  others,  and  lofe  their  own, 
ioemed  to  me  to  dcfervc  no  pity.  How- 
ever, I  looked  \\\)or{  it  as  a  proof  of  the 
murtial  genius  oi  this  people,  and  ima- 
gined I  could  difcovcr  in  that  ferocity  a 
fpliir  x>iL  freedom.  A  Frenchman  who 
I'lt  nctr  me  was  much  oftended  at  the 
barbarity  of  the  fight,  and  reproaclicnl 
my  frij'nd  who  bn)i^ht  tsw  thirhdr  with 
the  f»»»uniinary  difix/lition  of  the  Englifh, 
in  cJtiJ^hiing  in  fach  f'^didw,    M'^- 


friend  agreeii  with  him  in  general,  ui 
allowed  that  it  oufhtnot  to  be  encourag* 
ed  in  a  civilized  ftate :  but  a  gentleman 
who  was  placed  jull  above  them  caA  a 
very  four  look  at  both,  and  did  notfeen 
at  all  of  their  opinion.  He  was  dreftdii 
a  (hort  black  wig,  had  hi&  boots  on,  aod 
held  in  his  hand  a  long  whip,  which, 
wlien  the  fellow  fought  iloutly,  he  vrouid 
crack  very  loud  by  way  of  approbatioa. 
One  would  have  thought  by  bis  afpeA 
that  he  had  fought  fome  prizes  himielf, 
or  at  Icaft  that  he  had  received  a  good 
part  of  his  educaticn  in  this  place.  Hit 
difcourfe  was  as  rough  as  hi>  tigurc,  bsC 
did  not  appear  to  me  to  want  fenfe.  '  I 
'  fu)>i>ofe.  Sir,'  faid  he  to  my  friend, 
'  that  you  have  been  bred  at  court,  and 

*  therefore  I  am  not  furprized  that  yen 
<  do  not  rcli(hth^sj9ear-garden:  but  let 
'  me  tell  you,  that  if  more  people  cama 

*  hither,  and  fewer  loitered  in  the  draw- 

*  ing-room,  it  would  not  be  worfe  fur 
'  Old  England  *.  wc  ai-e  indeed  a  aw- 

*  lixcdftatey  as  you  are  pleaied  to  call 
'  it;    but  I  couid  wifh,  up(Mi  certain 

*  occalions,  we  were  not  quite  fo  rwi 
'  Tlvis  gentlenefc  andtftemioacyinoir 

/  manners  will  foflen  us  hy  degrees  into 
'  (laves,  and  wc  Ihall  grow  to  hatcfight- 

*  vcv^  vu  carueit  when  wc  du  not  love  to 

•  lit 
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in  jcft.  Yoo  fine  g^itlemen  are 
e  tafte  of  inbdern  Rome,  fqueak- 
imuchs  and  corruption;  but  lam 
tat  of  ancient  Rome,  gladiators 
iberty.  And  as  for  the  barbaric 
ich  tne  foreigne:*  tht- re  upbraids 
ith,  I  can  tell  ,him  of  a  r  rcnch 
whom  their  nation  is  vtry  proud 


. '  of,  that  afled  much  more  harhmttmf-^ 

*  /|^;  for  he  ihed  the  blood  of  millions 

*  of  his  fubje£ls  out  of  downright  wan- 

*  tonneft,  and  butchered  his  innocent 
'  neighbours  without  any  cauTe  of  quiT'^ 

*  rel,  only  to  have  the  glory  of  ^being 

*  eilecmed  tht  greateft  prize-JigbUr  in 

*  Europe/ 


LETTER  IV. 


SELIM,  TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


ritOM  L0M90N* 


;  the  law  of  England,  that  when 
;btor  is  infolvent,  his  creditors 
ut  him  up  \u  prifon,  and  keep 
rre  if  lh«y  pleafe  for  all  his  life, 
he  pays  the  whole  of  what  he 
My  curiofity  led  me  th«  other 
Dne  of  thofe  prlfons:  my  heart  is 
ivy  with  the  repembranre  of  the 
I  faw  there.  Among  the  va- 
tufcs  of  their  undoing,  fome  aie 
jctraordinary  a  kind,  that  I  can- 
p  relating  them  to  thee.  One  of 
oners,  who  carried  in  his  looks 
ft  fettled  melancholy,  told  me  he 
n  mafter  of  an  eafy  fomme,  and 
rry  happily  a  good  while,  till  he 
acqusinted  with  a  lawyer,  who 
ing  over  (bmc  old  writings  of  his 
unluckily  dilcovered  certain 
ents  that  gave  him  a  right  to  an 
n  the  poiieflion  of  one  of  his 
3urs:  upon  which  he  was  per- 
toffoto  law;  and,  after  profecut- 
fuit  for  twenty-years  with  a  vex- 
hat  had  almoft  turned  his  brain, 
t  the  law\'er's  fortune,  reduced 
^hbour  to  beggary,  and  had  no 
gained  his  caufc,  but  his  credi- 
ized  on  both  cftatcs,  and  fent 
enjoy  his  viftory  in  a  gaol. 
c6nd  informed  mc  that  he  was  a 
,  and  bom  to  a  confiderable  eftate; 
ing  covetous  to  improve  it,  had 
1  a  very  rich  hcircfs,  who  was  lb 
gmteel  in  her  expences,  and 
fo  many  ways  of  doing  credit  to 
and  her  huioand,  tliat  Oie  quick- 
him  from  his  new  houfc  near  the 
to  the  lodgings  in  which  I  found 
*  Why  did  not  you  divorce  her,' 
to  him,  '  when  you  found  that 
xtravagancc  would  be  your  ruin  V 
h.  Sir!*  rei>lied  he,  '<  I  fliould 
been  a  happy  man  if  I  could  have 
tit  her  with  a  guilantf  I  might 


*  then  have  got  rid  of  her  by  law.-  but# 

*  to  my  forrow,  (he  was  virtuous  as  well 
'  asuglv}  her  only  paillons  were  equi- 

*  page  and  gaming.'  I  was  infinitely 
(brprized  that  a  man  fhould  wifh  to  find 
his  wife  an  adulterefs,  or  that  he  fhould 
be  obliged  to  keep  her  to  his  undoing 
only  becaufeAie  was  not  one. 

Another  faid  he  was  a  genlleman  of 
a  good  family,  and  having  a  mind  to 
rile  in  the  ftate,  fpent  fo  much  monev 
to  purchafe  t  feat  in  parliament,  thst 
though  he  fucceeded  pretty  .well  in  hit 
views  at  com  t,  the  lakiry  did  not  pay 
the  debt;  and  being  unable  to  get  hira- 
(elf  chofe  again  at  the  next  election,  he 
loll  his  place  and  his  Ubeity  both  to- 
gether. 

The  next  that  I  fpoke  to  was  reputed 
the  bell  fcholar  in  Europe;  he  under- 
ftood  the  Oriental  languages,  and  talked 
to  me  in  very  good  Arabtck. 

I  afked  how  it  was  poflible  that  £o 
learned,  a  man  fhould  be  in  want»  and 
whether  all  the  books  he  had  read  could 
not  keep  him  out  of  ga«l.  *  Sir,"  faid 
hf ,  *  thofe  books  are  the  very  things 

*  that  brought  me  hither.  Would  to 
'  God  I  had  been  bred  acobLer!  I  fhouki 
'  then  have  pofreflTcd  foma  ufeful  know- , 

*  ledge,  and  might  have  kept  my  fa- 
'  mil^  from  fUrviog:  but  the  world 
<  which  I  read  of,  and  that  I  lived  in, 

*  v/cre  fo  veiy  different,  that  I  was  ua* 

*  done  by  the  force  of  fpeculatlonV 
There  was  another  who  had  been 

brcfl  to  merchandire;  but,  beinff  of  too 
lively  an  imagination  for  the  djiUndrs  of  • 
tnide,^he  applied  himfclf  to  poetry,  and 
negkaing  his  other  bulinefs,  was  foon 
reduced  to  the  (late  I  faw  him  in:  but  he 
alFurcil  me  he  fliould  not  be  long  there; 
for  his  lucky  confinement  havtngrgivai 
him  more  Icifurefor  fl'udy,  he ii ad  quit- 
ted poetry,  and  taktu  to  the  mathcma- 

ticks, 
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lic]cs»  by  the  meant  of  which  he  had ' 
found  out  the  longitude,  and  (*xpe£led 
to  obtain  a  great  reward  which  the  g6- 
▼tmmcnt  promifcd  to  the  difcoverer. 
I  perceived  he  was  not  in  his  pcrfc£l 
lenfes,  and  pitied  fuch  an  odd  fort  of 
phrenzy;  but  my  companion  was  infi- 
nitely greater  for  feme  unhapj>y  people 
who  were  (hut  \h>  in  that  miferable 
pL'ice,  by  having  loll  thtir  fortunes  in 
thepublick  funds,  or  in  private  projeils, 
of  which  this  ai^c  and  country  have 
been  very  fruitful,  and  which,  under 
the  fallacious  notion  of  great  advan- 
tage, drew  in  the  unwary  to  their  de- 
ittukyoa*     I   aiked  in  what  dungeon 


they  were  confined,  who  had  beenlbi 
undders  of  thefe  wretched  men?  but,  to 
my  great  furprize,  was  inforoied  dm 
the  C9Htri*uen  of  fuch  wicked  projefit 
had  lefs  realbn  than  moft  men  in  Eng- 
land to  be  afraid  of  a  gaol.  *  Gooi 
<  Heaven !'  faid  I,  *  can  it  be  pofliblc 

*  that,  in  a  country  governed  by  law*, 

*  the  innocent  who  are  cheated  out  of 

*  all  (hould  be  put  in  prifon,  and  the 

*  villains  who  cheat  them  left  at  li- 

*  bert>r  With  this  reflcftion  I  ended 
my  enquiries,  and  wifhed  myfelf  firfr 
out  of  a  land  where  fuch  a  mockery  of 
juftice  is  carried  on. 


LETTER   V. 

SF.LIM,  TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


rROM  tOKDOir* 


I  Was  the  other  day  in  a  houfc  where  I 
faw  a  figlit  very  ftranj^e  to  a  Pcrfianj 
there  was  a  number  or*  tables  in  the 
room,  round  which  were  placed  {evei*al 
letts  of  men  and  women:  they  fcemed 
wonderfully  -intent  upon  fome  bits  of 
painted  paper  which  they  held  in  their 
hands.  I  imagined  at  fim  that  they  were 
performing  fome  magical  ceremony,  and 
that  the  figures  I  faw  tiaced  on  the  bits 
of  paper  were  a  myftical  talifmaii  or 
charm :  what  more  confirmed  me  in  this 
belief  was  the  grmiaces  and  diftoitions 
of  their  countenances,  much  like  thofe 
of  our  magicians  in  the  afl  of  conjuring. 
But  enquiring  of  the  gt^ntleman  that  in- 
troduced me,  I  was  told  they  were  at 
plfty^  and^at  ibis  was  the  favourite  di- 
verilon  of  both  fexes. 

*  We  have  quite  another  way  of  dU 

•  njerting  ourfdves  with  the  women  in 

•  Perfia,'  anfwered  I.    «  But  I  fee  no 

•  figasofmirthamon^thcm:  if  they  are 

•  merry,  why  don't  they  laugh  or  fing, 

•  or  jump  about?  If  1  may  judge  of 

•  their  hearts  by  their  looks,  naif  of  thefe 

•  revellers  are  ready  to  hang  thcmfel  ves ! ' 
— *  That  may  be,'  faid  my  friend  j  '  for 

•  very  likely  they  arc  lofmg  more  thnn 

•  thty  are  worth.'—*  HowP    faid  I, 

•  do  }  ou  call  thotpiaj  ?' — *  Yes,'  replied 
he,  •  ihcy  never  are  thoroughly  pleafed 

•  unlefs  tneir  whole  fortimes  arc  at  ftakei 

•  tlM)le  cards  you  fee  them  hold  aie  to 

•  decide  whelner  he  who  is  now  a  man 

•  ^  ^ualitj  (hall  b»^a  beggar  ^  or  another 


*  who  is  now  a  beggar ^  and  has  but  juft 

*  enough   to    fumiih   out   one  nipt*» 

*  play,  fliall  be  a  man  of  qualitj,^ 

*  the  loft,'  faid  I,  *  is  in  therightj 

*  for  he  ventures  nothings    but  vrait 

*  excufe  can  be  thought  on  for  theyim- 

*  erF  Aie  the  nobility  in  Engknd  fo 

*  indifferent  to  wealth  and  honour,  to 
'  cxpofe  them  without  the  leaftneceflity  ? 
'  I  mud  believe  that  they  are  eenenlly 

*  fnre  of  winning,  and  that  rtiofc  tbef 

*  play  with  have  the  odds  againfithem.* 

*  If  die  chance  was  only  eqnalj^  an- 
fwered he,  *  it  would  be  tolerable}  but 
'  their  adverfaries  engage  them  at  preit 

*  advantage,  and  are  toe  wile  to  kare 
'  anything  to  Fortune.' 

*  This  comes,'  faid  I,  *  of  your  be- 

*  ing  allowed  the  ufe  of  wine.    If  theft 

*  gentlemen  and  ladies  were  not  qnite 
<  intoxicated  with  that  curfcd  liquor, 
'  they  could  not  poflibly  a£l  fo  abfurdly* 

*  But  why  does  not  the  government  take 

*  care  of  them  when  they  arc  in  that 

*  condition?  Methtnks  the  fellows  that 
'  roh  them  in  this  manner  (hould  be 

*  brought  to  ju(Hce.' 

*  Alas,'  ajifwered  he,  *  Hefechenii 
'  are  an  innocent  fort  of  people;  they 

*  only  piiey  upon  the  iHces  and  luxney 

*  of  a  fevtf  particulars  s  but  there  are 

*  others  who  raife  eftates  by  the  miferia 

*  and  ruin  of  their  country  ^  vrho  garni 

*  not  with  their  ow«  money,  but  with 
'  that  of  the  publick^  and  (eciiHy//^ 
^  away  the  fubftance  of  the  ortben  ana 

•  tbv 


PERSIAN  LETTERS. 


n/h^Vt  of  the  hujhandman  and  the 
r.  Till  juftice  is  done  upon  thefe, 
itheri  have  a  right  to  impunity  j 


*  and  it  is  no  Tcandal  to  frc  gamffiert 

*  live  like  gentlemen t'  where  Jbck-joh' 

*  bersliijeuke princes: 


LETTER  VI. 

SELIM,  TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


riOM  LOKDOir. 


[OU  wouldft  be  aftoniflied  to 
bear  fomc  women  in  this  country 
f  lovej  their  difcourfcs  about  it 
refined  as  their  notions  of  Para- 
md  they  exclude  the  plcafure  of 
ifes  out  of  both.  But  however 
;d  they  may  be  in  the  world  to 
with  fuch  vilionary  joys,  \t  is  my 
n,  that  the  niceft  of  them  all,  if 
re  to  enjoy  her  paradife  here,  wouUl 
it  a  Mahometan  one.  I  had  lately 
^crfation  on  this  fubjeft  with  one 
fe  Platottickit  for  that  is  the  title 
flfcft:  in  anfwer  to  all  her  pretty 
lings,  I  told  her  the  following  tale 
air  lady  who  vras  a  Platonic k  like 
F. 

E  LOVES  OP  LUDOVICO  AND 

HONORIA. 
E  city  of  Genoa  has  been  always 
amed  above  2x\y  town  in  Europe 
le  refinement  of  it's  gallantr)'.  It 
mmon  there  for  a  gentleman  to 
ft  himfelf  the  humble  fervant  of  a 
x>me  woman,  and  wait  upon  her  to 

publick  place  for  twenty  years  to- 
r,  without  ever  feeing  her  in  private, 
VML  entitled  to  any  greater  favours 
a  kind  look  or  a  touch  of  her  fair 
.  Of  all  this  fighinguibe,  the  moft 
lOurcd,  the  molt  conllant,  and  the 
refpcftful,  was  Signer  Ludovico. 
is  miftrefs,  Honoria  Grimaldi,.only 
hter  to  a  fcnator  of  that  name, 
the  greateft  beauty  of  the  age  in 
h  fhe  lived,  and  at  the  fame  time 
oycft  and  mort  refcrvcd.     So  ercat 

her  nicety  in  the  point  of  love, 
although  fhe  could  not  be  infenii- 
o  the  addreflcs  of   Signor  Ludo- 

yet  (he  could  not  bring  iierlclf  to 
c  ofmariying  her  lover,  which,  flie 

was  admitting  hino  to  freedoms  cn- 
f-  inconriiUnt  with  the  refpeil  that 
after  requires.  In  vain  did  he  tell 
jf  the  violence  of  his  pafTion  for 
flic  anfwercd,  Uiat  her's  for  him 

no  Iris  violent;  hut  it  was  hi^  mind 
oved,  and  could  enjoy  that  without 


going  to  bed  to  him.     Ludovico  was 
ready  to  defpair  at  thefe  diicourfes  or 
his  miftrefs  *.  he  could  not  but  admire 
fuch  fine  fcntimcnts,  yet  he  wiihed  ibc 
had  not  been  quite  (b  perfeft .     He  wi  it . 
her  a  very  melancholy  letter,  and  fhe  re- 
turned him  one  in  verfe  full  of  fublime 
expreflions  about  love,  but  not  a  word 
that  tended  to  fatisfy  the  poor  man*« 
impatience.     At  laft  he  applied  hiin- 
felt  to  her  father;  and,  to  engage  him 
to  make  ufe  of  his  authority,  oftei*ed  to 
take  Honoria  withont  a  portion.     The 
father,  who  was  a  plain  roan,  was  msgli- 
tily  pleafed  with  this  propofal,  and  made 
no  difficulty   to  promile  him  fuccefs. 
Accordingly  he  vciy  roundly  told  hi$ 
daughter,  tnat  (he  unift  be  nianied  th« 
next  day,  or  go  to  a  nunnery.    Thi* 
dilemma  ftartled  her  very  much.      In 
fpite  of  all  her  repugnance  to  the  mar» 
nage  bed,  (i\c   found  ibmething  about 
her  dill  moi-e  averfc  to  the  idea  of  a  cloi- 
fter.     An  ablblute  fepai-ation  fiom  Lu- 
dovico was  what  (he  could  not  Ixrar: 
it  was  even  worl'c  than  an  abfolutccon- 
junftion.     In  this  didrcfs  (he  did  not 
know  what  to  do :  (he  turned  over  above 
a  hundred  romances  to  ft  arch  for  pre- 
cedents ;  and,  after  many  (Vnigglcs  with 
hcrfelf,  ncfolved  to  furn:nderu|)pn  terms. 
She  therefore  told  her  lover  that  ihe  con- 
fented  to  be  his  wife,  provided  (lie  might 
be  fo  by  degi-ees ;  and  that,  after  the  ce- 
remony was  over,  he  would  not  pretend 
at  once  to  all  the  rights   and  privilcgef 
of  a  hu(band,  but  allow  her  roodeity 
leifure  to  make  a  cradual  and  decent  i^e- 
treat.     Ludovico  did  not  like  fuch  a  ca- 
pitulation; but,  rather  than  not  have  her* 
ne  was  content  to  pay  this  laft  compli- 
ment to  her  caprice.  Thev  were  mar- 
ried, and  at  the  enil  of  the  iiril  month  he 
was  veiy  happy  to  find  hiiufelf  arrived 
at  the  full  enjoyment  of  her  lips. 

While  he  was  thus  gaining  ground  inch 
by  inch,  his  father  died,  and  left  him  a 
great  cftate  in  the  idand  of  Coi  ficn.  ilit 
prefence  was  neccifary  there;  but  lie 
could  not  UiixdfL  of  ^xiik^lvow\\\»s<c«yfa^ 


lO 
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They  civ/  ark  111  togcfhcrj  aiul  Luclovico 
liaci  ptKKi  hi»|>fs,  thjt  he  iho\»Jd  not  on- 
ly ukc  jjolldfion  of  his  cUatc,  but  of 
hi^  wito,  too,  nt  his  arrival.  Whether  it 
MTztr.,  H.At  Vv.nu^,  who  h  laid  to  be  born 
fMTt  of  tilt-  lea,  \va.^  more  powciful  there 
tlian  nt  lanil,  or  fs  om  the  h  ecdom  which 
i^  iifujl  aboard  a  fijipj  it  is  I'niT,  that, 
^hiring  the  vo^ige,  he  was  indul>;td  in 
5;rcattr  liberties  than  ever  he  had  prc- 
fumed  to  tiLt  bcfoa*:  nay,  it  is  confi- 
<!eiitly  afVcrttd,  that  they  were  fnch  li- 
bfitifS  a^  h.tvc  -d  natural  and  irrtfift- 
iblc  lendtnry  to  ci-crrome  ail  fcmples 
wbatfoeviT.  Bnt,  whiic  he  was  Ihibng 
on  wth  a  fair  wind,  and  almoin  in  the 
)H>rt,  Fortune,  who  took  a  pleafnre  to 
fK-rfcmtt:  him,  bixn'ght  an  African  cor- 
t'.iir  in  their  way,  that  quickly  put  an 
end  tothtir  dalliance,  by  making  them 
T-.r>  (hvfs. 

W!^T  ran  cxprefj  the  afHi6):on  and 
dcfjcii-  of  ;his  lovinpj  couple,  at  fo  fud- 
den  and  fil-tiintd  ?  captivity!  Ludovico 
fiiw  hiinl-lf  de{>rivcJ  of  his  virgin- 
hn(L\  on  the  veiT  point  of  obtaining 
alt  his  wiflie^;  and  Uonoria  h?A  reafon 
to  a pprt.hr !!(!,  th.it  Ihe  was  fallen  into 
rouj'-iicr  hands  tlian  his,  and  fi»ch  as 
r.o  tonfideiTitlons  could  re(h"ain.  But 
the?  murtr-dcm  fliclcobd  for  in  that 
inftrnl  xv.'s  uncxfxictcdly  deferred  t'll 
tfviy  came  to  Tfii-.i?.  The  corfilr, 
Ict.ir.^  her  fo  beautiful,  thought  Iwr  a 
mi'lrtis  wojthy  of  his  prince;  and  to 
h:n\  hf  prcicntf'l  her  at  ineir  landing',  in 
fpil-:  ef  hei  own  and  her  hufband^s 
tt7iT&.  •  O  unfortunate  end  of  all  her 
p'jrc  pr.ii  hcrcical  ftnttm-^nts!  Was 
it  for  this  that  her  favours  were  fo 
Ion.:  cintl  fo  oljftlnaicly  denied  to  the 
ter.i'.T  Ludovico,  to  lri\>?theTn  ravifhed 
in  a  :iicn-.ent  '\v  a  rude  barbarian,  who 
dlc^  not  To  much  as  thank  htr  for  tlicm  ? 
But  le:  us  leave  her  in  the  ferapjlio  of  the 
i^LV,  and  fee-  what  became  of  Ludovico 
afitr  this  cniel  fep^iration. 

The  corfair  iinding  him  unfit  for 
any  labour,  matlc  ulc  of  him  to  leach 
his  chiidiTn  nuifirk,  in  which  he  was 
perfcflly  .veil  Iklllcd.  This  fervicc 
would  not  have  been  vexy  painful,  if  it 
bad  not  bi-tn  fov  the  rtmcinl>rar.ce  of 
Ilor.oria,  and  the  thoiij^ht  of  the  bruta- 
lities fhewas  cr.inlcd  to;  thcfc  were  al- 
ways in  his  hcnd  night  and  d.iy,  'and  he 
im.Virincd  that  fhc  had  by  this  lime  kilkd 
hcifclf  rather  than  fubmit  to  fo  gr;).fs 
a  violation.  TtXii  w\i\\e  he  wtv^  \h\x%\cT- 
ji?*^nrfnE;  hinifclf  fov  ot\c  ^vt\u:^T\,  Vfc 


gave  equal  uneafinefs  to  another.  R?j 
mafter's  wife  faw  him  often  from  )^rr 
window,  and  fell  violently  mlwcwitli 
him.  The  African  ladies  arc  uitcr 
ft  rangers  to  delicacy  and  refinemwr. 
She  made  no  fcniple  to  acquaint  hen 
with  hci  deli  res,  and  Tent  her  favooritf 
flave  to  introduce  hiia  by  nigbt  into  her 
chamber.  Ludovico  would  £iin  havt 
l)een  excufed,  bfing  afhamed  fo  commit 
fuch  an  infidelity  to  his  dear  Honoraj 
blit  the  (lave  informed  hinii  thai  if  h: 
hoped  to  live  an  hour,  he  muft  conplr 
with  her  lady's  inclinations;  for  that  ii» 
A  friek  refufals  of  that  kind  were  alvi)-* 
revenged  with  fword  or  poifon.  No 
conttancy  could  be  ftrong  enough  !o 
rcfift  fo  terrible  a  menace:  he  thsrcfrre 
w^nt  to  the  rendezvous  at  the  time  ap- 
pointed, where  he  found  a  mifhtf*  infi- 
nitely more  complying  than  his  fantaili- 
cal  Ituiir.n.  But  in  the  midftc:  :tjir 
endearm;:nts  they  heard  the  corfair  at  (hr 
door  of  his  wife's  apartment.  Upon  the 
elnrm  of  his  coming,  the  frighted  lover 
made  the  bell  of  his  way  out  S[  the  win- 
dow] which,  not  being  very  high,  he  had 
the  good  fortune  to  get  off  vabuit. 
The  corfair  did  not  fire  him;  bntpbjdie 
confufion  his  wife  was  in,  he  fuipe^ 
that  fomebcnly  had  been  with  her.  Hi^ 
jealoufy  dii-e^^ed  him  to  Ludonco;  ami 
tliough  he  had  no  other  proof  than  bate 
fulpicion,  he  was  detamincd  t9  puoiiH 
him  feverely,  and  at  the  (ame  tone  Ic- 
cure  himielf  for  the  future.  He  thut- 
foro  ^ve  orders  to  his  ennvchs  to  put 
him  in  the  iame  condition  with  therc- 
felvcs,  which  inhuman  comnund  w3> 
performed  with  a  Turkiih  jigoiir  hi 
more  defptrate  and  omipleat  uun  uy 
fucli  ihing  had  been  ever  nrafiifcd  in 
Italy.  But  the  change  this  operation 
wrought  upon  him  to  improred  his 
voice,  that  he  became  the  nneft  fiogtr 
in  all  Africk.  His  reputation  was  ib 
great,  that  the  0ey  ^  Tunis  icnt  to  fatg 
nini  of  his  mafter,  and  preferred  him 
to  a  place  in  his  own  fcragUo.  He  had 
now  a  free  accds  to  his  Honori3,aDd  an 
opportunity  of  contriving  her  efcapr. 
to  th^it  end  he  iccretly  hired  a  fliip  to  be 
re:idy  to  carry  them  off,  and  aid  not 
dr.ubi  but  he  fhould  find  her  very  wil!- 
ing  to  accompany  his  flizht.  It  was 
not  long  b I  lore  he  faw  her,  and  y«w 
may  imagine  the  excefs  of  her  joy,  at» 
llrangc  and  agreeable  a  furprize.' 
*  Can  it  be  uoflible,*  cried  flie»  *  can  it 
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'  dear  Ludovico !  I  (hall  expire  in 
eafure  of  your  embraces.  Butby 
inagick  could  you  get  in,  and  de- 

the  vigilance  of  my  tyrant  and 
^ards  ?* 
{  habit  will  inform  you,'  anfwcred 

fofter  tone  of  voice  than  (he  had 
*ed  to.  *  I  am  now  happy  in  the 
;liicli  I  have  fuflained,  fince  it  fur- 
9  me  with  the  means  of  your  deli- 
Tnill  yourlelf  tome,  my  dear 
)ria,  and  t  will  take  you  out  of  the 
r  of  this  barbarian,  who  has  fo 
regard  to  your  delicacy.  You  may 
jc  happier  with  me  than  you  was 
e,  as  T  fhall  not  trouble  you  with 
coarfi/olt citations  which  gave  you 
ich  uneafvpcls.  We  will  love  with 
urity  of  luigcls,  and  leave  fenfu- 
ioymen  t«;  to  the  vidj^r,  who  have 
relifli  fov  higher  pleafures.' 


*  How!*  (aid  Honoria,  'are you  rally 

*  noman?'-*-*No,'replicdhe;*butIhavt 

*  often  heard  you  fay,  that  your  lore 
'  was  only  to  my  mind;  and  that,  Me 

*  affureyou,  isftill  the  fame.**—*  Alasy* 
faid  (he,  '  I  am  forry  mine  is  altered  t 

*  but,  (ince  my  being  here,  I  am  turned 

*  Mahometan,  and  my  religion  will  not 

*  fu(&r  me  to  run  away  with  an  unbe- 

*  licver.     My  new  hu(Dand  has  taught 

*  me  certain  doftrines  unknown  to  me 

*  before,  in  the  pradlice  of  which  I  am 

*  rcfolved  to  live  and  die.  Adieu!  I 
^  tell  thee,  my  confcience  will  not  per- 
'  mit  me  to  have  a  longer  convcrfatioii 

*  with  fych  an  infidel/ 


Thus  jcnded  the  loves  of  {.udovico  tn4 
Honoria. 


LETTER    VII. 

S£LIM>  T^MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAS;* 


raoM  LOKDOV* 


e  received  thy  anfwers  to  my  let- 
wiih  a  pleafure  which  the  dif- 
am  at  from  my  friends  and 
'  rendered  greater  than  thou 
:  believe :  I  find  thee  very  im- 
to  be  informed  of  the  govern- 
id  policy  of  this  counti  y,  which 
lid  to  fend  thee  fome  account  of  t 
•ugh  I  have  been  diligent  in  ray 
es,  and  loft  no  time  (ince  my  ar> 
:rc,  I  am  unable  to  anfwer  the 
IS  thou  demanded  of  me,  other- 
m  by  acknowledging  my  igno- 

vc,  for  inftancc,  been  often  af» 
lat  the  Engli(h  parliament  is  a 
•)  tlic  klnt^'s  authority;  and  yet  I 
I  informed,  that  tlic  only  way  to 
^mtni  at  court,  is  to  gain  a  feat 
ament. 

houib  of  commons  is  the  repre- 
e  of  the  nation  j  neverthekfs  there 
w  great  to'Wfti  which  fend  no  dc- 
hithcr,  .in  J  many  hamlets  almoft 
jited'that  have  a  right  of  fend- 
9.  S-rvei-al  members  have  never 
ir  electors,  and  fcveral  areelsfft- 
le  parliameHt  who  were  reje£led 
f€ople»  All  the  cle6\ors  fwcar 
iU  their  voices,  yet  many  of  the 
itc3  aie  undone  by  the  cxponce 
tig  than.  This  whole  affair  it 
li  in  deep  mylUry  and  inexpU- 
■/A'cuitjcf, 


Thou  a(keil  if  commerce  be  as  flou-' 
rifhing  as  formerly.  Some  whom  I  have 
confultcd  on  that  head  fay,  it  is  now  iii 
it's  meridian;  and  there  is  really  an  ap- 
pearance of  it's  being  fo,  for  luxury  \% 
prodigioufly  increafed,  and  it  is  hard  to 
mngine  how  it  can  be  fupported  without 
an  inexhauftible  trade :  but  (itben  pi-e- 
tend,  that  tltii  iierj  luxury  is  a  proof  pf 
it's  decline;  and  they  add,  that  the 
frauds  and  'viUainiis  in  all  the  traditig 
companies  are  fo  many  inward  poifons^ 
whichy  if  not  f^dily  £xpeUed>  wOl  de** 
ilroy  it  entirely  m  a  little  time. 

Thou  wouldd  know  if  property  be 
fo  fafely  guarded  as  is  generally  believed. 
It  is  certain  that  the  whole  power  of  a 
king  of  England  cannot  force  an  acre 
of  land  from  the  weakeHof  his  fubje^lsj 
but  a  knu'uijb  attorney  will  take  avyav 
his  whole  eftatc  by  tbolcxxry Zcxcj  whjct 
were  dcfigned  for  it's  (ecurity.  Nay^ 
if  I  am  not  mifinformed,  even  thofe  wh9 
arc  chofcn  by  the  people  to  be  the  grcait 
guaidians  ot  property,  have  fomctimes  ^ 
taken  more  from  them  in  on^  (edlon  of ' 
parliament,  for  themoii  ufelefs  expences, 
than  the  moft  ablblutc  monarch  could 
venture  to  raife  upon  the  moll  urgent  oc« 
caiiot;i. 

Thcfc,  Mirza,  are  the  contraSfliom 
that  pcTDlex  me.  My  judgment  is  be- 
wilderea  in  uncertaauy^  I  doubt  x^ 
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tions  of  others.  More  tune  And  better 
information  may,  perhaps,. clear  them 
up  to  mej  till  then,  motlcfty  forbids  me 
tiypipofe  my  coDJc6lure&  upon  thee,  af- 


ter the  manner  of  Chriftjoi  tfiftlkn, 
whole  prompt  decifions  are  the  tSA 
radier  of  fpliy  than  penefratioa. 


LETTER    VIII. 


SELIM,  TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


FBOM  tOMOflH. 


A^  I  now  underftand  Englifli  pretty 
well,  I  went  laft  night  with  fome 
friends  to  fee  a  play.  The  principal 
character  was  a  younjg  fcllowj  who,  in 
the  fpacc  of  three  or  four  hours  that  die 
aftion  lafted,  cuckolds  two  or  three  huf- 
bands,  and  debauches  as  many  virgins. 
I  had  heal  d  that  the  Englifli  theatre  was 
famous  for  lulling  people  upon  the  llage, 
but  this  author  was  more  for  propagat- 
ing than  dejiroying. 

There  were  a  ereat  many  ladies  at  the 
reprcfcntation  of  this  modeft  perform- 
ance; and  though  they  fomctimcs  hid 
theij*  faces  with  their  fans,  (I  fuopofe 
for  fear  of  (hewing  that  they  did  not 


blufli)  yettn  general  thev  iccmedtobe 
much  delightea  with  ^tJimegentUmu't 
hcroical  exploits.  '  I  muft  QOBkk^ 
faid  I,  '  this  entertainment  it  hs  note 
'  natund  than  the  opera;  and  I  do 
'  not  wonder  that  the  ladies  vim^vti 
*  at  it  :*  but  if  in  PeHla  we  allowed  our 
women  to  be  prefent  at  fuch  fpe^bcles 
as  thefe,  what  would  fignify  our  bobs, 
our  bars,  our  eunuchs  ?  Though  we 
fl)ould  double  our  jealoufy  and  care, 
they  would  (bon  get  the  better  of  all  re- 
ftraint,  and  put  in  pra^ice  tho(e  leflbns 
of  the  ftage  which  it  is  fo  much  plei- 
fanterto  act  than  to  behold. 


LETTER  IX, 


SELXM»  TO  MIRZA    AT  ISPAHAN. 


raOM  LOKOOK. 


A  Friend  carried  me  lately  to  an  af- 
femblv  of  the  beau  monde,  which  is 
a  meeting  of  men  and  women  of  the  fir  ft 
fafliion.  The  crowd  was  fo  very  great, 
that  the  two  fexes  promifcuoufly  prefTed 
one  another  in  ^manner  that  Teemed  ve- 
ry extraordinary  to  Oriental  eyes.  lob- 
fen'ed  a  youngman  andabeautiful  young 
woman  fitting  in  a  window  together, 
and  whifiHiring  one  another  with  fo 
much  eameftnefs,  that  neither  the  great 
noife  in  the  room,  nor  number  of  paf- 
fengers  who  rubbed  by  them  cohti- 
nuailvt  g^ve  them  the  lead  difturbance: 
they  looked  at  one  another  with  the  moft 
animated  tendemefs;  the  lady  cfpecinily 
had  in  her  eyes  fuch  a  mixture  of  foj}^ 
mfs  and  dejire,  that  I  expefted  ever)' 
moment  to  fee  them  nvithdraav,  in  order 
to  fatisfy  their  mutu;\]  impatienee,  in 
a  manner  that  even  the  European  li- 
berty would  not  admit  of  in  fo  publick 
a  place.  I  made  my  friend  take  notice 
of  them,  and  aflccd  him  bono  long  they 
bad  been  married?  He  fmlled  at  my 
miAakc,  and  told  me,  lV\eY  wttt  R«t 


married ;  that  the/zx^,  indeed,  had  beea 
married  about  a  year  and  a  half  to  a  man 
that  ftood  at  a  little  dillancej  but  that 
the  gentleman  was  an  unmarried  man  of 
tjuaiity,  who  made  it  his  bufmcfs  to  cor- 
rtipt  other  men^s  wives.  That  he  had 
begun  tlie  winter  with  tliis  ladyj  and 
that  this  was  \\cr  firjl  ajfair  of  that  fort, 
her  huflxind  and  (he  having  married  ^ff 
io^e. 

As  I  had  heard  of  manv  employed  ia 
the  fame  manner,  and  could  not  perceire 
that  the^'  did  any  thing  el(e,  I  alked  mf 
friend  it  there  was  myjkminary^  any/w- 
lick  foundation,  for  educating  young  men 
of  qualitv  to  this  prof efioni  and  whcthrr 
theycouklwiyon  thebufinefs  without 
freqtieiit'^n&rruptions  from  the  refpec- 
tire  husbands.  *  I  will  explain  the  wkok 
'  matter  to  you,"  fays  he.  *  There  is  in" 

*  deed  no  publick  foundation  or  acade^ 

*  my  for  this  purpofe;  but  it  depends 

*  Upon  the  private  cafe  of  their  Kvend 
«  parents,  who,  if  I  may  ufe  ^  er- 

*  preiTionj  aegativeij  breed  tbem  vptD 
^  \^v^  >aM.WS%)  Vt)  xDodun!^  dicm  an- 
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fit  for  any  otbert  fori  left 
fhouM  be  diverted  from  the 
i  of  gallantry  by  a  dull  ap- 
Xograoftr  lludies,  they  give 
very  fupei-ficial  tin^ure  of 
but  take  care  to  inftruft 
"oughly  in  the  more  ihewifh 
xlucation,  fuch  as  muficlc, 
dancing,  &c.  by  which 
^hen  they  come  to  be  men, 
rally  prefer  the  gay  aad  eafy 
ion  of  the  fair«lex,  and  are 
vedbythem.  Asforthehuf- 
ey  are  the  people  in  the  world 
them  the  leaft  difturbance; 
le  contrary,  generally  live  in 
ift  intimacy  with  thofe  who 
fm  x\tcfa*vour  of  cuckoldom, 
iage  contra6l  being  here  per- 
ough  the  caufes  of  it  are  of 
ition,  the  moll  fenfible  men 
us  of  iiaving  feme  alTiftance 
:  the  hurdenfome  perpetuity^ 
jce,  every  man  manies  ci- 
money,  ox  for  love.  In  the 
the  money  becomes  his  own 
I  the  wife  docsj  fo  that,  hav- 
vhat  kt  ^wanted  from  ber. 


*  he  is  very  willing  (he  fliould  baVi 

*  'rr\izx/be  la'anted  from  any  body  rather 
'  than  from  him.    He  is  quiet' at  home» 

*  and  fears  no  reproacbts, 

*  In   the   latter  cafe,  tbe  beauty  he 

*  married  foon  grows  familial*  by  unin- 

*  terrupted  pofleiHon:   his  own  greedi- 

*  nefs  furfeited  him ;  he  is  aiham«d  of  his 

*  difgiift,  or  at  leaft  of  his  indifference, 

*  after  all  the  ti-anfports  of  his  firft  de- 

*  fire;  and  gladly  accepts  terms  of  do- 

*  meftick  peace  through  thtmediatioa 

*  of  a  lover, 

*  There  are,    indeed,   fomc  excep- 

*  tions:  forae  hulbands,  who,  prefer- 
'  ring  an  old  miftaken  pmnt  of  honour 

*  to  real  pteace  and  quiet  at  home,  dif- 

*  tiirb  their  wives  pleafures;  but  they 

*  are  very  few,  and  are  ve|^  ill  looked 

*  upon.* 

I  thanked  my  friend  for  explaining 
to  me  (o  extraordinary  a  piece  of  </«- 
me/lick  eeconomy\  but  could  not  help 
telling  him,  that,  in  my  mind,  our 
Perfian  metbod  was  more  reafunable, 
of  having  federal  amves  under  the 
care  of  one  eunucb^  rather  than  out 
wife  under  the  can  of  federal  lovtrs. 


LETTER   X, 


SELIM,    TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


moM  tOKDOK. 


ive  often  read  together,  and 
nired  the  little  hiltory  of  the 
$,  related  by  our  country- 
*,  with  a  fpirit  peculiar  to 
i.  Unequal  as  I  am  to  the 
r  fo  excellent  an  author,  I 
1,  in  a  continuation  of  that 
rw  4hee  by  what  l^eps,  and 
hat  changes,  the  original 
Dciety  is  overturned,  and 
ecomc  wickeder  and  mere 
a  ft  ate  of  government,  than 
hen  left  in  a  ftate  of  nature. 

ITlON  OF  THE  HISTORY 
HE  TROGLODYTES. 

oglodytes  were  fu  affef^ed 
he  viriue  of  the  good  old 
•fufcvl  the  crown  which  they 
that  they  detennincd  to  re- 
nt a  king.     The  love  of  the 

e  Montcfquicu*s  Perfian  Letters  from  Paris.  Vol.1.  Letter  xx  to  xiv. 
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pvblickwas  foftrongin  ev^^yjparticulatrp 
that  thei-e  was  no  need  of  authority 
to  enforce  obedience.  The  law  of  nature 
and  uncorrupted  rcafon  was  engraven 
on  their  hearts;  by  that  alone  they  go- 
vemed  all  their  anions,  and  on  tnat 
alone  they  etlabH(hed  all  their  happinefs. 
But  the  moft  perfcft  felicity  of  mortal 
men  is  luhieft  to  continual  dilhirbance. 
Thofe  barbarians y  whom  they  had  de- 
feated fome  time  before,  ftirred  up  by  a 
dcfire  of  revenge,  invaded  them  again 
with  givater  forces.  They  fell  upon 
them  un? wares,  carried  off  their  flocks 
and  herds,  burnt  their  houfes,  and  led 
their  women  captive:  everything  wat 
in  confufion,  and  the  want  of  order 
mnde  them  incapable  of  defence.  They 
fcon  found  the  ntceffity  of  uniting  un- 
dei-  a  finale  chief.  As  the  danger  re- 
quireii  vfgour  and  alacrity,  they  pitched 
upon   a  young   man  mi    dillinguifhcd 
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courage,  and  placed  him  at  their  head. 
He  led  them  on  with  fo  much  fpirit  and 
good  condufl,  that  he  foon  forced  tho 
enemy  to  rttirc,  and  recoveied  all  the 
fpoil. 

The  Troglodytes  ftrewed  flowers  in 
his  way;  an<l,  to  reward  the  (crvice  he 
had  done  them»  prelented  him  with  the 
moft  heuutiful  of  the  virgins  he  had  de- 
livered from  captivity.  But,  animated 
by  his  fortune,  and  unwillin?  to  part 
with  his  command,  he  advifcdthem  to 
make  themfelvcs  amends  for  the  lolfcs 
they  had  fuftained,  by  carrying  the  war 
into  the  enemy's  country;  which,  he 
faid,  would  not  be  able  to  refill  their 
\M6lorious  arms.  Defirous  to  punifh 
thofc  wicked  men,  they  vcvy  gladly 
came  into  |^is  propofal.  But  nn  old 
Troglodyte,  ftandingiioin  the  alfembly, 
endeavoured  to  perluade  them  to  gent- 
ler councils.  *  Th':  goodnef^  of  God,' 
faid  he,  *  O  my  countr)'mfcn!  has  given 

*  us  ftrength  torepulfe  our  enemies,  and 

*  they  have  paid  very  dearly  for  moleft- 

*  ing  us.     What  more  do  you  dchrc 

*  from  your  viclor)'  than  peace  and  fe- 

*  curity  to   yourfelves,  repentance  and 

*  ftiamc  to  your  inv:idcr<i?     It  is  pro- 

*  pofed  to  invade  thcin  in  your  turn, 

*  and  you  arc  (old'it  will  be  cdly  to  fub- 

*  due  ihem.     But   to  what  end  would 

*  )ou  I'ubd'.ic  tlicm,  when  they  arc  no  . 


'*  longer  in  a  condition  tft  hurt  yoa?  D* 

*  you  deiiK  to  tyrannize  over  thnt? 
'  Have  a  care  that,  in  learning  to  be 

*  tyrantsy  you  do  not  alfo  learn  to  be 

*  jlavei.     If  you  know   how  to  value 

*  liberty  as  you  ought,  you  will  notde- 

*  prive  others  of  it^  who»  though  un« 
'  juft,  arc  men  like  yoiuicWcs,  asA 
'  Ihould  not  be  opprefled.* 

This  wife  remooftrance  was  not 
heeded,  in  the  temper  the  people  wis 
then  in.  The  fight  of  the  detolations 
that  had  been  caufed  by  the  late  irrup- 
tion, made  them  refolve  on  a  violent  re- 
venge. Befides,  they  virere  now  gn>wn 
fond  of  war,  and  the  young  men  ef- 
pecially  were  eager  of  a  new  occafion 
to  fignalize  their  valour.  Greater  poir- 
ers  were  therefore  given  to  the  gcncnlj 
and  the  event  virus  anfwerablc  to  his 
promifes,  for  in  a  fiiort  time  he  Tub- 
dued  all  the  nations  that  had  joined  in 
the  league  againft  the  Troglodytes.  The 
merit  of  this  fuccefs  fo  endeared  him 
to  that  grateful  people,  that,  in  the  htl 
and  riot  of  their  joy,  they  unanimous 
chofe  him  for  their  king,  without  pre- 
fcribinr;  any  bounds  to  his  amhcrit}*. 
The\-  were  too  innocent  to  fufpecl  anr 
abufc  of  i'mh  a  generous  truit^;  and 
thought  that,  when  virtue  was  on  the 
throne,  the  raoft  abfolutc  govcianicnt 
was  the  bcft. 


LETTER  XI. 


5ELIM,  TO  MIRZA    AT  ISPAHAN. 


raoM  LONBOir* 


THE  firft  afV  of  the  new  kinjy  was 
to  dilpofeof  the  comjircrtd  lands. 
One  iharc  of  them,  by  gtni-iTil  confent, 
he  allotted  to  himiclf,  and  the  rell  be 
divided  among  tholl-  who  were  compa- 
nions of  his  viftoiy.  DilHnftion  of 
rank  and  inequality  of  condition  were 
then  firil  introduced  r.morp  thcTioglo- 
dytcs:  fome  grew  rich,  and  immediately 
companion  made  others  poor.  From 
this  fingic  root  fpiung  vp  a  thoufnnd 
mifchieisj  pride,  envy,  avance,  difcon- 
tent,  deceit,  and  violence.  Ur.hcard-of 
dilbrdars  were  commit tc<lj  nor  was  any 
regard  paid  to  the  dccitlons  of  ancient 
cultom,  or  the  di^\atcs  of  natural  juft  ice. 
Particulars  could  no  longer  be  allowed 
to  judge  of  right;  it  hccamc  necetfary  to 
dcicrmiiic  it  by  itatcd  hwii.  The  whole 


nation  applied  to  the  prince  to  make 
thofc  laws,  and  take  care  of  their  exe- 
cution. But  the  prince,  unequal  alone  to 
futh  a  difficult  t^Yk,  was  obliged  to  hare 
rccnurfc  tg  tiic  oldcll  and  wiieit  of  hii 
fubitclji  for  aUllcance.  He  had  notjtt 
fo  forgot  himfelf,  by  being  featrd  on^ 
ntw-crc^blcd  throne,  as  to  imagine  that ftr 
was  become  all-fuiHcient,  or  ihat  he  was 
placed  there  to  govern  by  his  caprice. 
It  was  thertfon:  his  greateft  care  bowt6 
fujpply  his  own  dcf^s  by  the  cousftls 
ot  thnie  who  were  moft  famed  for  their 
knuwledgoand  abilities . 

Thus  a  fenate  was  foimed,  wfaidi, 
with  the  king,  compofbd  the  lejciAainici 
and  thus  the  ))eople  freely  bound  them- 
felvcs, by  confenting  to  fuch  rcgubtxntt 
as  the  king  and  fenate  Oiould  decree. 
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Letter  xn. 


££LIM»  TO  MIR.ZA   AT  ISPAHAN. 


PIOM    LONHOH* 


£  inftitiition  pf  laws  amon^  the 
roglodytes  was  attended  with 
Stable  ill  e(Fe6i,that  rhey  began 
every  thing  was  right  which  was 
lly  declared  to  be  a  crime.  It 
IS  if  the  natural  obligations  to 
'cre  dcihoyed,  by  the  foreign 
e  of  human  authority;  and  vice 
fhunncd  as  a  real  evil,  but  grew 
ought  a  forbidden  good. 
Troglodyte  faid  to  himfelf— '  I 
made  advantage  of  the  finipli- 
f  my  neighbour,  to  over-reach 
n  a  bargain:  he  may  reproach 
rh^ps,  but  he  cannot  imnifh  me; 
c  law  allows  me  to  rob  him  with 
vn  confent.* 

h?r  was  afked  by  his  friend  for 
of  money,  which  He  had  lent 
c  years  before. 

vc  you  anv  thing  to  fhew  for  it  V 
dhc.        ' 

rtl  u'as  implored  to  remit  part  of 
nt's  rent,  becaiife  the  man,  by 
able  misfoitimes,  was  become 
or.  *  Do  not  you  fee,'  replied 
lat  he  has  ftill  enough  to  nnin- 
is  fp.mily?  By  Itarving  thcmhe 
Ind  money  to  pay  me,  and  the 
jquires  him  fo  to  do.' 
;  the  hearts  of  the  Troglodytes 
rdened.  But  a  greater  milch ief 
licd;  the  laws,  in  their  firll  fnm- 
TC  few  and  plain,  fo  that  any 
lid  cafdy  undcrftnnd  them,  and 
5  own  caufc  without  an  advocate, 
inconveniences  were  foimd  to 


flow  from  this:  the  rules  were  too  gc» 
neral  and  loofe;  too  much  was  left  to 
the  equity  of  tlie  judge;  and  many  pai'* 
ticular  cafes  feemed  to  remain  undeter- 
mined and  unprovided  for.  It  was  there- 
fore propofed,  in  the  mat  council  of  the 
nation,  to  fpecify  all  thofe  fttveral  ex- 
ceptions ;  to  tie  the  judges  dQ^hrn  to  cer- 
tain fotms;  to  explain,  correal,  add 
to,  and  refcrve,  whatlbcver  nik^ht  feem 
capable  of  any  doubtful  or  difrerent  in- 
terpretations. While  the  matter  wa« 
yet  in  deliberation,  a  wife  old  fenator 
(poke  thus. 

*  You  are  endeavouring,  OTroglo- 

*  dytes,  to  amend  what  is  defe6live  in 

*  your  laws;  but  know  that,  by  multi- 

*  plying  laws,you  will  certai  nly  multiply 

*  defe6ls.  Every  new  explanation  will 
'  produce  a  new  obje^ion,  and  at  \vtlt 

*  the  very  principles  will  be  loft  on 

*  which  mey  were  originally  formed. 

*  Mankind  may  be  govemfed,  and  well 
'  governed,  under  any  laws  that  arc  fix- 

*  ed  by  ancient  ufe:  befides  their  beinf 

*  known  and  underftood,  they  have  a 

*  i*an6^tty  attending  them  which  ccm- 

*  mands  obedience;    but  every  varia- 

*  tion,    as  it  di  fro  vers  a  weatncfs  in 

*  them,  Co  it  lelTens  the  rcfptft  by  which 

*  alone  they  can  be  efcrclually    main- 

*  t'ained.     If  fubtlctics  anddiitinftions 

*  are  admitted  to  conftitute  right,  they 

*  will  cnually  l>e  made  ufc  of  to  evacie 

*  it;  and  if  jufticc  is  turned  into  afd- 

*  enn*„  injuftice  will  (ben  be  made  a 

*  trade.' 


LETTER  XIII. 


SELIM,    TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


the  old  man  foretold,  it  came  to 
ifn.  The  laws  were  explained 
itradielhnsy  and  di^efied  into 
I.  Men  could  no  longer  tell 
as  their  i  ij^ht,  ami  what  was  not. 
"  Troglodytes  undertook  to  find 
or  all  the  reft:  but  thkv  were 
I  djinj  it  out  of  i»urc  bvncvo- 


rXOM  tOVDOW. 


ience;  their  opinions  were  (bid  at  no  little 
price;  and,  how  falfe  foever  they  might 
prove,  in  die  event  of  the  caufe,  the  mo- 
ney was  never  to  be  returned:  nay,  the 
longer  the  difpute  could  beprotraded,the 
moi%  the  parties  concerned  were  to  pay. 
Thiii  point  being  once  well  eftablifliedt 
caufes  that  before  were  diibatched  ia 

half 
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half  an  hotir,  now  lafted  half  a  ctn<<> 
tuiy.  There  were  three  courts  placed 
one  above  another:  on  the  door  of  the 
lowed  was  writ,  *  Lanwy  on  that  of 
the  fecond,  *  Equity,*  and  on  the 
higheft, , '  Common  Senfi."  Thcfc  courts 
had  no  connexion  with  one  another, 
ind  a  quite  different  method  of  proceed- 
ing^. No  man  could  go  to  the  laft  widi- 
out  pafiing  through  one  of  the  former; 
and  the  journey  was  fo  tedious,  that 
very  f.w  could  fupport  the  fatigue  or 


the  expence.  But  there  was  one  pr- 
ticular,  more  ftninge  than  all  the  red. 
It  was  teiy  feldom  that  a  man  cooM 
read  a  word  of  the  parchment  bv  which 
he  held  his  eftatej  and  they  ma^e  thrir 
wills  in  a  language  which  neither  they 
nor  their  heirs  could  tinderftand. 

Such  were  the  Fe/inement5  of  ^ 
Troglodytes,  when  they  had  quitted  tl^ 
fimplicity  of  nature;  and  fo  bewWcnJ 
were  they  in  the  labyrinth  of  their  o«a 
laying  out. 


LETTER   XIV. 


SSLIM,  TO  MIftZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


raoM  tONTOV. 


THE  religion  of  the  Troglot!vtei 
hid  been  hitlierto  as  iimple  as  tneir 
n»nnner^.  They  loved  God  as  the  au- 
thor of  their  happir.cfs;  they  feared 
him  as  the  avenger  of  injulhce;  and 
thty  fought  to  pleafe  him  by  doing 
good.  But  their  morals  being  coiTupt- 
eil,  their  religion  could  not  long  con- 
tinue pitre:  itiperdition  found  means  to 
introduce  irfclf,  and  compleated  their 
depravation.  Their  firft  king,  who 
had  been  a  con<]ueror,  and  a  law- giver, 
died,  after  a  long  reign,  extremely  rc- 
grctied  and  revered  by  his  fub^fts. 
His  fon  fucceedcd,  not  by  any  daim 
of  hcicditar)'  right,  but  the  free  elec- 
tion of  the  people,  who  loved  a  family 
that  had  done  them  fo  many  fervices. 
As  he  was  fcnfible  that  he  owed  hi  9 
crown  to  their  veneration  for  the  me- 
mory of  his  father,  he  endeavoured  to 
carry  that  veneration  as  high  as  pof- 
(ible.  He  built  a  tomb  for  him,  which 
he  planted  round  with  laurels,  and 
ran  fed  vrrfcs  to  be  folcinnly  reef  red  in 

1)raife  of  his  atchic\'em«.nrs.  When 
ic  perceived  that  thefc  honours  were 
well  received  in  the  opinion  of  the  pub- 
lick,  he  thought  he  might  venture  to  . 
go  further.  He  get  it  to  be  propoft-d  in 
the  frnate,  that  thtdcirt  monarch  Ihoijld 
be  Heiiied,  after  the  example  of  many 
nations  round  about  them,  who  had 
paid  thriame  compliment  to  their  kings. 
The  fenators  were  become  too  [:ocd 
cmntiers,  net  to  give  into  fo  agrce:0)!c 
a  piece  of  flattery,  efpccially  as  their 
own  honourwas  concerned  in  raifmg  the 
chara^er  of  their  founder  j  and  the  peo- 
ple, fcdticed  by  their  gratitude,  thought 
•that  thofc  virluts,  whic\\  \\aA  ittv^crtA 
him  the  ^rotc6lcr  and  f  Ai^tx  o\   ^v* 


country,  very  Jnftly  entitled  him  to  a 
fubordinatc  (hare  or  divmity. 

It  is  not  to  be  conceived  how  maoj 
evils  this  alteration  produced. 

Then  firft  the 'I>ogiod>tes  were  ma^ 
to  believe  that  their  God  was  to  be  galaed 
by  rich  donations,  or  that  his  glorr 
was  concerned  in  the  worldly  pompacd 
power  of  his  priefts.  •  A  temple,  fiid 
thofe  priefts,  <  is  like  acourt^younnift 

*  gain  the  favour  oftheminiflers,  or  your 

*  }ietitions  will  not  be  received.*  Astbe 
people  remembered  that  their  new  deiCf 
nad  once  been  aking,thisdoAnnelcemed 
plaufible  enough,  and  the  priefts  gRv 
r^bfolute  on  the  ftrength  of  it.  They 
procured  for  them  felvcs  excefHve  wealth, 
exemptions  from  all  publick.  burdens, 
and  almoft  a  total  independence  upon  the 
civil  authority.  That  the  comparifon 
between  the  temple  and  the  couii  might 
hold  the  better,  a  great  number  of  ce- 
remonies were  invented*  and  a  n»g^ 
niticcnce  cf  drefs  was  added  to  them  ai 
eiTential  to  holinefs.  The  women  came 
warmly  into  this,  and  vrere  ftill  more 
realous  than  the  men  in  their  attach- 
ment to  the  exterior  part  of  devptio)^ 
By  drgrrcs  the  iavijfible  Ge^,  wh(flf 
thnir  fatliers  had  worJhipped  alone,  was 
wholly  forgot i  and  all  the  vows  of  the 
people  were  paid  to  the  idol,  whole  iii- 
perltitious  worihip  was  better  adapted 
to  human  pafHons,  and  to  the  gainef 
the  priefts.  Expiations,  In  ft  rations,  (a- 
critices,  proceftions,  and  pilgripiaaest 
made  up  the  whole  of  religion*  '  itm 
the  piety  of  the  Troglodytes  was  toin- 
ed  afide  from  reality  to  form:  and  it 
was  no  longer  a  confequence,  that  a  Very 
r  cU^uu^  Ttas^  ^^r^  ^^e:^  hmi/l  man* 
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LETTER    XV. 


8BLIM9  TO  MIltZA  AT  ISFAHAN. 


FBDM  tornxm* 


ny  laft  Icftcr  I  told  thee  how  rauch 
:  Troglodytes  were  depraved  in 
otions,and  in  their  manners,  firom 
iolatry.  By  the  arts  of  the  prieft- 
their  corruption  encreafed  every 
and  'virtuey  inftead  of  being  au 
was  overturned  by  religion  itfelf, 
common  for  aTroglodytc  to  fay-T- 
il plunder  my  neighbour  or  thfc 
lick:  for  the  anger  of  our  God 
be  appeared  by  an  ofiering  made 
of  tbe  fpoih* 

3ther  quieted  hitconfcience  in  this 
t:  *  lam,  indeed,  a  very  great 
in,  and  have  injured  my  benefa6)or; 
[  am  a  con^ht  attender  on  all  pro- 
pns,  and  have  crawled  dirice  round 
emule  upon  my  knees/ 
hird  confefled  to  a  pried,  that 
I  defrauded  his  ward  of  an  eftate. 
e  half  of  it  to  our  order,"  faid  the 
for,  *  and  we  will  freely  endow 
with  the  reft.' 

:  the  mifchief  did  not  ftop  even 
From  fan£Ufying  trifles,  they 
ded  to  quarrel  ab^t  them :  and 
ace  of  the  fociety  was .  difturbed, 
m  which  impertinence  (hould  be 


preferred. .  This  wa3  tbe  w^dc  of  tfat 
prices,  who  took  upon  them  to  (leclar« 
what  was  mod  agreeable  to  their  god  % 
and  declared  it  differently,  as  it  happens 
ed  tl^at  their  paH^ns  or  lOtcreftsL  requir** 
ed.  "Biithow  flight  (bever  the  founda- 
tion was,  adifputeof  this  nature  never 
failed  to  be  warmly  carried  on.  No- 
body concerned  himfelf  about  the  rooralf 
of  another;  but  every  man*s  opinion! 
were  enquired  into  with  the  utmoft  ri- 
gour: and  woe  to  thofe  who  held  any  that 
were  diiliked  by  the  ruling  party;  lot 
though  neither  fide  could  teU  the  reafrn 
why  they  differed,  the  difference  wa» 
never  to  be  forgiven.  An  a}2;ed  Tro* 
glodyte  endeavoured  to  put  a  &>p  to  tint 
pious  fury,  by  reprefenting  to  them^ 
that  their  ancedors,  who  were  better 
men,  k^d  no  difputes  about  religion } 
but  (erved  their  God  in  the  only  unity 
requii^  by  him,  an  unity  of  affec- 
tion. AH  the  poor  man  got  by  this 
admonition  was,  to  be  called  an  atheift 
by  all  the  contending  ie^sf  and,  after 
fuffiuing  a  thoufand  perfecutions,  com* 
pelled  to  Uke  refuge  m  another  land. 


LETTER  -XVI. 


8ELIM9   TO  MIRZA  AT  ISFAHAN. 


t%OU  LOtfOOH. 


I C  court  had  a  deeper  intereft  in 
the  eftablifhment  ofthe  idolatrous 
lood  among  the  Troglodytes,  than 
It  firft  attended  to,  or  forcfccn. 
•ery  nature  of  their  office  particu- 
ittached  them  to  the  crown.  They 
ervants  of  a  deified  king :  and  it 
D  very  great  ftietch  of  their  func- 
to  deify  the  living  monarch  alfo. 
dingly  they  preached  to  all  the 
,  with  an  extraordinary  warmth 
1,  that  the  family  then  reigning 
Vv/ff/  5  that  they  held  the  crown, 
jr  the  will  of  die  fociety,  but  by 
nninencc  of  nature ;  tKat  to  reflit 
»leafure,  was  reiifting  God ;  and 
very  man  enjoyed  his  life  and 
by  their  grace,  and  at  their  dif- 
In  conie^encc  o(  |hefc  doc- 


trines, \n%facred  majeftj  did  juft  what 
he  thought  £t.  He  was  of  a  ma^al 
genius,  and  had  aflrong  ambition  to 
enlarge  his  territories.  To  this  end  he 
railed  a  mighty  army,  and  fell  upon  his 
neighbours  without  a  quarrel. 

The  Troglodytes  loft  their  blood,  and 
fpcnt  their  fubftance,  to  make  their 
prince  triumphant  in  a  war  which  could 
not  poftibly  turn  to  their  advantage;  for 
the  power  and  pride  of  their  tyrant  in- 
creafcd  with  his  fuccefs.  His  ttmp:T» 
too,  became  fiercer  and  more  fcvcre,  by 
being  accuitomed  to  (laughter  and  de- 
vaftation  j  fo  that  his  government  grew 
odious  to  his  fubje^ls.  Yet  the  daz- 
zling gloryof  his  vid^orics,  and  the  divi- 
nity they  were  taught  to  fmd  about  Klrci^ 
kept  thonv  lu  3L>Me«  ^^  l>a.'^Y^W]^\c)% 
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aiithonty.  But  Provi  Icnce  would  net 
fuffcr  him  any  longer  to  vex  msnkind : 
he  periihcd,  with  a  great  part  o{  his 
arm)',  by  the  united  va-.our  of  many 
nations,  who  had  allied  themr^lvcs 
airatnft  his  encrnchmcnts.  C\jp^?;".t 
wiiJihavin--  pun  ill.?  i  thr  ;if;j);rc.ror  ai,d 
author  of  ti;c  war,  they  imnicdiaiciy 


offered  a  peace  to  the  Trofi:Iod)tes,  upoo 
condition,  that  all  (houTd  be  rcllored 
which  had  been  taken  f:  .-•.m  them  in  the 
former  war«.  That  nation,  humbled 
by  their  defeat,  very  willingly  pancd 
wi^h  their  conque(U  to  purchafe  tbsir 
rtpoie. 


LETTER    XVn. 


SbLIM,   TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAllAlf. 


tT  N  D  K  R  t :v-T  thii-d  kin-,  v/Iio  Cv.c- 
Ccrc^-d  to  i;''s  t'lthiT  upon  a  new 
l!".»on  of  hertiJ.itriry  iimJ  divine  nghl, 
♦h;  Ij/irit  of  tho  i^ovcrmrt'-nt  w.is  wholly 
chant^txl.  He  v.m-.  yoiinp:,  and  of  a 
terr»p?r  mncli  n<ldicii.*d  to  eafc  and  plea- 
ixiTK^i  yet  bred  up  with  hi:jh  conceits  of 
kin;^ly  jvow^r,  and  a  royal  difngnrd  to 
his  jjeoplc's  «^>od.  'I'liciv  was  a  mix- 
tin-tf  of  bigotry  in  hi"<  difpofition,  which 
rave  the  pricils  a  great  advantage  over 
nim;  and  an  his  prcileccfTor  had  govern- 
ed by  them,thc)'  now  governed  by  him. 
The  people,  too,  in  imitation  of  their 
prince,  foon  contraoted  another  chai-a6terj 
thty  began  to  |H>lirti  and  fdften  all  ihcir 
manners.  The  young  Troglodytes  were 
Cent  to  travel  into  Perfiaj  they  ciimeback 
with  new  drcflcs,  ntw  i-eruitmcnts,  new 
foliics»  an  J  new  vices.  Like  a  plague  im- 
ported from  a  foreign  countr\',  luxury 
fprciul  itfelf  fioni  thefe  tnivcUers  over  all 
tht  nation.  A  thoulisnd  wants  were  creat- 
ed cvesy  day,  whlcii  nature  neither  fug- 
gclicd  nor  could  i'upply.  Athoufand  un- 
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eafinc-flVs  were  felt, which  were  as  uonani- 
ral  as  the  pleaAtres  that  occa Honed  them. 
When  the  minds  of  the  Trogk>dyiei 
were  thus  relaxed,  their  bodies  heoiw 
weak.  They  now  complained  thattlie' 
fummer  was  too"  hot,  and  the  winter  ti» 
cold.  They  loft  the  ufe  of  their  limbs, 
and  were  carrieci  about  on  the  ffiouUeri 
of  their  (laves.  The  women  brough: 
their  children  with  more  pain,  and  cvea 
thought  themfelres  too  delicate  t»  tmk 
them :  they  loft  their  beauty-  much  fooo* 
er  than  before,  and  vainly  ft  rove  to  im- 
pair it  by  the  help  of  art.  Tlwn  fir* 
phyficians  were  called  in  from  foreign 
lands,  to  contend  with  a  varict}' of  dc* 
diftempers,  which  intemperance  produ- 
ced ;  they  came;  and  the  only  advantage 
wus,  that  thofe  who  had  learned  to  litf 
;it  a  great  expencc,  now  found  the  fccict 
of  dying  at  a  greater. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  the  Tro- 
p:lodytes,  when,  by  the  benefit  of  a  lift- 
ing peace,  they  tafted  tlic  fwcets  of  plentTj 
andgie^/«ii/r. 


LETTER    XVIIt. 

8ELIM,   TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAH. 


THE  nncirnt  TrogloJytc?  were  too 
biii'y  in  thu  duties  ;mi«1  r-Mxs  of  fo- 
ci'.^tv,  to  em]>loy  much  of  liicii  tlioughts 
in  fjjoctjiati  »'\.  Tin v  w.ie  Ikilful  in 
m^rhaniiks  nnd  apiv  \;!tur'.-,  xtw.  only 
t  i:-r.ccf.  fo!\vl;ich  tl.c  v1;."l  :iny  \ii\\ 

i-.Kpcvkwc^.  tiu'jjji  ■\\\:i\\  th-  projiCriios 
c**  m:*.ny  mvd!»::n:''i  htiSs,  root':,  and 
fljnl".,  widi  v.-hich  :hc-y  cuuA  th.»  few 
ailments  that  i!ioy  v.-er.;  i\'bjcct  to  in  Uieir 
Ifr'T.ran'l  tvtnpv.a'.e  iilV. 

<.'\ "  { hr:  r  I  cliui  j  \  *■•,;•  y  i'.  ■.  vv.  iVA  0.\eT\uv\^' «» 


praifcs  of  the  Dtvine  Being,  the  beiutiei 
of  nature,  the  virtues  of  their  coimoy* 
men,  and  their  own  loves.  Thev  (hew- 
ed a  wond'.iful  force  of  imaginanoniBi 
gitat  number  of  fables  which  ifcry.  iD- 
vented,  under  moft  c-f  which  was  cc&* 
ccalcd  fonic  moral  fentiment  j  hut  f* 
hiltory,  they  contented  thcrafelvef  wiik 
ioTRc  ihort  accounts  cf  pubHck  ta^ 
ailions,  drav^from  the  memory  of  At 
old  eft  men  among  thetn,  and  wnitf 
vcwVciMt  :mlv^  -iTi-^  Having  no  party  dit 
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8  of  ftatf ,  to  record.  The  altera* 
F  their  government  and  manners 
ced  a  change  alfo  in  this  reipcft. 
at  many  oeoplc  withdrew  thera- 

cntirely  horn  the  offices  of  life, 
ecame  a  burden  to  their  family 
rountry,  under  a  notion  of  (hidy 
leditat'ion.  One  fct  of  them  very 
tly  undertook  to  explain  ait  the 
i  of  nature,  and  account  for  her 
ions.  Another  left  nature  quite 
i,  and  fell  to  reafon  about  imma- 

fubftance^  and  the  propeities  of 
.  A  third  profefletl  to  teach  reafon 
•ulej  and  invented  arguments  to 
te  common  fenfe*.     Thcfc  philo- 


inieh 


rs  (for  fo  they  Itiletl  theinielves) 
to  be  known  from  ail  man* 
)y  a  certain  air  made  up  of  bafh- 
*s  and  prefumption .  To diftinguiOi 
slves  from  the  vulgar,  they  for^t 
to  fay.  or  do  one  common  thing 
:hcr  men. 

is  rendered  their  behaviour  very 
ird,  and  they  were  confcious  of 
r  which  reafon  they  came  little  in- 
opany :  yet  in  private  their  pride 
d  to  fuch  a  pitch,  that  they  ima- 
they  were  aiTivcd  at  the  veiy  top 
man  merit,  and  looked  down  with, 
npt  on  the  greateft  generals  and 
rvanrs  of  the  rtate.  Among  the 
s  fpcculations  that  this  modern 
lof  phliolbphizing  produced,  there 
wo  more  pernicious  than  the  reft. 


and  which  gi-eatly  contribated  to  the 
corruption  and  ruin  of  the  people.  One 
was,  that  vice  and  virtue  were  in  them- 
felvcs  indifferent  things,  and  depended 
only  on  the  laws  of  every  country :  Ae 
other,  that  there  was  neidier  reward  nor 
puniflimcnt  after  this  life.  It  has  al- 
ready been  obferved  how  many  defers 
the  Troglodytes  found  in  their  laws, 
and  how  many  quibbles  were  invented 
to  eludethem.  But  ftill  there  was  fome 
reftraint  u|>on  their  a6lions,  while  a  fenfe 
of  guilt  was  attended  with  rcmorfe,  and 
the  apprehenfion  of  fuffering  in  another 
ftate.  But  by  thefe  two  do^bines  men 
were  left  at  perfeft  liberty  to  fm  out  of 
the  reach  ot  the  law;  and  virtue  was 
deprived  of  glory  here,  or  the  hopes  of 
recompence  hereafter.  There  was  a 
third  notion,  Itfs  impious  indeed,  but  of 
very  ill  confcquence  to  fociety,  which 
placed  all  goodnefs  and  religion  ip  a  re* 
clufi  and  conttmtlMirue  tuay  9flife, 
The  efFeft  of  this  was,  to  draw  off 
.  many  of  the  bell  and  worthieii  men 
from  the  fervice  of  the  publick,  and  ad- 
miniftration  of  the  commonwealth,  at  a 
time  when  their  labours  weiemoft  want- 
etl  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  general  eormp- 
tion.  It  is  haid  to  fay,  which  was  mod 
deftruflive;  an, opinion  that,  like  the 
former)  emboldened  v:ce}  or  fuch  a  one 
as  rendered  vir.ue  impotent  and  ufeleft 
(o  mankind. 
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SELIM,   TO    MIRZA    AT   ISFAHAN. 
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THILE  the  principles  of  the 
people  were  thus  depraved,  and 
mdtrltandings  uiktn otf  from  their 
-  oS;c^U,  the  court  h<came  the 
of  immorality,  and  every  kind  of 
Though  riuttcry  hud  been  al- 
buly  then*,  yd  the  former  kings, 
^'cre  frrqucntly  at  war,  had  Iwin 
o  a  certain  military  freedom;  and 
were  not  wanting  men  about  them  ^ 
lad  courage  to  tell  ihcm  tiuth  j  but 
Ifiminacy  of  the  prefent  fet  of 
ers  took  from  them  all  fpirit  as 


well  as  virtue;  and  ihcywereas  ready 
to  fuft'er  the  bafc'l  things,  as  to  a6l  the 
moft  unjuft.  Tlic  king,  wholly  de- 
voted to  his  plealures,  thought  it 
fullicient  for  him  to  wear  the  crown, 
without  troubling  himfelf  with  any  of 
the  cares  and  duties  belonging  to  it. 
The  whole  excrcife  and  pcwei'  of  the 
government  was  lotlgtd  in  the  hands  of 
a  grand  vizir,  the  firit  of  th:!t  title  which 
the  Troglodytes  had  ever  known.  It 
fccmrd  M'vy  ihnnge  to  them  at  the  be- 
ginning to  fee  the  royalty  uau»^rredto 


This  paflage  is  not  to  be  undrrftood  asdcfigniPg  an>  rrflo^ii  n  upor-  mtr  jJ  true  Itarw 
ut  as  acrnfure  ut'  the  different  kinds  of /tfy/ir  Itarnir.gs  f  ch  ■•■  t|ie.(ub:iItieAof  meta- 
ct  and  l')gick,and  the  natural  phiU>fophy  ot  Dru.iites  an.d  others  who  prelumcco 
I  and  aocuum  lor  all  things  hyjyjittpis  drawn  out  of  thut  o'Nw\m^|^\iwa.<Ck^^» 
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their  fellow  fubieft,  and  many  thought 
it  was  debafing  it  too  much .  The  prielH 
theinfelves  were  at  a  lofs  how  to  make 
out  that  thii  fort  of  monarchy  wns  di- 
vincj  however,  tV.ey  found  at  lall  th.it 
the  grand  viilr  was  a  rco<l  by  i;lt:cc, 
though  not  by  birth.  If  this  ('.ifti.ic- 
tion  did  not  fativfy  the  jxroplc,  the 
court  and  the  pr lefts  were  not  much 
concerncil  about  it.  But  a  j^rlmc  mi- 
niilcr  was  not  the  only  novelty  tht-fe 
times  produced. 

The  Troglodytes  had  always  been 
remarkable  for  the  manner  in  which 
they  uicd  their  wouicn.  The}'  had  a 
gicatcr  elKcm  for  them  than  any  other 
of  the  eailcm  uatioiiK:  they  admitted 
themtoaconftantniaic  in  their  con  verfa- 
tion,  and  even  cmrurtcd  thtm  with  their 
private  aftuirs;  but  thcjr  never  fufpe^flcd 
that  they  had  a  genius  for  publick  biifi- 
nefs;  and  that  not  unly  their  o-,vn  fumi- 
iies,  but  the  ftate  itfelf,  might  I*  go- 
verned by  their  direction.  They  were 
BOW  convinced  of  their  miftake.  Se- 
veral ladies  appeared  together  at  the 
helms  the  king's  mi Ai els,  the  midrrfs 
of  the  vizir,  two  or  tlucc  milhcffts  of 
ihc  vizir's  favourite  olficers,  joined  in 


a  political  confederacy,  and  munged 
all  matters  as  they  pleafed.  Tlkar 
lovers  gave  nothir.:?,  and  aded  norhing 
but  by  their  recommendailon  and  ad- 
vice. Sometimp?:,  -rdcL-d,  they  dif. 
fcrcd  among  thcmli'Uci,  which  occa- 
fioncd  great  con fufions  in  the  lia'e;  but, 
by  the  jwc'fick  h:b&urs  of  good  lubx-cii 
and  the  king's  int<*rccllion,  liichurhapjir 
divifions  were  compoi'ed,  and  ^^n^^fi 
went  quietly  on  ncrain.  If  there  vai  any 
dcfe6>  in  the  politicks  of  thcletc  milcrai- 
crs,  it  was,  that  they  could  never  com- 
prehend any  other  point  or  p'tqioie  in 
the  art  of  government  but  fo  much /ro/il 
to  tbemfeluts, 

Thehiltory  of  the  Trrp:!od\-tJs  hn 
recorded  fome  of  their  wife  aivd  witty 
fayings. 

One  of  them  was  tdd  that,  by  the 
grent  decay  of  trade,  the  principal  btnk 
of  the  city  woidd  be  broke.     *  Wha 

*  cure  I  ?'  faid  ihc;  *  I  have  laid  my 

*  money  out  in  land.* 

Another  was  warned,  that  if  better 
meafurcs  were  not  taken,  thcTroglodjtrt 
threatened  to  revolt.  'I  am  glad  to  hear  ir,* 
replied  Jhe;   *  for  if  we  beat  them,  thtr* 

*  will  fome  richconfifcations  fall  tome/ 
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SELIM,    TO   XIIR 

PAINFUL  experience  had,  by  this 
time,  taught  the  Troglodytes  whut 
their  t.ithtrs  were  too  hai>py  to  fufpt  <;•>, 
that  human  nature  wa.^  not  ptiiV^l 
cnouii^h  lo  be  truftod  wiili  utuimiud 
powci  :  ihcy  faw  a:i  cvidiut  nu-.;!iivof 
\M^i  unin:.  tliitt  wjjlch  hui  bei n  given 
to  ll.elr  ki'gs,  as  well  for  the  d  pnity 
of  the  cr.r.vn  itlllf,  as  for  the  gocd  of 
tht  commonwealth. 

The  wh<»le  nation  Mnnnimovflv  on- 
r.nrrcd  !n  '.Iris  rnchition,  and  thai  una- 
niniiiy  ciuld  not  bo  refitted  :  they  there- 
fore conl'.dercvl  by  what  jr.c.ms  lo  in- 
form ihi.lr  iTovommtnr,  and  d:d  it  wiih 
equal  vij:»:iir  ar.J  moderation.  If  was 
decired  t!iat  the  crown  jhoiild  in  prc- 
fcrvcd  to  the  yiriiKj  then  rri^nirjr,  uax. 
of  ncijvi^  to  the  family  he  wa*  rr  ;  but 
that  he  (h-rtdd  wear  it  uniler  certain. li- 
mitatior.9  which  divided  his  authority 
with  the  ff nate. 

To  Pre\Tnt  the  mifchiefs  that  might 
•rife  mm  evil  miniiicn,  aM  ty«&  \no 
^ar  power  of  any  favounte,  ii\rj  ^- 


ZA    AT    ISPAHAN. 
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cl»u-cd,  that  the  minilicrs  of  the  kine 
were  the  fcrvants  of  the  people,  an-i 
could  not  be  protected  by  the  «.ourt,  it 
they  wore  found  difloyal'to  the  nation. 
Under  ihele  wife  re^rulations  theih.it- 
tcred  itate  recovered  iticlf  again  i  thd: 
affairs  wtir  managed  with  mere  dlftrc- 
tion,  and  m.my  publick  p-ievanccs  wv.'i 
rtdrclTed.  They  thought  that,  in  li- 
miting their  monarchv,  they  had  cut  tk 
root  of  all  their  evils,  and  firj;;rtJ 
th^niklves  with  a  ptiTnanent  frlicix 
But  thev  r|\iickly  difcoycrtd  thit  tli's 
rt\v  fyftcm  was  not  without  it's  iiiccn- 
vcnicnccs.  Very  favourable  oppcrtu- 
i.Ities  were  iWaimcs  lolt  by  the  cr.i- 
yoidablc  P.cwncfs  of  their  counc  Is,  i:A 
it  wus  rftwn  nccelfary  to  tn:tl  tp.rc 
l^oplj  wi;h  :r,j  ficut  of  publ-Lk  >»i:j- 
nefs  than  could  he  rcl-LLi  tni  ■ . 
rity.  There  were  c'iai',y  o 
the  nature  cf  thtir  go\  -  "  - 
tlicm  to  connive  at,  an 
\\  vra[iiout  of  the  very 
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maof  pointt,from  liber^  itfclf,  and  de- 
Roerated  into  a  fhameleis  licentiouTnefs. 
Silt  the  principal  mifchief  attending  on 
this  change,  was  the  divitioa  of  the  (c- 
nate  into  parties .  D IfFerent  judgments, 
different  intereiis  and  pafiions,  wereper- 
petnalif  dafliing  with  one  another,  and 
Dy  the  unequal  motion  of  it's  wheds 
the  whole  machins  went  but  heavily 
along. 

Yet  one  advantage  arofe  from  thi$ 
^ifbrder,    that  the  people  were  kept 


alert,  and  unon  their  guard.  The  am'- 
moiities  and  emulation  of  particular* 
fecured  the  comnionwealth}  as,  in  a  ft^ 
raglio,  the  honour  of  the  hu(buid  it 
preferved  by  the  malice  of  the  eunuchs^ 
and  mutual  jealoufies  of  the  woiilen. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  TroglodyM 
might  have  been  happy  in  the  liber^ 
they  had  gained,  if  the  fame  publiclt 
fpint  which  eftabliflied,  could  hart  con« 
tmued  to  maintain  it^ 
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S£LIM,  TO   MIRZA   AT   ISPAHAH« 


THERE  was  in  the  fetiate  a  cer- 
tain man  of  great  natural  cun- 
ning and  penetration,  fa6lious,  enter- 
prizing,  verfcd  in  bufinefs,  and,  above 
all,  very  knowing  in  the  difpoAtion  of 
the  times  in  which  he  lived.  This  man 
tame  (ecretly  to  the  kin^,  and  enter- 
tained him  with  thefollowmg  difcourfc. 

*  I  perceive,  Su*,  you  arc  Very  much 

*  cad  down  with  the  bounds  that  have 

*  been  fct  to  your  authority  j  but  per- 

*  haps  you  have  not  loft  fo  much  as 
«  you  imagine.     The  people  are  very 

*  proud  of  their  own  work,  and  look 
'  with  great  fatisfa^lion  on  the  outfide 

*  of  their  new-ercftctl  government  J  but 
'  tliofe  who  can  Ife  the  infide  too,  find 
'  every  thing  too  rotten  and  fuperficial 

*  to  laft  very  long. 

*  The  two  things  in  nature  the  mod 

*  repugnant  and  inconfiftent  with  each 

*  other,  are  the  love  of  liberty,  and  the 

*  love  of  money :  the  laft  is  fo  fti'ong  a- 

*  mong  your  fubje^ls,  that  it  is  impofTi- 
«  blc  the  former  can  fubfift.     I  fay,  Sir, 

*  they  are  not  honest  enough  to  be 

*  FREE.  Look  round  the  nation,  and  fee 

*  whether  their  manners  agree  with  their 

*  conilitution.     Is  there  a  virtue  which 
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*  want  does  not  difgrace,  or  a  Vice  which 

*  riches  cannot  dignify  ?  Hasnotkniiiiy 
'  inie6led  all  degrees  of  men  amongft 

*  them?  Which  viray  is  that  luxury  td 
'  be  fupported?  It  muft  neceflarily 
'  create  a  dependence  which  will  ibon 

*  put  an  end  to  diis  dream  of  liberty« 

*  liave  you  a  mind  to  fix  yonr  power 

*  on  a  fure  and  lafting  bafis ?  Fix  iton 

*  the  vices  of  mankind :  fet  uji  privato 

*  intereft  againfl  pdblick  |  apply  lo  tho 
'  wants   and  vanities   of    particulars | 

*  fhew  thole  who  lead  the  people^  that 

*  they  may  better  find  their  account  in 

*  beti'aying  than  defending  them.  This^ 

*  Sir,  IS  a  (hortplan  of  fuch  a  conduct 

*  as  would  make  you  really  fupcrior  to 

*  all  reftraint,  without  breaking  in  upon 

*  thofe  nominal  fecurities^  v4iich  the 

*  Troglodytes  are  more  attached  to  a 

*  great  deal  tlian  they  are  to  the  things 
*■  thcmfelvesi     If  you  pleafe  to  truft  tfao 

*  managexnent  to  me,  I  ihall  not  be 
'  afraid  of  being  obnoxious  to  xhtfiirit 

*  of  libert^f  for  in  a  little  while  I  vqU 

*  extinguifli  every  fpark  of  it;  nor  of 

*  being  liable  to  thtjuflice  of  the  na- 

*  tion,  for  my  crime  itfelf  fhall  be  my 

*  froU^ienr 


LETTER    XXII- 


SELIMy  TO   MIRZA   AT   ISPAHAN. 


TtlE  RE  is  a  very  pretty,  fair-com- 
plexioned  girl,*  who  ledges  in  a 
houft  over-againft  me.  She  was  al- 
wAyt .  (taring  at  me  from  her  window, 
$aU  ictmed  to  folicit  my  regardt  by  a 


raoM  tovtoM. 


thottfand  litdc  airs  that  I  canaot  de- 
fcribe,  but  which  touched  me  ftill  more 
than  all  her  beauty :  at  laft  I  became  (b 
eoamouml  of  her,  that  I  re(bWedto  dc« 
maad  her  in  marriage.    Accadiia^^t 
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went  to  vifit  her  in  form,  and  u'as  re- 
ceived by  her  mother,  a  widow  gentle- 
woman, who  defired  very  clTilly  to  know 
my  byfinefs. 

'  Madam,'  faid  I,  *  I  have  a  garden 
«  at    Ifpahan  adorned  with  the  finelt 

*  flowers  in  the  eaft;  I  have  the  PcrAan 

*  jalminc,  the  Indian  rofe,  the  violet  of 

*  MiMia,  and  the  IuUp  of  Candahari 

*  butlhave  latdy  beheh!  an  Enfijlilh  lily 

*  mou  fair  than  :ill  thric,  ai.d  far  more 

*  fwect,    which    I  dtrlue  to  tranfplant 

*  into  my  garden.  This  lily,  Madam, 
'  is  nowinyour  poni-Hion;  and  I  come 

*  a  Inppliant  to  you,  that  I  may  obtain 

*  ir/ 

The  old  lady,  not  conceiving  wh  it  I 
m'":int,  l>e^an  to  aflurc  mc  very  faith- 
fully that  I  was  miftakcn,  for  ihe  had 
neither  lilv  nor  rofe  belonpin;;  to  her. 

*  The  lily,'  rctimicd  I,  *  is  your  love- 
■  ly  daughter,  whom  I  come  to  a/k  of 

*  yo\i  for  my  wife.' 

*  What  do  voii  propofc  to  fettle  on 
«  hcr>'  replied  "flic.     •  That  is  the  firft 

*  pointtobc  confidcred.' 

*  I  will  do  by  her  verv'  handfomcly,' 
anfwered  I;   *   I  will  fettle  upon  hcr^- 

*  fivo  black  eunuchs^  an  expert  old  mid- 

*  wife,  and  fix  or  feven  very  adruit  fo- 

*  male  (laves.' 

*  Two  Hacks,*  anfwcred   ihe,    *  are 

*  well  enough;  but  1  fliould  think  iivo 

*  French  foot /Km  wo\i!d  he  genteclcr, 

*  However,  St,  wc  will  not  quarrel 

*  abo'.it  her  roinpage,  Th.c  queftion  is, 

*  vf\\^x pro'i-ijion  vuu  think  of  makinr;.' 

*  Do  not  tnniblc  vourfcl f  about  that,' 
nturned  Ij  *  Ihrfhafl  have f»f/»/ enough, 

*  I  warrant  you;  pleniv  of  rice,  and  the 
«  h^^Jktrbct  in  all  Pci'fia.' 

*  Do  not  tell  me  of  rice  Vind  Jberbef,* 
faid  the  old  wouvm;  *  I  a(k   whatyo/«- 

*  tu»e  you  will  p:Ivc  htrr' 
Thiswortl  ttopptil  mcfliort,for  I  did 


not  know  what  2^  jointure  fignificd.  At 
laft  ftie  explained  herfclf  by  demanding 
of  me  how  her  daughter  wu  toiiici 
I  fhould  die. 

'  I  have  an  Indian  wife,'  anfwend  I, 
'  that  intentls  to  burn  htrfeif'ax  fooD  » 
'  I  expire;  but  I  would  not  recommend 
'  that  method  to  your  daughter.* 

*  How!"  fa  id  Ihe;  *  you  are  married 
'  then  alreaily!'— *  Ves,"'  faidlj  *  inPer- 
'  fia  wc  are  allowed  to  takt  as  many  wo- 
'  men  as  we  can  heepx  and  fome,  I  am 

*  fure,  of  the  moll  fafhionable  men  in 

*  En£.land,  do  the  fame,  onlyleavingoui 

*  the  ceremony,* 

*  It  is  a  very  wicked  practice,'  an* 
fwercd  ihe :  *  but  fince  it  is  youi  religicn 

*  fo  to  do,  and  that  my  daughtcr's/flr«w 

*  is  too  linall  to  get  a   hu(band  among 

*  Chriftians,  I  am  not  much  averfe  to 

*  give  her  to  yoy  upon  reafonable terms, 

*  bccaufe  I  am  told  you  are  very  rich.* 
She  had   I'carce  fpoke   thefe  words, 

when  my  little  milh-efs,  who  had  bcw 
liftening  to  our  difcouife  behind  the 
fcreen,  came  out  from  her  concealment, 
and  told  her  mother,  that  if  fo  many 
women  were  to  live  together,  ihe  was 
fui-c  there  would  be  no  peace  in  the 
family,  and  therefore  (he  defired  her 
to  iniift  on  a  good  pin- moneys  (that  is 
to  fay,  as  the  term  was  explained  tcme, 
a  great  indepenJcnt  aUsnvtwc/)  m  cafe 
her  hufband  and  flic  Should  Jij'agree. 

*  What,'  faid  1,  *  young  lady,  do  you 

*  think   already  o^  feparaiing  jfovr  in- 

*  tei-crts   from   nsine?  And    niuft  I  be 

*  obliged  to  pay  my  wi{c  Jar  living  ill 

*  nvilh  me,  as  much  as  I  (hould  j'er  Uii- 

*  ing  lucU? 

*  No,  by  Ilali !  I  will  ne\'er  wed  a 

*  woman  who  is  fo  dettrmiucd  to  rebel 
<  againft  her  huA)and,  that  (he  articles 

*  for  it  in  the  very  cor.tiacl  of  her  niar- 
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^cLIM,  TO  M1K7.A   AT   ISPAHAN. 


THERE  i>  at  I.ond-n  a  mtive  of 
Alejip'-,wlu>  ha:;ufiiiid  hti"*.  fi'ine 
y..Tr*  Ui  a  yi.\ .I'l  :L^tni  fi.r  ii  nu'  niii  - 
i.:ia;*.t'  '^f  ih  it  ciiy.  and  palfi  ?  for  a  J-  w: 
i:.ey  i  \\\  bin*  7  V-iulon,  br.'  his  tiiie  i^nme 
is  Abo.-lhh,  *^:l  if^n  of  -\b*UrajT.;;n.  He 
i;js  j:v«*.eJ  h  ;;;'i'lf  to  uir,  and  I  have 


rtCM   LCNDOK. 

Thei-e  n*  ver  was  an  l»onclier,  more 
fri'  '.ill';-,  '^r  mi-re  valuable  luan:  but  he 
ib  :i>  n -.'.:h  a  bi::ot  to  all  the  eaftem  no* 
t:»>i.<.  ;ind  a&  much  a  ftnin^;er  to  t\ttf 
thing  in  Er.^L.nd,  as  be  was  the  fifit 
hi''.u-  of  \i.-»  .irrival.  For  my  09st§ 
M>r/.i,  i   irt  out  with  a  xc£iliicioii » 
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nind  to  bear  different  oiHiiians» 
ly  to  liiiFtfr  different  climateB. 
'.  may  hy  foy  I  began  my  tra- 
d  while  before  I  went  abroad, 
^y  coquiring)  and  reafbning, 
mannerB  and  inftinitions  of 
itries.  I  had  lived  longenough 
-oke  of  an  arbitrarygovemment 
mifery  of  it,  and  value  liberty: 
come  into  an  idand  where  that 
liap()ily  edablifhed,  and  where 
irn  to  know  it  by  it*s  effe£ls. 
rza,  is  the  ftudy  that  I  purine ; 
nands  the  ntmoli  attention  I 
In  abfolutc  monarchies  all 
n  the  charafter  of  the  prince, 
iniuilh'rs)  and  when  that   is 


2J 

known,  yoa  have  little  fnore  to  learn: 
but  in  mnced  governments  the  machimf 
is  more  complex,  and  it  requires  a  nicer 
obfenration  tounderftandhcwrtiiefprine^ 
of  it  are  difpofed,  or  how  they  mutually 
check  and  aflift  each  other. 

When  I  talk  to  Abdallah  onthisfub- 
je£l,  he  telh  me  it  in  not  wordi  my 
while  to  trouble  myfelf  abdut  itj  for 
that  any  form  of  government  is  good  if 
it  he  nvfU  admunflered.  But  the  quef- 
tion  is,  which  is  mefi  liMy  to  be  •tnell 
adminifiered^  that  is,  which  has  heft  fe- 
cured  itfelf,  by  wholefome  provilions 
and  reftraints,  Hgainft  the  danger  of  a 
bad  admiHiJiraliou, 


LETTER    XXIV. 

SELIM,  TO  MIRZA   AT  ISPAHAN. 


fa  Oil  L  OK  poll. 


/as  walking  in  the  fields  near 
cit)'  the  otlier  morning,  a  dif- 
Idit-T,  fomcwhat  in  years,  ira- 
y  ch;vri:yi  and,  to  excite  my 
n,  bared  hisbofom,  on  which 
fcars  of  many  wounds  all  re- 
thc  fervice  of  his  country.  I 
itvcd  his  wants;  and,  being 
J  inform  my  lei  f  of  cvcj-y  thing, 
dirconrfe  with  him  on  the  war 
ic  had  Icrv'cd,  He  told  me  he 
p;  cicnt  at  the  taking  of  ten  or 
jr.g  towns,  and  had  a  (hare  in 
r  andgloryof  almoft  t'.s  many 
*  How  then,'  laid  T,  *'comes 
s  ti^at  thou  art  hid  afide?  Thy 
I  is  indeed  in  it's  <.'.ccrme,  but 
wafted ;  and  I  fhould  ihink  that 
ice  would  well  fupply  the  lofs 
h.' — 'Alas!  Sir,' anfwered  he, 
a  good  heart,  and  tolerable 
but  I  want  tliree  inches  more 
iro:  I  am  brave  and  able  c- 
:h:mkGod,  but  not  quite  hand- 
ough  for  a  foKller."' 
then  didfl  thou  leiire  To  long  ?* 


returned  I.   *  In  Flanders,  Sir,"  faid  he, 

*  there  were  fome  dioufands  of  llich  iU- 

*  looking  fellows,   who  c'.id  very  well 

*  in  a  day  of  battle,  but  woi»ld  make 

*  no  figure  at  a  review.    BeHdes,  I  have 

*  no  njote  for  any  count)',  city,  or  bo- 

*  rou^h,inEngland;  and  tberetorc  couJd 

*  not  nope  for  preferment  in  the  army 

*  were  I  ever  fo  nAfiU  mads  J*  This  lait 
objeflion  appeared  lo  mc  ver^'odd;  but 
of  all  the  novelties  I  have  met  with  in 
Europe,  none  ever  furprizcd  me  fo  much, 
as  that  aqualificiition  for  military  fervice 
fliould  be  fuppoled  to  coniiil  in  iisiug 
looks  and  a  certain  degree  of  tallnels, 
more  than  expei'icnced  courage  and  har- 
dy flrength4 

If  women  were  to  ralfe  and  employ 
troops,  I  fhould  not, indee  J,  much  wonder 
?.t  fuch  a  choice:  butGou  jyant  our  in-  ' 
vincible  fuiirn  an  army  of  veteran  uA" 
diers,  though  rh.cre  were  not  a  man 
amoncj  them  ahovc  five  feet  high,  or  a 
face  that  v/ould  not  frii^htcn  an  enemy 
with  the  very  louks  of  it  1 


LETTER    XXV. 

SELIM,     TO  MIRZA  AT  IbPAHAN. 


R£  is  a  fet  of  people  in  this 
ntry,  whofe  aftivity  i$  more 
inn  the  idlentfs  of  a  monk. 
like  thofe  troubleibme  dreams 
en  ng'iute  taid  perplex  us  in 
but  I^Y§  OQ  ixnprefllon  ht- 


rtOM  tOKZlON. 

hind  them  wlicn  we  wake.  I  have  fent 
thee  an  e]niaph  made  for  one  of  thtfe 
Tfien  of  httjififjSf  who  ended  his  life  and 
labours  not  lowv:.  Vx"^* 

*  Here  V\;.^  — ^  -^ ,v:Va\v»A>^>x^- 


■  H*h3'!thrhor'3»jroffittinpm  fixpar• 
•  lument.".,  ot  Ijcn*:  chiinr.an  in  twcnty- 
'  five  omrsittres,  anvl  of  makin«r  three 

•  hiinili-eil  -in*.!  ft  fry  fpcetbri.  He  attend - 

•  eH  conlfranrly  twice  a  wect  at  thilcvccs 

•  of  rvA.*!v--  diltcmt  psTiilbr^of  ilatc; 

•  «nd  writ  for  and  JtpiinH.  then:  oncthoti- 

•  £ind  p«piTs.      H.-  ccmpoiird  fifty  new 

•  pro*e^i  for  the  i>rttrr  po\Tmmtiit  of 
'  the  church  ind  Itaie.   He  Icfi  beiiind 
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'  him  memotrs  of  his  own  liic  in  fiic 

*  volumes  in  folio. 

*  Reader,  if  thou  /bouldll  be  moved  tD 
'  dn >p  a  rrzr  for  the  jofs  of  ib  c  o  N  si  D  E R- 

*  ABLE  A  PERSON,  it  wfl]  boa  SXSGV- 

*  LAR  favour  to  tiic  deccafed  ;  for  no- 

*  body  c':*  concerns  himfelf  aboutit,cir 

*  nemcmhcrs  tliat  iuch  a  nun  vrai  cnr 

*  bom.* 


LETTER   XXVL 


«     SELIMy    TO  MIR 

IWcnt  with  my  frlon  1  the  other  day 
to  a  j;rc':ir  hall,  where  :iil  the  courts 
oMavwLrc  I'tting  to;;cth  r.  'Behold/ 
111  1  he,  *  the  temple  oijuftice,  the  fanc- 
* ' iiiary of  uilvilegc :ind  rijjhi,  which onr 

*  ml^hticfi  nionaichs  have  nor  hcf n  able 

*  to  vjrjatc  with  impunity.     Behold  the 

*  lowcftofoiircommons  contending  here 

*  with  the  hi^rhL-il  of  our  nobles,  un  awed 
*■  by  ihair  dignity  or  power.  Sec  thofe  ve- 

*  ncnLblcfages  on  the  bench,  whole  cars 
■  are  deaf  to  foiicitation,andtheirhind5 

*  untaintcdwiih corruption.  Sec alfo thole 

*  ty^•c!vc  mrn,  whom  wc  call  ihc  JMry, 

*  the  irre:it  bulwark  of  our  property  and 

*  freedom.     Bnt  then  call  your  eyes  on 

*  thofc  men  in  black  thnt  Iwarm  on  every 

*  lidc:  theft-  arc  (he  priefts  of  the  temple, 

*  whojikc  m«)lt  other  prie  its,  have  turn - 

*  cd  tlicir   minillry  into  a  tr.ide;  they 

*  havi  perplexed,  confounded,  and  cn- 

*  cumbered  law,  in  order  to  make  them- 

*  I'clves  nioi-e  ncceflTary,  and  t6  drain  the 

*  purlcs  of  the  people.' — '  I  have  heard,' 
fail  1,    *  that  the  laws  of  England  are 

*  yf\(c\y  framed  and  impainially  aJmifii- 

*  JlereJ/ — *  The  old  Gothic  pile  we  arc 

*  now  in,'  replied  my  friend,  *  will  give 

*  you  a  juft  idea  of  their y?r««3ar^i  the 


ZA  AT  ISPAMAK* 

*  foundations  of  if  are  deep  and  venr 
'  b'iiilg;  it  h;is  /!cM>d  m.inv  ages,  arij 

*  with  giwil  repairs  mav   ftand   many 

*  more;  but  the  architcelurc  is  loadcJ 
'  wifh  a  nr.iltiplicity  of  idle  and  udlt^j 

*  parts:  when  yini  examine  it  crilicaliy, 

*  mnny  faults   and    imperfediions  vrill 

*  a|ypeir  J  yet  upon  the  whoie  ii  has  a 

*  mighty  awful   air,  and    ftrikes   yc4I 
'  with  reverence.      Then  as  to  the  ad- 

*  miniftration  of  our  laws,  the  diffcr- 

*  encc  betv.Tcn  us  and  other  countries 

*  is    little   more  than   this,  that  there 

*  they  fell  juftice  :n  the  grojs,  and  here 
«  we  fell  it  hy  ntaU.    In  Perlia  the  cadi 

*  pafTes  fentence  for  a   round    fum  of 

*  money  J  in  England  the  jud^^c  indeed 

*  takes 'nothing;  but  the  attorney,  tbc 

*  advocate,  every  officer  aiid  retainer  on 

*  the  court,  raife  ti-eblc  that  fum  upcn 

*  the  client.   The  condition  of  julHet  is 

*  like  that  of  many  women  of  quality- j 

*  they    themfclvca    are    above     being 

*  bought,     tnit  every  ftr^ant    abciir 

*  them  muft  htfeed^  or  there  is  x^gti- 

*  ting  at  them.    The  difinterefted  Ifinr 

*  of  the  lady  is  of  no  advantage  to  tlw 

*  fuitor;  he  is  undone  by  the  rapine  of 
'  ber  dependants t"" 
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I  Told  thcc,  in  my  laft  letter,  a  con- 
verfsiicn  1  had  with  my  friend  uj>on 
the  prailicc  of   law   in  tnis    countr)'. 

*  What  IK  peculiar  to  us,'  continued  he, 

*  in  j«d"cial  prticecding-s,  is,  that  no  dif- 

*  cretionary  poiver  is  lodged  cither  in  the 

*  judge  or'the  jury;  but  they  are  to  di- 

*  reft  and  determine  altogether  by  tlie 

*  letter  of  the  iaiw. 

«  In  France,  andothcY;^**^*^  '^^" 
•  ro^fi-,  the  judge  is  truiled  w'viVi  i>ic\i  % 


vaoM  LoxDoy. 
«  power  to  \'arN-  from  the  law  in  ctrtaiii 

*  points,  according  to  the  dilates  of  hii 

*  confciencc,  and  the  reafon  of  theciie. 
'  But  in  Engcland,  confcience,  reafiffi. 

*  right,  and  juAice,  are  coaAmd  to  dn 
'  words  of  the  law,  and  the  eftridifbet! 
'  meaning  therrof.  No  doubt  tkb  0 
'  (MTodu^tive  of  ininy  hai-dffiiM|   par* 

*  tvculars  m\k^  often  fuflTer  by  it$  ytt  if 
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icrally  found,  that  in  otlier  coiin- 
s, where  thty  arc  not  fo  ftriftly  lied 
vn,  the  ;iidges  conlciencc  is  apt  to 
Kind  too  much  on  the  king's,  and 

nile  of  eqiiit)-  is  a  very  uncertain 
alurC)  which  paflion,  prejudice,  or 
erelt,  can  eafily  change. 
Theie  latter  times  have,  indeed,  a 
r^l  dell"  departed  from  the  ancient 
thods  of  iudicatiirc  in  mauer>  of 
>u..'rtv,  bv  LTKwura>r!nL;  applications 
the  C.hnncery,  which  is  a  court  of 
litv,  where  he  who  prciidcs  in  it 
l»V->  alone,  without  any  .ituy,  and 
th  a  mu(.U  i;rt:itvr  lariiiide  than 
iLT  courts  :  but  whether  nioiw  evil 
m  good  does  not  att«:nil  on  this 
i^ice,  may  wtH  bo  qucltioned.  Thus 
ich  is  certain,  that  caufcs  are  not 
rtgneJUy  it, though  one  mii^hthavc 
pec>ed  that  aJvofittive  from  it  at 
Ih'— •  I  have  been  told,'  faid  I, 
It  whatever  lim;,*  thty  nriy  tike  in 
fTinj  through  that  court,  they  have 
:':ii  a  further  journey  to  make  before 
^y  come  to  :i  ilnal   <Ucifion.' — *  It 

tnu','  replied  he,  *  they  may  be 
niid  from  ihinice  by  an  kippe;d  to 
■-.  HovUc  of  JLonls,  who  judge  in  the 
t  roiort.  And  if  tli^  tou'tiiuiion  had 
t  K)tl-^c;l  there  a  judicature  fup'.rior 
\)\'A\o{x\\v  chancellery  fo  ni'.ichof  the 
upcjty  of  the  fubit«fl:  would  cnthcly 
pL-nd  upon  his  opinion,  th:;t  thcp^r- 


*  liamcnt  woulil  have  rcafon  to  p\ 

*  gain  tlicir  claim  to  a  right  whic 

*  demamled  in  the  reipi  of  Edwa; 

*  of  nominating  this  officer  tbcmfti 
<  When  an  appeal/  faid  I,  *  i 

*  to  the  loix^s,  by  what  rules  i 

*  judge  ?  If  by  no  otlier  than  1 
<  natiiral  equity,  I  can  tl>en  unde 

*  that  every  lord  who  has  commg 

*  maybc-fuppofed  to  be  capable  ( 

*  a  judicature :   but  if  tiiev  pro< 

*  the  rules,  of  the  courts  below,  a 

*  cordir<y   to   principles,   ufagci 

*  dcterminaiio-is   elttibiifned  thet 

*  \i  'xfticnce  of  which  few  arc  c 

*  and  in  that  fenfe  thc-y  cannot  be 

*  horn.   Two  or  three,  at  moft,  • 

*  body,  would    then   have    cor 

*  knowledge  for  the  pci-fonning 

*  which  the  conftitution  of  Engl: 
'  pects  from  a//.  And  when  y&> 
'  to  judcje,  their  being  too  much  < 

*  inafftSion  or  interoli,  at  Torn 
'  turts  of  tim(  i  at  others,  their bi 
'^  much  united  \  mii';ht,  I  fhouli 

*  have  very  bad  conlequences.  B 

*  if  the  chancellor  himfclfftiou 

*  Ik  the  luIj  lord  in  the  houfe 

'  pofTefltHl  t'f  that  knov;ledi^e  to  1 

*  I  eft,  where  would  be  then  the 

*  appealing  from  his  decrees  ?' 
To  this  my  friend  aFkiv/cred  n< 

and  I  thought  that  his  iUcnce  wa 
explanation. 


-     LETTER    XXVIII. 

KLLIM,  TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


Trench  gentleman  was  boalVmg  the 
L  other  day,  in  a  company  where  I 
,  r)f  the  acadj.:i;;::s  t'i.und»,d  by  th.r 
kii'.r:  for  the  uipjiOi:  and  re>vard  of 

and  fcienccs. 

You  have  a  plear.nt  wny/  fai-l  he, 
i^rc  in  En^lan-l,  of  enc(juvsgir.j;  a 
I  an  of  wit.  When  he  is  dend,  you 
iiild  him  n  fine  ticnb,  and  Ir.v  l.im 
nong  your  ki'i.^-;  b«Jt  v.-hilc  he  is 
ivc,  he  is  as  ill  ier*  -vcd  at  court,  as 
■  he  came  with  a  petition  a_Lnlnll  the 
kiuiiiry.  Would  noi  tlu*  njoncy  you 
ave  .'aid  out  upon  th:.-  mo.uuncnts  of 
vo  or  thnt  of  vour  pons,  i:avr  be\.n 
eiter  b'-'dowtni  m  giving  th'-m  bread 
•hc:i  thvjy  were  living,  and  wanteil 
?'— *  '1  his  might  hnvc  liccn  formtr- 
f  the  c.Ie,'  replied  the  Em^iiftinmn; 
ur  it  is  not  to  now.  A  man  of  true 
niw.  rs  .If  prcllnr  ih  rrv.ich  favomcd 
Ui:' publickj  vvij.ci:  is  tht  bell  of  uU 


'  p:'.trons,  his  v.orks   arc    fo 

*  V.oii;^!^t  \ip.  :»nd  Pjch  rejjard  i 
'  him  jveiy  way,  tl.at  he  has  nc 

*  depend  upon  a  court  for  prote 

*  for  lublllKrctt. 

*  And,  Itt  mt;  add,  th-it  the 
'  which  arc-  p'M  to  a  dtc:afed 
'  wit   hive   f  nothing   in    Ihn 

*  <;':r:c:0U5>  ar.d  dil'.ntcrtl^.ed   th 

*  fiouN  beft.-v'od  on  flavifli  term 

*  the  p»  ice  of  continual  panegy: 

*  W'  c  have  a  irrj  great  fact  yic 

*  who  njay  hoaft  of  one  ploj  y  1 

*  no  menditr  of  Uw  French  acad 

*  pre  vend  ;  viz.    that  he  never 

*  ::n\  man  in  pntiver;  but  has  1 
'  immortal  praiffs  upon  ^^<T/2rwl 

*  fi-ar  of  otfending  men  in  pt 

*  they  had  lived   in  Fnir,ce   ui 
'  timn   cVtcwtiv^'aLV^tts,  wo  y: 
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LETTER    XXIX. 


SELIM,  TO  MXRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


rxnM  Lcyiwsri 


T  HER  E  is  a  CbriJIUn <!oclor,  who 
8t  my  AriV  arrival  here  u>oic  the 
trouble  to  vifit  mc  vfry  often,  with  no 
other  Yiew,  as  I  could  find,  but  merely 
to  in:ike  a  Ckriflitm  of  mc)  in  which 
d..-fifrn  he  has  hccr  finj^le  hi^henA,  f'uch 
a  yeal  being  \try  much  out  of  fiJhion. 

But,  what  is  moft  extraordinary,  I 
was  fc>ld  the  other  day,  that  his  pi-ttt>r- 
mntin  ski  church  had  been  Xzxciy floffeJ 
nt  the  inAance  of  the  mufii  ofihu  njy^ 
oil  a  fuppofition  of  his  being  turneil  M.i- 
hometan,  and  tht-it  :dl  thepix)uf  brought 
ngamft  him  was  the  commerce  he  former- 
ly had  with  me. 

When  I  heard  this,  I  waittd  on  the 
muflu  And  otTered  to  teitify  that  the 
do£lorwas  a  Chriitian,  as  far  as  I  could 
fuJ^e  by  all  I  faw  «f  him,  during  the 


time  of  our  acquaintance:  bu(  he/efnicd 
to  admit  my  teiVunony  in  this  cafi;,  U- 
caufe,  a»  he  f^id,  I  was  myiirif  a  mifii" 
iieveri  and  imlfled  on  the  doAor's  Ivp- 
pofcd  afoflacjfj  as  an  luidoubted  i^, 
which/ffofAfi/hirn  be  vend  incafuir. 
«  If  he  is  a  hU^ultiuM;'  faid  I,  *  he 

*  mult  be  circumcifcJ:  iKci-e  is  a  ^*i/Jfii 

*  murk  nf  orLhodoxy  in  our  religion; 
'  but  I  /houid  be  glad  to  know  whit  is 

*  the  *vifit4e  mark  of  yours.     If  it  be 

*  MeekmjSj  or  ckaritjfy  or  ju/licct  or 
«  tumpirance^oT  pietjt  all  thefc  are  moft 
'  coHj'picuLUs  in  the  do^lor:  but  I  hA 

*  that  none  of  th^fe  can  prove  him  to 

*  be  a  Chrijiian,     U^ai^  therefore,  ii 

*  the  chturaiterifiick  of  his  aicafint 

*  And  kQ<w  do  they/r«vr  thejnlclvei  to 

*  baCbriJUM^"?' 


LETTER    XXX. 


SELIM,   TO    MIRZA   AT    ISPAHAN. 


PROM  LOW  PCX. 


THE  principles  and  pra61ice  of  to- 
leration prevail  very  ftron^ly  in 
tliis  country:  1  mvfclf  have  felt  the  tf- 
i\^H  of  it  viry  nnich  to  my  advantage. 
The  iKtrcr  fort  of  people  ure  no  more  of- 
fendeil  at  the  (liiTi  rence  ot  iny  faith  from 
theirs,  than  at  the  diflcrcnce  of  mv  drefs: 
the  mob,  indeed,  fc  m  furprirc(l  at  nu* 
for  both,  and  cinnot  r-MTiprehcnd  how 
it  is  poMihlo  to  rriike  fu'-h  mirtjkcs,  but 
ibty  r.uher  contemn  than  hate  mc  for 
them;  and  I  haw  yet  been affrontetl  by 
nobody  b'U  a  drunken  prieft,  who  dc- 
nonrra!  t';imnit'on  ag^ind  me,  for  rc- 
fiifm^  to  plfcijTP  him,  to  the  profperity 
ef  ihi  Church  nf  England ,  in  a  liquor 
forbl  Hen  \y  oi.r  law. 

Thish.is  rrt  alwnys  b«n  the  temper 


of  the  Englilh.  They  have  formerly 
waged  war  againft  Mahometans,  orlv 
beciuilc  rhcy  were  Jbj  they  ha\e  kindliJ 
fires  againii  hereticks,  though  what waii 
h(  rcfy  in  one  age  has  been  orthoi'ozT  in 
another;  nay,  they  have  involved  tW 
country'  In  all  the  mifcrics  of  civil  dil- 
cord,  uj)on  points  of  no  greater  moment 
than  whethtr  a  t:ible  ought  to  be  p!ac«l 
in  rhe  middle  of  the  church,  or  at  oae 
end  of  it. 

I  inuft  own  to  thee,  Mir?!,  there  is 
nothing  I  .^bhor  fo  nmch  as  perfecution: 
it  fccms  to  me  no  lefs  ridiculous  in  it's 
principles  than  dn^lful  in  it's  cffefis. 
One  would  think,  that  the  greit  diveriitjr 
of  opinl-jus  :'.uiong  mankind  ihould  in- 
cline men  a  little  to  fufpcfl  that  tktir 


•  It  is  fupp'-r-nJ  th;s  l^ttpf  alludrs  to  the  objeflion*  made  to  the  pmmpt'on  of  the  \mt 
I)  ^(\<tT  Runc'.c.  [L)r.  Thrmas  Run-He,  prebendary  t%f  I)urfi;im,  and  dtrhdeacon  of  Wiiri 
bi  inz  rremm-nJed  to  ihr  kipg  by  I-^rd  Chaneellor  Tjibor,  to  wlioni  he  was  chaplaKi 
tor  tie  biihr.,iric<  t,\  Olo  iri^er,  r,n  tiic  death  of  Bifhoi^  SvdjH,  h^  appointment  wss  fhvm- 
v.f^y  oppof'.- 1  h;  n>i>t:>r  CfiSirn,  fmm  a  notinn  ot'  the  doctor's  being  a  dcHV.  In  confeqvnct 
tf  iisii  opp9fit:'>:i,  thr  hf^rA  Cb^nccllor  W34  jt  lengrS  iiiduecd  to  withdnw  h^  reconmenda- 
t  Ml  \  Cr.  Y,zMi\  ivjs  promoted  to  the  ):n^\\(k  bifh'.prick,  and  Dr.  Asmlk  to  the  biflup- 
Tizk  0*  Dciry  in  IiClaui«    He  d\cd  A^iil  14^  i7Ai*l 
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nay  poflibly  be  wrong,  cipecially 
putes  not  very  eflfcntiulj  but  to 
!  all  others  with  rage  and  ri^ienccj 
1  of  pity  or  perfuanoni  it  fuch  a 
of  pndc  aiid  folly  as  can  fcarce  be 
ited  for  from  enthufialiD  itfelf.  I 
lead  in  a  Spaniih  author  of  a  cer- 
ladman  who  rambled  about  Spain 
word  and  lance  j  and  whomioever 
t  with  in  his  way,  he  required  to 
wlcdge  and  beKevCf  that  his  mif- 
^ulcinea  del  Tobofo  was  the  hand- 
woman  in  the  world.  It  was  in 
or  the  other  to  reply,  that  he  had 
awledge  at  all  of  Dulcinea,  or  had 
:icular  fancy  to  another  woman; 
adman  maoe  no  allowances  for 
nee  or  prejudice,  but  inliantly 
ed  him  down,  and  never  left  beat- 
m  till  he  promifed  to  maintain  the 
lions  of  the  laid  lady  above  all 
'als.  Such  has  bctn  the  conduft 
iy  pricfts  and  piiell-rid  princes  in 
;ating  their  J)nri1ual  inclinations  s 
ad  his  feveral  Dulclnea,  and  re- 
that  every  body  fhould  admire 
much  ns  himfelf ;  bin  as  this  was 
fily  brou-rht  about,  the  contro- 
vas  dctcnnined  by  force  of  arms: 
lough  it  happened  that  all  admired 
ae,  they  would  even  quarrel  about 
(hkin  of  her  cJoaths,  and  moft 
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bloody  battles  have  been  fought  to  de- 
cide which  colour  became  her  beft. 
Alasi  Minal  how  abfurd  is  all  thisl 
The  beauty  of  true  religion  is  fufficiently 
(hewn,  by  it's  proper  luftre;  It  needs  no 
knight-enant  to  combat  for  it;  nor  is 
any  thing  fo  contrary  to  the  nature  of 
a^^tbm  as  conftraint.  -  Whoever  is 
compelled  to  profiefs  a  faith  without  con- 
▼iftion,  though  it  was  but  indiflSerent 
to  him  before,  mult  grow  to  think  it 
odiods;  as  men  who  are  forced  to  many 
where  they  do  not  appnive,  ibon  change 
diAike  into  averfion.  I  will  end  dus 
fubje£l  with  putting  thee  in  mind  of  a 
ceremony  which  is  celebrated  once  a 
year  by  the  common  people  of  Pcrfia, 
in  honour  of  our  prophet  Ali.  There 
are  two  bulls  brought  forth  before  the 
crowd,  the  ftrongett  of  which  it  called 
Ali,  and  the  w»ker  Omar:  they  are 
made  to  fight,  and  as  Ali  is  very  furc 
to  get  the  better,  the  Ibe^bitors  go  away 
hi|;hly  (atisiied  with  this  happy  decifion 
ot  the  difpute  between  us  and  the  here* 
tical  Turks. 

Juft  in  this  light  I  regard  all  religious 
wars.  Whether  tlie  combatants  are 
two  bulls  or  two  biihop^,  the  cafe  is 
exa6>Iy  the  lame,  and  die  detcrmixisition 
juft  as  abfurd. 


LETTER    XXXI. 

S£LIM,   TO  MXRZA  AT  XSPAHAK. 


I  ERE  is  nothing  more  aftonifh- 
ng  to  a  MufTubnan  than  many 
ihrs  relating  to  the  (late  of  matrl- 
as  it  Is  managed  in  Europe:  our 
c  cf  it  is  lb  totally  (iiffl'rcnt,  that 
I  harrily  think  it  ]>onihlc  for  men 
•rfuftlr  fuch  things  ns  happen  here 

following  ftory,  which  was  given 
a  true  one,  will  let  this  in  a  very 
;ht :  I  wifti  thou  maycll  find  it  as 
ining  ab  I  am  furc  thou  ^ilt  find 

:he  reign  of  Charles  the  Firft^ 
of  England,  lived  two  gtntle- 
whofc  true  names  I  will  conceal 
the  feigned  ones  of  Acafto  and 
ius.  They  were  neighbours, 
(ates  lay  together,  and  they  had 
dfhip  for  each  other,  whicn  had 
up  from  their  carlieft  youth, 
do  had  an  only  ion,  whom  wc  will 


FROM  10IID0K« 

cnll  Polydorc;  and  Scptimius  an  only 
d  lughter,  namedEmilia  •  Though  thi-  boy 
wag  but  fourteen  years  old,  and  the  girl 
but  tw.-lve,  the  parents  were  lb  defiruus 
of  contra^ing  an  alliance  betwi-.-n  their 
families,  aud  of  uniting  the  two  bonder- 
ing  elhtcs,  that  the)*  married  them  be- 
fore either  was  of  ai^e  to  confummate  the 
marriage,  or  even  to  underftand  the  na- 
tvirc  of  their  contrafV.  As  fcon  h\  the 
ccrtmony  was  performed,  they  fcnt  tlic 
young  ^,wnt!(.inan  abroad,  to  finifh  his 
educ.it  ion. 

After  four  years,  which  he  had  (pent 
in  France  and  Italv,  he  was  recalled  by 
the  news  of  his  father's  death,  which 
made  it  neceflaiy  for  him  to  return  to 
£n£:land. 

Emilia,  who  was  now  about  fixtccny 
began  to  think  he  had  been  ablent  long 
enough,  and  received  him  with  a  great 
deal  of  CatisCii^l\tis\.    ^VcVa&.V«^\  ^ 
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fioe  chanAcr  of  him  from  thole  who 
knew  him  in  his  travels;  and  when  ihe 
faw  him,  his  perfon  was  fo  improved* 
that  (he  thoui[nt  herfelf  the  happieft  of 
Vfomtn  in  being  his  wife. 

But  his  fentiments  for  her  were  very 
diffitrent. 

There  was  in  his  temper  a  ipirit  of 
contradiflion,  which  conid  not  Dear  to 
have  a  wife  impoltd  upon  him.     He 
complainedy  that  his  father  had  taken 
advantage  of  his  tender  age,  to  draw 
him  into  an  eneagement  in  which  .  his 
judgment  could  poflihly  have  no  part. 
He  confeffcd  that  he  had  no  ohic^ions 
to  the  perfon  or  charafler  of  Emilia;  hut 
infiftcd  on  a  lihcrty  of  choice,  and  de- 
clared that  he  looked  upoii  his  marriage 
to  be  jfbrced  and  null.   In  /hort,  he  ab- 
folutely  rcfufed  to  confummatc,  in  fpite 
of  an  the  endeavours  of  their  friends, 
and  the  conjugal  afTefllon  of  th^  poor 
young  ladyt  who   did  her  utmoA  to 
\'anqui(h  his  averfion.  When  flie  found 
that  all  her  kindnefs  was  thrown  away, 
the  natural  nride  of  her  fex  made  her^ 
defire  to  be  leparated  from  him,  and  flie ' 
joined  with  him  in  a  petition  for  a  di- 
vorce.   The  firft  parliament  of  the  year 
forty  was  then  ntting:  the  affair  was 
brought  before  them,  and  it  was  believ- 
ed that  a  divorce  would  have  eafily  l)ecn 
obtained  at  their  mutual  demand.    But 
the  biOtops  oppoled  it  with  grent  vio- 
lence, as  a  breach  of  the  law  of  God, 
which  they  faid  would  admit  of  no  di- 
voixc,  but  in  caies  of  adultery.    They 
were  anfwered,  that  the  marriage  was 
not  compUat;  and  that  the  ceremonious 
part,  .vhich  was  all  that  had  pafled  be- 
tween them,  mi^ht  as  properly  be  dif- 
penfcd  with  liy  the  lc,;iflature,  as  any 
other  f  j'*in  of  l-iw :    that  the  young 
gentleman's  averfion  was  iftvincihUf  and 
inconfillcntwith  the  obligation  laid  upon 
him;  that  therefore  it  would  not  well 
become  the  fathers  of  tlic  church  to  put 
him  under  a  manifeft  temptation  of  com- 
mitting adultery;  and  that  nothing  could 
be  imagined  more  unjiift,  than  to  con- 
demn the  lady  to  pcrpetnal  virginity, 
under  the  notion  of  a  marriage,  which, 
it  was  plain,  was  a  mere  iilunon.  Thcfe 
arguments  fccnied  convtncmg  to  all  the 
wi^rld  except  the  bifhcps;  but  ihcy  pcr- 
fiflcd  in  theii'  ufual  unanimity ^  and  were 
£>  powerful  by  the  finfour  of  the  ceart, 
that  thty  canied  thdr  point  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords;  aii:lthe  unKrtun?.te  Polydore 
and  £jnilia  were  derlarcid  to  be  one  jUjb, 


though  no  union  had  erer  been  Ictmui 
them,  tidier  in  body  or  in  mind.  Tfae 
hn(haod  inimediateiy  paid  back  fail inft\ 
portion  to  her  rather;  and  firmlv  rdblr- 
cd  that  from  that  time  ibrwardf  hewoBH 
never  fee  her  more.  His  natnnl  cMi- 
nacy  was  irritated  by  the  conftnint  tint 
wat  pot  upon  him;  and  he  tookapridi 
tp  fliew  the  worid  that  diere  wis  no 
power,  ecclefiaftical  or  civil,  which  mdj 
oblige  him  to  aft  like  a  mairied  mu 
againft  his  inclination .  The  poor  M 
retired  to  a  feat  of  her  fathers  m  tk 
country,  and  endeavoured,  fiy  lon|;  ab- 
fence  m>m  her  hnihand,  to  foiretthat  k 
had  ever  pleafed  or  offended  her.  Tiw 
years  afterwards  the  civil  war  brokeoat 
bet^-eeiv  die  king  and  parlianlent.  Vt- 
lydore  was  fo  enra^  againft  the  bifliOK 
for  ohftnifljiig  hisdivorce,  that itdr- 
terminedhin^  £  the  chuiing  of  ht9pu^, 
and  made  hiin  take-up  arms  ae^hft  rae 
king.  Seplimius,  the  father  c^Eiiiifia, 
was  as  zealous  a  royali^,  to  winch  his 
hatred  of  Polydore.coniribtited  as  nradi 
as  any  thing;  for  it  was"  hardly  pdlfi^ie 
that  two  fuch  bitter  enemies  /houH  be  of 
the  fame  fide.  In  the  conrfe  ofthe^Wi 
the  king  being  worfted,  the  eftates  of 
many  of  his  party  were  cotififcated;  and 
Scptimins  having  been  one  of  the  mntl 
aftive,  was  alfo  one  of  thofe  that  fuSerl 
moft.  He  v/as  compelled  to  retire  in:-^ 
France  with  what  he  could  fave  cut  cf 
the  wiieck  of  his  eihite;  and  carried  with 
him  his  daughter,  who  was  quite  aban- 
doned by  herhufband  and  his  hxn\\): 

In  the  mean  while,  the  army  of  tfc? 
parliament  began  to  form  itfelf  into  dif- 
ferent fa^ions,  Cromwell,  at  the  head 
of  the  Indejiendents,  acquired  by  dt^ 
grees  fuch  an  influence,  that  the  Pfeibr* 
terians  were  no  longer  a  match  for  him ; 
Polydore,  who  was  devoted  to  that  left, 
threw  up  his  commifTion  in  difcontcrti 
and,  happily  for  his  reputation,  had  ro 
(hare  in  thofcviolent  proceedings,  which 
ended  in  the  deftruaion  of  the  Kin{^* 
and  the  ancient  conllitution. 

He  continued  Quite  unaf^ive  for  fome 
years;  but  at  lalt  growing  weary  of  a 
life  that  agreed  lb  ill  with  his  vivacity, 
he  determined  to  go  and  ferve  in  the  Low 
Countries  under  the  great  Prince  of 
Cond^,  who,  in  the  year  1654,  ccra- 
mandcd  the  anr.ies  of  Spain  againft  his 
country.  Twc»  rcafons  inclined  Poly- 
dore to  this  pa:ty 5  firft,  the  defire  he  hii 
to  learn  his  trade  under  a  general  of  to 
^cax  Y«^\aiC^T.-^  ^^^^qcA'&dlr^  becavfi; 
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^iUjance  widi  that  priQce,  tboi^  ipoft 
.  j0CtabIe.«o  the  interefts.pf  En^Uiidi 
fSpM  £imnd  ..hu^hiiefi  cmploiwain be- 

jiillinr  i1limi_  ami'  was  Kcelwd-by  him 
jtetk  ^i|^  marks  pf 'efteem.  ^  Pur- 
Jhv  <b<r/&8c  he  often  lignallaedluft  cou- 
•^agm^  lupported  thcdptnioin  dnt  ^"'m 
v4Epceada)l;9Ver  Europe  cl  the  valour  of 
^AcLMciiiiiaent  officers.  But  the  Mar- 
JhainPitteBiief  virith  La  Fert^  and  Ho- 
.jqiiiMoun*  having  attacked  the  bcfi^gers 
1  ia^c  lines,  relieved  Arras*  aodM^ould 
t  hm  deftroved  the  Spaniih  armr  if  the 

Prince  of  Gondc  had  not  faved  it  by  a 
t  ftcnat,  which  was  one  of  the  greateft 
-^wHs^  of  his  life.  In  this  battle,  Poly- 

dbie  was  taken  prilbner,  md  ient  to 
.  jhiia  writh  many  other  SpanUh  oAcers, 
-  .to  oontMiue  there  till  they  flioald  beran- 
.  Ibmed  or  extibangedi  ^  In  tfaajoUmcv, 
I  te  contradipd  a  great  Intimacy  with  the 
•.  .Count  d^A^ilar*  brigadier  under  the 

Count  de  Fuenlaldagna,  and  one  of  the 
.  Stk  gentlemen  in  Spain.    As  they  tra- 

veUed  together  feveral  days,  they  Verv 

liaturaUy  acquainted  cfne  another  with 
.  the  principal  incidents  of  their  lives. 

Polydoce  related  to  A^ilar  tjie  whole 
•  itorrof  his  marriage  with  Emilia,  and 

drcfaimfd  with  great  heat  againft  the 
.  foUy  of  tying  two  people  thus  together, 

who  wilhed  nothing  (b  much  as  to  be  looie. 

*  No  doubt/  &d  tlie  count,  *  it  is 
'  nioft  abfurd:  but,  to  fay  the  truth,  I 
'  find  hothing  very  reaibnable  in  the 

*  whole  iiffair  of  marriage  as  we  have 

*  made  iti    I  do  not  know  what  it  may 

*  be  to  other  meni  but  to  me  it  fecms 

*  horribly  unnatural  to  be  confined  to 

*  any  finale  woman,  let  her  be  ever  fo 
'  agreeable/ 

*  If  I  liad  €b§fen  a  woman  Jruly^ 
anfwered  Polydorc,  *  I  could  be  always 
'  conftant  tu  her  with  pleaftue;  but  to 
'  have  a  companion  ^cr  Ufi  forced  ujyon 

*  me,  I  had  rather  row  in  the  gallies 

*  than  fubmit  to  it." 

*  You  are  miilaken,  nlydearPoly- 
•    *  dore,*   rtpiied  the  count,  *  in  fancy- 

'  ing  it  fo  cafy  to  be  conftant  even  to  a 
'  wife  of  one's  own  cbufing.  I  have  had 
'  fome  expcrienre  of  that  kind,   and 

*  know  that  the  firll  choice  is  only  good 

*  till  we  huve  mide  a  fccond. 

*  To  pijvc  this  to  youy  I  tited  only 
'  give  you  tlie  hiilory  of  my  amours;. 

*  That  you  mny  notiiiink  I  am* telling 

*  you  a  romaocei  I  will  begin,  where 
'  raaiBaccralwtytendf  with  th<  artiek 


*  of  mj  matriage.      t  ^  nianied  at 

<  four  and  twenty  to  a  *lail/^''whbm  I 
^  chofefor  her.  beauty  and  goal  lenfe^ 
'  witHoiit  tftfubling  myiUf  acMot  her 
/.  fortune,  which  was  but  imsdir  ^Tha 

*  threeorfour  firft  yieanthat  wieKved 
./  togedier,  wa$  thehttoieft  period  of 

<  mv life i  Iprd&riredal)^  ardcinr  of 

*  a  lover,  with  the  freedom  and  tender- 
'  Defsof.ahuibaiid^  ShebvedinefUll 
'■  more  fondly  than  I  did  her  j 'and  if  I 
'  hadnotlefthertlll'flienvemeocca- 
'  (ion,  I  believe  I  flunUd  have  bcoll 
'  conftant  to  this  day.  But,  I  was  not 
'  able  to  hold  out  any  longer:  all  her 

*  charms  were  become  lb  fanuliartoi  me, 
'  that  they  could  not  makethe  leaft  un* 

*  nreflion;  and  I  went  rq^ularly  to  bar 

*  hedf  as  I  did  tofupper„wjth  tn  appe- 
^  tite  quite  palled  bv, too  much  plenty. 
«  In  this  dull  way  I  drudged  on  for  a 

*  tedious  twelvemonth,  ttU  the  fl^t  of 

*  a  relation  of  my  wLfe*s,  who  came 

*  opportunely  to  lodge  in  mvQwnhoufe^ 

*  rouxed  me  out  of  my  letnargv.  She 
'  was  a  beautiful  creature  of  eighteen^ 
'  juft  taken  out  of  k  convent  to  1^  nuu**^ 
'  ried.  She  knew  nothineof  thtf  ih>rld^ 
'  but  had  a  natural  quic&tfs  thai  went 

*  faxtlier.  than  experience^    However^ 

*  as  there  was  foroething  a  little  auk- 

*  ward  in  her  exterior  carriagei  the 
'  Countefa  d'A^ilar  thought  it  propet 
'  to  keep  her  with  her  for  fome  tiase  be- 

*  fore  heir  niarriage,  till  flie  had  infhu£t- 

*  ed  her  how  to  behave  herfelfin/jfiUiri* 

<  I .  thought  my  inftftiAions  might  be 
'  of  ufe  to  her  as  well  as  my  wife^,  to 
^  teach  lier  how  to  behlve  herfelf  in 

*  frivatti  ^^^  ^^  the  good  fortune  to 
'  make  them  mote  agreeable. 

'  She  liked  UK  better  and  better  everr 

*  lefibn;  anil  in  dtoportion  as  her  |»u 
^  fion  cUcrea&d  tor  Ine,  Aie  conceived  a 
'  fbronger  avcrfion  for  the  man  whovras 

*  defigned  to  be  her  hufband ;  and  in- 
'  deed  fhc  liad  no  great  reafon  to  be 
'  fond  of  Iiitn,  for  he  was  a  pecviih, 
'  ftiipid,  bieotted  okl  fellow,  who  did 

*  nothing  oay  or  night  but  pray  and 
'  fcold.    Her  friends  preflbd  the  .con- 

*  chiAon  of  her  inarriage,  and,  as  un« 
'  willing  as  fhe  was  to  come  into  it,  flic 
'  could  not  refift  their  importunities. 
'  Yet,  to  crnnfort  me,  ihe  very  fairly  let 

<  ^  know'>  that  ihe  would  give  her 
'  vicffinity  toxiic  in  fpite  of  all  their 
«  teeth;  and  taoreover,  that  I  ihovid 
'  Kav<|  it  on  tlie  iveddimg  nigbi*    I  re- 
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*  her  performing  y«rA  a  promife  ^Xfueh 

*  a  timc)  but  (he  bid  me  truft  to  her 

*  managemcnti  and  I  Ihould  be  fatif- 

« iica. 

*  The  wedding  night  came;  and  when 

*  the  company  was  retired,  the  bridc- 
'  croom  Ti'as  furprized  to  fee  the  bride 

*  diflblved  in  tears.  He  begged  to  know 

*  the  caufe  of  her  afflinion;  but  (he 

*  would  not  tell  him>  except  he  fworc 

*  that,  when  he  knew  it,  he  would  do  his 

*  utmoft  to  remove  h,' 

*  The  poor  man,  in  the  vehemence  of 
'  his  love,  alfurvd  her  that  he  would  do 

*  any  thing  to  make  her  eafy,  that  was 

*  not  contrary  to  the  honour  of  a  cava- 
'  liifj  or  f^t  injunStioms  rf  our  holy  mo- 

*  tbir  cbureh, 

"  No,"  faid  flie;  "  the  thing  I  re- 
"  quire  of  you  will  reconmierid  youex- 
**  tremely  to  the  cburcbj  as  it  is  only  to 
**  give  me  leave  to  accomplifli  a  vow  I 
"  made  to  the  Blcffcd  Virgin,  in  a  fit 
'*  of  fickneft,  when  my  life  was  in  great 
"  danger." 

"  I&aven  forbid,  my  prttty  child," 

*  replied  the  Don, "  that  I  (hould  hinder 
«'  you  from  performing  a  facrcd  vow, 
**  to  the  hazard  of  yowr  foul !" 

"  Well  then,;'  (aidlhe,  "Iwilfown 
**  to  you  that,  in  my  fright,  I  vowed, 
"  that  if  I  could  but  «t  well  agriin,  and 
"  live  to  be  married,  I  would  confecnite 
"  my  wedding  night  to  the  Bleflfed  Vir- 
"  gin,  by  pafTmg  it  in  the  bed  of  my 
"  waiting- woman  the  virtuous  Ifabella. 
•*  And  this  i«ry  morning,  while  I  flcpt, 
•*  our  Lady  appeared  tome  in  a  dream, 
**  and  threatcnctl  me  with  another  fit 
**  of  ficknsfs  if  I  did  not  keep  my 
"  word." 

"  If  it  be  U^,"'  rqilicd  the  hulbnnd, 
*•  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  I'irgin  mull 
•*  hi'Jl'rvfJ  bcfonr  w^;  and  fo,  my  dear, 
"  1  v.'iili  you  a  good  night." 

*  Now  von  mtift  know,  that  tlievir- 

*  tuons  Iflibolhi  was  tniftcd  with  all  the 

*  fccrcis  of  her  mil^rct's,  anil  hud  gon« 

*  between  us  through  the  whole  courle 
'  of  our  amour. 

■       *  Ace  ordingly.  Madam  went  to  bed  to 

*  her  waiting-woman,  who  had  taken 

*  caiT  to  inform  mc  of  this  c^ciijjn,  and 

*  concealed  me  in  a  cloftt  within   her 

*  rhambcr;  from   whence,  as  loon  as 

*  tvcry  body  was  aflecp,  I  was  admitted 

*  t*>  the  pb.cj  of  Ifabclla,  and  received 

*  the  full  acquittance  of  a  promile  1 

*  Utile  expelled  to  fcc  performed. 

*  The  lingulanty  of  l4ns  adventure  fo 


'  ddighted  ir.e,dtat  I  conld  iiothe!p,h 
'  the  vanitv  of  my  hearty  difawermgit 
<  totheDukederlnfaatada,  die  mft 

*  intimate  of  my  fnends.     He  was  very 

*  thankful  for  the  confidence  I  nfM 

*  in  him;  and,  to  reward  me  for  it*  be- 
'  tiaved  it  inftantly  to  my  wife,  wfaon, 
'  it  feems,  he  had  long  made  Ion  to 
'  without  fuccefs.  As^faetKoiKhtifcit 
'  the  greated  obftade  to  hit  defies  vu 

*  her  fondnefs  for  me,  he  hoped  to  n- 
'  move  it  by  convincing  hcror  ny  faUe- 

*  nefs;  but  though  the  ne«irt  of 'it  M 
'  like  to  have  broke  her  beart^  it  was 

*  not  able  to  changre  it. 

«  She  reproached  me  in  a  manner  tfaaii 
'  made  my  fault  appear  mudi  nxse  ia- 

*  excuAbJe.  "  I  might  corophis,'* 
'  faid  fhe,  '''of  the  affront  you  haveikne 
''  my  honour  in  debauchinjr  my  relatioo i 
''  but,  alas!  T  am  only  ienm>le'to  theii. 
**  jury  you  have  done  my  love.  You 
**  are  grown  weary  of  mej  and  I  km 
*'  it  is  impoifible  to  ic^n  yoiur  heatt, 
"  ii nee  the  finirls  realoiT  of  yoordif- 
**  like  mull  tfiH  continue,  which  iif 
'^  that  1  am  yonrwife.  ^if  anypaitof 
"  my  behnvionr  had  offended  yon,  I 
"  might  have  changed  it  tm  your  fatif- 
"  faction;  but  this  is  a  fault  which,  ia 
"  fpiteof  all  my  care,  vHlfgrowworie 
**  every  day."    I  endeavoured  to  pi- 

*  cify  her  by  affurances  of  my  fiituir 
'  fidelity;  arid,  really,  I  was  fo'affefbd 
'  by  ber  behaviour,    that    I  ferioufly 

*  meant  to  keep  my  woniU  But  our  in  - 
«  clinations  are  very  little  in  onr power: 

*  my  refolution  foon  yielded  to  th; 
'  charms  of  the  Counted  Altamira,  one 

*  of  the  handfomeft  women  about  the 

*  court,  but  ilie  vaineft,  the  moft  inte- 

*  reflcd,  and  the  iuol(  abandoned.    She 

*  made  it  a  point  of  honour  to  fcfluce 

*  me,  out  of  a  defur:  to  mortify  mv  wife, 

*  with  wliom  fhe  had  quarrellecl  upon 
'  fomc  female  coinjietitionof  pracedency 

*  ordrcis. 

<  Her  avarice  was  equal  to  her  pride, 
'  and  fhe  made  me  "pay  dearly  for  her 

*  favours,  thongli  her  huiband  wis  one 
'  of  the  richelt  men  in  Spain.  I  hardly 
■  ever  wrnt  to  her  without  a  prefentof 
'  ibmc  kiud  or  other;  and  my  fSutune 

*  began  to  liifler  by  my  expenee:  yet  I 

*  was  lb  bewitched' to  her,  that,  though 
'  I  heartily  dcfpifcd  her,  I  could  not 

*  hrlp  loving  her  to  nndnefa. 

-  *  One  clay,  when  I  came  to  fee  hff 
^  ^Uct  -aiv  dSci^de^M  %bal  Hack  raifed  my 
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^  ed  me  with  a  (uUcnnHk  and-ill-hn- 

*  mirar  diat  tortured  me  beyond  expreT- 

*  fion.  I  conjurvd  her  to  3cc{uaint  ine 
"  with  the  cauie  of  it;  and  (he  told  mc, 

*  dttt  the  iaft  time  (he  was  at  courts  ihe 

*  had  icen  the  Countefs  tV  Agiiihr  with 
'  a  diamond-ncckbce  on,-  which  i  had 

*  giTen  her  the  day  before:  thaf  my 

*  makihg  iltch  prefents  to  another-wo- 

*  van,  in  the  itiidft  of  our  intrigue,  was 

*  an  infiilt  (he  vras  determined  not  to 

*  bear;  and  that,  Ance  I  was  grown  fo 

*  fond  a  hu(band»  (he  could  not  but 
^  make  a  confcience  of  diAurbing  our 

*  conjugal  fellcityi 

*'-I  odered  her  any  fatinfaflion  (he 

*  would  a(k;  and  the  malicious  devil 
'  had  the  impndenoe  to  tell  me,  that  no- 

*  dung  could  fadsfy  her,  but  my  taking 
<  away  that  necklace   from  my  wife, 

*  aaid  giving  it  her.     I  entreated  her  to 

*  accept  of  another  of  twice  it's  value; 

*  but  (he  rrplied,  that  her  honour  was 

*  concemed ;  and  in  (hort  (he  would  have 

*  that,  and  that  alone.  Overcame  with 
'  her  importunities,  I  went  home,  and 

*  ifaile  it  for  her;  but  made  her  proinile 
'  me  iblcmnly  to  be  ^try  cautious  that 
'  my  wife  (hould  never  fee  it  in  her  pol- 

<  feflion. 

<  About  three  days  after,  word  was 

*  brought  me,  that  the  Countefs  d'A- 

*  guilar  had  fainted  away  in  the  anti- 

*  chamber  of  the  queen,  and  was  gone 
'  home  in  ^rcat  diiorder  to  her  mother's 
'  the  Countefs  of  Pacheco. 

*  I  went  immediately  thither  in  fuch 

*  a  fright,  as  convinced  \n(*  I  lovcil  her 

<  better  than  I  thought  I  did :  but  ima- 

*  ginc  my  confufion,  when  (lie  inform- 
«  cd  me,  that  (he  had  fainted  at  the  fight 
'  of  hci  own  diamonds  on  the  neck  of 
'  the  Countefs  Altamirat      She  added, 

*  that  it  was  no  myltcry  to  htr,  nor  to 

*  any  Ixidy  elfe,  how  that  Isdv  came  by 

*  them ;  ami  that,  to  fave  her Ji  ff  the  n>oi  - 
'  tification  of  any  more  luch  pubhck 

*  aflfrontf,  flic  would  no  longer  live  wi:li " 

*  me  as  my  wife,  but  leave  me  at  full 
'  liberty  to  plcafe  myfelf,  as  my  liccnti- 

*  OU-.  in(.linition  (hould  diiX'tTt. 

<  I  uftrd  my  utmoft  eloquence  to  pre- 

*  vuil  on  her  to  come  home  to  me  9<r^iii ; 

*  but  (lie  remained  inflexible,  and  laid 

<  no  more  to  all  my  urotHhtions,  hut 

*  that  if  her  paft  con(Su6l  had  isot  bcLii 
'  able  to  fix  my  heart,  (he  defpaircd  of 

*  doing  it  for  the  future. 

*  After  living  without  her  halfo  y^nr, 

*  J  W4^  cril$ii;d  tom/r^^imcntin  FUn- 


*  ders,  and  was  very  elad  of  an  occa* 

*  fion  to  leave  Madrid,  where  the  re- 
'  gret  of  her  feparation  was  luch  a  pain 

*  to  me,  that  it  entirely  funk  my  fpi- 
'  rits.  Since  my  arrival  m  the  army, 
'  I  havewrittonerthreeorfoorlettcrs» 

*  but  (he  difdained  to  make  me  anv  an- 

*  fwer;  and  I  havfc  reafon  to  believe^ 
■  that  her  high  f^irit  haft  by  this  time 

*  got  the  better  ot -her  love.  <  -v 

*  For  my  part,  I  endeavour  to  amnfe 

*  mylelf  the  bc(l  I  can  with  otherwo- 

*  men:  and  I  defire,  mv  dear  Polydbre* 
'  that  wc  may  be  always  reciprocal 

*  confidants  ot  every  mtrtgae  that  we 

*  engage  in  during  our  (fcay  in  France.* 

Polvdore  thanked  hint,  and  allured 
him  that,  on  his  part,  he  (boidd  meet 
with  no  rdtM-ve.  When  they  oame  to 
Paris,  his  firft  care  was  to  enquire 
what  was  become  of  Septimiua.  and 
Emilia,  whom  he  had  heaixl  no  account 
of  for  many  years.  He  was  inforraed, 
that  Septimius  was  dead,  and  his  dauerh- 
tcr  gone  from  Paris.  His  cnriofity 
made  him  wiSte  to  his  fricndt'  in  Eng;- 
land,  to  a(k  if  (he  was  then?.  IVy 
anfwei'cd  him,  tliat  every  body- believed 
(lie  was  dead  in  France,  having  receiv- 
ed no  news  of  her  a  s^at  while.  Po- 
lydofe  was  mightllv  plenled  with  this 
account,  and  fp.ncit<i  himfelf  vA^  happy 
in  being  a  witlovvcr,  though  he  nadi 
given  hrmielf  no  trouble  to  lupport  the 
chara£lerof  a  hu(b:ind.  7*he  two  friends 
had  not  refided  Ion?  at  Paris  l>efore  they 
were  cxchans^ed  for  fomc*  French  officei  9 
who  were  taken  prih>ners  by  the  Prince 
of  Conde.  They  returned  to  the  army; 
but  tiie  ieafon  not  permitting  them  to 
com*:  to  any  aftion,  thfv  agreed  to  pais 
the  winter  al  Hrutleis,  in  the  court  of 
the  archdu  k'p.  They  had  not  been  there 
above  a  month,  bctovj  Aguilar  ac- 
quainted his  Knvlifh  friend  ihat  he  had 
bp|T\jn  an  int:ip»-i!-  with  a  French  lady, 
who  livtd  in  a  vcrj'  retired  manner, 
v.-hichlie  bcli^'wcl  vvasowinfr  to  her  cir- 
cumibnct'ft;  that  he  had  L'L-n  her  two 
or  tha-c  times,  by  incHn^  of  a  wo- 
man nt  whoi;:  houic  (he  lods^ed,  whofe 
good  offices  hr  had  feairai  by  a  hand- 
Ibnie  bribe.  He  added,  that  he  would 
carry  PolyJoic  to  Ilv  her  the  next  vifit 
that  he  made.  Arconlingiv.  riiey  went 
toi^Mwr  to  M  idemoilellr  IJaJincourt, 
for  tint  v.-:v;  ihe  name  ot'  Ajjiiilar's 
new  miltrcl-.  At  thrir  coming  in,  Da- 
liiuoiii't  firemeJ  mucli  fur\)ri/ed,  chan^^- 
e*V  c  j\o\\T »  -MiiV  '.v>ft  TVvA  "i^iX*  x»  ^'y:TJ«-  -x 
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mird.  The  count,  alarmed  at  her 'dif- 
ordcr,  lufpe^ted  fotne  lover  had  besn 
wiih  her)  und  told  her,  with  an  airof  dif- 
content,  that  lie  was  ibn7  he  canie  at 
lb  wrong  a  time.  She  endeivotired  to 
fixAkc  off  her  confufion,  and  repUedi 
thai  he  was  always  very  i^lcame)  but 
that  the  gentleman  he  brought  with 
liini\  had  Co  much  refemblance  of  a  bro- 
ther of  here,  who  was  killed  in  Flail- 
'ders,  that  at  firll  fight  ihe  could  not 
help  being  ftruck  with  it  in  the  manner 
they  had  fees.  She.  added,  that  if  the 
gentleman  was  as  like  her  brother  in 
minH,  as  he  was  in  form,  (he  ihould 
be  mightily  pleafed  with  his  acquaint- 
ftnce.  She  fpnke  this  with  fuch  an  air  of 
iinccrity,  that  the  Count  began  to  ihink 
Kis  jealouly  w«s  without  foundation. 

After  foine  general  difcourie,  (he  ap- 
plied to  Polydore,  and  alkcd  him  how 
long  he  had  bxcnenga^  in  the  Spanifh 
feivicej  with  many  other  more  particu- 
lar enquiries,  which  Teemed  to  mtiraate 
a  defire  to  know  him  better.  Polydore 
was  very  glad  of  it|  in  hopes  to  ferve  his 
friend;  and  the  count,  who  had  no 
fulpicions  on  that  fide,  did  his  utmoft  to 
engage  them  in  a  friendfliip  which  he 
imagined  would  turn  to  his  advantage. 

At  night,  when  the  two  gentlemen 
went  home  together,  Aguilar  afked  his 
companion,  what  he  thought  of  Daliii- 
couri's  peribn  and  underftanding. '  Bet- 

*  tcr  of  the  laft  than  tlie  firft,'  anfwercd 
he,  *  though  both  are  certainly  «gree- 
'  able.  I  cmnot  help  thinkingf"  conti- 
nued he,  '  that  \\er  perfon  is  not  quite 
'  new  to  me;  but  I  cannot  reColie^l 

*  where  I  met  with  her,  except  it  was 

*  at  Paris  when  1  was  there  a  boy.' 
— *  You  will  do  well  to  improve  your 
'  acquaintance  now,'  repKed  the  count; 

*  and,  to  give  you  an  opportunity  of  dc- 

*  ing  ity  I  will  fend  you  there  to-mor- 
'  low,  tonoake  my  excufes  for  beipg 

*  obliged  to  hunt  with  the  archduke, 
'  inftead  of  wailing  uptm  her,  as  I  iii- 

*  tended.     I  know  my  dear  Polydore 

*  will  cmpluv  all  his  wit  and  eloquence 
'  to  fet  his  friend's  paffion  in  the  beft 

*  light;  and  while  he  is  with  her,  I  (hall 

*  have  Id's  uoeafmefs  in  being  away.^ 
Polydore  promifed  him  all  the  Cervices 
he  could  do  him;  but  faid,  he  wifticd 
he  had  got  a  miibrefs  too^  to  make  the 
party  even. 

The  next  day  he  went  to  her,  and 
fiid  a  great  deal  in  praife  of  Afi^i^ilur, 
00  discover  what  (he  thought  of  hiv. 


She  anftvered  him  with  terns  of  a  cciA 
efteem,  but  nothing  that  gaveliimtlK 
lead  encouragement  tobdimihewasio 
love.  He  thai  endeavoured  to  peri'ua^ 
her  of  the  violence  ^  the  count's  paffion 
for  her;  but  (he  afTured  him,  that  thii 
was  the  only  (txbjeft  (he  did  not  carets 
hear  him  talk  of.  He  returned  to  his 
friend^  quite  diftoonged  at  her  tnaaiKr 
«f  nroceeding,  and  tdd  him  there  wsi 
tiothing  to  be  hopdd  for.  The  oooat 
Aiewed  him  a  letter  he  had  juft  receivid 
from  his  confidante*  the  lady  of  tke 
hou(e;  which  advi&d  him  not  to  think 
of  gaining  Dalincourt  by  a  timocois 
Rfped)  but  to  offer  her  at  once  a  hand- 
fome  Icttlement,  which  the  (battnefs  of 
her  fortune  would  make  her  liAen  to 
much  hiore  kindly  than  (he  did  to  his 
fine  fpeeches« 

*  This  indeed  may  do ,  fomeihisg,' 
(lild  Polydote;  <  for  I  found,  by  her 
'  difcouife,  that  (he  had  been  reduced, 

*  by  a  feries  of  misforUmes^  to  a  coa- 

*  dition  very  much  beneath  her  birth.* 
tn  conclufiouf  they  agreed  to  makei 
tilal,  whether  (he¥ras  to  be  bought  or 
not;  and  Polydore  was  made  the  oeaRr 
erf  a  letter  which  contained  a  vtarj  libe- 
ral pfopofal.  She  read  it,  looked  at 
Polydore  fome  time  without  faying  a 
word,  and  at  laft  burft  out  iAto  a  flood 
tears. 

^  I  thought,^  faid  (be^  rteoverlng 
her  voice,  '  tluit  it  had  nM  been  in  the 

*  power  of  my  iU  deftiny  to  make  me 

*  more  unhappy  i  but  I  now  find-that 
'  my  misfortunes  have  funk  me  lomi' 
'  than  I  ever  was  aware  of;  fince  two 

*  gentlemen,  whoie  efteem  I  wi/hcd 
'  to  gain,  thinks  (b  meanly  of  me,  as  to 
'  imagine  me  a  proper  pofon  to  receire 

*  fuch  a  ktter*  But  know,  Sir,  that 
'  I  am  as  much  a  (Iranger  to  taiuas'f 

<  as  I  am  to  happinefs;  and  have  i 

*  fpirit  fuperior  to  all  the  wrongs  that 

*  your  infolent  (ex  can  put  upon  me. 

*  Had  not  you  diigraced  youffelf  by  tke 

*  fcandalous  employ  mont  of  endeavour- 
'  ing  to  feduce  mo  with  a  dirt>  •nbe^ 
*■  I  (hould  have  been  happy  in  leciag 
'  you  often  here;  but  mult  n«w  deiiif 

<  you  to  trouble  me  no  more,  and  totcU 

*  your  friend,  as  my  anfwer  to  his  Iettei\ 
'  that  I  would  looner  ^i^r  Ayielf  toi 

*  footman,  thanyW/  myltrlf  to  a  prince/ 
Polydore  was  infiniWly  ftruck  with 

this  reception:  every^wohl  (he  utiertd 
pierced  him  to  the  hwrt:  and  he  looked 
«^n  heratamiradr  of  firtiio#  kiCs^ 
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ft*  never  hid  any  notion  of  before.  He 
"cturned  to  the  count  in  great  confufion, 
&nd  acquainted  him  with  the  ill  fucccfs 
a^  his  commiilion.     Aguilar,  more  in 
Love  with  herthan  ercr,  writ  a  molt  fub- 
nnHIive  letter  to  beg  her  pardon,  but  ihe 
L  nftantly  icut  it  back  unopened.    When 
Kc  found  all  his  cgunihip  wai  incffec- 
Kualv  he  left  BrufTels  indefpair,  and  re- 
cked to  a  villa  of  one  of  his  friends, 
"sphere  he  rcfolved  to  itay  till  the  opening 
«f  the  campaign.    In  the  mean  while, 
Tolydote,  who  continued  ftill  at  Bnif- 
Icls,  was  in  a  (ituation  little  eafier  than 
his  firiend.    MademoifcUe  Dalincourt 
took  up  all  his  thoughts;  he  reputed 
to  hiimelf  a  thoufand  times  the   lalt 
words  he  heatd  her  fpealc,  and  admired ' 
the  fpirit  that  appeared  in  them  to  a  de- 
gree of  adoration. 

Not  being  able  to  bear  her  abfence 
any  longer,  ne  fent  to  beg  that  he  might 
fee  her  once  again,  upon  a  bufmefs 
wholly  relating  to  himfclf.  She  ad- 
mitted him,  ana  bepn  the  converfation, 
by  (hiftl^  forbidding  him  to  name 
the  count  m  any  thing  he  had  to  fay  to 
her.     '  I  have  no  inclination  to  name 

*  him,*  replied  hej  <  fori  would  will- 

*  ingly  fbr^t  that  I  ever  knew  him. 

*  I  am  lenlible  that  I  wrong  him,   in 

*  declaring  to  you,   that  I  love  you 

*  more  than  life}  yet,  as  his  pafTion  is 

*  quite  dcftitute  of  hope*  why  fhould 

*  not  I  folic  it  you  for  a  heart  to  which 

*  he  has  no  pretenfions?    But,  be  my 

*  condu£V  right  or  not  in  regard  to  him» 

*  to  you.  Madam,  it  (hall  ever  be  moft 

*  honourable.     I  come  to  offer  yoti  my 

*  whole  fortune  upon  fuch  tcrnis   as 

*  your  virtue  need  notblufh  at.     I  am 

*  a  widower,  and  fiTC  to  marry  whoih 

*  I  pJeafe;  my  eftate  is  fulficient  for  us 

*  both,  and  I  am^appy  to  think  it  In 

*  my  power  to  railc  you  io  that  rank 

*  which  you  were  born  to.    This,  Ma- 
'  dam,  is  the  only  repnrarion  by  which 

*  I  can  atone  for  the  affront  I  did  your 

*  character)  and,  if  you  refufc  to  ac- 

*  cept  of  it,  my  ilei'pair  will  be  eq  uai  to 

*  my  love.' 

The  lady anfwered  him,  v/ith  bliifhe«, 
thit  (he  was  highly  iVnfible  uf  the  fen- 
timents  he  expicftcd  for  hci ;  t1r.it  fhe 
liked  his  pcrfon,  and  admire]  his  uncW- 
ftandin^^  but  that,  to  her  misfoiinne, 
fhe  was  married  »Irc:idy;  and  therefore 
could   fay    nothing    to    his    projwlhl. 

*  Good  Heaven,'  cried  Polydore,  *  you 

*  arc  married!  And  who  then  is  your 
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«  hulband?* — *  The  moft  unworthy  of 

*  mankind,"  anfwered  (he;  '  one  who 
'  has  abandoned  me  to  the  malice  of - 

*  my  fortune,  and  does  not  know  at 

*  this  time  what  is  become  of  me,  nor 
'  troubles  himfelf  about  it.'-—'  He  is 

*  indeed  unworthy,'  replied  the  lover, 

*  who  is  pofTctTed  of  luch  a  treafurr, 

*  and  can  negledl  it.     But,  Madam. 

*  employ  me  in  your  revenge:  com- 

*  mand  my  fword  to  pierce  the  mon- 

*  fter's  hteart,  and  tear  it  from  his  Ik)- 

*  fom»'— 'No,'  faidfhc;  ♦  vourfafcty 
'  is  more  dear  to  me  than  tne  dcAre  of 

*  revenge.     All  I  alk  of  you  is,  to 

*  fwear  that  you  will  nevt-r  belike  that 

*  hu(band;  but  continue  to   love  me 

*  equally  when  you  know  me  better: 

*  Upon  this  condition,  I  will  grant  you 

*  all  the  favours  which  my  duty  will 

*  allow;  and,  perhaps,  your  future  con- 
'  du£t  may  prevail  upon  me  to  throw  off 

*  all  rcllraint.' 

The  happy  Polydore  fwore  every 
thing  (lie  defirpd,  and  (he  permitted 
him  to  fee  her  when  he  plcafed;  but,  be- 
ing informed  by  him  of  the  treacliery 
of  her  friend  qt  whofe  houfe  Ihe  lodged, 
they  qgreed  to  make  their  appointments 
at  another  place. 

They  continual  this  commerce  for 
fome  time  without  any  interruption,  till 
th<:  Count  d' Aguilar  had  notice  of  it 
from  his  confulante,  who  perceived  it 
in  Ipitc  of  all  their  caution. 

Never  was  rage  equal  to  his  at  this 
dilcovery.  He  writ  to  Polydore,  re- 
proaching him  with  his  brt-nch  of  fricnd- 
(hip  in  the  bitrcrell  terms,  and  requiretl 
him  to  meet  him  with  his  fword,  behind 
the  walN  of  a  minncry  that  wasfituated 
about  two  kaj'^ues  o\it  of  Brun'c's.  Po- 
lydore acccpttil  of  the  challenge,  and 
met  him  at  the  plate  appointed:  he 
attempted  to  jultify  himielf;  but  the 
coimt  had  not  thL-  j)aticncc  to  hear  him 
out  J  thev  fought  with  great  for)' a  good 
whilt.',  till  U\c  fortune  of  Polydore' jire- 
vailed,  and  the  count  fiinicd  away  with 
tlu'  lols  of  hlootl  from  twq  or  three 
wounds  which  he  had  received.  The 
other  f^xring  him  fall,  tluniL^ht  him 
dtr:id,  ind  made  off  with  the  iitmoil  pre- 
cijvtation. 

J  nil  at  that  inflant  came  by  a  coach 
an»i  fix,  which  was  driving  towards 
the  nunnery :  a  ladv  who  was  in  it  li^e- 
ing  a  gentleman  lynur  weltering  in  his 
bloo  1,  ito}^jx«l  her  cnach,  anvl  v/cnt  to 
try  it'  Ihc  coviV^  'affv^Vvvrcv.  K\  ^'t  ^x'^t 
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oF  the  face,  Hie  fcLched  a  fcrcam,  and 
fell  upon  tht  hody  in  a  fwoon.  Her 
fcrvancs  concluding  it  to  be  Ibme  one 
ihc  was  much  concerned  for,  cjrricil 
then  I  both  into  the  nunnerv,  where 
the  ladv  loon  caine  to  herrelf,  and  the 
fuuiit  alfo  began  to  /hew  figns  of  life,  his 
fpirits  being  agitated  by  the  motion. 
He  was  immediately  put  to  hed,  and  a 
furgeon  fcnt  for,  who  declared  his 
wounds  tu  be  dangerous,  but  not  mor- 
tal. While  they  continued  uncertain 
of  his  cux-e,  the  lady  who  brought  him 
into  the  nunncrv  w.nited  conllantly  day 
and  night  at  his  bedfide,  and  nurfed 
him  with  a  care  that  would  not  yield  to 
a  momuu  of  repofe.  As  her  face  was 
always  covered  with  a  veil,  he  took  her 
to  l>e  one  of  the  nuns,  and  was  ailo- 
nilhod  at  a  charit  j*  fo  officious.  When 
he  crew  l>cttcr,  his  curiofity  increafed, 
and  he  ardently  prcfled  her  to  let  him 
know  to  whom  he  owetl  fuch  great  ob- 
ligations. '  Arc  you  a  nun,  Madam?' 
faid  he:  '  I  hope  you   arc  not;  for  it 

*  would  affliil  me  infinitely  if  I  was 

*  never  to  fee  you  more,  after  leaving  a 

*  houfe  where  you  have  done  me  fo  ma- 
«  ny  favours.' — *  The  lady  for  whom 

*  you  fought,'  anfwered  (he,  *  will  mike 

*  you  foon  forget  the  lofs  of  me;  and, 

*  though  I  am  not  a  nun,  you  will  never 

*  fee  me  out  of  the  limits  of  thefe  walls.' 

*  How,  Madam!' laid  he,  *  was  you 

*  not  mit  of  thtm  when  you  found  me 

*  on  th<*f .round,  and  favrd  my  life?' 

*  VcG,'  replied  ihe;  *  I  was  reluming 

*  fr  mi  a  viht  to  a  convent  in  the  town: 

*  hut  Iwui  take  caic  not  to  ftir  from 

*  hcnrc  wl'.ilc  you  are  at  Bniiills,  be- 

*  c.uifi.'  y^u  arc   the    only  man  in   the 

*  world  I  would  kv.^id.' 

Thl.i  ipi-rrh  fo  I'urpri/cd  him,  that 
f.^r  I'-.inc  tirr.t.  hu  was  not  able  to  make 
I'.^r  ;n:y  anfwcr.  At  lall  he  told  her, 
rl:  :r  h':r  actions  and  her  words  entirely 
dir.i„Tc4.l,  and  thr.t  he  could  not  think 
hini'tif  fo  hiteful  to  her  as  fne  faid, 
w!.cn  ht  rcfiLcicd  how  kindly  ihe  had 
ufi'.i  Iii:n. 

*  Theib  ilddlcs  fliall  !)f  cleared  to 
yci,'    an:\vLTc<   :hc,  *  when  you  arc 

*  p- jTtftlv  fLCcvrrcd:  till  thtn  content 

*  yonrwlf  wirh  knowing;  t^u^  I  cannot 

*  h.irs  ycu,    bur  «im    as   much  dettr- 

*  miiif.l  ;:.  aw  "d  yciiiiA  if  I  rrul-i.' 
Thus  cn.lf'I   a  convtrf-iiion   which 

left  the  count  in  a  pcrp-L'iity  not  to  be 

He  faw  her  no  mov*-  iov  ;x  5m>n  ^vjv. 


but  when  (he  heard  that  his  (IrenrTtb  wit 
quite  returned,  fhe  came  to  him  one 
morninr;,  and  fpoke  thus: 

<  If  you  will  know  who  (he  is  thit 
'  was  lb  afHi^ed  when  jovur  life  was  in 

*  danger;  that  nurfed  you  fo  carefully 

*  in  your  illnefs;  and    is   iciblved  to 

*  ouit  you  for  e\'er  when  yon  are  wtlif 
'  tnink  of  your  former  gaUantiies  at 

*  Madrid,  of  your  prefent  paflion  fori 
<  mtftrefs  that  defpifes  you,  and  }'our 
'  ingratitude  to  a  wife  that  always  loved 

*  you;  think  of  all  this,  and  you  will 
'  not  wonder  any  longer  at  my  aftioni 

*  or  my  words.     Yes,  Aguilar,  I  an 

*  that  wife,  whofe  fate  it  is  to  be  ar- 
'  quainted  with  all  your  infidelities,  aci 

*  to  fmart  for  all  your  foUies.* 

As  (he  faid  this,  (he  lifted  up  ber 
veil,  and  (hewetl  the  aftoni(hed  count  a 
well  known  face,  which  he  little  ei- 
pe£leJ  to  have  feen  in  Flanders.  Ail 
the  paffions  that  can  agiute  the  hear  of 
man,  fiiame,  remorfe,  love,  gratitudt, 
invadeil  his  in  that  moment.  He  thrc\* 
himfelf  at  her  feet,  and  with  many  tcari 
implored  her  to  forgive  him. 

She  raifed  him,  and  alfured  him  cf 
her  pardon;  nay  more,  of  her  afFcflic:}: 

*  But  my  perfon,*  faid  (lie,  *  I  am  de- 
^  termined  (hall  be  ever  feparated  from 

*  you.  I  have  had  too  many  proofs ct 
'  your  incontlancy  to  ho]fe  tlut  any  oh- 
'  ligations  can  engage  you:  you  v.:'! 
'  never  he  faithful  to  me  alone,  ard  I 

*  difdain  to  (hare  you  with  another.  It 
'  is  happinefs  enough  for  me  ^at  I 

*  have  been  the  inftrument  of  prefcn- 
'  in*;  your  life,  though  3rou  rifqued  it 
'  tor  the  fake  of  another  woman;  anj 
'  all  the  i-eturn  I  a(k  of  you  is,  to  think 

*  of  me  fometimes  with  kindnefs,  but 

*  never  to  attempt  to  fee  me  more.' 
Aj^uilar  was  on  the  rack  to  hear  her 

talk  in  fo  refolute  a  ftile;  hut  heflatterc^l 
himftrf  itwascnving  to  herjealoufyof 
MadcmoiicUe  Dalincourt.  Being  impa- 
tient to  make  her  cafy  on  that  heatl,  he 
difpatchcd  one  of  his  (ervants  with  a 
letter  to  acquaint  that  lady  with  his  rt- 
covt'iy.  He  begged  her  tarneftly  tn 
com*;  to  him  at  the  numittry\  and,  'S 
polliMe,  to  bring  her  lover  with  her. 
Polydort-  had  abfconded  a  few  ua^f 
till  he  henrd  that  the  rount  was  ou! 
of  danger;  after  which  he  continued 
very  publickly  his  addre(rcs  to  Dalin- 
court. 

While  the  mc(renger   was  bringing: 
>\tf::»wvij^x  ^viniverj^fvj^vUcdemanilcd 
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tjf  Vi-s  svifr  l)y  vviiat  :ir.cld«:'.it  Hu:  came 
Into  Inlanders. 

«   Vou  kilow/    l-iifl   (\h.'y  *  that  after 

*  my   diiVovcry  of  ytuir  amour   with 

*  th'j  Coiintci's  AltamiiM,  1 1  ■:tire;l  to  my 

*  mother  s  hoiilc,  aiii.1  rcri  liucJ  t!;i-ic 
.  ■   till  your  tUjKUl  urc  l'o;;'i'.j;;riiiy, 

*  Soon  afrtrwaids"  I  h.uJ  the  nilsfor- 
'  nine  to  ioil  my  im)thc:i ;  and  wint  piir- 

■  ticuiarly  aicgravated  »iy   grief,  w^s 

*  the  knOwlcJt'^e  that  her  cunci:rn  at 

*  vo*ir  ill  ula«^L-  of  ine  had  ha(Un»d  her 

*  death. 

«    rheic  afMiaio:;^  made  Madrid  Co 

*  uncaiy  to  me,  that  I  could  r..»t  bear  to 
'  ftay  in  it  any  lonpjcr.  Luckily,  aoout 

*  ih.it  lime  I  leccived  a  letter  from  my 

*  coul'in  Eug-CK'a  Donna  dc  Montaic- 
'  grc,  a  religious  of  tliif.  houlc,  to  in- 

*  tonn  me  of  her  being  clcclc'd  abbeis ; 

*  iL  inltantly  occurred  to  mc  that  no 

*  place  ctnild  be  more  proper  lor  my 

*  retreat  than  a  monaiK-ry,  cjf  which  flic 

*  wa«»  the  head:  lb,  as  Ic-ju  :is  I  could 

*  lettle  my  aftair&«  I  lett  Sp.ain,  and  y^ut 

■  myil'lf  into  a  jKnfion  uriUr  the  ^o- 

*  vinimentoFDonii.iEusjcniaj  in  which 

*  manner  1  have  liwd  cvur  liaci .' 

She  had  fcarcc  fniinied  this  account, 
when  they  wr-re  int.nupied  by  tliearrivil 
of  Polvviorc  and  Dalin-jurt.  Ma.li:ne 
d*  Au^ilar  changed  colour  at  the  liglii  of 
licr^  but  her  huil)and  embracing  Poly- 
flore,  alTured  him  thai  he  no  lunr. r 
J(xjked  upon  liim  ns  a  ri'.'il,  bur  wi, 
fthul  to  relign  his  miltr-.;-.  \kj  a  \ii,'i\A  \\  '.o 
lo  well  di.Tcrvcd  her.  'i  licii  lit  ivliftd 
1u  iiini  the  manner  in  w!i  «.h  hi-^  witv  li  mI 
tei'.ded  and  prefervvd  him;  .uidexpnrtlu 
fi)  much  i;>. iiiti.de,  i'o  niu^h  iove,  'Am 
if  any  thiiii;  t^ui-l  hi'.ve  lii  \^^\:n  hei  n  r>- 
iMiion,  thiSk  w.-^ld  ccji.'iniy  have  H  ;.:c 
It.  Madcino. telle  Djhncw;;il  L  n:M 
much  aftVc'ud  ut  thii  relation,  and  lold 
rhe  couni:i\  fl-j-  wa«.  infinitely  conCiTi  iicd 
that  Hie  h-  i  'ven  tlic  Innocnt  ciiuu-  ct 
her  huiljind'^d.iri.-.Ti  but  ilK;t!hu  linp.jd 
fLibini  i  Lilt  wvul.iiv  A  m;ti!i«.ofmaK.  v^ 
them  h.ipp;  t"pr  ti)L  iuiMi-,  :^'^■^  ^-U;  •n 
end  to  hi>  irif^Lbm;.,  and  her  rc^*..- 
|titnt. 

•  My  hamnnef  too,'  ^ddcd  iIk-,  *  is 

*  now  at   Itakci   »'"!  J  l^-i*'^  >'«-*•!     : 

*  your  t'ritndflMp  to  lupport  me  iii :.  '.'.l'- 

*  covtry  \vi»ici»  I  ricmbl..  r«i  b«'i;in,  1  ut 
'  which,  in  iudie.  \n  my  huuoui,  I  am 

*  obliged  to  d;'l  iv  no  i>n.:;cr.' 

At  ihelL-  wupU  ihe  l::ir!t  dr-.vii,  .1!.:! 
faking  hold  of  Polydo:.'-.  i.iMi-.l,— *  H  - 
'  hJd, '  iuid  flic,  *  my  <ki\r  hu(b;*ud,  m 
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*  ihat  Dalincourt,  whom  you  have  fworn 

*  to  love  fternally,  behold  your  wife 

*  Emilia i  that  Emilia  whom  you  left  a 

*  bri  le  and  a  virgin  at  ilxteeuj  whom 

*  vou  imag^ii-.ed  dead,  and  who  will  not 
'  live  a  moment  if  you  rcfufe  to  acknow- 

*  ledze  and  rercive  her! 

*  \  un  canr.oi  now  complain  that  I  ant 

*  a  v.-ife  iriipof.rd  upon  you:   you  chufe 

*  me  fi!.eiy  mil  of  pure  inclination  5  our 

*  paiL:ii<  had  nothing  to  do  in  it;  love 

*  o;iiy  ;  ngiijel  u-^;  and  from  love  alone 

*  I  dcii.c  ro  polUfs  you.     This  is  my 

*  claim;  and  if  you  are  willing  to  allow 
'  it,  I  am  bleflld  to  tlie  height  of  all  my 

*  vviftics.' 

Polydoie  [;a2cd  oil  her  with  a  filent 
admiration;  he  examined  every  feature! 
over  and  oViT;  then  throwing  his  arm* 
round  licr  njck,  and  almoft  Rifling  her 
with  kiffcs— *  Are  you  really  Emilia  ?' 
cried  h:-,  *'  and  have   I  confirmed  my 

*  foruii:  puT.Tiafije  by  a  nezv  choice^  by 

*  a  c/jcict  W'Mch  ^  nevci  will  depart  from, 
'  -nd  which  makes  me  the  happieft  cf 
'  men'   ()  my  ang;l,  what  wonders  do 

*  you  tell  nu  '  How  is  it  pofilble  that  t 

*  tind  yyu   lu-re    at    Brulill'i,   when   I 

*  thou k-Ziu  you  in  yourgiavc?  Explain 

*  all  th!*  to  ine;:uvi  le;  me  know  hoW 

*  much  I  wronged  you  for.nerly,  tiiat  I 

*  nuy  trv  to  impair  it  all  by  ni)  future 

*  conduct.' 

C,\)iint  .\..-uIl.'r  And  his  l.uK-  ;oinin^ 
wi'.Ii  hi:!j  !:i  alei'.ie  to  know  hei  l.iilor;, 
l}u-  itlated  i'.  ii6  foliowi. 


THE    HliTOP.Y    OF  rOLYDOilE    AND 
t.VII.J.v. 

VrOU  may  repirtirur,  Pi.lvdore,  that 
•^  a^  I'ucn  a>  we  v.v...  prsMcd,  I  went 
to  livi.-  in  I'.u;  fv/jiitiy  with  my  father, 
l/k.itig  ai1i.nr.;.d  i\>  Hnpf.ir  in  jaibii'.k  iHiei 
t^.  aiyrov.:  ycv.r  -.aj^rivi'  us  avtrhvu  had 
p.;t  up'n  v.)-:. 

My  pii  U  WES  i!et-:iv  '.vout;  led,  but, 
v.-i  li  fh  ::i/.  {  i.v.n  !t,  i'.jV  l»we  w:»s  the 
j':!'iuri  ;:. tt  i.ir.'..!vd  m-.j'.t.  I  wj.,  bicJ 
uj- t?  e.i'.i"'.*'':  v.u  :.«,  mv  huin.ind;  I 
hi  I  Iv  '!»:t.j  "J  1.'.  v-u  fioM!  a  chiidj 
aid  youi'  p5.:'i'.i  wj,  lo  v/undcrfail/ 
;... let ■»'»;. .  lii't  1  L.  j'd  not  look  upon 
■. » u. ^N- : ;^i  i :. d : .*T.  :■.'.'.•-  N .i v ,  fu (  h  wa^ 
i.'jy  pyiJil  ;■.  jii  y.;:r  favou/,  that  I 
t^uid  II..*  I.. Ij)  U'ioiii'.n.^,  vou  for  your 
lj>!.t  ''I  ••■.1mI'?\:;  tile  Ir.-tdojri  ♦•f  vouf 
tl.i;-'.^;  rjid  :u.:if:id  yc-c  iii  my  heart  fof 
a  Yi'jCie«i\t^^  'wXwcV  cA,>i\\>^  \  >»4 4k\  viOivs^^ 
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to  diupprore.  In  this  wretfh;:d  rtatc 
of  itiincl  I  rcmainci?  fomc  )\ius,  till  the 
unfortunate  event  of  the  civil  war  dc- 
prlvwrcl  mYi;i.i:».T  of  his  clbfj,  and  drove 
him  out  to  icfli  jcfuj;e  in  a  furci^-;!! 
conniiy.  ^^'e  fettled  at  Paris,  whcix-, 
with  three  or  iwur  thoufand  pounds, 
which  we  found  means  to  carry  off,  part 
in  money,  and  the  nft  of  it  in  jewels, 
wc  maintained  ourfelves  well  inouj;h  in 
a  private  w.iy,  which  pleafed  my  melan- 
choly bett:r  than  any  other.  In  this 
retreat,  where  we  faw  no  company,  but 
two  or  three  French  women  that  IcKlrcd 
in  the  houfc  with  us,  I  anmfe.l  myVelf 
with  learning  the  French  tonp^uc,  which 
I  had  fome  knowledge  of  before  I  came 
to  France}  and  by  fpeaking  nothing  clfe 
for  three  or  four  years,  I  became  (6  verv 
pcrfef^  in  it,  that  it  was  difficult  to  dif- 
cover  by  my  accent  that  I  was  not  born 
at  Paris.  I  mention  this,  hccaufc  it 
has  fiucc  been  of  ufc  to  me,  in  making 
me  pafs  more  eafiiy  upon  you  for  the 
French  woman  I  perlbnated.  The  third 
year  of  our  refidence  at  Paris,  my  fithcr 
became  acquainted  with  a  widow-lady, 
the  true  Mailamc  Dalincourt,  whofc 
name  has  fince  made  mc  full  amends  for 
many  injuries  I  have  to  charge  her  with 
in  the  fequel  of  my  (lory.  This  woman 
was  a  native  of  Brabant,  but  maried  a 
French  gentleman,  who  dying  vomig, 
Jeft  her  m  very  narrow  ci  re  urn  dances. 
She  had  a  filUr  much  younger  than  her- 
frlf,  but  not  (o  hand  Ion le,  who  had 
lived  with  her  at  Paris. 

Aly  father  was  at  that  time  near  thrce- 
fcore,  and  the  widow  turned  of  forty ; 
yet  her  charm*;  wei-e  lllll  powerful  enoucjh 
to  engage  him  in  a  pMlfion  for  her, 
which  nothing  but  dotage  could  excufe. 
Ii  went  lb  fir,  that  (lie  di-ew  him  in  to 
man  y  h-^r,  and  to  fettle  upon  her  three 
thouiand  pounds,  leaving  me  no  more 
than  tlic  worth  of  my  own  jewels,  which 
fcnrce  amounted  to  a  thoufand.  But 
hfr  avarice  was  not  fatisficd  with  all 
thU.  There*  was  a  French  nobleman 
who  had  lon.:^  courrd  me  for  a  millrefs, 
and  not  finding  me  fo  complying  as  he 
wilhed,  thought  the  bed  way  wi:s  to  buy 
m-  of  my  mother-in-law,  whom  he 
knew  to  be  capable  of  ftich  a  bargain. 
JIcoftei-cd  her  a  pre  Cent  of  two  lliou- 
Cind  ci"owns  to  introduce  him  by  night 
to  my  apartment.  The  wicked  citaturc 
a.  (Cpttd  of  his  brlbr;  and,  t. iking  her 
cppOiiuLiiy  when  n\y  fuhfi-  w\s  ^oive 
inri)  rim  <v\\uir\ ,  broue;'\u  \\VtW  \<;U  ovie 


nig^it  into  my  chamber,  where  ftic  imv 
gined  he  would  find  me  fail  a^iecp'.  Bui 
it  happened  that  I  and  Madcniuillclle 
du  Frcfne,  the  filter  of  Daiir.coui-,  hod 
l)cen  engaged  in  rca.iin^jj  a  roiranci, 
which  kept  us  up  biyond  oi:r  ufuJ 
hour;  and  as  her  room  wa-;  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  houfe,  not  to  di.furb  the  ft- 
niily  in  parting  through,  fh:  wer.:  to  bid 
to  me.  The  romance  ran  i'o  flionzly  in 
my  head,  that  I  could  not  llttp  fur  link- 
ing of  itj  and,  i^erceiviiig  that  tlit:  moca 
(hone  vrry  brightly,  I  got  yp,  ll  ppci 
on  a  night-gown,  and  went  out  to  ta!;e  i 
walk  in  a  little  garden  that  by  contig-a- 
ous  to  my  c'-.imbcr.  I  i\ad  not  been 
thtMe  above  half  an  hour,  b?fori:  I  heard 
Du  Frefnt  call  oiit  for  help;  andfCan^ 
ing  in  to  her  afiiilance,  faw  my  Iovjt 
ft  niggling  with  her  at  i'uch  advai.tagr, 
that  I  was  almoin  afra-il  I  caiiit  ioo  la:^. 
I  joined  mv  cries  to  her*s,  and  :!n^  n.liv  wc 
made  fo  alarmed  the  nrarquis,  rhit  he 
thought  it  beft  to  retire  as  foon  as  iwi- 
f:ble;  efpecially  when  he  diKoie:cJ  his 
miftake,  and  that  my  infamous  mothc- 
. in-law  had  put  him  to  bed  to  hLrovn 
ugly  fifter  inilead  o{  me. 

But,  to  be  revenged  of  her  for  what 
he  took  to  be  a  defign  of  impofmg  upon 
him,  he  revealed  to  us  the  part  (he  hnJ 
in  this  afftiir;  and  bid  me  tell  hi-r,  thit 
he  did  not  think  the  enjoyment  of  Ms- 
demoifcUe  Du  Frefnc  worih  a  quarter  of 
the  money  he  had  given  her.  AtixT 
making  this  confeflion,  hcwjnt  off;  and 
was  hardly  got  fafc  out  of  the  licuic, 
when  two  or  thre^  of  our  (ervants  came 
in  to  us,  to  know  what  was  il'.e  matte:! . 
The  ftory  foon  reached  my  father** cars; 
and  I  was  fo  angry  at  my  Ittpmothcr 
for  her  intention  againft  mv  nonour, 
that  in  the  heat  of  my  pallion  I  told 
him  all  that  the  marquis  had  rexeak-d; 
and  Du  Frcfne  confirmed  it;  which  im- 
prudence we  had  botli  rcalbn  to  reptnt 
of.  My  father  was  fo  fliockcd  and  af- 
i^\Sic^\  at  it,  that  it  threw  I  dm  into  a 
fever  which  proved  mortal.  lie  was  no 
fooner  dead,  bvithis  loving  widow  tvim- 
ed  her  filler  and  iue  out  of  dl>or^,  aiid 
it  was  with  great  difiicuhy  that  I  cajTicd 
off  my  money  and  neceflTary  appard. 
In  thiR  diftrcis,  which  was  the  greatcll 
I  ever  knew,  Du  Frjlnc  propofed  to  mc 
to  f^o  willi  hL-r  to  BnifleLs,  where  (he 
haj  an  old  aunt  whom  flic  expc^^ed 
fomething  from,  ami  ihut  wo\iId  be  will- 
I'MlJ,  to  receive  u^.   I  gladly  accejit-.Vi  her 
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turn  to  England  in  the  condition  I  was 
reduced  to.  When  we  came  to  BnifTels, 
^■e  found  that  her  aunt  was  dead,  but 
had  left  her  the  beft  part  of  what  (he 
Jiad,  which  amounted  to  a  reaibnable 
fubfiftence.  We  agreetl  that  I  flionld 
board  with  her  under  the  name  of  Ma- 
demoifelle  p'alincjurt,  and  pretend  I 
was  a  relation  of  her  foniier  brother-in- 
lawj  (he  not  caring  to  fay  any  thing  of 
the  lad  alliance,  which  had  been  attend- 
ed with  fuch  ill  confcquences  to  us  both. 
Upon  this  foot  I  lived  with  her  very 
quietly,  til!  the  Count  d' Aguilar  found 
me  out;  and,  by  corrupting  my  merce- 
nary fnend,  obtained  more  frequent  ac- 
cefs  to  me  than  I  defircd. 

You  remember  the  difordcr  I  was  in 
wlien  he  brought  you  firft  to  fee  me:  I 
knew  you  inftantlyj  for  my  love  had 
traced  your  image  too  ftrongly  in  my 
mind  to  be  effaced  by*  any  length  of 
time;  whereas  your  inaifference  quickly 
made  you  lofe  all  memory  of  me,  and 
the  alteration  of  almolt  fifteen  years  had 
changed  my  perfon  entirely  from  what 
it  was  when  you  faw  me  laft.  I  thought 
I  fhtjuld  have  died  with  the  furpnze; 
and  was  going,  as  foon  as  I  could  fpeak, 
todifcover  myfclf  to  you;  but  perceiv- 
ing that  you  did  not  remember  me,  I 
checked  myfelf,  and  invented  a  pretence 
to  cover  my  confufion.  It  ftruck  me, 
that  I  might  pofllbly  make  fome  advan* 
tagc  of  the  dilguifc  in  which  you  faw  me; 
at  leaft,  I  was  fure  of  the  fatisfa£lion  of . 
convcrfin^  with  you  freely,  and  know- 
ing what  had  happened  to  you  fince  our 
parting.  When  you  came  to  mc  again 
as  the  confidant  of  the  Count  d' Agui- 
lar,  it  was  no  fmall  revenge  and  plea- 
Curc  to  me,  to  fee  you  iguorantly  nclp- 
wg  another  man  tu  debauch  your  own 
wife;  and  I  could  have  found  in  my 
heart  to  have  let  you  fucceed  in  your 
friendly  mediation,  as  a  puniihment  for 
the  injuries  you  had  done  mc:  but  my 
virtue  foon  rejected  that  temptation,  and 
I  thought  of  nothing  but  now  to  gain 
your  cfteem. 

When  you  brought  me  the  bafe  pro- 
pofal  of  Count  Aguilar,  it  appeared 
to  mc  fuch  a  mark  of  your  contempt, 
that  I  fully  refolved  not  to  fee  you  any 
more.  But  when  you  exprefled  a  re- 
pentance of  that  fault,  and  declared  a 
rdpeflful  paflioA  for  me,  even  to  the 
offering  ^mc  marriagt,  I  yielded  to  Uie 
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diflates  of  my  Iove»  and  admitted  you 
to  all  freedoms  but  one ;  that  I  told  you 
your  future condufl  might  obtain;  and 
I  believe  (faid  fhe  blufhine)  you  will 
hardly  now  have  the  fame  reluaance  to 
accept  it  as  you  had  formerly.  But 
though  I  had  thus  engaged  you  by  your 
proniife,  and  ilill  more  by  your  inclina- 
tlun,  my  happinefs  was  fai'  from  being 
fixed.  While  the  name  of  Emilia  was 
concealed,  I  could  not  tell  how  the  know- 
ledge of  it  might  aifed  you.  It  was  ftill 
in  jour  power  to  make  mc  miierable,  by 
being  angry  with  my  innocent  deceit| 
but  nnce  you  have  been  fo  good  to  ap- 
prove it,  and  acknowledge  me  for  your 
wife,  I  ihall  make  it  my  whole  iuuly 
and  ambition  to  deierve  that  title,  and 
never  think  of  my  paft  misfortunes»but 
to  enhance  my  preii:nt  happinefs. 

Thus  Emilia  ended  her  narration ;  and 
received  the  compliments  of  Count  A« 
euilar  and  his  ladyt  who  both  czpref- 
fed  the  highclt  joy  at  her  good  fortune. 

Polydore,  on  his  fide,  endeavoured  to 
perfuade  the  countefs  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  Emilia,  and  be  reconciled  ta 
her  hufband.  She  anfwercd  him  cold- 
ly. That  ihe  had  too  much  experience 
of  the  temper  of  the  count  to  tiiitl  to  a 
fudden  fit  of  fondnefs,  which  would 
wear  itfclf  out  in  a  few  months.  That 
(he  was  neiihcr  fo  young,  nor  fo  hand- 
fome  now,  as  before  their  feparation| 
bow  then  could  (he  flatter  hertelf,  that 
he  would  like  her  better  when  (he  was 
really  lefs  amiable ;  that  what  /be  had 
done  for  him  might  fecure  her  his  efteem* 
but  fhe  had  received  abundant  proof  that 
his  efleem  could  but  ill  fecurc  his  love. 

*  I  know,'  faid  (he,  *  the  wcakncfs  of 

*  iny  heart:  were  I  to  live  with  him 

*  again,  I  ihould  be  jealous  of  him, 

*  even  though  he  did  not  give  mi:  cuufe ) 

*  and  that  would  certainly  make  us  both 

*  unhappy.  It  is  better  for  me  to  leave 
'  him  to  his  pleafures,  and  endeavour 
'  to  fecui'C  my  own  tranquillity,  by  rc- 
'  tiring  from  awoild  wluch  I  am  unfit 

*  for.* 

Polydore,  finding  it  in  vain  to  argue 
with  hcr>  and  admiring  the  greatnefs  of 
her  mind,  took  his  leave  of  tlie  count, 
and  returned  to  Brulfels,  where  his 
marriage  with  Emilia  was  co^fummated 
almofl  twentjjfan  after  it  was  rw- 
traced! 


Y% 


V^.'^'X'^^ 


38 


PERSIAN    LETTERS. 


LETTER    XXXII. 


6F.LIM,    TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


rn  OM  T  o«f  pn<. 


I  Went  yefteiday  with  one  of  my  ac- 
quaintance to  fee  a  friend  of  his  wlio 
has  a  houfe  about  twenty  miles  from 
London.  He  had  formerly  been  a  citi- 
zen andtradcfman,  but  growing  rich  on 
a  fudden  by  fomc  hicky  hit  in  the  more 
profitable  trade  of  ftcck-jobbing,  he 
as  fuddenly  fet  up  for  a  judge  in  archi- 
tcfture,  painting,  and  all  the  arts  which 
jncn  of  quality  would  be  thought  toun- 
derftand,  and' built  this  houfe  as  a  fpeci- 
men  of  his  learning.  When  we  came 
}n,  tliough  it  was  in  thcmidft  of  winter, 
wc  were  cairied  into  a  room  without  a 
iire-place;  and  which /55>^<^,  if  pofl'ihle, 
ftUl  colder  thnn  it  felt.  •  I  fuppolc,' 
faid  I,  *  this  fiont -'vault  that  wc  arj 

•  in  is  dcfigned  to  be  the  huyyinir-flace 
«  of  the  f?.mily :  but  I  fhould  be  tjlad 

•  to  fee  the  rooms  in  which  tjicy  /;'L'^, 

•  for  the  chitrcfs  of  thefe  walls  is  in- 

•  fupportabic  to  a  Perfian  conltitution.* 
*  1  fee,'  i'jid  my  companion,  *  that  you 

•  have  no  lajle^  or  elfe  you  could  not  be 

•  cold  in  :i  fflloon  fo  heaufijtil :i$  this.' 

Before  1  had  time  to  make  him  any 
anfwcr,  the  mailer  of  the  houfe  came  in; 
but,inrtead  of  cariying  us  to  a  fire,  as  I 
hoped  hcwi.'jld,  hi-  walked  us  about  ;ill 
his  vaft  apsrtments,  then  down  into  the 
offices  under  j^iound, and  laft  into  a  jjjnr- 
den,  wluie  a  north-eaftwind,  th:it  blew 
ver>  keen  from  off  a  i^M//"  to  which  it  was 
laitl  open,  finillied  what  the  faloon  liad 
begun,  and  gave  me  a  coid,  which  took 
av»ay  my  voice  in  the  very  inllant  thar  I 
was  g(»ing  to  complain  of  what  he  made 
me  fuffer.  At  length  we  ended  our  ob- 
fcrvatio:i6,  and  fat  down  to  dinner  in  a 
room  where,  by  good  fortune,  the  rules 
of  archite£\urc  allowed  us  to  be  wann : 
but  when  the  meat  was  fcrvcd,  I  was  in 
frre.it  confufion  not  io  know  how  to  alk 
for  any  dllli  of  all  1  faw  before  me;  for 
it  fcems  the  gentleman  ate  in  the  French 
»iv/7;',  and  nothing  came  up  to  his  tabic 
in  it's  natural  form:  my  uncafmefs  was 
ftill  grtatv-T  v/htn,  upon  taftin^  of  five  or 
fix  dinercnt  com^Kifitions,  I  found  they 
wc:c  all  mixtd  with  the  ilcfh  of  larded 
htigs,  which  I  could  not  touch  without 
pollution. 

yiftcr  Jofiiig  my  dinncT  iw  this  uuu- 


ner,  I  vjra*:  entertained  ail  th-'  cn^ninj 
wiih  a  convcri'iiicn  l»v  tween  th.^  gcntt- 
man  of  the  houf'  and  another  n;-:n.(  .\ho 
they  told  m'*  was  :in  ■uchitc'6t)  lb  ftuTiJ 
with  hard  words  and  trnns  of  art,  th^:  I 
could  not  undnftand  one  part  in  five  of 
it.  They  talked  much  of  certain  mfii 
called '-virtuujiy  whom, by  the  nciir  relati- 
on their  title  bore  to  i-irtu/r,  I  took  st  hrft 
to  bf:  afitt  of  rigid  mtjruUJIs :  but,  upou 
enquiry,  I  difcckvcred  that  they  were  i 
company  of  fiddlers^  eunucts,  paiKlen^ 
builder s,  gardeners,  and,  above  all.  gen- 
tlemen that  had  tra%'dled into  lialj/wlo 
immediately  cauie  hqme  perfect  'Z'iitifji^ 
though  thc-\'  wont  oat  tte  duUrJr  Jak'j:i 
in  the  world.  This  order  of  racn,v.'h:ch:s 
pretty  numerous,  (aN  I  could  collecl  fiom 
the  difcourfe  of  t.hrfe  tuco  adepts')  afTumt 
a  fort  of  Ugiflati've  autkority  over  the 
body  of  their  countrymen :  they  Uid  cr.e 
man  pull  down  his  houfe,  and  buiid  lir- v 
ihcr,  which  he  can  neither  p.iy  for  nrt 
inhabitj  they  take  a  diHike  to  the  furri- 
turc  of  a  ftcond,  and  cununand  h!r.i  :o 
change  it  for  a  different  one  more  exp?r.- 
five  and  Itfs  commodious  \  tbey  op<'r  a 
third  lo  CO  and  languifh  at  an  cpfra^ 
when  he  had  rather  be  hallooing  in  a 
bear-garden :  it  is  even  feared  they  will 
t:^ke  upon  them  to  decide  what  Ibrt  of 
woman  every  man  (ball  hz  in  iaveiL'iit^ 
and  prefciibea  p:trticular.coIourof  eyrt 
and  hair  for  the  only  objeft  of  uniitr- 
fal  inclutaiion. 

I  deiired  to  be  infoinied  whether  liiii 
jurifdiiltGn  had  been  ancignt  in  this 
kingdom,  ha\'ing  met  with  no  tracei  ot 
it  in  hiftory. 

*  "^Ot   faid  he, '  it  is  fo  modem,  that 

<  all  the  laws  of  it  are  changed  once  ia 

*  cveiy  ftven  years j  and  that  which  be- 

*  fore  was  the  only  thing  right,  becoiccs 

<  at  once  a  high  crime  and  mifdemd- 
«  nour," 

Upon  the  whole,  it  appears  to  me  to 
be  a  kind  of  epidemic  at  madnefs\  snd  I 
am  afniid  to  return  to  my  own  counuy, 
forfear  Ifiiould  cany  it  with  me  thither^ 
as  thofe  who  have  oeen  in  Italy  bring 
the  infe£Uoa  alpng  with  them  into  ^pg« 
land. 
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SELIM,   TO  MIR.ZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


FROM  LONDOK. 


i E  R  E  is  a  hdy  's  hoiifc  where  I 
of[en  i>:ifs  my  tiiiu.',  though  I  have 
ttlc  intimacy  withher,hecaufeit  is 
being  \v\:ipubUck  place y  andmak- 
vifit  to  half  the  town.  The  firft 
[  went  thither,  I  congi-atulatcd  ht-r 
.'  nrotligious  number  of  herfriemls; 
old  her  tliat  fhe  murt  certainly  be 
Ted  of  moit  cxtraordinaiy  pei  fee- 
to  attract  inch  a  variety  of  people, 
lealtt  them  all  alike.     But  I  iuon 

tliat,  in  all  ihat  crowd  of  vifitimts, 
was  hardly  one  who  came  thither 
r  account  J  but  that  their  i-eaibn 
minj5  was  the  fame  as  htr's  for  re- 
g  them,  bccaufe  they  had  nothing 
»  do. 

c  iail  time  I  was  there,  T  met  a 
:man,  whole  character  I  \\'as  ttill  a 
;cr  to,  though  I  was  very  well  ac- 
ted with  his  fucc. 

want  to  know,'  laid  I  to  a  lady 
lat  jK'Xt  me,  *  what  is  the  merit 
that  gcntleniiin  ovcr-againll  us, 
ch  rtconuTicndi?  him  fo  much  to  all 
world  ?  It  Icems  to  me  that  he  docs 
ling,  fays  nothing,  means  nothing, 

is  nothin.^j  yet  I  always  lee  him 
;ood  company !' 

lis  charafter,'  faid  flie,  *  may  bj 
iprchended  in  very  few  words  j  he 
good-natured  man  J* 

am  mighty  glaii  to  hear  it,*  re- 
i  I ;  *  for  I  want  fuch  a  man  very 
:h:  there  is  a  frieml  of  mine  in 
It  dilirefs,  and  it  lies  in  his  power 
lo  him  fervice.' 
}o,*  faid  fhe,  '  he  is  of  too  ir.do- 

a  temper  to  give  himfclf  the  trou- 
of  lerving  any  body/ 
"hen  what  iigniHes  his  gooJ-na- 
'?"  anfwered  I ;  *  or,  how  do  you 
w  that  he  has  anyt" 


.  During  this  dialogue  between  us,  tb« 
rclt  of  the  company  had  turned  their  dif- 
courfc  wholly  upon  icandalj  and  few 
Imputations  were  fpared  by  tliem,  that 
were  good  enough  to  be  thought  'worib 
attacking. 

The  good-natured  man  fat  filentlf 
attentive,  and  with  great  humanity  let 
ihi-m  alnife  his  abfcnt  friends  as  muck 
as  they  tliought  fit. 

When  that  >yas  over,  he  begin  tocn- 
tertain  us  with  his  forrow  for  the  deatk 
of  a  noble  perlbn,  who,  he  faid,  liad  boem 
his  patron  and  benefa^or:  but,  me- 
tliought,  he  talked  of  it  mightily  at  big 
eafe\  and  the  lady  who  bad  given  me 
his  charader,  whilpered  me,  that  not- 
withftanding  his  ohligationB  and  love  t» 
the  deceafed^  he  was  now  makixig  court 
to  kh  worll  enemy,  as  obfequioufly  aa 
he  ever  had  to  him. 

At  that  jnlbnt  there  came  in  a  •certain 
colonel,  who,  as  foon  as  he  faw  my 
gentleman,  ran  up  to  himj  and,  era- 
bracing  him  very  tenderly—*  My  dear 

*  Jack,'  faid  he,  *  thou  (halt  be  ii!rxMrJ( 
'  with  me  to-nightt' 

*  You  know  I  have  l>ccn  ill,'  fai4 
the  other  gently;  «  and  drinking  does 

*  not  agree  with  me.' 

*  No  matter  for  that,'  replied  the  co- 
lonel; *  you  mull  pofiiivL'ly  be  drunk 
<  before  you  (leepi  for  I  am  difappoint-> 

*  ed  of  my  cotupany,  and  will  not  be 

*  reduced  either  to  drink  by  myfelf,  or 

*  to  go  to  bed  fober.' 

T\\ti  good-natured  man  c<i\\\A  not  re- 
fift  fuch  obliging  folicitations:  he  kind- 
ly agreed  to  the  propofal;  and  all  Che 
room  exprefTed  their  apprehenfions,  diat 
his  good-nature  would  be  the  death  of 
him  fome  time  or  other. 


LETTER    XXXIV. 


SELIM,   TO  MIItZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


id  laft  night  fo  extraordinary  a 
am,  and  it  made  fuch  an  imprcf- 
IV  my  mind,  that  I  cannot  forbear 
^  tbet  an  account  of  it* 


rSOM  LOICDON* 


I  thought  I  was  tranAwrted,  on  a 
fuddcn,  to  the  palace  of  Ifpahan.  Our 
mighty  lord  was  fitting  on  a  throne,  the 
fplendor  of  which  my  eyes  could  hardly 
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bear:  at  the  foot  of  it  were  his  cmir^, 
-and  great  oiticers,  all  nroflmte  on  tlic 
ground  in  adorations,anu  exptiting  their 
fate  from  his  commands.  Around  him 
ftood  a  multitude  of  his  guards,  ready 
to  execute  any  orders  he  fliould  give, 
ind  ih-iking  terror  into  th^  heaits  of  all 
bis  fuhie6ls.  My  foul  was  awed  with 
the  majefty  of  the  fcenc ;  and  I  faid  to 
myfclf— *  Can  a  king  of  England  coui- 
"  part  himiiflf  to  this?     Can  he  whole 

•  authority  is  confined  within  the  nar- 
«  row  bounds  of  law,  pretend  to   an 

•  equality  with  a  monarch  whofc  jx>wcr 

•  h;i9  no  limits  but  his  will  ?* 

If  had  fcarcc  made  this  reflc6lion, 
when,  tummg  my  eyes  a  fecond  tin\e  to- 
wards the  throne,  inftead  of  the  fopki^ 
]  law  an  eunuch  featcd  there,  who  teemed 
to  govern  more  dcipotically  than  he. 
The  eunueb  was  foon  changed  into  a 
woman,  who  alfo  took  the  tiara  and  the 
Iv^iord;  'to  her  fucceeded  another,  and 
then  a  third :  but  before  (lie  was  well 
dbbliibed  in^  her  iear,  the  captain  of 


the  guards  that  flood  around  us  marcbed 
up  to  the  throne,  and  fcized  upon  it. 
In  that  UKMnent  I  looked,  and  bebeU 
the  fophi  lying  fti-angled  on  the  floor 
with  his  y'lTiiry  and  three  ot  hA^fubauUt 
Struck  with  honor  ai  the  fpe^lacle,  I 
left  the  palace  j  and,  goin^  oat  into  tlie 
city,  law  it  ab.indoneti  to  the  fory  o^ 
the  foldier^,  who  pillaged  all  ic*s  riches 
and  ait  the  throats  of  the  defencelefi  in- 
habitants. From  thence  I  made  my  ef- 
cape  into  the  country,  which  was  a  wafte, 
uncultivated  defart,  where  I  found  no- 
tliing  but  idlentrfs  and  want. 

*  O,'  faid  1,  *  how  much  happi^  is 

*  England,  and  bow  much  greatcj-  are 

*  it's  kings !  Their  throne  is  HUbli(heil 

*  upon  jurticc,  and  the»  efore  cannot  r«e 

*  overturned.     They  are  euaided  Sy 

*  the  afFc6liuns  of  their  peojAe,  and  hare 

*  no  military  violence  to  fear.    The? 

*  are  the  molt  to  be  honoured  of  ad 

*  p?  incc5,  bccaule  their  govcnmieni  js 

*  bcft   framed  to  make  their  fubjc£^.i 

*  rich,  happy,  and  fafc' 
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SELIMy   TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


I  Had  Tome  difcourfe  to-day  with  an 
Engliih  gentleman,  who  has  an  af- 
fcftation  of  being  thought  a  great  pki- 
hfipber:  his  pretenfions  to  it  confift  in 
nothing  clfe  but  re6ning  away  all  the 
bappincfs  of  his  life.  By  a  great  force 
of  reafoning^  he  is  arrived  at  a  total  ifif- 
relijb  oi  bimfelfy  and  as  ccmpleatan  f«- 
differettce  to   otkers.      *   I   am    quite 

*  wear\'  of  living,'  faid  he  to  me.  •  I 
«  hive  gone  through  everything  that 
«  ben;,  'he  name  of  plealure,   and  am 

*  abfoiii.cly  difguftcil  withitall.  I  have 
'  no  talte  fur  the  rommon  amufements 

*  of  wine,  women,  or  play,  becaufe  I 

*  have  experienced  the  toily  of  purfuing 

*  them;  and  as  for  bufinefs,  it  appcais 


*  to  me  to  be  more  rUiemhus  than  any 
«  of  the  three.     The  br  ?Ie  of  the  town 

*  difturbs  my  quiet,  and  in  the  coun- 

*  try  I  am  dying  of  the  fplcen.    I  he- 

*  licve  I  fhall  go  wiih  ycm  into  Perha, 

*  only  to  chan|:c  the  fcene  a  little;  and 
'  when  I  am  tired  of  being  there,  take 
<  a  dofe  of  opium^  and  remove  to  the 

*  other  world.' 

I  hope,  Mirza,  that  thou  and  I  Aiall 
never  know  what  it  is  to  bc_/&  nuift\ 
but  make  the  bed  of  tliofe  comforts  and 
delights  which  nature  has  kindly  be- 
llowed upon  us,  and  endeavour  to  dif- 
fule  them  as  wide  as  poflible*  by  the 
praflice  of  thofe  virtues  from  vdiich 
they  flow. 


LETTER    XXXVL 

SELIM,   TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


rtOM  LONBOK. 


THERE  is  another  gentleman  of 
my  acquaintance,  who  is  zpbUo- 
fipber^  but  of  a  fyiecics  very  dift'erent 
from  him  I  dciciibcd  to  thtt  mm^  Vait. 


He  is  pollefled  of  a  confiderable  eftatc^ 
which  his  friends  are  as  much  maftcrsof 
as  he :  his  children  lovs  him  out  of  a 
^uikci^le  Qi^atitudt^  by  far  more  ca- 

4euis^ 
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than  ihut  of  duiy\  and  his  fer- 
jnAdtr  him  as  'a. father y  whom  it 
e  unnatural  tor  them  not  to  obey, 
mants  are  never  hurt  by  drought 
becaufe  the  goodnefs  of  their 
kfcs  amends  for  the  inclemency 

vrhole  country  looks  gay  about 
lling,  and  you  may  tiace  all  his 
s  by  his  bounties, 
t  not  ftrange,'  I  have  often  heard 
,  •  that  men  (hould  be  fo  deli- 
s  not  to  bear  a  difagreeabU  pic- 
in  tiicir  hotifes,  and  yet  force 
face  they  fee  about  them  to  wear 
'id   of  uneadnefs   and   difcon- 

therc  any  objeft  fo  pleafing  to 
c,  as  the  fight  of  a  man  whom 
are  obliged?  or  any  mufick  Ilo 
ible  to  the  cir,  as  the  voice  of 
lat  pwns  you  for  his  benefa£lor?* 
\%  alfo  a  deep  fenfe  of  religion; 
>  io  far  from  cafting  a  gloom  over 


4« 

his  mind,  that  it  is  to  that  chiefly  he 
owes   his   conftant  ferenity.      *  Were 

*  there  no  reward,''  faid  he  to  me  in  our 
laft  converfation,  *  for  virtue  after  thl« 
'  life,  a  wife  .man  would  pra£U(e  it  for 

*  it's  own  beauty   and  reafbnablene& 

*  heri'^  yet  the  wifcft  man,  in  that  cafe, 

*  might  be  unhappy  from  the  perveriitf 
'  of  accidents:  but  he  who  adds  to  d»t 
<  fUafiir4i  of  *uiriue  the  bopts  of  /v£- 
'  giotty  has  no  excufe  for  finking  under 
'  any  misfortune;  and*  without  the  ez- 

*  travagance  of  philofophical  pride,  majr 

*  always  find  a  refource  in  his  mind,  as 
'  much  fuperior  to  all  human  events^ 

*  as  the  innnite  extent  of  eternity  is  be* 

*  yond  the  ihort  bounds  of  human  do* 

*  ration.^ 

Such  are  the  notions  of  this  man  con- 
cerning bappinefi\  and  it  is  probable 
they  are  not  very  inrongt  for  he  himfelf 
is  nc\'Qr  put  of  humour  J  nor  is  itpofUbk 
to  be  fo  itt  his  compaaj  *• 
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SELIM,   TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


riOM  LONDOir. 


It  laft  night  with  my  friend  to 
a  lady  v^iofe  houfe  Is  the  fa- 
rclbrt  of  the  moft  agreeable  neo- 
oth  ftrxes.  The  lady  herfclf  re- 
iic  with  .1  good  breeding,  which 
1  was  the  refult  of  good  fenfe  : 
ted  me  as  a  granger  that  came 
not  like  a  monfter  that  came  to 
;  and  feemed  more  dcfirous  to 
in  a  good  light  herfclf  to  me, 
a  Pcrfian,  than  to  fet  me  in  a 
r.s  one  to  her  company.  The 
ition  turned  upon  various  fub- 

all  which  fhe  bore  a  confidcia- 
t  not  a  petulant  or  over-bearing 
id  with  modefly  fhcwed  herfclf  a 
of  mod  of  the  living  languages, 

unacquainted  with  ancient  and 
hrilory. 

reft  of  the  company  had  their  due 
f  the  converfation,  which  was 
>i\  with  fpirlt  and  good  manners, 
itleman  in  particular  diftinguifh- 
:lf  by  the  fuperiority  of  his  wit, 
inied  with  (o  much  delicacy  and 
fsy  that  none  who  heard  him  felt 


themfelves  hurt  by  that  pre-emintnM 
which  he  aione  feemed  not  to  be  con- 
fcious  of. 

*His  wit  was  all  founded  on  good 
fcnfc}  it  was  wit  which  a  Perfian  cotili 
comprehend  as  eafily  as  an  Englishman; 
wliereas  mofl  that  I  have  met  with  from 
other  men,  who  are  ambitious  of  being 
admired  for  thataceomplifliment,  is  con- 
fined not  only  to  the  tafte  of  their  own 
countrymen,  but  to  that  of  their  owa 
peculiar  fet  of  fnends.  When  this  gov* 
tleman  had  entertained  us  for  an  hotir 
or  two,  with  the  juflcfl,  as  well  as  live- 
lied  remarks,both  on  perfons  and  things* 
that  I  ever  heard,  be  went  away;  and^ 
to  comfort  U5  for  lofing  him,  there  came 
in  the  man  of  great  good-nature  f  whom 
I  defcribcd  to  thee  in  one  of  my  former 
letters. 

This  courteous  ferfon  hearing  all  of 
us  very  vjrarra  in  praife  of  the  other* t 
wit,  joined  in  wiui  us,  but  ended  his 
panegyrick  with  a  plain,  though  indi- 
re6l  infmuation,  that  there  was  a  fa^ 
tirUalturn  in  it,  which  rendered  it  very 


Thii  IS  evidently  the  portraic  of  our  noble  author^  f  ithtc. 
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Sungerovs,  and  ttiat  tfic  gcntlei-nan  couM 
jlof  poflibly  be  fo  wttly  but  at  the  cx- 
pnce  of  his  good-natair, 

I  could  not  help  being  quite  angr>'  at 
fo  impertinent  and  ill-grciunded  a  if- 
ile^ion,  on  a  man  for  whom  T  had  con- 
ceived a  fjTL'it  cfteem,  and  dcfire*!  to 
know  why  he  Inppofed  him  to  be  iil-nn- 
fartd^  only  bcc^iufc  he  Nvas  not  </«//. 

•  Has  he  abiift  d,'  faid  I,  *  any  woithy^ 
'  man?  has  he  defamed  any  womin  of 

•  good  char*i61f.r?  If  all  the  edge  of  his 

•  wit  is  turned  on  thofc  who  are  inrtly 

•  the  o*vc^ii  of  ridicule,  his  wit  is  as 

•  great  a  benefit  to  private  life,  as  the 

•  fword  of  the  mugiltrate  is  to  the  pub- 

•  lick: 

My  gcrtkman,  fearing  to  be  drawn 
into  a  difpute  which  he  could  not  cai  ry 
on  without  cxpofing  the  fccrct  cn\y  of 
his  heart,  changed  the  difrouifc;  and 
for  the  reft  of  his  ftay  among  us,  which 
iwas  not  vciT  long,  kept  a  mort  Itrifl 
iilcnce,  and  t-ive  no  other  indications  oi 
life,  but  th.it  of  laughing  whtrnevrr  anv 


body  laii^ 


and  nods  and  ^^ciiuic-s  of 


approbalion  to  whoever  fpokc. 

Ths;  mon.'nt  he  wa«;  gone,  T  told  my 
fnc:n<l,  thiit  1  dill  not  much  wonder  to 
fee  that  ;;cnti.m:in  in  jnixcd  umpany, 
whi !(:  it  \v  ir.  i-nough  that  he  gave  no  of- 
fence j  but  th?r,  in  a  fcleft  focicty  as 
this  was,  he  fliould  be  received  only 
from  a  g*n«.Tal  notion  of  his  good- na- 
ture, whicli  was  fup:ioit:d  by  no  one 
aflioii  of  hii  lif.-,  fceirsf  I  to  inc  ciijirtr- 
ly  uniccountaMe.  For,'  tven  aViow- 
inj;  I'.Is  pretenf.ons  to  ti^at  title,  1  was 
furpii/td  ihit  furh  a  ch.iraiUr  Ihoiild 
be  Cojcarce,  as  to  make  it  i'o  verj-  va- 
luable. 

*  I  can  eafily  conceive,'  continued  T, 

*  .that  th;*  notorious  reverie  of  that  v-r- 

•  tuc  woidd  b*  a  good  i*eafon  to  turn  a 

*  man  out  cj  c^mpavy\  but  I  cannot 
«  think  that  tlie  poflTcirjon  of  that  vir- 

•  tuc,  deftitute  of*  all  oihLj'S,  is  a  icaibn 
*■  for  Utting  him  into  tt: 

*  If  you  \iiil  keep  my  fccrct,'  re- 
plied my  friend,  *   I  will  tell  you  the 

•  whole  truth;  but  if  you  difcovcr  me, 
»  iaiallpafsfari//-;ytf/tfr^./myfclf.  Vo:i 

*  muft  know  th.^n,  thut  there  are  alv^ut 
'  tliis  town  ten  Uioufdnd  fucli  ftflluw;» 


'  as  this,  who,  without  .7  gra'rt  of  Joiif 

*  or  merit,  make  ihcir  way  by  iw ipro* 

*  cally  complimenting  one  anotlut. 
'  Their  numbers  make  them  fonni.fi- 

*  ble,  cfp^cially  fupportevl,  as  they  a.v, 

*  by   the  fair- lex.       Tliey  fne-ik  into 

*  good  company,  like  do^s,  after  fom? 

*  man  of  fenfe,  whom  thcv  feem  to  ht- 

*  long  to;  where  they  neltW  ^ori  nor 

*  bitey  but  cringe  and  fawn\  lb  ibt 

*  neither  good  manners  nor  huminiry 

*  will  allow  one  to  kick  them  out,  till 
'  at  laft  they  acquire  a  fort  of  right  hj 
'  fufferance.     They " prcferve  thoi r  ch: - 

*  racier  by  having  no  will  of  thtir  ow-n, 

*  which  in  reality  is  owing  to  their  hav- 

*  ing  no  diftinijuilhing  judgment:  thfv 

*  ai^i  all  pofTcfled  of  Ibnio  degree  of  cu.- 

*  ning;  and  their  pa/nons  are  too  hw 

*  and  dull  to  break  in  u}x>n  It,  or  hur- 

*  ry  diem  into  the  indifcrctions  of  m":! 

*  of  parts.     Be  fides,    they  know  thai 

*  they  are  in  a  conftant  ft  ate  of  pmbi- 
<  tion,    where   the    leafl    tinnfgje*':-'? 

*  damns  them:  they  cany  no  comjva- 

*  fatlon  about  thcin;  for  a^Ji'ye  fai.i'* 

*  will  not  be  borne,  where  thjrc  ar:  it 

*  bellbut  «f^/i/ii;/ virtues.     ThcfiTi-l 

*  number  of  people  of  fenle  are  fjrc.l 

*  to  fub)j^.it  in  this,  as  in  mi:iv  oti  . 

*  filly  cullom;*,  to  a  tyn-annicil  ura')- 

*  rity,  and  lavifh  undefcrvcdly  the  val  i- 

*  able  chara6(cr  of  good -nature,  to  av;  ■. ! 

*  being  as  uniuftly  bi-andcd  wi'Ji  :li-: 

*  of  iil-naturc  thtint'elvcs/ 

*  ^'light  not  another  reafi»n  be  j^ivti 

*  for  it-'  anfwercd  I.  *  Aix*  not  \M'tfy 

*  dind  felf-love  the  great  caufes  of  r.  •: 

*  only  the  toleration,  but  the  prlviltgu 

*  thefe  people  enjoy  ?  and  clo«.s  net  !:• 

*  curity  from  cenfure,  ccrtainry  of  ap- 

*  plaulc,  or  the  difcovciyof  ancmin.rt 
'  fiipciiority,  prevail  with  thofe  ol  li^ 

*  bttl  parts  to  really  like,  what  they 

*  only  pi-etend  to  luffcT,  tlu?  conwrti' 

*  tion  of  thofe  of  the  worftr' — '  VerT 

*  poiribly*'  replied  my  friend:  *  at  \si 

*  iV-j  vanity ofthc  wifcft  is  certtiinly ti 

*  comfort  of  the  weakeft,  and  fcein>  m 

*  be  given  as  an  allay  to  fuperior  uo- 

*  denlandings,  like  carw  to  fuper:orft> 

*  tions,  to  prcferve  a  certain  degree  of 

*  equality    that    Providence    iour-U 

*  among  mankind.' 
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LETTER   XXXVIII. 


SELIMy   TO    MIRZA    AT    ISPAHAN. 


FROM    LONDON. 


IHad  ycftcrday  th«  plcafurc  of  a  fpec- 
tacle,  than  which  nothing  is  more 
ftr iking  to  a  foreigner,  becaufe  he  can 
have  a  right  idea  of  it  no  whei-e  elfe  :  I 
faw  the  three  eilates  of  the  kin&^dom  af- 
fembled  in  parliament.  The.  king  was 
on  his  throne  in  all  his  maiedy;  around 
htm  fat  the  peers  in  their  different  robes; 
at  the  bar  itood  the  fpeaker  of  the  com- 
mons, attended  by  tne  houfe.  Accuf- 
tomed  as  I  am  to  the  fublime  court  of 
our  great  emperor,  I  beheld  this  fccne 
with  much  more  reverence,  but  it  was 
reverence  mixed  with  love.  Now,  and 
never  till  now,  did  I  fee  a  true  image  of 
ci*uU  go'vernmcnty  the  fupport  and  per- 
fc^ion  of  human  fociety.  A  tyrant's 
court  is  no  more  worthy  to  be  compared 
with  this  affembly,  than  a  lion's  den 
with  a  temple.  Here  fuch  laws  as,  af- 
ter mature. and  free  deliberation,  have 
« obtained  the  concurrence  of  the  nobles 
and  commons^  receive  the  royal  -ajjenti 


nor  can  any  bind  the  people,  which  have 
not  the  authority  of  that  trifle fanSlion, 
A  gentleman  who  came  wiih  me  made 
me  obferve,  that  when  the  commons 
fent  up  the  fubfidies  granted  to  the 
king,  he  thanked  them  for  them,  as  an 
acknowledgment  that  he  had  no  power 
to   raife  them  without   their   confent. 

*  Anciently,'  added    he,  *  fupplies  of 

*  money  and  redi-efs  of  grievances  went 

*  together;  but  fuch  is  the  nrefcnt  hap- 
'  pinefs  of  our  condition,  that  we  have 
'  more  money  than  ever  to  bcftow,  and 

*  no  grievances  at  all  to  be  redrcfled.' 

*  I  have  heard,'  faid  I,  *  that  when 

*  thefe  gifts  ai-e  moit  liberal,  they  have 

*  a  natural  tendency,  like  plentiful  ex- 

*  halations  drawn  from  the  earth,  to  fall 

*  again   upon   the  place  from  whence 

*  ihcy  came.'* 

He  was  going  to  anfwcr  me,  when 
the  houfe  rofe,  and  put  an  end  to  my 
enquii'ics. . 


LETTER   XXXIX. 


SELIM,   TO    MIRZA 


THIS  morning  I  received  a  vifit 
from  the  gentleman  under  whofe 
condu6l  I  had  been  at  the  houfe  of  lords. 
After  fome  general  difcourfe  upon  that 
AibjcA,  he  afkcd  me  what  I  thought  of 
their  nobilit)'. 

'  I  am  too  great  a  ftrangcr,'  anfwcr- 
cd  I,  *  to  have  formed  a  right  opinion 

•  of  what  they  art;  but,  if  you  pleai'e,  I 

•  will  tell  you  freely  what  I  think  they 
«  (hould  be. 

*  An  £ngli(h  nobleman  fhould  be  a 

•  ftrenuous  affertcr  of  tlie  privileges  of 

•  the  people,  becaufe  he  ib  perpetually 

•  entrulled  with  tlie  care  of  them;  and 

•  at  the  fame  time  defirous  to  prcfcrve 

•  the  jull  rights  of  the  crown,  becaufe 
<  it  is  the  fource  from  which  his  honour 

•  is  derived. 

*  He  fhould  have  an  eftate  that  might 
'  fet  him  above  dcpendancc;  and  employ 

•  the  fuperfluitics,  if  fuch  there  v/ere. 


AT   ISPAHAN. 

ritoM  LONOoir. 

*  not  in  improving  luxury,  but  in  cx- 

*  tending  charity. 

'  He  Ihould  make  his  dignity  eafy  to 

*  his  inferiors  by  the  modelty  and  iSm- 

*  plicity  of  his  behaviour;  nor  ever  think 

*  hiinlelf  too  ^reat  for  the  loweft  office* 

*  of  friendfliip  and  liuminity. 

*  He  /liouKl  claim  no  privilege  that 

*  might  exempt  him  iVoni  the  Ilrifteft 

*  rules  of  juftice;  and  afford  his /ro/^f- 

*  tiorit  not  to  men  ohtioxious  to  the  la-iv, 

*  but  to  evcrv  njodelt  virtue  and  ufcful 

*  art.'^ 

*  The  chara^^er   you  hr.ve  drawn,' 
replied  my  friend,  *  thouLih  it  be  rare, 

*  yet  is  not  imaginary:  lome  thcix-  are 

*  to  whom  ftill   it  may  belong;  and  it 
*^  i-minentiy  exills  in  a  young  noblcmani 

*  granJjon  and  heir  to  a  lute  illuArious 

*  commander*,  v-hofe  fjame^  even   ia 
'  Perlia,  is  not  unkno-wn** 


*  Duke  of  Mailboiou^\\t 


\A-"L'^^ 


4+ 


PERSIAN  LETTERS, 


LETTER   XL. 


SELIM,   TO    MIRZA    AT   ISPAHAK. 


TKOM    LOKDCH. 


THE  Englifli  are  bicft  with  fomt 
privileges  which  no  other  nation 
now  in  the  world  tnjoys  in  lb  high  a 
degree.  One  is,  that  they  cannot  be 
long  deprived  of  tht-ir  liberty  upon  fu- 
fpicion  of  any  crime, not  even  ot  tiealon 
itfelf,  without  being  brought  to  a  trial: 
another  is,  that  they  cannot  be  torturedy 
either  to  force  a  confcfllon  of  what  is 
laid  to  thcii  charge,  or  a  dif<rovei-y  of 
their  accomplices.  It  is  a  wonderful 
^ing,  that  even  in  many  free  ftat^s, 
thtTe  two  tflfentiai  rights  of  human  na- 
ture have  not  been  I'ccured :  for  ran  any 
thing  be  more  iep:ik;Pant  to  natiiml  jul- 
tice,  than  to  puniih  without  proof  of  a 
crime  ?  Or  is  there  a  greater  punifh^ 
-nienr  than  long  imprifonment  and  the 
iiifli6tion  of  violent  pain,  ei«  her  of  which 
is  worfe  than  death  to  an  innocent  man? 
From  both  thefc  evils  the  Engiilh  are 
guarded  by  their  excellent  laws;  which 
have  alfo  plovided,  that  none  (hall  un- 
dcrL;o  the  vexation  and  /hame  of  a  trial 
in  a  criminal  r?.ufc  without  theconfcnt 
of  twelve  of  ihcir  countrymen,  who  are 
called  the  grand  jury-y  nor  can  fen- 
tencc  be  pallid  Myi.u  them,  but  by  the 
unanimous  voice  of  twelve  more  of  their 
equ.iW,  with  as  ftrong  provifions  (in 
trials  for  ueafon  efpeciylly)  againft  any 
influence  of  fenr  or  conuption,  as  hu- 
man laws  are  able  to  frame.  To  thefe 
glorious  privileges  is  added  the  right  of 
being  taxed  by  none  but  their  reprelcn- 


tatives,  of  advifmg  the  king  in  a  parlia« 
mentary  manner  upon  all  matters  of 
government,  of  enquiring  into  the  con- 
du6l  of  minifters,  of  arraitrning  the 
guilty,  and  taking  them  out  of  the  ihd- 
ter  of  the  throne,  liberty  of  fpecch  in 
parliament,  and  liberty  of  writing  and 
publiihing  with  all  decent  freedom  what 
every  man  thinks  upon  publick  aifain. 

When  I  confider  all  thefe  advantages, 
and  reflet  on  the  ftate  I  am  in  when  in 
my  own  country,  expofed  upon  the 
lighteft  fufpicion  to  be  Ihut  up  in  a  pri- 
fon,  to  be  tortured  there,  and,  ifcvw 
brought  out  from  thence,  to  be  tried  by 
a 'partial  judge,  poflibly  by  my  accufer 
himfclf,  to  have  my  eftate  taken  from 
me  at  the  emperor's  pleafure,  ha^ngno 
means  of  redrcfs  agamll  him  or  his  mi- 
niAers,  and  deprived  of  the  power  erai 
to  complain;  when  I  refle£l  on  all  this, 
I  cannot  Init  look  upon  the  loweft  fab- 
jeft  of  England  with  envy,  and  with  it- 
fpc6>,  as  I  fhould  on  a  being  of  an  or- 
der fuperior  to  mine. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  were  there  an 
Engli Hunan  wicked  and  foolifti  enough, 
to  give  up  the  leaft  of  thefe  rights  for 
any  temptation  of  fortune  or  power,  I 
Ihould  look  down  upon  him,  however 
exalted  by  tides  or  wealth,  with  rooie 
contempt  than  upon  the  loweft  Have  io 
my  feraglio:  for,  if  Mfnviiltmg JUnay 
be  the  woi*ft  of  misfortunes,  viiMMtofj 
ferwitude  is  the  bafefl  of  crimes. 


LETTER   XLL 


8ELIM,    TO  MIREA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


ABOUT  a  fortnight  ago,  I  went, 
in  company  with  one  of  my  ac- 
quaintance, to  (ee  a  place  in  this  city, 
called  the  Exchange^  which  is  the  gene- 
ral  rendezvo\Js  of  all  the  merchants,  not 
only  of  England,  but  the  whole  trading 
world .  I  never  yet  came  ioto  ^an  affem- 
bfy  with  fo  mncn  refpcc^  ts  into  this. 
«  Thefe,'  faid  I  to  my  friend,  '  are  the 
'  moft  ufeful,  and  tneitfott  tVvt  fMlflL 
'  b9WurabUi  of  xnanklod.    T^  vc^ 


vaoM  toKSox* 


*  met  here  to  cany  on  the  common  bap- 

*  pinefs ;  their  gmtu  are  the  ad*umiaagi 
'  of  the  publ ick ;  and  their  ia6§mr  na!ki» 
<  the  eapt  of  human  life.* 

I  had  fcarce  fpoke  theft  words,  whea 
he  carried  me  out  into  a  iteigtbomvif 
alley,  where  I  alfo  faw  (bme  bufy  Cves, 
but  which  looked,  methought,  Tcry  dif- 
ferent from  the  otters,  •  Tbe^,  fiid 
bfc^  '  are  a  foit  of  tradtrs^  whole  whole 
^  V>a!o2&KS3^  '>&  ^^\&i«^  "wc^iSk  rise  com- 
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•  pafs  of  this  alley,  where  they  creite  a 

•  kind  of  ebb  ami  flow,  which  they 

•  know  how  to  turn  to  good  account  j 

•  but  which  is  deftruf^ive  to  all  trade, 

•  except  their  cnvn.     Nay,  they  have 
«  fometimes  raifed  fuch  violent  ttmfefls 

•  herty  that  half  the  wealth  of  the  nation 

•  has  been  funk  by  it.' 

*  Tlicy  arc  then  a  fort  of  magicians y 
mnfwcrcd  I. 

*.  A  tfioft  diabolical  wt  truly,'  repli- 
ed he;  *  and,  what  is  moft  wonderful, 

•  the  mafiers  of  the  art  have  the  fccret  to 

•  render  thcmfelvcs  in*vijiblez   though 
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*  they  are  always  «virtuaUy  prefent  here, 
'  they  never  appear  to  vulgar   eyes  j 

*  but  fome  of  their  imps  are  frequently 

*  difcorered,  and  by  their  motions  the 
'  (kilful  in  this  trafnck  fteer  their  courfe 

*  and  rcETulate  their  ventures.' 

V^Tiilc  he  was  fayinp  this  to  nie,  there 
came  up  to  us  an  ill-looked  fellow, 
and  aikcd  if  we  had  2.T\yfiock  to  fell. 

My  friend  whifpercd  me  in  the  car> 
that  this  was  an  imp:  I  ftarted;  called 
on  Mahomet  to  protect  mc,  and  made 
the  bcft  of  my  way  out  of  the  alley. 


LETTER    XLII. 


SELIM,    TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


FROM  tOM90K* 


THAT  Abdallah,  whom  I  men- 
tioned in  a  former  letter,  is  gone 
from  England.  Thou  wilt  be  affe6Ved 
with  the  virtue  of  the  man,  when  I  tell 
thee  the  caufe  of  his  departure.  He  fent 
lift  week  to  defire  I  would  come  to  him ; 
I  came,  and  found  him  oppneded  with 
the  deeped  fon*ow.  *  Ah,  Selim,*  faid 
he  to  mc,  *  I  muft  leave  thee  :  I  muft 

•  go,  and  difcharge  my  duty  to  the  beft 

•  of  fathers}  I  mull  give  my  all  for  him 

•  to  whom  I  owe  it.'  At  thcfe  words, 
he  put  a  letter  into  my  hand,  which  he 
had  ju ft  received  the  day  before  :  I  found 
by  it,  that  his  father,  who  was  a  mer- 
chant, in  a  voyage  from  Grand  Cairo 
to  Aleppo,  was  taken  by  a  cruizer  of 
the  ifle  of  Malta;  and,  being  unable 
htmfelf  to  pay  his  ranfom,  had  written 
to  his  fon  to  do  it  for  him.      *  Thou 

•  knoweft,'  faid  he  to  me,   *  that  I  am 

•  not  rich;  to  raife   the  fum  demanded 

•  for  my  father's  liberty,  I  muft  fell  all 

•  my  effc£>s,  and  leave  myfelf  without 

•  the  means  of  a  fubfiftence,  except 

•  what  my  labour  can  procure  mc.  But 

•  my  own  diftrcfs  is  not  what  concerns 

•  me  moft  J   the  fear  of  poverty  cannot 

•  fright  me  from  my  duty;  I  only  grieve 

•  for  the  fate  of  my  poor  wife,   whom 

•  the  ruin  of  ray  fortune  will  expofe  to 

•  indigence  and  fhame.     Ittsior  her 

•  fake  that  I  have  fent  for  you;  and  I 

•  conjure  you,  by  all  our  friendftiip,  by 

•  the  prophet  and  the  God  whom  we 

•  adore,  not  to  refufe  me  the  firft  favour 
«  I  ever  aiked.'  When  he  had  faid 
this,  be  opened  the  door  of   another 


room,  where  I  faw  a  beautiful  woman 
in  the  Turkifh  habit,  who,  with  a  rao- 
defty  peculiar  to  our  eaftern  ladies,  en- 
deavoured to  conceal  herfelf  from  my  re- 
gards. *  Come  hither,  Zelis,'  faid  mf 
friend,  *  and  fee  the  man  whom  I  have 

*  chofen  to  protc6l  you:  fee  him  who 

*  muft  fhortly  be  your  huft)and,  in  the 

*  room  of  the  unfortunate  Abdallah.* 
Then,  turning  to  me,  and  weeping  bit- 
terly—*  This/  cried  he,  *  O  Selim  !  i% 

*  the  grace  for  which  I  am  a  fuppliant : 

*  permit  me  to  give  her  to  a  man  who  I 

*  know  will  ufehervMcU;  I  am  refolved 

*  to  divorce  her  this  very  inftant,  ac- 

*  cording  to   the  power  allowed  me  by 

*  our  law,  if  y^u  will  confent  to  take 

*  her  for  your  wife;  nor  could  the  fophi 

*  himfelf  make  you  a  prefent  of  greater 

*  value.     If  the  charms  of  her  perion 

*  arc  not  fufficient  to  recommend  her  to 

*  you,  know  that  her  mind  is  ftill  fairer 

*  and  more  accompllfhed.     I  brought 

*  her  with  me  into  England  three  yeai*» 

*  ago,  in  all  which  time  (he  has  hardly 

*  ftirred  out  of  my  houfe,  nor  defired 

*  anv  company  but  mine.     Itisimpof- 

*  fiblc  to  be  happier  with  a  wife  than  I 

*  have  been  with  her;  nothing  fhould 

*  ever  have  prevailed  on  me  to  part  with 

*  her,  but  the  dcfire  to  fcpai-ate  her  from 

*  my  misfoitimes,  and  to  procure  her  a, 

*  maintenance  agreeable  to  her  birth  aiid 

*  merit,  which  I  am  no  longtr  able  to 

*  provide  for  her  royftlf . ' 

He  had  fcaree  ended,  when  the  lady, 
tearing  her  hair,  and  beating  the  whiteft 
hreaft  I  ever  faw,  implored  hiili  not  to 
O  1  ^S^^ 
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think  of  a  feparstlon,^  more  painful  to 
her  than  anymifcry  that  i>overty  could 
reduce  her  to. 

After  many  paflionatc  exprciTions  of 
her  love,  Iht  declared  that  (he  would  ac- 
company him  to  Malta,  and  beg  her 
bread  with  him  afterwards  if  it  was  ne- 
ccflary,  rather  than  ftay  behind  in  the 
mod  affluent  condition.  But  he  ^ofi- 
tivei)  refu fed  to  let  her  go,  and  inlifted 
upon  giv'ng  her  to  me,  as  the  only  ex- 
pedient to  m.tke  him  cafy.     *  To  cany 

*  her  with  me,'  faidhe,  *  would  be  expof- 

*  ing  her  to  fuch  dangers  and  wants,  as 

*  I  cannot  endure  even  to  think  of:  but 

*  lefs  can  I  bear  the  thought  of  leaving 

*  her  here,  in  a  nation  of  infidels,  among 

*  women  'who  kavegi'ven  up  modefiy^  and 

*  men  who  profefs  to  make  ivar  upon  it 

*  wherever  it  is  to  be  found.  Your  houfc 

*  is  the  only  afylum  to  which  her  virtue 

*  can  fafcly  retire.      As  your  wife,  (he 

*  will  be  proteftcd from  any  infult,  even 

*  in  this  landof  UcentioufnefsJ*  To  tliefe 
words  of  Abdallah,  Zclis  replied  with 
many  arguments,  but  with  more  tears, 
I  continued  fome  time  a  fdcnt  witnels 
of  this  exti-aordinary   difputej    but  at 


laft,  feeing  him  detennined  to  divorce 
her,  I  told  him,  I  would  accept  her  i\ 
a  trcafure  committed  to  ray  hands,  not 
for  my  own  ufc,  but  to  fecure  it  for  iny 
friend :  that  (he  (hould  remain  with  mV 
under  the  chal^ftcr  of  my  wife,  but  1 
would  always  be  a  (Iranger  to  her  bed; 
and  if  at  his  retum  he  found  bimfelf  in 
circumdances  fuificient  to  maintain  htr, 
I  would  rcdorc  hv  back  again  to  him 
untfmchcd;  or,  in  cafe  they  (hould  mu- 
tually defirc  it,  caiT)-  her  with  me  to 
my  icraglio  in  the  eaft.  They  were 
both  much  comforted  with  this  aifur- 
ancc;  and  Zelis  confented  to  ftay  with 
me,  fince  Abdallah  commanded  it.  The 

f)Oor  man  embarked  for  Malta  the  fl- 
owing week,  with  his  whole  fortune  on 
board  for  his  father's  ranfom,  and  left 
me  fo  touched  at  his  filial  piet)',  that  I 
made  an  offer  to  pay  part  of  it  myielfj 
but  he  told  me  I  had  done  enough  for 
him  in  taking  care  of  what  wus  deirttl 
to  him  upon  earth,  and  ref  ufed  any  fur- 
ther fuccour  from  me. 


N.  B.  This  ftory  is  refuraed  in  Letter 

LXXVI. 


LETTER  XLIII. 


SELIM,  TO  MIRZA    AT  ISPAHAN. 


mov  r.oNniK. 


1  Lately  fell  into  difcourfc  with  an 
Engliihman,  who  hns  well  examin- 
ed the  conftitution  of  his  country.  I 
bcj^fii^cd  him  to  tell  mc  what  he  thought 
of  the  prcfent  ftate  of  it.     *  Two  princi- 

*  pal  evils,"  anlwcred  he,  *  are  making 

*  way  for  arbitrary  power,  if  the  court 

*  (hould  ever  be  inclined  to  take  advan- 

*  tagc  of  them, viz.  the  abufe  of  ourwealth 

*  and  the  abufe  of  our  eloquence :  the  laft 

*  is,  if  poftible,  more  mifchievous  than 

*  the  firft;  for   it  fcduccs  thofe  whom 

*  money  could  notcoiTuot:    it   is  the 

*  moft  pernicious  of  all  our  refinements, 

*  antl  the  moll  to  be  dreadeil  in  a  free 
'*  country.      To  fpcak  truth  is  the  pri- 

*  vilcgc  of  afretmanj  to  do  it  roundly 

*  and  plainly,  is  his  glcry !  thus  it  was 

*  that  the  ancient  Romans  debated  every 

*  thinaf  that  concerned  the  common- 

*  weal  til,    at  a  time   when   thty   beft 

*  knew  how  to  govern,  before  Greece 

*  had  infc^edthtm  with  rhetorick.    As 

*  nothing  was  propoum\tvi  lo  \ivtm>w\t\\ 
'  dii^iit^  they  eafiV^  iuAg&^>N\i2k!L>»rt* 


*  moft  for  their  honour   and  inttrdt 

*  But  the  thing  called  £Io<]uencc  hen; 

*  is  of  another  kind  :  it  is  lefs  the  tilcri 

*  of  enforcing  truth,  than  of  impolisg 

*  falfehood ;  it  doi*s  not  depend  on  a 
,  *  tnie   knowledge  of  the  matter  in  (U- 

'  bate,  for  generally  it  aims  at  nothing 

*  more  than  a  f^^cious  appearance:  iKt 

*  is  wifdom  a  neccirary  quality  in  tJ"? 

*  compofition  of  an  orator;  he  can  w 

*  without  it  vciy  well,  provided  hi:  h» 

*  the   happy   facility    of     difcourfinj: 

*  fmooihly,  and  aflerting  boldly.'  I 
own  to  thee,  Mirza,  this  account  fur- 
prized  me:  we  have  no  knowledge  in 
the  eaft  of  fuch  an  doquence  as  thi( 
man  defcribed ;  it  is  our  cuftom  to  fpei)^ 
naturally  and  pertinently,  without  cwr 
imagining  that  tliere  was  an  art  in  it,  or 
that  it  was  poflfible  to  talk  finely  upon  s 
fubjcft  which  we  do  not  underlland. 

*  Pray,  Sir,'  faid  I,  <  when  thefeofi- 

*  tors  you  tell  me  of  have  been  caogirf 
<  two  or  three  times  in  a  /jr/,  do  Dotym 

^  \xt.^V'^^x&L'm^^>^xx9«^contflnpt'' 
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•^*  Qjiite  the  contrary /anfwered  he;  *the 

*  whole  merit  ami  pri.le  of  their  profcfRon" 

*  Is  to  iitcei'vei  they  arc  to  lay  falfc  co- 

*  lours  upon  eveiy  thing  j  and  the  greater 

*  the  impofition  is,  the  greater  their  repu- 

*  tation.   The  orator  who  can  only  per- 

*  fuade  us  to  aft  againft  fjinc  of  our  leflTer 

*  intereilsy  is  but  a  genius  of  xha/econJ 

*  rate-y  but  he  who  can  compel  us  by  his 

*  eloquence  to  violate  the  raoftcficntial, 

*  is  an  abUman  indeeJ,^nd  will  certainly 

*  rife fvery high.  Iluppofeitmaybeyour 

*  cuftom  in  Perha  to  beftow  employ- 

*  ments  on  fuch  nerfons  as   have  par- 

*  ticularly  qualified  thcmfelvcs  for  them : 

*  you  put  the  care  of  tlic  anny  and  the 

*  marine  into  the  hands  of  foldiers  and 

*  feamcn;  you  make  one  man  fe crctary 

*  of  ftatc,  bccaufe  he  has  been  bred  in 

*  foreign  courts,  and  underftands  the  irt- 

*  tcrcils  of  your  nt*ij;hbouring  princes; 

*  to  another  you  trull  the  revenue,  be- 

*  caui'e  he  is  Ikilful  in  oeconomy,   and 

*  has  proved  himfelf  a^ovj  the  tcmpta- 

*  tion  of  embezzling  wh?.t  pr.lTes  througli 

*  his  hands.' — *  Ye?,'  icplicd  I,  *  ihi:  is 

*  furcly  the  right  mc;holj  and   I  con- 

*  elude  it  mull  be  yours/ — *  No,'  faid 
he;  *  we  are  above  thofc  vulgar  preju- 

*  dices;  fuch  qualifications  are  not  re - 

*  quiiite  among  us:  to  be  fit  for  a;iy  or 

*  all  of  thcfe  polh,  one  mult  be  a  good 

*  fpeaker    in    parliament," — *  How  T 
faid  I;  *  bccaufe  I  make  a  fine  harangue 
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*  upon  a  treaty  of  peace,  am  I  therefore 

*  fit  to  fuperintend  an  army  ?'— '  We 

*  think   fu,'  anfwercd  he :    *  And  if  I 

*  can  ptauhbiy   defend  a   minifter   of 

*  ftatc  from  a  reafonable  charge  brought 

*  againft  him,  have  I  thereby  a  title  to 

*  be  taken  into  the  adminiftratlon  ?'— 
'  Beyond  difputr,  in  this  courttry,'  an- 
fwcred  he.  *  Why  then,  by  Mahomet  P 
faid  I,  *  your  government  may  well  be 

*  fick:    what  a    didempcrcd  body  ipult 

*  th.it  be  whofe  members  are  fo  rooa- 

*  ftrouAy  out  of  joint,  that  there  is  do 

*  one  part  in  it's  proper  place!    If  my 

*  tongue  fhould  undertake  to   do   the 

*  office  of  my  head  and  arms,  the  at>- 

*  furdit)'  and  the  impotcncy  would  be 

*  juft  the  fame."" 

*  Ytt  thus,'  faid  he,  *  we  go  on; 
'  lamely  enough  1  muft  confefs;  but  ftill 

*  admiring  our  own  wife  policy,  ami 

*  laughing  at  the  reft  of  the  world.* 

•  You  may  laugh,'  replied  I,  *  fls  you 

*  think  fit:  but  if*^  the  fultan  my  nialln' 

*  had  among  his  counfellors  fuch  an 

*  orator  as  you  defcribe,  a  fellow  that 

*  would  prate  away  truth,  equity,  and 

*  common -fcnfc;  by  the  tomb  of  our 

*  holy  prophet !  he  would  make  a  mute 

*  of  him,  and  fct  him  to  watch  over  the 
'  f^^i^^^o  inltcad  of  ihtfateJ* 

At  tlufe  words  I  was  obliged  to  take 
my  Ic.ivo,  and  our  difcouric  was  broke 
otf  till  anotlicr  meeting. 


LETTER    XLIV. 


SELIXf,  TO  MIRZA 

THE  next  day  I  faw  my  friend 
again,  and  he  relumed  the  lub-ecl 
of  cIoq\iencc.  *  You  cannot  iin:u;ii.e,* 
faid  he  to  me,  *  of  what  fatal  confcqucncc 

*  this  art  of,  has  anguing  has  been  to  all 

*  free  llatcs:  good  laws  have  been  cila- 

*  blifhcd   by  wile   men,  who  were  fr.r 

*  from    being  eloquent;    and  eloquent 

*  men,  who  were  tar  from  being  w.ll*, 
'  have  every   where  deftroyed  or  cor- 

*  rupted  them.  Look  irito  hiftory,  you 
'  will  find,  that  the  fame  period  which 

*  carried   elo<juence  to  it's  perfecnon, 

*  was  almoft  alwa)rs  mortal  to  lil  ertv-. 

*  The  republicks  of  Greece,  and  tl  st  jf 

*  Rome,  tlid  not  fee  ihcirmoft  cclehiaJ- 

*  td  orator*  till  the  very  moment  that 
'  their  conllitutions  weix*  ovjrturne:!. 
'  And  how  indeed  ihould  it  be  utiur- 


AT  ISPAHAN. 

mOM  LONDON* 

'  wife  ?  When  once  it  becomes  a  fa- 

*  Ciion  to  advance  men  to  dignity  and 

*  power,  not  for  tlic  good  counfel  that 

*  they  give,  but  for  an  agreeable  nian- 

*  ner  of  recommending  bad  ones,  it  is 

*  impoHihle  that  a  government  fo  aidmi- 

*  niltercd   can    long   fubfilK      Is   any 

*  thlngcomplaineilof  as  amifs?  Xnftead 

*  of  redrcfs,  th«y  give  you  an  oration  t 

*  Have  you  propofcd  a  good  and  need- 

*  ful  law  ?  In  exchange  for  that  you  rc- 
'  ceive  an  oration.  Has  your  natiuTil 
'  rcafon  detenu ined  you  upon  anyjx)int? 

*  Up  gets  an  orator,  and  fo  confounds 
/  you,  that  you  are  no  longer  able  to 

*  reurjTi  at  all.     Is  any  right  mcafure 

*  to  bw-  o!>ltrti61cil,  or  wrong  one  to  l>c 
'  advanced?  There  is  an  orator  always 
'  rw-ady,  and  it  is  molt  channingly  per- 
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*  formed    to  the  delight   of   all    the 

*  hearers/ 

*  I  do  not  know,"  faid  I,  *  whatplca- 

*  Aire  you  may  find  in  being  deceived} 

*  but  I  dare  fay,  ihould  thefe  gentle- 

*  men  undertake  to  inltruft  a  meichant 

*  in   his  bufinefs,  or  a  fajTncr  in  his 

*  work,    without  undcrftanding  cither 

*  trade  or  hulbandrj',  they  would  only 

*  be  laughed  at  for  their  pains  j  and  yet 

*  when  they  attempt  to  perfuadc  a  'na- 

*  tion  to  tommit  a  thoufand  fenfelcfs 

*  faults,  they  are  liftened  to  with  great 

*  attention,  and  come  oflT  with  abund- 

*  anceof  applaufe.  But,  for  my  part,  I 

*  think  they  deferve  nothing  but  haired 

*  and  contempt,  for  daring  to  play  with 

*  fuch  facred  things  as  ti-uth,  jufticc,  and 

*  publick  good,  in  fo  wanton  and  difTo- 

*  lute  a  manner.' 

*  Moft  certainly,'  anfwered  he,  *  they 

*  arc  very  dangerous  to  all  focietyj  for 

*  what  is  it  they  profefs  ?  Do  not  they 

*  make  it  their  boaft  that  they  have  the 

*  power  to  foothc  or  cnflamej  that   is, 

*  m  proper  terms,  to  make  us  partial  or 

*  to  mkke  us  mad  ?  Ai-e  either  of  thefe 

*  tempers  of  the  mind  agreeable  to  the 

*  duty  of  a  judge,  or  of  a  counfellor  of 

*  ftate }  I  maintain,   that  it  would  be 

*  juft  as  proper  for  us  to  decide  a  qucf- 

*  tion  of  right  or  wiong  after  a  debauch 


of  wine  or  a  dofe  of  opitim,  as  after 
being  heated  or  cooled,  to  the  degree 
we  often  are,  by  the  addrcfs  of  one  of 
thefe  ikilful  fpcakers. 
*  Wifely  was  it  done  by  tlie  Venetians, 
to  bnnifli  a  member  of  their  fenate, 
(as  I  have  read  they  did)  only  bccaufe 
they  thought  he  had  too  much  elo- 
quence, and  gained  too  great  an  af- 
cendant  in  their  councils  by  that  be- 
witching talent.  Without  fuch  a 
caution  there  is  no  fafety;  for  we  are 
led,  when  we  fancy  that  wc  aft  moft 
freely  J  and  the  man  who  can  mailer 
our  affcAions  will  have  but  little  trem- 
ble with  our  reafon.  But  to  ihew  you 
the  power  of  oratory  in  it's  fbnongctt 
light,  let  us  fee  what  it  does  with  re- 
ligion: in  itfclf  it  is  fimple  and  benefi- 
cent, full  of  charity  and  humility;  and 
yet,  let  an  eloquent  Jcfuit  get  up  into 
a  pulpit,  what  monftrous  fyftems  will 
he  draw  out  of  it !  What  pride,  wbt 
tyranny,  will  he  make  it  authorize! 
How  much  rancour  and  malignity 
will  he  graft  upon  it !  If  then  the  hws 
of  God  may  be  thus  corrupted  by  the 
taint  of  eloquence,  do  we  wonder  that 
the  laws  of  men  cannot  efcapc?'— 
No,'  faid  I;  *  no  mifchiefs  are  to  be 
wondered  at,  where  the  reafon  of  man- 
kind is  fo  abufed.' 


LETTER    XLV. 


SELIM,  TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


FROM    LOHDOK. 


TH  E  converfalion  I  repeated  to  thee 
in  my  laft  letter,  was  heard  by  a 
gentleman  that  fat  near  us,  who,  I  have 
been  toid,  has  found  his  account  fomuch 
in  eloquence,  as  to  be  intercfted  in  the 
defence  of  it.  Accordingly,  he  attacked 
my  friend,  and  told  him,  he  was  afraid 
he  had  forest  his  hiftory,  or  he  would 
have  recollefled  that  Demofthenes  and 
Cicero,  the  two  greatell  orators  that  ever 
were,  employed  their  rhetorick  in  the 
fcrvice  of^  their  coimtry.     *  I  might, 

*  perhaps,'  anfwered  he,   *  make  fonrc 

*  objeflions  to  tlie  integrity  of  both; 

*  but,  allowing  what  you  fay,  it  amounts 

*  to  no  more  than  tliis,  tliat  eloquence 

*  may  be  of  fervice  to  mankind  m  the 

*  poffcffion  of  very  good  men ;  and  fo 

*  may  arbitrary  power,  of  the  grcatell 

*  fervice :  but  yet  we  fay  in  EnjgUnd^ 
'  .that  it  is  wifcr  not  to  ini\\  to  '\t\  \i^- 


*  caufe,  as  it  is  generally  managed,  it 
'  becomes  a  moft  grievous  oppreflion. 

*  And,  I  am  fure,  1  can  fhew  you  in  hif- 

*  tory  as  many  orators  that  hive  abufed 

*  their  eloquence,  as  kings  that  have 

*  abufed  their  authority:  for,  bcfides  the 

*  wickednefs  common  to  human  nature, 
^  the  vanity  of  making  a  bad  cauie  ap- 

*  pear  a  good  one  is  in  itfdif  a  dangerous 

*  temptation.    When  a  man  feet  he  is 

*  able  to  impofe  on  the  judgments  of 
'  others,  he  mud  be  a  very  honeft  and 

*  very  modeffc  one  indeed,  if  he  never 

*  docs  it  wrongfully.'—*  Alas,  Sirl* 
returned  his  antagoniix,  *  the  gtnend^of 

*  men  are  too  weak  to  bear  trnthl  Tiicy 

*  muil  be  cheated  into  happinds.'-* 

'  I  am  fure  they  are  often  ebeated  0Kt  tf  ■ 

*  ity"  replied  my  friend:  ^  nor  can  t 

*  wholly  agree  to  vour  propofition  in 
^  ^^  ^<:.tv^^Y'^'^^^^i'=K^B<Q>^i^    It  may 
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eceffary  for  the  government  of 
kind,  not  to  tell  them  the  luboU 
i;  fomething  may  be  proper  to  be 
>ehiwl  the  veil  of  policy;  but  it  is 
im  ncceflary  to  tell  them  lyes, 
\ei'c  pious  frauds  ^c  the  inventions 
eiy  impious  7nen\  they  are  the 
s  of  thofe  who  make  the  publick. 
I  a  pretence  for  fcrving  their  pri- 
viccs.    Let  us  confider  how  man-  ' 

was  governed  in  thofe  ages  and 
5  where  they  arc  known  to  have 

the  happieft.  How  was  it  in 
snsy  while  the  laws  of  Solon  pre- 
id  their  force?  Was  it  then  thought 
flary  to  lye  for  the  good  of  the 
mon wealth?  No;  the  people  wei-e 
f  informed  of  eveiy  thing  that  con- 
ed them;  and  ais  they  judged  by 

•  natural  underdanding,  their  de- 
tinations  were  right,  and  their  ac- 
5  glorious  :  but  when  the  orators 

got  the  dominion  over  them,  and 

•  were  deceived  upon  the  principle 
eftablifh,  what   was   the  confe- 

ice  ?  Their  leaders  became  faflious 
corrupt,  their  government  venal, 
r  publick  councils  uncertain  and 
tuating,  either  too  iveaklyjearfuly 


or  too  rajbh  boUj  till  at  laift,  from  ge- 
nerous,   high-fpirited  freemen,  they 
funk  into  prating,  contemptible  flaves . 
In  Rome,  the  cafe  was  much  the  fame; 
as  long  as  they  were  a  great  and  free 
people,  they  undcrftood  not  tliefe  poli- 
tical refinements.  All  governments  in 
their  iirft  inftitution  were  founded  in 
'  ti-uth  and  juftice,  and  the  firll  rulers 
of  them  were  generaHy  honed  men; 
but,  by  length  of  time,  corruption  is 
introduced,  and  men  come  to  look 
'  upon  thofe  frauds  as  neceflary  to  go- 
■  vemment,  which  their  forefathers  ab- 
horred as  deftruflivc  to  it/—*  It  docs 
not,\  faid  I,  *  belong  to  me  to  decide 
'  in  this  difpute :  but  it  fecms  to  be  high- 
'  ly  important,  that  ibis  fonuer  of  dt- 
^  cei*vingfor  the  publick  good  (hould  be 
^  lodged  in  fafe  hands.     And  I  fuppofo 
'  that  fuch  among  you  as  arc  trufted 

*  with  it  are  very  confiant  and  uniform 

*  in  their  principles.     Though  the  rt- 

*  lours  may  vary,  the  ground  of  their 

*  conduft  is  ftill  the  fame.     What  with 

*  them  is  the  ejfeniial  zxidi  fundamented 

*  intcrcft  of  the  nation  wov,  will  ccr- 

*  tainly  be  fo  next  year :  difgrace  or  fa- 

*  vour  can  make  no  difference.' 


LETTER    XLVI. 
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raOM  LONDOIC. 


'as  the  other  day  in  company  with 
clergyman,  who  has  the  education 
end  young  noblemen  committed  to 
re.  A  truft  of  this  importance 
me  regard  him  as  one  of  the  moil 
erable  men  in  England.  *  This 
;,*  £aid  I  to  myfelf,  *  has  much  to 
isrer  for:  the  virtue  and  happincfs 
hrnext  age  will  in  a  great  meafure 
end  on  hit»  capacity.'  I  was  very 
us  to  enter  into  difcourfe  with  him, 
might  know  if  he  was  equal  to  his 
,  and  tried  all  the  conunon  to- 
of  converfation;  but  on  none  of 
was  I  able  to  draw  a  word  from 
At  laft,  upon  fome  point  being 
d,  which  gave  him  occasion  to  quote 
in  poet,  he  opened  all  at  once,  and 
A  forth  fuch  a  deluge  of  hard 
s,  compoled  out  of  all  the  learned 
lages,  Oiat  though  I  underftgod  but 
of  his  meaning,  I  couid  not  help 
ling  his  clocvtxm. 


As  his  fcholai*s  were  many  of' them 
bom  to  an  hereditary  (hare  in  the  le- 
giflature,  I  concluded  he  nniit  be  tho- 
roughly acquainted  with  the  EngliOi 
conliitution,  and  able  to  inftru6l  them  in  . 
the  knowledge  of  it :  but,  upon  aflcing 
him  fomc  queiHons  on  that  fubje^ly  I 
foimd,  to  my  very  great  furprize,  that 
he  was  more  a  flranger  to  it  than  my- 
felf, and  had  no  notions  of  govern ment, 
but  what  he  drew  from  the  imaginary 
r^«*/ifiofaGreckphilofophcr. « Well/ 
faid  I,  *  you  at  leait  inftni^  your  fcho- 
<  lars  in  Grecian  and  Roman  <virtue^ 

*  you  light  up  in  themay^fW/  of  liberty  ^ 

*  you  exercife  them  mjufiice  and  z*^- 

*  nanimityi  you  form  them  to  a  i-efem- 

*  blance  of  the  great  ekara^ers  they 

*  meet  with  in  ancient  authors.*— -*  Far 

*  frcrm  it,*  faid  a  gentleman  in  com- 
pany) *  they  are  accuftomed  to  tremhU 
^  at  a  rod,  to  tell  lyes  in  excufe  of 
^  tnii^l^  i%>ait^  \A  biiroj  tbtVr  c«m^a- 
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'  nions,  to  ht  fpln  and  eoi.varJs :  the 

*  natural  viq:our  of  their  li  irits  i$  broke, 

*  the  natunl  ingenuity  o\  their  tempers 

*  VHmKhcd  over,  the  natural  Ixrnt  of 
'  thflr  genius  curbed  and  thwartedj  the 

*  whole  puriwfe  of  ihtrir  criucation  is  to 

*  acquire  feme  Greek  and  Latin  words  j 

*  by  this  only  they  are  allowed  to  try  their 

*  partsj  if  they  arc  backward  in  this, 

*  they  are  pronounced  dunces,   and  of- 

*  ten  made  fo  from  dii'couragcmcnt  and 

*  defpair/ 

*  I  fhould  think,'  faid  I,  *  \i  nvords 

*  only  are  to  be  taught  them,  they  fliould 

*  learn  tofpeak  Ent;li(hwith  grace  and 
'  elegance,  which  is  particularly  nercl- 

*  fury  in  a  government  where  eloquence 

*  has  obtained  fo  great  a  fway.' — *  That 

*  aitide  is  never  thought  ofi'  anfwejx?d 
he:  *  I  came  myiclf  from  the  college  a 

*  pcrfcvS-  miftcr  of  one  or  two  dead  lan- 

*  guagcs;   but  could  neither  write  nor 

*  fpeak  my  oivn^  till  it  was  taught  me 

*  by  tlie  letters  and  converfation  of  a 
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lady  about  the  court,  whom,  luckily 
for  my  education,  I  fell  in  lo\'e  with.* 
*  I  have  heiVd,'  faid  I,  *  that  it  is 
xxk\\?\  for  Vvung  ginti«rnien  to  tinilh 
ih'.ir  ftudies  in  tKher  countries;  and 
indcc  I  it  leeir.s  nccLiiary  '  nough  bv 
the  account  you  hive  civ»*r.  me  of 
them  here:  but  if  T  niav  -t'dt'e  bvlhc 
grer.tcll  p:irt  cf  liiofe  vhom  T  h.*v<?  iccn 
at  ihiii*  return,  \\\k: foreign  mnjitrs  are 
no  better  ihrn  th*-  Er^-iifii,  ?.r.'|  ihc 
foreign  miftrejfts  r.or  !b  gocd.  >VeTe 
I  to  go  back  to  Pcrlia  witl:  an  £;.  :Ii(h 
coat,  an  Engliih  fccrman,  «ml  an 
Englifh  eoughy  ;t  would  ariount  :o  inii 
the  improve Ticnl  made  in  Frar.ci-  ry 
one  half  of  the  youth  who  tn^fl  ^h'- 
ther/ — *  Add  to  tht-fc,  a  tafte  fo/  m  : 
fick,'  replied  the  gcntkmin,  *  nir. 
two  or  three  terms  of  buildint^j  mJ  of 
painting,  and  you  would  wpnt  Sv.t 
one  tafte  more  to  be  as  accomfUjhed  as 
fome  of  the  fineft  gentlemen  thai  Italy 
fends  us  back/ 
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difcourrc  to  that  of  Kr.gii/h  ladies.  I 
aiked  a  nKsrrlod  man  that  waj  in  com- 
pany, to  in(lni(5t  me  a  liitlc  in  the  courfc 
of  it,  being  paiticularly  curious  to 
knew  the  methods  which  could  render 
a  wx)man  in  this  country  fo  diftti-ent 
a  creature  from  one  in  Pcrfia.  *  Ir.Jccd, 

*  Sir,*   faid  he,    '   you    muil   aik  my 

*  nvife,  not  me,  that  qucftion:  thcfc  are 

*  myfteries  I  am  not  allowed  to  pry  in- 

*  to;  when  I  prcfume  to  give  my  ad- 

*  vice  about  it,  flie  tells  me  the  educa- 

*  tion  of  a  lady  is  above  the  capacity  of 

*  a  man,  let  him  be  ever  fo  wife  in  his 

*  own  attairs/— «  I  fliould  think,'  faid 
I,  *  that  as   the  purpofc   of  womens 

*  breeding  is  nothing  elfc  but  to  teach 

*  them  to  plea/e  men,  a  MOJt  fliould  be 

*  a  better  judge  of  that  than  any  wo- 

*  man  in   the\vorld.     But   pray.  Sir, 

*  what  in  general  have  you  obferved  of 

*  tliis  myfterious  inftitution?     I  do  not 

*  enquire  into  the  iecrets  behind  the  al- 

*  tar,  but  only  the  outward  forms  of 

*  difciplifte  which  are  tx]{K>fcd  xd  xSwi 

*  tyts   of    all  the  vror\d.'  — *  "WY^^ 

*  Sir,^  i-eplied  he,  *  tke  firft  ^y^ax  ^wdX. 
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*  which  every  mother  ?ims  at,  is  tt 

*  make  her  girl  a  goddejs  if  flie  can.* 
cried  I,  in  great afto- 


A  goddefsT 
niihment. 

*  Yes,'  faid  he;  *  you  have  none  of 

*  them  in  the  eaftj  biit  here  we  have 

*  five  or  fix  in  cvcrjr  ftrcet:  there  nerer 

*  were  more  di*uiuttiej  in  Egypt  than 

*  there  are  at  this  time  in  the  town  of 

*  London.     In  order  therefore  to  fit 

*  them  for  that  ebaroBer,  they  are  made 

*  to  threw  off  bumam  nature  as  much 

*  as  poflible  in   their  looks,  gefturcs, 

*  words,    aftions,  drefs,  fcc.'— '^But 

*  is  it  not  apt  to  return  again?*  faid  I. 

*  Yes,*  replied  he;  «  it  returns  indeed 

*  again,  but  ftrancely  diftorted  and  de- 

*  foi-med.  The  lame  thing  happens  to 
<  their  minds  as  to  their  Jbapes\  both 
«  ^Tt  cramped  by  aviolent  confinement, 
'  which  makes  them   fwell  out  »  the 

*  nurong  place.     You  cannot  conceive 

*  the  wild  tricks  that  women  play  htm 

*  this  habitual  penrerfion  of  their  fiiail- 

*  ties;  there  is  not  a&igle  quality  be- 

*  longing  to  them  whid^  they  do  not 

*  ^YW  ^^  o*«*  ?uipofet  than  Phm- 

*  ^rj  "ax^N^aa.  qS.  \tfaxw%cvin«r4:i^  •oil 
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*  nflicanedol  being  wo^:  henct  they 

*  fmiU  on  the  man  whom  they  diflike^ 
«  and/eoi^  cold  on  him  they  love\  hence 

*  they  kill  every   lentiment   of  their 

*  own,   and  not  only    aS    ivith  the 

*  faJbioHy  but  really  think  ivitb  it.  All 

*  this   is  tauiiht  them  carefully  from 

*  their  childliood,  or  elfe  it  would  be 

*  impoflible  fo  to  conquer  their  natiu^ 

*  diu)or»tions.* 

*  1  do  not  know,'  faid  I,  *  what  the 

*  ufc  is  of  thefe   inftru(5lions}    but  it 
«  feems  to  me,  that  ill  t  country  where 

*  the  women  are  admitted  to  a  familiar 

*  and   conftant   ihare  in  every  aflivc 

*  fcene  of  life,  particular  care   fliould 

*  be  taken  in  their  education,  to  cut- 
.*  ti*vatf  their  reafon,  und  form  their 


5« 

hearts,  that  they  may  be  tqxxal  to  the 
part  they  have  to  aft.  WTiere  great 
temptations  mull  occur,  gi*eat  virtues 
are  required;  and  thegiddj  /iimatious 
in  which  they  are  placed,  t>r  lore 
'  to  place  themfelves,  demand  a  more 
tlian  ordinary  ftrength '  of  brain. 
In  Perfia  a  woman  has  no  occafion  for 
any  thing  but  beauty,  becaufe  of  the 
confinement  which  (he  lives  under, 
and  therefore  that  only  is  attended  toj 
but  here,  methinks,  good  fenfe  is  fb 
very  ncceflary,  that  it  is  the  bufinefs 
of  a  lady  to  improve  and  adorn  her 
undcrftanding  >K'ith  as  much  appH-> 
cation  as  the  other  fex,  and,  generally 
fp^akingt  by  methods  mucb  the  fame  ^ 


LETTER    XLViri. 


SELIM,  TO  MIRZA    AT  ISPAHAN. 
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I  Was  this  morning  with  fome  gentle- 
men of  my  acquaintance,  who  were 
talking  of  the  attempt  that  had  been 
made  not  long  ago  or  fetting  up  a  prefs 
at  Conftantinople,  and  the  oppofition  it 
had  met  with  from  the  Mufti.  They 
applied  to  me  to  know  what  I  thought 
of  it,  and  whether  in  Perfia  ahb  it  was 
our  religion  that  deprived  us  of  fo  ufe- 
fnl  an  art. 

I  told  them,  that  policy  had  more 
part  than  religion  in  that  affair ^  that 
the  prefs  was  a  veiy  dangerous  en- 
gine, and  the  abufes  of  it  madeus  juftly 
apprehend  ill  confequcnces  from  if.' 

*  You  arc  in  the  ri^ht,*  faid  one  of 
the  company,  *  for  this  fingle  reafon, 

*  bicauje  your  go^vertunent  is  a  defpotick 

*  one.     But  in  a  free  country  the  prefs 

*  may  be  very   ufcful,  as  long  as  it  is 

*  under  no  partial  rcllraint:  for  it  is  of 

*  great   ronfcquence    that    the  people 

*  fhoul  1  be   informed  of  every    thing 

*  that    concerns  them;    and,   without 
'  printing,  fiich  knowledge  could  not 

*  circulate   cither  To  eafily  or   fo  faft. 
*■  And  to  argue  againll  any  branch  of 

*  liberty  from  the  ill  ufe  that  may  be 

*  made  cf  it,  is  to  argue  againft  liberty 
*■  itfclf,  fincc  all   is  capable  of  being 

*  abufcd.     Nor  can  any  part  of  frcc- 

*  dom  be  more  important,   or   better 
«  worth  contending  for,  than  that  bv 

*  which  the  fpirit  of  it  is  prefer^vea^ 

*  fufporttd,    and   diffnfed.     By    thit 
'  sLppeol  to  thejud^ent  of  the  peo^U, 


*  we  lay  fome  reftraint  upon  thofe  mini- 

*  fters  who  may  have  found  means  ta 

*  fecure  themfelves  from  any  other  left 

*  incorruptible  tribunal-y  and  fure  they 

*  have  no  reafon  to  complain  if  the  pub- 
'  lick  exercifes  a  right  which  cannot  be 

*  denied  without   avowing  .that   their 

*  condu6l  will  not  bear  enquiry.     For 

*  though  the  bell  adminiilration  may  be 

*  attacked  by  calumny,   I  can  hardly 

*  believe  it  would  be  hurt  by  it,  becaufe 

*  I  have  known  a  great  deal  of  it  cm- 

*  ployed  to  very  little  purpofe  againft 

*  gentlemen  in  oppofition  to  roinilters 
«  who  had  nothing  to  defend  them  but 

*  the  force  of  truth.    I  do  not  nwan  by 
■  this  to  juftify  any  fcurrilities  upon  the 

*  P'^fiftal  charaSfers  citlier  of  magi- 
<  Urates  or  private  men,  or  any  libel 

*  properly  fo  called.     Again  ft  fuch  a- 

*  bules  of  the  prefs  the  laws  have  pro- 

*  vided   a  remedy;    and   let  the  law* 

*  Uke  their  courfc;  it  is  for  the  intereft 

*  of  lihcrtv  they  fhould  dofo,  as  well  at 
'  for  the  fecnrlty  and  honour  of  govern - 

*  ment :    but  let  them  not  be  (trained 

*  into  opiiTciTionhy  forced  conjfru^ionsp 

*  or  extranrdinary  atJs  ofpotver,  alike 

*  repugnant  to  r.aturul  juilice,  and  to 

*  the  ipirit  of  a  free  Ibte.     Such  arbi- 

*  trary  practices  no  provocation  can  juf- 

*  tify,  no  precedents  warrant,  no  dan- 

*  ger  cxcufc' 

The  gentleman  who  fpoke  thnt  wae 
coi\txadv&u3L  Vv)  aivox\«x  ol  ^^  ^^scsf^- 
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argumenUj  tnaintained,  that  the  licenti- 
oufn^rs  of  the  prefs  was  grown  of  late 
to  fuch  a  dangerous  height,  as  Co  require 
gxtraordtmary  remedu»\  and  that^  if  it 
were  put  under  the  infpef^ion  of  fome 
dilcreet  and  judicious  perfon,  it  would 
be  far  more  beneficial  to  the  publick. 

*  I  agree  to  it/  anfwered  he,  *  upon 
•  one  condition,  vii.  That  there  may 


be likewife  an inJj^eOmrf&r  the  peo- 
ple, as  we)l  as  one  for  the  court  \  but 
if  notbittgh  to  be  licenfed  on  one  fide, 
and  eofery  tbiitg  on  the  other,  it  would 
be  vaftly  better  for  us  to  adopt  the 
eaftem  policy,  and  allow  no  priHia^ 
ben  at  all,  than  to  leave  it  under yitri 
a  partial  dired'um," 
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9£LIM|   TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN*. 


FIOM  L0K»01t« 


THE  Tame  gentleman,  who,  as  I 
told  thee  in  my  laft,  argued  fo 
ftrongly  for  the  libeity  of  the  prcfs, 
went  "on  with  his  difcouiic  in  the  follow- 
ing manner. 

*  If  we  have  fo  much  reafon  to  be 

*  unwilling,  that  what  we  print  (hould 
'  be  under  the  infpiSlion  of  the  court, 

*  how  much  more  may  we  complain  of 
^  a  new  power  affumed  within  theie  laft 

*  fifty  years  by  all  the  courts  in  Europe, 

*  of  inj)n3ing  pri'vate  letters,  and  m- 

*  vadiog  tl\c  liberty  of  the  poft  f  The 
'  fecrecy  and  fafety  of  correfpondencc  is 

*  a  point  of  fuch  confcqucnce  to  man- 

*  kind,  that  the  leaft  interruption  of  it 
<  would  be  criminal,  without  an  evident 
«  necejfitys  but  that  of  courfc,  from  one 

*  year  to  another,  there  fhould  be  a 

*  contbnt  breach  of  it  publickly  avow- 
'  ed,  is  fuch  a  violation  of  the  rights  of 
'  fociet\',  as  one  cannot  but  wonder  at 

*  rven\n  tbis ages' 

*  You  may  well  wonder,'  faid  I  to 
him,  '  when  I  myfelf  am  quite  amazed 

*  to  hear  of  fuch  a  thing;  the  like  of 
'  which  was  never  waoifed  among 
'  us,  whom  you  Englifh  reproach  with 

*  hitWi^flewes,     But  I  beg  you  to  in- 

*  fbim  me  what  it  was  that  could  in- 

*  duce  a  free  people  to  give  up  all  the 

*  fecrets  of  their  bu(ineU,  and  private 
'  thoughts,  to  the  cunoiity  and  difci-e- 
'  tion  of  a  minifter,  or  his  inferior  tools 

*  in  office?'  • 


*  They  never  gave  them  up,'  anfwer- 
ed he;  <  out  thofe  gentlemen  have  a- 

*  ercifed  this  power  by  theb-  own  au- 

*  thority,  under  pretence  of  difcoveriiig 
'  plots  againlt  the  iUte.*— '  No  doub:/ 
faid  one  of  the  company,  '  it  is  a  grest 
'  advantage  and  eaie  to  the  gefvenimeoT, 
'  to  be  acquainted  at  all  times  with  the 

*  fentiments  of  conflderable  perfonsi 
'  l>ecauf«  it  ir  pofTible  they  may  hare 

*  forac  HI  rnttnt/— *  It  is  very  true,' 
replied  the  other;  '  and  it  might  be  fiill 

*  a  greater  cafe  and   advantage  to  the 

*  government  to  have  a  lictvfeH  ffj  in 

*  every  houfe,   who  (hould  report  the 

*  moft  private  conrerfations,  and  let 
'  the  minifter  thoroughly  into  the  fe- 

*  crcts  of  CYC  1  y  family  m  the  kiMilom, 
<  This  v.ouM    efltaually  dt'tcCt  ard 

*  prevent  ccn^piraciet :  but  w wM  iny 

*  Dddy  com?  info  it  on  that  acco&nt  ? 

*  Is  it  not -taking  a  bad  coiii|rfhnen( 
'  to  a  gc A't-it  mcnt,  to  liippofe  that  ii 

*  could  not  b«  recured  without  fuch 

*  menfuriT  3<  are  inconfiftcnt  with  the 

*  end  for  which  it  is  designed } 

*  But  fuch  in  general  it  the  wretched 
'  turn  of  modem  policy;  the  moft  la- 

*  cred  ties  of  fociety  are  often  infriogtd 
«  to  pinomote  fome  prefent  intereft,  with- 

*  out  confideiing  bow  fatal  it  may  ptove 
'  in  it's  remoter  confeqiiences»  and  how 

*  greatly  we   may   want  thofe  ufeful 

*  barriers  we  have  do  lightly  brokca 
'  down/ 


LETTER    L, 

SELXM,  TO  M1R%A  AT  ISPAUANw  ^ 

FaOM  LOKDOir* 

I  Mad  lately  the  plcafurc  of  feeing  a     monarchs   can  ihew;  I   &w  a  BritiA 
fight  which  fi\WA  tny  mvnd  brjotv^    Jkftx  \«v^<w  €^^U  ftiU.     Nothing  can  be 
fiJJ  the  magnifiCtncc  l\\U  out  cA.^«:nv.    Wv^m^xs^^oK^  \!CRBB^(s^^«(^smt•a- 
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Sftl  The  vaftiize  of  tlie  (hips,  and  the 
11  of  the  Tailors,  exceed  any  others 
now  in  the  univerfe;  nor  are  they  lefs 
renowned  for  their  intrepidity.  The 
whole  (pe£bcle  gave  me  die  higheft  ideas 
of  the  ftrength  of  this  nation;  a  ftnsngth 
not  confined  to  their  own  coafts,  but 
equally  formidable  to  the  moft  difbmt 
parts  of  the  globe. 

Were  I  a  king  of  England,  I  would 
never  receive  an  ambaffador  with  any 
folemnity  but  in  the  cabin  ot^firft-rate 
man  of  *war.  There  is  the  true  feat  of 
his  empire;  and  from  that  tbront  he 
might  awe  the  whole  world,  if  he  un- 
d^ood  how  to  exert  his  maritime pow- 
#r  in  it's  full  fti-ength,  and  wis  wile 
enough  to  aim  at  no  other.  But,  by  an 
unaccountable  miftake  in  their  policy, 
many  kings  of  England  have  fceined  to 
forget  that  their  dominions  had  the  ad- 
vantage  of  being  an  ijland  x  the^  have 
been  as  deeply  engaged  in  the  affairs  of 
the  continent  as  the  moft  expofed  of  the 
ftates  there;  and  negle6led  the  fea,  to 
give  all  their  attention  to  txpenfive  and 
ruinous  wars  undeitaken  at  land.   Nay, 


v^iat  Is  ftraneer  ftill«  they  have  been 
fond  of  meqn^tions  made  upon  the  con- 
tinent; not  confidering  that  JtH/ucb  af^ 
SM^ffwr/,  tnttead  of  tacreafiog  their  real 
irength,  are  only  So  many  weak  and 
vulnerable  parts»  in  which  th^y  are 
liable  to  be  hurt  by  thole  enemies  who 
could  not  poiiibly  htirt  them  in  their 
natural  ftate,  as  the  foverei^ns  of  a 
powerful  illand.  Their  cafe  is  the  re- 
verfe  of  that  expreflfed  by  the  poets  of 
Greece  in  the  fable  of  Antaeus.  He 
was  (fay  thofe  poets)  the  fin  of  the 
earth;  and  as  long  as  he  fought  upon 
her  furface,  even  Hercules,  theftrong* 
eft  of  heroes,  could  not  overcome  him; 
but  being  drawn  from  thener /  he  was 
eafily  vanquifliedt  tlie  Englift  (in  the 
fame  poetical  ftyle)  are  tbefim  of  tbi 
fea^  and  while  they  adhere  to  tbeitma  - 
ther^  they  are  invincible;  but  if  they  can 
once  be  drawn  out  of  that  fituation^ 
their  ftrength  foriakes  them,  and  they 
are  not  only  in  danger  of  being  crujbed 
by  their  enemies^  but  ouv  be  bugged  t$ 
deaib  even  by  ch^r/rinra/. 


LETTER   U. 


SELIM,  TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


FROM. LONDON* 


IAm  returned  to  this  city,  from  which 
I  have  made  a  long  cxcurfion,  and 
am  going  to  give  thee  an  account  how  I 
have  paded  my  time.  A  friend  of  mine, 
who  lives  in  a  part  of  England  diftant 
from  the  capital,  invited  me  to  fpend  the' 
fummer  at  his  houle :  my  cunofity  to 
fee  fomething  new,  and  a  natural  love 
to  fields  and  groves  at  this  leafonofthc 
year,  madt:  me  glad  to  accept  of  his  pro- 
poial. 

The  firft  thing  that  ftruck  me  in  leav- 
ine  London,  was  to  find  all  the  country 
cuitivatcil  like  one  great  garden.  This 
is  the  genuine  efl*e6l  of  that  happy 
liberty  which  thf  Enelifl)  enjoy:  where 
proiH?rty  is  fcciirc,  indiiftry  will  exert 
Ufelf;  and  liuch  is  the  force  of  induiby, 
that,  without  any  particular  advantages 
of  foil  or  climate,  the  lands  alH>ot  this 
city  are  of  a  hundred  times  greater  pro- 
fit to  their  owners,  than  the  beft-tem- 
pered  and  moft  fertile  fpots  of  Afia  to 
the  fubje£ls  of  the  Sophi  or  the  Turk. 

Another  circumftance,  which  engag- 
ed my  attention   thnmghout   all  my 


journey,  was  the  vaft  number  of  fine 
fieats  that  adorned  the  way  as  I  travelled 
along,  and  feemed  to  exprefs  a  certain 
rurM  greatnefs  extremely  becoming  a 
free  people.  It  looked  to  roe  at  if  men 
who  were  pofleffed  of  fuch  magnificent 
retreats  were  above  dcpeodiiig  on  a 
couit,  and  had  wifely  fixed  the  icene  of 
tlicir  pride  and  pleafure  in  the  centre  of 
their  own  eftates,  where  they  couki 
really  make  thero^lvvs  moft  confider-  ^ 
able.  And,  indeed,  this  notion  is  true 
in  fa6li  for  it  has  always  been  the  po- 
licy of  princes  that  wanted  to  be  ablb- 
lute,  todraw  gentlemen  away  from  their 
country-iVats,  and  place  them  about  a 
court,  as  well  to  deprive  them  of  the 
popularity  which  hofpitality  might  ac- 
quire, as  to  render  thcni  cold  to  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  country,  and  wholly  devot- 
ed to  themfclves.  Thus  we  have  often 
been  told  by  our  friend  Ufbec,  that  the 
court  and  capital  of  France  is  crowde(j( 
with  nobility,  while  in  the  prorin^es 
tlicfe  ts  fcarcea  msHifioa-houfethsi^.hn.^^ 
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decay  tnd  downfall  of  the  nobility  it- 
fclfl  Thofeivbo  remember  what  England 
was  forty  years  ago,  fpeak  with  much 
uneafincis  of  the  change  they  obferve  in 
this  particular  {  and  complain,  that  their 
countrymen  are  making  hafte  to  copy 


the  French,  by  abandoning  their  family 
feats,  and  living  too  conibuntly  in  town: 
but  this  is  not  yet  fenfible  to  a  foreigner. 
Thou  mayeft  expe6l  the  fequel  of  my 
journey  in  other  letters. 


LETTER    LII. 


8ELIM,  TO  MIRZA   AT  ISPAHAN. 


FtOM  L0KD05. 


IT  happened  .when  I  fct  out  from 
London,  that  the  parliament,  which 
had  fat  feven  years,  was  jull  difTolved,  and 
elections  for  a  new  one  were  carrying  on 
all  over  England.  My  iirft  day's  Itage 
had  nothing  in  it  remarkal>lc,  more  than 
what  I  obferved  to  thee  in  my  lift.  . 
But  when  I  came  to  the  town  wlicre  I 
was  to  lodge,  I  found  the  lb*ects  all 
crowded  with  men  and  women,  who  gave 
me  a  lively  idea  of  what  I  have  read  of 
the  ancient  Bacchanals.  Inllcad  of  ivy, 
they  carried  oaken  boughs,  were  exceed- 
ing drunk  and  mutinous,  but  at  the 
fame  time  mighty  zealous  for  religion. 
My  Pcrlian  hal-it  drew  them  all  about 
nie,  and  I  found  they  were  much  puz- 
zled what  to  make  of  me.  Some  faid 
I  was  a  German  miuiftcr,  fcnt  by  the 
couit  to  coiTupt  the  dehors;  upon 
which  fuggellion,  I  had  like  to  have* 
been  torn  to  piece* :  others  fancied  mc 
a  Jefuif ;  but  at  laft  they  agroetl  I  was  a 
mountebank,  and,  as  fuch,  condu6led  me 
to  my  inn  with  great  relpcft.  When  I 
was  iafciy  delivered  from  this  danger, 
I  took  a  rcfolution  to  lay  aiide  my  fo- 
reign drefs,  that  I  might  travel  witn  lefs 
ditluibjnccj  and  fell  iuto  diCcouiTe  upon 
what  had  paflfcd  with  a  gentleman  that 
accompanied  me  in  my  journey.      It 


feemcd  to  me  very  ftrange,  that  in  an 
affair  of  fo  great  importance  as  the  choice 
of  a  euaraian  for  their  liberties,  roen 
(hould  dnnk  thcinfelves  out  of  their  rca- 
fon.  I  aikcd,  whether  riots  of  this  kind 
were  cpmmon  at  thcfe  times.  He  an- 
fwered,  that  the  whole  buhnefs  of  the 
candidates  was  to  pervert  and  confound 
the  underftandings  of  thofe  that  chufe 
them,  by  all  imaginable  ways:  that 
from  the  day  they  began  to  make  their 
inteixft,  there  was  notliing  but  idleneft 
and  debauchery  among  the  coramoi 
people:  the  care  of  their  families  is  ncg- 
le6led;  trades  and  manufactures  aa  at  a 
ft  and;  and  fuch  a  habit  of  diforder  is 
brought  upon  them,  that  it  requires  the 
beft  part  of  fevcn  years  to  fettk  thru 
again.    '  And  yet,'  continued  he,  *  this 

•  evil,  mat  as  it  is,  may  be  reckcnM 
«  one  otthc  Uajf  attending  thefc  affairs. 

•  Could  we  bring  our  cle£^ors  to  con- 

•  tent  themfelves  with  beinp:  made  drunk 

•  fnr  a  year  together,  v^-e  might  hope  to 

•  prel'erve  our  conftitution;  tut  it  is  the 

•  fobevy  confiderate  corrufthn^  the  cool 

•  bargaining  for  a  fale  ok  their  liberties, 
«  that  will  be  the  certain  undoing  of 

•  this  nation,  whenever  a  wicked  raini- 

•  ftcr  fliail  be  the  purchaler.' 


LETTER  LIII. 


SELIM,   TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


THE  taxi  day  brought  us  into  a 
county  town,  where  the  tle£lion 
for  the  city  and  the  fliire  were  carrying 
on  tp^-cther.  It  was  with  fome  difficulty 
that  we  made  our  way  through  two  or 
three  mobs  of  dift'crcnt  parties,  that 
o'  li|^ed  us  by  turns  to  declare  ourfelves 
for  their  rcipe£live  fadions.  ^onie.o( 
thsm  wurc  in  their  tiau  xobaccQ  \«v(«^ 


raOM    LOKDOM. 


and  feemed  principally  concerned  for 
the  honour  of  that  noble  plant,  which 
they  faid  had  been  atucked  by  the  mi- 
niftr}';  and  in  this  I  heartily  joined  with 
them*  being  myfelf  a  great  admirer  of 
it's  virtues,  like  moft  of  my  country- 
men. When  we  came  to  our  inn,  I 
«.T\\»cVavcAd  t&'<i&lC  widi  alking  qiy  fel- 
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thing  was  Co  new  to  me,  that  in 
points  I*  could  not  believe  him. 
)r  inftance,  it  feems  vcr}'  odd,  that 
)oration  fhould  take  fuch  a  fudden 
r  to  a  man's  face,  whom  they  never 
cfore,  as  to  prefer  him  to  a  family 
nd  ferved  th.Mn  time  out  of  mind: 
lis,  I  was  aflured,  very  often  hap- 
;  and,  w!v.it  was  fti-anger  llill,  on 
:commcndation  of  another  pcribn, 
;vas  no  better  known  to  them  than 
:lf.  My  inrtruflor  added,  that 
was  in  En^ihiul  ONE  MAN  fo  cx- 
ly  popular^  though  he  never  affeS^ 
tularity^  ihu  a  line  from  him,  ac- 
anicd  with  two  or  three  bits  of  a 
nlar  fort  of  pa|)er,  was  enough  to 
half  the  nation  in  the  choice  of 
reprcr''nrativcs. 

wouM  be  cndlcfs  to  repeat  to  thee 
ic  tricks  which  he  told  me  othci* 
MTicn  were  forced  to  ufc,  to  get 
fclvvs  t.ictie<J.  One  way  cf  being 
wvith  a  ccrpoi-ation  (which  a  Per- 
vouk!  hardly  conceive)  is  to  kifs  all 
ivi'ves.  My  companion  confcfled 
f,  that  he  hinifclf  had  formerly  been 
fd  to  go  through  this  laborious  fo- 
rion,  and  had  met  with  fome  old 
rn  in  his  way,  who  made  him  pay 
for  their  interelh  *  But  thcfe  me- 
d«/  faid  he,  *  and  other  arts  of 
>ularlty,  are  growing  out  of  falliion 
ry  day.  Wc  now  court  our  elcc- 
>,  as  wc  do  our  miftreffes,  ^^y  fend- 
a  notary  to  them  with  a  propofal  j 
they  like  the  fettlement,  it  is  no 
ttcr  how  they  like  the  man  that 
kes  it;  but  if  we  difagree  about 
/,   other   pretenfions  are  of  vety 
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little  \]fe.  And  to  makcithe  compa- 
riibn  the  jufler,  the  members  thus 
choien  have  no  more  regard  to  their 
venal  conftituents,  than  hufbands  fo 
married  to  their  wives.'  I  alked,  if 
they  had  no  laws  againft  corruption. 
Yes,'  faid  he,  *  very  ftrong  ones;  but 
corruption  is  ftronger  than  the  laws. 
If  the  mtigiftrates  in  Perfia  were  to 
fell  wine,  it  would  fignify  very  little 
that  your  law  forbids  the  drinking  it. 
How  is  it  poiHble,'  faid  I,  *  to  bribe 
a  whole  nation  to  the  undoing  itfclf  ?• 
It  is  not  polUble,'  anfwered  Iw;  *  but 
the  misfortune  of  our  government  is^ 
that  the  majority  of  the  reprc&ntative 
body  is  chofen,  not  by  the  whole  na- 
tion, but  by  ^fmali  and  very  mean  part 
of  it.  There  arc  a  number  of  boroughs, 
which  have  at  prcfent  no  other  iracU 
than  fending  members  to  parliament^ 
and  whofe  inhabitants  think  the  right 
offfiling  themf elves  and  their  country 
the  only  valuable  privilege  of  Englilh- 
men.  Time  Has  produced  this  evil, 
which  was  quite  unfoi*efecn  in  the  ori- 
ginal fi-ame  of  our  conftitutlon;  and 
time  alone  can  furnifh  occafions  and 
means  of  applying  an  adequate  ixme- 
dy.  Before  it  can  be  thoroughly 
cured,  one  of  two  very  unlikely  thingt 
muft  come  to  pafs  :  either  a  court  muft 
be  lb  diiinterelkd  as  to  exert  all  it's 
power  for  the  redi^efTrng  an  evil  advan- 
tageous to  itl'clf;  or  a  popular  party,  Co 
ftrong  as  to  give  laws  to  the  court, 
muft  have  virtue  enough  to  ventui^ 
difgufiing  the  people y  as  well  as  offend* 
ing  the  cro<ihny  for  the  fake  of  reform^ 
ing  the  coasTiTVTiOH.^ 


LETTER    LIV. 


SELIM,    TO  MIR2A  AT  ISPAHAN. 


FKOM  LONDON. 


N  the  third  day  our  travels  were  at  * 

an  tr.<l,  and  I  arrived  at  my  friend's  * 

;  with  all  the  pleafure  wh:ch  we  re-  * 

from  retirement  and  ropofe,  after  a  * 

f  tumult  und   fatigue.     I  was  as  * 

f  of  clefHons  as  if  I  had  btcn  a  * 

(Inte  myfelf,  and  could  not   help  * 

iTing  my  furprize  that  the  general  * 

icr    on    thefe   occafions    had  not  ' 

rht  fame  fatal  mifchief  upon  the  * 

n .  *  That  wc  are  not  undone  by  it,'  * 

d  my  frit-fid^  *  is  entirely  owing  to  * 


the  happy  circumftance  of  our  being 
an  ifland.  Were  we  feated  on  the 
continent,  every  cleflion  of  a  new 
parliament  would  infallibly  draw  on 
an  invaljon.' — •  It  is  not  only  from 
enemies  abroad  that  you  are  in  dan- 
ger,' anfwcrcd  Ij  *  one  would  think 
that  the  violence  of  domeftick  feuds 
fhould  of  itfclf  overturn  your  confti- 
tution,  as  it  has  fo  many  others:  and 
how  you  have  been  able  to  cCc^^^  fe 
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*  heen  hred   wp  under  abfc^ute  mo- 

*  lurchicsj  for  they  are  Uiight,  that  the 

*  liipciior  advantage  of  their  form  -t>f 

*  gtivcmmcnl   connfts  in  the  ihength 

*  of  union;   and  that  in   other  ftatcs, 

*  where  power  is  more  divided,  a  pcr- 

*  nicious  confufion  murt  enfue/ — *Thcy 

*  ai]gite  rightly  enough/  ftid  the  gentle- 
man who  came  along  with  me;  •  but 

*  they  carry  the  argument  too  far.     No 

*  diiiihty  fh6lionsare  the  natural  incon- 

*  venicn^Tics  of  all  free  governments,  as 

*  opprdlion  is  too  apt  lo  attend  on  arbi- 

*  ti-aiy  power.     But  the  difference  lies 

*  here,  that  in  an  :iblblute  monarchy,  a 
'  t\T3nt'  has  nothing  to  relhain  hjni; 

*  whereas  paities  nre  not  only  a  conti-ouj 

*  on  thofe  that  govern,  but  oncach  otlicr ; 

■  nay,  they  are  even  a  controul  upon 

*  tbentfelviSy  as  the  leaders  of  them  dare 

■  not  give  a  loofe  to  ihcir  own  particular 

■  palfions  anti  ilefiirnR,  for  fear  of  hurt- 
'  rng  their  credit  with  tholi;  whom  it  is 

*  tlu-ir  intcrclt  to  manage  and  pieale. 
'  Befkles,  that  it  iscafitrtoinfe^laprince 

*  with  a  fphrit  of  tyranny,  than  :»  nation 

*  with  a  fpirit  of  faf\ionj  and  whei-e  the 

*  difcontcnt  is  nut  general,  the  miiVhief 

*  will  be  light.     To  engaiTe  a  whole 

*  people  in  a  ivvoli,  the  higheil  provo- 

*  cations  muft  be  givcnj  in  fuch  acal'j, 

*  the  diibrder  is  not  chargeable  on  thofe 

*  that  defend  their  lil>crtie*,  but  on  the 

*  aggrcffor  that  invades  them.     Parties 
'  in  iociety  are  like  tcnijieiU  in  the  na- 

*  tui-al  world;  they  caui'c,  indeed,  a  very 

*  grreat  diilurbance;  and,  when  violent, 

*  tear  i»p  every  thing  that  oppofes  thcmj 

*  hut  then  the}-  purge  awny  many  noxi- 

*  oils  qualifie«,  and  prevent  a  ll agnation 

*  which  would  be  faul.  All  nations  that 
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'  live  in  a  quiet  (lavery  may  be  praperiy 
'  faid  to  ibgnatei  and  happy  would  it 
«  be  for  them,  if  they  were  roufed  and 

*  put  in  motion  by  that  fpirit  of  fa^^lion 

*  they  dread  fomuch;  for,  let  the  confc- 

*  quenccs  of  rcfiftancc   he  what  ihcy 

*  would,  they  cau  produce  nothing  wcsfc 

*  than  a  conhrmed  and  eflabliflied  ferri- 
'  tude:  but,  generally,  fuch  a  ferment 
<  in  a  nation  throws  off  what  is  mod 

*  opprcflivc  to  it,  arxJ  fettles  b^'  degrees 

*  into  a  better  and  more  eligible  ftate. 

*  Of  this  we  have  i^ecelvcd  abundant 

*  proof  J  for  there  is  hardlv  a  privilege 
'  belonging  to  us  which  fias  not  beta 
'  gaineil  by  populai*  difcontent,  and  pie- 

*  li;rvctl  by  frecjuent  o^vpofition.    I  miy 

*  add,  that  we  have  known  many  :n- 

*  Itanccs,  where  uartie s,  though  ever  ib 

*  en  flamed  againlt  each  other,  n.ivc  unii- 

*  cd,  from  a  Icnfc  of  common  danger, 
'  and  joiru:d  In  fccuiing  their  common 

*  happinefs.     And   this  is  more  eafijv 

*  done,  when  the  points  that  were  otce 
«  the  great  fubjerfs  of  heat  and  dIviCon 

*  arc  either  worn  out  by  time,  or  chaii^ 
'  by  the  clearer  and  more  tempci'atc  me- 

*  dium  through  which  they  are  iecn: 
'  for  in  that  cafe,  parties,  wh'irk  thought 

*  that  tliey  ftood  at  a  very  great  ijiftance 

*  from  owe  another,  may  find  thcmlc-vck 

*  brought  very  nearj  and  the  only //■/«■ 
'  ration  remaining  would  be  the  effentisl 

*  and  tnjcrlafting  one,   between  h-^nd 

*  men  and  knaves y  ivife  men  ind/'cls, 

*  That   this   may   happen,  experience 

*  fticws;  and  this,  I  think,  ought  to  free 

*  us  from  the  reproach  of  facrificing  oiif 
«  country  to  our  divifions;  and  make 

*  tho'/e  tfefpair  of  fuccei's,  that  t^f  ly 

*  di*vidiHg  to  difirej  «/.' 


LETTER    LV, 


SELIM,   TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


raoM  LovBoir. 


FO  R  the  firft  month  of  my  being  in 
t!;e  country,  wc  did  nothing  from 
mo\ning  till  Ti.^ht,  but  difpute  about 
this  ;^ovcrnnienr.  The  natiir.il  beauties 
i.ui!id  ..bout  us  were  little  attended  to, 
fu  much  wxrt  wi»  lakcn  up  with  cnrcn- 
«)uirius  into  pt.-liiical  ilcftcl*;.  ^ly  two 
«)mp:in!ons  diiagitcd  in  many  poinis; 
iliou^h  I  am  pciluadcil  they  both  mean: 
iIj'.  /.'imc  thing,  and  were  alm^ft  c(\uallv 
s:ood  iubiecls   and  good   cwViv-ws.    \ 


great  deal  in  thefe  debateRj  but  when  I 
came  to  put  my  learning  together,  I 
fuund  i]|}}'icl^  r.ot  much  wi&r  thin  be- 
fore. The  mafter  of  the  houfe  was  in« 
clined  to  the  fide  of  the  courts  not  from 
any  intereiied  or  ambitious  views,  bitt, 
as  he  faid,  from  a  principle  of  ocA/^i/ni.' 
thift  word  is  one  of  thofe  diftinAioDi 
which,  for  little  lefs  than  a  ccntun*,  ba^t 
divided  and  perplexed  this  nation'.  The 
o^^Wji  Ymv^  -Mct  called  forks.    They 
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llowers  oF  Hali  to  tbofeW  Of- 
dedred  my  friend  to  give  mc 
tain  mark  by  which  I  might 
t  from  the  other.  *  The  whigs,* 
r  are  they  that  are  fio^tv  tH  place, 
^tories  ai'c  they  that  arc  outC-— 
(^Ifand  you,*  returned  Ij  *  the 
jkc  is  only  tbere\  £6  that  if  they 
[j:  now  tones,  were  employed , 
iSiiJd  inftantly  become  nAtiigs, 
i|he  lohigs  were  removed,  they 
be  tories,*'^*  Not  fo,*  anfwei^d 
ome  warmth;  *  there  is  a  great 
i^e  in  their  principles  and  their 
:V-i-*  Ay,'  faid  I,  *  let  me  hear 
1(1  then  I  fhall  be  able  to  chufe 
iy /— *  The  torieSy  faid  he,  *  arc 
;/^i«rm^the/o<it;frof  the  crotJOHj 
iking  the  clergy  the  tools  of  their 
m.  When  they  were  in  power, 
weakened  our  ancient  allies,  dir- 
our  arms,  hurt  our  trade,  ufi 
tour,  and  were  affiftant  to  the 
ifs' of  France.' 

.furprjze  me!*  replied  I;  *  for 
lieard  all  this  imputed  Xofome, 
}!\\  aflurc  me  are  good  nvbigs^ 
c  very  pillars  of 'wbiggifm, 
Ik  explain  that  matter  to  you 
ately,*  faid  the  gentleman  that 
fjk  with  me.    *  Whiggilin  is  an 


«  indelible  cbaraSler,  like  epifcotacfs 
'  for  as  he  who  has  once  been  a  iijbop^ 
^  though  he  no  longer  perform  any  of 

*  the  offices  and  duties  of  his  funfuoxw 

*  isM  bi/b^  never thelefsi  fo  be  who  has 

*  once  been  a  whig,  let  him  a£l  never 

*  fo  contrary  to  his  principles,  ii  never- 

*  thelcis  a  'wbig-,  and  as  all  true  church- 
'  men  are  obliged  in  confcience  to  ar- 

*  kMonvUdgt  the  fiill,  fo  all  true  whigs 

*  arc  in  duty  bound  xojkpport  the  laft."* 
•  Very  well,*  faid  l\  *  but  arc  there 

'  none  who  differ  from  this  ottbadox  ht-^ 

*  Hif?'^*'  Yes/  (aid  he,  *  certaiH  9b^ 

*  flinate  pettpU^  but,  like  other  difkn^ 
'  ten,  th^  are  puniflied  for  tbiirjepa^ 
'  rmtim,  by  being  excluded  from  edi 

*  places  9f  trufl  and  pr^: 

*  A  heavy  punifliment  indeedl*  an- 
fwered  I,  *  and  nxMne  likely  /•  dimimjb 

*  tbeJeS  than  any  other  kind  of  jperfe- 
'  cution.  But  if  you  will  allow  a 
'  ftranger  to  g^ve  any  advice  in  ybur  af- 

*  fail's,  I  think  you  (hould  pull  down  at 

*  once  thefe  e/^tu  of  party,  which  are, 
'  indeed,/^^  ciUmrs  hung  out  by  fac- 

*  tioH\  and  fet  up,  inftead  of  ihem,  one 

*  neuionalftandmrd,  which  all  who  leavc^ 

*  by  whaitever    name    they  may  call 

*  themfelves,  fiiould  be  confideFed  and 

*  uied  as  defertersJ" 


LETTER   LVI. 


lELlXf,  TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


raoil  LOMPON. 


with  my  countty  friend,  fome 
ago,  to  make  a  viiit  in  a  neigh- 
county,  to  the  prelate  of  that 
.His  character  is  (b  extraordi- 
il  not  to  give  it  to  thee,  would 
ing  from  the  rule  I  have  laid 
)  let  nothing  that  is  Jingulat 
t  notice.  In  the  firft  place,  he 
nlhntlyon  his  diocefc,  and  has 
>r  many  years :  he  afks  nothing 
)urt  for  himfelf  or  family;  he 
p  no  wealth  for  his  relations; 
nit  the  revenues  of  his  fee  in  a 
ifpitality,  and  a  charity  void  of 
n.  At  his  firft  entrance  into 
i,  .hfc  dif^inguifhcd  himfelf  by  a 
^e  Jt^ty  of  his  coimtry,  and 

Siiderilblc  ftiare  in  bringing  on 
Litioh  that  prcfervtd  it.     His 
s'icvcr  altered  by  his  prefer- 


ment t  he  never  profHtutcd  his  pen,  nor 
debafed  his  chara^^er,  bypartydifputes 
or  blind  compliance.  Thouzh  he.  is 
warmlv  ferious  in  the  belief  of  his  reli- 
gion, he  is  moderate  to  all  who  dif!cr 
from  him:  he  knows  no  diftinflion  of 
party,  but  extends  his  good  ofRces  alike 
to  whig  and  tory;  a  friend  to  virtue  un- 
der any  denomination;  an  enemy  to  vice 
under  an]^  colours.  His  healtli  and  old 
age  arc  the  eflfe^s  of  a  temperate  life 
and  a  quiet  confcience:  though  htf  is 
now  fome  vcars  above  fburfcbre,  no- 
body ever  tKought  he  lived  too  long, 
unlefs  it  was  out  of  an  impatience  tefnc- 
teed  bim. 

This  excellent  pcrfon  entertained  me 
with  the  greatcH  humanity,  and  feemed 
to  take  a  particular  delight  in  being  ufe- 
ful  and  inilru6tive  to  a  Sranger.  To  tcil 

thee 
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thee  the  fmth,  Mirza,  I  \vns  Co  afFc6lcJ 
with  the  piety  and  viitiicof  ilils  leachcr*; 
tlic  Chiiltian  rcH«jion  ap))careJ  to  mc  Co 
amiable  in  his  chaiadccr  and  manners. 


thati  if  the  force  of  education  had  Et< 
rooted  Mahometilm  in  my  hcnn,  be 
woukl  certainly  have  inade  a  convert  of 
me. 


LETTER    LVn. 


SELIM»   TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


My  lonp  flay  in  the  country  pvc 
me  Iciiuie  to  read  a  good  deal: 
I  applied  myidf  to  hiftory,  particularly 
that  of  England^  for  rightly  to  underftand 
what  a  nation  is,  one  (honld  prcvioufiy 
Inm  what  it  bas  been.  If  I  complain- 
ed of  the  different  accounts  which  are 
given  by  the  Engiifh  of  themfelvcs  in 
their  prcfent  circumftances,  I  have  no 
kfs  reafon  to  complain  of  their  hillori- 
ans:  pad  tranfa6^ion8  are  fovaiiouily  re- 
lated, and  with  fuch  a  mixture  of  pre- 
judice on  biJt'n  fM<*5,  that  it  is  as  bard  to 
know  tnith  frorH  their  relations,  tis  reli- 
gion from  the  comments  of  divines. 
The  great  article  in  which  they  differ 
moft,  is  the  ancient  |x>wer  of  the  crown, 
and  that  of  the  parliament:  acrording- 
lo  fome,  the  latter  is  no  more  than  an 
encroachment  on  the  foiTnerj  hut,  ac- 
cording to  others,  it  is  as  old  as  the 
monarchy  iticlf. 

This  point  is  debated  with  great 
warmth,  and  a  multitude  of  proofs  aU 
Icdged  by  cither  partv:  yet  tl.o  import- 
ance of  the  conti-overfy  is  not  fo  great  as 
fome  may  conceive  it.  For  many  hun- 
dred year?,  the  point  is  out  of  difputej 
but  fnppol'e  it  were  otherwife,  wouM  it 
fallow  irom  thence,  that  the  parliamen- 
tary powers  are  ul'urpations ?  No,  Mir- 
2a,  no 5  if  liberty  were  but  a  year  old, 
the  Knglifh  would  have  juft  as  good  a 
right  to  claim  and  to  prcfeiTc  it,  as  if  it 
had  been  handed  down  to  them  from 
many  ages ;  for,  allowing  that  their  an- 
ccflors  were  (laves  through  weakncfs  or 
want  of  fpirit,  \^Jla'Viry  lb  ^valuable  an 
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iuberitance,  that  it  never  miift  bejnutri 
with?  Is  a  long  prefciSption  necefllary  ts 
pvc  force  to  the  natural  rights  of  nna- 
kind  ?  If  the  privileges  of  the  people  of 
England  be  conciffi^m  from  the  crowa, 
is  not  the  power  of  the  crown  itfelf  a 
comcejfion  from  the  people  ?  However,  it 
mult  he  confeiTed,  that  though  a  long 
poil(:ilion  of  abfolutc  power  can  give  no 
right  to  continue  it  againft  the  natural 
claim  of  the  people  in  behalf  of  their  li- 
berties, whenewr  that  claim  fliall  be 
made;  yet  a  long  poflefTion  of  freedom 
Icrves  to  eftabHfh  and  ftrens^then  orip- 
nal  right,  or,  at  leaft,  makes  it  more 
fhamcfiil  to  give  it  up.  I  will  therefore 
(ketch  out  to  thee,  as  (hort  as  I  can,  in 
my  next  letters,  the  refult  of  what  I  have 
read,  and  what  I  have  thought  on  this 
fubic6V,  not  with  the  minute  exaftnc(i 
of  a  political  critick,  who  of  all  criticks 
would  tire  thee  mo(t,  but  by  fuch  a 
general  view  of  the  feveral  changes  this 
government  has  undergone,  as  may  U\ 
the  true  ftate  of  it  pretty  clearly  before 
thee.  Further  than  this  it  would  be  al- 
moft  impoffible  for  a  ftrangef  to  go  upon 
that  fub}e£^,  or  for  one  fo  diftant  as 
thou  art  either  to  receive  or  defire  infor- 
mation :  nor,indeed,wereitmorefeaiible, 
(hould  I  think  it  of  ufe  to  engage  in  a 
much  larger  detail.  It  is  with  enquiries 
into  theconilitntions  of  nations,  as  v.-ith 
enquiries  into  the  conditutior^-  of  tlie 
univerfc;  thofe  who  are  moft  nicely  cu- 
rious about  narticulai-  and  trifling  paits, 
are  often  Uiofe  who  fee  kaft  of  the 
whole. 


•  The  tranflator  fuppcfcs  that  the  author  mrans  Dr.  John  Hough,  BiflkopofWor- 
cefler.     [This  venerable  ptelatc  died  Much  .S,  1743,  aged  ninety  .three  3  having  been  i 


fc:^.op  almcH  fifrj-dircc  years.] 
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LETTER  LVra* 


SELIli^   TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


FROM  LONDON. 


as  been  an  uftial  piece  of  vanity 
he  writer?  of  »j\  i^ry  nation,  to  i-c- 

th'j  origiual  cj..llinittonsof  their 
Ive  llateft  as  i'ounJed  on  deep-laid 
i  and  plans  of  policy,  in  which 
agine  that  they  difcover  the  utmoll 
lents  of  human  wifdora;  where- 
ruth,  tliey  arc  often  the  effe£ls  of 
ght  chance,  and  produced  by  the 
it  ccituin  circumitances,  or  the 
iii£latLS  of  nature  itfelf,  out  of  a 
to  iJnie  prellnt  expediency,  and 
tie  providence  to  the  future. 
I  was  the  original  of  the  celcbrat- 
Lick  government,  that  was  for- 
fpread  ail  over  Europe.  It  was 
cd,  not  in  a  cabinet,  but  a  camp; 
cs  much  Icfs  to  the  prudence  of  a 
or,  tlian  to  the  necdFity  of  the 
vhich  gave  it  birth. 

people  that  introduced  it  into 
,  and  every  where  clfc,  were  a 
ide  of  foldicrs,  unacquainted  with 
ng  but  war  :  their  leader,  for  the 
:arrying  it  on,  was  invcded  with 
Df  regal  power;  and  when  it  hap- 
that  the  war  continued  long,  tie 
;d  a  prefcriptive  authority  over 
^ho  had  be<rn  accullomed  to  obey 
crs;  but  this  authority  was  dire£l- 
thc  advice  of  the  otJier  officers, 
pendant  on  the  good  liking  of  the 
from  which  alone  it  was  ilerivcJ : 
manner,  the  iiril  revenues  of  this 
i9tre  nothing  more  than  a  title  to 
r  (hare  in  tjie  common  booty,  or 
untary  contributions  of  the  fol- 
ut  of  the  wealth  acquired  under 
iimand :  but  had  he  attempted  to 
horfe  or  cow,  or  any  part  of  the 
r,  from  the  mcancft  loidicr,  witli- 
i  free  confent,  a  mutiny  would 
ly  have  enfued,  and  the  violation 
)erty  been  revenged.  From  thefe 
>les,  we  may  naturally  draw,  the 
form  of  the  Saxon  or  Gothick 
ment.  When  thelc  invaders  be- 
lalk'rs  of  kingdoms,  and  not  only 
d  them,  but  fettled  there,  the 
I  was  changed  into  a  king,  the 

into  noblii^,  the  council  of  war 


into  a  council  of  ft  ate,  and  the  body  of 
the  ftldicry  itfclf  into  a  general  allem- 
bly  of  all  the  free»ncn.  A  principal 
(hare  of  the  conquelh,  as  it  had  been  of 
the  fpoils,  was  fi-eely  allotted  to  the 
prince,  and  the  r?.^  by  him  diftributcd 
according  to  nnk  and  merit  among  his 
troops  and  followers,  under  certain  con- 
ditions agreeaMe  to  the  Saxon  cuftom^. 
ilence  the  different  tenures,  and  the 
fcrviccs  founded  upon  them;  hence  the 
vatFalage,  or  rather  fervitiide,  of  tht 
conquered,  who  were  oblijjed  to  till  the 
lands  which  they  had  lo{t,  for  the  con- 
querors who  had  gained  them,  or  at  beft 
to  hold  them  of  thofc  sew  pr  jprietorf 
on  fuch  hard  and  flavifli  terms  as  they 
thon^t  fit  to  imjx)fe.  Hence  likewile 
the  riches  of  the  clergy,  and  their  early 
authority'in  the  ftatc :  for  thofc  pcoplL>» 
being  ignorant  and  fuperftitious  in  the 
fame  degree,  and  heated  with  the  zeal 
of  anew  converfion,  thought  they  could 
not  do  too  m\ich  for  thc-ir  teachers,  but« 
with  a  conHderable  (hare  of  the  con« 
quei'ed  lands,  admitted  them  to  a  Inrge 
participation  of  dominion  itfelf.  Thus, 
without  any  fettled  defign,  or  fpecula- 
tive  fkill,  this  conftitution  in  a  manner 
formed  itfelf;  and  it  was  the  better  foi*  - 
that  rcafon,  as  theie  was  more  of  nature 
in  it,  and  little  of  political  myfterj^ 
which,  wherever  it  prevails,  is  the  bane 
of  publick  good.  A  government  fo 
eftablifhed  could  admit  of  no  prv.'tence 
of  TLpQiver  in  the  kinj  tranfcendent  to 
laiv,  or  an  unalterable  ri^hl  in  the  fuc- 
ccflion.  It  could  never  come  into  the 
heads  of  ftich  a  people,  that  they  were 
to  fubiWt  to  a  tyranny  for  confcience 
fake\  or,  that  their  liberties  were  not 
every  way  as  f acred  as  the  prerogative 
of  tlicir  prince.  They  could  never  ba 
brought  to  underftandi  that  thcr;-  w:i* 
fuch  a  thing  as  reafon  of  ft  ate  diitln.l 
from  the  common  reafon  of  mankind; 
much  lefs  would  they  allow  pernicious 
mcajiires  to  pafs  unqu  iHoned,  or  uii- 
puniihed,  uiul.-r  the  riJiculous  l'an6\ion 
of  tliatndine. 
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LETTER  LIX. 


SELTM»  TO  MIRZA   AT  ISPAHAN. 


FROM  LOKSoKi 


I  Gave  thee  in  my  lall  a  fliort  account 
of  the  firft  rife  and  conftniftion  of 
the  Saxon  eoTcrnmenr,  on  vcr}' plain 
iLnd  fimple  hiiindations.  It  was,  per- 
haps, the  moft  free  of  all  the  limited 
monarchies  that  ha^T  been  known  in  the 
world.  The  nobles  and  people  had  fiich 
a  fhare  in  the  IcgiflatniT,  and  Ilich  a 
weight  in  the  government,  that  the  king 
could  do  nothing  but  with 'their  aiKft- 
ance,  and  by  their  advice.  He  could 
not  bpprefs  them  by  force,  becaufe  they 
were  armed  and  he  toas  not,  vinlefs 
when  they  employed  ikelr  arms  in  his 
fervicc  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom. 
He  coidd  not  coniipt  them;  for  all  of- 
fices of  power  or  judicature  were  then 
tieclive,  the  cftate  of  the  crown  was 
held  unalienable,  and  only  fufficedto 
maintain  the  expcncc  of  the  royal  hoiife- 
hold  and  civil  government;  No  caulls 
were  tried  but  by  juries,  even  in  fpiri- 
tual  matters ;  fo  that  the  lives  and  pro- 
perties of  the  people  could  not  be  touch- 
ed ivitbout  toeir  oivn  co-QperaticH,  ei- 
ther by  theking,  the  nobles,  or  clergy. 
To  alfthis  was  joined  the  bcft  police  that 
anv  nation  ever  enjoyed,  except  the 
Chinefc,  among  whom  many  of  the 
fame  rcpihtions  have  bi:en  eftablifhed 
with  a  conformity  \erffurprizingf  as  it 
is  ff-rtain  that  neither  copied  the  .other. 
Such  was  the  Saxon  conllilution,  when 
by  the  wifdom  and  virtue  of  two  or 
tlirec  great  kings  it  had  received  it's 
final  perfeftiun.  The  only  eflfential  de- 
fcft  of  it  was,  the  exajfive  immunities 
granted  to  chur:hmer.,  which  made 
them  too  independent  upon  the  civil  au- 
thority, and  very  burthenfbmc  to  the 
ftate.  This  form  of  pn-trnment  con- 
tinued unaltcrcJ  in  it's  princip.il  parts, 
till  the  Norman  invaficn,  which,  like  a 
foreipi  weijrht  roughly  hW  upon  the 
Springs,  dilturbcd   and'  obih-uflcd  it's 


proper  motions :  yet,  by  degrees,  itrr- 
coverd  itfclf  again;  ancf,  how  ill  focrer 
the  Saxon  ^fo//^  might  be  treated,  undtr 
the  notion  of  a  conquefl^  the  Saxon  en- 
Jfitution  was  never  wholly  fubduoi. 
The  new  comers  reliflied  flaverj'  no  bar- 
ter than  the  old  inhabitants ;  and  gladly 
joined  with  them,  upon  a  fenfc  of  mu- 
tual intereft,  to  force  a  conHrmatlon  of 
their  freedom  and  the  ancient  laws.  In- 
deed, there  was  fo  great  a  conformity  be- 
tween the  government  of  Normandy  vA 
that  of  England,  the  culloms  of  both 
nations  were  fo  much  the  fame,  ih^s 
unlcfs  the  Normans  by  conquering  this 
idand  had  loft  their  original  rights,  and 
fought  on  purpofc  to  degrade  thcmfflvcs 
and  their  pofterity,  it  was  impoflihle 
their  kings  could  Have  a  right  to  abfo- 
lute  power.  So  far  was  that  nation 
from  owning  any  fuch  right,  diat,  b 
conmnftion  with  the  Enghfh,  tlwjr  de. 
manded  and  obtained  of  their  iuKg» 
charters  declaring  their  liberties,  not  as 
grants  derived  from  the  faveur,  oriMff- 
vations  forccil  from  the  nveaknefs^  but 
as  acknotjctedgments  due  from  the  juf- 
ticet  of  the  croivn.  As  fuch  the  bi4 
and  grcateft  princes  confidered  thoK 
charters;  as  nich  they  confirmed  and 
obfcr\*ed  them :  and  when  they  were 
difputed,  or  broken  by  others  or  a  dif- 
ferent charaiier,  civil  wars  enfticd, 
which  ended  to  the  difadvantoge  of  the 
crown.  But  the  misfortune  was,  flat, 
in  all  thefe  ft  niggles,  the  bifi9ps  and 
nobles  treated  for  the  people,  not  the  pro- 
pie  for  themfelvesi  and  therefore  ttieir 
mterclh  were  much  negleAcd,  and  tin 
adv:mtages  gained  from  the  king  wsrc 
much  more  beneficial  to  the  church  aod 
noljility  than  to  thofe  who  were  under 
their  patronage. 

I  will  fay  more  on  this  2iead  ^vhea  I 
write  next. 


LETTER 


PERSIAN  LETTERS. 


6l 


LETTER   LX. 

SELIM,  TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAITAN, 


rtOM  LONDON* 


[  O  U  wilt  be  furprized  to  hear  that 
he  jiericKl  when  the  Englifh  nation 
1  the  greatcll  happinefs,  after  the 
n  invaiion,  was  under  the  influ- 
'  a  *woman.  As  much  as  we 
IS  ftiould  dcfpile  a  female  ruler, 
not  till  the  reign  of  Queen  Eliza- 
that  the  government  came  to  an 
jalance,  which  is  it*s  tiiie  ftate  of 
ion. 

>u^h  the  commons  of  England 
gamed,  by  degrees,  and  in  a  dif- 
jhape,  that  fliai-c  of  t&e  legiAa- 
.vhich  was  In  a  great  meafiire  loft 
n  imder  the  firlt  Norman  kings, 
ir  power  was  not  lb  great  as  it  &d 
n  the  Saxon  witenagemote,  or 
I  alTembly,  nor  their  condition  fo 
in  many  rcrpe£ls;  for  the  chief 
h  of  the  government  rciided  in 
tat  lords  and  the  clergy,  who  fu- 
y  di reeled  all  publick  affairs. 
rocecdings  of  the  commons  could 
free  in  their  refrcjentati've  hodj, 
in  their  coHe£ii*ve  body  they  were 
nd  opprefTcd.  The  laws  of  vaiTal- 
he  authority  of  the  church,  the 
y  and  dcpendancy  in  which  they 
nung  heavy  upon  them;  ib  that 
ere  ol^liged  to  a£l  in  fubfervlcncy 
nobles  and  bifhops,  even  when  they 
I  molt  vigour  a^inft  the  crown, 
ingthepafTions  of  both  upon  many 
ms  in  the  parliament  and  in  the 
md  making  or  unmaking  kings  as 
tbeir  immediate  mafters  .dcfired. 
n  retuin  for  their  fcrvices,  tliey 
obtained  a  rcdrcfs  of  their  griev- 
revenged  themfidves  upon  bad 
ers,  and  obtained  good  laws  for 
;  commonwealth.  To  whatever 
I'cs  their  ftrength  mljght  l>e  ufed, 
K  to  the  purpofes  of  fa£lion,  by 
ufed  it  increafed.  The  crown  at 
/r^^'iffifted  the  growth  of  it,  in  op- 
m  to  that  of  the  church  and  tne 
ty.  Thcbonris  of vaflalage,wcre 
or  lightened',  the  barons  we're  by 
nt  laws  encouraged  and  enabled  to 
/ith  their  lands;  the  weight  of  oro- 
was  transfeiTcd  to  the  fide  of  the 
Many  accidents  concurred  to 
me  effeft.  A  reformation  in  re- 
was  begun,  by  which  that  mighty 
k  of  church  power,  creeled  on  the 
of  publick  liberty f   and  adorned 


widi  the  fpoils  of  the  crown  Itfelf,  vras 
happily  attacked  and  overturned.  A 
great  part  of  the  immenfe  pofleilions  of 
the  clergy  was  taken  away,  and  moft  gf 
it  fold  to  the  commons  upon  cafy  terms. 
They  had  now  a  very  conHderable  fliarc 
of  the  lands  of  England,  and  a  ftill 
gi'eater  treaiure  in  their  commerce,  which 
they  were  beginning  to  extend  and  im- 
prove. Their  rlclSs  fecured  their  in« 
dependency;  the  clergy  feared  them» 
and  the  nobles  could  not  huit  them. 
In  this  ftare  Ouecn  Elizabeth  found  thi 
parliament  t  the  lords  and  commons 
were  nigh. upon  a  le\'el,  and  the  .church 
in  a  decent  fubordination.  She  was  tlve 
head  of  this  well-proportioned  body^ 
and  fupremely  directed  all  it*s  motions* 
Thus,  what  m  mixed  forms  of  govern- 
ment fcldom  happens,  there  was  no  con« 
teft  for  power  in  the  legislature^  becaufa 
no  part  was  fo  high  as  to  be  uncontroul* 
ed,  or  fo  low  as  to  be  oppreffed.  A  re* 
formation  of  religion  was  compleatly 
eilabli(hed  by  this  excellent  princeis ; 
which  entirely  refcued  the  nation  from 
ihM  foreign  yoke  the  pope  hadimpofed 
upon  it  for  fo  many  centuries,  and  from 
the  dominion  of  fuperftitlon,  tke  tuorft 
of  edljlaverj.  The  neVt  great  bene- 
ms  that  (be  conferred  upon  her  fubje6lfy 
were  the  exteniion  of  commerce  into  all 
parts  of  the  world,  and  the  foundation 
of  their  maritime  poaver,  which  is  tbeir 
true 9  natural  greatneft.  Under  her  it 
began;  and  (he  lived  to  carry  it  to  fuch 
a  heignt,  as  to  make  them  really'  lords 
oj  tbefea,  an  empire  more  glorious  than 
that  oT  the  ^ophi  otir  inafter,  and  rieber 
than  that  of  the  Mogul.  In  doing  this, 
(he  did  more  for  England  than  her  great- 
eft  piedecelfors  had  ever  done;  far  more 
than  thofe  who  conquered  France, 
though  they  could  have  fecured  it  to 
their  pofteritv.  Thefe  were  the  arfs  by 
which  ftie  ruled,  and  by  thtfe  ftie  was 
able  lo'preferve  her  authority;  nay,  and 
to  extend  it  further  upon  certain  occa. 
fions  than  very  abfolute  princes  could 
do,  even  while  fhe  anifted  her  people  in 
the  corroborating  and  confirming  their 
liljcrty.  The  ftrcngth  of  her  po^.ver 
was  tbeir  fatiffadlion\  and  cvcr\  oiher 
happinefs  followed  /A*?/,  as  every  mif- 

then  di!:toik\t.i>x,  n  ^  -r  -T<  xt  ^ 
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LETTER   LXI. 


8ELIM,   TO    MIRZA   AT    ISPAHAK. 


rnoM  t^K^fi«». 


IEndct!  my  laft  letter  with  the  felicity 
of  Eli7abtlh*s  riMgn.  Very  iliffcr- 
ent  was  th:it  of  her  luccelTcr  James  the 
Firft :  for  hh  ch:n*nflcr  and  conduit 
wtje  tlic  rovci-fj  of  hcr's.  He  cndca- 
vomvd  to  hre;;k  ih^'  balance  of  the  go- 
vernment, hy  her  fo  wilely  fixed j  and 
wanted  to  he  greater  ilian  hc^r,  without 
one  qi'.alitv  tliat  could  render  him  ca- 
pablc  of  (iiling  hei-  place.  He  had  nei- 
ther coiirai;e,  ability,  nor  addrcfs:  he 
\v:u-,  conttnuicd  both  at  home  and 
abroiulj  Ills  ve:  y  favourites  did  not  love 
him,  though  he  was  governed  by  them 
in  tvcry  tliln^::  nor  did  they  maintain 
th:ir  diir»^in:on  bv  his  aifcilion«i  fomuch 
n\  by  his  frMf..  Yet  ih'n,  mc.^ntJI  ofkhi^s 
miide  great  advances  towards  ahfolute 
^5~tvr;  and  u  cu  Id  have  com  pleat  fy  ob- 
t:iiricd  ir,  if  lie  co\i id  have  found  means 
t(j  ly.iVL  ir.troJuccd  \\\cfame  luxury  into 
the  natioft  as  he  did  into  the  court y  witli, 
the  ct)!ithnt  attendant  of  luxury,  the 
fatre  cnrruption.  But  the  viitue  infuf- 
ed  by  Elizabeth  into  the  mafs  of  the 
pjople,  ar.d  tlie  indir.cnceof  the  crown, 
jK:pt  the  ci.ntagion  from  fpreading  fo 
fir :  the  commons  refiftcd  it,  thouj;h  the 
\s\\U  and  tlie  bi.liops  did  notj  and  f  )me 
check  wn«;  j.;ivcn  to  the  defi^^ns  of  the 
kin^:,  jut  nut  i.noui:h  for  the  fecuring  of 
\"\  .  V  y,  or  jMcvi  nt'iij;  the  evils  kis  con- 
iinct  p;vp.^:cd  fwr  the  following  rei^n. 
Till.  cLiiry*  vhom  he  attached  to  his 
int.■^^•l^:s  by  favourinjj  thtir"*,  or  what 
ili.  y  to('k.  tn  !'e  theirs,  mor;:  than  a  ^.vifc 
rijni.*.  Tf*./*/./,  or  a  t^^'j/Jt/priiKo  ought  to 
liuL  dt;ne,  w-.revci-y  amitrmt  to  him, 
by  ;  :caLliiu<^  up  uorior.s  which  he  and 
th.  y  ici-in  t.)  havL-  borrcnved  from  our  re- 
ihj/.ouy  (  f  a  »i<^ht  divine  in  kings,  nei- 
th.rde'ived  fi\^m  human  laws,  nor  to 
b.-  limited  by  tlicm;  aiiil  other  fuch 
^  [:.'.. UP. •.(  Tan  tf  n.ts  tli-.-.t  liad  never  been 
\v  ./d  oi'l.'i  fv.ie  in  'h'>  countrv:  vvt  thi  re 
verc  mary  v'l'.o  (iii«:k«.d  ll'fftr  innova- 
tion., and  ti'cir  cjp;iiltir;n  hintlercd 
I'M  \\y  from  takint;  riv:ep  root  in  any 
ni:'  '-.  b'tr  ♦hcf-:'  cV  the  loyid  fimily. 
'I  :;..;.•.'!' [*;:::::;■  '^rit' :::m:s  and  j.aTriots 
\> :  :*  inird.  d  with  iIj::  name  of  Puritans, 
<ii  i!  ;^ii.cii  h:it«.d  by  Jan\es,  and  Charles 
i,::.  jl»:^,  who,"  upon  vUc  dv:tc;x[t  ol  'Axft 


former,  fucce«lcd  to  h's  k.!ngdom5,hi» 
notions,  and  his  ileliirns. 

He  had  many  better  quahficitirtw 
than  his  father,  but  ns  wi-ong  a  'wit^- 
mtnt,  and  crt«'*ti^r  ob-dincy.  H-j  tir- 
ricd  his  aflfeaion  for  the  clcrp:}-,  in  J  ab- 
horrence of  the  Puiitans,  to  nn  ^j-r-i 
of  bigotry  and  raj;e.  Hf  agre?<^  fo  ili 
with  his  parliament?:,  that  he  fcin  gr?* 
we3r\'  of  them,  and  refolved  to  he  trc'j- 
hled  with  nomrrej  none  wcrecalini  t-jf 
twelve  years  toprcther,  and  all  that  tiine 
he  ffoverncd  as  dcfpitically  as  th*  i'opHi 
of  terfrJ .  The  laws  were  cither  cnjcnly 
infringed,  or  explained  in  the  manner  he 
direcleJ:  he  levied  money  upon  hisfuh- 
jciU  a::ainrtprivileges  cxprefsly  confirm- 
ed byhimfelf.  In  ihort,  his  palTion  fcr 
power  might  have  li<-en  fully  grarified, 
if  his  more  prevailing  one  to  higo'.ry 
had  not  engaged  him  in  a  fcnlclcls  un- 
deriaking,  of  forcing  ihc  f\nie  form  of 
woHhip  upon  his  fubjetf^s  in  Scotland, 
as  he  had  declared  h'mfcif  fo  wjrrr.lv 
for  in  England.  It  is  iafcr  to  atiacfe 
men  in  their  civil  right-^,  than  their  re- 
ligions opinions  I  the  Scots,  who  ha'l 
acquiefccd  under  t^Tanny,  Took  up  anns 
againllperfecution.  Their  iniurrcftion 
made  it  ncceflTary  to  call  a  parlianienti 
it  met,  hut  wa?i  inilantly  diffolved  by 
the  intemperate  folly  of  the  court.  All 
hopes  of  better  mealiuts  >verc  put  an 
end  to  by  this  lall  provocation.  The 
Scots  marched  into  England,  and  were 
received  by  the  Englifh,  not  as  enemies, 
but  as  brothers  and  allies  :  the  king,  un- 
able to  oppofe  tht:in,  was  compelkd  to 
aik  the  aia  of  another  parliament.  A 
parliament  met,  cxafperated  with  the 
oppi-cffions  of  fifteen  years:  the  principal 
members  were  men  of  the  greateft  capa- 
cit)',  courage,  and  virtue,  firmlY  united 
among  rhemfelvcs,  ami  whom  tfce  court 
could  neither  corrupt  nor  intimidAU» 
They  rclolvcd  to  make  ufc  pf  the  oppor- 
lunity,to  redrefs  \\m\'^rU*vancei^  andy?^ 
cure  the-r  liberty -^  the  king  grantrd  cvtrjr 
thing  that  was  neceffary  to  either  « 
thofcends,  except  fuch  fecmr it i^s  as  might 
have  hi  en  turned  ^Tg"/!//!/!  himfelf:  hut 
what,  perhaps,  wms  really  cemceJuKf  had 
^  '\Y^-)2nsx<L^  (^\  cwjlraiff/^  and  thore- 
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fore  r^rrincd  tuiiher  ^ratitudt  nor  (onfi- 
dence :  the  nation  couKi  no  longer  truft 
the  kiiigj  or,  it"  it  mi^ht,  fartifular 
tneti  coul^l  not  J  and  ih^*  i"uj»port  of  thole 
|)aiticular  men  was  bc\:on)e  a  naUanal 
concern:  tliev  had  cxjK)fI.\l  thcinlVlvt* 
Vy  rcivinijj  tho  publick ;  the  j»ublick 
theretore  judr:.-*!  that  it  was  bound  in 
jullice  to  defend  tlwni.  Nor  indeed  was 
it  )K>ni!ile,  when  tlw  work  of  reforma- 
tion was  btpin,  after  io  long  a  denial 
of  iulHcc,  to  kcep.a  people,  lore  with  the 
^em■Jm^rancc  of  injuhes  received  and 
Ihtisi'-.'ilion  rrfufed,  within  the  bounds 
of  a  proper  moderation.  Such  a  fo- 
brictv  is  much  cafier  in  fpeculation  than 
it  ever  was  in  practice.  Thus,  partly 
for  the  fiifety  of  their  leaders,  and  partly 
from  a  jcaloufy  of  his  intentions  too 
jii:Uyconcei\i.d,  the  parliament  drew  the 
fword  Aj;aiidk  tlie  i;ing:  but  tlic  fwcrd, 
wheii  drawn,  was  no  longer  theirs;  it 
was  quickly  turned  agalnft  them  by 
thole  to  whole  hands  tlicy  Iruftcd  it:  the 
honcilclt  and  wllllt  of  both  parties  were 
out-wittcd  ami  ovcrpowe:  td  by  villain^; 
the  king  perilh^d,  and  the  coiiiiitution 
periHicd  with  liim. 

A  private  man,  whofo  genius  was 
called  forth  by  the  troubles  of  his  coun- 
try, and  formed  in  the  cxercifc  of  fac- 
tion, ulurped  the  govcrnm;.nt.  His 
chaiaclcr  was  ai  extraordinary  as  his 
fortune :  he  had  an  air  of  enthuliafm, 
which  gained  all  thole  who  were  real 
tnlhuiiafts,  (ihc  number  of  whom  was 
grrat  in  thoil-  dayn)  and  put  him  at  th'^ir 
head .  Tliat  he  was  one  himfclf  in  fonie 
<lcgrce  may  h*;  rup|'»ole"i,  notwithltand- 
ing  the  prudence  with  which  he  con- 
th;c>cd  all  hisdefif^ns;  becaufc  the  fame 
fjiarkof  enthuliafm  which  makes  com- 
mon intnmaii,  niay,  in  ct^rlain  conjunc- 
tures, only  ca^Mcitate  others  offuperior 
abilities  to  imdcriakc  and  pei'fcrm  ex- 
traordinary things.  Whether  Crom- 
well was  one  of  thefc,  or  acleJ  entirely 
from  political  cmining,  the  times  helivcil 
in  could  not  dilcover;  and  much  lefs  can 
the  prefcnt.  Thus  far  is  certain,  that, 
by  an  uncommon  appearance  of  zeal,  by 
grcrat  addrefs,  and  great  valour,  he  Ciiii 
tnflcuned  the  fpirit  of  liberty  into  extra- 
njaganci^  and  nftjrwavds  duped  and 
nwe<l  it  itilojubmij/i'ju.  He  trampled  on 
the  laws  ot  the  nation,  but  he  raifed 
the  glory  of  itj  and  it  is  hard  to  fay 
u-hich  he  defer ved  mod,  a  baiter  or  a 
troivn. 

Jf  the  enthufiHfls  of  hii  own  paily 


would  have  permitted  him  to  have  taken 
the  title  of  king  as  well  as  the  jxiwer,  it 
is  probable  the  royalty  might  have  b.cn 
fixed  in  his  fanuly  by  a  Wv-U-modelled  and 
laitir.g  eltabhlhmcnt.  He  Ihewed  a  great 
lUiiit  to  cr.r:y  that  p(iint;  and  I  have 
heard  him  compared  in  this  ipifance  t4 
Jtilius  C'jTiar,  u  grtat  Komtm  general, 
wiio,  like  him,  having  mallered  his 
co.:n^ry  by  It's  own  am^s,  and  being 
pofTclLd  of  uiore  than  the  fouL'er  cf  a 
king,  was  fo  fond  of  adding  the  Mam4 
to  it,  that  It  cull  him  his  life.  But  the 
twocaf<.s  v/tre  totally  dinVrcnt.  What 
in  tile  Roman  was  a  weak  vanity,  and 
below  the  lell  of  liis  chaiacici',  was  in 
the  Enii;Hlhman  f<;lid  good  Icnfe.  The 
one  could  not  take  that  name  without 
ilcihoying  the  forms  of  the  Roman  eonfti- 
tution;  the  oilier  c»>uld  not  preferve  the 
forms  of  the  Englijb  conjiitutton  without 
taking  that  name,  lie  therefore  did 
wifely  in  fjeking  i^j  but  not  being  able 
to  brmg  his  own  fiiends  to  confent  to  it. 
or  to  do  it  ag'iinll  their  oppofition,  he 
could  make  no  fcttJement  of  tlie  govern- 
ment to  out-lall  his  own  life:  tV  it  is 
hardly  pofiiblr,  from  the  nature  of  things, 
that  a  dominion  newly  acquired  fhculd 
long  be  maintained  in  any  country,  if 
the  ancient  iorms  and  numc:;  are' not 
kept  up.  Imni'jcliately  tfft<T  the  death 
of  this  i,Tcat  man,  ;:Ii  order  was  loft  in 
lilt  ftate  :  various  tyrannies  w<  :c  letup, 
and  deftroycd  each  other;  but  all  Hicwctl 
a  republick  to  be  impradicablc.  At 
laft  ti'.e  nation,  growing  weary  of  fuch 
wild  cordul'i^n,  ac;recd  to  rccal  the  ba- 
niihtd  ibn  of  their  murdered  king,  not 
for  /'//  fake^  but  for  tbefahe  of  the  mo^ 
narcky^  wliich  all  the  nation  dctired  to 
ref\i^re\  and  lb  incoiifideiatc  was  the 
zeal  of  thole  times,  that  they  rc(loi"cd  it 
without  any  limivations,  or  any  condi- 
tions made  for  the  puMick.  Thus  the 
fruits  of  a  tedious  civil  war  were  lightly 
and  carclcf*5ly  thrcv/naway  by  toohailjr 
a  p..fri<m  for  rcpuf;:.  The  conllitution 
revived  indted  ajc^iin,  hut  revived /zj^ri. 
ly  as  bifnre:  the  ill  humours,  which 
c.\i-;ht  to  have  been  purgnl  away  by  the 
violent  ri:nu;dies  tl'.at  had  been  ufcd, 
c<.)nt!nued  as  prevalent  as  ever,  and  na- 
turally bioke  out  in  ihr  f  ime  difUmpers. 
The  king  wanted  to  lit  himfelf  above 
the  law;  wicked  men  encouraged  this 
ditpofition;  and  many  good  men  were 
weak  enough  to  comply  with  it,  out  of 
avvrfion  to  thole  principles  of  refinance 
\\V\c\\  \.\\c^-  \\;sl'\  ^w:xv  'ia  l\Va^\"^  -sS^vSr^. 
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LETTER   LXIL 


BELIMy  TO    MIR 

THE  methods  piirfiifd  hy  Charles 
the  Stcond,  in  the  conduct  of  his 
frrTcnr.ment,  "vrcrr  in  many  rtlpc^*;  dff- 
ftrent  from  hrs  father's,  though  the  mir- 
poff  of  both  was  much  the  fame.  Tlie 
father  always  huUied  his  parliaments; 
the  u>n  eruicavourcd  to  corrupt  thrm  r 
the  father  ohlHnately  rrfuleJ  to  chanrre 
his  minifters,  becauic  he  really  efteemtd 
them  as  honeft  raenj  the  fon  very-  cailly 
changed  kis^  hccaufe  he  thought  they 
wtTe  z\\  alike  difhonell,  and  that  his  de- 
figns  might  as  well  he  carried  on  hy 
one  knave  as  hy  another:  the  Pother 
was  a  tool  of  the  clerg)',  and  a  pcrfccu- 
for,  out  of  zeal  for  his  religion;  the  fon 
vas  almoft  indifferent  to  religion,  but 
IcrveJ  the  paflion*;  of  his  clergv  againll 
the  difltntei-s  from  motix'es  of  policy : 
the  father  dcfi red  tohcabfolute  at  home, 
but  to  make  the  nation  refbeftable 
abroad;  the  fon  affiftcd  the  Kmg  of 
France  in  his  mvafions  on  the  liberties 
of  turopc,  that,  by  his  help,  he  might 
matter  thofe  of  Endand;  nay,  he  was 
even  a  penftoner  to  France,  and,  by  lb 
▼ilc  a  profHtntion  of  his  dignity,  ftt  an 
example  to  the  nobility  of  his  realm,  to 
fell  tkeir  honour  like*wifefor  n  fenfion  j 
an  example,  the  ill  ert'eils  of  which  have 
heen  felt  too  fcnfibly  e\'er  (\r\ct» 

Yet,  with  all  thcfe  vices  and  impcr- 
frt'llons  in  the  chnra^cr  of  Charles  the 
Second,  there  was  fomething  fo  bewitch- 
ing in  his  behaviour,  tliat  the  cliarms  of 
It  prevailed  on  many  to  connive  at  the 
faults  of  his  government:  and,  indeed, 
Dotbinc:  can  be  fo  hurtful  to  a  country, 
^hich  Kas  liberties  to  defend,  as  a  prince 
who  knows  how  at  the  fame  time  to 
make  himfelf  de/l>otick  and  agreeable: 
this  was  eminently  the  talent  of  Charles 
tlie  Second;  and  what  is  moft  furpri/ing, 
he  poflclTed  it  without  any  great  depth 
of  tmderftanding. 

B«t  the  principal  inflrumcnt  of  his 
bad  intcntionf^,  was  a  general  depravity 
of  manners,"  with  which  he  took  pains 
to  infeiV  his  court,  and  they  the  natron. 
All  virtues,  both  publick  and  private, 
were  openly  ridiculed;  and  none  were 
allowed  to  nave  any  talents  for  wit  or 
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FROM    Li"kvrA|l. 

bufinefs,  who  pretendctl  to  any  fenfe  of 
honour,  or  regard  to  decency. 

The  king  made  great  ufe  of  thefe  iif«r 
notions;  and  ihey  proved  vcrj-  pcmicii-is 
to  the  frcetlom,  as  well  as  morals,  of 
hi«;  fubjefts  :  but  an  indolence,  n^tiinl 
to  his  tem}>er,  was  fome  check  to  his 
defigns;  and,  fond  as  he  wa*  of  arhi- 
trary  power,  he  did  not  pu rfue  it  any 
fai-thei-  than  was  confident  with  his//cJ- 
fure  and  refofe. 

His  brother,  who  bore  a  great  fway 
in  his  government,  had  changed  his  re- 
ligion abroad,  as  the  kin^  himfelf  had 
alfo  done :  but  with  this  dlfft rencc,  that 
the  latter  retained  almoft  as  little  of  that 
which  he  embraced,  as  of  that  which  he  . 
forfook;  whereas  the  former  was  a  bigot 
to  poper}',  and  known  to  be  fuch,  while 
the  change  of  the  kiiig  was  a  ferret  to 
moft  of  his  fubie£!s.  The  fear  of  a  /p- 
pijb  fucceJd'or  railed  great  dlfcontcnt,  and 
great  difordcrs  in  the  nation :  the  Houi'c 
of  Commons  paffcd  a  bill  for  excluding 
that  prince  from  the  crown,  founded  un- 
doubtedly in  jufticc  and  reafbn;  but  the 
firmnefsof  the  king  in  that  Jingle  p^intt 
thecomplaifanceof  the  lords,  thejealouly 
the  church  entertained  of  the  difllnt- 
ers,  the  fcniplcs  of  thofe  who  ihouphi 
hereditary  right  diwme  and  indfjeajhle^ 
and,  above  all,  the  fear  of  being  in- 
volved in  a  new  civil  war,  which  akirmd 
many  well -meaning  people,  from  a  mix- 
turfc  o^fadkn  that  had  difcovcrcd  itfdf 
in  fome  of  the  cbaraffers,  and  in  fomc 
of  the  meafuresj  by  which  the  national 
caufe  was  then  carried  on,  fhift rated  the 
attempt  tt  change  the  fuceeffinn^  as  the 
obftinacy  of  thofe  engaged  in  that  at- 
tempt did  all  ex])edients  to  limit  the  fur- 
eejfor.  The  unhappy  adrannges  all 
this  gave  to  the  king  madehim  a  gnat 
deal  moi-e  abfohite  in  the  laft  ybars  of  his 
rclg^n  than  in  all  the  foregoing  cr.c«i 
and,u}x>n  his  demiie,  brought  fiis  bro- 
ther in//iic/  and  triumph  to  the  throne. 
He  had  not  been  long  feated  there,  be- 
foi-e  he  convinced  the  moft  attached -to 
his  partv,  that  the  apprehenfions  con- 
ceived oi  hnn,  anil  xht  deiign  of  ex- 
eluding  hitn>  had  been  too  juft;    All 
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fpirit  of  bigotry  could  add  to  a 
n  itfclf  harjh  and  *vioUnt^  ap- 
n  his  (government:  all  that  A 
nJerflanJiHg,  madly  conduSied, 
ulcriake,  was  undertaken:  ar- 
x>wcr  vns  the  means  ul'ed,  and 
deligned  wa9  a  change  of  rcli- 
11.4 ppy  was  it  fur  England  that 
I  I'o  plainly  declared  itfclf:  it 
rven  thofe  whom  no  danger  to 
co\ild  have  ever  alarmed,  and 
he  preachers  of  Hon-reJiJiaMCi  U 


refiJI.  A  revolution  was  evidently  ne- 
cefiary  to  fave  the  whole^  and  that  ne- 
celTity  produced  one. 

King  James  the  Second  loft  his  crown, 
and  the  nation  gave  it  to  their  deliverer 
the  Prince  of  Orange :  the  government 
was  fettled  on  a  Hrroer  foiindit'an, 
agrceaUe  to  tJie  ancient  Saxon  princi- 
ples from  which  it  had  declinecit  aud* 
l)y  a  Sappimfi  peculiar  to  idelf,  grew 
firongtr  from  \hcJbocks  itljadfu/lauuJ* 


LETTER   LXIII, 


8ELIM,   TO   MIRZA    AT   ISPAHAN. 


rtOM   tO!«VO«. 


S  firft  advantage  gained  by  the 
nglllh  natiun,  in  the  change  of 
»venimcnt,  was  the  utter  ex- 
of  thofc-  vain  and  empty  phan- 
'  hereditary  videftafXU  right, 
)o\ver  fuperlor  to  laxv,  which 
imcs  the  Firft  had  conjured  up, 
cat  dlliurbance  and  terror  of  his 

J.imcs  the  Second  they  were 
i  ncjr  can  they  ever  be  brought 
;ain  with  any  profpecl  of  ujc- 
,t  by  that  fatmly  alone,  whidi 
romlim:  for  which  reafon,  it 
nally  he  the  intt- relt  of  the  pco- 
Rnpland,  not  to  AifFcr  fuch  a 
prevail;  bat  T(»  maintain  an  efta- 
it,  which  is  founded  on  the  ba- 
L-ir  liberty,  and  from  which  their 
:annot  be  feuaratcd  unlefs  the 
f  botb  arc  deftroycd. 
ic  parliament  pljwnly  difpofed  of 
n\  iii  altering  thj  fucc^iuon,  the 
who  have  reigned  fmce  that  time 
ttend  tononclmt  y^parliamenta' 

aiid  the  fame  force  as  the  Icgif- 
juld  give  to  that,  it  alfogavc  to 
Ile;;cs  of  the  fubjeft. 
word  loyalty f  which  had  long 
fapplitd,  recovcied  it\  original 
per  fcjife :  it  was  now  undtrltood 
I  no  moie  than  a  due  obedience 
jthority  of  the  king,  in  eonfor- 
thc  laws  'y  inftcad  of  a  bigotted 
ncc  to  the  will  of  the  king,  in 
3n  to  the  laws. 

great  an  advantage  this  would 
.  appear,  by  reticfUng  on  the 
'j  that  have  been  brought  upon 
antry  in  particular,  trom  the 
utcrprcLitiua  of  certain  names  ^ 


But  this  is  not  the  only  benefit  that  en- 
i'ued  from  that  happy  revolution.  Tlve 
prerogative  of  the  crown  had  been  til} 
then  lo  ill  definci!,  that  the  full  extent 
of  it  was  rather  (lopped  by  tlic  degree 
of  prudence  in  the*  government,  or  of 
impatience  in  the  |)eopIe,  than  by  the 
letter  of  the  law :  nay,  it  feemed  as  if  ia 
many  inllances  the  law  allowed  a  povitr 
to  the  king,  entirely  deftruftivc  to  it- 
felf.  Thus  princes  hid.  been  ohm 
made  to  believe^  that  what  their  fubjc^t 
complained  of  as  opprefllon,  was  a  legal 
excrcifc  of  the  rights  of  the  crown :  and 
no  wonder  if,  in  difpurable  points,  they 
decided  the  qucftion  in  favour  of  their 
own  authority.. 

But  now  the  bounds  of  prerogative 
were  marked  out  by  cxprels  reliri^lions; 
the  coiu'fe  of  it  became  regular  and  fix- 
ed; and  could  no  longer  move  oblique- 
ly, U)  the  danger  of  the  fi;eneral  fyfteiiu 

Let  me  al  fo  obferve  to  the*c,  that  wheo;- 
as  before,  togo'vern  by  parliaments  was 
the  policy  only  of  good  and  wife  princes; 
after  this  period,  it  may  be  confiierci 
in  a  different  li^ht,  becaufe  all  expe- 
dients o{ gtnjtrnitig  other-wife 21^:  plainly 
im'pradlicable,  and  it  may  not  alwajrs 
imply  a  conforming  thg  go'vernmeut  to 
the  fctefe  tf  the  pcof>h\  I  will  explain 
tliis  to  diec  more  diliin^ly  when  I  write 
again.  In  tlic  mean  while,  let  me  a  lit- 
tle recal  thy  thoughts  from  pad  events, 
and  the  htflory  of  England,  to  the  rc- 
uicmbrancc  and  love  of  tliy  faithful  Se- 
lim,  who  i&  not  become  fo  much  anEng- 
liihman  as  to  forget  his  native  Perfiaj  - 
but  perpetually  fighs  for  his  friends  and 
country,  amid  ft  all  tliat  engages  his  at- 
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LETTER    LXIV. 


9ELIM,  TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


FKOM  LOKVOiC. 


THE  ancient  revenues  of  the  kings 
of  England  conlilled  chiefly  in  a 
larpcdcmefne  of  lands,  and  certain  rights 
anu  powers  referved  to  them  over  the 
bnds  held  of  the  crown ;  by  means  of 
which,  they  fiipported  the  royal  dig- 
nity without  the  jinmeJiate  airiftance  of 
the  people,  except  upon  extraordinary 
occaiions.  Bot,  in  procefs  of  time,  the 
extravagance  of  princes  and  the  rapi- 
cioufnefs  of  favourites  having  waftc*!  the 
belt  pait  of  this  clbte,  and  their  fi:c- 
ccflbi-s  endeavouring  to  repair  it  by  a  ty- 
rannical abuie  of  thofe  rights  and  pow- 
o-s,  fome  of  them  which  were  found 
to  be  molt  ginevous,  were  bought  off  by 
the  parliament,  with  a  fixed  edablifh- 
tncnt  for  the  maintenance  of  the  houle- 
hold,  compofed  of  certain  taxes  yearly 
ruiied,  ana  appropriated  tliereto. 

But,  after  the  expulfion  cftke  Stuarts, 
the  expencc  of  the  government  belno^ 
augmented  for  the  defence  of  the  fuc- 
celTlon,  the  crown  was  conftrained  to 
apply  \o  parliament,  not  only  for  the 
maintenance  of  it's  houfhold,  which  was 
lettlcd  at  the  beginning  of  eveiy  reign. 


and  in  every  reign  confiJerahlj  enTreafti\ 
not  only  for  extraordinary  fij);  ..cs,  to 
which  end  parliaments  ancient iy  were 
called;  but  for  the  ordinary  fcrviccof 
the  year. 

Thus  a  continual  depcn dance  on  the 
people  became  neceT  ry  to  kings;  and 
they  were  fo  ti-u!y  ths  fer^jann  of  the 
puhlick,  that  thty  recv  ived  the  *wagt5 
of  it  in  form,  and  were  oH-gcd  to  the 
parliament  for  the  means  of  CA-:r:ifing 
the  royalty,  as  well  as  for  the  i  \y..\  they 
had  to  claim  it.  Nor  can  thik  -aluiary 
dtpcndancc  ever  ceafe,  cxccp*.  th'j  par- 
liament itfelf  fhould  give  it  up,  bycm- 
powerinp  the  king  to  raife  money,  with- 
out limvting  the  Jum^  ox  J^edjjing  tli 
fer*vices.  Such  conceffions  are  abfuni 
in  their  own  natuie;  for  if  a  prince  if 
afraid  to  trull  his  people  with  a  power 
of  fupplying  his  ncceflitics,  upon  a  tho- 
rough knowledge  of  them,  the  peq)le 
have  no  encouragement  to  truit  their 
prince,  or,  to  fpcak  more  properly,  his 
miniller,  with  fo  blind  and  undetermined 
an  authority . 


LETTER   LXV. 


8ELIM,    TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


TBOM  LOKPOH. 


YO  U  have  fecn  in  ray  lad,  that,  from 
the  time  of  King  Jameses  expul- 
fion, annual  meetings  of  parliament  were 
tJccome  ncceflfar}'  to  the  canying  on  of 
the  government.  But  that  the  repre- 
fisntatives  of  the  people,  from  loo  long 
a  delegation  of  their  authority,  might 
not  forget  by  nukom^  and  for  ivbat,  it 
was  given  them;  and  that  the  people 
ttilKht  be  enabled  to  correal  a  ba^  choice ^ 
which  cxpei-icnce  fhould  prove  to  bt: 
firch;  it  was  thought  expedient  not  long 
after  to  pafs  a  law  for  the  chufmg  a  nciv 
parliament  at  the  end  of  every  three 
yean.  This  term  has  been  fmce  pro- 
longed \ofewen,  I  think  for  very  good 
realono ;  bccaufe  the  country  mtereft 
could  not  fupport  the  redoubled  expence 
cf  contclUng  with  court-coirw^Uoxw  ^q 


much  oftencr  than  now^  and  there  artf 
no  good  grounds  to  fuppofe  that  the 
efforts  on  that  fide  would  be  much  lefs 
for  a  triennial  than  a  feptennial  parlia- 
ment, a  majority  in  that  being  equally 
neceflary  to  a  court  as  in  this  i  fo  that 
the  attacks  would  be  the  fame,  or 
near  the  fame,  and  the  redflance  much 
weaker  on  the  fide  of  the  people.  If 
then  the  good  propofed  by  (horteningthe 
term  be  very  uncertain,  it  mufl  be  con- 
fidered  that  very  great  and  certain  evils 
attend  upon  frequent  c1e£lions,  viz.  the 
enframing  of  paity  divifions,  depraving 
tlie  morals  of  the  people,  and  many  other 
inconveniences  ot  no  fittle  weight.*^  How- 
ever, this  is  a  point  about  wDtch  I  have 
found  the  beii  men  differ,  and  which 
^Q>^N7'v\\.Nk^<,€(^t^coii{ider  as  more  pro- 
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lan  others  I  have  mentioned 
low  return  to  my  hiftory. 
)tlnrr  arl vantages  gained  to 
i  it^s  happy  reftoratiotty  a  free 
;hvir  rciij^ion  was  allowtd  to 
ff.^r  from  the  rites  of  the  Eng- 
which  has  been  continued 
10  thtm  ever  fmce,  with  fomc 
piJons,  which  even  iktparty 
them  is  now  ajbamed  of, 
thing  contributed  more  than 
)e3cc  and  ha^ipinefs  of  the 
,  by  gaining  it  the  affe^lion 
bict5ls,  and  taking  from  the 
on  a  pretence,  anda  i^rength, 
has  often  made  a  very  bad 

b  obfervc  to  thee,  that  from 
different  tcmp'*r  has  ihewn 
clergy  of  England.  They 
)cttcr  friends  to  liberty,  bct- 
,  better  £ngliihmen»  tlian 
Aiilly  been  either  before  or 
eformation.  Some  among 
Tit  ten  in  defence  of  the  rc- 
;ivil  rights  of  mankind,  with 
iiit,  and  as  much  force  of 
i  argument,  as  any  lay  nun 
,e  j  a  merit  peculiar  to  them- 
to  twbicb  no  other  clergy  in 
orld  can  pretend.  The  gc- 
!icm  arc  now  very  moderate^ 
ifrfttl  members  of  tbe  com- 
in  due  fubmifllon  to  the 
tv,  and  defiring  nothing  but, 
cI'eiTc,  the  protection  of  go* 
tbe  enjoyment  of  thetr  juJI 
::y  who  would  deny  them 
hcinll'lvcs  perfecutorsj  dif- 
'svernmenty  and  'very  bad 
'he  commonivealtb, 
rdfion  was  facilitated  and 
he  union  of  Scotland  with 
I  i  Grer»t  Britain  became  in- 
\ytr,  by  iK-ing  undivided^ 
■x'jh'Jly  an  ijland, 
it  ion  of  tlvdC  union  was,  the 
xtvcn  Scotch  peers,  chofen 
L  Ujdy  cf  tlie  jieerufrc,  into 
Hoiile  of  Lords,  but  upon 
y  dilicrent  from  the  reft,  be- 
Li'.*  only  for  the  duration  of 
:nt,  at  the  end  of  which  a 
1  mull  he  made.  If  thofe 
free  and  unhtfi:ieHced,  thi* 


«7 

alteration  in  the  Engliniconftitiition  may 
prove  very  much  to  it'^s  advantage,  be- 
caiife  fuchanumber  of  independent  votes 
will  balance  any  part  of  tbe  Houfe  of 
Peers  over  which  the  court  may  have 
obtained  too  great  an  influence  £  but  if 
they  fhould  cVcr  be  ekofen  by  corruption, 
and  have  no  hopes  o^ fitting  there  again 
except  by  an  unconJUtutional  dependence 
on  the  favour  of  a  court,  then  fuch  a 
number  added  to  the  others  would  grie\''- 
ouAy  endanger  the  conftitution^  and 
the  Houfe  ot  Lords,  inllead  of  being, 
as  it  ought,  a  mediating  po^iver  between 
the  crown  and  the  people,  would  become 
a  fort  of  anticbamber  to  the  courts  a  mere 
office  for  executing  and  authorizing  the 
purpofcs  of  a  minijier, 

I  have  now,  my  dear  Mirza,  traced 
thee  out  a  general  plan  of  the  Englifh 
conftitutiont  and  1  believe  thou  wilt 
agree  with  me,  upon  the  whole>  that  et 
better  can  hardly  oe  contrived;  the  only 
misfortune  is,  that/b  good  a  one  can 
bardiy  be  prefer*ved. 

The  great  diftin£lion  between  the  an- 
cient plan  of  it  and  that  which  has  taken 
place  fmce  the  expulfion  of  the  Stuarts 
is  this,  that  the  firft  yn»  left  perfect  \  but 
better  fecured^  becaufe  the  nobility  and 
people  bad  the  fivord  in  their  hands i 
whereas  the  lall  is  more  regular^  fub- 
jcA  XJD  fewer  diforders^  and  in  the  frame 
of  it  more  free^  but  ///  fecurcdy  the 
fword  being  only  in  the  bands  of  the  king  s 
to  which  is  added  a  vail  encrcafc  of  the 
wealth  of  the  crown,  and  a  mighty  in- 
fluence gained  to  it  by  the  debts  ot*  the 
publick,  which  have  brought  on  new 
taxes,  new  poavers  for  the  railing  thofe 
taxes,  of  a  verv  dangerous  nature,  and  a 
prodigious  multipl  ication  of  officer sv^hoi  - 
fy  dependent  upon  the  court;  iron»  all 
which  the  court  has  acquired  new  meana 
of  corruption,  without  any  new  tffeSuat 
lecurities  againll  that  corruption  being 
yet  gained  on  the  fide  of  the  ucoplc. 
And  this  fort  of  power  is  fo  much  more 
to  be  ffta-  -d  than  any  other,  as  it  cannot 
be  exercHsd  without  depranjtng  the  mo- 
rais,  and  debafing  tbe  rpirit,  of  the 
whole  pfople;  which  in  the  end  would 
not  onlv  cnllavc  them,  but  render  their 
ftrvitiufe  voluntary,  deferred,  andr/- 
medflefs. 
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LETTER   LXVI. 

9S]{JM»   TO  MiRZA  AT  ISFAHAN. 


PKOM  tOKSOir. 


IN  former  Kigs«>  wIkh  purliinirtits 
were  bud  afide  fMr  %ny  kngth  of  tiinc, 
«he  whole  authority  ot  the  ftate  W9s 
lod^d  in  a  privy  co\iiiciI«  by  the  ad- 
vice and  duoftioD  of  which  all  afiain 
were  carried  on .  But  thefe  counfellors, 
being  ck^etthy  the  king,  and  dt^nd- 
pig  on  \i\%  favour,  vrei«  too  apt  to  ad- 
viie  fuch  Uiings  only  a^  they  knew 
«irouI«t  he  iiii:4l  af^recable;  and  thus  the 
in^^relb  of  the  nation  wcix;  ofteai  facri- 
ficed  to  the  profit  and  expc^lations  of  a 
few  particulars.  Yet  ftiil,  as  oo  extra - 
ofdiaary  occafions  the  king  might  be 
foiced  to  call  a  parliamcnti  the  fear  of 
it  was  fome  check  to  their  proceedings; 
f  nd  a  itegree  of  caution  was  natural  to 
ncii  who  foreiaw  they  ihonld  iboocr  or 
later  be  called  to  an  account.  But  let 
Ot  fuppofe,  that  any  future  prince  could 
wbolJy  'mfbn£n€4  ihi  gU^Mn  rfatarlia- 
menft  and  make  tbt  mombers  of  it  dt- 
penJfMi  §u  himftif^  what  would  be  the 
di&ioice  between  timi  parliamnH  and 
a  piivy  council  ?  Woukl  it  i{Kak  the 
ienfe  of  the  natuw,  or  of  the  court? 
Would  the  intereft  of  the  people  be  con- 
iidca-d  in  it,  or  that  of  their  rmefenta- 
tivts  '  They  would  only  differ  in  this 
Eripi6l,  that  011^,  having  no  power  above 
it,  might  h  sbfiilHtily  fretjrmn  oil  r#. 
firamty  which,  wiili  thctciror  of  a  par- 
liament hanging  of  er  it,  the  ^htr  mviw 
€%uld, 

.  This  is  the  only  imaginable  method, 
by  which  the  liberty  of  the  English  na- 
tJun  ctiii  be  attacked  with  any  iUccei's. 
jBut  thou  wilt  aJk,  To  what  end  ihould 
an  attack  of  this  nature  be  made?  Why 
Ihould  a  king  oi*  England  go  about  to 
4eftroy  a  coQttitution,  the  maintenance 
(»f  which  would  render  him  both  gicat 
9nd  happy  ? 

I  reply,  that  a  king  indeed  can  have 
aoreaibnahle  imluccment  to  make  fuch 
an  experiment^  but  a  minifter  may  find 
'  k  neceil'ary  for  hi  ft  own  fu}'port :  and 
happy  wou  hi  it  Jmve  been  foi-  many 
countii'wS,  if  the  mafer^s  interest  had 


bean  cooiidered  by  they^'tMrni  half  k 
warmly  as  Htvtfitr^amfs  by  tlie  m^tr. 

If  a  man  who  travels  through  Italy 
vras  to  afic,  what  advantage  all  the 
wealth  in  religious  houfes,  and  all  tbt 
idolatrous  worlbip  paid  tfaeiv,  are  to 
the  faints  they  aie  dedicated  to;  the 
anfwer  muft  bci  Ofmofu  ai  mil,  Bot 
the  priefts,  who  are  really  gainers  bv 
them,  know  that  they  abnle  the  p«^ 
to  very  good  purpole;  and  make  11& 
of  a  'vmerMHi  n^mg^  not  from  any 
regard  they  have  to  it,  but  to  raile 
their  own  grvatnels,  Avell  dieir  own 
pride,  and  covtr  and>!f  r«rr  their  own  ei- 
tortion. 

It  is  «aly  thcxe£oie  by  the  weakDeTs 
of  princes,  the  aru  of  miniilers,  ar^ 
the  iedu^on  of  the  people  againft  their 
own  inifc£fitU,  the  conmtvition  of  Eog- 
land  caA  perifti,  and  orobably  will  pc- 
riAi  at  laft.  This  ^U  happen  fooner  of 
later,  as  more  or  W&  caxc  is  taken  by 
thoie  whoic  duty  it  is  to  watch  over  it. 
I  am  not  igsorant  that  these  are  ibin: 
vifionary  men,  who  dream  of  fchemes  to 
perpetuate  it  beyond  all  poffibtlity  of 
future  change:  but  I  nave  always 
thought  the  fame  of  pcditical  projefb  (0 
render  a  goveniBienta  as  ot  chemical 
ppojeda  to  render  a  man  immTtmi,  Such 
a  grtuid  iUseir  cannot  be  found;  aod 
thole  vdio  wonki  tmmp§r  with  ftates,  jn 
hopes  of  procuring  them  diat  mumrtO' 
iitjf,  are  the  moft  unfit  to  prefcribe  to 
them  of  all  men  ia  the  world.  But, 
at  the  fiinae  time  that  I  know  this,  I  ahb 
know,  that  the  date  of  a  govennnest 
may  be  pr$ioagrd  by  proper  and  falutaiy 
remevlies,  applied  by  thofe  who  under- 
fiand  if  s  true  natui«,  and  join  to  fpc- 
culaiive  wi(dom  tJspfrutHi  and  temfir. 
Nor  (hould  I  think  it  aft  all  a  better  ex- 
cuie  for  aiiifting  to  ruin  the  conftitution 
of  my  country,  that  it  mmjt  eomi  f§  mh 
end,  and  pcuhaps  t^gias  t$  dfcaj,  than 
for  toinijMtMjhp  murder  of  my  fuher> 
that  he  JSSf/IWi  fit  /^,  and  ^im  1$ 
gnvLvtU* 
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LETTER   LXVn. 

SEtltff  to  tXtJLZk  AT  IS^AHAlT. 


THE  Other  morningy  a  fiiend  of 
mine  came  to  me,  and  told  me, 
with  the  air  of  one  who  brings  an  agree- 
able piece  of  news,  that  Uierc  was  a 
lady  who  moft  palTionately  defined  the 
pleafure  of  my  acquaintance^  and  had 
coromiiTioned  dim  to  cany  me  to  fee  her. 
I  will  not  deny  to  tkei^  titftffay  ta- 
nity  was  a  little  flattered  with  this  mef- 
£ige:  I  fancied  flie  had  feen  me  in  feme 
publick  placer  and  had  taken  a  liking  to 
Hiy  perfon^  not  being  able  to  compare- 
bend  what  other  naothre  could  make  her 
iend  for  a  man  ihe  was  a  ftranger  to^  im 
{o  free  and  extraordinary  a  msumer.  I 
painted  her  in  mv  own  imagm^ion  very 
young  and  very  handfomey  and  iet  out) 
with  moft  pleaiing  expe^tiont,  to  fee 
the  conqueft  I  lad  made:  but  when  I 
arrived  at  the  place  of  adignation,  I 
found  a  little  old  woman^  venr  diFty, 
encircled  by  four  or  five  Arange  feUows, 
one  of  whom  had  at  paper  im  hie  ]iand> 
which  he  was  reading  to  her  with  aU  the 
eniphafis  of' an  author. 

My  coming  in  obliged  him  to  break 
oSf  which  put  him  a  good  deal  out  of 
humour  i  but  the  lady,  uadcrftanding 
who  I  was,  received  me  with  great  fa- 
tisf^ion,  and  tc^d  me^  (he  hod  long 
had  a  curiofity  to  be  acquainted  with  a 
Mahometan:  <  For  you  muftknow,*  laid 
ihe,  <  that  I  have  applied  myfelf  parti - 

•  cularly  to  the  ftudy  of  tbtohgy^  and 
'  by  profound  meditation  and  enquiry 

•  have  formed  a  religion  of  my  own-, 

•  much  better  than  the  'vulgar  one  in 

•  all  refpecls.      I  never  admit  any-Kody 
f  f)0  my  houfei  who  is  not  diftinguilhcd 


r'XOM  L61I0OK. 

*  ft*om  the  common  berdrfCbriJlimnM  hf 

*  (bme  extraordiiiaey  notion  in  divrfuty: 
'  all  thefe  gentlemen  are  emiMiatij berg^ 

*  tical,  each  in  a  way  peculiar  to  him- 
'  felf }  they  are  fo  ^ood  to  do  me  the 

*  honour  o#  inftruftmg  me  in  their  fe- 

*  veral  points  of  faith,  and  fubmit  their 

*  Oj^niona  to  nfy  judgment.     Thus, 

*  Sir,  I  have  compofed  a  private  fyftemt 
'  which  m<)A  ifecefrarify  be  pene6(cr 

*  than  any,  becaufe  it  i^  coUefMoutof 

*  aH)  but  tocomrpleat  it,  I  want  a  little  of 

*  the  Kormn^  a  book  which  I  have  heard 

*  fpoken  of  mighty  handsomely  by  ma- 

*  ny  learr.ed  men  of  my  acquaintance: 
'•and  I  afTure  you,  Sir,  I  ftiould  have a( 

*  vety  {rood  opimeo  of  Malknbet  him- 

*  ielt,  if  he  were  noe  a  IMe  too  hard 

*  upon  the  ladies.    Be  £b  kind  there- 

*  fore  to  zniiimis  tat  inr  jwir  HgfiirkSf 

*  and  you  ftv^ll  ^nd  the  ^rtrj  doeiUuid 

*  ycry  gratejtd,^ 

*  Madatti,^  ^epUed  I  in  great  cenfu- 
fion,  '  I  did  not  come  t»  EngiaAd  at  t 
«  miJUonary^  and  was  never  vec&din 

<  reUgitm  dtffimaiiom,    ButifaPerfian 

*  M^  would  emeitain  you^  I  could  Cell 

*  you  one  that  the  eaftem  ladka  are 
«  mightvfondof.^ 

*  A  Perfian  tak !"  cried  ihe;  *  have 

*  you  the  iniblence  to  ofo  mea  Perfian 

<  taUr  ReaUy,  Sir,  I  am  not  u&d  to 

*  be  fo  affiontcd.' 

At  thefe  words,  ihe  retired  into  her 
cloiet»  with  her  whole  train  ofmetapby* 
JUiaHS\  and  left  my  friend  and  me  to  go 
awajr,  as  unworthy  of  any  further  cora- 
nmni^  wilSi  her. 


LETTER    LXVIII. 


SELlMjTO  MIEZA  AT  ISPAHAN, 


WOULdST  dipu  know,  Mirza^ 
.  the  prefent  ftate  pf  Euiope  ?  I 
wiUgive  it  thee  in  a  very  few  words. 

There  is  one  nation  in  it,  which  thinks 
of  nothing  but  how  to  prey  upon  the 
•l^#r/,  while  tlie  others  areendrely  taken 
up  with/r/ywrf  upqn  tbmfel'^'es. 


raote  LONDON. 

There  it  otu  nation-  where  particulan 
tilkr  w.  J. ride  in  the  tflbry  of  tncir  coun- 
tr  V;  while  in  the  others  no  glory  is  con- 
fubiLd,  but,  that  of  nifing  or  improving 
:i  V  ill  eftate. 

Theie  i<i  §m  matimi  which»  Aough 
able  in  ne^oclaivou^  ^m^  vC%  ^^cmlv^ 
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confidence  in  thtfwwd\  while  the  others 
truft  wholly  to  the  pen^  though  much 
lefs  capable  of  ufing  it  with  advantage. 

There  is  one  nation  which  invariably 
purfues  a  gnat  plan  of  general  ihminion^ 
while  the  others  arc  purfuing  Uttle  inte- 
refisy  through  a  Ubyrinth  of  changes 
and  contramBions. 

What,  Mina,  deft  thou  think  will 


be  the  confequence?  Is  it  not  prehaHle 
that  this  nation  will  in  the  end  be  lord  of 
al)  the  reft?  It  certainly  muft.  One 
thine  only  can  hinder  it,  which  is,  thzc 
the  rear  of  falling  under  that  yoke,  when 
the  peril  appears  to  he  imminent,  may 
raife  a  different  fpirit  in  all  thoje  nationr, 
and  work  out  their  fafety  fiT>m  their 
danger  itfelf . 


LETTER    LXIX. 


tELIMf  TO  MIRZA   AT   ISFAHAN. 


FROM    LONDOTf. 


I  Was  the  other  day  in  a  coffee -hou(c, 
where  I  found  a  man  declaiming  up- 
on the  prefent  (late  of  Perfia,  and  To 
warm  for  the  interefts  of  Tamas  Kouli 
Kan,  our  invincible  general*,  that,  if  it 
had  not  been  for  his  language  and  drefs, 
I  (hould  have  taken  him  for  a  Perfian. 
«  Sir,'  faid  I,  *  are  vou  acquainted 

*  with  Tamas  Kouli  Kan,  that  you 

*  concern  yourfelf  thus  about  him?' 

*  No,'  nid  he,   *  I  was  never  out  of 

*  Engbnd;  but  I, love  the  Perfians,  for 

*  being  enemies  to  the  Turks.' 

«  What  hurt  have  the  Turks  done 

*  you,'  anfwered  I,  *  that  you  bear  fuch 

*  enmity  againft  them  ?' 

•  Sir,'  replied  he,  *  I  am  afraid  they 

*  (hould  hurt  the  Mff^^rvr,  whofe  friend 

*  I  have  always  declared  myfelf.' 

I  enquired  of  a  gentleman  that  fat  by 
me,  who  this  friend  of  the  empe- 
ror might  be^  and  was  told  that  he 
was  a  £tnciMg-maJfer  in  St.  James's 
Street. 


*  For  my  part,'  faid  a  young  gentle- 
man finely  di-cfled,  that  ftood  lipping  a 
diih  of  tea  by  the  fire -fide,  *  I  do  not 

*  care  if  Tamas  Kouli  Kan,  and  the 

*  great  Turk,  and  all  the  Perfians  and 

*  emperors  in  Europe,  were  at  the  hot- 
■  tom  of  the  fca,  provided  Farinelli  be 
«  but  fafe.' 

The  indifference  of  this  g^tleman 
furprized  me  more  than  the  importance 
of  the  other. 

*  If  you  are  conciemed  for  Farinelli,' 
faid  a  third,  (who  they  told  me  was  a 
chemift)    *  perfuade  Km  to  take  my 

*  ifrcp;  anci  that  will  fecure  him  from 

*  the  humidity  oftheEn^liih  air,  which 
'  may  very  much  prejudice  his  voice.' 

'  Will  It  not  alio  make  awiurof  hira 

*  again  f  faid  a  gentleman  to  the  doc- 
tor.  *  After  the  miracles  wc  have  been 

*  told  it  has  performed,  there  is  nothing 

*  more  wanting  butyirr^  a  cure  to  com- 

*  pleat  it's  reputation.' 
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8ELIM,  TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


A  Friend  of  mine  was  talking  to  me, 
fome  days  ago,  of  the  fpirit  of  en- 
thufiafm,  which  appeared  fo  lirongly  in 
the  firft  profeiTors  of  our  religion;  and, 
as  he  pi-ctcn:led,  in  the  prophet  himftrlf: 
to  that  chiefly  he  afcril>ed  their  mighty 
onqucfts;  and  obferved,  that  there 
needed  nothing  more  to  render  them  in- 
vincible, fuch  a  fpirit  being  conitantly 
attended  with  a  contempt  of  plea  fare 
mnd  of  eafe,  of  xianger  and  of  pain. 


riOlf    L0Jf901f« 

*  If,'  fai<J  he,  '  the  enthufiaffs  of  this 
country,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the 
Firft,  had  been  united  among  ^em« 
felves,  like  the  Arabians  under  Ma- 
homct  and  his  fucceflbrs,  I  make  no 
doubt  but  they  might  have  conquered 
ail  Europe:  hut  unhappily  their  en- 
thufiafm  was  dire6^cd  to  ditferent 
points  J  feme  were  bigots  to  the  Church 
of  England;  fome  to  Calvin;  fbmc  to 
particular  whrmfies  of  their  ownj  one 


•  By  thcfe  words  it  af  peats,  that  thcfc  Letters  were  written  before  Taaus  Kouli  Km 
iifjrped  the  throne* 
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them  ran  mad  for  a  rrpubliclc, 
were  no  Icfs  out.  of  their  wits 
love  of  monarchy;  fo  that,  in- 
r  making  themielves  furmidable 
:  neighbours,  they  turned  the 
F  their  fury  againii  each  other, 
ilroycd  all  peace  and  order  here 
e.  Yet,  as  much /is  our.  an- 
liiffered  then  by  the  wrong  di- 

of  their  7-cal,  I  wilh  the  prc- 
re  may  not  fuffer  more  by  the 
fant  of  it  among  us.     There  is 

and  lifelcls  an  unconcern  to 
hing  but  a  narrow,  private  in- 
we  are  fu  little  in  earned  about 


*  religion,  virtue,  honour,  tjr  the  good 

*  of  our  counti'y;    that,   ynleft  fome 

*  fpark  of  the  ancient  fire  fhould  rpvivei 

*  I  am  afraid  we  fliall  joft  awuy  our  11- 

*  bertics,  and  all  that  is  ferious  to  ouf 

*  happinefs.     If  the  great  Mr.  .Hamp^ 

*  den  had  converfed  with  our  modei-tt 

*  race  of  wits,  he  would  have  been  told; 
'  that  it  was  a  ridiculou$  etuki^/iafmy  x6 

*  trouble  himfclf  about  a  trifling  uim  cf 

*  money,   bccaulc  it  was  railed  r^inil 

*  the  privileges  of  the  people;  and  that 

*  he  might  get  a  thoufand  times  mf)re 
'  than  he  difputed  fori  by  a  ^rud^ni 
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S£LIM,   TO   MIRZA   AT   ISPAHAN. 


RE  is  a  new  fcicnce  produced 
Europe  of  late  years,  entirely 
1  to  any  former  age,  or  to- any 
t  of  the  world,  which  is  called 
^  LEARNING.  I  have  been  let 
ncral  i;lea  of  it  by  a  very  ingCr 
end  of  mine,  who  has  acquired 
i-a})l(>  talent  in  it,  having  ferved 
iticclhip  of  twenty  years  under 
mailers  in  foreign  courts,  and 
.  a  political  fenfe,  the  tour  tf 
He  tells  me,  it  is  a  very  exten- 
C  for  not  only  tki  rights  of 
nee,  but  their  incHnations  to  the 
any  otter,  are  therein  fet  forth 
jjrcnendcd.  This  has  branched 
into  an  infinity  offiparatt  and 
'tides  y  engageTfientSy  counter' 
f«/j,  memorials,  remonflrances^ 
'ons\  all  which  the  learned  in 
ice  arc  required  to  know  per- 
'  heart,  that  ihcy  may  be  ready 
lafion  to  apply  them,  or  elude 
tlication,  as  the  intereft  of  their 
hall  demand. 

;wed  me  ten  or  twelve  volumes 
biifhcd,  confifting  only  of  the 
vhich  have  been  m.ade  llnce  the 
g  of  this  century,  four  or  five 
were  quite  filled  with  tliofc  of 

;,'  fald  I,  *  this  huge  heap  of 
aliens  could  never  have  been 
red  about  the  bufincfs  of  this 
pot  of  earth  for  (b  fmall  a  fpace 
c  as  thirty  jearsi  No— the  af* 
f  all  Europe  muft  be  fettled  in 
for  tke  luxt  centurf  at  Itajt:^^ 


rKOM    I.OKDON*      . 

*  For  the  next  fejkn  of  parliament^ 
anfwered  he ;  *  tbife  pditicml  macbiun 
are  feldom  mounted  to  go  kmgtr  than 
that  p^riodf  without  being  iaksn  t§ 
pieces f  or  neau  tvouud-up.* 
<  But  how,Vfaid  I,  '  coidd  England* 
whicli  is  an  ifiand,  be  enough  concern-* 
ed  in  what  nafles  on  the  continent,  to 
undergo  all  this  labour  in.  adjuiUnj; 
it?' 

*  O,'  replied  he,  *  wc  grow  wearf 
of  1)eing  confined  wihin  thf  narrona 
'vergs  ^'our  o*wn  interefis\  we  thought 
it  looked  more  confideruhU,  to  expa» 
tiate^  and  give  our  talents  room  to  flaym 
But  this  w^  not  the  only  end  oi*  our 
continual  and  reftlefs  agitations  it 
may  freouently  be  the  intercft  of  a  mi* 
nilier,  ir  he  finds  things  in  a  calm,  to 
trouble  the  ivaters,  and  work  up  a 
fiorm  about  him;  if  not  to  perplex 
and  confound  thofe  abo've  kirn,  yet  to 
cmbarrafs  and  intimidate  the  compe- 
titors or  rivals  of  his  poivcr. 

*  Perhaps  too  there  miglit  be  a  ftill 
deeper  motive:  thcle  engagements  are 
for  the  moft  pait  pretty  chsU-geablc; 
and  thofe  who  ai'c  obliged  to  make 
them  good,  complain  that  they  are 
much  the. poorer  for  them;  but  it  it 
not  line,  that  thofe  ^u^hofirm  them  are 

\<i  too.' 

*  As  far,'  faid  I,  *  as  my  little  ob- 
frrvation  can  enable  mc  to  judge  of 
thcil'  affairs,  the  multiplicity  of  your 
treaties  is  as  hurtful  as  tbemultiplicitT 
of  your  laws.  Itv  AA*^^  a  jeui  ^Voeot 
^liivrdA  art  iousi^  W5i^ve«^vc>'«^^^'^^ 
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*  rtifFcrmcw  of  patticalars  in  a  ftate,  or 

*  of  one  ftatc  with  another.     But  here 

*  you  nm  imto  njokuius  upon  \ioi&ii  and 
«  what  is  the  effea  of  h  ?  Why,  after 

*  gniat  trnkbU  and  firuU  ixpenciy  you 

*  arc  as  for  from  decijimg  as  befo« ;  nay, 

*  ofttn  mopf  puzzled  and  confounded. 

*  The  onlr  diftinftion  ftcms  to  be,  th:it 

*  HI  your  unv-fuits,  perplexing  as  they 
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*  are,  there  is  at  ]a(!  d  ruU  tfiqmty  tf 

<  refort  to;  but  in  the  other  difputes ,  the 

*  laft  appeal  is  to  thi  imquitmts  ruU  tf 

*  firci'^  and  prifites  treat  bj  the  mouths 
'  of  thnr  great  gnus,  which  foon  de- 

<  molilh  all  the  paper  on  both  fides, 
«  and  tear  to  pieces  cvei7  e$irweh  rfae- 
*■  geeiathfi.^ 


LETTER  LXXIL 


SELIM,  TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAUAH. 


FKOM  LONOOy. 


IWas  lately  at  a  tavern  with  a  ictt  of 
company  very  oddly  put  together : 
thej^e  was  a  country  gentleman,  a  man 
of  honc(t  principles,  but  extremely  a 
bigot  to  his  religion,  which  was  that  of 
the  Chinxh  of  Romej  there  was  a  law- 
yer, who  was  a  very  good  Protcftant, 
poderate  to  thofe  who  differed  fromr  him 
m  points  of  belief,  but  aealous  in  the 
caiuc  of  civil  liberty;  there  was  a  emir- 
tier,  who  (eemed  not  to  believe  any 
thing,  and  tu  be  angry  with  every  body 
that  did. 

This  hft  very  rudely  attacked  the 
faiith  of  the  poor  coumry  gentleman, 
and  laid  open  to  him  the  frauds  of  the 
Roman  priclVhood,.  who,  by  flow  but 
fegtilar  degrees,  had  erefted  (uch  a  ty- 
ranny over  the  mindfe  and  fpirits  of  the 
people,  that  nothing  wns  too  grofs  for 
dicm  to  impofe,  or  too  arropint  to  aH* 
fume.  He  fct  forth  the  va(t  difference 
between  a  hi/top  in  the  primitire  ages  of 
ChrilHaniiy,  and  a  pope,  with  a  triple 
crown  upon  his  head,  and  half  the 
wealth  ot  Chril^endom  in  his  treafury. 
He  lamented  the  fmiplicity  of  thofe 
who,  without  looking  bark  to  the  ori- 
Xtnal  of  things,  imaE^ine  that  all  is  right 
which  tliey  tind  tfiMiJhed\  and  miftake 
the  rorruptianj  of  ajyftem  ifsr^tjyjlem 
itfilfz  he  inveighed  againft  the  pufijlani- 
init>'  of  others,  who  though  thcy/ff  the 
rorrupfions,  and  detefi  them,  yet  fuffcr 
them  to  continue  uareftirmidj  only  be- 
caufe  iliey  ha^e  been  toUrated  fr  long ; 
SG  if  any  rv//  wis  ltf$  iUtngerwj,  by 
bcrinv:  grown  habitual. 

He  concluded  by  declaiming  vcr}' 
eloqiientlv  on  the  uie  and  advantage  of 
free-thinkfrngy  that  is,  of  doubting  and 
examining  every  article  iproiyofed  to  our 
belief,  which  a\onc  co\i\d  Atttft:  ^t& 
impofitionsy  wvdconiouwA  x\vc\\\^t- 


pofes  of  their  authors ;  mixing,  in  the 
com-le  of  his  talk,  with  thefc  jull  rt- 
flexions,  many  licentious  luitticifm 
againli  what  all  reUgiom  and  allpbilBjh 
pfyy  have  ever  accounted  £ure4  and  vc< 
nerable. 

His  antagonift  had  fittle  to  repl^;  but 
entrenched  hiniielf  ni  the  neceihty  of 
Jkbmiitiag  to  the  emtb^rilf  of  the  ehvch^ 
md  the  danger  of  allowing  private 
jmdgmtnt  to  call:  in  qTKftion  ber  deci- 
fions. 

The  diipate  would  hate  been  turned 
into  a  qtiarrel,  by  the  zeal  of  tne  and 
the  afperity  of  the  utber^  had  not  the 
lawyer  very  feafcnably  interpofed,  who, 
addrefllng  himf4f  to  the  advocate  for 
freedom,  defired  to  know  whether  lu 
htrty  in  temtorab  was  not  of  impon- 
ance  to  manlund,  as  well  as  liberty  in 
JpintMoif,    *  How  then  comes  it,  that 
you,  who  are  fb  warm  for  die  main- 
tenance of  tBe  lafi,  arc  fo  notoriously 
indifferent  to  the  firft  ?  To  what  fluU 
we  afcribc  the  mighty  difference  be- 
tween your  FOLiTiCAL  and  reu- 
Gious  PAITH?  and  whence  is  it  that 
the  former  is  fo  eajy,  and  the  latter  fo 
mtraSMe  P  Can  tbojle  who  arc  thus 
qnick-iighted  iii  the  ftiauds  oi  eccUJi' 
ajfical  dominioa,  fee  no  jugging  at  all 
in  their  ctvifnierjf  Are  the  lairfi^ 
thns  lefs  glaring,  or  more  tolenible, 
which  tbej^  both  acquiefce  in  aiu!  fup- 
port,  than  thofe  which  they  fb  violent- 
ly oppolc  ?  Let  uf  talte  Oie  very  in- 
Itance  you  have  given.     Is  a  ptfi 
more  Malite  to  a  eBriJHan  bifipp,  dun 
a  file  mimjler  to  an  ^tr  tfajm 
fiau?  If  yoa  /mj^  hack  to  the  mr'^Msi 
of  things,  what  cracet  will  you  find 
oifitcbam^ef   In  what  ancient 
toTv^cttQ^^casa^T^^^q^^Cbaverthefbun-    i 
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U  iBoft  mstfiifeft  corruption,  growing 
out  often  thoi^fand  corruptions^  and 
nuturally  j>rodu£ltve  of  ten  tbouiand 
more  i  It  you  fay,  thefe  are  mjf  tries 
rffiaiit  and  tbcrefoce  uot  toti  gxa- 
minid\  I  am  fure  the  utjffier'us  you 
attack  have  yet  a  better  title  to- your 
refped,  and  Icfs  mifchief  will  attend 
on  their  remaining  not  fubjeft  to  «»- 

quiry- 

*  Or  will  you  borrow  the  axvuments 
of  your  adverfary,  and  plead  the  ue^ 
t^fiij  ^ffubmifficMy  and  tne  danger  of 
fetting  up  reafon  zgsduii  auil»rity  f 
If  ib,  I  would  only  put  you  in  mind, 
that  aU  autborit^  firwsfrom  reufmit 
and  ought  to  loie  it's  force  in  propor- 
tion as  it  deviates  from  it's  fburce. 

*  It  is  a  jeft  to  fay,  that  mankind  can- 
not be  sovemed  without  tbefe  imp<i/i- 
tiomti  &y  were  governed  happily  be- 
fore the/e  were  iavefUidf  much  more 
happily  than  they  have  been  ever  fince : 
as  well  it  may  be  faid,  that  Chriflian 
piety,  which  was  eftabliftied  in  plain- 
cieaijng  and  funplicity,  muft  be  fup- 
ported  by  the  knavery  and  pageanti  y 
mtroduced  in  late  ages  by  the  Church 
of  Rome.  But  the  truth  is,  that  moll 
men  do  in  the  (Lite  juft  what  you  lay 
has  been  done  in  the  Church;  they 
mamiaift  abufes  by  prefcriftian,  and 
make  the  bad  condition  rhrngs  are  im 
an  argumc*nt  for  letting  them  gra-in 
fworfeJ" 

*  I  cannot,*  faid  I,  '  debate  with  tlie 
gentleman  who  has  attacked  the  abull-s 
of  cccielialtical  power  upon  the  parti- 


cular fafts  he  has  ailbted;  nor  will  I 
wholly  deny  the  concluiions  he  draws 
from  thofe  fafis.  But  it  feems  to 
me,  that  he  has  often  confounded  two 
things  entirely  different;  a  juft  rag^d 
to  religion,  without  which  no  (bciety 
can  long  fub(ift,  and  a  weak  attach* 
ment  to  what  either  folly  or  knavery 
may  have  grafted  upon  religion,  and 
fanflified  under  that  name.  To  dif- 
tinguiih  thefe,  is  the  part  of  a  man  of 
&nfe,  and  a  good  man ;  but  to  attack 
both  without  any  diftin6lion,  to  attack 
the  firft  becaufe  of  the  lail,  is  at  leaft 
as  far  from  true  wifdom  as  fuper^tion 
itfelf.  Can  a  worfe  corruption,  or  a 
more  dreadful  diforder,  aurife  in  any 
government,  than  an  open  contempt 
of  i^igion,  avowed  and  proiefled?  A 
nation  where  tbat  prevails,  is  on  the 
brink  of  delbudion.  What  degree 
of  ixipefk  01*  fubmiflion  is  due  to  par- 
ticular religious  opinions,  even  to 
thoie  which  ai-e  not  ejential,  1  will 
not  take  upon  me  now  to  di£^te;  but 
this  I  am  fure  of,  that  a  butid  crnjl* 
ddnce  in  tem^ral  affairs  agrees  very 
iU  with  d9ubt  in  fpiritudls.  A  frte 
enquirer  into  pomts  of  fpeculation 
(hould,  beyond  all  others,  be  aihamcd 
of  a  tame  compliance  in  points  of 
adlion. 

*  The  untbink'mg  may  be  pa/Eve  from 
deluiion,  or,  at  leail,  from  inadver- 
tency; but  the  greateft  monfter  Idkl 
lAfurJi  eriminal  in  Cociciy  is  a  Fftlil- 
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SELIM,    TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


rtOM  LOHDOK* 


EVERY  nation  has  fome  peculiar 
excellence,  by  which  it  ib  diilin- 
guiihed  frum  it's  neighbours,  and  of 
livliich  without  vanity  it  may  boaft.  Thus 
luly  produces  the  fine^^t^ers;  £ng- 
bnd  the  ftuutcft  boxers ;  Germany 
the  profoundeft  tbeokgiams^  and  France 
is  incomparable  for  it's  COOK0.  This 
laft  advantage  carries  the  palm  from  ail 
the  reft ;  and  that  nation  has  great  reafon 
to  be  proud  of  it,  as  a  talent  of  univer- 
isil  currency,  and  for  which  all  otlier 
countries  do  them  homage:  on  this 
£ngle  perfe^kion  depends  tne  pleafure, 
1^  nugniiictfncr,  the  pridc»  nay  the  re* 


putatjon,  of  every  court  in  Europe; 
without  a  good  French  cook^  there  is  no 
ambafTuior  can  poifibly  do  liis  maftor*! 
bufmd's,  no  fccrctaiy  of  (late  can  hold 
his  office,  no  man  of  quality  can  fnp* 
port  his  nir*k  unl  dignity.  A  friend  of 
luuie,  wlio  frequently  has  the.  honour 
to  din«  at  the  tables  of  the  great ^  fot 
which  he  pays  no  higher  price  thao  bi$ 
vote  in  parliament y.  has  fomedmes 
obliged  me  with  a  bill  of  fare,  and  (as 
rH:ar  as  \\c  could)  an  eftimate  of  the 
charge  \vhich  tlit-ib  genteel  entertain- 
n)ent:^  are  attended. with.  I  to^i  him, 
that  their  diuiiers  put  me  in  niiad  <if 
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m-hat  I  hnc!  hcanl  aSftut  their  politicks  : 
they  are  artijifi^d,  unfuhjlantial,  and 
tLinvhulefrmey  hut  at  the  fame  linic  mofl! 
rtwioujly  expinfi^e*     *  Sure,'    laid  I, 

•  your  great  men.  muft  have  digeflionf 

•  proitigioufly  rtinrn  and  ftrong:,  to  carry 

•  off  Tiich  a  load  ot  various  mcius  as  arc 

•  li*rvcd  up  to  ti.fiii  c\ciy  d:iy!    thcv 

•  mult  not  only  ^e  nia<1cwilh  /j^'tf^/j  and 

•  keartSy  but  with  Jicmachs,  vcvy  diffe- 

•  r/«r  from  other  ix-v^ple  V 

'  *  Not   in   the   IcaJt,*    airfNV.Tcd   he. 

•  They  fcKlom  touch  any  ofihodain- 

•  tier?  that  are  bv*torc  them  :  thofe  dnin- 

•  ties,  like  the  women  in  your  leraglios, 
^  are  more  intendevl  for  ornament  than 

•  ufe.     There  is  aiwa\'s  a  plain  dilh  iet 

•  in  a  comer,  a  homely  ininlof  Engliih 

•  hector  matron,  on  which  the  maftcr 

•  oftlicfeall  makts  his  dinner,  and  two 

•  or  thice  choice tricnds,  who  are  allow- 

•  cd  to  have  a  cut  with  him  o;it  of  fpe- 

•  clal  grace  and  f:ivour;  wiiile  the  reft 

•  arc  ianjuiJliiniX   in  vain  tor  liich  a 

•  happincVs,   and   piddling  upon  orto- 

•  bns  and  truffles. 

*  I  h:ivc  fccn  a  poor  country  gentle- 

•  man  lit  down  to  one  of  thete  fine  din- 

•  ner«  with  an  extreme  dilhkc  to  the 

•  French  cookery;  yet,  for  fear  of  bc- 

•  inof  coiu^ted  unpolite,  not  daring  to 

•  re^e  any  thim;  ihatw;<.,  otFrrcd  him, 

•  bnt  cranuuinj:  and  fweating  with  the 

•  Hniggle  between  his  averliun  antl  ci- 

•  vility.' 

*  Why  then,'  faid  I,  *  thi«?  conlinual 

•  cxtravjgap.ee  >  Why  this  number  of 

•  vi^ims  daily  facrlficed  to  tlic  ilrt-m on 

•  of  luxury  ?  How  is  it  wortli  a  man's 

•  while  to  undo  himfelf,  perlnp '.  ro  un- 

•  do  his  country,  that  his  boird  imy 

•  be  gi-aced  with  pates  of   pcri^iord, 

•  when  his  guclii  had  lather  have  the 

•  fowl  from  Ills  baj-n-door  ?  Voin  coni- 

•  paiilbnofthc   Icraglio  will  njt  hold; 

•  for  though  indeed  tlicre  is  an  unnecei- 
•*  (xcy  variety-,  yet  they  arc  not  aiiCcrv- 

•  cd  up  to  us  togetter;  we  content  our- 
•Iclves  with  cne  or  ttvo  of  them  at  a 
«  meal,  and  rcfdvc  tlie  rcll  for  future 

•  enrfrt:»inmcms.' 

'  I  concluded,  with  repeating  toh-m  a 
ftor}',  which  ib  taken  out  of  the  annals 
cf  our  king^. 

*  Schah"^  Abbas,  at  the  beginning  of 

•  his  reign,  was  more  luxurious  thin 
* '  b?c  amc  fo  great  a  prince .  One  might 
'have  judged  of  the  vaffncfi  <»f  his  em- 
'  pirc  by  &e  variety  of  di(hcs  at    his 


PERSIAN   tETTERS. 


'  table  f  fomt  were  fcnt  falm  frolhH 

*  Eujjhrates  and  Periian  Gulph,  other) 

*  from  the  Oxiis  and  CaTpian  Sei.  One 

*  day,  when  he  gave  a  dinner  to  hii 

*  nobles,  Mihomet  Ali,  keeper  of  the 

*  Three  Tombs,  v.-Rt  placed  next  to  the 

*  hci\  difli  of  all  the  feaft,  out  of  it- 

*  f{>c^  for  the  ^an£tit^'  of  his  office:  but 
^  in(le:ui  of  falling-to,  and  eating  hear- 
<  tily,  as  boiy  men  are  wont  to  do,  he 

*  fetclied  a  difmal  gfoan,    knd  fell  i 

*  weeping.  Schah  Abbas,  furprized  at 
'  his  behaviour,  dcfired  him  to  explain 
'  it  to  the  company  :  he  would  fain  have 

*  been  excufed;  but  the  fophi  orderc! 
*•  him,  on  pain  of  his  difpleafure,  to 
^  acquaint  them  with  tlie  caufe  of  hii 

*  di (order. 

-  ••  Know,  then/*  faid  he,  "  O  mo- 
*'  narch-of  the  earth  !  that  when  I  faw 
"  thy  table  covered  in  this  manner,  it 
''  brought  to  my  mii>d  a  dream,  or  n- 
"  thervifton,  w4iich  was  fent  me  froin 
**  the  prophet  whom  I  feivc.  On  tiie 
*'  fevcntli  night  of  the  moon  Rhamasar, 
*^  I  \vas  Qeeping  under  the  (hade  of  the 
"  facred  tombs,  when,  methought,  the 
"  holy  ravens  of  the  fan6tuary  bore  mc 
**  up  on  their  wings  into  the  air,  and  in 
"  a  few  moments  convc}"cd  me  to  the 
"  loweft  heaven,  where  the  mefleng'^r 
"  of  God,  on  whom  be  peace!  was 
**  fitting  in  his  luminous  tribunal,  to 
"  receive  petitions  from  the  earth.  A- 
"  round  him  ftood  an  inilnite  throng  of 
*•  animaU,  of  every  fpecies  and  quality, 
**  which  all  joined  in  preferring  a  com- 
"  plaint  againft  thee,  Schah  Abba", 
**  for  dcllroying  them  wantonly  ar.-l 
"  tyrannically,  beyond  what  any  iie- 
**  ceflTify  could  juttify,  or  any  natural 
*•  appetite  demand. 

**  It  was  a II edged  by  them,  that  ten 
*<  cr  twelve  of  tlu  m  were  often  mur- 
*'*  di.:cd,  to  co"mpofe  one  difti  for  the 
*'  niccncfs  ofrhyp:i!ate;  fome  gave  tlu-ir 
**  tongucb  only,  fome  their  bowcif, 
"  fbmc  their  fat,  and  others  their  braini 
'*  or  Mood.  In  Ihort,  they  declared, 
"  fuch  conftant  waftc  was  made  of  them, 
**  that,  unlcl^  a  llop  was  put  to  it  in 
**  time,  they  Should  perifh  entirely  by 
*•  thy  gluttony.  The  prophet,  hearing 
**  this,  bent  his  brovi's,  and  oHercd  ijx 
••  vultures  to  fetch  ihce  alive  before 
"  him :  they  inlhmtly  "brought  thee  to 
"  his  tribunal,  where  he  commanded 
•*  thy  ftomich  to  be  opened,  am!  ex- 
•*  amiaed  wh:;tbcr  it  was  bigger  wmore 
^*  caj^aciottt 
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**  capacious  than  thofc  of  other  men  : 

•*  when  it  w:is  found  to  be  juft  of  the 

'*  common  fize,  he  permitted  all  the  ani- 

**  mals  to  make  reprifals  on  the  body 

**  o^' their  deftroyerj  but,  before  one  in 

**  ten  thoufand  could  get  at  thee,  every 

*'  particle  of  it  was  devoured;   fo  ill- 
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«  proportioned  was  the  offender  to  the 
"  otfrnce." 

*  This  ftor}'  made  fuch  an  impreiTioA 
«  on  the  fophi,  that  he  would  not  fufller 
*  above  one  di(h  of  meat  to  be  brought 
'  to  his  table  ever  aftci*.' 


LETTER    LXXIV, 


to  IBRAHIM  MOLLAC,  AT  ISPAHAN* 


raoM  LOMDOK. 


YE  S,  holy  MollaC,  I  am  more  and 
more  convinced  of  it;  infidelity 
IS  certainly  attended  with  a  fpirit  of  in- 
fatuation. The  prophet  hurts  the  un- 
der (landings  of  thole  who  rcftifc  to  re- 
ceive his  holy  law;  he  punilhes  the  hard- 
nefs  of  their  hearts,  by  the  depravation 
of  their  judgments.  How  can  we  other- 
wife  account  for  what  I  have  feen  iince 
my  arrival  among  Chriftians^ 

I  have  fecn  a  people,  whofe  very  be- 
ing depends  on  commerce,  CuSkr  luxury 
and  the  heavy  loadoftaxa  to  ruin  their 
manufa£lurcs  at  home,  and  turn  the  ba- 
lance againft  them  in  foreign  trade! 

I  have  feen  them  glory  in  the  great- 
nefs  of  their  wealth,  when  they  are  re- 
duced ever)-  year  to  carry  on  the  cxpences 
of  government  by  robbing  the  strjfund 
which  is  to  eafe  them  of  a  debt  oi  fifty 
millions ! 

I  have  fecn  them//  out  fleets,  augment 
then- forces,  cxprel's  continual/>^irj  of  an 
invafion,  and  iliffer  continual  depreda- 
tions upon  their  merchants  from  a  con- 
temptible enemy;  yet  ail  the  while  hug 
themfclvcs  in  the  notion  of  being  blell 
■with  a  fr-jfound  and  Utfling  peace! 

I  have  I'ccn  tliem  wrapj>ed  up  in  full 


fecurityi  upon  the  flourifiiine  flate  c^ 
puhlick  credit,  only  becaufe  they  had  a 
prodigious  flock  of  paper,  whicn  now, 
indeed,  they  circulate  as  money;  but 
which  the  firft  alarm  of  a  calamity  may, 
in  an  inftant,  make  mere  taper  of  a^nt 

I  have  feen  them  conftantly  buued  in 
pajflng  lamjs  for  the  better  i^e^lation  of 
their  police,  and  never  taking  any  care 
of  their  execution \  loudly  declaring^  the 
abufes  of  their  government,  and  quietly 
allowing  them  toencreafe! 

I  have  feen  them  diftrefled  for  ^want  of 
bands  to  carry  on  their  hufbandry  and 
manufa£hires ;  yet  permitting  thoufands 
of  their  people  to  be  dellroyed,  or  ren- 
dered  ufelefs  and  hurtful  to  fociety,  by 
the  abominable  ufe  oijpirituous  liquors ! 

I  have  feen  them  make  fuch  a  provi^ 
flonfor  their  poor,  as  would  relieve  all 
their  wants  if  well  applied;  and  fuffcr  a 
third  part  of  them  to  flarfue,  from  the 
roguery  and  riot  of  thofc  cntruited  vnlfi 
the  care  of  them ! 

But  the  greatefl  of  all  the  wonders  I 
have  fecn,  and  which  moll  of  all  proves 
tlieir  infatuation,  is,  that  theyprofefs  to 

MAINTAIN     LIBERTY    BY    CO&RUP. 
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LETTER   LXXV. 


SELIM,    TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


1  Felicitate  thee,  Mirza,  on  thy  new 
di:;nit)';  I  bow  rayfelf  reverently  be- 
fore thee,  not  with  the  heart  of  a  tlat- 
ttrcr,  but  a  friend;  the  favour  of  thy 
mafter  fliincs  upon  thee;  he  lias  raifed 
thee  to  the  ri;jht-hand  of  his  throne; 
the  trcafurcs  of  Perfia  are  committed 
te  thy  cuilody :    if  thou  bchaveft  thy- 


raoM  toK0oK. 


felf  honeftly  and  wifely,  I  ihall  think 
thee  much  greater  from  thy  advance* 
ment ;  if  otherwife,  much  lower  than  be- 
fore. Thou  haft  undertaken  ii  char^ 
very  important  to  thy  prince  and  to  his 
I^eoplc;  both  are  equally  Concerned  in 


I^eopi  , 

thy  adminiftration,  both  have  equally  a 

right  to  thy  £dclit\'.    If  ever  thou  flialt 


\ 
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fcparatc  their  intcrclV;,  if  thou  flialt 
fct  up  the  one  againft  the  otiicr,  know,  it 
will  fnd  in  the  ruin  of  hotk.  Do  not 
innmne  that  thy  mafter  will  he  liclicr 
by  draining  his  fub;efts  of  ih^ir  wealth: 
fuch  gains  are  irreparable  hjfcs\  thty 
may  fei-vc  a  prefc-nt  fonrul  mi:  jjofc,  hut 
dry  up  the  fources  of  opulence  for  fu- 
turity. 

I  would  recommend  to  thy  attention 

and  remembrance,  the  faying  of  a  fa- 

^mous  Englifh  freafurer  in  the  happy 

rcign-of  Queen  Elizabeth.     '  I  do  not 

•  love,'    faid  that  truly  at>le  ralnllKr, 

•  to  fee  the  treafuiy  fwell  like  a  difti-m- 

•  percd  fpleen,  when  the  other  parts  of 

•  the  ftate  arc  in  a  confumption.*  Be 
it  thy  care  to  prevent  fuch  a  decay;  and, 
to  that  end,  not  only  fave  the  publick 
all  unncccrtary  exj^ence,  but  lb  digeft 
and  orcUr  what  is  needful,  that  perplexi- 
ty may  not  ferve  to  tovzY  frauds  nor  i;/- 
lafacity  lurk  bciiind  confufion.  Rather 
fubmit  to  any  diffirulty  and  diftrefs  in 
the  condu6V  of  thy  miniftr)',  than  anti- 
apate  the  rc^'enuc3  of  the  government 
without  an  abfolutc  nectfTily;  for  fuch 
expedients  are  a  teritporary  eafc,  but  a 
fermanent  defiru^ion. 


In  relicvincj  the  people  from  thc't 
taxes,  let  it  alfo  be  thy  gioi  y  to  rc-ieve 
them  from  the  infiniM  number  of  lex- 
gatherers^  which,  far  worfc  than  the 
Turkilh orKuifiau  ainiics,  h2\'tharraf- 
ed  and  plunder ed  our  j>oor  country. 

As  thou  art  the  ditbibutor  Jf  die 
bounties  of  the  crown,  make  them  ilie 
rcwcu'd  of  fei-vicc  and  merit;  no:  the hir- 
of  parafites  and  flatterers  to  thy  maltu 
or  thyfelf.  But,  above  all,  as  ihou  3!t 
now  a  publick  perfon^  elevate  thy  mind 
beyond  any  pri<vate  I'/Viv;  try  to  en- 
lich  the  publick  btfore  thyfjf;  ar.il 
think  Icfs  of  ellablifliing  thy  family  at 
the  head  of  thy  countiy,  than  of  fcttir.j; 
thy  country  at  the  head  of  Afia. 

If  tliou  canft  llcndily  pcrfcvcre  in  fuch 
a  cond«6>,  thy  prince  will  want  thtt 
more  than  thou  doll  him:  if  thou  build- 
crt:  thy  fortune  on  any  other  bafis^  how 
high  ibever  it  may  riie,  it  will  be  tottci- 
ing  from  the  njueaknefs  of  ii*j  fbunda- 
tion. 

He  alone  is  a  minificr  offiate^  whcff 
fei*vices  are  ruccjfary  to  the  publick;  tlic 
reft  are  tkt  creatuvfs  of  caprice^  andful 
their  jlavery  even  in  their  ptnver. 


LETTER    LXXVI. 


«tLIM,  TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


FROM  LOKPOy. 


THE  virtuous  Abd'.illah  is  returned 
to  England,  after  having  l>cen  ab- 
feiit  fourteen  moons.  I  yellcrday  rc- 
ftored  to  him  his  lovely  Zelis,  the  vjife 
whom  he  had  given  me  at  his  dep:irture, 
and  whom  I  had  treattd  Itkc  :ifjler. 
Nothing  ever  was  fo  moving  as  thr  Icene , 
when  I  joined  their  hands  arrain  afvcr  a 
reparation  which  they  had  fcareil  would 
prove  eternal  •.  The  poiTi'flion  of  the 
iincft  woman  in  the  world  could  not  give 
me  fo  much  pleafure  as  this  a6l  of  hu- 
manity and  juftice:  I  made  two  jieople 
happy,  who  deferved  it;  and  am  lecured 
of  the  affeflions  of  both  to  the  lad  mo- 
ment of  their  lives. 

When  the  tranfports  of  their  joy  were 
a  little  over,  Abdallah  gave  mc  the  fol- 
lowing relation  of  all  that  liad  happened 
to  him  dnce  he  left  us. 


THE  HISTORY  OF  ABDALLAH. 

XT  O  U  know  that  I  failed  from  Eng- 
"^  Innd  with  an  intent  to  redeem  my 
father  from  captivity.  As  foon  ns  T 
canie  to  Malta,  I  went  and  tjuiew  myfcit 
at  the  feet  cf  the  grand  mailer,  befcech- 
ing  him  to  take  the  ranfom  Ihadbrough*, 
ar.d  f.r  my  father  free. 

He  nnlwered  mc,  that  the  pcrfon  for 
whom  I  fued  was  no  longer  in  a  condi- 
tion to  be  nmfcmed,  being  condemned 
to  die  the  next  day.  I  was  readv  to  die 
luylclf  at  this  account;  3nd,  deffring  to 
knovv  his  offence,  was  informed,  that, 
being  unable  to  i-edctm  himfelf,  he  was 
put  to  the  oar  like  a  common  flavc,  with- 
out any  regard  to  his  innocence  or  agc; 
that  during  an  engagement  with  aTu^L- 


*  Sec  Page  45. 
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ifli  ftiip,  he  hid  perfuaded  the  other 
(laves  to  quit  their  oars,  and  fight  againll 
the  Chrijtlins;  hut  that,  being  over- 
powercil,  he  was  hroiirrht  to  Maita,  and 
condemned  to  be  broke  upon  the  wheel, 
as  an  example  to  the  othtr  captives  in 
the  gallic:;:  that  this  dreadful  fentcucc 
was  to  be  excciiie.l  upon  him  the  morn- 
ing aftiir  my  r.-.iiv'al,  and  no  nmfom 
toiild  he  accept--.!  I'ov  his  life. 

*  O  Heaven r  lUiii  I,  *  did  I  come  Co  far 

*  to  noother  purpoll-,  hut  to  he  witncfs of 

*  the  dw-ath  of  my  wretched  father,  and 

*  a  death  fo  full  of  hoiTor!  Would  the 

*  waves  of  the  fea  had  fwallowed  me* 

*  up,  before  I  reached,  this  fatal  and 

*  accurfed ihoic!— O  Abdcram^n !  O my 

*  fath:;r!  v/liat  avails  to  thee  the  piety  of 

*  thy  Ton?  How  (hall  I  be»ir  to  take  my 

*  leave  of  thee  for  ever,    at  our  firll 

*  meeting,  r.fter  an  abfence  which  feem- 

*  cd  lb  long?  Can  I  Hand  by,  and  give 

*  thee  up  to  torments,  when  I  flattered 

*  myfcit  thac  I  arrived  to  bring  thee 

*  liberty?  Alas!  my  prcfencc  will  only 

*  aggravaie  thy  fuft'erlngs,  and  make  the 

*  bittcrncls  of  deatli  more  infupport- 
«  abler 

In  this  extremity,  I  offered  the  errand 
mailer,  not  only  to  pay  down  all  the 
ranlbm  1  had  promifcd  before,  but  to 
yield  myfc;lf  a  voluntaiy  flave,  and  fer\'c 
in  the  gallics  all  my  life,if  Abdci-amen's 
inigiit  be  fpuicd. 

He  fccmud  touched  widi  my  propofaU 
and  inclined  to  pity  me;  but  was  told 
by  a  Jclull,  v/lio  was  his  confcffor,  that 
an  example  oi  w.vcv'ity  was  necefl'ary; 
and  that  he  ou;;;ht  to  pardon  my  father 
on  no  other  tcims  but  renouncing  Ma- 
homctifm,  and  leing  converted  immedi- 
ately to  the  Church  of  Rome. 

*  No,*  cried  I,  *  ii'  that  is  to  he  the 

*  price  of  a  few  unhappy  years,  it  is 

*  better  both  of  lis  fliouli  pcrifti  than 

*  accept  them.  But  can  you,*  l^id  I 
to  the  priett,  *  who  profefs  an  holinL'fs 

*  fupcfiortooth'.r  men,  can  you obllruil 

*  the  mercy  of  voir  prince,  and  com- 

*  pel  him  to  deihoy  a  wrflched  man, 

*  whof;  only  crime  was  the  natural  love 

*  of  liberty?  Is  this  your  way  of  mak- 

*  ing  converts  to  your  faith,  by  the  tcr- 
'  ror  of  racks  ai;d  wheels,  in  (lead  of 

*  reafon?' 

My  reproaches  fignificd  nothing  bilt 
toincenfe  him,  and  I  (juitted  the  palace 
in  delpair.  \  was  going  to  the  piifon, 
to  fee  my  father,  for  ll\e  full  and  lail 
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time,  when  a  Turkifli  /lave  accofted  me, 
and  bade  mc  folhnv  him.  I  refufwd  to 
do  it  J  but  he  aflured  mc  it  was  of  mo- 
ment to  the  life  of  Abderamen.  I  fol-  . 
lowed  him,  and  he  led  me  by  a  back 
way  to  a  woman's  apartment  in  the  pa- 
lace. I  continued  there  till  part  raid- 
nif^lit  without  feeing  any  body,  in  agi- 
tations not  to  l>e  conceived :  at  lad  thci"e 
came  to  me  a  lady  richly  drelfed  in  the 
habit  of  my  own  country.  After  look- 
ing at  me  attentively  fomc  time—*  O 

*  Abdallah!'  faid  the,  *  have  vou  forgot 

*  Zoraide,  the  Hftcr  of  Zelis?' 

Thefe  words  foon  brought  her  to  my 
reihcmbi-ancc,  though  1  had  not  fecn  her 
for  many  years:  I  embraced  her  tender- 
ly, and  defircd  to  hear  what  foitune  had 
arried  her  to  Malta. 
*  Vou  knov/,'  faiii  (h2,  *  tliat  my  fa- 
mily iS  of  the  illand  of  Cyprus,  and 
that  I  was  married  young  to  a  rich 
mercliant  of  Alepi>o.  I  had  by .  him 
two  cluldr::n,  a  ion  and  daughter  $  and 
lived  very  happily  fomc  years,  till  my 
hufband's  bulmeis  canyh^g  him  to 
Cyprus,  I  perfuaded  hiin  to  let  mc  go, 
and  make  a  vifit  to  my  rcUtions  in 
that  illind.  In  our  padiige  a  violent 
llonn  arole,  which  drove  us  wt- ftward 
beyond  the  illeof  Cnndia;  ar.d  before 
wc  could  put  into  any  hrubour,  a  Mal- 
tcfe  pirate  attacked  us,  killed  my  huf- 
l)and,  and  carried  mc  to  Malta.  My 
beauty  touched  \\\c  lu-art  of  the  gi*and 
mailer;  which  is  liir  more  lurprizing, 
as  I  took  nt)  pains  to  fct  it  off,  think- 
ing of  nothing  but  the  l<:*"s  1  had  f«- 
ilained:  he  bought  n.c  of  the  knight 
whofe  piizo  I  wa-.j  and  I  tliouuht  it 
Ibme  comfort  in  mv  ciptiviiy,  that  I 
w^-js  dellv;.Tcd  from  the  hanls  that  had 
been  ibinci  in  my  hulbnnd's  blood. 
The  paflioii  of  r.r/  n..w  Icrl  wr.s  io 
txcdilve,  that  heuild  me  more  like  a 
prkiceis  than  n  ilave.  He  could  deny 
me  nothing  I  alkcl  him,  and  was  fo 
lihcrd,  thai  ht:  never  approached  me 
wiiUoiit  a  j>r:-l"v;:Jl.  Vou  l*jc  the  pomp 
and  mairninccnce  in  which  I  live: 
my  weilni  is  ;rrc:it,  and  my  powir  in 
this  pU»ce  I'lpcror  to  any- body* s. 
Htar  then,  Abdallah,  what  my  fritnd- 
fliiph's  tlonc  for  you,  and  rcmembrr 
the  obii [Ration  you  hrivc  to  me.  1  havf 
empluYL  I  all  my  inr.rcil  with  mv  lov;?r 
to  lavt  ihc  life  of  Alnlcramen:  he  has 
cc^nfein.  J  to  it;  and,  moruAcr,  to  let 
him  free  u\Km^\r  vxNvwtvXviS.  ^\<.\-»i- 
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*  Tom  you  propofcJ.     But,  in  ix»com- 

*  pence  for  the  aid  which  I  have  given 

*  you,  you  muft  promifc  to  aflift  me  in 

*  an  a^air  that' will  probably  be  at- 

*  tended  with  foine  danger.'  I  alFured 
her,  there  was  nothing  I  would  not 
rifque,  to  do  the  fider  of  Zelis  any  fer- 
vicc. 

•  You  ftiall  know,'  faid  fl\e,  *  what 

*  it  is  I  i-equire  of  you,  when  the  time 

*  comes  to  put  it  in  execution;  till  then, 

*  remain  at  Malta,  and vi'ait  myordci-s/ 
At  thefe  words,  (he  delivered  to  me 

a  pnrdon  under  the  fcal  of  the  grand 
snader,  and  bid  me  carry  it  inftantly  to 
my  father.  I  was  fo  tranfported  that  I 
could  not  flay  to  thank,  her:  I  ran,  I 
flew,  to  the  prifon  of  Alulei-amen;  and, 
Shewing  the  order  I  brought  with  me  to 
his  guards,  was  admitted  to  the  dungeon 
where  he  lay. 

The  poor  old  man,  expcf^ing  nothing 
but  deaths  and  bel-evinf^  I  was  the  offi- 
cer that  came  to  curry  him  to  the  place 
of  execution,  fainted  away  before  I  had 
time  to  dlfcover  to  him  either  my  pcrlbn 
or  my  errand.  While  he  lay  in  tliat 
ftaie  of  infenfibiHty,  I  unbound  his 
chains,  and  bore  him  into  the  open  air, 
where  with  a  good  d.al  of  difficulty  he 
recovered.  *  O  my  father!'  faid  I  to 
him,  when  I  perceived  that  liis  fenfes 
were  retumed,  *  do  you  not  know  your 

*  fon   Abdallah,   who  is  rome  hither 

*  to  f:ive  your  life,  who  has  obtained 

*  yoiiv  pai'don,  and  redeemed  you  from 

*  c:ipt«vity?'  The  furprizc  of  joy  that 
fcized  him  in  that  inftant,  at  my  fight 
and  words,  was  too  fudden  and  violent 
for  his  age  and  weaknefs  to  fupport. 
He  ftniggled  fome  time  to  make  an 
anfwcrj'but  at  laft,  draining  me  in  his 
arms,  and  muttering  fome  half-formed 
founds,  he  funk  down,  and  expired  on 
my  bofom. 

When  I  faw  that  he  was  dead,  I  loft 
all  patience;  and,  covering  myfelf  with 
duft,  bewailed  my  folly,  in  not  telling 
him  my.  good  tidings  by  decrees. 

By  th5s  time  it  was  broad  day;  and 
the  whole  town,  being  infonned  of  my 
afRi^lion,  was  gathered  about  mc  in 
great  crowds.  The  grand  mafter  him- 
fclf,  taking  nity  of  me,  fcnt  to  tell  me, 
that  he  would  permit  me  to  bear  away 
my  father's  body  to  Aleppo,  and  exculc 
me  the  ranfom  I  had  offered,  fmce  death 
liad  delivered  him  without  it.  This  in- 
duJgencc  comforted  mc  a  VaxVc-,  Mid  1 


would  have  embarked  immediately  for 
the  Levant,  ifl  hatl  not  been  topped  by 
my  promife  to  Zoraide.  Several  days 
paffed  without  my  hearing  any  nws 
of  her.  I  had  already  hired  a  fmall 
vcflTel,  and  put  on  boanl  the  remains  of 
Abdcramen;  when,  late  one  night,  I 
was  waked  out  of  my^eep  by  Zoraide 
in  the  habit  of  a  man,  who  told  me, 
that  fhe  was  come  to  claim  my  promiU. 
I  afked  what  (he  i-cquircd  mc  to  do. 

*  To  carry  me  to  Aleppo,'  anftrered 
fhe,  *  that  I  may  fee  my  dear  children 

*  once  again,  and  enrich  them  with  tke 

*  treafures  which  I  have  gaintrtj  from 

*  the  bounty  of  my  lover.     Thofe  tn?a- 

*  Aires  ai^  ufelefs  to  me  without  them ; 
'  in  the  midft  of  all  my  pomp  and  out- 

*  ward  pleafure,  I  am  perpetually  pining 

*  for  their  lofs;  tke  mctber*s  heart  is 

*  unfatisfied  within;  nor  will  it  let  me 

*  enjoy  a  moment's  peace,  till  I  am  re- 

*  ftored  to  them  in  my  happy  native 

*  land.'  As  fhe  faid  thi«,  Aie  fliewed 
me  Ibme  bags  of  gold,  and  a  cafket 
filled  with  iewels  of  great  value.  *  I  mufl 
«  infift,  Atdallah,'  continued  (he,  •  that 

*  you  let  fail  this  very  night,  and  take 

*  me  along  with  you.     The  weather  is 

*  tcmpefhious,   but  that   circumftance 

*  will  favour  my  cfcape;  and  I  had  n- 

*  ther  venture  to  perifli  in  the  fea,  than 

*  live  any  longer  rrom  my  family.' 
The  fcnlc  of  the  obligation  I  had  Xa 

her  made  me  confent  to  do  what  fhe  de- 
fired,  how  jierilous  focvcr  it  appeared  to 
me.  As  I  had  a  pcrmiffion  rirom  the 
grand  mailer  to  go  away  as  foon  as  I 
thought  fit,  I  put  to  fea  that  night  with- 
out any  hindrance;  and  the  wind  blo>N-- 
ing  hard  off  the  fhore,  in  a  little  while 
we  wei-e  out  of  fight  of  Malta.  The 
water  was  fo  rough  for  two  or  three  days, 
that  we  thought  it  impoflible  our  barque 
could  weather  it  outj  but  at  length,  the 
ftorms  abating,  we  purfued  our  voyage 
with  a  very  fair  wind,  and  arrived  fafe 
in  the  port  of  Scanderoon.  Zoraide 
was  tranfported  with  the  thought  of  be- 
ing fo-near  Aleppo  and  her  children; 
(lie  embraced  me  in  the  moft  aflleAionate 
manner,  and  expreffed  a  g^ratitude  for 
the  fervice  I  bad  done  her  far  beyond 
what  it  deferved.  But  how  ^reat  was 
her  di  (appointment* and  afBi£lion,  when 
we  were  told  by  the  people  of  Scande- 
roon, that  the  plague  was  at  Aljcppo,  and 
had  defUoyed  a  third  pagf  of  the  inha- 
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•  Ah,  \n"etchcd  Zoraidc!*  orleJ  (he, 
wecninp,  *  where  arc  now  all  thy  hopes 

*  of  being  blcft  in  the  fight  of  thy  two 

*  children?  Perhaps  thole  two  children 

*  are  no  more;  or,  if  they  ftill  live,  it  is 

*  in  hourly  expc6lfltion  of  dying  with 

*  the  reft  of  their  fellow- citizens.    Per- 

*  haps  at  this  moment  they  he^n  to 

*  ficken,  and  want  the  care  of  their  mo- 

*  ther  to  tend  upon  them,  when  they 

*  are  abandoned  by  every  other  friend.' 
Thus  did    ihe  torture  herfclf  with 

dreadful  apprehenfions ;  and,  often  turn- 
ing her  eyes  towards  Aleppo,  gave  her- 
felf  up  to  all  the  agonies  of  grief. 

I  faid  every  thing  I  could  think  of  to 
relieve  her,  but  flic  woul4  -not  be  com- 
forted.' :^ 

The  next  morning  the  fervants  I  had 
put  about  lier  came  and  told  me  that  flic 
wa?  not  to  be  found :  they  alfo  brought 
me  a  letter,  which  informed  me,  that, 
not  being  able  to  endure  the  uncertainty 
/he  was  in  about  her  children,  flie  had 
ftolen  away  by  night,  and  gonetoyUep- 
po  to  fliare  their  danger  with  theil); 
that,  if  (he  and  her  family  efcaped  the 
ficknefs,  I  (hould  heai"  from  her  again; 
but  that,  if  they  died,  flie  was  refolved 
not  to  furvive  them.  She  added,  that 
(he  had  left  me  a  box  of  diamonds 
worth  two  thoufand  piftoles,  being  a 
fourth  part  of  the  jewels  which  flic  had 
brought  from  Malta  by  my  afllflance. 

You  may  imagine  how  deeply  I  was 
affected  at  reading  this  letter.  I  refolv- 
ed to  flay  at  Scanderoon  till  I  had  fomc 
news  of  her,  notwlthftanding  my  paf- 
(ionate  defire  to  return  to  Zelis.  I  had 
waited  five  weeks  with  gJTat  impatience, 
when  we  received  accounts  that  the  in- 
fection was  ccafcd,  and  tlie  commerce 
with  Aleppo  ix-ftored  again.  I  imme- 
diately went  to  vilit  ray  native  town; 
but,  alas!  I  had  little  pleafurc  in  the 
fight  of  ir,  after  fo  difmal  a  calamity. 
My  firlV  enquiry  was  about  Zoraide  and 
her  chililren.  They  carried  me  to  her 
houfe,  where  I  found  lur  Ion,  a  youth 
of  fixtccn.  When  I  matlc  myfclf 
known  to  him,  he  fell  a  weeping,  and 
told  mc  his  mother  and  fifter  were  both 
dead.  I  very  fincercly  joined  with  him 
In  his  grief,  and  offcreil  to  reftorc  to  him 
the  jewels  flic  had  gircn  mc,      *  No, 


*  Abdallah,'  faid  he,  'I  am  rich  enmigh 

*  in  what  I  inherit  from  my  father  and 

*  Zoraide.      But  tliefe  riches  cannot 

*  comfort  mc  for  her  death,  nor  any 

*  time  wear  out  of  my  remembrance  the 

*  uncommon  afFe6tion  which  occafioned 

*  it.     O,  Abdallah!    what  a  mother 

*  have  I  loft^,  and  what  a  friend  are  you 

*  deprived  of!  When  flic  came  liither,* 
continued  he,   '  from   Scanderoon,  my 

*  filler  and  I  believed  we  had  feen  a 

*  fpirit:  but  when  we  found  it  was  real- 

*  ly  Zoraide,  our  hearts  melted  with 
'  tcndcmefs  and  joy.     That  jov  waa 

*  foon  over;  for,  the  third  day  after  her 

*  arrival   at  Aleppo,    I    found  myfelf 

*  fcized  with  the  diftcmper.     She  never 

*  quitted  my  bcdfide  during  my  illnefs; 

*  and  to  the  care  flic  took  of  me  I  owed 
'  my  life :  but  it  proved  fatal  to  her 

*  and  my  poor  fiftcr,"  who  both  caught 

*  the  infection  by  nurfing  me;    and, 

*  having  weaker  conftitutions,  were  not 

*  able  to  ftrugglc  with  it  fo  well.     My 

*  filler  died  firft,  and  Zoraide  quickly 

*  followed :  when  flie  perceived  herfelf 

*  juft  expiring,  ftie  called  me  to  her,  and 

*  bade  me  endeavour  to  find  you  out  at 

*  Scanderoon,  and  let  you  know,  that 

*  flic  bequeathed  to  you  the  portion  ftie 

*  had  intended  for  my  fiftcr,  ainountit«g 

*  to  live  thoufand  pitTts  of  j^^ohi,  <«s  to 

*  the  man  In  the  v.  )r!d  'he  muft  eftecin- 

*  ed:  flic  added,  thr.  io  yo\i  fhc  rcom- 

*  mended  nio  with    Iwr  latcft  breach, 

*  imj^Ioring  you  to  l:i!:'-  care  of  me  for 

*  her   fake,  und  the  iakc  of  her  fiftcr 
«  Zclis.' 

The  poor  boy  was  not  able  to  go  on. 
with  his  ftory  any  fun*:-! .  I  accepted 
the  legacy,  and  did  iny  Mtnicl  to  ^lif- 
charge  worthily  t'".- tniit  ';:>nfr:rcd  u|)on 
n\f  :  but  ir.y  fii  it  cr.rc  wii ;.  to  Iv.iry  Ah- 
dcramcn  widi  ?il  th*:  pomp  tli::t  ourcul- 
tom  •  will  a<.'iiill.  -Vf: T  ii>im.-  liint-  fpent 
in  kiflinjif  l!yj  iiilV.ir';  tit  iry  pv.;?iK  j.nd 
my  ov/n,  I  look  a  pnli'.Lr'-  •>n  boird  an 
En^^lifn  fliip,  and  aiilw-d  !i?ppliy  in 
London. 

I  am  now  pofTift  of  ?.  fortune*  that  is 
fulncieni  to  ina!''.M'.n  7,l.:\  in  the  man- 
ner I  diiiit;  an<l  have  luxhing  more  to 
alk  of  i-icavtn  but  n"  opjiui: unity  of 
repaying  }ou,  O  S^iim,  the-  fricndihip 
and  goodncfs  you  have  fltcwn  mc. 
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BEMM,    TO    MIR 

I  Am  golngpi, In  tlic con :'.vl.:r.c^  orfrioniU 
(liip,  to  jnvc  thee  a  Pi<;">f'i)l'the  wv-ak- 
ncfsot  limy)  in  n^^urc,  :inrl  the  i;r.ac- 
touniihlt  cnpnciouAicI"*  ■>!'  our  paflions. 
Since  I  rjcllvcred  v.^  Zilis  to  her  huf- 
band,  I  hnve  not  c:  /'.:  ,-.'d  a  niunjcnt's 
peace,  llcr  hi.^.iity,  vhich  I  ih'.v  with- 
out cinoti'j)!  vlvh:  flu  ro'itln-j- l///;«y 
f^^ver,  nov  flic  i>  ml  rj'  it,  h.-!^  <ii\il  mc 
io  that  (Icgi'cxi  tb:»t  1  h.»\v  phri-jil  ioit 
my  rcnfon.  I  c.-«niHit  h.-ar  i-j  l;-.-  h«  r  1  i 
the  poflefiicn  o:"  ihc  nnn  to  v. '  .;  i 
3;;aveh(.T:  if  fl'.ini.:,  if  dtfi':.!.  I  >x«': 
hinder  it,  I  Ih'-i'.ild  ?ih  i  i.  y  v  Kr 
again.  In  thi'5  Ttr.i-  ".  >  r.::.l  '"■•or:iti' 
of  my  mind,  [i-.l.-.-  :\..  "ris  \uxcr.w  part 
forme  to  i«^-. :  I  ini'!r  riv  irrrn  her 
charin^  rr/l  r-.-  ;.•,-,?■;  v.cakr.v-^lsj  I  miift 
retiie  iuio  Fcrir-,  piu^  c*^.l-jnv\."r,  by 
a!:;';riCO  nr.d  diTtrcnt  chitcl  ,  to  tfFuce 
the  imnvi:l^.on<i  Ihr. has  ma:!e.  Alas! 
vhat  fli?.ii  I  fjii'l  there?  a  lVi.''.;;l'o  c.m- 
po'ed  of  b.v.iitit'iil  jJ/Ti'/'s\  thj  vitrce- 
nary prcf*itntes,oT  rc/:t^?i2/}!  t/Jij/^is,  ti 
groCs  and  tyrannical  luii!  \\  iu-.t  r.ifhr- 
al ic/7:rr:crce  cr\n  T  ho]-'j  forwiih  t.'^rjc, 
what  /n/t'  rju^^h;:^  wh.t  j J: J  (care, 
v^hat  htOit-Jilt  dtU^ht?  I'ui.  \Nvr..'  Z-  lis 
my  wifv,  in  ftich  a  ivijr.  I  llioulu  iind 
the  :n-j\\  cfiJcareJy  moll  pl'r/lK^,  tnoii 
fititf:j)tlfru'f:J.  All  tlu-  prcc-iu\:  r.s  of 
i.'Liilcin  jcilou/y  \\.>.i!'l  tlK.i  nc  v.nr.Cci'- 
i:ir\-;  tho;l-  vsrjtilsc.l  ;v.vc:iv.! 
•V-hilc  ih.  y  h".V  tlic  diun-    .'i 

Hour,  fliirt  ov.r  t  iuc.-'T,  t'l--?  1- 

fliln;   :-r,d  r  •;-.;■.  1   •T:i  ,  •.;■;•  i 
'J'h'iTi  ^\  i'l  Ik    l\ir|;i  i/i'-i    -. 

thii^  :   i'V.t  wh:  t   I  Kcl  r- 


.-r:.-,  \vhi»-li, 
'inil   «!::h(>- 


ZA    AT   ISPAHAN. 

FRnV    I.(»VI3  3X. 

what  I  have  f^cn  In  Enrjlanl,  1ki>  over- 
come my  native  prcjmliru.s:  F  have  K-cm 
here  wivt*^,  overv.ho*-::  conduct,  tiiough 
pcrfL^ilyfr».t,  reli^iua,  /u.icur,  :ii.d  /ovY, 
aie  ftricltr  rjuuids.  thaii  Ugiuiis  or 
tuniichs,'or  walls  of  brafs:  1  ifav^  fevn, 
by  confeqiicncc,  much  happier  kujb anas 
than  any  Perfian  can  polIiSiy  be.  We 
will  difcouife on  this  lubic6t  more  ful- 
ly wlun  I  am  with  ihtc:  and  it  will  be 
ray  grcatcft  pleaiiire,  to  Uy  to  runo\  e 
cut  of  rhy  mind  all  thole  pK|>olli:filons 
of  which  my  own  has  l>ccn  en  ltd  by  my 
abode  In  this  country.  If  I  bring  thee 
home  truths  I  am  fure  thou  wilt  thlr.lc 
thit.  I  have  travelled  to  betiL-;-  puipofe, 
than  if  I  came  back  fi-aught  with  t!ie 
golrl  of  PciTj,  or  tlie  diamonds  of  Gui- 
conJa. 

I  have  more  than  ccmplca'rd  the  four 
years  llay  I  propofe*.!  mak:ii<.  in  Eng- 
land ;  and  am  now  dctenn-jitd  ♦©  pa]s 
thr.-:ujjh  France  as  fai-as  Marlt-lik-*,  aiul 
cn.lurk  from  th.-nce  irrlhe  Levant,  as 
foor.  .u  the  bufint-fs  with  v'..'ch  I  :un 
chajj:td  on  the  pa  it  of  fomc  of  n:/ 
fiic.uis,  wirh  the  Turkey  me. ^-h :'.:.-; 
tlicru,  will  ^>crmit.  It  is  my  f  Aii.l  ro- 
foluricn  to  go  away  withuMt  tvv>/  7.^\. ;; 
the  icid  iiuimation  of  i''-  -.-'.li^  cf  ir.v 
dcpi'.-.'vuv.  Abdallah  .^.i-iil  n.  .u-  k..:.A- 
that  I  Pin  his /'i-t'/z/j  iLva-;!.!  iiX<t  :«..> 
much  fro^n  (ho  th.'iiiicitr  of  a  yWfv;:/. 
Tlv.iu  .  ;r  tl'c-  f^"iy  o.  ■  *,-j  whom  I  d'iu 
r o" :  J  i ■  ^  :n ',  { I » '  < \ ;  a V  fi r *: c  it  1  ■  as  hurt 
I'rir.ly  !  1. 1  u-ylMf,  ..  r.ojw  ihou  wilt 
rill;  r  y'-j  il.au  I  !-..inj  mc  for  it. 
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:ii:.r,  to  ^:ix'/..\  .w  ii.rAriAV. 

r*    -M    LONnoNt 

ii;:;-  It  \v.';i!.l  l-i^  uri'.L.\L  a -d  ungrateful  in 

^  :.!Vi:  re-  m.i- K»   .-.li*  ^'.is  ijJtindy  w'l'iout  t-Ajirrt- 

L.  1  i . .  }M i r ;  r n  ^  : '  \ .  •  y  ! . "  ,h  c t L-em  o f  t  ■  i e  c ocjjinfef 

.  r  ; I     1 1 V .  u  Jlnctr'i  !y .    i  •  '  ^^^oj-  fiaturc ,  T  '  :; v e  f "o u iid 

lyiV'iVM.I.  :-vr'\\-- ir.   E.*:\yih'.   to  {in.ii    %ii.di?ics  I 

•.'.i  I'v  hi  >  1V-;  i.t  ::.  Ai  :\c'(i  ptlittnep,  •A;-.ic:i  ^(.rtain- 

:.  ;i-'. .-,  to  iy  :;^y  '  r.\-  ...»  :..n»da  titijlc  r.s  at:y  of 

js.Ci  10  li"\i  d.ij-i  ■■>.  vA\  '.Vz  t'Kir  '»  \•/:^-:.•^-r•,  b-.-t  I  z.w  afraid  that 


Ci'i'viil  my  adii'iir.     Ti.  '  ■■: 
my   ic;;"oln'ic)n>   liri.r »..:■.;..?, 

viih  a  tf.lnd  -j.  r. ';<■•,!  ,■..-■    ■! 
tra.tl-;}  I'Ut  a  hiuy!^  v. 


u!i  0'"»  Mr  '-cnt  fi  :  rv 
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k  ftt  the  exigence  of  oihei'  vlr- 
■e  fcjliLl  iiml  C-fTcntial,  Of  their 
H  thcii'  c<^jiXPTieiTe  is  a  proof  j  :inj 
-  vi/fl/i^iir,  nlct  their  enttftUs  d^- 
Of  thciryrtv*//J  I  will  at  pre* 
lo  more,  bvit  that  many  of  tlicin 
ly  ifitroduc€dy  and  fo  contrary  to 
IS  of  the  people,  that  one  would 
y  miijht  be  eafily  rooted  out. 
re  undoubtedly,  all  circun^- 
onfidercd,  a  very  great,  a  very 
/  and  happy  nation;  but  how 
y  Hnll  continue  foy  depends  cn- 
thc  prefervation  of  their  liberty, ' 
cofiftituticn  of  their  govemment 
■c  attached  all  thefe  bleflings  and 
xes:  faould  that  ever  be  depra'V- 
-rupuAy  they  muft  cxpcft  to  be- 
::  molt  contemptible  and  molt  ««- 
f  mankind.  For  what  can  fo 
Tgravate.the  wretchednefs  of  an 


oppivflcJ  and  ruined  pco^)!**  a*  the  re- 
mtmbrnncc  of  former  freedom  ;^nd  pro- 
fpfrity?  All  the  iina^ts  aiid  trjcoi  of 
their  libcTtVi  which  it  is  probable  no 
change  vrilJ  cjuite  dcftroy,  mait  be  a 
pcipetual  reproach  and  torment  to  them, 
for.havinc:  fo  degenerately  parted  with 
their  birth -right.  And,  if  flavery  is  to 
be  endured,  where  is  the  man  that  would  ' 
not  rather  chufe  ii  under  the  warm  fun 
of  Ai^i-a  or  Ifpahan,  than  in  the  north- 
ern climate  of  England? 

I  have  therefore  tnkcn  my  leave  of  my 
friends  here,  with  this  afteftionate,  well- 
meant  a<lvice,  Tint  they  (hould  vigilant- 
ly ivatch  o*ver  their  conftitutiofty  and 
guard  it  by  thole  ftrong  bulwarks  which 
alone  are  able  to  fccuie  it,  a  firm  union 
of  nil  honefl  men,  juflice  upon  pub  tick 
offender Sy  national  and  private  fru-^ 
gality. 


FINIS. 


r! 


^1 


THE  NEW 
REF 

ThU  book  IB 

YORK  PUBUC  UBRARV 
ERBNCE  DHPAftTMENT 

under  no  oireumBt^Doe*  to  b« 
en  from  the  Building 

— 

i 


